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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
T1 ueſday, November 20, 5 798. 


H IS Majeſty, being ſeated on the Throne, addrned with His 
Crown and Regal Ornamients, and attended by his officers of- State 
(the Lords being in theit robes), commanded the Gentleman Uſher 
of the Black Rod to let the Commons know, It is His Ma- 
« jeſty's pleaſure they attend him RY in this Houſe.” 
Who being come with their Speaker, 
His Majeſty was pleaſed to ſpeak as follows: 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


The events which have taken place in the PR" of the preſent year, 
and the fignal 7 ucceſs which, by the bleſſ ing of Providence, has at- 
tended my arms, have been productive of the happieft conſequences, and 


have eſſentially promoted the proſperity and gen of our country. 
Vol. VII. B 
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De unexempled ſeries of our naval triumphs has received freſh 
Splendor from the memorable and deciſive action in which a detachment 
of my fleet, under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, at- 
tacked and almgſt totally deftriyed a ſuperior farce of the enemy, firength- 
ened by every advantage of ſituation : by this great and brilliant vic- 

tory, an enterprize of which the injuſtice, perfidy, and extravagance, 
had fixed the attention of the world, and which was peculiarly directed 
againſt ſome of the moſt valuable intereſts of the Britiſb empire, has, in 
the firſt inſtance, been turned to the confuſion of its authors; and the © 

Blow thus given to the power and influence of France has afforded an 
opening which, if improved by ſuitable exertims on the part of other 
powers, may lead io the general deliverance of Europe. 

De wiſdim and magnauimity ſo eminently diſplayed at this conjunc- 

ture by the Emperor of Ruſſia, and the decifion and vigor of the Ottoman 
Porte, have ſbeum that thoſe powers are impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of 
the preſent criſis ; and their example, joined ta the diſpaſition manifeſted 
almoſt univerſally in the gm countries ftruggling under the yoke of 
France, muſt be a powerful encouragement to other States is adopt that 
vigorous line of cenduct, which experience has proved to be alone con- 
ſiſtent with'ſecurity or honor. 


The extent of our preparations at home, and the demonſtrations of 
zeal and ſpirit among all ranks of my ſubjects, have deterred the enemy 


From attempting to execute their vain threat »f invadi 2 the coaſts of 
this kingdom. 


tn Ireland the rebellion which they had mfirgated has "I curbed 
and repreſſed ; the troops which they landed for its ſupport have been 
compelled to ſurrender : and the armaments ſince deſtined for the ſame 
purpoſe have, by the vigilance and activity of 'my ſquadrons, been cap- 
tured or diſperſed. The views and principles of thoſe who, in concert 
207th our inveterate enemy, havg long planned the ſubverſion of our Con- 
fiitution, have Jett fully deleted and expoſed, and their treaſons made 
manifeſt to the world. Thaſe whom they had miſled or ſcuuced muſ? 
nato be awakened to their duty: und a ju ſenſe of the miſeries and 
horrors which theſe traitorous dens haue produced, muſt impreſs on 
the minds of all my faithful ſubjects thi neceſſity:of continuing to/repel 
with firmneſs every attack vn the Tqws- and eſtubliſped government of 


their country. 


ham. ves —. vor omg. gr. 
— 
— — - 


"Gentlemen vf 1 the Houſe of Commons, 


f © Under the unaveidalle preſſure of protratied war, it is a n ſa- 
li faction to me lo obſerve, that the produce of the public revenue has 
proved fully adequate to the increaſe of our permanent expenditure 5 that 


* * 
* — 4 
. — EI ONT anon cr 
rere: 2 
— 
1 — — 


. 
— — 


— — — 
R In ay». 


— 
3 


7 


2 — — 
3 * * 
— — — 


— 


NoveMBER 20.) -. DEBATES. 3 


the national credit has been maintained and improved ; and that the 
commerce and induſtry of my ſubjects have continued to increaſe and 
flouriſh in a degree hitherto unknown. 


The ſituation in which we are placed, unhappily renders the con- 
tinuance of heavy expences indiſpenſable far the public ſafety. But the 
flate of our reſources, amd the god ſenſe and public ſpirit which 
prevail through every part of my kingdom, will, I truft, enable you ta 
provide the neceſſury ſupplies withaut eſſential incanuenience to my people, 
and with as little addition as poſſible to the permanent burdens of the 
State. The progreſs made towards ft uch a ſyſtem by the meaſures 
adopted in the laſt ſeſſion, and the aid given to public credit by the plan 
for the redemption of the land tax, have been attended with the moſt 
beneficial eſfects, which you will, I am perſuaded, omit no opportunity to 
confirm and improve. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


[ rely with confidence on the continuance of your exertions to enalł 


me ultimately to conduct the great conteſt i in which we are engaged to a 
ſafe and honourable concluſion. 


Me have ſ. urmounted many and great difficulties. Our perſever- - 
ance in a juſt cauſe has been rewarded with diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs ; ; 
and our preſent ſituation, compared with that of other countries, 
"fe ufficiently prove haw much, in a period of general danger and cala- 
mity, the ſecurity and happineſs of the Britiſh nation have depended 
{under the bleſſing of Providence) on its own conflancy, its . and. 


its Uirtue. 


His Majeſty and the Houſe of Commons then retired ; and 
after the ſpeech had been read by the Lord Chancellor on the wool- 
fack, and the Clerk at the table, | 

Lord CLIFTON (Earl of Darnley in Ireland) roſe, and ſpoke 
as follows :— My Lords, the difficulty of doing juſtice to the ex- 
traordinary and brilliant circumſtances of the preſent moment, 
added to the conviction that I have no claim to that indulgence 
which you have always ſhewn to thoſe who, on former occaſions of 
2 ſimilar nature, have ſpoken in this place for the firſt time, would 
almoſt induce me to repent of the taſk I had impoſed on myſelf in 
the moment of its execution ; and I ſhould riſe with peculiar dif- 
fidence and embarraſſment if I was not well aſſured that every 
word that can be uttered, however weak and inadequate, —every 

ſentiment that can be gk, wever Reficloat: in energy and 
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force, —muſt neceſſarily accord with the feelings of every man who 
hears me, and who rejoices with his Sovereign in announcing the 
glories of this auſpicious day For who is there among any deſerip- 
tion of His Majeſty's ſubjects who does not feel that this is indeed 
a proud day for his country? Who is there who does not exult in 
the conviction that no Monarch who ever ſat on that Throne has 
ever had ſuch an opportunity of giving and receiving congratulations 
from his faithful people, faithful to him and to themſelves, emerg- 


ing with ſplendour | from thoſe difficulties with which they have been 


fo long ſurrounded, and reaping the fruits of their ſteady perſever- 
ance in a juſt and righteous cauſe? Who is there, I ſay, wha 
does not feel his own perſonal pride gratified in the triumphs of His 


Majeſty's arms with which the remoteſt ſhores of the world re- 


ſound, proclaiming their own deliverance and protection, and hail- 
ing the matchleſs proweſs of the Britiſh navy? Under theſe im- 
preſſions, and certain, at leaſt, that my ſubje& will be grateful to my 
hearers, I ſhall proceed with much ſatisfaction to a conſideration 
of the different topics of His Majeſty's ſpeech, on which the ad- 
dreſs I ſhall have the honour to move will be founded : and al- 
though on former occaſions it ray ſometimes have been objected, 
Ky reaſon, that the addreſs has been too much the echo of the 
ſpeech, on this I am perſuaded I ſhall moſt effeQually enſure your 


unanimous approbation and concurrence by adhering as cloſely as 


poſſible both to the letter and the ſpirit of His Majeſty's gracious 
communication. On ſuch a theme, it may almoſt be ſaid that 
words can never be wanted to expreſs the feelings which it natu- 


rally inſpires, and that Dicendi cauſa talis oblata eſt, in qud oratto 
nemini deefſe poteſt. 


I do not feel it neceſſary in this place to dwell long on the ge- 


neral ſubject contained in the opening of the ſpeech ; perſuaded, as 


J am, that every man muſt agree cordially with His Majeſty, that 
the ſucceſſes of his arms have been great and glorious, and have 


materially conduced to the honour and proſperity of our country: 


and I ſhall paſs on rapidly to that great event which demands our 


Firſt and warmeſt congratulations, in which J am ſure the hearts of 


every one of your Lordihips have anticipated me, - the ſplendid 
and important victory obtained by the fleet under the command of 
Lord Nelſon at the mouth of the Nile. This event is ſo tranſcen- 
dent i in its nature, fo eminently brilliant and decifive in its execu- 


tion, and ſo important in its conſequences, that much as it has al- 


ready been celebrated by the united voice of the Britiſi empire, and 


of the whole world itſelf, I feel it is a topie that can never ſatiate 


ex diſquict ; and that on this firſt public opportunity of deſcanting on 
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its merits, I ſhould do as little juſtice to the feelings of the Houfe as 
to my own, if I ſhould forbear to beſtow on it my full, though in- 
adequate tribute of admiration and applauſe. The other naval 
triumphs which have diſtinguiſhed the annals of the preſent war, 
unrivaled as they have been in the hiſtory of this or any other na- 
tion, are yet in ſome points peculiar to this great atchievement, 
eclipſed by its ſuperior luſtre, while, in another point of view, it 
may be ſaid to have added additional ſplendor to them, by filling up 
the little that was wanting to complete the meaſure of our naval 
fame. For in this inſtance, at leaſt, no ſuperiority of ſeamanſhip 
or manceuvering on-our part, no wantof every poſſible advantage of 
force and preparation againſt attack, on the part of the enemy, can 
be alledged by them as a palliation of the moſt complete and fignal 


' overthrow that any deſcription of force has ever received by ſea or 


land. It has proved beyond the poſſibility of diſpute, that to ſuch 
officers and to ſuch men, actuated by no motive but that of their 
own and their country's glory, combining the moſt conſummate 
Kill with the moſt matchleſs intrepidity, the ſteady ooolneſs of the 


moſt prudent caution with the apparent temerity of the moſt roman- 


tic enterprize, the rigid reftraints of diſcipline with perfect confi- 
dence in chiefs whom they adored, and led to battle by a man 


whoſe name will be recorded among the greateſt commanders that 


the world has ever produced, nothing is impoſſible ; and that ſuch 


qualities as theſe united in a Britiſh fleet are ad/zlutely irreſiſtible. 


In ſhort, my Lords, (left I ſhould be led away by fo copious and 
pleaſing a ſubject, on the one head, to treſpaſs too long on your pa- 
tience, and, on the other, appear to hazard the vain attempt of illuſ- 
tratirex by the pomp of words an achievement to which no words 


can do adequate juſtice,) I ſhall ſum up every thing that can be 


faid-on the ſubject in an aſſertion which I make with confidenet 
that the exploits performed by the Britiſh fleet on the firſt of laſt 
Auguſt, is unparalleled in the hiſtory of any age or country. For 


on what occafion have ſo many different glories diſtinguiſhed any 


one action by ſea or land? When has ſuch dauntleſs intrepidity 
appeared in any attack, ſuch ſteady valour in any conteſt? When 


has the deſtruction of the enemy, of whatever deſcription, been ſo 


total and ſo complete? When have courage, conduct, piety, and 


modeſty been ſo ſtrikingly diſplayed i in the leader; ſubordination, 


unanimity, and intrepidity, in thoſe he led to glory! ? When, 


finally, have ſo many important conſequences rafulted from any 


one eyent? This laſt conſideration would naturally lead me to another 
part of my ſubject, if I could diſmiſs the glorious topic of the Bri- 


tin wy. without calling your Lordſhips attention to other viQuorics 
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which have been gained by His Majeſty's fleets ſince laſt we met 
in this place, and which, though loſt in ſome degree in the ſupe- 
rior reſplendency of the memorable firſt of Auguſt, are yet highly 


important in themſelves, and honourable to. thoſe who ſhared in 


them. For no one who conſiders the alarming and dangerous ſtate 
in which Ireland has ſo lately been, or the difficult and delicate 
circumſtances of its preſent fituation, will fail- to eſtimate very 
highly the ſervices rendered by Sir J. B. Warren, and the other 
officers: and men who contributed to the deſtruction of the ſecond 
armament deſtined for that country; though, doubtleſs, if it had 
effected a landing, it would have experienced the fate of the firſt, 


But, my Lords, it would be both invidious and unjuſt to ſelect par- 


ticular objects of praiſe among our gallant officers and men, who 


have been enabled to render effential ſervices to their country, by 
having met with enemies to encounter, and victories to gain; aſ- 


ſured as we muſt be, that there are few, if any, among this valuable 
deſcription of men, who would not, under ſimilar circumſtances, 
have contributed: equally to their own and their country's glory. I 
ſhould wiſh, if poſſible, in addreſſing your Lordfhips, to avoid any 
thing like a parade of words, or attempt at declamation ; but who 
can avoid a degree of warmth and enthuſiaſm on the ſubject of our 
invincible navy the bulwark of our empire, the fafeguard of our 
commerce, the ever-watchful guardian of our free and happy ſhores 
— the protection of our allies, the terror of our enemies, and the 
admiration of the world—Manned by ſeamen, whom no difficul- 
ties can diſcourage, no dangers can appal ; and conducted by offi- 
cers whoſe loweſt merit is ſkilful intrepidity in the hour of danger, 


but who, in their active and laboxious profeſſions, endure. a painful 


and unceaſing anxiety and exertions of mind and body, which no 
gratitude of their country, no remuneration. which ſhe can . 
can ever ſufficiently repay ? 

Your Lordſhips will forgive me, I am convinced, if in Cle 
brating this pre · eminently triumphant period of their well- earned 
glories, I am tempted to give way to my feelings beyond the pre- 
eiſe limits of my ſubject, and to expreſs a hope that the time is 
not far diſtant, when thoſe men, to whom their country owes ſo 
much, vill never be reduced to a ſituation of penuary and want, 


when their ſervices are no longer called for. In introdueing this 


ſubject, I have, perhaps, been irregular, and ſhall forbear to preſs 


it: but your Lordſhips will readily agree with me, that no man 
ean ſupport the character and appearance of a gentleman on the 


-half pay of a Lieutenant : and.I am convinced the people of this 


country, great as they may feel the weight of their buxdens, would. 
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moſt gladly and chearfully contribute to make the ſituation of thoſe 
men comfortable to whom they know they are indebted in a great 
meaſure for the-many bleſſings they enjoy, and perhaps for the very 
political exiſtence of their country. 

J come now to conſider the conſequences which have reſulted 
from the late glorious ſucceſſes, and eſpecially from the victory of 
the firſt of Auguſt, the immediate effects of which have been great 
indeed: and we may reaſonably expect that the remote ones will be 
ftill more important. The inſane and atrocious enterprize of our 
enemies has received ſuch a check as neither the abilities of Buona- 
parte, or the enthuſiaſm and deſperation of his army will eaſily 
overcome. Cut off from all ſupplies by ſea, and in a country 
juſtly irritated by every feeling of indignation and reſentment that 
can aQuate the mind of man, expoſed to the continental attacks of 
an active and deſultory enemy, and ſurrounded by difficulties of 
every deſcription to impede his farther progreſs, we may fairly pre- 
ſume he can never ſucceed” in his avowed object of injuring us in 
our valuable Eaſtern poſſeſſions. But, my Lords, allow me far- 
ther to obſerve, as I think I may without preſumption, that the- 
juſt vengeance of Heaven, ſo long ſuſpended, appears at laſt to 
have overtaken theſe deftroyers of the human race ; and that the 
gigantic crimes of a whole nation, as well as thoſe of each indi- 
vidual, will ſooner or later meet* with juſt retribution. A great 


and terrible voice appears at laſt to have proclaimed to them that 


the facrilegous profanation of every divine, and the unprincipled 
contempt of every human ' law, however they may proſper for a 
time, enſure in the end the puniſhmerit they deſerve. ' Yes, my 
Lords, the curſes, deep, not loud” of thoſe who live under the 
rod of the directorial power, the groans of Switzerland, the tears 
of ſo many widows and orphans, have not been heard in vain— 
Already the torpid ſpirit of Europe begins to revive. We have 
taught them that the Great Nation is not invincible ; and that by 
reſiſtance to its power the world may yet be ſaved. Already the 
Emperor of Ruſſia begins to wield the mighty force of his immenſe 
territory, and joined with his former enemies by a common ſenſe 
of danger and juſt indignation, is preparing to avenge their unpro- 
voked and unprincipled aggreſſion ; while the Ottoman Porte, the 
old and firm ally of France, is jaſtty and ſuddenly become her moſt 
implacable enemy, and has, by herſelf, been forced to unite wich 


its former foes to puniſh her perfidy and ingratitude. Already the 
King of Naples, under the protection of the'Britiſh arms, refuſes 
to ſubmit any longer to degradation and inſult, and ventures to ſet 
the oppreſſors of Italy at defiance ; while the inferior States appear 
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to gain. courage by his illuſtrious example, and their confidence in 
the ſame ſu 
L, e t us alſo 3 at leaft, that the favourable ſymptoms which 
have manifeſted themſelves in other quarters, will lead, at leaſt, to 
a reſumption of that energy and ſpirit. which alone can fave the 
whole ſyſtem of Europe, and of civil ſociety itſelf, from the un- 
relenting graſp of that monſter, which has fo long been ſuffered 
with impunity to devour every thing around it ; while thoſe who 
are alone able to obſtruct its progreſs, have, by their forbearance, 
encouraged it to proceed with rapid ſtrides towards their own de- 
ſtruction. But the miſt is at laſt diſpelled by our perſevering exer- 
tions, and by the triumphs of the Britiſh arms. Thoſe unfortu- 
nate countries themſelves, which have ſo long kiſſed the iron rod of 


|  deſpotiſm, under which they groancd, begin to ſtruggle for their 


deliverance, and loudly to invite the return of order, government, 


religion, and laws, of which, in the name of Liberty and Equality, 


they have been ſo violently diſpoſſeſſed. While we ſhudder with 
horror on account of the renewed ſcenes of ſlaughter, which muſt 
be the conſequence of ſuch a ſtate of things, let us hope, at leaſt, 
that it will tend, together with our own exertions, to a reſtoration 
of that order and that ſecurity, for which we have ſo long and ſo 
firenuouſly contended : and that the torrents of blood. which have 
been ſhed, in reſiſting the common oppreſſors of mankind, will not 
have flowed in vain. 

From our own experience in this country, we have ſeen what 
may be effected by braving, inſtead of yielding to, the ſtorm : for 
when our Miniſter was obliged to return from Liſle, after having 
exhauſted every means of conceſſion ſhort of humiliation, and it be- 
came evident to all the world that our enemies ſeriouſſy entertained 
the vain hope of reducing us to the miſerable ſtate into which ſo 
many of the nations of Europe had fallen—when they openly ma- 
nifeſted their intention of pouring their veteran and victorious le- 
- gions on the Britiſh ſhores, their vain menaces only ſerved to rouſe 
the dormant ſpirit of the nation, and all ranks of men flocked by 
thouſands to the ſtandard of their country. Awed and aſtoniſhed 
by the Tudden appearance of a great nation in arms, and ready to 
defend every thing juſtly dear to them, at the hazard of their lives, 
they wiſely deſiſted from their purpoſe, and thought it no diſgrace 


to ſuffer the proudeſt menaces, and moſt inſulting boaſts of future 


achievements to evaporate in mere words. They acted wiſely, 1 
ſay, being fully convinced, that whatever force had effected a land- 
ing, would have met inevitable deſtruction, and have proved that 
- this country is as little to be conquered by fore? of arms, as it is to 
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be awed and terrified by the vain threats and pompous denunciations 
of impotent vengeance. 

Deſpairing of. ſucceſs in this country, they turned their thoughts 
to other quarters ; and while the main body of the army of Eng- 
land under the conduct of Buonaparte himſelf, ſo well ſupport their 
pretenſions to the title they have aſſumed by an attack on the de- 
ſenceleſs Egyptians, detachments are ſent to Ireland, which country 
they had unfortunately too well prepared for their reception, by 
thoſe arts which they have ſo ſucceſsfully praQtiſed in other parts 
of the world. But here even, where their proſpects of ſucceſs ap- 
peared moſt fair, they have been completely baffled, and their forces 
captured, diſperſed, or deſtroyed. The unnatural rebellion raifed 
and fomented by them, in conjunction with thoſe traitors who: have 
been detected and puniſhed, has been, in a great meaſure, ſuppreſſed, 
though its baneful effects ſtill continue to diſgrace the Iriſh name, 
and hold out to the world, in hideous colours, the conſequences of 
that terrible union of French principles and ignorant bigotry, which 
has taken place among that deluded people. The machinations of 
our domeſtic enemies, in conjunctien with a foreign foe, have, how- 
'ever, been happily fruſtrated, and ſo completely laid open to the 
world, that the moſt incredulous can no longer doubt their ex- 
iſtence ; and all who ſet any value on the bleſſings of good order 
and government, mult join with your Lordfhips in expreſſing their 
deteſtation and abhorrence of them. "The misfortunes of Ireland / 
have alſo had the good effect of diſplaying, in ſtriking colours, the 
zeal and ſpirit of the well affected, and <ſpeckilly of that uſeful 
body of men, the armed Yeomanry, to whoſe unremitting exer- 
tions, in the heur of danger, T was myſelf a witneſs, and believe | 
the country owes to them, in a great meaſure, its ſafety and: pre- 
ſervation. 

There is another part of His Majeſty's ſpecch, which, though 
not immediately addreſſed to this Houſe, forms too intereſting a to- 
pic to be paſſed over in ſilence, and is too flattering to the feelings 
of Engliſhmen not to be added as a diſtinguiſhed feature in the 
pleaſing picture of our preſent ſituation, which I am happily ena- 
bled to draw. At the end of the fixth year of this arduous conteſt, 
ol a war ünprecedented in point of exertion and expence, His Ma- 
jeſty has an opportunity of congratulating us on the flouriſhing 
ſtate of the revenue, of the national credit, and of the commerce 
and induſtry of his ſubjects. The public funds have not only re- 
ſiſted the increaſed preſſure which every day of protracted warfare 
muſt, neceſſarily bring, but have even riſen in a manner which muſt 
aſtoniſh all thoſe who ever doubted of the extent and variety of the 
Vor. VII. C 
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reſources of this country. At what period of hiſtory, indeed, has 
the commerce of any country been ſo great, ſo extended, ſo univer- 
ſal, or in ſo eminent a degree, commanded the monopoly of the 
trade of the world? —and as if to prove by a freſh and ſtriking in- 


Nance that This even-handed juſtice commends th' ingredients of our 


Poi ſan d chalice to our lips. In the caſe of our inveterate and un- 
principled enemies, by their very attempt to injure us in our valua- 
ble Eaſtern poſſeſſions, they have annihilated the ſmall remains of 
their almoſt extinguiſhed commerce, and reſtored to us, together 
with the undiſputed command of the Mediterranean, the lucrative 
trade of Turkey and the Levant—When in the midſt of profound 
peace have ſuch great and valuable fleets ever reached our ports in 
ſafety? At what period has a vaſt and productive capital ever been 
employed with ſo much Judgement and advantage in agriculture, 
and in every ſpecies of internal improvements, of which a country 
is capable? When in the hiſlgry of civilized ſociety, has the 
aſtoniſhing ſpectacle appeared, of a whole nation in arms, bidding 
defiance to a powerful, daring and implacable enemy, and at the 
ſame time exerciſing all the arts of peace more ſucceſsfully than 
any other country has been able to do, amidſt the moſt profound 
tranquillity and ſecurity? The ſyſtem of finance, which was fo 
happily adopted laſt year, and from which we have experienced 
ſuch. beneficial effects, will, I truſt, be ſteadily purſued. It has 
ſerved to place, in a ſtriking point of view, our unexhauſted riches, 
reſources, and public ſpirit. The voluntary contributions, and the 
plan for the-redemption of the land tax have ſucceeded beyond the 
moſt ſanguine expectations; and, together with the other favourable 
circumſtances of our fituation which I have detailed, have raiſed 
the public funds in a manner unexampled during the period of any 
former war in which we have been engaged. We have, indeed, 
my Lords, fair and reaſonable ground of hope, that if it ſhould 


pleaſe the great diſpoſer of events to extend that protection to us 


which we have hitherto ſo eminently received at his hands, that 


this nation will riſe from the dangers and difficulties with which it 


has been ſurrounded, greater and more proſperous than ever. 

But, notwithſtanding all this, pleaſing and ſatisfactory as it un- 
doubtedly is, let us not for a moment deceive ourſelves with the 
idea that our exertions are at an end, or that we may not till have 
many more to make, and many difficulties to encounter as great as 
thoſe we have ſo happily ſurmounted. But I am fully perſuaded, 
(I ſpeak it with pride and ſatisfaction), that His Majeſty will not 
be. deceived in the implicit confidence which he is pleaſed to ex- 


preſs i in the continyance of our exertions. The ſentiments ſo well 
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expreſſed by our beloved Sovereign in the concluſion of his ſpeech, 
are, I doubt not, engraved on the hearts of every rank and de- 
ſcription of his ſubjects. Yes, my Lords, the people of England 


| are fully ſenſible of the ineſtimable bleſſings they enjoy - they know 


by what means they have preferved them ; and, unawed by difh- 


culties, unappalled by dangers ; patiently enduring the neceſſary 
weight of their increaſing burdens as the lighter evil of the two, 


1 when contraſted with the chance of ſubjugation by a foreign foe, 


they will (I ſpeak it with confidence, from paſt experience), unite 
hand and heart with their King in enabling him “ to bring the great 
« conteſt in which we are engaged to a ſafe and honourable con- 
« cluſion.” They ſee the terrible example of other nations before 


| their eyes, who, baſely or unwiſely preferring patient ſubmiſſion to 


manly refiſtance, have ſuffered themſelves, one by one, to be in- 
gulphed and ſwallowed up in the revolutionary. vortex of their reſt- 
leſs and powerful neighbours. —On the other hand, they muſt be- 
hold, with pride and ſatisfaction, the contraſt which their own 
country preſents to the aſtoniſhed and admiring world, by purſuing 
a different line of conduct, riſing greater from every difficulty, pre- 
ſerving herſelf by her valour and exertions from every danger, and 
holding out the glorious example of ſucceſsful reſiſtance to the proſ- 
trate and dejected nations of Europe. Encouraged by the paſt, 
they look forward with ſteady confidence to the future: they know, 
that great as their exertions and facrifices have been, that till 
greater may yet be required, and are prepared to make them. Un- 
dazzled by the ſplendid ſueceſs with which their efforts have been 
crowned, but firmly relying on their continuance under the favour 
and protection of that Providence whom they adore as the author 
of all good, they are determined not to relax their efforts till they 
have attained the great end for which they have fo long and fo 
ſtrenuouſly contended — ſecurity for the bleſſings they enjoy. They 
know the full value of peace; they have felt the inconveniences 
and calamities inſeparably connected with a ſtate of warfare ; but 
they know alſo that peace without ſecurity, and dictated by thoſe 
enemies who have ſworn their deſtruction, would be far more ca- 
lamitous than any evils which could reſult from their open enmity 
and ayowed hoſtility. They have ſeen the utmoſt exertions of their 
power directed againſt themſelves, and have reſiſted them with 
glory and ſucceſs : they have ſeen the effects of their friendſhip ap- 
plied to other countries, and reject the very idea with indignation 
and horror. —In a word, they are true to their King, to their 
country, and to themſelves. And ſhall we, my Lords, the firſt 
order of men in the country, the ſupport and ornament of the 
| C 2 ; 
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enemy; an enterpriſe, — more diſtinguiſhed by its injuſtice, perfidy 


12 PARLIAMENTARY [Logps. 


Throne, placed between the King and the People, as the natural 
and hereditary guardians of the rights of the one, and the liberties 
of the other, without invidious or excluſive privileges, poſſeſſing A 
greater ſhare than any other claſs of our fellow ſubjeQs in the 
bleſſings and advantages of their happy land: —Shall we, I fay, 
be backward in ne our Sovereign in the honourable career 
which he has this day marked out for us? At a time when it is be- 
come the faſhion to deery and vilify nobility, and the prige af falſe 
Philoſophy has taught men to deſpiſe whatever their forefathers have 
looked up to, I have ſome ſatisfaction in being able to reflect that 
we have not hitherto been backward in our exertions, that we have 
neither ſpared our perſons nor our fortunes, -or deſerted our country 
in the hour of danger. And I feel a well-grounded confidence, 
that, under any circumſtances which can poſſibly occur, our King, 
whom we fo juſtly revere, will find us as little diſpoſed to deſert 
him as I know he would be to deſert us. Let us, therefore, 
emerging as we ars from thoſe difficulties which our energy has 
alone enabled us to ſurmount, exulting in the well-earned glories 
of the Britiſh name, and the proud and dignified fituation in whieh 
our country is placed, and looking forwards with hope and confi- 


_ dence to that period when the enjoyment of honourable and perma- 


nent tranquillity ſhall crown our exertions, offer at the foot of the 
Throne our hearty congratulations and unanimous concurrence in 
thoſe ſentiments which His Majeſty has been pleaſed to expreſs, 
afluring him, that we not only feel their full force, but are deter- 
mined to act up to them: and that, at all times, and under all 
circumſtances, in our collective, as well as in our individual capa- 


city, His Majeſty may firmly rely on the ſteady, active, and zea- 


lous ſupport and co-operation of the Houſe of Lords. 
I ſhall therefore move, That the following humble Addreſs be 


preſented to His Majeſty : 


« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave 


to approach your Majeſty with our humble thanks for your Majeſty's 


moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne. 

We beg leave to offer to your Majeſty our heartfelt congratu- 
lations on the glorious and deciſive victory obtained by your Majeſty's 
fleet under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, over an 
enemy ſuperier in force, and in the advantage of fituation ; —an 
achievement which has even added freſh ſplendor to the unexampled 
ſeries of your Majeſty's naval triumphs. While this memorable 
ſueceſs has, in the firſt inſtance, turned out to the confuſion of the 
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and extravagance, than by the inveterate hoſtility of its authors 
againſt every Britiſh intereſt, we entertain a juſt hope that the blow 
now given to the power and influence of the enemy will be deciſive 
in its effects: that the opening thus afforded will be improved by 
other Powers, to the maintenance of their own independence and 
ſecurity ; and that the wiſe and dignified example of the Emperor 
of Ruſſia and of the Ottoman Porte will be followed by ſuch effec- 
tual and united exertions, as arc alone ſuited to the preſent crifis, 
and as are beſt calculated to produce the general deliverance of 
Europe. 

« Permit us to aſſure your! Majeſty that, while we feel our hearts 
and hopes thus clated by the brilliant ſucceſs which has crowned 
vour Majeſty's arms abroad, we congratulate your Majeſty no leſs 


| fincerely on the uninterrupted ſtate of ſecurity in which this king- 


dom has been preſerved againſt the vain attacks of the enemy, by 
the extent of your Majeſty's military preparations, and ſtill more 
by the zeal and ſpirit which animate all ranks of your Majelly' O 
ſubjeQs i in the cauſe of their country. 

Nor have we {cen with leſs fatisfaCtion the entire n 
of the attempts of the enemy againſt your Majefiy's kingdom of 
Ireland, the defeat and ſurrender of the force which they had diſ- 
embarked for the ſupport of a rebellion inſtigated by themſelves, 
and the capture or diſperſion of the armaments deſtined for the fame 
object: and we truſt that the rebellion, thus cut off from foreign 
aſſiſtance, and curbed and repreſſed as it has been by the vigor 3 
your Majeſty's Councils, and the gallantry of your troops, will, ere 
long, be finally extinguiſhed. 

« We are anxious to declare to your Majeſty and to the world 
our abhorrence of the views and principles of thoſe, who, in con- 
cert with our inveterate enemy, had planned the ſubverſion of the 
conſtitution of their country ; and we cannot but feel perſuaded that 
the complete expoſure of theſe treaſons muſt awaken the deluded 
to a ſenſe of their duty, and muſt impreſs ſtill more ſtrongly on the 
minds of all your Majeſty's ſubjects, the neceſlity of ſupporting 
againſt every attack the laws and government of their country. 

“ Convinced of the extent and value of the bleſſings which, 
under your Majeſty's happy and paternal Government, we have to- 
defend, and confident in the reſources and ſpirit of dur country, we 
have encountered with chearfulneſs many and great 2 
Theſe, by the bleſſings of providence on your Majeſty" 8 Agri tie 


firmneſs and perſeverance in a Juſt cauſe, have iappily be. ** 


mounted. 
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fituation of our country, and, above all, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of that duty which is incumbent on every individual in a period of 
general danger and calamity, we will not relax our exertions, but 
will to the utmoſt of our power ſupport your Majeſty in every mea- 
fure which may beſt contribute to deliver unimpaired to poſterity, 
the ſecurity, independence and honour of the Britiſh empire.” 

Lord CRAVEN ſeconded the motion. Nothing, he ſaid, could 
afford more fincere pleaſure, or inſpire more pride in the heart of 
a man, than the deſcription which His Majeſty's gracious ſpeech 
had given of the preſent condition of this country. After being 
deſerted in the courſe of the war by the allies, whoſe cauſe we had 
eome forward to eſpouſe, it was gratifying to ſee the noble ſtand 
that we had made, and the ſucceſs we had obtained againſt the 
common enemy of mankind. By our fingle exertions the navy of 
the French Republic was annihilated. Her boaſted army of Eng- 


land had loſt even its title, and every enterpriſe ſhe had undertaken - 


againſt us was completely defeated. Not only our coaſts at home, 


but our moſt valuable poſſeſſions abroad, were ſecured ; domeſtic - 


treaſon, aided by her means, was quelled, and the progreſs of her 
ambition abroad was checked, if not deſtroyed. Through the 
vigilance of our marine, of all the ſquadrons which the French had 
ſent out for the inſidious purpoſe of aſſiſting the rebellion they had 
ereated in Ireland, but one had reached the place of its deſtination, 
and even that had failed of withſtanding the efforts of His Ma- 


jeſty's well. directed force. He heartily concurred, therefore, with 


the noble Earl in the juſt eulogium he had paid to the virtue and 
gallantry of our naval officers and ſeamen, whoſe fervices demanded 
every return of gratitude from their country. He concurred alſo 
with the noble Earl with regard to the advantages which would 


naturally flow from the recent ſuccefſes. There was but one 


branch of commerce which this country did not almoſt excluſively 
poſſeſs, namely, that of the Levant, and of that trade France would 
now be totally deprived, and this country would reap all the ad- 
vantages which had before belonged to our enemy in that quarter, 
which” alone contributed to the maintenance of her navy. The 
preſent fituation of Buonaparte was alſo an advantage of the vic- 


| tory of the Nile. Cut off from all means of retreat, and beſet on 


every fide with obſtacles. And this was not all theſe fuccefſes 
had already given ſpirit and alacrity to ſeveral of the foreign powers, 
who had unequivocally declared their determination to join againſt 
the common enemy. Ruſſia and the Ottoman Porte had already 
declared themſelves, and he had no doubt but that Auſtria, though 
unwilling, would find it her intereſt to join in the great united ex- 


*F w 


. . 


Where 
j 


Nov. 20.] -- DEBATES.;- — ; 15 


ertion which the example of our Government had recommended to 
all Europe, and without which it would be vain to look either for 
ſecurity or peace. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN. My Lords, I never had 
the honour to join my feeble voice with that of noble Lords who 
went before me with more pleaſure, than I now join in the juſt 
tribute of gratitude and applauſe that have been given to our gallant 
navy for their wonderful, glorious, and patriotic exertions in the 
ſervice of their country. I ſhould have particular delight in dwel- 
ling on their merits, if I could hope to add any thing to what has 
been ſo ably and fo ſenſibly ſaid by the two noble Lords who have 
gone before me. They have done their duty in the encomiums 
they have given to our great naval commanders. It becomes us 
all to Join in the thanks which are due ; but, my Lords, after this 
duty is performed, and after we have axon to thoſe great men 
the applauſe which they deſerve, there is another duty which will 
reſt upon the King's Miniſters and upon your Lordſhips to perform; 
the duty of drawing from thoſe victories the advantages they are cal- 
culated to ſecure. I know the heart of Lord Nelſon ſo well, that I 
can ſpeak to your Lordſhips with confidence of the gratification which 
will be deareſt to his feelings. It is not the praiſe of compliments, 
it is not the tribute of mere loud and empty applauſe that will ſa- 


_ tisfy a patriotic heart like his, for he will feel that the boaſt of a 


victory is fleeting, which produces no more than momentary tri- 
umph ; that victory can only be dear to a patriot's heart which is 
improved and made acceſſary to the only legitimate end of war, 
national tranquillity by a ſafe and honourable peace. I am ſure, 
my Lords, that I ſhall ſpeak the ſentiments, not only of that great 
man, but of every diſtinguiſhed officer in the ſervice who has con- 


tributed to the aſtoniſhing glories of our naval campaign, when 1 


ſay that they will feel diſappointed if their triumphs ſhall not pro- 


duce the advantage to Great Britain which with wiſe management 
they are calculated to confer. When I ſay this, my Lords, I de- 


fire to be rightly underſtood. I am ſatisfied that it is of conſe- 


quence, not only to the repoſe and ſecurity of Great Britain, but 


of the world in general, to check the progreſs of the French Re- 


volution. It i is not neceſſary, nor is it conſiſtent with ſound poliey 
to load with opprobrium even the enemy; but it is impoſſible, my 
Lords, to ſpeak of the conduct of the French without uſing the lan- 
guage of the moſt, unequivocal reprobation ; the courſe of havoe 
and devaſtation, their unprincipled and deteſtable tyranny, corrup- : 


tion and baſeneſs, myſt, excite in every boſom that cheriſhes the 


principles of liberty as the ſupreme good, and the happineſs of hu- 
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man kind as the end of every rational Government, a ſtcady reſo- 


lution to check their career, and to fave the world from the horrible 


calamity to which they doom it. I have no heſitation, my Lords, 
in ſaying, that this is my feeling. They have provoked it by 
their rapacity, by their treachery, and by the horrors they have 
fpread around them; and J rejoice to fce that it is the prevailing 
ſentiment and feeling of the world. No man who has obſerved 
the progreſs of their arms, and examined the ſpirit of their defigns, 
but muſt join in the indignation which I expreſs. But, my Lords, 


it is another thing how the progreſs of their atrocity is to be 


checked ; and here it is that J requeſt your Lordſhips to pauſe and 
to inquire if you are in the right courſe. The queſtion is, have we 
the power to accompliſh it by the means which we have taken ? 
Have we not the experience of five years to prove to us, that we 


have undertaken the taſk in a way not calculated to obtain the end? 


What likelihood-_is there that we ſhall be more proſperous for the 
future than we have heretofore been? I confeſs to you, my Lords, 
that here I find myſelf diſappointed ; I do not ſee the means of 
obtaining the end ſpecified and ſet forth in His Majeſty's ſpeech. 
J flattered myſelf that T ſhould have heard of a great and well-or- 
ganized plan, going directly to the object in which all the great 
powers of Europe had concurred, and in which all other views and 
purpoſes were to be laid aſide; and, my Lords, it never was de- 
nied, it never could be denied by any man, that the powers of Eu- 
rope would have been at every period of the French Revolution, 
and are at this moment, able to check and put an end to their ca- 
reer and miſchief, provided that they would go to the taſk with 
honeſt intentions; provided that their confederacy was not &if- 
tracted by views of a mercenary kind, by plans of rapine and ag- 
grandizement, by feelings of jealouſy and diſtruſt, and by the inter- 
vention of all the little deſpicable intrigue, which ought never to 


be ſuffered to enter into great combinations. It never, I ſay, my 


Lords, was denied but that if at length a ſenſe of general danger ſhould 
bring the powers of Europe to a league upon honeſt principles, they 
muſt prevail over the'revolutionary ſyſtem, and it was my hope that 
His Majeſty's Miniſters had improved the late victory of the Nile 
to this great purpoſe ; that they had diſplayed to them the advan- 
tages of magnanimity, and before they came to Parliament to an- 
gounce the continuance of war, had incorporated thoſe powers in a 
great and diſintereſted league, in which, inſtead of diſgraeing them- 


felves by locking to this country for ſubſidies, they had reſumed the | 
dignity which became them, and had at length reſolved on going 
directly to the object of reſtoring ſccurity to Europe without ſecking 
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in its diſorders their own temporary profit. My Lords, I am diſ- 


appointed to find none of this in the ſpeech from the Throne; I ſee 


nothing held out to me upon which I can repoſe; I hear no account 
of returning wiſdom or of returning magnanimity. Who that 
knows the jealouſies that ſubſiſt between the great powers of Eu- 
rope can flatter himſelf that, until they are done away, any ſyſtem 
of co-operation can be ſucceſsful againſt Frarice? Every perſon 
who has ever had an opportunity of mixing in ſociety, every body 
who has ever been upon the Continent of Europe in the tour of his 
education, muſt have ſeen that the rooted enmity between Auſtria 
and Pruſſia deſcends even to the private ſoldier, and actuates the 
very ranks of their armies. And unleſs I ſhall ſee that a con- 
viction of common danger ſhall make them enter into a more gene- 
rous union of effort than any that they have hitherto done, I con- 
feſs to you that I ſhall not form any ſanguine hope to myſelf of ac- 
compliſhing the object by the means of continental leagua. The 
noble Lord ſays there are ſymptoms of confederation—ſymptoms ! 


my Lords; we want more than ſymptoms ; we muſt have ſome- 


thing more expreſs, ſomething more ſolid to rely upon before we 
can expect that Europe can be delivered from its dangers, and the 
world have redreſs. We are told of the vigour manifeſted by 
Ruſſia and the Porte. It is impoſſible, my Lords, to hear this 
preſented to the people of England as a ground of confidence and 
hope without aſtoniſhment. What! a conjunction between the 
Ruſſians and the Turks? It is impoſſible to ſpeak of ſo monſtrous 
an idea without ridicule. We all know that their mutual diſtruſt 
and jealouſy exceeds that of all other nations. It is hereditary ; 
the child ſucks it in with his. mother's milk ; it is made a part of 
their education, and becomes a habit of their nature. We all 
know that the family upon the Throne of the Ruſiizs. have uni- 
formly cheriſhed. the notion that. Conſtantinople is to be a part of 
their inheritance. With this view, what is the name they have 


given to the ſecond ſon, the brother of the preſent Emperor? It 


has always been their politics, and I fear that it is not likely to be 
abandoned at a moment the moſt favourable to its views. And is 
it from a coalition of this ſort that we are to derive hopes of vigo- 
rous operation againſt France? We do not argue like politieians 


if we yield ourſelves to fo falſe an imagination. And what is the 


Ottoman Porte? Do we not know that the moſt helpleſs of all 


the countries upon earth is Turkey? The united concurrence of 


every hiſtorian the moſt recent, and the more convincing teſtimony 
of facts, prove that they are not merely incapable of external opera- 


tions; but even of domeſtic defence. Have they not been even 
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now defeated in more than thirty attacks upon one rebellious 
Pacha? They are incapable of reſiſting the rebellion of a ſubjeR ! 
Is it from ſuch a country that we can look for vigorous co- opera- 


tion, or is it upon ſuch a league that we can ſafely repoſe? My 


Lords, the experience that we have had ought to teach us diſtruſt ; 
it ought to impreſs upon our minds a conviction of the hollow prin- 


' ciple upon which combinations of this kind are formed. When 


we ſee a court fo little actuated by motives of honour and juſtice as 
to forfeit its obligations, can we afterwards have confidence in its 
fidelity? In private life what would you ſay of a man who was 
even tardy or negligent in diſcharging his duties? If any of your 


- Lordſhips ſhould advance to a man in neceſſity a ſum of money 
to enable him to carry on a juſt claim to eſtates that were withheld 


from him, and by ſuch ſuccour he ſucceeded in his lawſuit, would 


you not ſay that his firſt duty was to repay the noble Lord the ſum 
he had borrowed with gratitude for the aid by which he had been 


ſaved from ruin, and what term of reproach would not be his due, 
if he ſhould fail in this a& of juſtice? My Lords, what is true of 


an individual is true of a Court. You have aſſiſted the great 
powers of the Continent—one of them contracted large engage- 


ments with you, and was enabled through your means to make 


valuable acquiſitions. I do not find, from His Majeſty's ſpeech, 


that that power has come forward to diſcharge its obligations ; 
I do not find that that power has given any afſurance that he 


will repay the loan which he raiſed under the guarantee of 


the Britiſh Government, and therefore I ſay again, my Lords, 
that even if a new combination ſhould be made with ' courts 


that have only hitherto looked to their own diſtin and individual 


objects, and who have deſerted the common cauſe the inſtant that 
they had obtained ſome miſerable acquiſition to themſelves, we can 
have no proſpect of advantage from ſuch a league. Nay, my Lords, 
if the jealouſies of theſe great powers ſhould again be ſtifled for the 
moment, I ſhould not think it all that was neceſſary to the com- 
bined moyement of Europe againſt France. I ſhould demand the 
concurrence and the exertion of the northern powers alſo. It is 
material that the powers of the Baltic ſhould join in the confederacy ; 
but I ſee nothing of all this, and yet we are told that we are to con- 
tinue the war upon the ground of hollow and disjointed combina- 
tion, and that combination neither general nor diſintereſted. Are 
they leſs ſenſible of their danger than we are? Are they leſs liable 


to feel the atrocity of the French ſyſtem ? It ſurely will not be ſaid 


that they are. The ſecurity that we derive from our marine, from 
our inſular fituation, from public opinion, make us certainly more 
ſecure than any kingdom on the Continent; and when we ſce that 
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they make uſe of us only for their own ends; that, however ſolemn 
their engagements, they deſert us without a ſtruggle of conſeience, 
and make their peace whenever they have made their acquiſition, 
can we again entangle ourſelves with ſuch confederates ? I antici- 
pate the reply to all this, „How can we make peace? After 
repeated trials it has been ſhewn that it 1s impoſſible to negociate 
with the French Directory.“ Your Lordſhips know my opinion 
upon this; I do not deſire that His Majeſty's Government ſhould 
humiliate itſelf; J have always given my opinion on what J con- 
ceive to be the proper and becoming manner for a great country 
like this to act. I do not know what may now be the diſpoſition 
of the French Directory towards peace; I have no means of know- 
ing it. When I had reaſon to believe there was a diſpoſition and 
an opening, I did not fail to give my opinion and my advice. Their 
repeated trials, they ſay, have failed ; they know beſt whether they 
ought to have failed. I do not with to cxaſperate ; if they wers 
ſincere, J only lament that they did not take the moſt dignified 
courſe, nor the moſt likely to obtain the end. The courſe that I 
have always recommended is that which is open and unequivocal. 
I would have your Lordſhips to ſhew by your conduR, that you ſeek 
for no other object than ſecurity and peace; that you will ſupport 
the Government, who ſhall act upon this ſingle prineiple ; and let 
it be made manifeſt to all the world, that England looks to nothing 
elſe. It is particularly dignified to make this declaration in the 
moment of conqueſt. I have ſaid, that I do not know how the 
French Directory may be now diſpoſed; but I know that it can 
never be unſeaſonable to make the avowal of your ſyſtem. Political 
ſituations are always changing! every fix months produces a new 
ra, and gives riſe to new ideas in ſtates, as well as in individuals. 
The France of this day, is not the France of laſt year; and there- 
fore, however indiſpoſed they were upon the laſt experiment, it is 
now worth the trial. I do not mean that you ſhould ſend to offer 
it, but chooſe the moment of victory to make it manifeſt that you 
look to nothing elſe ; and that you are conſtantly ready and pre- 
pared to make it. After ſuch declaration, ſhould they refuſe it, 
our courſe is clear and ſafe. ' Let us lay afide all idle plans of con- 
queſt and acquiſition which we cannot maintain, witneſs Corſica . 
and St. Domingo, and let us only think of cheap and economical 
defence. Let us rctuſe our aſſent to all continental intrigues in 
which it is likely that the French will out-manceuvre us, for it is 
clear that in all the progreſs of their ſyſtem, they have gained full 
as much by intrigue as they have by arms. To all ſuch intrigues. 
this country ought to be a ſtranger, and all combinations which 
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have intrigue for their origin, are as much againſt the intereſts of 
Great Britain as they are againſt thoſe of humanity. The powers 
thar combine with you for ſelfiſh purpoſes, are only true to their en- 
gagements againſt France until they have tucceeded in their views, 
and then they become French in their turn. The Directory know 
this, and take their advantages of it; they are not weak enough to 
dread the confederacies that are made of ſuch materials, for that 
which has been accompliſhed by corruption and bribery, they know 
may be counteracted by the ſame means. We ought to be above 
the meanneſs of this crooked courſe. No man feels the high fitua- 
tion of this country more than I do; and we ought to reap the ad- 
vantages of that ſituation. Let us diſplay a dihintereſted ſpirit in 
var ſyſtem, and above all, mark our character by moderation. It 
is the policy, and it ought to be the pride of this country. At home 
the Crown has gained every thing ; it cannot, and it ought not ta 
took for any farther acceſſion of power. Oppoſition has difappeared 
— ſome ſay it is dead and buried, and that Oppoſition as a party 
is no more. I am told fo, but I ſpeak of it without any perſonal 
knowledge—T never was a party man; but it is extinguiſhed, and 
It is a great opportunity for the Crown to take ſuch high and ad- 
vantageous ground, as by ſecuring popular opinion, to prevent the 
growth of all party again. The preſent is a moſt favourable mo- 
ment for ſecuring the unanimity which now prevails. To conci- 
liate popular opinion ought to be the great object. The attachment 
of the people is ftronger and more valuable than a hundred parties. 
By keeping down the expences, by introducing economy and order 
into every department of the ſtate, by putting an end to the concep- 
rions of influence, you can prevent the revival of party, you will 
reap the true advantages of your preſent ſituation. I ſhall certainly 
think it my duty to give my ſupport to every vigorous meaſure that 
ſhall ſerve to put the country into a ſtill more advantageous poſition. 
I think it right and political that by one great operation of finance 
you ſhould keep down thoſe irkſome, petty, and unproductive ex- 
actions which fret and diſturb men's minds, and create an irritation 
which would again favour the views of faction. Tt is your duty, 
my Lords, to ſupport a great and liberal plan that ſhall ſet the Go- 
vernment above the neceſſity of petty ſhifts. You ought to be 
ſwilled with patronage ; it has gone more than its proper length, 
and in order to preſerve the union which the courſe of events has ſo 
happily brought about, you ought to join in any extentive and diſ- 
mtereited plan by which the country ſtall learn that you are actuated 
by a zeal proportionate to your high condition in the State. I ſhall 
certainly think it my duty to ſupport the Government in this courſe, 
always reſerving to myſelf my longing after peace. We are told 
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of ſtrong meaſures which are in contemplation; rumours of an 

Union with Ireland, and ſo forth. My Lords, it is not the time 

for me to pronounce any opinion upon that great queſtion. I have 

no heſitation, however, in ſaying, that if the plan upon which we 

are in future to go on, isa plan of Government by public opinion, 

it hall have my countenance and ſupport : if it be a plan of go- 

verning by expence, by corruption, and influence, I ſhall think it 

my duty to oppoſe it, whatever title it may bear. I think that wg 

are come to that point in our hiſtory, when we muſt reſuine the good 

ſenſe of our anceſtors, and govern by public opinion, not by. bribery, 

patronage and corruption. When inſtead of looking merely to 

creat families, we muſt look to the people; and when, inſtead of 
the graſp and range of influence, we muſt truſt to the economy with 

which every branch of the Government is adminiſtered. So much 

for our home affairs. With reſpect to our external poſition, I re- 
peat it, my Lords, that you have but one practicable courſe ; and it 
is, to declare that you will ſteadily, through a cheap defenſive 
ſyſtem, look only to attain a folid, permanent, and honourable 

peace. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, Miniſters had ſhewn ſuch a zeal,  aQi- 
vity and diligence in carrying on this war againſt our moſt invete- 
rate enemy, that he was perfectly ſatisfied they deſerved the higheſt 
praiſe ; but, ſays his Lordſhip, I ſhall not ſay any thing upon that 
ſubject, becauſe I do not wiſh any of your Lordſhips' time to be 
taken_up in the conſideration of it now, eſpecially as the noble Lords 
who have preceded me in this debate, have already ſpoken upon 
the ſubject. I ſhall only ſay that I have the pleaſure to coincide in 
opinion with the noble Lords who moved and ſeconded the addreſs 
now before your Lordſhips. 

The noble Marquis who ſpoke laſt alluded to the opinion of the 
people on the ſubject of the late negotiation for peace between this 
country and France; and he ſtated how eſſential it is that the opi- 
nion of the people ſhould be with-his Majeſty's Minifters, and that 
they ſhould think them fincere ; whether the negociation was well 


conducted or not on our part, I will not pretend to determine, becauſe 


I] do not feel that I am competent to ſuch a determination, but 
forming an opinion as well as I am able, I muſt ſay, becauſe I 
feel, that it was well conducted. I am ſure it had the effect of 
convincing the people of England that His Majeſty's Miniſters were 
ſincere. i 8 0 

We hear much ſaid of the misfortunes of the preſent war, and 
there are ſome who continually call it “ this unfortunate war.” It 
is unſortunate, certainly, my Lords, on account of the expence with 
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which it is attended; but taking that out of the conſideration, 
which I think we ought to do, for it is unavoidable, then I would 
ſay that this country never carried on any war that was more ſue- 
ceſsful than the preſent. 

As to the obſervations that are made upon ſpeeches from the 
Throne, and how little reliance is to be placed on promiſes that may 
be there held forth, and the inconveniences that may ariſe from 


your Lordſhips remaining till until treaties are concluded, I can 


only fay that ſuch is the courſe of things under the very nature of 
our Government. Your Lordſhips can have nothing but hints in 
ſpeeches from the Throne until treaties are concluded ; for until 
then, no regular information comes before this Houſe, and therefore, 
you can have nothing but the information which is conveyed to 
you by the ſpeech from the "Throne, which ſpeech your Lordſhips 
have a right to make obfervations upon, becauſe it is always confi- 
dered as the ſpeech of the Miniſter. 

The noble Marquis aſks, what there is in the den of Tur- 
key to make that power the ſubject of our hope? What there is that 
may be ſaid to have been ſucceſsful with regard to them? I can 
only ſay, that they have lately been very ſucceſsful, for they have 
ſeen their errors with regard to their conduct towards France; they 
now ſee they ought long ago to have oppoſed the French with the 
utmoſt vigour. "They have now opened their eyes, and they are 
determined to a& with vigour. They have ſeen that this country 
is true to its engagements, and they now wiſh to form new 
alliances. 

The Emperor Paul is alſo taken notice of in the ſpeech from the 
throne ; his charaQer, I believe, deſerves praiſe—he is indeed dif- 
ferent from his predeceſſor Catherine; his ſyſtem of internal policy 
is moderation ; he does not wiſh people to be kept in dungeons. 
I have no doubt but that a prince ſo remarkable for virtue will be 
faithful to his engagements, and therefore, I confeſs, I am glad of 
the alliance between him and this country. 

J have heard a rumour, that Denmark and Sweden are arming, 
and that the other powers are making great preparations ; I hope 
the rumour is true. If Europe had made a common cauſe againſt 
the French, they would have been long ago ſucceſsful, and the Great 
Nation muſt have given way to them ; but it is not yet too late, 
and I cannot help thinking that the conteſt in which we are en- 


gaged, is now more favourable than ever it was before this time. 


With regard to our finances, I ſee nothing to alarm us; nor are 
thoſe who are ſuppoſed to ſee theſe points pretty clearly, at all in a 
tale of deſpondency, for the funds are * than they have been 
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for a conſiderable time. We poſſeſs great advantages at this mo- 
ment; the leading one is, that we are now an united and a vigorous 
people, and I hope we ſhall at laſt arrive at.a ſafe and an honour- 
able peace. As to the conqueſts which we made, and which the 
noble Marquis ſays we could not keep; witneſs, he ſays, Saint Do- 
mingo and Corſica ; I can only obſerve, that theſe are not the only 
conqueſts which we have made, for I would fay to the noble Mar- 
quis, witneſs Saint Lucie, Martinique, and the Cape of Good 
Hope. I do not know that we have yet thought of giving any of 
theſe up, but I will not pretend to judge of the policy of giving 
ſome places up and of retaining others ; ſome we may give up, be- 
cauſe they are found to be untenable. I do not pretend to know 
the conſequences of theſe that have been given up; theſe are points 
which I leave to the wiſdom of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; they, in 
my opinion, ought to decide thoſe points for us, becauſe they have 


the beſt means for forming correct judgements. I do not feel 


myſelf competent to decide upon them. | 
Lord HOLLAND. Promiſes have been from time to time 


held forth to us, and which have been from time to time almoſt 


uniformly broken, that I own, however gratifying it might be to 
my feelings if I could, I cannot agree in all the ſentiments which 
were conveyed to your Lordſhips in the ſpeech from the Throne 
to-night, and which are repeated in the addreſs which is now before 


you. | I am under the neceſſity of taking notice of ſome parts of 


the ſentiments of the noble Lords who moved and ſeconded the 
addreſs; I will allow to theſe noble Lords all they can defire in 
the argument; I will conſider all the victories we have gained, as 
additions to the national credit and honour ; for no man can be 
more willing than myſelf to dwell with pleaſure on the victories of 
our country ; I will allow that whenever our naval force has met 
that of the enemy, we have, without a ſingle exception, been ſue- 
ceſsful ; yet, with all theſe advantages, I confeſs it appeared to me, 
that the noble Lords who moved and ſeconded the addreſs, failed to 
prove that, which it was their great object to eſtabliſh, namely, that 


the next combination of the powers of Europe will procure for this 
country an advantageous peace. I have already ſaid, that no man 


can rejoice more ſincerely than myſelf at our late victory; but then, 
my Lords, let us look what uſe is likely to be made of it. If the 


only advantage which we are to gain by it, be merely to revive the 
Horrors of war; if Miniſters intend only to avail themſelves of 


this opportunity, to ſpread the devaſtations of war over the ſur- 
face of the globe, more generally than has hitherto been done; 1 
own, I do not ſee any reaſon for exultation. I confeſs it has ar- 
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peared to me for ſome time, that this is the diſpoſition of His Ma- 
jeſty's Minifters, inſtead of making it the means of obtaining that 
which alone is the firſt objet of all war, namely, peace. Would 
to God, my Lords, that fuch were the views of Miniſters ! but it 
is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that ſuch is their ſerious intention. The 
very language of the ſpeech holds out a contrary ſentiment. We 
hear indeed of the powerful effects of a new confederacy ; it is held 
out to you now in the ſpeech from the Throne; but this is not the 
firſt time you have heard from the Throne, of the probable effect of 
a powerful confederacy againſt France ; and I wiſh to know what 
there is now in your fituation, which ſhould induce you to think 
that the confederacy now about to be formed, (for I have not heard 
of its being yet completed) will be of a firmer texture, and more 
durable and efficacious, than thoſe which have been tried already. 


The truth of the matter indeed is, that all confederacies are liable to 
be diffolved from the contrariety of intereſts, unavoidable accidents, 


and the natural jealouſies which the confederates have for each other. 
Theſe are evils which are inſeparable from all conferacies whatever, 


and there are as many of them applicable to the different powers of . 
Europe, now, perhaps, as there ever were-at any former time. I fay 


this, not from the characters of the different powers, (which by the 
way would juſtify me), but I ſay it from the experience of poſitive 
acts. which are almoſt equal to demonſtration. I have no ſeruple 


in ſaying, that the former confederacy of Princes was one of the 


chief cauſes of the calamities which the French Revolution had pro- 


duced. I fay then, my Lords, that experience teaches you it is 
impoſſible to have any advantage to this country by any confederacy 


whatever. Compare the fituation of this country at this moment 
with its eondition at the commencement of hoſtilities, and then atk 
yourſelves, my Lords, what is likely to be the reſult of your pro- 
ceeding? If ſo many viQories cannot gain you peace, what is a 
new confederacy to produce * You have loſt ſome things by trea- 


chery, and others you have gained by conqueſt ;/ but yet I do not ſee 


that your condition is in the leaft degree amended. And here 1 
cannot help obſerving, that while we remember (how is it poſſible 
to forget?) how we have treated ſome States: how our friendſhip 


has been the ruin of ſome people; it is not very handſome, nor very 
generous, to talk much of the manner in which ſome States have 


loſt their power and conſequence for want of having ſufficiently re- 


fiſted the attacks of France. I fay, my Lords, this is neither gene- 


rous nor handſome in us when we know that ſome States have, for 
the preſent at leaſt, been blotted out of the map, in conſequence of 


our moſt friendly interference, With regard to the union of other 
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wers, and the relianee that we ought to place on their ſincerity towards 
us, let us recollect that we have not had one of them in alliance 
with us who has not deſerted us. Auſtria, the moſt conſiderable of 
them all, was only a drain upon us, and a temptation for the con- 
queſt of the enemy. But my obſervations are not oonfined merely 
to the weakneſs of any confederacy, and the improbability there is 
of its even continuing for a ſufficient time, or in ſufficient force, to 
be effectual; or of the probability there is that they will deceive us 
again if we truſt to them; but my obſervation extends to an object 
of another nature I mean that the late glorious victory we obtained 
over the French ought to induce us to ſhew a diſpoſition for peace; 
for that is the truly wiſe uſe that ſhould be made of the advantage 
you have gained. Indeed if you do not ſhew that diſpoſition when 
vou are ſucceſsful, I do not know when, with any advantage, you 
can ſhew it; for if you ſhew it after an adverſe fortune, either your 
ſincerity or your courage will be doubted. Then I aſk, what 
period is to be fixed for the termination of this conteſt? We have 
been told that the French never ſhew any diſpoſition for peace 
when they are ſucceſsful ; but if that be fo, it is a defect in them, 
and we ought not to imitate it. TI think the tone of the French 
is lowered, in ſome particulars at leaſt—I may be told that is be- 
cauſe they feel they are weak; to which I anſwer, if it be ſo, we 
ſhould now try what may be done towards pacification, for they 
may gain ſtrength again, and then they will be leſs eaſy to deal with 
than they are at preſent. If any noble Lord ſhould think any part 
of what I ſay worthy of obſervation, and ſhou. ? - ierve, that wit | 
Jam urging tends to recommending humiliation to this country, I 
ſhould anſwer, that there is not a man in this country who would 
ſcorn to do ſo more than the perſon who'has now the honour of ad- 
dreſſing your Lordſhips; but I muſt declare, what ſome may think 
_ fooliſh, but I ſhall declare it, becauſe it appears to me founded in 
ſound ſenſe, That to ſhew a diſpoſition for peace in the hour of proſ- 
perity, is not a humiliation, but a magnanimity. And I do not 
think that the people of this country would think it humiliating if 
a peaceable, diſpoſition was now manifeſted in their name by His 
Majeſty's Miniſters ; and yet I am well aſſured that they would not 
now (I hope they never will) hear of any peace that was not conſiſ- 
tent with their honour and their intereſt. - I am ſo far from think- 
ing that the people would have any wiſhes that are inconſiſtent with 
the future glory, as well as the preſent comfort, of this country, if 
they had the means of deciding the preſent conteſt, that I wiſh) with 
all my heart, they had their due we and power in the Go- 
vern ment. > 
Vor. VII. | * 
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With regard to the diminution of our expence, it would give me 
great ſatisfaction if it could be brought about with ſafety; but I 
muſt confeſs, however deſirable that might be, I do not ſee much 
probability of it at prefent ; and, indeed, I ſhould not pay much 
attention to the ſubject, if I heard any aflurances made upon it 
from the higheſt authority, for I have obſerved, that in the years 
when we had the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of retrenchment, our expendi- 
ture has moſt remarkably increaſed. 

I feel the difficulty of ſucceeding, in the hour of victory, in any 
attempt to moderate deſire. I know it is an unwelcome taſk to 
talk to your Lordſhips of a diſpoſition to peace: but, nevertheleſs, 
J cannot help urging it, becauſe J feel it to be my duty to do fo. 
But when noble Lords talk of a great ſpirit in this Houſe for the 
continuation of the war, I feel the effect of that obſervation. I 
ought to apologize to your Lordihips for taking up your time : but 
I feel that the ſpirit is likely to continue, and I fear the effect of it. 
I do not think I paſs the bounds of order when I ſay we have freſh 
recruits continually poured into this Houſe to tight for His Majeſty's 
Minifters. 

Lord MULGRAVE was forry to offer himfelf to the notice of 
their Lordſhips, in conſequence of what had paſſed in the diſcuſſion, 
but his perſonal feelings induced him to join in the general expreſ- 
fions of joy and congratulation on the glorious achievements of 
Lord Nelfon. The gallant Admiral had, in his earlieſt years, 
given the moſt ſignal proots of future (kill and gallantry. He had 


been educated in an excellent ſchool, and even at that youthful 


period afforded expectations ſo well grounded and fo ſanguine, as 
not to be ſurpaſſed by the brilliant and unparalleled victory which 
he had gained. Mingling his tribute of applauſe in the burſt of 
general Joy, 'on an event fo unexampled in its luſtre, and ſo ad- 
vantageous in its reſult, he confeſſed he had little diſpoſition to enter 
into the arguments advanced by the noble Marquis for propoſing 
terms of peace to ſuch an enemy as we had to contend with. The 
noble Lord had maintained, that we were, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, bound to come forward and negotiate. But what was 
the ſituation of both countries? Was the noble Lord ſupported in 
his ſtatement by a candid review of the circumſtances in which they 
both flood? Were the Governments equal in points of juſtice ? 
Were they equal in point of ſound policy? Were they equal in 
popularity? If they were not, he would aſk, Was the preſent 
moment a time for the diſplay of unmerited and injudicious mode- 
ration? Was it a time to crouch to the intemperate views of inor- 
dinate ambition, and to ſeek for precarious ſecurity? No! it was, 
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on the contrary, a time for inſpiring unanimity and vigour, for in- 
fuſing conſtancy and courage into the powers which were threatened 
with diſſolution, and for reſcuing from oppreſſion and every ſpecics 
of miſery, the countries which had unfortunately fallen victims to 
the arbitrary meaſures, and the boundleſs tyranny of the French Re- 
public. Our propoſals to make peace on former occafions had been 
converted into arguments againſt us, and had operated in exciting 
exertions againſt ourſelves. "They had deluded the enemy to think 
that we could no Jonger carry on the war, and that they had been 
dictated by imperious neceſſity, but it was a deluſion for which the 
enemy had juſtiy and dearly ſuffered, and which in the end proved 
the happy inſtrument of our triumph and exultation. However he 
might lament the private diſtreſſes of many, and that the tears of 
individuals were ſhed on various occaſions, the general exultation 
was complete and ſatisfactory, for it was founded on the general 
good, on the preſervation, the glory, and the happincſs of the 
country. Great Britain Rood in a high and glorious Gtuation, in a 
proud and honourable pre-eminence, at the head of Europe, offer- 
ing her protection to the ſtates diſtreſſed or threatened by the com- 
mon enemy; let them then come under her ſhicld, which is raiſed 
for their defence and ſccurity! The noble Lord had made a moſt 
wonderful diſcovery. He had found out that it was not the ſan- 
guinary Government of France which had diffuſed ruin and deſo- 
lation throughout the Continent, but that it was our interference 
and our mildneſs which had ſet Europe in a flame. There was 
nothing, in the opinion of that noble Lord, on our part, but a diſ- 
poſition to commence a war, and an indiſpoſition to conclude it. 
Such were the wonderful diſcoverics made by the noble Lord, and 
they certainly would poſſeſs in the general opinion that degree of 
credit to which their extraordinary merit and ingenuity entitled 
them. The noble Marquis had afferted that no concert, no ſyſte- 
matic plan of co-operation could exiſt between nations jealous of 
one another. That Auſtria and Pruſſia were jealous of each other 
when they entered into the war, and became parties in the coalition, 
he was ready to admit; and the noble Marquis was welcome to 
every benefit he could derive from a conceſſion fo limited. But he 
would aſk, Was not the ſituation of theſe powers moſt materially 
altered fince that period? Had Auftria and Pruſſia ſeen no exam- 
ple of ruin ee by improvidently and raſhly indulging in ſen- 
timents of jealouſy? They were at length ſenſible of the neceſſity 


of purſuing with united firmneſs meaſures calculated to promote 


their true intereſts ; and he would undertake to ſay, that with the 
ſalutary impreſſion of their paſt experience, he ſhould have more juſt 
Ex: | | 
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confidence in their preſent alliance than in that of the moſt amica- 


ble nations in a former war. The unexpected co-operation between 


Ruſſia and the Ottoman Porte had been held out as a junction that 
could not be permanent, or attended with any ſolid advantages. But 
what could have induced the Grand Seignior, with all the preju- 
dices with which he was ſuppoſed to be tainted againſt his new ally, 
to ſuffer the Ruſſian fleet to paſs the Dardanelles, but the dreadful 
example of the deſolation and horrors held out to him by the am- 
bition and rapacity of the French in Europe? Were any unbiaſſed 
perſon to take a view of the reſpedtive ſituation of England and 
France, he could not ſubſeribe to the language of humiliation which 
had heen recommended by the noble Lord. The one was high in 
general eſtimation, fruitful in reſourees, venerated for the punctual 
performance of engagements, and ſecking no benefits but thoſe to 
which ſhe was entitled by the civiliſed intercourſe oß mankind, and 
a ſtrict and ſacred adherence to the eſtabliſhed laws of nations. The 
other was degraded in the opinion of the world, dcbaſed by her re- 
peated breaches of public faith, poſſeſſing no reſources but thoſe 
arifing from violence, and therefore of a periſhable nature; with 
no other ſinews of war but thoſe furniſhed by the furious ſpirit of 
rapacity a nation which, having exhauſted thoſe countries that had 


fallen ſacrifices to open force or treachery, had been compelled to 


ſend an expedition to Egypt for the purpoſe of providing reſources 
which it was impoſſible to procure at home. The very idea of en- 
tering into any negociation at preſent with a Government of that 
deſcription, and of conſequently checking the reviving ſpirit of Eu- 
rope, would, in his mind, not only militate againſt the true and ſub- 
ſtantial intereſts of the country, but afford an unqueſtionable Poe 
of puſillanimity and meanneſs. 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, he was ſorry to be obliged again to 
trouble their Lordſhips ; but he could not allow them to remain 
under the impreſſion, which the noble Lord who had juſt fat down 
had endeavoured to give—that he had ſpoken of the moderation of 
France latelv, and in every inſtance, or that he had imputed the 
ſtate of ſeveral countries in Europe, ſolely to the Britiſh Cabinet. 
There was a great difference between contributing to an end, and 
being the ſole cauſe of it. The Miniſters of this country might 


have brought about the ſtate of things under which the calamities 


into which theſe countries had fallen neceſſarily followed. He had 
never faid, that the French had always been moderate in their 
conduct, It was not in the nature of Frenchmen, or in the cha- 
racter of any government in France, republican or monarchical, ta 


be always moderate, This he had contended, however, that there 
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had been period, in which conciliation on the part of this country 
would, even in-the moment of the higheſt proſperity of France, lead 
to peace. It was certainly an ungracious taſk to remind their Lord- 
ſhips that theſe opportunities had been loſt. He did not mean to 
enter into the diſeuſſion now. He truſted a time would come, 
when it would be ſolemnly taken up; when the people of this coun- 
try would call for it. If he had advanced the propoſitions which 
the noble Lord had aſcribed to him, he would have juſtly been the 
object of ridicule; but the arguments which the noble Lord ridi- 
culed were of his own making. He had contended, indeed, that 
the ſums of money ſent abroad by this country, had continued the 
war on the Continnent without advantage; that this war had tended 
to conſolidate the power of France. He lamented to ſay, that the 
endeavours of the Britiſh Cabinet, and the coalition they put in 
motion to cruſh the French Revolution, had placed the French in 
a ſituation which made them for a time the diſturbers of Europe. 
Experience had proved how inadequate a former coalition had 
been to overcome the power of France, and he ſaw no reaſon to 
imagine that the coalitiun which was about to be renewed, would 
be more ſucceſsful. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſpoke nearly as follows After the very 
able manner in which the different topics before you have been 
diſcuſſed by the noble Lords who have ſpoken in favour of the 
addreſs, nothing ſhould now have called me up, to trouble your 
Lordſhips with any additional arguments of mine, but that I was 
unwilling to allow ſome obſervations which dropped from the noble 
Lord who has juſt ſat down, to paſs in filence. The noble Lord, 
has alluded to certain points, on which he hopes that the moment 
for diſcuſſion will arrive. Let not the noble Lord imagine, that 
I will ſhrink from ſuch a diſcuſſion; let him not think that I 
will ever be afraid to meet him, or any man, to argue that queſ- 
tion, T'call upon the noble Lord to identify dates and circum- 
ſtances, to point out the time when His Majeſty's Miniſters were 
backward to embrace and to improve any favourable opportunity 
which promiſed to lead to a fafe and honourable peace. On the 
contrary, as my noble friend has well obſerved, if Miniſters were 
at all to blame, it was in being too forward to teſtify their anxiety _ 
for peace; facts and documents are on record, and will ſhew 
whether the charge which the noble Lord has urged, be well founded, 
But ſurely never was there a worſe occafion than the preſent for 
renewing theſe queſtions. There have been times indeed when 
France, in the career of her ſucceſs, was able to diQate terms to 
thoſe who ſued her for peace. There have been moments when it 
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ſelfiſn politics, which have to-night been applauded ; 


{Loxps. 


was found neceſſary to abandon Europe, becauſe Europe had aban- 
doned itſelf. There have been moments when it was impoſlible 
to oppoſe with vigour and effect the progreſs of France, becauſe it 
was impoſſible to awaken other powers to their true intereſts, or 
rather, to infuſe reaſon into their Councils. There have heen 


Stateſmen who argued like the noble Lord and his. friends ; who 


by a mean and a temporiſing policy, compromiſed their own dig- 
nity, and left France miſtreſs of Europe. What has produced that 
lamentable degraded ſtate of ſeveral of the powers of Europe, but 
counſels ſuch as thoſe which the noble Lord, and thoſe with whom 
he has acted, have uniformly recommended? What has endan- 
gered the ſubverſion of civilized ſociety, and the overthrow of the 
ſyſtem of Europe, but paltry, ſhameful diſunion; but thoſe ſhifting, 
till at laſt, 

after France has for years been ſtrengthened by the reſourees of 
plunder, the miſery of republican domination has driven thofe coun- 
tries to that reſiſtance which they were afraid to exert when their 

ſtrength and their means were entire? It is not with ſorrow, but with 


Pride and ſatisfaction, that I acknowledged that I have never ſub- 


mitted to you the neceſſity of different policy. I have valued too much 
the teſtimony of my own conſcience, the feelings of national honour, 
the dictates of public duty, and, perhaps, thoſe frail memorials 
which may remain of me, ſhould men take the trouble to inquire 
how I have thought and acted in this great eriſis, ever to adviſe any 


other than a vigorous, manly line of conduct, or to recommend any 


reſource but in our conſtancy and perſeverance. It has ever been 
the opinion which I have entertained and avowed, that if France 
remained miſtreſs of the Continent, you could have no ſafety. 

That though by the deſertion and timidity of other powers you 
might be driven to ſeparate negotiation, yet, whatever might be the 
importance and glory of your own ſucceſſes, you could never have a 
good and ſecure peace. Diſunion, mean, ſhifting policy, have oc- 
caſioned all the calamities under which a conſiderable part of Europe 
now groans. Now, however, there is ſomething more than mere 
ſymptoms of the return of other ſentiments, and the prevalence of 
other views. There is more than ſymptoms to ſhew that the 
powers on the Continent are willing to embrace a line of conduct 
more ſuited to their intereſts. This then is not the, moment for 
England to ſhow that ſhe is guided only by little ſelfiſh politics. 
Inſtead of refigning Europe to its fate, and abandoning the victims 


of French domination to their mifery, it ought to be the buſineſs of 


England to animate their efforts, and contribute to their deliverance. 


It is rather the duty of the Miniſters of this country, ſupported" by 
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King and Parliament, to ſay that we are . to aſſiſt the reſt of 
Europe; that we are willing to aid them by our counſels ; to ſap- 
port them with our e to conciliate differences; to allay 
jealouſies; to unite their 3 not, by reviving former ſyſ- 
tems, by enflamirg old jealouſies, and encouraging former rival- 
ſhips, to prevent that co-operation and concert which is ſo neceflary 
to the general ſafety of Europe, and fo connected with the true in- 
eereſt of the country. 


Such is the ſyſtem upon which 1 have acted, nor can any man 
ſo far miſtake the principle of that ſyſtem, as to imagine that Mi- 
niſters have been averſe to avail themſelves of any favourable op- 
portunity for a ſafe and honourable peace. The noble Marquis has 
obſerved, that thoſe victories ſhould only have been remembered 
which led to peace: and the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt faid, that 
the attainment of an immediate peace was the only legitimate ob- 
ject of war. I have ever underſtood, however, that thoſe victories 
were the moſt renowned and celebrated which were gained in felf- 
defence, and that the moſt legitimate of all wars was that which is 
waged for that great object. To the fulleſt praiſe in both theſe. 
reſpects, the glorious victory of Lord Nelſon is entitled. That 
noble Lord will indeed do that which the noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt has referred to ſo invidiouſly ; he will bring with him into this 
Houſe, a true martial ſpirit, and honours as well earned as thoſe 
which ennobled the anceſtors of either of the noble Lords. Nor 
will this brilliant victory be without its advantages. Notwithſtand- 
ing what has been aſſerted, and whether peace be immediate or 
more remote, there can be no peace negotiated by this country, in 
which that great achievement will not form a leading conſideration. 
Theſe are the counſels which we have offered, and theſe are the 
principles which, in my official capacity, I have urged to the Go- 
vernments upon the Continent. Shall I then be told that this ad- 
vice has occaſioned the calamities which have befallen part of Eu- 
rope? At the beginning of the eonteſt, when Holland was endea- 
vouring by negotiation to avoid the danger with which it was threa- 
tened, we endeavoured to inculcate the principle that ſuch a compro- 
miſe would infallibly lead to ruin and to mifery. The words in 
His Majeſty' s ſpeech, in which the conduct of Holland was cha- 
ractiſed in this way, was ſtiled by a perſon at that time, a. “ dia- 
bolical paragraph.” Circumſtances, however, have ſince too fatally 
proved how correctly true was the doctrine we urged, and how well 
ounded was the caution which we held out. - The Dutch thought 
that by negotiation they would obtain the barrier of peace inſtead 
of the barrier of reſiſtance, and they fell headlong-into the deſtrue- 
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tion which they endeavoured to avoid. Our ſituation is compared 
in His Majeſty's ſpecch with the ſituation of other countries, and 
the compariſon is called ungenerous. We have ſeen, however, to 
what cauſes the calamities of our allies may be aſeribed, but the 
compariſon is not confined to allies alone. What is the ſituation 
of thoſe powers which yet ſtand in a trembling, degraded, preca- 
rious exiſtence, purchafed by diſtionour? Look at thoſe who have 
followed that courſe in which the noble Lord and his friends have 
recommended us to ſeek oùr ſafety. Look at theſe powers, and 
what impartial man will deny that the comparifon juſtifies an | 
honeſt pride, that the ſurvey} approves the ſyſtem on which we have 
acted. We have endeavoured, in a moment of difficulty and dan- | 
ger, to maintain the honour and independence of our country, and 
to ſupport the liberties of Europe, and the proud ſuperiority we 
now enjoy, the nation owes to its own conſtancy, its energy, and 


its virtue. 


The Marquis of LANSDOWN obferved, that in what he had 
faid to- night he had abſtained from agitating any topics that ſeemed 
not immediately connected with the diſcuſſion before the Houſe. 
He had delivered his ſentiments eandidly, and he had hoped that 
they would have been received as the ſuggeſtions of one who meant 
to offer what he thought of real and practical importance. Since, 
however, the noble Lord, who juſt ſat down, had brought forward 
old queſtions, he would frankly own that he thought favourable op- 
portunities for concluding a ſafe and hononrable peace had been 
loft, and that for the omiſſion Miniſters were ſeverely reſponſible. 
When the noble Lord talked ſo exultingly of the ſchemes enter- 
tained for new coalitions, when he told us that we were to take the 
lead in Europe, he thought it a fooliſh, idle plan, which could ter- 
mĩnate in nothing but confuſion and diſaſter. He begged their 
Lordfhips to read the collections which had recently been publiſhed 
of the correſponderice of our Stateſmen fince the Revolution (Lord 
\ Bolingbroke, -Lord Townſhend, Sir Robert Walpole, and others), 
and they would find how much our wiſeſt politicians diſapproved of 
Continental connections, the ſyſtem of ſubſidies, and the attempt to 
take the lead in Europe. In his own time, he recollected to have 
heard a near relation of the noble Lord (Lord Grenville's father) 
ſearch the Engliſh language for epithets by which to expreſs his 
dHapprobation of ſuch views and politics. To be at he head of 
Europe, to aſſign to one and to take from another, might ſound 
high, and amuls the people of this country, but it was an idle, vain, 
and deluſive chimera. The noble Lord had himſelf owned the 
difficulties he had to encounter in forming the coalition among the 
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Continental powers 3 and he had owned too, that to ſupport the 
confederacy had baffled his ſkill. The Duke of Marlborough, 
who poſſeſſed conciliatory talents in as eminent a degree as any man 
ever did, ſays with that grace which was ſo peculiar to him, that it 
Vas ſome merit to have made eight nations act as one man? Great 
as the Duke of Marlborough' s talents were, he would venture to 
ſay, that were he alive now it would be above his talents, to form 
ſuch a confederacy; or to make four nations act as one man; not 
would the noble Lord find it eaſy to make even four nations act 
with concert and effect. Now that experiments are to be made at 
the expence of ſo many millions, and'of ſo many thouſand lives, he 
would ſay to the noble Lord, you tried one experiment and failed, 

and we don't chuſe that you ſhould try it over again. The noble 
Lord has been deceived once, and I am afraid he will find himſelf 
deceived a ſecond time. If, ſaid the noble Marquis, I have any 
credit with the country, I ſtake it upon this ſentiment. For 
ſeveral years I oppoſed the former attempt to take the lead in 
Continental coalitions; and I now oppoſe the attempt to renew 
them. 

Viſcount SYDNEY Aid, a the noble Marquis had read 
hiſtory very differently from him, for he could not diſcover that our 
beſt Stateſmen had ever exprefſed ſuch a diſapprobation of Conti- 
nental connections. The noble Marquis had referred to the au- 
thority of Lord Bolingbtoke; and from his writings, indeed, he 
might draw all the arguments againſt Continental connections which 
now were urged, and which had been repeated by all the Jacobite 
writers for the laſt four reigns; but he did not think the authority 
of Lord Bolingbroke, or the principles on which the infamous 
treaty of Utrecht was concluded, would have great weight. As 
to Lord Townſhend, from whom he had the honour to be deſcended, 
he never ſaw any thing in his correſpondence which could ſupport 
the obſervation of the noble Marquis. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN ſaid, that all the cotreſpond- 
ence of the Stateſmen to whom he alluded, prove that they were 
of opinion, that this country ſhould be careful of attempting to 
take the lead in Continental politics, and to cut and carve in 
Europe. 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that his near and dear relation al- 
luded to, never entertained ſuch a ſentiment, as that the French 
ſhould be permitted to cut and carve in Europe, which was now 
the preciſe queſtion. 

The anten on the addreſs was then put and ene nem. a . 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, November 20, 1798. 


A meſſage from His Majeſty was delivered by Sir Penna 
Molyneux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod : 


MR. SPEAKER, 


De King commands this honourable Houſe to attend His Majeſiy 
immediately in the Houſe of Peers. 


Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend 
His Majeſty ; and being returned, 

A bill for the more effectual preventing clandeftike outlawries 
was read the firſt time. 

Reſolved, That this bill be read a ſecond time. 

Nr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that he had iſſued war- 
rants for the election of Members to ſerve in Parliament for the 
following places, viz. for Higham Ferrars, in the room of James 
Adair, Eſq. deceaſed ; for Leiceſterſhire, in the room of William 
Pochin, Eſq. . ; and for Ripon, in the room of William 
Lawrence, Eſq. deceaſed. 

Mr. Speaker then reported that the Houſe had attended His 
Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where His Majeſty was pleaſed to 
make a moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne to both Houſes of 
Parliament: of which, Mr. Speaker faid, he had, to prevent miſ- 
takes, obtained a copy, which he read to the Houſe. 


Her which, ſee the Proceedings of the Lords. | 


Lord GRANVILLE LEVISCN GOWER faid, he roſe, 
purſuant to the taſk which he had undertaken, of moving an ad- 


dreſs in reply to the gracious ſpeech from the Throne, which they 


had juft heard read. He expreſſed his diffidence in his own talents 
to do juſtice to the various topics of that ſpeech. But, however 
inadequate his abilities were to the taſk, it was his conſolation that 
he could rely on the indulgence of the Houſe, fince the ſubje& of 
the few obſervations which he had to offer poſſeſſed ſuch ſtrong 
claims on the attention of every individual, and was already deve- 
loped in ſuch forcible terms in His Majeſty's ſpecch, that the aids 
of eloquence were little wanting to heighten its effect. Whatever 
difference of opinion had formerly exiſted reſpecting the origin and 
conduct of the war, he believed there could now exiſt but one 
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opinion reſpeQing the neceſſity of proſecuting it with vigour. The 


Houſe would recolle& that His Majeſty had been induced to make 
two attempts to negociate with France. Notwithſtanding that 
country was far from being in ſuch a ſituation as to render it pro- 
bable that its Government would permanently preſerve the rela- 
tions of peace and amity, it was conceived that a dawn of reaſon 
had at laſt broke forth in France, and it was hoped that the Direc- 
tory would ſee that it was their intereſt to make ſuch a peace as this 
country could with honour agree to. The event, however, ſhewed 
how vain were all theſe expectations. There were ſome, indeed, 
who thought that the fituation of this country was ſuch as to render 
peace deſirable upon any terms. He muſt allow that it was poſſi- 
ble for a country to be ſo much embarraſſed, as to render it pru- 
dent in the Government to make peace upon almoſt any terms. 
He ſhould not now enter into the queſtion whether this was, at 
any period of the preſent war, the ſituation of this country. Great 
difficulties we had certainly experienced, but we had happily ſur- 
mounted them. The national credit was at one time greatly diſ- 
treſſed. The enemy placed their expectations upon the overthrow of 
our funding ſyſtem. The only alternative left us ſeemed, in the minds 
of many, to be national bankruptcy, or a more flow but equally cer- 
tain national ruin. It was then that, for a moment, the public 
opinion wavered. But though public opinion ought always ultimately 
to influence the meaſures of Government, yet a wiſe Government, 
which regards the happineſs of the people will never ſuffer itfelf to 
be influenced by thoſe temporary fluctuations of ſentiment which are 
inconſiſtent with the national dignity, and might, if not guarded 
againſt, prove injurious to the beſt intereſts of the country. It was 
the peculiar advantage of the Britiſh Conſtitution, that it was cal- 
culated to remove falfe impreſſions, and to enable the Government 
to lead the people back to a true ſenſe of their intereſt and their 
duty. It was not neceſſary for the Government to explain to the 
people that remiſſneſs on their part would be attended with their 
own ruin. They ſaw that the enemy would liſten to no terms 
of accommodation conſiſtent with the ſafety or peace of the country. 
Terms had, indeed, been offered, but fortunately for the civilized 
world, theſe terms were rejected with diſdain. The people of 
England ſaw no ſacrifice would ſave them from the fangs of that 
gigantic deſpotiſin which had ſpread ſo much ruin over the Conti- 
nent, they therefore reſolved to oppoſe to it a manly and determined 
reſiſtance. The ſpirit of the country was rouſed, and its ardour 
ſeemed to have increaſed in proportion to the difficulties it had to 
combat. It was this noble diſplay of public energy which enabled 
F 2 
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the Houſe, in the laſt ſeſſion, to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies without 
any permanent adqition to the public debt. The augmentation of 
the aſſeſſed taxes, by which this great object was effected, which 
gave a death blow to the hopes the enemy had cheriſhed from the 
failure of our pecuniary refources, bore, no doubt, with heavy preſ- 
ſure on the great maſs of the people : but the magnitude of the evil 
which they wiſhed to avoid, inade them confider its burden as 
comparatively light; and they ſubmitted with chearfulneſs to the 


temporary privations which it occaſioned. They were convinced- 


of the ſincerity of the efforts which Government had made to re- 
ſtore to them the bleſſings of peace; and they ſaw the impoſſibility 
of attaining even a precarious and tranfient enjoyment of thoſe bleſ- 
ſings, but upon terms incompatible with their own honour, dignity, 
or intereſt, They had too many inſtances of the inſatiable ambi- 
tion, the unbluſhing perfidy of thoſe who hold the reins of power in 
France, to expect any thing like moderation in their propoſals, or 
good faith in obſerving them. Actuated by thefe feelings, the 
Britith people proceeded in willing concert with the Government. 
They had proved to the enemy that neither perſonal exertion nor 
pecuniary aſſiſtance would be wanting to defeat their iniquitous pro- 
J<As, and to vindicate the intereſt and the glory of the Britiſh cha- 
racter. In addition to the burdens impoſed upon them, they had 


come forward with voluntary aids to an amount which exceeded 


the moſt ſanguine expectation, and, from a people unaccuſtomed to 
arms, they had ſuddenly become a nation of foldiers. The effect 
of this noble and generous diſplay of national energy was ſoon viſi- 
ble. The French Government were intimidated ; and all their 
mighty preparations for the invaſion of this country terminated in 
empty gaſconade. They ſhrunk from thoſe ideas which they had 


cheriſhed of enriching themſelves by the: plunder of our property ;- 


ideas which had for a time ſo far flattered the French people, as to 
make them forget the numberleſs- oppreſſions under which they 
groaned. The diſtracted ſtate of the ſiſter kingdom had encou- 
raged them to make an attempt to diffolve its connection with this 
country, and to add the Iriſh people to thoſe of the other nations 
of Europe, who were firſt the dupes of their deluſions, and after- 
wards the victims of their rapacity. In this attempt, however, 


they had been completely foiled. Their repeated expeditions to 


the Iriſh ſhores, however favourably they might ſuppoſe the omens 
with which they had been undertaken, ſerved only to involve them 


in freſh diſappointments and diſgrace. In their attempts upon 
that country they were aided by the co-operation of a diabolical fac- 


tion within itſelf, powerful from the dominion which it poſſeſſed 
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over the prejudices, the paſſions, and ſuperſtitions of an ignorant mul- 
titude. This faction had ſupported itſelf by a ſyſtem of organized 
aſſaſſination and plunder ; a ſyſtem, than which never had there 
been exhibited to the world, one more wicked in its end, or more 
terrible in its aſpect. But all the deep-laid ſchemes of the enemy, 
and domeſtic traitors, were defcated. by the prudence and perſeve- 
rance of his Majefty's Miniſters. The few troops whom the French 
Government had by a favourable chance ſucceeded in throwing 
upon the Iriſn ſhore, were ſoon compelled to ſurrender to His 
Majeſty's forces. This fortunate event was ſucceeded by the de- 
feat of the Breſt fleet, The Dutch ſhips, which had the ſame deſ- 
tination, were alſo intercepted, and, in ſhort, every armament they 
had ventured to ſea, was either captured or diſperſed. From theſe 
inſtances of Britiſh valour and diſcipline, it was natural to turn our 
view to the glorious firſt of Auguſt ; that ſplendid atchievement, 
which, in its brilliancy and its utility was unequaled in the annals 
of this or any other nation. It was a victory that every Engliſh- 
man muſt view with pride and exultation; it was a ſtriking proof 
that neither ſuperiority of numbers, nor ſtrength of poſition, could 
damp the courage, or baffle the ſkill of Britiſh ſeamen. The con- 
ſequences of this achievement were alike great, whether conſidered 
in a commercial, or military point of view. In a commercial one, 
by the new channels of trade which it had laid open to the enter- 
prize of our merchants ; and in a military one, by the effect it 
already had, and would till continue to have, in rouſing the ſpirit of 
the independent States of the Continent to reſiſt the boundleſs ambi- 
tion of France. That expedition, which had been planned againſt 
our Eaſt-India poſſeſſions, had been rendered incapable of injuring 
them. It was cut off from all communication with France, and 
muſt be left to its own means as they were at preſent, for no rein- 
forcement could be ſent to Egypt. Indeed, however painful the 
regret muſt have been when Nelſon returned from his firſt unſuc- 
ceſsful purſuit of the French fleet, it was probably more fortunate 
for this country and Europe that no engagement took place at that 
time. Though no doubt could be entertained reſpecting the iſſue 
of the conteſt, ſtill a conſiderable part of the enemy's fleet might 
have eſcaped; and all the intrigue of the French Government 
would have been employed in perſuading the Turks that the expe- 
dition was not intended againſt any part of their territories, and it 
is not improbable that the Ottoman Porte would have been cajoled , 
by the artful profeſſions of its perfidious ally. As it was; however, 
the conduct of the French had rouſed to determined hoſtility a 
people, whem perhaps they thought too dull to apprehend their de- 
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ſigns, or too feeble to reſiſt them. Not only had the deſtruction 
of the French fleet in the Bay of Aboukir given energy and ſpirit to 
the Turkiſh Government, but it had inſpired all Europe with hope 
and joy. When the news of that great event reached Raſtadt, 
the Deputies of the Empire for the firſt time ventured to reſiſt the 
ambitious projects of the French Plenipotentiaries. It had alfo 


encouraged the King of Naples to oppoſe the common enemy, and it 


was to be hoped that the time was' not far diſtant when he would 
be capable of cruſhing the infant Republics which had been erected 
in his neighbourhood. This great victory and all its happy conſe- 
quences, were the reſult of the vigour, the unanimity, and ſpirit 
which had been diſplayed at home. The financial meaſures which 
that Houſe had adopted, and which were ſanctioned by the people 
at large, had enabled the Government to detach Admiral Nelſon's 
{quadron from the fleet before Cadiz, without allowing that fleet to 


| be too much weakened for the important ſervice it had to perform. 
Indeed the Board of Admiralty could not be too much praiſed for the 


Judicious manner in which they had ſent out reinforcements to Lord 
St. Vincent's fleet, Another advantage reſulting from our national 
ſpirit and confidence was the increaſe of our national reſources. 
Their preſent flouriſhing ſtate was unexampled, and would be 
found at leaſt more than half a million above that of any preceding 
year. Every branch of traffic in which our merchants had engaged, 
had been even more productive than in periods of the moſt profound 
peace. Some gentlemen might perhaps argue that this moment of 
proſperity was the beſt time for negociating a peace; but gentle- 
men ought to recollect, that though Kis Majeſty's Miniſters had no 
objection to treat with France, either on account of the form of its 


Government, or the individuals in power, yet it was impoſſible to 


forget the character of that Government. It was from their con- 
duct to other powers that we ought to eſtimate the practicability of 
negociating in ſaſety with France. Look at their treatment of 
Switzerland, Spain, Auſtria, &. Switzerland had reſiſted in vain, 
and was enſlaved, plundered and ruined, under pretext of friend- 
ſhip: Spain was reduced to the loweſt degree of humiliation : Auſ- 
tria was inſulted and deceived ; for even during the continuance of 
the conferences at Raſtadt, the French had taken poſſeſſion of the 
moſt important fortreſſes of the German empire. When Ruſſia 
and the Ottoman Porte have. ſo magnanimouſly ſtepped forward in 
the cauſe of virtue and ſocial order, when thoſe powers that had by 


fraud or force been ſubjected to French domination, manifeſt a 


returning ſcuſe of indignant pride, and a determination to throw off 
the galliug yoke of republican tyranny, onght that Houle, by talking 
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of an unattainable peace, to chill the ardour and paralyze the efforts 
of the people of England in the common cauſe, and at the ſame 
time to blaſt the hopes of every civilized ſtate of Europe, whoſe 
ſole proſpect of relief centered in this country. Upon none of the 
topics of His Majeſty's ſpeech could there be a diſſentient voice. 
Every one would be ready to pay a juſt eulogium to the glorious I ſt 


of Auguſt, and be eager to expreſs his congratulations on the ſuppreſ- 


fion of that horrible rebellion which had ſo unfortunately exiſted 
in Ireland. The increaſe of our commerce, an1 the flouriſhing 
ſtate of our reſources, were alſo topics upon which it was natural 
to ſuppoſe every one would rejoice, as well as in the energy and 
ſpirit which had raiſed us to fo proud a ſituation. He alſo hoped 
that every one would concur in the opinion of perſevering in the 
ſame ſpirit and courage, which were the only means of bringing to 
an honourable termination the moſt arduous and trying conteſt in 
which the nation had ever been engaged. He concluded with 
moving an addreſs to His Majeſty, which reiterated in the uſual 
manner all the different points of the ſpeech from the Throne. 
Sir H. P. St. JOHN MILDMAY faid :—Sir, after the able, 
eloquent, and impreſſive language in which my noble friend has 
prefaced the addreſs, I feel doubly conſcious of my own inſuffi- 
ciency to engage the attention of the Houſe, and I obtrude myſelf 
on their indulgence with additional di ffidence and embarraſſment. 
However the calamities inſeparable from war muſt ever be the ſub- 
je of deep and unaffected lamentation to every feeling mind, this 
country, at leaſt, enjoys the conſolatory reflection, that it is to the 
conduct of the enemy alone, that theſe miſeries are to be attributed, 
whoſe obſtinacy and inordinate ambition have rendered the continu- 
ance of the preſent conteſt, ' an evil without an alternative. It is 
freſh in the remembrance of us all, that offers of pacification, in 
terms of conceſſion, that nothing but the intereſts of humanity 
could have dictated to this country, have been held out to the 
enemy in the face of Europe ; that they have as frequently been 
rejected with inſult the moſt unbounded, and under pretences the 
moſt inadmifſible and extravagant; it is therefore now become a 
duty incumbent on us, that we owe not to ourſelves, to our conſti- 
tuents, to our country alone, but generally to that broad ſyſtem of 
policy that embraces the intereſts of all civilized ſociety, to purſue 
to a concluſion the advantages we have obtained, to enforce by the 
vigour of our meaſures, by the intrepidity and gallantry of our exer- 
tions, the eventual reſtoration of peace, on ſuch terms as alone any 
treaty can poſſibly be permanent, or any eſtabliſhed Government 
{ubſiſt in ſecurity. In the attainment of this object, ſo indiſpenſable 
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to the welfare of Europe, the ſpeech of His Majeſty affords us the 
utmoſt gratification, the greateſt poſſible encouragement ; by re- 
calling to our minds the fignal and uncxampled ſuccefles; that, with 
a rapidity hitherto unexampled in Europe, have attended the exer- 
tions of His Majeſty's arms, in whatever quarter they have been 
called into action, and have ſo materially and eflentially raiſed and 
improved the political ſtate of the country, fince the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament. 

Since that period, a 8 and uninterrupted chain of ſuc- 
ceſſes have diſtinguiſhed the arms of His Majeſty, have excited the 
admiration of Europe, and infuſed additional ardour and energy 
into the exertions of our; gallant countrymen. In the courſe of 
the laſt campaign, the naval - annals of this country have been em- 
belliſned by achievements the woſt brilliant and decifive, the moſt 
important and the moſt intrepid (not of the preſent hour alone, in 
which the ſpirit of gallantry and enterprize have been peculiarly 
prominent and conſpicuous), but perhaps the moſt glorious, the moſt 
daring and undaunted -naval exploits that have hitherto been re- 
corded in any age, or in any; hiſtory, The little veſtige that re- 
mains of maritime power to eur confederated enemies, have been 
blockaded in their ſeparate harbours; and when the elements have 
enabled them to elude our vigilance, and to ſkulk forth on the 
ocean, certain annihilation has been the conſcquence of their teme- 
rity and preſumption. 

But it is not that element ao on which our fleets have ever 
been invincible, that bears teſtimony to the cxertions and ſucceſſes 
of His Majeſty's arms. The ſpirit of difaticQion and anarchy, in 
the ſiſter kingdom, artfully fomented by foreign emiflaries, and in- 
flamed by domeſiic incendiaries, but for the vigilance and attention 
of His Majeſty's Government would have effected a diſmember- 
ment of the Britiſh empire, have broken every tie of amity and alle- 
glance between Ireland and this. country, and have erected on their 
rains a Jacobin Republic, under the auſpices and protection of our 
inveterate enemies—pillage and murder, proſcription and maſſacre, 
were the. leading features of the rebellion that aſſimilated it to its 


parent, and ſufficiently proclaimed the ſtock from whence it ſprung. 
Theſe atrocious deſigns have either been curbed and repreſſed by 


the aſſiduity of His Majeſty's Government, or fruſtrated by the able 
and ſucceſsful diſpofitions of our military commanders, aided and 
ſupported by the gallantry of our brave ſoldiers, who have chearfully 


and ſpentaneouſly extended the limits of their ſervices, for the lau- 


dable and patriotic purpoſe of ſecuring to their fellow citizens the 
leſſings of rational freedom and ſocial order. 
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Important as theſe ſucceſſes are, to the immediate proſperity of 
the country, to the ſecurity and extenſion of her commerce and the 
protection of her territory, in their probable effects on the ſtate of 
Europe, the advantages we may expect from them are incalculable. 
The powers of the Continent, who from-policy, from timidity, or 
compulfion, have been detached from the common cauſe, and have 
either joined in actual hoſtility to this country, or been awed by the 
ſucceſſes of ihe encmy, into profeſſions of neutrality, muſt have 
learnt by this time, by the experience of their conduct to Holland, 
to Switzerland, and to America, juſtly to appreciate the blefiings of 
Jacobin fraternization, the ſolidity of Jacobin profeſſions, and the 
ſecurity and ſincerity of Jacobin faith; they muſt have learnt, that 
to an enemy regardleſs of every moral and every political obliga- 
tion, it is a ſufficient ſource of hoſtility and aggreſſion, to offer an 


object to their inordinate LNG afford food to indiſcriminate, 


inſatiable plunder. | 7 

Deſerted by the powers in whoſs immediate cauſe we RT 
in the preſent conteſt, this country has ſtood forward, the ſole cham- 
pion of civilized ſociety ; fingle and alone, her active and intrepid 
perſeverance has oppoſed an effective bulwark againſt the outrageous 
rapacity, and enormous ambition of the enemy; and by their recent 
humiliation and defeat, we have afforded an opportunity to the 
principal powers of the Continent to unite in a general contederacy, 
to check the deſperate and dangerous career of an enemy, whoſe 
progreſs they muſt uniformly have regarded with ſilent horror, and 
ſecret apprehenſion. | 

To maintain the proud pre-eminence we nd to carry to 
a conclufion thoſe objects ſo eſſential to the welfare of Europe, 
ſome ſacrifices may be required on our part— but they are facrl- 
fices of which, while we feel the preſſure, we cannot but admit the 
neceſſity and the demand. The inconveniences we have hitherto 
ſuſtained, are, by no means, commenſurate with the extent of the 
intereſts we have at ifſue ; and it mult afford infinite ſatisfaction 
to every one, to ſce, that even in the remoteſt corners of the em- 
pire, the public ſpirit has riſen | in proportion to the magnitude of 
the public exigency. 

The hopes that have been founded on the failure of our reſources, 
have proved a treacherous fabric, overwhelming our malignant 
enemy with diſgrace and diſappointment. Unparalleled as our exter- 
nal ſucceſſes. have been, they derive additional luſtre from the in- 
creaſing ſplendour of our internal opulence. The meaſures that 
have lately been adopted by Government for the ſupport of our 
finances, aided and aſſiſted by the voluntary exertions of indivi- 
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duals, have had the moſt favourable iſſue, and baffle and ſet at defi- 
ance the vain ſpeculations of our inveterate foe. 

The particular meaſure adverted to, for the redemption of the 
land tax, my own individual ſituation, my conneQtion and inter- 
courſe with the country, enable me to ſay, that no meaſure was 
ever more generally popular, or was more univerſally adopted by 
the landed intereſt of all deſcriptions. 

Under circumſtances ſo proſperous and encouraging, our fleets 
anq armies triumphant, our revenue flouriſhing, and public credit 
daily gaining ground, we have little to apprehend from the efforts 
of an exhauſted enemy ; but we muſt not therefore relax from the 
exertions, or ahate the efforts that have placed this country in the 
commanding ſituation ſhe poſſeſſes. The ultimate object of the 
preſent conteſt cannot be accompliſhed, but by a ſteady perſeverance ; 
and in proportion as we look forward with anxiety and impatience 
to the termination of the war, ſo in proportion ought our preſent 
exertions to be animated, our preſent efforts redoubled, to reduce to 
the level of moderation and juſtice the enormous views and gigan- 
tic projects of our ambitious enemy. 

From the mutilated and almoſt annihilated ſtate of the French 
marine, many years muſt elapſe before they can again become for- 
midable to this country : by vigour, exertion, and perſeverance, 
therefore, at the preſent moment, we are not only preparing a per- 
manent and ſubſtantial treaty for ourſelves, but laying the founda- 
tion of peace, proſperity and happineſs, to a generation yet to come. 
All Europe looks up to this country—the Old and the New World 
expect every thing from the vigour and firmneſs of our Councils. 
I truſt we ſhall not diſappoint their expectations — that we ſhall 
unite with one heart and with one hand effeRually to check the 
violence, and to humble the pride of our vain-glorious adverſary ; 


 [Commons. 


and by the vigour, the activity, and unanimity of our exertions, we 


ſhall prove that, however individuals may differ in ſpeculative 
points, His Majeſty may repoſe the utmoſt confidence in the zeal, 
the activity, the petſcvetance,. and the determined reſolution of his 


Faithful Commons. \ 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR - roſe, and ſpoke to the following 
effect: That in general he approved of the propoſed addreſs, and 
concurred: in many of the obſervations that had been made by the 
noble Lord, and by the honourable: Baronet, by whom it had been 
moved and ſeconded, and who had ſupported it with conſiderable 
eloquence .and- ability. But as many tranſactions had happened 
nee that Houſe had laſt aſſembled, which required much explana- 


tion, and might demand, perhaps, pudlie inquiry, as there were 


„ 
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ſome particulars mentioned in His Majeſty's ſpeech from the 
Throne which, he thought, ought not to paſs over that night unno- 
ticed ; and, indeed, as there were ſome points of great public im- 
portance which had been overlooked in that ſpeech, to which he 
wiſhed to call the attention of the Houſe, he would therefore ven- 
ture to requeſt their patient indulgence for a few moments, whilſt he 
endeavoured to explain what occurred to him regarding the preſent 
ſtate of the country. 

The firſt point which naturally called for the attention of every 


individual in the Hoyſe, which neceſſarily formed ſo prominent a 


feature in the ſpeech from the Throne, and in the ſpeeches of the 
honourable Members who had moved and : ſeconded the addreſs, 
and of which it was impoſlible to ſpeak in terms of adequate eulo- 
gium, was the battle of the Nile, or. of Abukir : "That it had 
fallen to his lot, ſome years ago, to have employed himſelf in 
making an extenſive inquiry into the _ circumſtances on which the 
naval ſtrength of this country was founded, and at the ſame time to 
examine the particulars of the various brilliant ations which deco- 
rated the maritime hiſtory of the country. But amongſt them all, he 
did not find one that could ſtand a compariſon with Lord Nelſon's 
victory. The moſt celebrated, in former times, was the battle 
of La Hogue ; on which occaſion we took, ſunk, and deſtroyed, 
ſeventeen ſail of the line, of from 54 to 104 guns: but on that 
occaſion, the Britiſh fleet was infinitely ſuperior in ſtrength. Where- 


as, in the battle of the Nile, it is well known that the French fleet 


was ſuperior in number of men, in the number of its guns, and in 
weight of metal : that they were anchored in a day full of ſhoals, 
and protected by every contrivance that ingenuity could invent. 
In ſuch a ſituation, and with ſuch difficulties to encounter, that 
nothing but a happy combination of uncommon talents of the pro- 


foundeſt naval ſkill, of the <xaQeſt diſcipline, and of the moſt un- 


daunted courage and firmneſs, could have given us the ſmalleſt 
chance of victory. In ſhort, it places the hero, under whoſe ban- 
ners the victory was achieved, and the fleet that had the honour 
of ſerving under him, at the ſummit of naval glory- 

But whilſt he beſtowed every poſſible degree of praiſe on the 
gallant Admiral and his fleet, it was impoſlible not to remark, that 
by the miſconduct of our Miniſters at home, their laurels were almoſt 
blaſted ; that the orders for the failing of the fleet were ſnamefully 
delayed ; that when it did fail, it was ſent up the Mediterranean 


in diviſions, and that the gallant Admiral was under the neceflity 


of waſting the moſt precious moments in looking for bis own ſhips 
inſtead of ſearching for the enemy. That in conſequence of theſe 
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unfortunate circumſtances, Lord Nelſon had not been able to attack 
the French armament at Malta; in which cafe both the fleet and 
the army of Buonaparte muſt have ſurrendered. That the Britith 
fleet was unaccompanied with frigates, ſo eſſential for procuring and 
tranſmitting intelligence, which rendered it neceſſary for Lord 
Nelſon to ſend home a 50 gun ſhip with an account of the engage- 
ment, by which we loſt the Leander, the gallant officers and brave 
men captured in her; and that no bomb veſſels having accom- 
panied the fleet, the conſequence was, that the tranſports in the har- 
bour of Alexandria had hitherto eſcaped deſtruction; and that had 
it not been for an accidental circumſtance, that the L'Orient drew 
too much water to enter that harbour, the whole French fleet might 
have been moored there in ſafety, and might have defied all our 
efforts. Theſe are points which-ought to be thoroughly explained, 
It is not ſutfcient that we have gained a ſplendid victory by the (kill 
and gallantry of our ſeamen, in ſpite of miniſterial miſconduct; we 
ought to know, why the expedition of Buonaparte was not totally 
deſtroyed ? Why his army, as well as his fleet, was not captured? 
and why that hero-himſelf was not brought in chains to this metro- 
polis, which he had formerly proudly threatened he would enter as 
a conqueror ? | 


— 
- 


The next point that he ſhould take the liberty alluded to, was 


the ſubject of Ireland and here he could not help expreſſing his 
Tegret, that no notice was taken, in the King's ſpeech, of the pro- 
jected Union between. the two kingdoms, which he hoped would 
have been announced in it, and to which he was a warm well- 


| wiſher. He would not dwell upon the ſubject at preſent ; but he 


muſt take the liberty of ſtating, that the meaſure, in his opinion, 
was either raſhly undertaken, or timidly poſtponed, or timorouſly 
abandoned. | 

He ſhould next requeſt the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject 
of great public importance, which, to his utter aſtoniſhment, was 
totaily overlooked in the ſpeech from the Throne—He alluded to 
the evacuation of St. Domingo. | | 

It is well known, that if, at the beginning of the war, we had 
bent all our exertions againſt the French Weſt-India Iſlands in- 
ſtead of Flanders, where we waſted our ſtrength ſo fruitleſsly, we 
might have ſecured the poſſeſſion of thoſe iſlands, and prevented all 
thoſe ſcenes of deſolation, maſſacre, and plunder, which have taken 
place in that unfortunate quarter of the globe. At laſt we did ſend 
ſome trcops there, and ſucceeded in capturing ſome of the French 
poſſeſſions, but were not ſufficiently ſtrong either to take the whole 
of St. Domino, to retain poſſeſſion of Guadaloupe, or to prevent 


Nov. 20. ] _ DEBATES. 45 


ſome of our own iflands from being deſolated. But amidſt all theſe 
unfortunate circumſtances, it was ſome conſolation to us, that we 
could retain poſſeſſion of a part of St, Domingo, by which we were 
told, Jamaica was protected from invaſion. That ſource af con- 
ſolation, however, is now over, as St. Domingo is completely eva- 
cuated, This is a ſubject which might have been mentioned in 
His Majeſty's ſpeech from the Throne, but which, notwithſtand- 
ing that omiſſion, will at any rate demand very ſerious inquiry. 
We ought to know the number of Britiſh ſubjects which have 
periſhed in this ill- judged, or ill- conducted enterpriſe ; the amount 
of the ſums of money laid out in attempting to make the acquiſition, 
whether they have been properly expended, and regularly accounted 
for ; the particular cauſes which induced His Majeſty's Minifters to 
order the poſts in queſtion to be abandoned ; and laſtly, whether 
care has been taken to preſerve, to tle: beſt of our power, the en- 
gagements we came under, to the French ſettlers, who placed en 
ſelves under our protection. 

Without dwelling much on other points, for inſtance, the cap- 
ture of two valuable Eaſt Indiamen, which had never been pro- 
perly accounted for, he could not help expreſſing his regret that he 
found no notice taken, in the ſpeech from the "Throne, of any treaty 
of alliance having been formed with the United States of America, 
which he ſo fully expected. That our naval victories, and the 
proſpect of eſtabliſhing an eternal friendſhip with our brethren in 
America, (for in that light he ſhould ever conſider them, ) were the 
only two circumſtances, connected with the preſent. war, that he 
could poſſibly contemplate with any degree of ſatisfaction. 

That he ſhould now proceed to make ſome obſervations on the 
internal ſtate of the country. That he rejoiced to hear that the re- 
venue continued in ſo flouriſhing a ſituation. That he muſt take 
the liberty of troubling the Houſe, however, with ſome obſervations, 
both on thoſe financial projects which had been ſanctioned laſt 
year, and thoſe which were now in contemplation; and which 
had been referred to a new. branch of the Legiſlature before un- 
heard of in this part of the iſland, namely, a body of men who 
ſat in the Manfion-houſe of the city ef London, and ſeemed to 
aſſume powers ſimilar to thoſe which the Lords of the Articles 
poſſeſſed according to the Conſtitution of Scotland, namely, that 
of digeſting and approving cf public meaſures, previous to their 
being brought under the cenſideration of Parliament; that he 
deeply lamented having witneſſed the introduction of ſuch a ſyſtem 
here ; that it was a public acknowledgment of the weakneſs and 
incapacity of Government ; that it degraded the dignity of the 
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Houſe, and ſufficiently proved the opinion of Miniſters, (which he 
hoped was ill founded,) that the public had no nan in, or 
reſpect for, the deliberations of Parliament. 

In regard to the financial meaſures of the laſt (efion, he was 
very glad to find that the aſſeſſed - tax bill was to be repealed : bur 
the principle of that bill, it feems, was to be enforced in another 
ſhape, namely, by a general tax upon income. Without dwel- 
ting upon the many new and very delicate queſtions which ſuch an 
attempt muſt give riſe to, he muſt take the liberty of remarking, 
that it is not worth while to oppreſs every individual in the country 
for the ſake of any ſum that may be thus obtained, and at a pe- 
riod too when money, to any amount, may be raiſed by loan. 


That he would recommend to the Houſe to adhere to the funding 


ſyſtem, and never to abandon it until it had abandoned us. That 
the wit of man had never invented a meaſure ſo complete and un- 
exceptionable as that of raiſing money for defraying the extraordi- 
nary expences of a ſtate, by loans from thoſe who had the circu- 
lating wealth of the country in their poffeſſion, and of impoſing 
taxes to pay the intereſt, and to repay the principal. That ſuch a 


plan might be carried on for years in this country, without the 


ſmalleſt riſk of interrvption. That he regretted the Houſe ſhould 
liſten to new ſchemes of finance, attended with untried difficutties, 
accompanied with much individual oppreffion, and likely to occa- 
fion much public diſcontent ; and above all, the effects of which, 
on the eſtabliſhed taxes of the country, it was impoſſible to foreſee, 
whilſt at the ſame time it had a mine of wealth at its command, 

through the medium of the funding ſyſtem, which * be re- 


ſorted to without difficulty or danger. 


Another point which he would take the liberty of alluding to, 
had been much dwelt upon by the honourable Baronet who ſe- 
conded the motion, namely, the land-tax redemption bill. That 
he ſhould not enter much into that ſubject at preſent, for there 
probably would ſoon be another opportunity of diſcuſſing it, as the 


act, if it is not to be totally repealed, muſt, at leaſt, be explained 


and amended early in the courſe of the ſeſſion. That he regretted 
much to hear, from ſuch reſpectable authority as the honourable 
Baronet (Sir H. Mildmay,) that the land-tax bill was likely to be 


ſucceſsful in the wide circle of his connexions : that the more it 


ſacceeded, it was ſo much the worſe for the country, becauſe every 
ſhilling ought to be grudged that was extracted out of the pockets 
of the landed intereſt for ſuch an idle ſpeculation, ſince the ſuper- 
fluous wealth might be ſo much better expended on the improve- 
ment of their eſtates. But that though he could not approve of 
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the land-tax redemption bill, yet he rejoiced to hear that anothet 


fo 
Ir plan was in agitation of a ſimilar nature for the purchaſe and re- 
demption of tithes. That there could not be a wiſer ſtep taken 
8 in the whole range of politics. That he truſted, therefore, the 
t public, in this reſpe&t was not miſinformed. The agricultural 
r improvement of the country, the religious diſpoſition of the people, 
0 their reſpect for the characters of their paſtors, and, indeed, the 
N general peace and ſafety of the kingdom, in a great degree, de- 
, pended on the ſucceſs of that meaſure ; and if the ſame plan were 
y extended to Ireland, the advantages would be almoſt incalculable. 
5 That he could not ſit down without taking ſome notice of the re- 
5 appearance of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), who had 
g been, like other great men, for ſome time paſt, a ſeceder from 
t his duty in Parliament. That he hoped he had come down that day 


+ with a fixed reſolution to make an apology to the Houſe for the in- 
= temperance of his conduct when he laſt ſat there—an apology which, 
in his opinion, was eſſentially necefſary—| A loud cry of Order! 
Y « Order !—Chair! Chair! |] 

2 Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, If there had been any thing improper in 
e the language which had been alluded to, it was the duty of the ho- 
j nourable Baronet to have noticed it at the time it was ſpoken. It was 
. one eſtabliſhed rule of the Houſe, that when to a ſpeech which any 
- Member might deem worthy of animadverſion and cenſure, another 
ſpeech ſucceeded, before ſuch animadverſion and cenſure was moved, 
it was irregular to move it. Another eſtabliſhed rule of the Houſe 
in aid of the former was, that it was irregular to make a ſpeccli 
ſpoken on a former day, the ſubject of debate upon a future one, 
Upon theſe grounds the language wed by the honourable Baronet 
: was diſorderly, 

: Sir JOHN SINCLAIR then added, that he ſhould not prels 
that ſubject any farther, contrary to the opinion of the Chair. 
, That on the whole he had ſtated what had occurred to him, on a 
, variety of public queſtions, from the full conviction, that this was 


10 a day peculiarly appropriated to general diſcuſſion, and that he 
ſhould be very glad to hear the various points he had alluded to in 
a his ſpeech properly explained, and anfwered by His Majeſty s Mi- 
niſters, if they could juſtify themſelves from the various charges 


| which he had found it his duty to urge againſt them. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT ſaid, he had never heard any thing 
| with more aſtoniſhment than the Speech that day delivered from the 

Throne. He ſhould make a few obſervations upon the ſpeech with 

| the freedom becoming a Member of that Houſe. He ſhould ca- 

deavour in the remarks he was about to make to ſollow the ord-r | f 
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obſerved in the ſpeech, and in the ſpeech of the noble Lord who 
moved the Addreſs. The noble Lord begins with beſtowing much 
- Praiſe, and in that he heartily concurred, upon our navy for their 
gallant achievements ; but whether theſe ſucceſſes would or would 


not turn out for future advantage to the country, muſt ſolely depend | 


upon the wiſdom, or the want of wiſdom, in His Majeſty's coun- 
cils. Thecountry, no doubt, ſtood upon higher ground than it did 


| 
{ a ſhort time back; and if advantage was taken of this favourable | 


| ſituation, in conjunction with the reſt of Europe, to reſtore to it 
. tranquillity, and to procure a ſafe: and honourable peace, then, in- 
if deed, he ſhould hail our recent ſueceſſes as the happy omens of 
future happineſs : but if, as the whole tenour of the ſpeech this day 
from the Throne gave too much reaſon to fear, our recent ſucceſſes 
were only to be made ufe of as an inſtrument to inſtigate the country 
to a proſecution of the war without any diſtin and definite object 
1 being declared, he could then only regard our naval victoties as the 
1 probable forerunners of future misfortunes. Now that we were 
1 about to take a new leaſe, as it were, of the war, he ſhould be glad 
to be at length diſtinctly told by the Miniſters the real object we 
were to agree to expend the blood and treaſure of the country to 
obtain. It was in vain to look for any ſuch information in the ſpeech 
or the addreſs—a ſtudied ambiguity of language - reigned through- 
out the whole; and we were called upon for new exertions to pro- 
cure not peace, but the general deliverance of Europe. Could any 
diſtin& idea be annexed to theſe words? Did Minifters mean that 
Belgium was to be reſtored to the Emperor ? that Holland was to 
i be retaken from France? that the French were to be driven out of 
4 Italy and Switzerland? or were the old deluſions returning to the 
C | imaginations of Miniſters, fluſhed with recent ſucceſs, and were 
they about to attempt to reſtore Monarchy to Frarice, and the Emi- 
grants to their eſtates ? Were all theſe, or any of them, the objects 
for which the war was now to be continued? He muſt reſt con- 
tented, he ſuppuſed, without any information upon theſe topics. 
He ſhould now confider the probability of any impreſſion being 
made upon France by force of arms by this country and her allics ; 
it was one of the remarkable features of the ſpeech that not a word 
was ſaid about what we were aceuſtomed to hear ſo much formerly. 
He meant our magnanimous ally, the Emperor of Germany, and 
our faithful, firm and good ally, the King of Pruſſia ; but the loſs 
of theſe allies was ſupplied by the maghnanimous "Hilloin of the 
Emperor of Ruſſia, and the vigour and decifion of the Ottoman 
Porte, But we were told there was a ſpirit about to manifeſt itſelf 
throughout all Europe agairſt France. The hiſtory of all coali- 


* 
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tions, formed of great and diſcordant intereſts, was the ſame ; if 


they were not ſucceſsful in their firſt efforts, they rarely or never 


| ſucceeded at all, Did any man think it probable that ſucceſsful 


war ſhould be carried on againſt France by a coalition of the pre- 
ſent mutilated powers of Europe, when ſhe has already baMed the 
moſt powerful league that was ever formed againſt any country ? 
when, notwithſtanding her untoward circumſtances, civil war rag- 
ing in the interior, and upon her frontier the beſt armies in Eu- 
rope; when ſhe had to reſiſt the combined powers of England, 
Auſtria, Pruſſia, Sardinia, Naples, Spain, Holland, and Portugal, 
their reſources unbroken, their arms untarniſhed by defeat, was it 
poſſible to believe that ſhe ſhould now, with all her conqueſts and 
accumulated ſtrength, be unable to reſiſt the new league thought to 
be forming againſt her? And although internal diſſenſions ſhould 
ariſe, we knew by experience how little influence internal diſturb- 
ances had upon her armies and her external politics. But our 
foreign politics, although more important than at any former period, 
from the critical ſituation of every country in Europe, were almoſt 
unimportant in compariſcn with the policy of Government at home. 
The next ſubjedt which came under conſideration was the ſituation 
of Ireland. This was a ſubje&t of too much importance to be 
caſually diſcuſſed, and demanded our whole undivided attention. 
He ſhould not now, ther- fore, enter upon it; but could not for- 
bear remarking that it would have been more decent, at leaſt, to 
have repreſented His Majeſty as deeply regretting the ſufferings of 
the Iriſh people, and the ſeverities, from whatever cauſe proceed- 
ing, which had been exerciſed in that unhappy-country, He now 
came to the laſt and concluding part of His Majeſty's ſpeech. 

In the laſt ſentence, and in that alone, he did moſt completely 


agree that we ſhould all be firmly determined to repel any attack 


upon our laws and Conſtitution. Had we firmly repelled the many 
attacks made by the preſent Miniſters upon our laws and Conſtitu- 
tion, he ſhould not now have to complain of many and weighty 
grievances on the part of the people of England ; he ſhould not 
now have to complain of innovations made in the jurisprudence of 
the country; he ſhould not now have to complain of an infamy 
guarded againſt by the laws and Conſtitution, the interference of 
the Executive with the management of priſons and treatment of 
priſoners ; he ſhould not now have to compl| ain of every barricr 
being broken ereQed for the freedom of the people ; he ſhould not 
now have to complain of thoſe Baſtiles, called Houſes of Correc- 


tion, where ſeverities were exerciſed upon men not charged eyen with 


any crime, ſuch as the n. old law of the land ges not allow to 
Vol. VII. | H 
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be inflicted even upon the greateſt criminals. He ſhould not now 
have to complain oft men being thrown into priſon upon ſuſpicion of 
crime, and after months of ſolitary confinement, turned naked into. 
the world, their fortunes ruined, their health deftroyed, their wives 
and families ſtarving, or depending upon charity for a precarious 
ſubſiſtence, and this was the conduct of a Government we were 
called upon not barely to ſubmit to, but with zeal and affection to 
ſupport. He cannot fall down with vile proſtrations before His 
Majeſty's Throne, and, like a trembling flave, lick the duſt from 
off his feet. If His Majeſty was ſincere in wiſhing to promote that 
unanimity amongſt all ranks of his people, ſo defirable at all times, 
ſo peculiarly neceſſary at the preſent time, let the People be re- 
ſtored to their rights and liberties—let the old law of the land be 
again made the rule of action - let theſe new priſons, theſe recepta- 
cles of miſery and inſtruments of tyranny, be deftroyed—let a wiſe 
ſyſtem of economy ſucceed to the preſent profligate waſte of corrupt 
expenditure ; and let theſe bleſſings of liberty be ſeeured by a full, 
free, and fair repreſentation of the People in Parliament: it was to 
ſuch a Government that he would give his firm and faithful ſup- 
port; but, at a time like the preſent, when the Miniſters, diſdain- 
ing any longer to preſerve appearances, had thrown off the maſk, 
and ſhewn, that not content with deſtroying the ſubſtance, they 
would not permit even the ſhadow of liberty to exiſt ; when, after 
daily encroachments, they had at length ſet all control at defiance, 
and fo wantonly, he would not ſay made attacks upon, but, given 
the final blow to the conſtitution ; at ſuch a time, and under ſuch 
circumſtances, to call upon free men for unconditional ſupport, was 
only adding mockery to inſult, and Injury to oppreſſion. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, he did not riſe to detain the Houſe 
a moment from the vote; he roſe merely to give notice, that on 
Monday ſe'nnight he ſhould bring n a very cen propo- 
ſition on finance. 
The queſtion was then put, and carried. 
Mr. Secretary DUN DAs gave notice, that to-morrow he ſhould 
move the thanks of the Houſe to Lord Nel, the Captains, &c. 
for the * glorious victory. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Medneſday, Neuember 21. 


Earl SPENCER roſe, purſuant to the notice of yeſterday, to 
move the thanks of the Houſe to Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, for 
the complete and ſplendid victory obtained by his Lordſhip over the 
French fleet off the mouth of the Nile. In it, his Lordſhip ob- 
ſerved, ſkill, courage, diſcipline, every thing that conſtitutes real 
glory, were found combined. No caſual circumftance, no fortu- 
nate occurrence, by contributing to the event, diminiſhed its ſplen- 
dour. The moſt conſummate bravery, unaided by the moſt con- 
ſummate addreſs, could not have achieved it; but favoured by both, 
the gallant Admiral had triumphed over difficulties, which, without 
the experience of his ſucceſs, would have been deemed inſur- 
mountable, and thereby proved to the world that no ſuperiority of 
ſtrength, or advantage of ſituation, could enable an enemy to cope 
with a Britiſh fleet. It was not, however, the unparalleled bril- 
liancy of the action alone which claimed the notice of the Houſe. 
In every point of view, under whatever circumſtances conſidered, 
as a great and glorious achievement, it muſt call forth univerſal 


admiration ; but in relation to its effects, it would be found ef- 


ſentially conneQted with our deareſt intereſts. The political con- 
ſequences which had already reſulted from it, were of the moſt im- 
portant nature; and the change it was likely to produce in the 
{Ou of Europe rendered it the moſt mornentous and univerſal in 
ts influence ever achieved. It had invigorated the feeble, con- 
firmed the wavering, and conſolidated the powers of Europe into 
one body, actuated with one foul, and ready to reſiſt the gigantic 
efforts of our inveterate foe. His Lordſhip having expatiated at 


full length on theſe ſeveral topics, both in relation to the intrinſic _ 


merit of the achievement, and alfo its probable conſequences in a 
political view, moved, 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Rear-Admiral 
Lord Nelſon, for his able and gallant conduct in the memorable 
and decifive victory gained over a ſuperior fleet of the enemy, 


« near the mouth of the Nite, on the fit, ſecond, and third of 
* Auguſt laft.” 


Viſcount HOOD expreſſed his ſatisfiQion at the opportunity | 


afforded of offering his tribute of applauſe to the conduct of the 
noble and gallant Lord, in the engagement which was the ſubject 
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of the preſent motion. Accuſtomed as he was to hear and admire 
great and ſplendid examples of naval proweſs ; dazzled as he and 
all who heard him muſt be with the accounts of viRories, vying 
with each other in ſplendour and glory, and riſing in proud ſuperi- 
ority above the moſt diſtinguiſhed of former times, yet he would 
not heſitate to ſay, that the victory in queſtion, under all its circum- 
ſtances, ſtood in high pre-eminence, not only unparalleled in the an- 
nals of hiſtory, but incapable of being excelled by any efforts of ad- 
dreſs or bravery. This, the charaQteriſtic modeſty of the noble 
Lord made it the more incumbent on public juſtice to acknowledge ; 
but, while he ſubſcribed in the moſt unqualified ſenſe to the bril- 
liancy of the action, there was another which he could not paſs by 
without notice. The recent victory obtained by Sir John Borlaſe 
Warren, though inferior in magnitude, deeply affected our deareſt 
intereſts, and was attended with the happieſt political conſequences, 
though not on ſo large a ſcale. The one affected us in our inter- 
nal capacity, as an empire; the other, acting in a wider ſphere, 
embraced alſo our relations with foreign powers. The one con- 
firmed and ſecured our domeſtie peace and ſafety; the other ena- 
bled us to procure theſe bleſſings for all Europe. In this view of 


the ſubject, much praiſe was certainly due to the gallant officer who 


defcated the enemy's ſquadron off the coaſt of Ircland. It was a 
victory productive of the moſt immediate and beneficial conſe- 
quences, and, as ſuch, entitled to our gratitude and thanks. 

Lord MINTO bore teſtimony, in the higheſt terms of applauſe, 
to the character and conduct of the noble Admiral. Whether 
conſidered as a man or an officer, he did not know which moſt to 
admire, or by whom he could be excelled. The modeſty of his 
account ſhewed the virtue of his heart, and the ſplendor of his vic- 


tory the vigour of his mind. But it was not only in the inſtance in 


queſtion he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, but on every occaſion when 
opportunity preſented itſelf in the courſe of the war. After dwell- 
ing for ſome time on theſe, and particularly on the laſt important 
action, his Lordſhip took a view of the beneficial conſequences to 
be expected from it, the extent of which, he ſaid, was incalculable. 


But it was not in naval operations alone that Lord Nelſon had ma- 
nifeſted ſuperior talents. He knew, for he ſpoke from experience, 
that the univerſal and commanding genius of his Lordſhip not only 


enabled him to excel in his profeſſion, but qualified him for the 
management of political emergencies, on ſome of which he had 
conducted himſelf with great wiſdom and addreſs. Impreſſed, 
therefore, as he felt himſelf, with a lively ſenſe of his Lordſhip's 
merit, he moſt chearfully concurred in the vote of thanks. 
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H. R. H. the Duke of CLARENCE, after pronouncing - an 


eulogium on the character of Lord Nelſon as a naval officer, ad- 
verted to the engagement off the Nile, and dwelt at large upon the 
courage and addreſs for which he ſtood ſo pre-eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed. His Royal Highneſs, whenever he alluded to. him, 
called him his noble friend. He expatiated on. the great political 
conſequences - that have, and muſt neceſſarily reſult from the vie- 
tory ; from which he paſſed on to the defeat of the French ſquadron 
on the coaſt of Ireland; a victory which, though. he admitted 
to be inferior in brilliancy, was alſo produQive of the happieſt 


effects. 


The queſtion was then put, * carried unanimouſly. 

Earl SPENCER then moved reſolutions thanking Lord Nelſon 
and his fleet, and Sir J. B. Warren and his fleet, which were agreed 
to nem. dis. 


His Majeſty having appointed this day at two o'clock to receive 
the Addreſs of the Houſe of Peers, their Lordſhips proceeded 
to Saint James's with. the following humble Addreſs of the right 
honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament - 
aſſembled : 


«© Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeas, the Lords 
Spiritual and "Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to ap- 
proach your Majeſty with our humble thanks for your Majeſty's 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne. 

«© We beg leave to offer to your Majeſty our heartfelt congratu- 


lations on the glorious and decifive victory obtained by vour Ma- 


jeſty's fleet under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon over 
an enemy ſuperior in force, and in the advantage of fituation ; an 
achievement which has even added freſh ſplendor to the unexam- 
pled ſeries of your Majeſty's naval triumphs. While this memo- 
rable ſucceſs has, in the firſt inſtance, turned to the confuſion of the 
enemy, an enterprize not more diſtinguiſhed by its injuſtice, perfidy, 
and extravagance, than by the inverate hoſtility of its authors againſt ' 
every Britiſh intereſt, we entertain a juſt hope, that the blow now 
given to the power and influence of the enemy will be deciſive in 
its effects; that the opening thus afforded will be improved by other 
powers, to the maintenance of their own independance and ſecurity ; 
and that the wiſe and dignified example of the Emperor of Ruſſia, 
and of the Ottoman Porte, will be followed by ſuch effeQual and 


mounted. 
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united exertions, as are alone ſuited to the preſent criſis, and as are 
beſt calculated to produce the general deliverance of Europe. 

« Permit us to. afſute your Majeſty, that, while we feel our 
hearts and hopes thus elated by the brilliant ſucceſs which has 


crowned your Majeſty's arms abroad, we congratulate your Majeſty | 


no leſs fincerely on the uninterrupted ſtate of ſecurity in which this 
kingdom has been preſerveel againſt the vain threats of the enemy, 
by the extent of your Majeſty's military preparations ; and ftill 


more by the zeal and ſpirit which animate all ranks of your Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects in the cauſe of their country. 

«« Nor have we ſeen with leſs ſatisfaction the entire diſappoint- 
ment of the attempts of our enemies againſt your Majeſty's king- 
dom of Ireland, the defeat and ſurrender of the force which they 
had diſembarked for the ſupport of a rebellion inſtigated by them- 
ſelves, and the capture or diſperſion of the armaments deſtined for 
the ſame object; and we truſt that the rebellion, thus cut off from 
forcign aſſiſtance, and curbed and repreſſed, as it has been, by the 
vigour of your Majeſty's Councils, and the gallantry of your Ma- 
jeſty's troops, will, ere long, be finally extinguiſhed. 


We are anxious to declare to your Majeſty, and to the World, 
our abhorrence of the views and principles of thoſe who, in con- 
cert with our inveterate enemy, had planned the ſubverſion of the 


conſtitution of their country ; and we cannot but feel perſuaded, 


that the compleat expoſure of theſe treaſons muſt awaken the 


deluded to a ſenſe of their duty, and muſt impreſs ſtill more 


ſtrongly on the minds of all your Majeſty's ſubjects, the neceſſity 


of ſupporting, againſt every attack, the laws and government of 
their country. 

“ Convinced of the extent and value of the bleſſings which, 
under your Majeſty's happy and paternal government, we have to 
defend, and confident in the reſources and ſpirit of our country, 
we have encountered with chearfulneſs many and great difficulties. 


"Theſe, by the bleſſing of Providence on your Majeſty's dignified 


firmneſs and perſeverance in a juſt cauſe, have happily been ſur- 
Animated by this ſucceſs, encouraged by the compara- 
tive ſituation of our country, and, above all, deeply impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of that duty which is incumbent on every individual 
in a period-of ſuch general danger and calamity, we will not relax 
our exertions, but will, to the utmoſt of our power, ſupport your 
Majeſty in every meaſure which may beſt contribute to deliver un- 
impaired to pofterity, the ſecurity, independance, happineſs, and 
honour of the Britiſh empire.“ : 


[Loxps, | 
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HIS MAJESTY's moſt Gracious ANSWER. 


« My Lords, | 
& [ receive with the higheſt ſatisfafion this dutiful and loyal 


addreſs. 


C Your congratulations on the brilliant ſucceſſes with which it has 


pleaſed Providence to reward our exertions, are particularly agreeable 


o me; and I truſt that the hancurable and dignified perſeverance of 


my Parliament and my People will, bsth by example and effect, mate- 
rially contribute ts reſtore the independance Eurape, and to enſure ta 
theſe kingdems the bleſſings of ſecure and honourable peace.” 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, November 21. 


Lord GRANVILLE LEVISON GOWER brought up the 
report of the addreſs to His Majeſty. 

After it had been read a firſt time, | 

Mr. JONES faid, that he had already aſſerted it in fhis Houſe, 
he would aſſert it again, and he wiſhed it to be impreſſed upon the 
minds of all men, that every drop of blood that was ſhed, and every 
ſhilling that was ſpent now, was attributable to the ferocious and 
ſanguinary ambition of the five direQorial deſpots of France. 
When Miniſters propoſed proper meaſures, which did not bear har- 
der upon one claſs of men than another, they ſhould have his ſup- 
port. He meant not to detain the Houſe long, for the addreſs had 
his moſt cordial afſent. He hoped, however, that Miniſters would 
adopt a rigid ſyſtem of economy; for without it, all our victories, 
however brilliant and deciſive, would avail but little. He believed, 
however, there was not one man among them who would have the 
hardihood to ſay, that ſuch a ſyſtem had been adopted hitherto. 

The addreſs was read a ſecond time, agreed to, and ordered to 
be preſented to His Majeſty by the whole Houſe. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe in purſuance of the notice he 
had given yeſterday, to move the thanks of the Houſe to Rear Ad- 
miral Lord Nelſon for his deciſive victory over the French fleet. 
There were ſome propoſitions, Mr. Dundas ſaid, which were ſo 
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conſiſtently with his ſenſe of duty, than to oppoſe it. 
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forcible, that they rather ſuffered than gained by any attempt to | 


impreſs them upon the minds of men. Many viQories had been 
marked by peculiar circumſtances. Some victories had been marked 
by the ſkill of the commanders ; ſome by the particular bravery of 
the ſeamen ; others by the great and extenſive benefits reſulting 
from them. But it was peculiar to this victory, that it united all 
thoſe qualities by which other victories had been moſt diſtinguiſhed. 


The truth of this was fo univerſally felt, that it would be unneceſ- | 


fary for him to enlarge upon it. The ſkill of Admiral Lord Nel- 
fon had been univerſally admitted. The undaunted courage of 
the officers and ſeamen, in attacking a ſuperior fleet under ſuch 
advantage of ſituation as to be deemed almoſt impregnable, was 
the theme of general gratitude and applauſe., But when we looked 
to the extent of the conſequences of the victory bath abroad and at 
home; when we beheld the ſpirit with which it had electri fied 
Europe from one end to the other, we muſt acknowledge that there 
never did exiſt a victory which had produced fo much at preſent, 
and which was likely to produce ſo many and ſuch important con- 
ſequences in future. He would ſay no more, but move, 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Rear Admiral Lord 
« Nelſon, Knight of the moſt honourable order of the Bath, for 
% his able and gallant conduct in the memorable and deciſive vic- 
« tory obtained over the French fleet, near the mouth of the Nile, 
« on the firſt, ſecond, and third of Auguft laſt.” 


Mr. TIERNEY hoped the right honourable gentleman 


would excuſe the eagerneſs of his intrufion ; and the Houſe, he 
truſted, would not conſider it as preſumption on his part, but 
do him the juitice to believe that it gave him greater pleaſure to 
ſupport any meaſure that might be brought forward, when he could 
Certainly, 
if a diviſion had taken place laſt night, he could not, on account of 
certain paſſages, have acceded to the addreſs. But to-day he had 
heartfelt ſatisfaction in giving the preſent motion his moſt cordial 
and zealous ſupport. No man was more anxious than he was for 


the general fecurity of the empire; no man felt more warmth and 
animation than he did, whenever our navy was triumphant. If 


ſuch were his feelings, what muſt be the zeal and gratitude with 
which he roſe to thank the gallant Admiral fer his ſervices. What- 
ever difference of opinion there might be with reſpe& to the general 
management of the navy, not meaning in the ſmalleſt degree to in- 
ſinuate any thing againſt the management of the navy in this in- 


ſtance; whatever difference of opinion there might be upon that 


ſubject; of this at leaſt he felt proud, that whenever an opportunity 
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was offered to our gallant ſeamen to meet. the enemy, they had 
uniformly proved triumphant. The conſequences of this victory 
he felt perhaps as much as any man; perhaps he ſaw them in a 
point of view which muſt be damped by the uſe made of them. 
But that was not the queſtion in the preſent caſe. It was only 
ro the fervices of Admiral Nelſon that the attention of the Houſe 
was now directed. He truſted, however, that Miniſters would not 
ſtop here, and that other ſervices would receive the thanks of the 
Houſe. No man eſtimated more highly than he did the value of 
our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt, and he heartily hoped that the effect of 
the victory might be to defeat any deſigns that might be meditated 
againſt them. Thoſe who ſupported the addreſs had ſpoken in a 
tone of confidence upon the ſubject, and God grant that they might 
not be diſappointed, But knowing as he did, that there was a great 
army ſtill on foot, he could not, though he hoped it might be de- 
feated, be conſidered as too deſponding when he confeſſed that he 
was not quite ſo confident as others. But another branch of the 
empire came more nearly to our feelings He meant the victory of 
Sir J. B. Warren on the coaſt of Irelend.— [A ery of Hear! 
Hear!]—He was happy to find that his obſervation had been re- 
ceived in ſuch a manner, and he hoped it would be followed up. 
Nothing, in his idea, could exceed the importance of Sir John 
Warren's victory. It had ſet all men's minds at eaſe as to the ſe- 
curity of the empire: —and again, he begged leave to ſay, that what- 
ever difference of opinion there might be upon many ſubjects, there 
were ſome upon which it was impoſſible to differ this was one. 
We might thank Sir John Warren tor being able to diſeuſs the 
affairs and fituation of Ireland, without any foreign interference, 
Foreign interference was always to be deprecated. But when we 
conſidered what would have been the nature of a French inter- 
ference, we could not but feel the utmoſt gratirude to the gallant 
officer who had-rendered the defigns of the enemy abortive. He 


hoped the Houſe would give bim credit for his motives ;— he knew | 


that the brilliancy of the one victory was greater than that of the 
other; and if by any means a line could be drawn in ſuch a man- 
ner as not to wound the feelings of either of the brave officers, he 
ſhould be glad. He concluded by expreſſing his entire approbation 
of the motion. 

Mr. Secrctary DUNDAS faid, that there was fans confuſion in 
the Houſe when he gave his notice laſt night, or the honourable gen- 
tleman might have heard, that he diſtinctly ſaid it was his intention 
to move the thanks of the Houſe for ſervices performed on the coaſt 
of Ireland, as well as in the Mediterranean, 
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Mr. TIERNEY begged the right honourable gentleman's par- 
don; he certainly had not heard what he ſaid laſt night. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE declared, that it was impoſſible for him to 
give a ſilent vote upon the ſubject. He agreed entirely in the eu- 
logy that had been pronounced upon the gallant Admiral. But he 
could have withed that the right honourable gentleman, in enume- 
rating his qualities, had added to them the Admiral's modeſty 
and piety. His modeſty had been diſtinctly ſhewn in that part 
of his letter where he had faid that his ſhip had fought ſo gal- 
lantly after he was wounded, that the ſervice did not ſuffer by his 
wound! His piety had been evinced in the beginning of his letter, 
in which he aſcribed the victory to Divine Providence. To Earl 
St. Vincent and Lord Duncan a pecuniary recompence had been 
given: perhaps a recompence of the ſame ſort was intended for Ad- 
miral Nelſon; for his Majeſty, he was ſure, muſt be perfectly ready 
to beſtow rewards upon him. With reſpect to the title with which 
he had been honoured, he ſuppoſed a higher one would have been 
given, but that the Admiral was inferior in naval rank to Earl St. 
Vincent and Lord Duncan, and commanded _ a detachment of 
a fleet. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid that the honourable gentleman had 
only ſuggeſted what had been already determined upon. And though 
me honourable member's obſervatians were perhaps irregular, yet as 
tie ſubject had becn mentioned, he informed the Houſe that he 
ſhould probably have it in command to bring down a meſſage to- 
morrow, fur beſtowing ſuch marks of farther favour upon Admiral 
Nelſon as the Houſe might think fit. 

The motion was paſſed nem. can. 

Mr. Secretary DNUDAS then moved. 

That the Thanks of this Houſe be gi ven to the ſeveral Cap- 
e tains and Officers of the Fleet under the command of Rear-Ad- 


% miral Lord Nel/:n, on the 1ſt, 2d, and 3d of Auguſt laſt, who 


by their bravery and good conduct contributed to the glorious ſuc- 
e ceſs of thoſe days: and that Rear-Admiral Lord Nelſon do ſignify 
% the ſame to them.” 

« That this Houſe doth highly approve al and acknowledge the 
© ſervices of the Seamen and Marines on board the ſhips under 
the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nel/on in the late glorious 
c victory over the French Fleet near the mouth of the Nile, and that 
the Officers commanding the feveraj ſhips do ſignify ti ſame 
« to their reſpective Crews, and do thank them for their good 
„ behaviuur.” . 
The motiens were paſſed nem. con. 
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Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that another duty remained to 
be performed, and that it was neceſſary for the Houſe to mark their 
veneration for thoſe who had fallen in the ſervice of their country. 


One gallant Captain, who had greatly ſignalized himſelf in the 


action of the firſt of Auguſt, had fallen e meant Captain Weſt- 
cott. He ſhould e e move, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, humbly 
« defiring His Majeſty will be pleaſed to give directions that a 
« Monument be erected in the Cathedral Church of S. Paul, 
« London, to the memory of Captain George Blagdon Weftcatt, of 
« His Majeſty's ſhip Majcſtic, who fell gloriouſly in the naval 
« engagement on the firſt of Aug, when a deciſive victory was 
« obtained by Rear Admiral Lord Nen over the French Fleet, 
<« off the mouth of the Nile, and that this Houſe will make good 
ce the expences attending the ſame.” 

Agreed to nem. con. 

Mr. KEENE ſaid, that Captain Weſtcott's family, who de- 
pended upon him for ſupport, muſt be reduced to much diſtreſs by 
his loſs. "That gallant Captain had given great part of his property, 
which he had procured during the war, to his father, to relieve him 
from embarraſſments. The death of fuch a man muſt be a 


ſevere loſs to his family; and he truſted that ſomething would be 


done for them. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid he was perfectly ready to admit 
that the tranſactions to which he was about to refer were not at- 
tended with all thoſe ſtriking circumſtances which accompanied the 


victory of Admiral Nelſon. He admitted, that Sir John B. War- 
ren's flect was ſuperior to that of the enemy; he admitted that the 


enemy had not made ſuch a manly reſiſtance on the coaſt of Ireland 
as they had done in the Mediterranean; but he felt that he ſhould 
not diſcharge his duty, if he did not call the attention of the Houſe 
to the ſervices that had been performed on the coaſt of Ireland. 
For many years paſt, from the commencement of the war, the 


country had been indebted to the exertions of Sir John B. Warren. 


He might by ſome be called fortunate 5 but never ſhould this de- 
rogate with him from any man's merit ; for he always found thoſe 
to be moſt fortunate, who put themſelves moſt in fortune' s Way. 
The conduct of Sir John B. Warren was diſtinguiſhed by exertion, 
by aQivity, by a meritorious love of his country; but what he 
wiſhed to direct the attention of the Houſe to, was to the victory 


on the coaſt of Ireland a victory which had relieved the public 


mind, been productive of the moſt beneficial conſequences, and 
though not ſo brilliant a one as ſome others, yet it was a victory 
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highly worthy of the gratitude and thanks of the Houſe. He there- 


fore moved, 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Sir John Borlaſe 
&« J/'irren, Bart. and Knight of the moſt honourable order of the 
« Bath, for his meritorious and ſucceſsful exertions on the 1 2th 
«© of O#42ber laſt, in the total defeat of a French Armament, deſtined 
« for the Invaſion of the Kingdom of [reland.” 

The motion was agreed to nem. con. | 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS then faid, that his motion of thanks 
to the Captains, and other officers and ſeamen under Sir John 
Warren would include a longer period than the 12th of October 
laſt, becauſe ſome of the French fhips had been taken at different 
periods in that month. He therefore moved, | 

„That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the ſeveral Cap- 
<« tains, and other Officers on board His Majeſty's ſhips which were 
9 engaged with a French ſquadron deſtined for the coaſt of Treland 
in the month of October laſt, for their bravery and gallant con- 
5e duct in the defeat of that armament, and that Sir 24 Borlaſe 
% arren do ſignify the fame to them.“ 

Agreed to nem. con. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS then moved, 

« That this Houſe doth highly approve of and 1 the 
& ſervices of the Seamen and Marines on board the ſeveral ſhips 
cc engaged with the French ſquadron, deſtined to the coaſt of Ireland 
cc in the month of C#:ber laſt; and that the Offiters command- 
ce ing the ſeveral ſhips do ſignify the ſame to their reſpective crews, 
* and do thank them for their good behavionr.” 

Agreed to nem. con. 


[CoMMoNns. 


Thurſday, November 22. 


Lord CHARLES SOMERSET reported to the Houſe, that 
His Majeſty would be ready to receive the addreſs at half paſt 
three o'clock at his Palace of St. James. 

Mr. Chancellor PL UT brought a meſſage ſigned by His Ma- 
jeſty, viz. 


GEORGE R. 


« His Me rjefty having aden into his royal confideration the fignal 
and glorious ſervice performed by Rear Admiral Lord Nelſm in the 
memorable and decifrve vietory obtained ver -a ſupericr French fleet off 
the mauth of the Nile, in the month of Auguſt laſt, not only in the higheſt 
gacree benoarable to himſelf, but eminently beneficial ta His Majeſty's 
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kingdoms ; and being defirous to beſtow upon the ſaid Rear Admiral 
Lord Nelſen ſome confiderable and laſting mark of his royal favour as 
4 teſtimony of His Majeſty's approbation of ſuch diſtinguiſhed ſervice, 
and for this pur peſe to give and grant to the ſaid Rear Admiral Lord 
Nelſm, and the two next ſucceſſors, heirs mule of the bady of the ſaid 
Rear Admiral Lerd Nelſan, the title of Baron Nelſon of the Nile, and 
Burnham Thorpe in the county of Nerflk, ſball deſcend, for and during 
their lives, a net anuuity of 20001. per annum. But His Majeſty 
nas having it in his power to grant an annuity to that amount, or 
to extend the effect of the ſaid grant beyend the term of his own Ae, re- 
cammends it to his faithful Cammons to conſider of a proper method ef 
enabling His Majeſty to grant the fame, and of extending, ſecuring, aud 


ſettling ſuch annuity ta the ſaid Rear Admiral Lord Neiſon, and the 


two next perſons on whom the litle of Barin Neſſon of the Nile, and of 
Burnham Thorpe in the county of Norfolk, ſhall deſcend, in ſuch mamner 
as ſhall le moſt eſectual fer the benefit of the jaid Rear Admiral Lord 
Nelſin and his family. 

DEL | 33 


On the motion of Mr. Chancellor PIT T, the meſſage was 
referted to a Committee of Supply for to-morrow. 


Friday, November 23. 


Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that His Majeſty had 


been waited on with the following addreſs of thanks for his moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the Throne: 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeAs, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
your Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for your molt gracious ipeech 
from the "Throne ; and to congratulate your Majeſty on the fignal 
ſucceſs which, by the bleſſing of Providence, has attended your 
Majeſty's arms, particularly on the memorable and decitive action 
in which a detachment of your Majeſty's fleet, under the com- 
mand of Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, attacked, and almoſt totally 


deſtroyed, a ſuperior force of the enemy, ſtrengthened by every ad- 


vantage of fituation. 
It is with juſt pride and exultation that we obſerve, that. by 
this great and brilliant victory, an enterprize, of which the injuſtice, 


perfidy, and extravagance, had fixed the attention of the world, 
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hope, that the blow thus given to the power and influence of 
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and which was peculiarly directed againſt ſome of the moſt valua- 
ble intereſts of the Britiſh empire, has, in the firſt inſtance, been 
turned to the confuſion of its authors; and we entertain an carneft 


ing to 
able d 
your I 


to a {a 
France, the laudable example held out by the Emperor of Ruſſra the di. 
and the Ottoman Porte, and the diſpoſition manifeſted in the dif-. nich 
ferent countries ſtruggling under the yoke of France, may encou- form! 
rage other powers to adopt that vigorous line of conduct which ex- of get 
perience has ſhewn to be alone conſiſtent with the ſecurity and of ou 
honour of independant ſtates, and which, if generally adopted, may Wl conti 
lead to the deliverance of Europe. tion { 
« We are fully ſenſible of the peculiar advantages derived to its 0\ 
this kingdom from the extent of our preparations at home, and 
from the general demonſtrations of zeal and ſpirit among all ranks 
of your Majcity's ſubjects; and we have ſeen, with the greateft 
ſatisfaction, the effect of the meaſures adopted in Ireland for repreſ- 
ſing a rebellion inſtigated by our inveterate enemy; the ſurrender 5 
of the French troops landed for its ſupport ; and the ſucceſsful vigi- dreſ 
lance and aQtivity of your Majeſty's ſquadrons in capturing or dif- &n tl 
perſing the armaments ſince deſtined for the ſame purpoſe. thr, 
% We are anxious to teſtify to your Majeſty the abhorrence and cond 
indignation with which we. have obſerved the deſperate principles and 
and practices of thoſe who have long planned the ſubverſion of our ende 
Conſtitution, which have now been fully detected and made mani- Hav. 
feſt to the world; and we cannot but expreſs our firm perſuaſion, of n 
that thoſe who had been miſled or ſeduced muſt now be awakened to | 
their duty, and that a juſt ſenſe of the miſeries and horrors which ] 
thoſe traitorous defigns have. produced muſt impreſs on the minds of mit 
all your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects the neceſſity of continuing to cio! 
repel with firmneſs every attack on the laws and eſtabliſhed Go- Lo 
vernment of their Country. | | 
« Weſhall not fail diligently to apply ourſelves to the conſider- in 
ation of ſuch meaſures as may provide the neceſſary ſupplies with ack 
as little inconvenience to your people, and as little addition to the vic 
permanent burdens of the State, as the circumſtances will admit; no 
and, under the unavoidable preſſure of protracted war, while we qu 
join with your Majeſty in regretting the indiſpenſable neceſſity of (w 
heavy expenccs, we ſhall derive the greateſt ſatistaction and confi- jeſ 
dence from the productive ſtate of the revenue, the maintenance and no 
improvement of public credit, and the extent and proſperity of the to 
commerce and induſtry of your Majeſty's ſubjeRs ; and that we of 
ſhall cagerly avail ourſelves of every opportunity to cultivate and th; 


improve advantages ſo important to the public ſafety and welfare. 
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« Weembrace with ſatisfaction the opportunity of thus renew- 
ing to your Majeſty the folemn aſſurances of our firm and unalter- 
able determination to perſevere in thoſe exertions which may enable 
your Majeſty to conduct the great conteſt in which we are engaged 
to a ſafe and honourable concluſion. Animated alike by a ſenſe of 
the difficulties we have ſurmounted, and of the diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs 
which has rewarded our perſeverance in a juſt cauſe, we ſhall uni- 
formly maintain thoſe principles, an adherence to which, in a period 
of general danger and calamity, has procured to us the advantages 
of our preſent ſituation, and will, we truſt, under every vieiſſitude, 
continue to prove that the ſecurity and happineſs of the Britiſh na- 
tion find the ſureſt ſupport (under the bleſſings of Providence) in 
its own conſtancy, its energy, and its virtue.“ 


HIS MAJESTY's moſt gracious ANSWER. 
&« Gentlemen, 


&« [ return you my particular thanks far this layal and dutiful ad- 
dreſs; and receive, with the greateſt ſali faction, your congratulations 
@n the late glorigus events, and the declaraticn of your firm adherence to 
thiſe wiſe and hanourable principles which have unifermly guided your 
conduct. The perſeverance and firmneſs of Parliament, and the zeal 
and ſpirit of my people, will give additional weight to my exertions in 
endeavouring to improve the advantages which this country and Europe 
have every reaſon to expect from the happy conſequences of the ſucceſs 
of my arms, and from the preſent ſlate and diſpeſitien of other powers.” 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved- the order of the day for a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of His Majeſty's moſt gra- 


cious meſſage reſpecting an annuity to be granted to Rear Admiral 
Lord Nelſon. ; 


Mr. THOMAS TYRWHITT JONES :—From no man 
in His Majeſty's dominions can come a more humble and ſincere 
acknowledgement of the royal meſſage before us than myſelf. The 
victory obtained by Admiral Lord Nelſon is above all praiſe, and 
no language I am maſter of can be adequate to it. The conſe- 
quences are ſo eventful and eventual, that if rightly followed up 
(which I am fully diſpoſed to think will be the caſe) by His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, the noble Lord may be hereafter (I think I do 
not exceed the mark), juſtly called the Saviour of mankind. As 
to the armament itſelf, which is connected nearly with the object 
of the meſſage, when it lay at Toulon, I often hazarded an opinion 
that its deſtination was India, but I could not get three people to 
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agree with me, This, however, is only my private obſervation on 
the expedition; and I ſha!l only fay, that I am forry I was right, 
and that I hope ſome of His Majeſty's Minifters, and ſome of the 
Directors of the Eaſt-India Company thought as I did, and took 
their meaſures accordingly. | 

Now, Sir, I ſhall paſs from that long, awful and ſolemn ſuſ- 
pence which the nation laboured under; I ſhall paſs, Sir, with the 
warmth of an Engliſhman to the ſeene of action - that ſcene of 
glory to the Britiſh arms —that ſeene of confufion and diſmay to 
the French—that ſcene of wonder and delight to the unlettered and 
paraliſed Arab— that ſeene of aſtoniſhment to the whole world! 
Here, Sir, I will obſerve on the immediate conſequences of this 
victory as they ſitike me: from that moment the King of Naples 
felt eaſy on his Throne, and ceaſed to temporiſe with the Directory. 
The cold Ruſſian grew warm in the common cauſe againſt the com- 
mon enemy--the proud and ſtately Porte forgot old animoſities--their 
mutual jealouſies ſubſided, their heart-burnings ceaſed — they ſhook 
hands—the fen was rung— the warwhoop was ſounded through 
their diſtant regions with the rapidity of lightning and the tone of 
thunder—and thouſands of armed men ruſhed forth, panting to 
cruſh an expedition engendered in horrible, diabolical ambition, con- 
certed and carried on with hypocriſy under the maſk of friendſhip, 
acted upon with extravagance and wildneſs of perfidy unexampled 
in the annals of hiſtory —unparalleled fince the creation of the world. 
I know not any word to call the expedition by—and I ſhall take the 
liberty to Anglicize a word of their own for that purpoſe ;—the only 
one I think which can nearly reach its nature. Sir, I call it the 
laſt, though not leaſt, onſtraſiiy of that horrid, unaccountable f- 
t2:mable Revolution. 

Sir, I feel warm on the ſubject of Mat revolution, and, wiſhing 
to ſay ſomething of it—but, Sir, I will return to the point before 
us.— Now, Sir, I bumbly pray that the Almighty may go forth with 
the combined ficets and armies, and that the prædatory army of 
Buonaparte (and ſuch I may infer they are, from their General's 

ddreſs) may be cut in pieces, and not one man faved to tell the 
tale in Paris; that the armament (of tranſports) may be wholly de- 
ſtroyed, and that there be not a wreck left behind. 

Sir, I have ever thought and ſaid in this Houſe, that I thought 


this a juſt and neceſſary war J think it ſtill juſt and neceſſary, 


more than ever—upon that point I agree with His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters; and I affure them, that when we have diſagreed on other 
points, I have differed from conſcience ſake. My feelings are very 
warm on the ſubjed before us—and I have gone to a greater length 
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than J intended ; and I thank the Houſe for permitting me to in- 
dulge thoſe feelings thus far. And, Sir, I now vote moſt cordially 
for your leaving the chair. : 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Captain 
Berkeley in the chair; and His Majeſty's meſſage having been 
read, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he was ſo perſuaded of the unani- 
mous ſentiment and wiſh of the Houſe on the motion he ſhould 
have the honour to make, that he ſhould conſider it impertinent in 
him to detain them farther on the ſubje ; he would therefore 
move, . That it is the opinion of this Committee, that an annuity 
« of 2000l. per annum be payable out of the conſolidated fund, 
« to Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, and to his two next heirs inherit- 
« ing the title, in conſideration of his eminent ſervices, purſuant to 
« His Majeſty's meſſage.” 

Honourable GEORGE WALPOLE roſe to ſecond the motion. 
He faid the country would doubtleſs think with him, that Lord 
Nelſon had moſt juſtly deſerved this remuneration for his ſervices; at 
the ſame time he did not ſee why the circumſtance of his command- 
ing a detachment of the fleet only, was a ſufficient reaſon for with- 
holding from him thoſe ſtill ample honours which His Majeſty. 
might otherwiſe have conferred upon him; it was, in fact, ſaying, 
that not the merit alone, but the rank of the perſon, was to appor- 
tion the degree of honour to be conferred. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that on a ſubje& of this nature he 
was unwilling to enter into any matter that might ſeem like a dif- 
ference of ſentiment. There could be but one opinion as to the 
tranſcendent merits of Lord Nelfon ; and he was ſure that the ſen- 
timents of poſterity reſpecting him would be, not according to the rank 
which he held in the peerage, but the deeds he had performed ; 
and he truſted that, as long as the name of this country endured, the 
fame of Nelfon would be perpetuated; and that it would not be whe- 
ther the title of Baron, Viſcount, or Earl, was conferred upon him, 
that would make any difference in the opinion of Europe or poſterity. 
He muſt alfo obferve, that-the beſtowment, and degree of rank con- 
ferred, was a ſubject that did not come within the cognizance of 
that Houſe, but lay en in the breaſt of him who was the 
fountain of honour. . 
At the ſame time, if his ate was aſked on the queſtion — | 
ſtractly conſidered, he muſt differ from the honourable General, if 
he ſuppoſed that the rank which a meritorious officer held. in his 
profeſſion was not to be taken into conſideration, when honorary 
titles were to be beſtowed ; he rather conſidered that the degree of 
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merit and the degree of rank were to be conjointly conſidered. He 
would, however, freely confeſs that no honours which it was in the 


power of the Crown to confer, could add any thing to the Juſtre } 


which Lord Nelſon would derive from his own tranſcendent merits. 
The reſolution was then put and carried nem. con. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the Houſe 
to reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to conſider of a motion for grant- 


ing a ſupply to His Majeſty ; and His Majeſty's gracious ſpeech to | 


Parliament having been referred to the ſaid Committee, Mr. Ho- 
bart in the chair, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, that it be the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, that a ſupply be granted to His Majeſty : the reſolution was 
agreed to, and the Houſe being reſumed, the reſolution was reported, 
and ordered to be received to-morrow. 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR wiſhed to remind the Houſe, that a 


ſubje& of conſiderable importance to the revenue, and the Northern | 


part of the iſland, had engaged a good deal of their attention during 
the laſt Parliament, he meant the Scotch diſtilleries. The Com- 
mittee which had been then appointed, had made conſiderable pro- 
greſs in the buſineſs ; he therefore apprehended that it could not be 
brought to a more proſperous concluſion than to refer it to the ſame 
Committee. He ſhould therefore with for the re- appointment of 
the ſaid Committee. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed with the honourable Baronet ; 
and as it was a ſubje& in which the revenue was materially con- 
cerned, he meant that it ſhould be brought forward at an early 
opportunity. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD took notice of the bill which 
paſſed laſt. ſeſſion, for legalizing the ifſue of country ſmall notes. 
That was an act profeſſedly of a temporary nature, paſſed in a time 
of public diſtreſs, and whilſt the Bank was ſhut ; as the act had 
been found ſalutary, and the reſtriction on the Bank ſtill continued, 
he hoped that liberty would be granted for continuing the iſſuing 


of notes under 20s. It was of great importance to the public to 


have an extenſion of the circulating medium; but he knew not 
whether the iſſue of a new ſilver -coinage had been agreed on: if 


aſſured that that was likely to take place ſoon, he ſhould wave his 
intended motion; but if a new coinage of ſilver was not allowed, it 
would prove a very great inconvenience to traders and manufac- 


turers, if notes under 20s. were not allowed in the country. 

The act of laſt ſeſſion having been read by the clerk, Mr. Bird 
then moved for leave to bring in a bill to continue and amend the 
faid act. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT was glad this motion was not made 
without ſome previous notice, as it militated, in ſome meaſure, 
againſt the eſtabliſhed cuſtora of the country. It was true, the re- 
ſtriction on the Bank ſtill continued, but the embarraſſment which 
occaſioned that reſtriction was not now the ſame, nor was the circu- 
lation in the country more embarrafſed now than formerly. As, 
therefore, the country was not now labouring under thoſe temporary 
preſſures which firſt occaſioned the act, the ſubject of the motion 
became a conſideration of more general policy. As to the ſilver 
coinage, if there were a preſling demand, it would, indeed, be a 
wrong cauſe for delaying it on account of any propoſed alteration of 
the ornamental part of it, to which the honourable Member had 
alluded ; but a new filver coinage of a different ſtandard was a 
matter of greater conſequence, and required mature deliberation. 
He truſted, however, that this ſuſpence would not continue much 
longer, and that when the ſcheme could be properly matured, it 
would be found beneficial to the community. 

Mr. BIRD ſtated, it was not his idea that if this act was not 
renewed, that the country would relapſe into the ſame difficulties as 
formerly. He then moved that leave be given to bring in a bill to 
explain and amend the act of laſt ſeſſion for permiſſion to ifſue in 
the country ſmall notes, of value under 20s. Leave was given, 
and a bill ordered to be prepared and brought in accordingly. 


Saturday, November 24. 


The report of the Committee, to whom His Majeſty's meſſage 
reſpecting Lord Nelſon had been referred, was brought up by the 
honourable Captain Berkeley. It ſtated it to be the opinion of the 
Committee, that a clear yearly ſum of 20001. ſhould be granted to 
His Majeſty out of the conſolidated fund, from the firſt of Auguſt 
1798, to enable His Majeſty to ſettle the ſame in the moſt benefi- 
cial manner for the uſe of Admiral Lord Nelſon, and the two next 
ſucceeding heirs on whom the title ſhall deſcend. 

Mr. ROSE then moved for an account of the navy and army 


- cftinaites, &c. when the Houſe adjourned. 


Monday, Nevember 26. 


Mr. W. DUNDAS, purſuant to notice, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to give power to the Bank of Scotland to iſſue ſmall 
Notes, The clauſes which he intended to introduce into this bill 
would be in ſome reſpects different from thoſe of the former bill. 
He then moved, that the former act be read, which being done, he 
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moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to continue the ſaid act 
for a time to be limited. 

Mr. TIERNEY gave notice of a motion, which was, in his 
opinion, he ſaid, of conſiderable importance. It was his duty to 
move it ; in doing ſo he begged to be underſtood as acting as an in- 
dividual merely, and not on the ſuggeſtion of any other perfon. He 
ſhould therefore, without farther preface, ſay, that on Friday next 
he ſhould move the Houſe to this effect: That it is the duty 
of His Majeſty's Miniſters not to enter into any engagements that 
may prevent or impede any negotiation for peace, whenever there 
ſhall appear a diſpoſition on the part of France to accede to terms 
of peace that may be conſiſtent with the intereſt and the honour of 
the Britiſh Nation.” 

After a few words from Mr. Chancellor PITT on the inconve- 
nience of letting the matter ſtand for that day, on account of ſome 
buſineſs of finance, which, he truſted, would be ready for the Houſe 
at that time, the day was altered for this motion for "Thurſday 
ſe'nnight. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itfelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of a ſupply to be granted to 
His Majeſty, being read, the Houſe reſol ved itſelf accordingly. 

Lord ARDEN moved, that it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that 120,000 ſeamen be employed for the ſea ſervice, for the year 
I799, including 20,000 marines. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, that conſidering the diſtreſſed 
ſituation of this country in point of finance, and the diſtreſſed con- 
dition of the enemy's marine force, he could not help thinking that 
the number of ſeamen now propoſed was much larger than was ne- 


I Io, ooo had been deemed ſufficient at the concluſion of the Ame- 
rican war, when the united force of France, Spain, and Holland, 
was no leſs than 140 ſhips of the line. Under theſe circumſtances 
he could not help conſidering the propoſed vote a great expence and 
profuſion that could be avoided. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſpoke nearly as follows I ſhall not, 
Sir, nor indeed will it be neceſſary for me to take up much of the 
time of the Committee. The honourable Baronet objects to the 


vote of fo large a force as 120,000 men; he thinks it would be 


more adviſeable for us not to have ſuch a number, but he has aſ- 
ſigned no reaſon for his objeQion, except that 110,000 men were 
deemed ſufficient, as he calls it, at the end of the American war, 
when the navies of Spain, Holland, and France, were united againſt 


us. Perhaps, Sir, 110,000 men were as much as the country 
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could then ſupply ; but by the increaſe of our commerce fince that 
war, we have carried our maritime ſtrength to that unparalleled ex- 
tent, to which we are indebted for all the unparalleled advantages 
and ſuperiority which we now enjoy. Will the honourable Baro- 
net tell me that 110,000 men were ſufficient at the period he 
ſpeaks of, when, inſtead of blocking up the ports of all your ene- 
mies, inſtead of having every foreign ſtation properly ſupplied, and 


| your commerce regularly and effectually protected, inſtead of hav- 


ing every other quarter of the globe the ſcene of your victories and 
your triumphs, you had the misfortune of ſeeing your navy every 
where inferior in point of number? Will he tell me that 
110,000 men were ſufficient at that period, when the gallantry 
and ſkill of your ſeamen could only reſcue you from great calamities 
and dangers, inſtead of conducting you to that unequalled pre-emi- 
nence, ſplendour, and glory, which you now poſſeſs? Does he 
with the Houſe, from principles of economy, to renounce thoſe ad- 
vantages, to give up thoſe bleſſings, in order to throw us back to 
that ſcene of difficulty from which we were extricated only by the 
ſuperior conduct and valour of our navy? If the honourable Baro- 
net had any reaſon to think that 110,000 men would be ſufficient, 
he ought to have found ſomething better than ſuch general ſurmiſes 
as, that in a former period we had a leſs number than we now pro- 
poſe to vote, and that we have lately been bleſſed with fignal ad- 
vantages. Sir, inſtead of lefſening our exertions, and diminiſhing 
our means, a wiſe man, I think, would prefer following up and 
improving thoſe advantages in ſuch a manner as to enable you to 
wait till ſuch overtures are made by the enemy as may make you 


feel that a compliance with them will be conſiſtent with your own 


ſecurity and honour, and with your ideas of the ſituation in which 
ſuch overtures will leave other countries. This is what a wiſe man 
will adviſe. From a combination of circumſtances, we were threat- 
ened with great and various calamities ; fortunately we have turned 
them to the confuſion and diſmay of our enemies. Is that the mo- 
ment when you ſhould top ſhort? Is it not rather the moment 
which ſhould give you well-founded expectations, that if the advan- 
tages you have gained be followed up, and improved by ſuitable ex- 
ertions on the part of other powers, they will, to uſe the words of 
His Majeſty's ſpeech, ** lead to the general deliverance of Europe? 
Does it become us, from regard to our own ſafety—is it conſiſtent 
with our character and honour, to renounce the chance of becoming 
the deliverers of other independent nations? But, Sir, I expected 
to hear from the honourable Baronet which of the ſervices of the 


navy he would defire to diſpenſe with. Does he wiſh us, becauſe 
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we have almoſt annihilated the navy of France in the Mediterranean, 
which ſhe had by exertions and perſeverance revived, after the diſ- 
aſters experienced at Toulon, does he, I fay, wiſh us to abdicate 
the Mediterranean, and renounce all the political and commercial 
benefits that are likely to reſult from our victory? Does he wiſh 
that, with reſpect to ourſelves, we ſhould only retain the glory of 
our triumph, which no impolicy and negligence of ours can bury in 
oblivion? Does he deſire us to forego all its advantages, and to 


give up all its benefits? Does he deſire us to hold out to the Porte, | 


when it has juſt rouſed from that apathy in which too many of the 
powers of Europe have been lulled, that we mean to diſcourage that 
returning vigour? Does he wiſh that the King of Naples, who 
feels that he owes his crown, his ſecurity, and his life, to our na- 
val exertiors, ſhould find that the moſt important advantages would 
reſult from the exertions of the Britiſh navy, but that they are to be 
chilled by the cold economy of Britiſh counſels? Does he wiſh, 
when we have eſtabliſhed. our naval pre-eminence from Conſtanti- 
nople to Gibraltar, when every commercial and political advantage 
is awaking to us, that we ſhould abandon that pre-eminence, and 
give up thoſe advantages? I believe, Sir, he will not wiſh it. 
Look nearer home: We find the navies of Spain, of France, of 
Holland, blocked up. We find ſquadrons of our ſhips watching 
the ports of Cadiz, Breſt, and the Texel, and the ſmaller ports in 
the intermediate ſpace between thoſe large ones. Does he wiſh us 


do releaſe the remnant of the navy of the; enemy from the captivity 


in which they are held in their own harbours? It may be a mag- 
nificent idea to give them an opportunity ,of coming out and fighting 
us; and though I ſhould have no doubt what would be the event, 
yet it will hardly be the opinion of any wiſe man that we ſhould 
abandon the coaſts of the enemy, and leave thoſe fleets which are 
now pouring, from month to month, their treaſures into our ports ; 
that we ſhould leave them, I ſay, expoſed to that piratical war which 
the enemy would carry on againſt them. - We are not then to with- 
draw from the blockade of our enemy's harbours. We are not to 
withdraw thoſe fquadrons which afford now ſuch ſure protection to 
our trade. Where then are we to look * Is it to our diſtant poſ- 
ſeſſions? After we have ſeen that the conduct of Government, 
however active, the vigilance and valour of the navy, however great, 
cannot always prevent attack; after we have ſeen this, does he 


wiſh that if any expedition ſhould be able to effect its paſſage o 


the Eaſt Indies, it ſhould find us there naked and unproteRed ? 
Have the events of the preſent year-induced any one to wiſh that 


our force at the Cape of Good Hope and n the Laſt Indies had 
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been leſs than it is? Look to the Weſt Indies—when, by the 

chance of a wind, fix or eight fail of the line might ſteal out of the 
enemy's ports, does he defire that Jamaica, or any of our other 

Weſt-India poſſeſſions, ſhould be left expoſed to attack, inſtead of 
having a ſtationary force kept there? Look at home. Is it in the 
Is it on the South or the North of 
Ireland that he wiſhes to curtail and reduce our force, in order, from 
a ſtretch of generoſity, to put the enemy more on an equality with 
us? If, running through all theſe ſtations, we ſee reaſon to re- 
joice at the ſufficiency of our force, where is it that he wiſhes for a 
reduction of it? Unleſs, Sir, on a deliberate view, he proves, that 
our fleets engaged in the blockade of France, of Spain, and of 
Holland, in the Mediterranean, in the Eaſt Indies, and in the Weſt, 

in the protection of our trade off the coaſt of Ireland, and in main- 
taining our ſuperiority in the Channel, do not furniſh ſufficient room 
for the diſtribution of our navy, manned by 120,000 ſeamen; un- 
leſs he proves this, I think, that neither- on this day, nor on the 


receiving of the report, will he find one man to ſecond and ſup- 


port him. 

Mr. TIERNEY coincided in opinion with Mr. Pitt : ou 
attached to a ſyſtem of economy as he was, ſo warmly, that he diſ- 
liked to hear it at any time ſtigmatized by the name of cold eco- 
nomy, yet this was a particular ſervice, which he voted with plea- 
ſure, becauſe it was moſt congenial to Britiſh ſeelings. The num- 
ber propoſed to be voted was that which he conceived to be neceſ- 
ſary. On theſe grounds, therefore, he ſhould accede to the motion; 
he ſhould accede to it with pleaſure on another ground, which was, 
that that branch of the ſervice had been conducted in a manner 
which deſerved the confidence of the country. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid, he had heard a very capital 
ſpeech, but he had not heard any thing that made him alter his opi- 
nion upon the ſubject. He would conſider on it tn: and fay 
nothing more at preſent. 

The motion for 1 20,000 ſeamen, including 20,000 marines, 
was now put and carried. | 

The following ſums were voted :— 

2,880,000. for the pay of the ſeamen, at the rate of. 11 178. 
per man per month for thirteen months. 

2,964, oool. for victualling the fame for thirteen months. 

4,650, oool. for the wear and tear of ſhips, | 

390,000l. for naval ordnance. 

The report was ordered to be received to-morrow. 
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nion, he conceived that the whole difficulty would reſt upon the 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that he had already given no- 
tice of an important financial meafure which he meant to propoſe 
on Monday next ; and he now wiſhed to appriſe the Houſe, that 
on this day fortnight he would ſubmit to them he Ways and Means 
for the enſuing year. 

Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed to be informed of the purport of the 
meaſure which the right honourable gentleman had to propoſe on 
this day ſe'nnight. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T replied, that the benefits of the meaſure 
adopted laſt ſeſſion for railing a conſiderable portion of the ſupplies 
within the year, had proved. themſelves and been felt ſo advanta- 
geous, that he could not anticipate any change in the diſpoſition of 
the Houſe to purſue the ſame plan at preſent. It had lately received 
the approbation and ſanction of a meeting excecdingly well qualified 
to judge of its effects, and the meaſure which he meant to ſubmit 
to them on Monday next, would follow the fame principle, but in 
a mode more productive and infinitely leſs objectionable. Having 
no reaſon to apprehend that the Houſe would alter its former opi- 


details. of the plan, and the neceſſary alterations in what they had 
before adopted. His intention therefore was, immediately after 
opening the ſubject, to bring in a bill, and fill up the blanks in a has 
Committee, which he would propoſe to fit on Friday ſe'nnight, 


an 
when the blanks would be filled up, and gentlemen would have pa 
the opportunity of diſcuſſing the principle on the queſtion for the ott 
Speaker's leaving the chair, on the motion for its recommitment on co! 
Friday fe'nnight, after having it printed. As he flattered himſelf be 
that the principle would not be objected to, he expected that the an 
bill would go through all the ſtages in the courſe of the week. of 


' Tueſday, November 27. 


The honourable Capt. BERKELEY moved the ſecond reading of 
the bill for ſettling and fecuring an annuity of two thoufand pounds 
on Admiral Lord Nelſon, and the two next heirs ia ſucceſſion to 
whom the title ſhall deſcend, in conſideration of the eminent ſer- 
vices rendered by him to His Majeſty and the public ; which bill | 
was read a ſecond time. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the 8 of 
Supply, in which it had been voted that 20, ooo men be em- 


ployed for the navy ſervice for the year 1799, including 20,000 


Nov. 26. ] 


The ſeveral reſolutions were read a firſt time, and on their ſe- 
cond reading granting, 120,000 men for the navy ſervice, 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe, and ſpoke to the following 
effet :—After ſeriouſly deliberating on the important ſubje& that 
is now before us, whether we ought or ought not to agree to the re- 
ſolution reported from the Committee, by which it is propoſed to 
employ ſo large a force as 120,000 ſeamen for the ſervice of the 

enſuing year, I have no heſitation in declaring my full conviction, 
that the number propoſed ought to be confiderably diminiſhed, and 
that 110,000 is the utmoſt extent to which we can poſlibly go, 
with any attention to propriety ; for whether we conſider the de- 


preſſed and ruined ſtate of the navy of the enemy; the ſkill, the 


ſpirit, and the gallantry which have been uniformly diſplayed by 
our own ſeamen, and which unqueſtionably render a conſiderable 
force leſs neceſſary than would otherwiſe be che cafe ; the aſſiſtance 
that we are likely to receive from Ruſſian, from "Turkiſh, from 
Portugueſe, and from Neapolitan auxiliaries, not forgetting the new 


maritime power that is riſing in America; the aid which it is ru- 


moured we are to obtain from the flects of Sweden and of Denmark ; 
and above all, when we conſider the ſituation of our finances, which 


renders economy indiſpenſably neceſſary, not that cad economy, as it 


has been juſtly called, which means nothing, but a bold, an active, 
and a vigorous ſpirit of retrenchment, extending over all the de- 
partments of the ſtate—in all theſe various points of view, and in 
other reſpects which I ſhall by and by take the liberty of ſtating, I 
conſider the reſolution of the Committee, for employing ſueh a num- 
ber as 120,000 ſeamen, as, in the higheſt degree, exceptionable, 
and I hope it will be in my power to prove it to the ſatisfaction 
of the Houſe and of the Public. t 

But before I proceed to the diſcuſſion of the. ſubje& more imme- 
diately under our conſideration, I think it neceffary to advert to a 
point, which was urged with much force and ability in a very able 
and eloquent harangue from the right honourable gentleman oppo- 
ſite to me (Mr. Pitt) i in the debate of yeſterday, and which ſeemed 
to make a conſiderable impreſſion on the Houſe. The right ho- 


nourable gentleman enumerated, with much diſtinctneſs and preci- 


lion, the various ſervices to which our naval force was applicable, 
and demanded, with ſome degree of exultation and triumph, whe- 
ther I would point out any ſervice where an abatement was admit- 
fible ? For my part, Sir, I had no particular knowledge, at that 
time, what the diſtribution of our naval force was, and how far it 
was exceptionable or otherwiſe : but I took the earlieſt poſſible op- 


portunity of endeavouring to procure any information J could obtain 
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on the ſubject, and with that view ſent for a publication, called 
Steel's Navy Lift, which is ſuppoſed to ſtate facts with ſufficient 
accuracy for, at leaſt, the purpoſes of debate. On examining that 
Lift, I muſt confeſs, Sir, that I rejoiced at the accidental diſcuſſion 
that had come forward yeſterday, for I ſaw there a ſtatement of the 
amount of the Britiſh navy, and of the manner in which it is diftri- 
buted, which I truſt will as much aſtoniſh the right honourable 
gentleman as it did me. From that ſtatement it appears, that we 
have in commiſſion 143 ſail of the line; of theſe there are only 
85 in aQual ſervice : of the remainder, there are 28 fitting out 
in our different harbours, and no leſs a number than 30 fail of the 
line acting as guardſhips, or in fimilar ſituations, not forgetting re- 
ceiving ſhips ; all of them completely debarred from active employ- 
ment. No wonder then that we want 120,000 ſeamen, (J am aſto- 
niſhed that ſo few is ſufficient,) when we have ſuch a number as 37 
fail of the line lying rotting in our harbours. This is a ſubje& well 
entitled to the ſerious conſideration of the Houſe ; and, in the in- 
veſtigation of which, we muſt all feel ourſelves equally intereſted. 

I muſt alſo, Sir, beg leave to take notice of a circumſtance of 
an hiſtorical nature, intimately connected with the queſtion now 
before us. I am reproached, Sir, with entertaining, upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion, a peculiar, and, indeed, ſingular opinion, as if no man 
but myſelf could ever think of ſo abſurd a propoſition, as that 
110,000 ſeamen might be ſufficient for the public ſervice in ſuch 
times as theſe. Let us fee, Sir, how the matter really ſtands. I 
find, that about 1 2 months ago, on the 1 5th November, 1797, the 
ſame noble Lord (Lord Arden) moved the number of orly 110,000 
ſeamen for the ſervice of the year 1798. It was oppoſed by an 
honourable and reſpectable Member, (Mr. Huſſey), who urged 
the neceſſity of an additional 10,000 ; but the original motion, be- 
ing ſupported by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who was then 
a friend to what he called practical economy, was carried. The 
next day the honourable gentleman returned to the charge, and ac- 
tually moved on the report, that the number ſhould be increaſed to 
120, ooo. But ſo fully ſatisfied at that time was every individual 
in the Houſe, that 110,000 was perfectly ſufficient, that he could 
not find a ſingle man to ſecond him: and if a diviſion had taken 
place, I had reſolved to vote againſt the amendment, and with the 
Miniſter. Some circumſtances, however, led the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to alter his opinion. On the 23d of April 
laſt, an additional number of 10,000 ſeamen was accordingly 
moved for, and the Houſe, influenced by his authority, acquieſced 
in the propoſal, I do not ariſe, therefore, to ſupport a ſingular opi- 
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nion on the preſent occaſion, but to maintain what is the recorded 
unanimous reſolution of the Houſe upon this ſubject twelve months 
ago, with the exception of only one individual, and a reſolution, 
which, ſo far as I can judge, ought till to have remained un- 
altered. 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the general queſtion, whether 
it is wiſe and politic to employ ſo large a force as 120,000 ſeamen 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year. 

There are many Members of this Houſe who muſt reeolle& the 
concluſion of the American war, when we had, as we have now, 
the navies of France, of Spain, and of Holland, to contend with, 
whoſe united ſtrength was eſtimated at 140 fail of the line; yet 
we then only voted 110,000 ſeamen, and a great exertion it was 
reckoned. The limited navy of the enemy cannot now be ſtated 
at more than 7 o ſail of the line, or half the number it was in 1782. 
If, therefore, we were to obſerve the ſame proportion between the 
number of ſeamen we vote and the ſtrength of the enemy, the noble 
Lord ought not to have propoſed above 55,000 ſeamen. Can it 
then be ſeriouſly queſtioned, whether double that number, namely, 
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| 110,000 would not, with any tolerable management, be found 


more than fully adequate to the ſervice of the nation ; and that the 
remaining Io, ooo can only anſwer the purpoſe of uſeleſs parade, 
or of idle profuſion? The ſaving will amount to about a million: 
a {um of conſiderable conſequence in the preſent deranged ſtate of 
our finances. It will alſo be attended with this additional advan- 
tage, that if we begin with economiſing in this our favourite ſer- 
vice, it will be a proper and natural prelude to other important 
ſavings, to which no other branch of the n expenditure can 
venture to object. 

That the ſubject, however, may be more fully diſeuſſed, let us 
conſider the effect of the propoſed reduction, on the three ſuppoſi- 
tions, that a peace is to be coneluded within twelve months, or, 
that the war between France and us alone is to be perſevered in 
for ſome years longer, or that a general war is again to take place 
on the Continent? In every one of theſe caſes, I contend, that 
the reduction of our ſeamen to 110,000 men, and of our other 
eſtabliſhments in proportion, is a wiſe and politic meaſure. 

We ſhall ſuppoſe, Sir, that we have at preſent in our pay 
120,000 ſeamen and 400,000 ſoldiers, and that we ſhall reduce 
our cſtabliſhments, when peace is happily reſtored, to 30,000 ſea- 
men and 50,000 ſoldiers; it is evident, therefore, that, ſooner or 
later, we muſt diſcharge 90,000 ſeamen and 350,000 ſoldiers. 
Allow me then to aſk, whether it would not be more prudent to 
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diſcharge a certain number of ſo enormous a maſs, from time to 
time, as might be done conſiſtently with the public ſafety and in- 
tereſts, rather than to diſmiſs the whole at once. By a gradual 


reduction of our navy and army, thoſe who are diſcharged may 


find employment; whercas if we diſmiſs ſuch a multitude as 
440,000 ſeamen and foldiers at once, How can they poſſibly find, 
on the ſpur of the occaſion, the means of ſubſiſtence? Many of 
them muſt take to depredation and plunder, and our jails will be 
filled with thoſe who have fought and bled in the ſervice of their 
country, and who have partaken i in all our victories. 

Beſides, Sir, I have reaſon to know, from various parts of the 
kingdom, that labourers are almoſt univerſally wanted, both for 
agriculture and commercial purpoſes. Is it not therefore deſirable, 
that any unneceſſary number of hands which we may happen to 
have in our navy and army, ſhould be immediately diſmiſſed ? 
Whilſt we are carrying on a bloody and expenſive war, let us not 
forget the induſtry and arts of peace, and let us permit as many 
Britiſh ſubjects as poſſible to be employed in all the various occu- 
pations which are ſo eſſential for our comfort and ſubſiſtence. 

On theſe grounds, I am decidedly for a reduction, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that a peace is likely to take place within twelve months. 

But let us take another alternative under our conſideration, 
namely, that we are to carry on the war, on our own bottom, for 
ſome years longer; in that caſe an economical reduction is till 
more neceffary. 

It is well known, that the reſources of a nation, whether they 
ariſe from credit or from taxation, are bounded, and that no prudent 
Government will run the riſk of exhauſting them to the laſt drop. 
We ought to remember that celebrated maxim in politics © Caven- 
dum eft ne exhauſto & rario repentina calamitate reſpublica deſeratur.“ 
Let us take care, that the nation is not overrun with ſome ſudden 
calamity from an exhauſted Exchequer. It is a maxim fo full of 
policy and wiſdom, that I wiſh it were engraved in ſome. conſpicu- 
ous part of the Houſe, where it might attract the notice of every 
Member in it, but more eſpecially of the Chairmen of our Com- 
mittees of Supply, and of the Miniſters of our Finances. 

Let us ſuppoſe, however, that we have ſtill a reſerve of 60 mil- 
lions to be cxpended in war. The right honourable gentleman, 
whoſe propoſed war expenditure is at leaſt 30 millions per annum, 
would waſte the whole in two years; whereas by reducing our eſta- 
bliſhment to a ſum not exceeding 20 millions, we may carry on 
the war for three years, without being more exhauſted, and, in all 
probability, if properly conducted, with equal ſucceſs. Indeed my 


Nov. 26.] DEBATES. 77 
wiſh would be, to ſce our eſtabliſhments formed on ſo moderate a 
ſcale, that we might carry on the war for years, without the riſk 
of financial embarraſſments. In that caſe, we might be ſure of 
ultimately terminating the war, on terms perfectly conſiſtent with 
the ſafety and intereſts of the country, the only terms that ſhall 
ever meet with my approbation. 

Let us next conſider the queſtion, on the ſuppoſition, that the 
continental war is to be renewed : in that caſe, ſurely there can be 
no occaſion for ſuch expenſive eſtabliſhments. The French, in- 
ſtead of moleſting us, will have their attention ſufficiently occupied 
with attacking their enemies on the Continent, and we ought to 
embrace ſo favourable an opportunity of keeping our public ex- 
penditure within moderate bounds, 

I thought it my duty, Sir, as this is the firſt vote this ſeſſion 
connected with the public expenditure, to inculcate the neceſſity of 
more attention to economy than has lately been praQiſed in our 
various public departments, and on the ground of public economy, 
ts make my ſtand. I wiſh, Sir, completely to prevent, and, if poſſi- 
ble, to do away for ever the threatened tax on ineome; any attempt 
to enforce which will give riſe to ſuch nice and delicate queſtions, 
that it will ſhake the country to its centre. It is propoſed by that 
wild ſpeculation, and by oppreſſing, either directly or indirectly, 
every claſs, nay, every individual in the community, to raiſe a ſum 
which cannot poſſibly exceed 10 millions. I pledge myſelf to 
Drove to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe and of the Public, that thoſe 
10 millions may be ſaved in our public expences, and confequently 
that the threatened tax on income is perfectly unneceſſary. A wor- 
thy and reſpectable Baronet (Sir William Pultcney) ſtated laſt year, 
that he would point out the means of reducing our expences, to the 
amount, I think, of 5 millions; and it is but a poor compliment to 
the battle of the Nile to ſay, that ſo great a victory may be the 
means of bringing about an additional reduction to, at leaſt, as large 
a1 amount. 

I had, indeed, Sir, fondly flattered . that, aſter Lord Nel- 
ſon's victory, the Miniſters themſelves would have moved very 
conſiderable diminution in all our eſtabliſhments, and that a ſtill 
greater reduction than any they were likely to ſuggeſt would have 
been enforced by this Houſe. Such a reduction would be the beſt 
acknowledgement that could be made for ſuch meritorious: ſervices, 
both to the gallant favourite of the nation, and the flcet he -has tlic 
honour to command. That bravè officer has received as many 
proud teſtimonials of honour, admiration, and reſpect, as the moſt 
ambitious individual could almoſt aſpire o. Ile has heard the 
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chearing and triumphant ſhouts of victory from his own fleet, and 


received the ſurrendered ſwords of the braveſt of the enemy. 


He has juſtly merited the honours of the Britiſh Peerage, and a 
liberal pecuniary grant from the bounty of this Houſe. He has 
received the applauſes of his Sovereign, the thanks of the two 
Houſes, and the admiration of all Europe ; and if in addition to 
all theſe ſources of ſol id ſatisfaction, his brilliant victory proved the 


| ſource of reſtoring the bleſſings of peace, or, at leaſt, of reducing the 


public expences to the amount of from 8 to 10 millions per an- 
num, which, I believe might be the cafe, and of reſcuing his coun- 
trymen from the financial oppreſſions with which they are threat- 
ened, what would not his feelings be? I am perſuaded that he 
would prefer the heartfelt pride and exultation he would derive 
from ſuch circumſtances, to all the other honours and advantages 
he has obtained. | 

I have thus, Sir, ſtated what occurs to me on the intereſting ſub- 
ject now before us; and I beg leave to add, that I ſhall continue, 
whenever any circumſtance ſhall render it neceſſary, to ſubmit to 
the conſideration of the Houſe, from time to time, with truth and 
firmneſs, what occurs to me regarding the ſituation of our affairs, 
and the conduct of our Miniſters, fully convinced, that, by following 
that ſyſtem, I ſhall perform a duty becoming a Member of this 
Houle, and a friend to the Country. 

Mr. THOMAS WALLACE could by no means agree in opi- 


nion with the honourable Baronet who juſt ſat down, notwithſtand- 


ing the declaration he had made, that his ſentiments upon the pre- 
fent queſtion were the reſult of a cool and careful examination. He 
could not help ſaying that he was aſtoniſhed at ſeeing the honourable 
Baronet perſiſt in his oppoſition ; for had he conſidered, as he ſays 
he has, the conduct of the department which fome gentlemen had 
been pleaſed to compliment, he might perhaps have diſcovered that 


the compliment was not undeſerved ; in faying this he did not ar- 


rogate any part of it to himſelf ; but on the conduct of thoſe who 
were more nearly engaged in that department, he did not ſee that 
there could attach any blame, even if their exertions had not been 
crowned with the brilliant ſucceſs that had lately attended them. 
Thoſe who were at the head of the Admiralty were known to pay 
the cloſeſt attention to their department; and ſurely the honourable 
Baronet might do them the juſtice to ſuppoſe that they were not 
unacquainted with what was competent to the naval ſervice, , They 
were alſo as warmly diſpoſed towards the exerciſe of economy as 
any deſcription of gentlemen in that Houſe could be, and with 
every diſpoſition to economy, they felt that they muſt preſs the 


- 
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ſupply now demanded, becauſe they knew it to be neceſſary ; and if 
ſubſequent events ſhould allow them to diminiſh it, they would be 
as forward as the honourable Baronet to improve the opportunity. 
In the caſe mentioned by the honourable Baronet for attempting a 
reduction of our naval eſtabliſhment, he ſuppoſed he alluded to the 
conſequences of Lord Duncan's victory ; our naval force, it was 
then ſuppoſed, might admit of ſome reduction; the reduction was 
propoſed and objected to; it afterwards, however, took place, and 
what was the conſequence ? Did not this attempt at economy prove 
unwiſe or unſafe, and a few months afterwards, was not an appli- 
cation made to Parliament for an addition of ten thouſand ſeamen 
more? This part of the buſineſs the candour of the honourable 
Baronet has thought fit to ſuppreſs ; but if he argued on the fame 
principle, that a reduction ſhould be made this year in conſequence 
of Lord Nelſon's ſignal victory, and if the reduction were made and 
afterwards repented of, what would be the language of the honour- 
able Baronet * Would he not then ſay, did you not recollect what 
happened laſt year ? or, why did you not benefit by experience ? 
The honourable Baronet is alſo very pointed in his diſapprobation 
of keeping thirty ſhips of the line as guardſhips. Whether he has 
conſidered this point with the ſame degree of coolneſs and caution, 
it was rather too difficult to ſay, but the reaſons of his diſapproba- 
tion he has thought unneceſſary to explain. But theſe reaſons it 
might be allowable perhaps to gueſs at. Does not the honourable 
Baronet diſapprove of this part of the ſervice merely becauſe he re- 
gards the ſhips ſo employed, as keeping a number of men in a ſtate 
of inertneſs, who might be applied to a ſervice: of greater activity? 
But, perhaps, the honourable Baronet did not know, or recollect, 
that theſe ſhips were of the utmoſt utility to thoſe pn more active 
ſervice ; they ſerved as rendrezvous and depots for the new-raiſed 
men, who were from thence diftributed among the other ſhips in 
proportion as they ſtood in need of hands. For his part, therefore, 
he could ſee no poſlible benefit that could ariſe from this or any other 
reduQion in the naval eſtabliſhment ; on the contrary, he felt that 
any reduction muſt be attended with ſerious and real inconvenience. 
The honourable Baronet ſpeaks of our naval eſtabliſhment at the 
cloſe of the American war. 110,000 ſeamen were then voted, 
though the enemy's force was then greater than that of France is 
now. But what was the conduct of Parliament after the glorious 
victory won by Lord Rodney on the 12th April, 178 27 Did they 
not follow up the advantages reſulting from that memorable day, 
not by taking away, but by adding 10,000 ſeamen to their previous 
eſtabliſhment ? In every war it was prudent to place our navy on 
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a reſpectable footing, and not merely on ſuch as the appearance or 
the neceſſity of the caſe might require. Nothing that had fallen 
from the honourable Baronet had at all gone to prove that any thing 
in the preſent eſtabliſhment was ſuperfluous. He admits that the 
fruits of our naval ſuperiority are conſpicuous in the ſplendid vic- 
tories we have achieved—in the protection afforded to our trade 
and commerce—and in the impriſoned ſtate of the enemy's ſhips, 
which continue to be blocked up in all their ports. This, it ſeems, 
is enough for him; but the war ought to be proſecuted with vigour 
and ſpirit; it ſhould be a war of attack, and not merely of defence, 
as the honourable Baronet would have it ; but the few men now 
diſputed about might make the whole difference between an offen- 
five and a defenfive war. The latter would be puſillanimous and 
inglorious; the former what becomes the honour of the Britiſh 
people, and the proud fituation in which the nation now ſtands. To 
re{t in the languor of a defenſive war would be permitting France 
to recover from the blow by which ſhe has been aſtoniſhed and 
confounded ; but following up the glorious advantage of our victo- 
ries will alone lead to the attainment of that great bleſſing which 
the exertions of the country aſpire to, a ſafe, durable, and honoura- 
ble peace. To economy he truſted he was as zealous a friend as 
the honourable Baronet, but in a time of war he was no friend to 
economy of exertion—in certain caſes ſuch economy would be 
ruin: the ſpirit that would dictate it could lead to nothing but to 
a war merely and purely defenſive, and to the protraction of the 
contelt to an incalculable length—it is a ſpirit that, by paralyſing our 
energies and crippling our exertions, would permit the enemy again 
to breathe and recover. from his diſmav, and perhaps place the 
happy termination of hoſtilities at a diſtance not eaſy to be aſcer- 
tained. : 

General TARLETON wiſhed the Houſe not to miſtake what 
were the ſentiments of gentlemen on his ſide of the Houſe, reſpeQing 
the importance and value of the ſervices of the navy of the country. 


He could, with perfect truth, aſſure them, that not one of his ho- 


nourable friends entertained the fame ſentiments on the ſubject as 
the honourable Baronet. It was his wiſh, as much as the wiſh of 


any man living, that the ravages of war might be ſpeedily ſuppreſſed. 


It was the wiſh of every friend to humanity that peace might be 


' ſpecdily reſtored ; but every Engliſhman could only with for a. ſafe, 


honourable, and permanent peace. Nothing could fo effectually 


lead to this termination of our ſtruggles, as our reſuming a poſture | 


at once lofty, vigorous, and commanding. It would emphatically 


impreſs the enemy with ſentiments of deep reſpect for our character; 
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and conſidering how daring and enterpriſing were the Rulers of 
France, he could ſee no ſecurity againſt the force of the Enemy, but 
in the variety and ſkill, the extent and combination, of our own 
preparations. Had the honourable Baronet conſidered the ſubject 
in this way, perhaps no objection would have been heard to the 
vote of that evening: but it was certain we owed almoſt every thing 
to our navy; and, perhaps, in no reſpect ſo much, as for the great 
zeal and promptitude with which Sir Roger Curtis was diſpatched, 
on a recent occaſion, to Earl St. Vincent. He believed all the 
events of the war were deſtined to grow out of this ſingle cir- 


cumſtance ; for it was moſt certain that the achievement of Lord 


Nelſon reſulted from it; and if this laſt event was but rightly im- 
proved, he firmly believed it might bring the war to a ſecure and 
glorious termination. | 

The reſolution was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'T'T moved, that the act of the 38th of his 
preſent Majeſty be read, empowering His Majeſty to avail himſelf 
of the voluntary offers of the. Engliſh Militia to extend the ordi- 
nary circle of their ſervice ; which being read, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the Houſe muſt be aware of the 
invaluable effects produced by the ſingular gallantry of thoſe regi- 
ments of militia who had ſo nobly ſtepped forward with fo ſeaſona- 
ble an offer of their ſervices, to aſſiſt quelling the rebellion in Ire- 
arid—but great and happy as theſe effects might be, their beneficial 
operation might prove ineffectual ſhould any diminutior be pre- 


| maturely made in the cauſe from which it was derived. The 


ſtate of Ireland might ſooner or later diſpenſe with that caution; but 
whether the whole, or only a part of that force could ſafely be 
drawn from it, it was not at preſent his intention to examine. His 
wiſh merely was, that the act ſhould be continued in force ſome 
time longer, and in this with he made no doubt but that the wiſ- 
dom of the Houſe would concur. He then concluded by moving 
for leave to bring in a bill for continuing, for a time to be limited, 
the act alluded to, which was granted. 


Vor. VII. 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wedneſday, 833 28. 


Lord GREN VILLE brought a meſſage from His Majeſty on 
the ſudject of Lord Nelſon's annuity, ſimilar in effect to that de- 
livered to the Houſe of Commons on Monday, and deſiring their 
Lordſhips to concur in the meaſure therein recommended to the 
Commons. 

After the meſſage had been read by the Lord Clancellte, and 
at the table, 3 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, it was wholly unneceffary for him to 
detain their Lordſhips by a ſingle word upon the fubjeRt, as the ſenſe 
of the Houſe on the great merit and importance of Lord Nelſon's 
ſervices had been fully and warmly expreſſed by all the noble Lords 
who ſpoke in the debate, which was concluded by an unanimous 
vote of the thanks of the Houſe to that noble Lord and his officers, 
a tribute in the higheſt degree honourable and flattering to them. 
He would, therefore, trouble their Lordfhips no farther than by 
reading and moving the words of an addrefs to His Majeſty, return- 
ing His Majeſty their thanks for his gracious communication, and 
aſſuring His Majefty that the Houſe would concur in the meaſure 
recommended: and the addreſs was agreed to nem. diff. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wedneſday, November 28. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to 
conlider of Ways and Means for raiſing a ſupply granted to His 
Majeſty. 

"The Houſe having relied itſelf into a Committee, he moved 
the following reſolutions— That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that towards raiſing the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, the 
ſeveral duties impoſed on ſugar by the 27th, 34th, and 37th of 
his preſent Majeſty, and alſo the duties of exciſe on tobacco and 


ſauff, directed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament to be continued until 
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the Sch of March, 1799, ſhould be farther continued until the Sth 
day of March, 1800. 

That four ſhillings in the pound, and no more, be impoſed on 
all penſions, offices, &c. and continued. 

That the duty on malt, &c. be continued from the 23d of June 
1799, to the 24th of June 1800. 

Theſe reſolutions were agreed to, and the Houſe being reſumed, 
the report was ordered for Friday. 


Friday, November 30. 


The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 
into a Committee of Supply, the army, navy, and ordnance eſti- 
mates were ordered to be referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR (Windham) aid, he believed, 
the readieſt way to give that information which the Houſe n, 
be deſirous of obtaining reſpecting the army eſtimates would be, to 
ſtate chiefly thoſe eſtimates compared with the two preceding years, 
and to notice the difference of the charges between the laſt year and 
the preſent, and to ſtate in what manner that difference took its riſe. 
The eſtimates for the year 1797 amounted to the ſum of 
6,900,0001.—in the year 1798 they were not voted all at once, 
but at two ſeparate times ; the firſt ſum voted was 5, 900,000]. 
which, compared with, the eſtimates of the year preceding that, viz. 
1797, would be found to be leſs by 900,000. That is, the 
year 1797 exceeded the eſtimate of the year 1798, by the ſum he 
had mentioned. But in the courſe of the latter year, other circum- 
ſtances aroſe, which made it neceſſary to bring forwards other efti- 
mates; theſe ſecond eſtimates amounted to the ſum of 2,310, oool. 
making the whole 8, 305, oool. The objeAs to which theſe ſe- 
cond eſtimates related were, the ſupplementary militia; which the 
ſituation of the country made it neceſſary to call out and embody ; 3 
the proviſional cavalty, the voluntcer corps, and the barrack depart- 
ment. Of theſe, the ſupplementary militia was an object entirely 
new, and had never before entered into eſtimates—the volunteer 
corps, though they had in ſome degree before entered into the army 

eſtimates, yet as they had been called out but i in part, were not a 


| head of conſiderable expence, and, therefore, that head, though not 


an entire new charge, yet was a conſiderable W 0 of expence. | 
Another head of extraordinary charge was, in the article of barracks, 
which naturally followed as a conſequence of the augmentation of 
the number of troops: therefore it was, that the eſtimates of the 
M2; 
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year 1798 exceeded the eſtimates of the year 1797 by the ſum 


[ Commons. 


which he already ſtated. Thoſe circumſtances which operated in 


the year 1798, ſtill continued, and cauſed a like exceſs in the pre- 
ſent year, therefore there would be found an exceſs of near a million 
in the preſent eſtimates beyond the year 1797. There was one 
circumſtance indeed which firſt aroſe in the laſt year, and which 
would of courſe be permanent, he meant an increaſe of pay to the 
ſoldiery. Though the articles compoſing the eſtimates might vary, 
yet gentlemen converſant in thoſe accounts knew, that the general 
circumſtances were the ſame. The principal heads were of guards, 
garriſons, &c. and were ſimilar in this year to other preceding years. 

By the regulation of Parliament laſt year, gentlemen would re- 
colle& that the ſervice of part of our militia regiments was-extended 
to Ireland, and if it 'ſhould be judged neceſſary to continue that ſer- 
vice, it was probable that Ireland might contribute towards defray- 
ing the expences of thoſe troops neceſſary for their own protection. 
The heads of the cauſe of increaſe in the preſent year would be found 
as follows—the firſt was, an augmentation of dragoons, which 


amounted to 65,0001. ; the next was, an increaſe of the compa- 


nies of foot guards from 100 to 120 men, which cauſed an increaſe 
of expence of 1 20, oool; the next head of expence was one ſmall 
in compariſon with the advantages derived from it—he alluded to 
the appointment of regimental paymaſters, the object of which was, 
to remove thoſe delays which had hitherto exiſted in regimental ac- 
counts. The ſum under this head was only 27,0001. which was 


' moſt amply compenſated by the advantages reſulting from their eſta- 


blihment. The great head of exceſs in this year's account aroſc 
from the embodying of the ſupplementary militia—it came in but 
partially laſt year, but now it was to be provided for the whole of 
the year. The Scotch militia was another head quite new, and had 
not before entered into the eſtimates. Another head of charge was, 
an increaſe of fencible infantry. To this alſo muſt be added, an 


Increaſe of the ſtaff at home. The reaſon of the latter increaſe 
- aroſe from the circumſtances of the country laſt year, and the me- 


nacing poſture of our enemy ; as we were obliged to collect num- 
bers of troops, of courſe an increaſe of the ſtaff followed. A ſmall 
additional expence aroſe from the increaſed allowances to innkeepers. 
The charge of volunteer corps, although not entirely a new head, 
yet at preſent was a head conſiderabſj extended in the eſtimates 
now before the Houſe. The next additional charge that occurred 


| was, that of barracks, 'a nd the reaſons for that increaſe might be 


accounted for upon the ſame principles as for the increaſe of the 


ſtaff, namely, on account of the n of the troops during the 
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laſt year for the purpoſe of repelling any attack which might be made 
againſt us. Another article which it would be neceſſary for him 
to notice, was one which he thought would. meet the approbation 
of every gentleman—he alluded to a ſmall increaſe of the penſions 
to officers widows. , His private opinion was, that it was now 
much too ſmall, and when it was conſidered to what a deplorable 
reverſe of fortune thoſe perſons muſt be reduced before they re- 
ceived that reward, he was convinced that the ſmall additional ſum 
could not be conſidered as improperly beſtowed. The whole ac- 
count under this head did not exceed 12,0001. But theſe articles 
of exceſs were reduced by ſome other articles of faving—we had 
formerly to provide for foreign corps, an expence which had now 
ceaſed. The reduQion of proviſional cavalry was another head of 
ſaving. It was not neceſſary to enter into minute details on this 
point. Though they were not provided for, but for a part of laſt 
year, and were now provided for during the whole year, yet the re- 
duction of numbers more than counterbalanced the ſhorter period of 
time. To this was to be added an additional ſum from the iſland 
of Jamaica, and a farther allowance from Ireland, in conſequence of 
the troops ſent from this country to their aſſiſtance. Scotch roads 
and bridges were an article in former eſtimates, but now they were 
totally omitted, being provided for in another manner. 

There now occurred another article, to which he wiſhed to ſay 
a few words. In the preſent eſtimate the expenee of the war- office 
department was not included. When the expences and mode of de- 
fraying the charges of that department was new modelled, he differed 
in opinion from many gentlemen as to the efficacy of thoſe regula- 
tions in an economical point of view. Many gentlemen ſuppoſed 
that the monſtrous fees which had occurred during one year, from 
peculiar circumſtances, were the average amount of the fees. . It 
was true that, from particular circumſtances, from recruiting the 
army, and the ſituation in which the country then ſtood, thoſe fees 
in one year amounted to an enormous ſum ; but ſince that time the 
amount of them had as ſuddenly and as rapidly decreafed. . He 
much queſtioned: whether the new regulation, of paying fixed falaries 
from fees would in the event be any ſaving. to the country, as he 
doubted whether the amount of the fees this year would pay. the 
ſalaries, In fixing the amount of thoſe ſalaries he had not gene 
beyond what ought to be paid, conſidering the talents and qualifica- 
tions required, and caleulating what thoſe talents and qualifications 
would procure their poſſeſſor in other ſituations of life; on the con- 
trary, he thought they were rather under than over paid. He very 


much doubted whether the regular and uſual fees would pay the 
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permanent eſtabliſtiment of the office. He had ſtated all that oc- der; 
curred. to him to be neceſſary to ſtate. He ſhould therefore move nan 
the reſolutions, and wait to hear if any gentleman required rns. gra 
tion in any particular point. | a g 

Mr. TIERNEx ſaid, that what he might hereafter think his the 
duty directed him to fay, he ſhould not oppoſe voting upon the eſti- the 
mates now; but although he ſaid this, yet he could not help adding, cef 
that he was not a little mortified by the ſpeech of the Secretary at be: 
War. He could have conceived, that the advantages of our viQo- cot 
ries. and our triumphs would have been immmediately felt in the the 
diminution of our expences ; whereas it appeared that ſome of them 4h! 
were increafing. The public had a right to fay, that the Secretary to 
at War had deluded them; for laſt. year the danger of invaſion ope- We 
rated upon the public mind, and much of the expence was incurred of 
to provide againſt that calamity. Now the ſkill and valour of our WI 
gallant officers, and the ſteadineſs of our men, had removed all fear a 
wich regard to invaſion; and yet Miniſters held out no hope of any cu 


retrenchment, even in uſeleſs offices. He ſhould not vote upon any 
of the reſolutions of to- night, nor ſhould he deliver in detail, his na 
ſentiments upon them, for he wiſhed to reſerve himſelf until he had ef 
taken time to conſider more fully on the matter, and had an oppor- th 
tunity of converſing with others who were capable of giving him in- Cz 
formation. There would be no inconvenience from this mode, for | 
he apprehended the reſolutions would remain for two or three days. w 
He roſe now merely to take notice of the ſpeech of the Secretary at by 
War, only as far as it regarded the ſubje& of economy. That 
was a queſtion upon which there was but little variety of opinion. 
He was ſure there was not a man who heard him, who did not 
think there ought to be the ſevereſt economy in every part of the 
ſtate. Now, with regard to the office of the Secretary at War, it 


appeared there were fees there which he himſelf had admitted to 
be enormous. He meant no reproach upon any individual what- 
ever; at the ſame time he muſt ſay, that theſe things muſt have 
been long foreſcen, and might and ought to havę been provided for. 
But what was the caſe now? The gentlemen who had reaped the 
advantage of theſe enormous fees were to have an additional allow- 
| ance, becauſe the fees of laft year had not been equal to the ex- 
pence calculated by the Committee, and allowed upon the new ar- 
rangement. He did not mean to inſinuare that the Secretary at 
War was intereſted in any of theſe fees ; on the contrary, he be- 
lieved his motives to be pure and honourable4 in all ſuch particu- 
lars. But it appeared now, that a farther ſum will be wanted to 


make up deficiencies in offices, &c. and this after a full conſi- 
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deration of the matter, and a report made by a Committee of Fi- 
nance. He really thought that this was matter worthy of very 
grave conſideration. He thought the public had been deluded in 
a great meaſure upon this matter, for ſo it certainly appeared from 
the ſpeech of the Secretary at War to-night. He faid this with 
the more confidence, becauſe he was convinced of the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of rigid economy in ever; department of the ſtate that can 
bear it. But while he ſaid this, he was one of the laſt men in this 
country that would wiſh, by an ill-judged notion of ſaving, to damp 
the ardour of the people of this country. He wiſhed not only 
that their force ſhould be reſpeRable, but that they might be made 


| to ſtand in a proud and menacing attitude againſt the enemy. He 


would add, although by ſo doing, he hazarded ſome reproach out 
of doors, that it was not in the ſalaries of public. officers that he 
wiſhed to ſee a general deduction, for he was perſuaded, that, with 
a few exceptions, they were not over-paid, conſidering all the cir- 
enen of things at preſent. | 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR faida few words in expla- 
ation, nd could not agree with Mr. Tierney with regard to the 
effect of the fees. He did not fee how, without injuſtice, any of 
the gentlemen who had received the W fees alluded to, could be 
called upon to return them. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT was inclined never to el economy 
while it was conſiſtent with the due performance of publie duty; 
but he would not loſe ſight of the ſentiment which was ſo properly 
expreſſed by the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Tier- 
ney). That honourable gentleman had faid, that this country 
ſhould be put in a powerful and menacing attitude towards the 
enemy. But then he faid that we had not the full advantage of 
our ſueeeſſes ſuceeſſes which were felt and enjoyed by this country, 
while every other nation in the world beheld with aſtoniſnment 
and admiration the repeated exertions which produced them. It 
ſeemed that we were to forego every idea of an invaſion of this 
country; and therefore we had an opportunity of attending to 
minute economy. He hoped the Committee would not be ſo un- 
manly as to: give way to that idea; he ſaid, unmanly,“ for he 
knew of nothing more unmanly than to catch at ſucceſs, and to ne- 
gle all future exertion as unneceſſary. Undoubtedly nothing 
could excel—indeed, hitherto, nothing had equalled the ſplendour 
of our ſucceſſes ; they would, indeed, in former times, and under 
former cireumſtanices; have terminated any coriteſt ; but what ſuc- 
ceſſes, what triumphs, what glory of her enemy could effect the 
iſpoition of that nation whoſe rulers count as nothing the intereſt, 
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the treaſurez or even the blood of their ſubjets?” Therefore, with 


the beſt wiſhes for economy, he could not indulge a hope of carry- 
ing ĩt farther than it could be accompanied by prudence. We had 


had to deal, we have to deal yet, with an enemy of whoſe character 
it may at leaſt be ſaid, they are not limited by any rule of law, or 
juſtice, or prudence, or by any of the maxims which are ſuppoſed! to 
govern, or to have at any time governed, the policy of thaſe ſtates 
which are called regulated Monarchies, for they had hitherto been 
totally uneontroled by remorſe, compunction, prudence; or humanity. 
They have ſhewn a readineſs to hazard their own» exiſtence for the 
bare chance of deſtroying this country, or indeed of overturningthe 
liberty of other nations. But, 'becauſe they are at preſent diſcom. 
fited in their ſcheme at the Nile, and becauſe that expedition has 


turned out to be a diſaſter, and has reduced them to a temporary 


confufion ; yet they might not have given up all ĩdeas of invaſion 
on this country; and ſhould they entertain ſuch a thought, how wild 
and chimerical ſoever it may be, yet it would gain force in their 
minds, and add vigour to their projects, if they ſaw this country 
day after day weakening that foree, which, while it is entire, will 
remain invulnerable. He was, therefore, midſt clearly-of opinion; 
that we ſhould increaſe inſtead of leſſening our efforts. He then 
proceeded to take notice of ſome of the heads of the eſtimates be- 
fore the Committee. The honourable gentleman oppoſite to him 
had profeſſed not to be very well acquainted with the ſubjeQ,but 
yet he had exhibited ſome complaints againft- the largeneſs of the 
expence this year. Now upon that ſubjeQtit-was obſervable that 


part only of the ſupplementary militia was voted: Some of it was 


only voted for ten, and ſome for only eight months, inſtead of 
twelve, as they were now propoſed to be. This was an exceſs 
upon the eſlimate of laſt year it was true, but it was unavoidable. 
There had been ſome regiments of guards alſo to be made up, for 
thoſe who had gone to Ireland. Indeed they were not now, what 
they had been ſometimes ſuppoſed jto be, for parade and oſtentation. 
No, they had-ſhewn themſelves worthy ef the Britiſh name upon 
the Continent, in Ireland, and at that glorious, although unfortu- 
nate, expedition to Oſtend. As to the ſubject of an alteration in 


the fees of offices, he avowed at once he did not agree with his right 


honourable friend (Mr. Windham) : he confidered the late: ar- 
rangement as neceſſary, and would be ſerviceable to the public; 
for he {conſidered that diminiſhing that which is already too great, 
and adding it to that which is already too ſmall, was good and ſound 
policy: and that was the ſpirit of the new arrangement in the 


office alluded to. As to the barracks, it ſhould be conſidered that 
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all the troops, at leaſt the greater part of them, were in barracks. 
The expence attending this ſubje& had been ſtated roundly at the 
ſum of 500,0001. but nothing was more fallacious than to ſtate 
this ſum as an additional publie expence on account of barracks, for 
it contained matiy proviſions for the ſubſiſtence of the troops ; it 
contained all the expence of their being cantoned, or lodged in pub- 
lic houſes, which expence would have been brought forward in an- 
other ſhape but for theſe barracks. He then obſerved generally, 
that he ſaw no reduction in our eſtabliſhment which we could 
make conſiſtently with our ſafety: 

Mr. TIERNEY faid; that notwithſtanding what had fallen 
from the right honourable gentleman, he ſtill retained the opinion 
he had expreſſed. He had heard no argument which tended to 
convince him that the force in exiſtence was not ſufficient for every 
purpoſe of national defence, nor had it been ſtated that any new 
circumſtances had ariſen fince laſt year which rendered ſo great an 
augmentation of force neceflary. The right honourable geritleman 
had alluded to the neceſſity of maintaining a conſiderable force to 
repel any attempt the French might make at invaſion. Undoubt- 
dly every means ought to be adopted to repel any attempt of that 
kind, but it could not be neceſſary for him to ſtate, that they could 
not effect an invation of this kingdom without ſhips, and the events 
which had lately occurred were ſuch as threw inſeparable difficulties 
in the way of ſuch an attempt. It had been ſtated in excuſe for 
Increaſing the forces in this country, that 197,000 men had been 
Went to Ireland; he admitted that a large force had been ſent to 
that countty ; but when did that take place? Theſe troops were 
ſent over in the laſt ſpring, and ſince that period the occaſion which 
rendered it neceſſary for theſe troops to be ſent to that country had 
very fortunately ceaſed to exiſt. Since that period alſo the French 
navy had ſuſtained moſt ſignal and unexampled defeats ; and fince 
that period the left wing of that army; which had been called the 
Army of England, had been ſafely landed in Egypt. Theſe were 
ireumſtances which; in 108 opinion; rendered this e 
holly unneceſſary. 

Wich reſpect to what had fallen from the right honourable gen- 
tleman upon the propriety of the augmentation of the guards, he 
begged, in the ſtrongeſt manner to expreſs his ſenſe of the bravery 
and diſcipline of that body of men. Theſe conſiderations, how- 
ever, if they were not ſufficictt to induce Minifters to diminiſh our 
forces, were at leaft, in his opinion, very decifive reafonis-1o prove 
that any increaſe of our military eftabliſhment was wholly unneceſ- 
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that we had provided the means of our own ſecurity, we indulge! 
ideas of conqueſts againſt liberty, like the enemy. If that was the 
object, he muſt give it his entire diſapprobation, becauſe he was de. 
cidedly of opinion that we ought to confine ourſelves within the 
eſtabliſhments which had been deemed ſufficient for the ſervice 0 
laſt year. With reſpect to what had been ſaid about the emolu- 
ments of office, he was very ready to declare, that the office which 
was held by the right honourable Secretary, was very far from be- 
ing overpaid ; indeed he was of opinion, though it might not be 


very popular out of doors, that very few of the great offices were ſolel 
overpaid.” But at the ſame time he did not deny that he was ſon, 
clearly ſatisfied of the neceſſity of adopting a ſyſtem of econom of t 
upon a large ſcale—there were undoubtedly many great offices which Ml off i 
might, without any injury to the public ſervice, be aboliſhed. He ble 
felt no heſitation to ſay, that he thought an honourable gentleman on Vir 
the other fide of the Houſe might do very well without 4000). effo 
year, which he received as Treaſurer of the Navy— He did not mai 
think that office had much contributed to the glorious victory obtained me 
by Admiral Nelſon. With reſpe& to the office to which ſome ploi 
alluſions had been made, he had only one obſervation to make, But 
which was, that ſome offices were marked 10001. a year, as a ſa-Wif ene 
Jary in time of peace. Tt the perſons holding theſe offices were lan 
enfitled to them from long and laborious ſervices, it would mate- cau 
xially alter the queſtion ; but he did not approve of giving a man or 
1 oool. a year in peace, becauſe during the war he had filled a very par 
lucrative ſituation. With reſpect to what had been ſaid about pre 
barracks, the right honourable gentleman had wholly miſunderſtood ou 


him. It was not his intention to take the ſenſe of the Committee m: 
at preſent, but he ſhould trouble the Houſe with ſome obſervations TI 
upon the bringing up the report. ho 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the honourable gentleman who mi 
ſpoke laſt had indulged in many obſervations which he could not th; 
allow to paſs by unnoticed, and he had alſo lapſed into ſome mil- m. 
takes which he felt it incumbent upon him to rectify. If the Houſe WW of 


is to give credit to the honourable gentleman's aſſertion, the countij re} 
has nothing hercaſter to dread from the threats of the enemy to in- en 
vade our coaſts: on that head we may diſmiſs all our apprehenſions th 
and alarm; for without ſhips, or any thing like a fleet, ſays he, W; 


how'is it poſſible for the enemy to attempt the execution of any threat pr 

of that nature? But the fleet and armament, cn the ſignal and in 

complete deſtruction of which the honourable gentleman has princi- ta 

pally reſted his aſſertion and grounded his argument, are well re 

known by the Houſe not to have been intended or directed again WW th 
. 
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the coaſts of theſe kingdoms, and therefore its glorious overthrow 
by Admiral Lord Nelfon is no reaſon for relaxing our exertions or 


ndulged 
was the 


was de. curtailing our eſtabliſhment. Splendid and important as that great 
hin the victory muſt now be felt, and ever muſt appear, and beneficial; 
vice off deciſive, and extenſive as its effects may prove, yet they do not juſ- 
emolu- 


tify the Executive Government of the country in ſuſpending their 
activity, or in relinquiſhing the meaſures which it has been their 
opinion ſhould be exerted and purſued for its independence and ſe- 
eurity. That ſecurity which the honourable gentleman imagines 
ſolely to grow out of the immortal triumph achieved by Lord Nel- 
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ſon, was, to a certain extent, complete long before the annihilation 
of the Toulon fleet; long, indeed, before Lord Duncan's victory 
off the coaſt of Holland; ; and, perhaps, even before the memora- 
ble and brilliant action fought and gained by Admiral Lord St. 
Vincent. Should our naval ſuperiority authorize us to remit our 
efforts and to lull our anxiety, we might, as the honourable gentle- 
man recommends it, limit our expences, and retrench our eſtabliſn- 
ments; for long before the date of theſe tranſcendent naval ex- 
ploits, we had ſhewn ourſelves the undiſputed ſovereign of the ſeas. 
But experience has long taught us, that we have to "deal with an 
enemy whoſe every motion ſhould be watched with jealous vigi- 
lance, and whoſe attempts muſt be fruſtrated by energy and pre- 
caution. For though the chances are as three to one in our favour, 
or even in a much larger proportion, we ſhould never be unpre- 
pared againſt the inveterate and reſtleſs animoſity of the enemy: nor 
proud and confident, as we may juſtly feel in the pre-eminence of: 
our naval fituation, ſhould we leave our ſituation by land, whete we 
may alſo be called to fight, lefs guarded, formidable, and ſecure. 
This was the avowed object, and profeſſed principle of his right 
honourable friend laſt year, and on the fame principle is he deter- 
mined (and wiſely determined) to act for the enſuing year; and for 
that object, and on that principle ſhall we continue to act, that we 
may baffle and confound the wild, daring, and deſperate attempts 
of an enterpriſing and preſuming foe. Nor ſhould, (he would again 
repeat it) their complete defeat on the Nile, in the leaſt diſpoſe or ' 
encourage us to forget the ſpirit that actuates them, or unbend us in 
the vigilance” and vigour with which it ought on our fide to be 
watched and refifted. But the honourable gentleman has thought 
proper to infinuate an hope, that, in continuing, or, as he ſeems to 
imagine, in inereaſing cur military eſtabliſhment, we are not to imi- 
tate the example of France, and attempt (as he threw out in a pa- 
rentheſis), to invade and eruſh the Hberties of other nations. When 
the honourable gentleman exprefſed"this jealouſy and fear, that it 
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might be the object of our military eſtabliſhment to oppreſs the li. 
berties of other countries, he truſted that the alluſion was not made 
to what are called the liberties of France ; and that no compariſon 
ſhould be attempted to be made, either in a moral or a political 
view, between the manner in which we might endeavour to con- 
quer the liberties of France (that is, the moſt atrocious deſpotiſm 
that ever was exerciſed, or endured by any nation), and the deſign 
and attempt of France to conquer the liberties of England, or, 
what their Directorial Government is pleaſed to ſtyle, the Slavery 
of Egypt, To conquer liberties of that deſcription, or rather to 
wreſt from the hand of Ftance that iron ſceptre of oppreſſion which 
has proved fo formidable to ſurrounding nations, and fo fatal and 
intolerable to thoſe who alrcady groan under their yoke, would, he 
did not heſitate to ſay, be the greateſt and moſt glorious act of bene- 
yolence : the greateſt and moſt glorious act of kindneſs, in the per- 
formance of which any nation could co-operate for the delivery and 
independence of another. He truſted, therefore, that no ſuch com- 
pariſon was intended between the deſigns and operations of the two 
countries ; for never could he ſuffer ſuch a parallel to be drawn; 
or that the name of liberty ſhould be given to a ſyſtem of oppreſ- 
ſion and flavery, that has been extending the ſame deſolations to 
every land, however remote, that has already curſed every nation 
within its reach. Though this was not the object of any meaſure 
now before the Houſe, yet he would not diſavow the wiſh, or the 
hope, that if any ſuch effect could be produced, as that of extin- 
guiſhing that monſtrous ſyſtem, he ſhould think it proper and glo- 
rious for this nation to co-operate in its achievement. Thus much, 
however, he thought it adviſeable to ſay, to prevent any concluſion 
being drawn from the parallel that ſeemed” to be inſtituted between 
the Councils and projects of the two countries. But though it be not 
the deſign of Great Britain to embark as a principal in the delivery 
of France from her preſent thraldom, yet there are other objects, 
in the accompliſhment of which it ſhould be our glory to co-operate, 
were an opening to offer not unfavourable to ſuch an attempt, and 
that is to reſcue other independent countries from the ſlavery under 
which they are now ſtruggling. Such object, he truſted, there was 
no man would oppoſe ; much leſs did he, expect that any one would 
confound it with the objects purſued by the profligate ambition of 
the enemy. But whether fuch an opening might take place, or 
what ſhould. be our beſt mode of improving ſuch an opportunity, 
was not the ſubje of this days diſcuſſion. His only reaſon for 
alluding to it was, that if ſuch opening did actually ariſe, and if 
ſuch an. cndeavour was made on our part to benefit by it, no one 
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ſhould dare to aſſume a compariſon ſo unjuſtly founded, and ſo dif. 
honourable to our prinoiples, or be permitted to confound an ho- 
nourable exertion upon our fide, to reſcue the liberties of oppreſſed 
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countries from the gripe of France, with that plan of monſtrous ty- 


ranny which France has been purſuing to overwhelm the liberties, 
and ruin the independence of every nation within her reach, Nor 
were the miſtakes into which the honourable gentleman has fallen, 
leſs glaring than his previous obſervations were reprehenſible. He 
contends that we are now voting a larger force than was voted laſt 
year, or rather 1ncurring a greater expence—but did he pay a little 
more attention to it, he muſt perceive that the difference aroſe from 
the expence attending the ſupplementary militia which in the for- 
mer eſtimates was made out only for half a year. There is there- 
fore no real increaſe in the expence, but only appears ſuch, becauſe 
it is now made permanent, and computed for the full year. The 
other increaſe ariſes from a great force, eſpecially fenſibles, being 
ſent to Ireland. They were ordered thither in the end of Spring, 
and the militia, for the moſt part, not till the ſummer was far ad- 
vanced, and nearly about the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. 
Befides, the regiments now propoſed to be raiſed were not new regi- 
ments, but ſome that were to be filled up, and were therefore now 
brought upon the eſtimate of 1799. The miſtake of the honour- 
able gentleman is therofore evident, ſince allowing for the reductions 
now made, the force upon the whole is leſs, or at leaſt not greater, 
than that of laſt year. Surely it could not be his wiſh to diminiſh 
the amount of the force in Ireland, for the rebellion was not there 
extinquiſhed, as the honourable gentleman ſeemed to aſſert, on the 
authority of His Majeſty” s ſpeech. The ſpeech by no means acknow- 
ledged its extinction: it merely ſaid that it was curbed and re- 
prefſed ; but there was no authority from the Throne for ſaying 
farther : neither did His Majeſty's ſpeech infinuate that there was 
no longer any danger of invaſion in that quarter, or that the rebellion 
might not again break out ; and indeed, whoever has looked at- 
tentively at the ſtate of Ireland, and as to what it has been, and 
what it may be, muſt ſee and acknowledge that every meaſure of 
Vigour and of precaution is ſtill neceſſary for confirming in an ef- 
fectual manner the returning tranquillity of that country. 
The reſolutions were then put and agreed to. 
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paſſed. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of Ways and Means, 
for a ſupply to be granted to His Majeſty. The Houſe hav- 
ing reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, Mr. Hobart in the 
chair, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, that the a& of 38th of His preſent 
Majeſty, chap. 16, for granting an aid or contribution to His Ma- 
jeſty, might be read, and that it might be an inſtruction to the Com- 
mittee to conſider of the ſaid act. He then addreſſed the Com- 
mittee in a perſpicuous and eloquent ſpeech, nearly as follows .— 
Before I proceed to ſubmit to the Committee the very important 
matters which form the ſubject of this day's conſideration, I conceive 


it neceſſary to take a diligent review of the general amount of the 
total ſervices of the preſent year, and of the ways and means ap- 


plicable to thoſe ſervices. Without adopting, this method, I do 
not think it would be poſſible to inform your judgement with any 
degree of accuracy, reſpecting the propriety of the meaſure I have 
to propoſe, for raifing a conſiderable part of the ſupplies within the 
year, or be able to enforce thoſe arguments I ſhall adduce in ſupport 
of that meaſure. It is a matter of extreme ſatisfaction to me, that 
it will appear to the Committee, from the eftimate I ſhall now pro- 
duce, compared with former eſtimates, that although our expences 
are beyond what they ever were, yet that our means of ſupplying 
them are ſo ample and extenſive, that the country is placed in a 
proud and eminent fituation beyond what it has enjoyed af any 
former period. I ſhall begin by ſtating what has been voted as 
the amount of the ſupply under the head of the ſervices for the 
navy, with the exception of what is neceſſary for tranſport ſervices. 
All theſe accounts have this day been laid before us ; and it appears 
that the total ſum for the ordinaries and extraordinaries of the navy 
and tranſport ſervices amount to 1 3.642, oool. being the ſame ſum 
within a ſmall amount as was granted in the courſe of laſt ſeſſion, 
and which I have the ſatisfaction of aſſuring the Committee is likely 
to prove ſufficient tor the whole expences of the navy, without leav- 
ing any neceſſity for augmentation, The next head of expence is 
the army, in which the eſtimates amount to 8, 8 40, oool. Gentle- 
men will recolle& the extraordinaries in the courſe of laſt ſeſſion, 
to be incurred in 1798, were ſtated at 3, 200, oool. There was 
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Lord Nelſon's Annuity Bill was read a third time, and 
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alſo voted a ſum of 1,000,0001. as a vote of credit; applicable as 
extraordinaries to unforeſeen expences. This vote of credit will 
cover all the extraordinary expences to the end of the year, ſo that, 
as in the article of the navy, there will be no paſt arrears to be diſ- 
charged. But with reſpe& to the vote of credit for this year, one 
million will be wanted to diſcharge that amount iſſued in Exchequer 
bills. Under the article, then, of army expenditure, there remain 
the extraordinary ſervices of the year 1799, which I may put at 
two millions. The total amount then under the head of army will 
he 8, 8 40, oool. including the one million for the diſcharge of Ex- 
chequer bills iflued, and two millions for the extraordinary ſervices 
of 1799. Under the head of ordnance ſervices, including the ex- 
pences which have not been provided for, there has been voted the 
ſum of 1,5 70, oool. The next article is that of the miſcellaneous 
ſervices. The plantation eſtimates have already been voted, but 
there are other minuter parts of thoſe ſervices which have not yet 
undergone a diſcuſſion in this Houſe. The amount will be rather 
leſs than it was laſt ſeſſion. IT ſtate it at 600,0001. To this is 
to be added the uſual ſum voted towards the redemption of the na- 
tional debt, above the annual million, which is 200,0001l. There 
are other ſums which are generally voted under the head of defi- 
ciency of grants. Among theſe is a ſum due for intereſt on Trea- 
ſury and Exchequer bills paid off, amounting to 565, oool. - the 
diſcount on prompt payments upon the loan, amounting to 
210,000]. the intereſt on Exchequer bills circulated within the 
year, and charged upon the ſucceeding year, three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds. In addition to this, there is the deficiency of the 
land and malt in the act paſſed two years ago, amounting to 
zoo, ool. Theſe ſums ſwell the total of the ſupply to 
20, 272, oool. This total, Sir, does not differ in any material 
degree from the amount of the ſupply of laſt ſeſſion. Towards 
raiſing this ſupply, it will naturally occur to the mind of every 
gentleman in the Committee, that the ſame reſources will be appli- 
cable as are always applicable at all periods, whether of peace or of 
war. The land and malt have always been taken at 2,7 50,0001. 
there remains the lottery, which will not produce leſs than 200,000. 
and the growing produce of the conſolidated fund. I have ſtated 
theſe articles firſt, ' for reaſons which will be obvious to the Com- 
mittee. Theſe are the ordinary reſources. The growing produce 
of the conſolidated fund would amount for one year to 2, loo, oool. 
but in the courſe of the. preſent year that produce will be affected 
by ſome heavy burdens—by the remains of charges in arrears ; by 
the intereſt, if it is ſtill to remain a burden upon us, on the Impe- 
rial loan; and by the growing intereſt on ſuch parts of loans raiſed 
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on the credit of levying any tax, for which nd intereſt has been pro- 
vided. On the other hand, the growing produce will be ſwelled by 
the advantages to the planters of Grenada, amounting to 800,000]; 
I take, therefore, the probable growing produce of the conſolidated 
fund, at 1,500,000l. In addition to this, and independently of 
the voluntary contributions, a tax was laid in the laſt ſeſſion of Par- 
liament upon the exports and imports, founded upon the peculiar 
ſituation of our trade as it then ſtood. That tax, Sir, has not 
only yielded to the full amount of what I eſtimated it at, but has 
even exceeded it; and I have the fatisfaQion of finding, that now; 
when that trade is brought to the teſt of a duty upon the declara- 
tions of the parties themſelves, allowing them indulgences, and 
granting them a deduction of ten per cent., I have, I repeat, Sir, 
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the ſatisfaction of ating, that the total amount of our exports and 


imports exceeds, in a large degree, the largeſt ſum that any man 
ever yet ventured to ſtate upon the ſubject. That duty I eſtimated 
to produce the lum of 1,200,0001. I have the beſt reaſon for be- 
lieving that the actual produce of it will be much beyond that ſum: 
In addition to this duty upon exports and imports, and which, as 
far as can be done without diminiſhing our reſources, which muſt 
be contemplated with the greateſt exultation, becauſe they prove the 
extent of our commerce, in addition to that duty, now that the 
whole trade of the Weſt Indies is centered in this country, a reduc- 
tron may be made with advantage to the nation in the large ſums 
paid upon drawbacks, and baunties upon exports. Into this ſub- 
ject, however, it is not my intention to enter at the preſent mo- 
ment. I mention it, becauſe it will make an increaſe to the tax 
upon exports and imports, which I have every reaſon to believe will 
amount, with that increaſe, to 1,700,000}. I have thus enume- 
rated the principal articles : 


The land and malt | C. 2,750,000 


Lottery 200, ooo 
The growing produce of tlie conſolidated fund 1, 5 oo, ooo 
The tax upon imports and exports 1,700,000 


Total L. 6,150,000 


The remainder of the ſum is that which muſt be raiſed either by 
a tax within the year, in the ſame manner as the aſſeſſed-tax bill 
of laſt year, or by a loan. It will be to be conſidered, how the 


Committee will divide that remaining ſum between them: The 
ſum to be provided for is upwards of twenty-three millions. Gen- 
tlemen will recolleQ, that in the debates upon the ſubject of the 
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aſſeſſed taxes laſt ſeſſion, two fundamental principles were eſtabliſned 


as the rule by which we ſhould be guided in providing for the ſup- 
plies for the ſervice of the year. Theſe were, firſt, to reduce the 
total amount to be at preſent raiſed by a loan; and next, as far as 
it was not reducible, to reduce it to ſuch a limit that no more loan 
ſhould be raifed than a temporary tax ſhould defray within a limited 
time. In the firſt place, the tax acceded to by the Houſe laſt ſeſ- 
fon was for the purpoſe of providing for the ſupplies of the year ; 
and in the next place, for the purpoſe of extinguiſhing the loan 
raiſed in that year. But from the different modifications that 
were made in the bill, and from the Mereaſed eſti mates of ſervices, 
the whole amount to which it was limited, as a ſinkitig fund, was 
confined to the ſum of eight millions ſterling. The original eſti- 
mate of the ſum was, as I have before ſaid, neceſſarily diminiſhed 
by the modifications; but in the courſe of the year, other means 
were forced to be adopted as ſubſtitutes for theſe modifications ; the 


total ſum, therefore, taken credit for in the act of appropriation for. 


the amount of the aſſeſſed taxes, the voluntary contributions, and 
the duties on exports and imports, is no more than ſeven millions. 


In the eſtimate which I ſubmitted to the Committee of Ways and 


Means, I tated the probable produce to be ſeven millions and a 
half. Sir, it is a ſatisfaction to me to think that, though many 
deductions have been made in the collection of the aſſeſſed taxes, 
from the latitude given to evaſion, if not to fraud, yet that, never- 
theleſs, with all theſe diſadvantages, the total of the ſum at which 


I ſtated the tax will be completely realized; and I have no doubt 


that the amount of the aſſeſſed taxes will be four millions. I eſti- 
mated it at four millions and an half. Another ſum, naturally, Sir, 
much more conjecturaàl in its amount, has turned out different from 
the eſtimate on the other ſide of the account; and if, on the one 
hand, I did not calculate the poſfible evaſions which the undue in- 
fluence and latitude afforded by the bill would give riſe to; if I 
did not foreſee that many would take advantage of that influence, 
though under ſuch circumſtances of the country, and at ſuch a mo- 
ment; yet, on the other hand, I turn with pride and exultation to 
this ſtriking contraſt, that the ſum which will have been produced 
by the voluntary contributions will amount, by the end of the year, 
including what has been received; not from this country, not from 
this ifland alone, but from al che ge ndencies of the country, 
which have mewn that they deſerve oy relation in which they 
ſand to it, will have amounted, T ſay, Sir, by the end of the year, 
to the ſum of two 'milfions. Adding to theſe coutributions the du- 


ties upon exports and n the total amount will be found to 
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be ſeven millions and a half. Satisfactory, however, as it is to 
me, to look at this: pleaſed as I am to contemplate the amount of 
the voluntary contributions, I believe it will be neceſſary for me to 
ſtate, that though the general principle which we eſtabliſhed laſt 
year has been confirmed as to its wiſdom and policy, yet that more 
effectual meaſures muſt be adopted to meet the wiſhes and the in- 
tereſts of individuals, and to promote the real intereſts of the coun- 
try. After all the various objections made to. the meaſure laſt 
year, that which moſt dwelt upon the ninds of thoſe Members who 
had conceived no original objection to the principle of raiſing the 
ſupplies within the year, was the probable inequality of its opera- 
tion, and the poſſibility of evaſion and fraud. I felt it at that 
time to be my duty, if it were not poſſible to find out a meaſure 
capable of meeting all ſorts of property, to take that which appearcd 
to be the moſt practicable, and to go to the largeſt extent. I did 
feel it to be materially deſirable rather to take ſome viſible criterion 
of property, than to inveſtigate the circumſtances of individuals; 
yet I felt, Sir, that though I had taken the largeſt poſſible viſible 
criterion, I had taken one which was not equal to the wealth. and 
incomes of individuals. It has appeared that the general calcula- 
tion was erroneous ; that the means allowed for obtaining abate- 
ment, without the means of freſn inquiry, have led to a greater defal- 
cation, not from the eftimates produced, but from the real ſum wanted, 
than was, I believe, in the comtemplation of any perſon whatever, 
and though what we have all ſeen has confirmed us in the opinion 
of the neceſſity and wiſdom of raiſing a large part of the ſupplies 
within the year ; yet a view of all that has paſt, and the general 
opinion of the Kingdom, will lead to the fame concluſion, that ſome 
more effectual meaſures are abſolutely neceflary for the purpoſe of 
preventing thoſe frauds and evaſions, which, I am concerned to ſay, 
are, in ſome meaſure, diſgraceful to the country, injurious to thoſe 
individuals who have contributed their juſt proportion, and highly 
detrimental to the great object of gaining an ample ſuppiy within 
the year. I take it therefore as an eſtabliſhed principle, that ſome 
meaſures are neceſſary to prevent thoſe evaſions, which, while they 
have left thoſe who have ſhewn themſelves the moſt honourable and 
fair to pay the full tenth of their incomes, have left many others of 
equal power and ability, to contribute much leſs, or perhaps not to 
contribute at all. If this is likely to be aſſented to, it will follow 
that ſuch evaſions can alone be corrected by a more ſpecific declara- 
tion of income than under thoſe looſe provifions in the act of laſt 
ſeſſion, and by furniſhing ſuch checks as may, as far as poſſible, 
enſure the accuracy of ſuch ſpecification, If this be neceſſary to 
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correct the abuſes of the tax of the laſt ſeſſion, it is obvious that 
what is applicable to that meaſure is alſo applicable to another and 
a Jarger principle. If the means are deviſed, by which any indivi- 
dual, under the aſſeſſed taxes, can prove his claim to abatement, 
che ſame means will enable us to come at the knowledge of his in- 
come. If this be the caſe, and if every man feels that the evaſions 
ariſing from the looſe manner of allowing abatements are what con- 
ſtitute a crying grievance, he will alſo have the additional ſatisfaction 
of recollecting, that while the unpleaſant duty is impoſed upon him 
of enforcing the meaſure of laſt ſeſſion, the ſame means will enable 
him not only to enforce, but to extend and improve it ; that that 
which upon every ground of reaſoning is of itſelf the greateſt na- 
tional benefit, but which has failed of producing thoſe extenſive be- 
nefits that were expected from it, may be carried not to the extent 
originally propoſed, but as far beyond it as any man can deſire for 
the preſent proſperity or future credit of the country. I wiſh, Sir, 
particularly to impreſs upon the minds of the Committee, that hav- 
ing found from experience, that we are compelled to deviſe freſh 
checks, we have found alſo that thoſe fame checks will enable us 
to impoſe a tax more equal, and more univerſal in its operation, and 
therefore more juſt and more productive a tax upon the principle 
firſt in contemplation in the laſt ſeſſion, to be impoſed upon the 
whole of the leading branches of income. Sir, I am not ſanguine 
enough to ſuppoſe, that any mode can be deviſed entirely to prevent 
evaſions, or ſo perfect in its operation, that no inequality ſhall be 


effeR, i is to approach as near this defirable end as we can. I truſt, 
therefore, that the general opinion of the country and of the Com- 


purpoſe of defraying either the whole or part of the ſupplies within 
the year, by a tax as equal in its operation and as extenſive in its 
range as poſſible. I am aware, Sir, that the details of ſuch a mea- 
ſure will require the moſt ſerious deliberation. What I now pro- 
poſe can only, as the Committee will ſee, be the leading features and 
the general outline of it. In doing this, I am deſirous, in the firſt 
place, of ſtating as briefly and as accurately as I am able, all the 
principal points. 

It will readily occur to every gentleman, that one of the firſt 
things in any diſcretionary meaſures to aſcertain the amount of in- 
comes, 1s to determine what ſpecies of commiſſioners ſhall be ap- 
pointed to carry the a& into execution. In doing this, I ſhould 
conceive the Committee will have in view three principal objects. 
Firſt, that the K- ſhall be perſons as reſpectable in their 


complained of — All that we can have in view, and all that we can 


mittee will lead to the propriety of adopting ſome meaſure for the 
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ſituation and rank in life, as independent of all real or imputed in- 
fluence, and as likely to diſcharge the duties of their ſtations with 
ability and attention as poſſible. I believe, Sir, the Committee 


will be of opinion, that among the commiſſioners, from whoſe vo- 


luntary ſervices in the different counties the country has derived 
ſuch benefit, may be expected to be found men who will beſt an- 
ſwer the deſcription I have juſt given. I believe, Sir, alſo, that a 
mode may be found out, both for original inquiry and for appeal in 
this new act, better than any that has hitherto been deviſed. I 
ſhould propoſe, that all theſe commiſſioners ſhould poſſeſs a certain 
qualification, that they ſhould have property to an amount not leſs 
than 3ool. a year; to theſe I ſhould ſuggeſt the propriety of add- 
ing a certain number of perſons reſident in the different diviſions 
who ſhould poſſeſs the ſame qualification of 3ool. a year—thar 
ſuch liſts of commiſſioners ſhould be referred to the two laſt Grand 
Juries for each county, who ſhould ſelect a proper number for cach 
diviſion, and a ſmaller number for appeals. In the great cities, 
and in great commercial places, ſome ſpecial proviſions may be ne- 
ceſſary. I ſtate this, Sir, as a general principle, liable to ſubſe- 
quent and ſerious diſcuſſion. Suppoſing the commiſſioners to be 
appointed, the next ſhape in which the meaſure preſents itſelf to 
our contemplation, is the manner of bringing before the commiſ- 
fioners the firſt view of the charge which each individual is to con- 
tribute, adopting it as a principle in the ſame manner as was done 
in the aſſeſſed- tax bill, that no perſons whoſe incomes are under 
6ol. a year ſhall pay any thing. I propoſe that every perſon ſhall 
ſtate what that ſum is which he is willing to contribute, under a de- 
claration, that what he ſo contributes is not leſs than one tenth part 
of his income. The difference between this and the former plan 
is, that inſtead of a treble and quadruple aſſeſſment, the firſt charge 
will be from the declarations of the parties themſelves. If they are 
willing to pay it without a reference to what proportion it bears to 
their income, they may pay it. But the next point to be con- 
ſidered, - is in what manner this declaration ſhall be checked and 
aſcertained. With this view of the ſubjedt, knowing how difficult 
it is to aſcertain the amount of a man's income, I do not think that 
the circumſtance of whether that charge is or is not ſufficient, 
ſhould be left, in the firſt inſtance, to the commiſſioners ; but that 
other means ſhould be adopted of bringing that ſubje& before 


them; and the way I ſhould propoſe is not by any general public 


ſtatement of income, but that it ſnould be made the duty of ſome 
officers in each diſtrict to lay before the commiſſioners any grounds 


of doubt which they may entertain. Theſe ſtatements from indi- 
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viduals, I propoſe, ſhall be ſent to the ſurveyors of taxes, or ſome 
other officers appointed for that purpoſe, and that they ſhall only 
expreſs their doubts, and the foundations of them; that then the 
commiſſioners ſhall call for farther explanation. 

When we come to conſider, Sir, what we have hitherto ſeen of 
the operation of the aſſeſſed-tax bill; when we recollect that much 
of the defalcation has ariſen from the generality of the declarations 
required; that perſons did not ſtate from what ſources their income 
was Cerived, or by what rules they calculated the amount of it; I 
ſay, Sir, when we conſider theſe things, we muſt ſee that it has 
enabled perſons who, if the naked fact were preſented to them, 
would ſtart from any thing deliberately falſe, to give in ſtatements 
thus looſe and vague. Yet amidſt all theſe conſiderations, numerous 
and notoricus as the evaſions under the aſſeſſed- tax bill have been, it 
is ſtill a ground for exultation and pride that the wealth and re- 
ſources of the country have been proved to be fo abundant. The 
check which I ſhould propoſe in this new bill is, that when theſe 
grounds of doubt have been tranſmitted to the commiſſioners, they 
ſhall have the power of requiring a ſpecification of income ariſing 
from the different branches, and according to the forms pre- 
ſcribed in a ſchedule to be annexed to the act. By requiring the 
blanks in this ſchedule to be filled up ; by demanding an account 
of what income a man poſſeſſes under the various heads, whether it 
ariſes from lands, from a profeſſion, or from trade; by preſenting 
it in that definite form, a material check will be furniſned, and 
abuſes and evaſions will be prevented. It will then remain with 
the commiſſioners to determine, whether they are ſatisfied; if they 
are not, I propoſe that they ſhould be enabled to require arvther 


DEBATES. 101 


ſpecificatien ; I propoſe alſo to allow individuals to ſtate in what 


they have been ſurcharged; when the day arrives for that examina- 
tion, I ſhould ſuggeſt, that an opportunity ſhould be afforded to the 
commiſſioners to hear the ſurveyors of taxes, or other officers ap- 
pointed, upon the grounds of doubts which they may have tranſ- 
mitted to the commiſſioners ; to hear alſo any information from the 
party concerned ; to receive any amendment which he may think 
proper to offer; and to examine ſuch individuals as the commiſ- 
fioners ſhall think fit. But if they are not ſatisfied with the 


ſchedule delivered in, I ſhould propoſe that they ſhould have in 
that caſe the power to proceed to examinations by oath, but that 
there ſhould be no compulſory power in them - to make a man an- 
ſwer; that there ſhould neither be any authority i in them to call for 
books, or to examine any man's clerks or agents. If, however, the 
party, withholds any information on theſe points, it ſhall reſt with 
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commiſſioners to form any other opinion, and their judgement ſhall 
be final, unlefs the party chuſes to appeal to the higher order of the 
commiſſioners. But even in that caſe I- ſhould ſuggeſt, that no 
books or papers ſhould be examined; but that if the party is un- 


willing to produce thofe papers, he muſt acquieſce in the deciſion 


which the commiſſioners ſhall come to upon ſuch other informa- 


tion as it may be in their power to obtain. I ſhould propoſe far- 


ther, Sir, that no ſurcharge ſhould be taken off, unleſs the parties 
make a full diſcloſure to the ſatisfaction of the commiſſioners. 
This, I am perfectly ready to admit, gives to the commnilioners 
conſiderable power. But I think, Sir, I have ſtated enough to ſhew 
to the Committee, that unleſs ſome ſuch powers be atforded under 
this act, the real and ſubſtantial effect of the meaſure will be en- 
tirely defeated. I think, too, I have proved, that commiſſioners, 
ſeleQed in the manner J have deſcribed, are as likely to be as free 
from all undue influence, and to act with as much integrity and 
honour, as any other ſet of men whatever. If, however, a better 
mode ſhould be ſuggeſted, ſo far from oppoſing it, I ſhall conſider it 
as a melioration and improvement of my plan. With reſpec to the 
information which may be communicated to the commiſl:oners, I 
ſhould: propoſe that they ſhall be ſtrictly fworn not to diſcloſe ſuch 
information, nor to avail themſelves of it for any other purpoſe ſepa- 
rate from the execution of the act. If any ſtarement, however, 
ſhould be made upon oath, which the commiſſioners ſhall think to 


be falſe, and which they may wiſh to bring to a trial, it muſt be - 


obvious to the Committee that then there ought to be afforded the 
means of carrying on a proſecution for perjury. But on no other 
ground ſhould there be any diſcloſure of facts by the commiſ- 
fioners, or any of the other officers appointed to carry the act into 
execution. 

Having faid thus much, Sir, having laid down theſe general 
principles and outlines, I cannot fecl, that if commiſſioners of the 
deſcription I have alluded to can be found, bound to execute Their 
duty fairly and impartially, and ſworn to ſecrecy ; I ſay, if ſuch 
men can be ſelected, I cannot feel, however ſtrong the objections 
may be againſt the diſcloſure of circumſtances, that any ſtatement 
made to ſuch commiſſioners is liable to the general objection againſt 
public diſcloſures of the incomes and circumſtances of individuals 
in a commercial country—at leaſt, Sir, I am ſure there is every 


7 diſpoſition in the plan to guard againſt it. There is little danger, 


] conceive, that ſuch commiſſioners will act partially, or will con- 
duct themſelves vexatioufly ; and, in my opinion, there does not re- 


main any fair ground for jealouſy in individuals, that a diſcloſure 
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to ſuch men will give to perſons in the ſame line of life any ad- 
vantages over them. 

Perhaps, however, Sir, there is one claſs of men to whom it 
may be for the Committee to conſider whether the meaſure ſhall 
extend, and whether they ought not to remain exceptions to the act. 
Among the deſcriptions of perſons to whom it may remain . for the 
Committee to conſider whether a diſcloſure would not be detri- 
mental, is the claſs which includes the pooreſt perſons engaged in 
mercantile concerns : a claſs whoſe gains are moſt precarious, whoſe 
credit may be moſt doubtful, and moſt injured by a diſcloſure ; I 
ſpeak of the perſons engaged in retail trades, to whom the aſſeſſed- 
tax bill of laſt ſeſſion gave great indulgencies, conſidering that the 
relief of abatement was one of which they could not avail them- 
ſelves, without greater inconvenience and injury to them, perhaps, 
than to perſons of higher rank, and of a higher deſcription of 
mercantile traders. I with, therefore, the Committee to conſider 
whether it may not be as well to leave that claſs to pay on the miti- 
gated rate of aſſeſſment to which they are liable under the aſſeſſed- 
tax bill, than to ſubject them to the general rate of the preſent bill. 
It will alſo naturally enter into the conſideration of the Committee, 
what allowances or exemptions ought to be extended to other de- 
ſcriptions of perſons. In the laſt act, certain allowances and abate- 
ments were granted to perſons with large families. That principle 
it will certainly be proper to extend to this meaſure ; and the only 
doubt which I entertain upon the ſubject is, whether it was carried 
far enough in the bill of laſt year. If this ſuggeſtion be admitted, it 
will naturally be a matter of doubt, whether the principle in the 
laſt bill, with reſpect to perſons having no families, ought not to be 
extended. It will alſo very reaſonably occur to the minds of the 
Committee, that it is of the utmoſt importance to the due execution 
of the act, that as far as the general principles can be laid down for 
eſtabliſhing a rate of landed property, or what may be the proper 
average of incomes which are ſubject to average, that the rates in 
the laſt act ſhould be ſubje& to correction and improvement. By 
the operation of theſe powers, and by the influence of theſe rules, we 
may expect to arrive more nearly at that fair proportion which each 
man ought to contribute towards the exigencies, and for the ſervice 
of the country, 

The next conſideration to which I with to direct the attention 
of the Committee, is one liable to more difficulty and doubt, upon 
which gentlemen will be aware that eyery thing muſt be conjec- 
tural, but in which we are ſtill not without lights to guide us— TL 
mean as to the probable amount of a tax of this kind. The Com- 
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mittee mult be convinced, that what I ſhall ſtate will be with doubt 
and uncertainty. I ſhall, however, ſubmit to the view of the 
Houſe the information I have collected, the authorities with which 
I am fortified, and the grounds upon which I proceed. And firſt, 
Sir, I ſhall proceed to ſtate what is the firſt great object of income. 
I mean the property derived from land. Upon this point I have 
conſulted the beſt opinions, and authors of the moſt acknowledged 
merit. | Upon the ſubject of the rent of the land of this country, 
Sir William Petty is the earlieſt author whom I have conſulted, 
but upon whom I ſhall not dwell much. At the time he wrote, 
the rent of land was ſtated at eight millions. In a ſubſequent pe- 
riod, in the beginning of this century; and in the reign of Queen 
Anne, two writers of credit, Davenant and King, repreſented the 
rent of land to be 14,000,0001l. However they differed on other 
points, on this they both agreed. Poſterior to that time it was a 
received opinion, that a land-tax of four ſhillings in the pound was 
equivalent to about two ſhillings of what would be colleGed on the 
real rents of the kingdom, which were ſtated to amount to twenty 
millions. Full twenty years ago this was ſaid by a writer, who 
was alſo a Member of this Houſe, and who, in a work he wrote, 
expreſsly recommended the very principle which I have ſubmitted 
to the Committee this day. The ſame eftimate was ſtated, and 
the ſame opinion was countenanced by the authority of the cele- 
brated author of the Treatiſe on the Wealth of Nations, Adam 
Smith. He received it as a ſtatement generally admitted, and ſuf- 
ficiently proved, that the rent of the land in the kingdom was twenty 
millions yearly. In a work publiſhed as long ago as. the year 
1774, Mr. Arthur Young, who had made agricultural purſuits 
his ſtudy, has advanced the ſame opinion. I mention all theſe 
authorities, to ſhew what has been the amount of the rent of land 
at different periods. I ſtate them alfo to ſhew how great has been 
the increaſe upon it within the laſt ten years; but if any of thoſe 
authoritics ſhould ſtill. not be free from exaggeration, the Committee 
will at leaſt fee that any eſtimate which I may make is not likely 
to be one which is much beyond probability. I have had alfo, Sir, 
the advantage of other inquiries made expreſsly. by a body who have 
made the cultivation of the land their peculiar province - I mean 
the Board of Agriculture. I allude more particularly to one re- 


[ Commons. 


port publiſhed by a perſon who made this part'of the ſubject his 
ftudy, the report drawn up by Mr. Middleton. All theſe, checked 
with other examinations, ſtate the whole amount of the cultivated 
land of the country to amount to little leſs than forty millions of 
Any attempt to ſtate what is the average value of theſe 
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forty millions of acres, muſt be, the Committee will ſee, in its na- 
ture extremely uncertain. As far as the inquiries I have made 
have enabled me to obtain any information, I find that many per- 
ſons moſt converſant upon the ſubject, believe the average value to 


be fifteen ſhillings per acre. I ſhall, however, take it at no more 


than twelve ſhillings and ſix-pence. In doing this, perhaps, I am 
rather under the mark, but I will put the average value at twenty- 
five millions a year. And gentlemen ſurely will ſee, that when L 


take the number of acres at forty millions, and the average value 
at only twelve ſhillings and fix-pence per acre, the reſult is only an 


increaſe of five millions beyond what it was twenty years ago, and 
that therefore I cannot be conſidered as a very ſanguine calculator. 
However, in this part of the ſubject, I defire the Committee to 
bear in mind, that it will be proper to propoſe a reduction for all 
under 60l. a year, and that the ſame modifications be admitted into 
this act as in the aſſeſſed- tax bill -I mean the ſcale of income 
from 60l. to 200l. a year, and riſing from a hundred and twen- 
ticth part to a tenth. I mean on this account to aſſume a dedue- 
tion of one-fifth, and to ſtate the taxable property at only twenty 
millions. | 

I ſhall next proceed to ſtate that part of income from land which 
belongs to the tenant. I propoſe to value every man according to 
his rent, making only a deduction for repairs. What I ſhall 
ſuggeſt for the farther conſideration of the Committee, is three- 
fourths of the rack rent -which the tenant pays to the landlord: 
The value of the income from land which belongs to the tenant I 
take at nineteen millions : the income to the landlord, as I have 
before ſaid, at twenty-five millions. Inſtead of deducting only 
one-fifth, as I have ſuggeſted with reſpe& to the landlord, I ſhall 


propoſe with reſpect to the tenant, to deduct two-thirds, leaving five 


millions as the taxable property of the tenants. The next income 
ariſing from land, is an income which is received neither by the 


landlord, nor by the tenant I mean what is received from tithes. - 


This is an income enjoyed, as the Committee know, either by lay 
impropriators, or by the clergy, The ſtatements of the amount of 
the tithes are different ; but I eſtimate the value of them to be five 


millions. If gentlemen ſuppoſe the amount of the cultivated land 


in the country to be forty millions of acres, and the average value 
to be twenty-five millions, they will find,” I believe, my valuation 
to be very moderate: it is alſo Mr. Arthur Young's ſtatement. 
Upon this ſubje& of tithes, I propoſe to allow a deduction of one- 
fifth, though, perhaps, I may be conſidered as Rating the reduction 
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too largely; but gentlemen will conſider the allowance to be made 
for poor livings. 

Another ſpecies of property is that which ariſes from mines, and 
from ſhares in canals. There is alſo another property which I 
have not included in the rents of land, I mean the property ariſing 
from the ſale of timber. I take all theſe three, the mines, canals, 
and timber, at three millions. 

Another ſpecies of rent is that received for Houſes. I propoſe 
to proceed upon the rate which was followed in the act of laſt ſeſ- 
ſion. The Committee are aware, that to eſtabliſh accurately the 
rent of houſes has ever been found to be impraQticable, particu- 


| larly of houſes of the higher deſcription of rent, which have always 


been undervalued. Out of the number of 500,000 houſes, 
250,000 are calculated to pay to the aſſeſſed taxes; I ſhall there- 
fore take the rent of houſes at no more than fix millions. 

In the early ſtatements to which I have alluded, the profits gained 
by the profeffors of the law alone are ſtated at one million and a 


half; I cannot ſuppoſe that they are at all diminiſhed. Allowing, 


beſides, for all the branches of the medical profeſſion, I conceive 
that two millions is a very ſmall ſum as the amount of the incomes 


ariſing from the profeſſions. 


The next head of income relates to the profits of retail trade : 
but there are perſons of a certain deſcription with refpe& to whom 
it will be neceflary to make ſome allowance. The reduction I 
ſhall propoſe to take at one eigth of the net ſum of the profits of 
the trade of Great Britain, after which there will remain a ſum of 
5,000,000. applicable to the general operation of the tax. 

There will then remain another article of taxation, which is 
the income ſpent in this country by perſons who derive it from 
other parts of the world; and unqueſtionably all who reſide in this 
kingdom, and draw their means from ſources out of it, cannot be 


diſſatisfied at contributing to their own ſupport and protection. 


Of this deſcription, the only perſons I ſhall think it neceſſary to 
eſtimate are thoſe: whoſe incomes ariſe from their having property 
in Ireland, and who reſide in this country, and perfons owning 
eſtates in the Weſt Indies, or receiving the intereſt of mortgages on 
eſtates in that part of the world. With reſpect to thoſe perſons 
whoſe incomes ariſe from Ireland; I have no accurate data in order 


to eſtimate the amount; but I believe it is the generally received 
- opinion, that the property of perſons of this deſcription amounted to 
at leaſt 1,000,000]. a conſiderable time ſince, and now, from the 


increaſe of rents, it may reaſonably be eſtimated far beyond that 
3- . 
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ſum. With reſpe& to the incomes of eſtates in the Weſt Indies, 
the total amount cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 7,000,000. ſter- 
ling, and far the greater amount is produced from the property of 
perſons reſiding in Great Britain, who either own eſtates, or have 
mortgages upon them for which they receive intereſt, From tnat 
are to be deducted the amount of the exports carried out, and the 
charge of cultivating the eſtates in the Weſt-Indies ; after which 
deduction, I eſtimate the produce of income in the Weſt Indies at 
four millions, and I believe I run no danger of ſtating it too high. 
Thus it appears I may fairly eſtimate at five millions the whole 
produce of income ariling beyond ſeas, and enjoyed by perſons in 
this country. 

I next come to the income arifing from perſonal eſtates, or from 
the capital employed in trade, which in ſome is poſſeſſed in a greater 
degree than by others. With reſpect to perſons of this deſcription, 
public or private, there can be no difference: and with reſpect to 
thoſe whoſe incomes ariſe from mortgages, I can ſtate. no ſeparate 
ſum, for whatever intereſt is received by individuals, on the ſecurity 
of eſtates, is included in the general eſtimate of 25,000,000. 

On one ſpecies of income, there will be no difference of opinion; 
I mean that ariſing from capital veſted in the public funds. When 
any diſeufſion has taken place in conſequence of any notion looſely 
thrown out, that a tax on the public funds would be adopted, no 
man was ever more prepared with his determined oppoſition than 
myſelf ; and on this plain, ſimple, and decided ground, that to pro- 
poſe a tax operating excluſively on that deſcription of income, the 
profits of a capital borrowed by Government, would. be a breach of 
that ſanction under which it was lent. That to make the perſons 
who had lent it indirectly the ſubject of a tax, when other {pecies 
of property were allowed to eſcape, would be inconſiſtent with that 
good faith which Government had held forth as the inducement to 
individuals to repoſe confidence in its meaſures, and to rely that the 
money they had embarked for the ſervice of the public ſhould not be 
diminiſhed by . partial taxation. But at a time like the preſent, 
when a tax is railing on every ſpecies of capital, on landed eſtates, on 
mortgage, money embarked in adventures of trade, or in any other 
way whatever, in which men withdrawing their money from the 
public funds could apply it, in ſuch caſe the man of funded property 
can have no objection to a tax on the ſame terms with others. We 
have the ſame right to object to any defalcation of our property, as 
he has to obje& to a diminution of what the Government promiſed 
to ſecure him I mention this, not becauſe I think it requires an 


argument, that becauſe it is important to ſtate, that the principle of | 
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taking the public funds in the way now propoſed, is diſtin and 
independent of all thoſe ideas of a ſeparate tax, which with juſtice 
would come under the deſcription of an excluſive reſumption of 
that which the public had agreed to pay. Having ſaid this, I have 
only to ſtate the amount of the intereſt of the public funds, after a 
deduction which I make with great ſatisfaQion, as, though it is one 
which nominally falls as a charge on the public, is in fact an ob- 
ject of great reſource, I mean that proportion of dividends which 
is appropriated to Commiſſioners, and conſtitutes a part of the ſink- 
ing fund. This deduction is firſt the original 1,000,000], 
granted to the Commiſſioners, the amount of 1 per cent. which 


[ CoMMoxs, 


makes 2, ooo, oool. more, and the value of the dividends of the | 
Rock already purchafed, which is near another million. After theſe 
_ deductions, there will then remain near 15, ooo, oool. conſtituting 


the dividends of individuals poſſeſſing funded property, from which 
I propoſe to deduct a part, namely, from perſons whoſe incomes are 


below 2001. and below 6ol. the whole, which leaves a ſum of 


I 2, ooo, oool. to be ſubject to the operation of the tax. 

Another ſpecies of property, on the firſt view, appears more than 
any other incapable of taxation, and which I muſt in many reſpects 
leave to be judged of by the experiment, | mean the profits of 
trades. Certainly as to many branches of this kind of income, 
there are conſiderable difficultics ; but this confideration renders the 
probability of a tax upon the produce of trade being in the greateſt 
degree productive; it is, that our trade has become great and 
flouriſhing. We have by circumſtances partly accidental derived 
peculiarly the means of availing ourſelves of a tax on a part of our 
trade which has increaſed to a pitch till lately unknown—I mean 
our foreign trade. We have had laid before. us an account of the 
exports. and imports, the amount of which not reſting on looſe eſti- 
mates, formed, as in earlier periods they had uſed to be, arbitrarily 
and capriciouſly, but corrected by minute inquiry made in the courſe 
of the year, and information obtained from that ſource to which I 
have alluded in what I have ſtated to the Committee—I mean the 
declaration of parties under the tax on exports and imports paſſed 
laſt year ; and we find they are now much larger than they were 
ever before eſtimated at. Beſides this criterion, we have another 
way of getting at the amount of the exports and imports, which is 
by the tax impoſed on property inſured; and it appears from a re- 


view of this tax, that for the laſt two years, ſince which time the 


tax has had complete operation, that the total amount of the exports 
and imports is. not lefs than 80 millions ſterling, that is, of articles 
inſured. This amount, by a compariſon with the one aſcertained 
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by the tax on exports and imports, nearly correſponds. There is, 
however, one circumſtance which may induce a ſuppoſition that this 
eſtimate is underated, which is, the conſiderable foreign trade carried 
on by parties who adventure on their own riſque. But eſtimate 
the whole at 8 o, ooo, oool. The next article on which I propoſe 
the tax to operate, is the profit derived from this capital, in eſtima- 
ting what we are to conſider, not merely the profit of thoſe who 
buy and ſell ; not merely the profit of the manufacturer who ſells 
to the merchant, or the merchant who ſells on his own account ; 
but the profit of thaſe who export on account of others. By this 
I allude to the indirect and collateral profits of brokers, and other 
incidental profits that belong to that mode of carrying on trade. It 
was on this branch of profit I reſted my opinion, when I ſuppoſed 
the profits of trade were no leſs on an average than 15 per cent. If 
we obſcrve how many branches there are, how many perſons make 
their profit of articles of trade, it is not to be ſuppoſed that the in- 
come on this ſpecies of property can he leſs than 12,000,000]. 
There then remains a ſpecies of income which much more than 
any other baffles a conjecture; I mean the profits of the whole of 
the domeſtic trade of the country. When we conſider how diver- 
ſified this head of income is, how many make a profit of different ar- 
ticles from the raw material to the laſt ſtage of tiniſhed manufac- 


ture — what profits are made not only by the retail trader, but by 


thoſe in a higher and more opulent line; when we conſider all 
theſe, it is difficult to form any perfect eſtimate ; but in forming 


the leading feature of the tax, I have ſtated that the general capital 


employed in exports and imports is ſuppoſed to be. 80,000,000]. 
ſterling, of theſe, the exports of Britiſh manufacture alone, reſult- 
ing from the increaſe of our trade, fall not ſhort of 30, ooo, oool. 
ſterling. Now if that be the value of the manufaQtures we ex- 
port, I think, on a ſubje& ſo doubtful to form an eſtimate upon as 
this is, no gentleman converſant in the buſineſs of our manufactures, 
ſuch as woollen, cotton, iron, hardware, and other branches, who 
will aſk himſelf what proportion he ſuppoſes the home comſump- 
tion to bear to the foreign exports, but will eſtimate it at four times 
above what we export, which, according to every fair inquiry on 


the ſubject cautiouſly made, I believe is the proportion; and this 


calculation makes the articles of Britiſh manufacture for home 
conſumption to amount to 120,000,000]. Suppoling the gain 
upon them to be put at no more than fifteen per- cent. without allow- 
ing for all the intermediate profits of the perſons through whoſe 
hands they went, which I ſhould eftimate at ten per cent. there 
would ariſe a ſum of eighteen millions on thoſe articles. Beſides this, 
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there would remain the farther conſideration of the profits ariſing 
from the ſeveral lucrative branches of buſineſs, and thoſe in which 
artizens are engaged I mean breweries, diſtilleries, and concerns 
of that nature, with the profits made by architects, maſons, and 
artificers of thoſe deſcriptions, which pervade every country, 
With reſpeQ to this head of income, I conteive I have nothing to 
guide me even of the ſame conjectural kind, as in the laſt in- 
ſtance, but I ma ay reaſonably eſtimate it at a ſum not leſs than 
1o, ooo, oool. which, together with what I ſtated as to the 
amount of the home articles, makes a ſum of 20,000,000]. 
There may be other branches of income which J have not particu- 
larized, but I only wiſhed to ſtate the general ſources of the wealth 
of the country, and in this view I am inclined to ſuppoſe, that the 
tax on the income of theſe ſources, according to ſuch data as I 
can collect, can hardly be put at leſs than as operating on 
102, ooo, oool., after allowing for all deductions. I ſhall, for 
the convenience of the Committee, enumerate the different arti- 


cles making up this amount : they are.as follow, after allowing for 
the neceſſary deductions: 


[CouMORNsõ. 


The amount of the rent on land poſſeſſed by land- 


lords — — — . 20,000,000 
The amqunt of land in the hands of tenants 5,000,000 
The amount of tithes _ — 4, o, ooo 
The amount of mines and ſhares in canals, timber, &c. 3, ooo, ooo 
Amount of the rent of houſes — — 6,000,000 
Amount of the income ariſing from profeſſions 2,000,000 


The amount of the produce on the above articles in 


Scotland _ — — 5,000,000 
Amount of income of abſentces from Ireland 1,000,000 
Amount of income from the Weſt Indies — 4,000,000 
Amount of intereſt of funds — 12,000,000 
Amount of profit on foreign trade _— I 2,090,000 
Profit on home trade — — 28,000,000 


J. 102,000,000 


In the laſt articles there are no deduQions, becauſe, I ſuppoſe, 
there will not be thought the leaſt neceſſity for any, as the trade 
will be in opulent hands. 
two millions; and I therefore hope I may conſider myſelf juſtified 
in the expectation, that no leſs a ſum than 10, ooo, oool. is likely 
to be produced, from a tax of this deſeription, if fairly collected. 

Now, ſuppoſing that ten millions is the ſum thus collected, gen- 


The total is put at one hundred and 
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tlemen will recollect, that in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, the 
aſſeſſed taxes were the only part of the public reſources, which were 
mortgaged for the ſum of 8, ooo, oool. borrowed for the public 
ſervice in 1797. IT ſhould think it my duty, therefore, that the 
ſum now propoſed to be raiſed in lieu of the aſſeſſed taxes ſhould, 
after its appropriation to the ſupplies of the preſent year, remain as 
a pledge for the diſcharge of that ſum for which the aſſeſſed taxes 
were a ſecurity, and alfo for the diſcharge of the loan of the pre- 


ſent year, beyond what will be paid out of the ſinking fund. Taking 


the aſſeſſed taxes at four millions, they would have been mortgaged 
for two years after peace - and thus the advantage of this meaſure is 
this, that no greater ſums will be raiſed on any individuals than 
thoſe which have been hitherto paid, at leaſt by ſuch as have ren- 
dered the meaſure of the Legiſlature effeQual ; they will be relieved 
of a greater than a proportional ſhare of their burden, and the dura- 
tion of the burden will not be. half the time. This is a recom- 
mendation of the juſtice and expediency which muſt be felt by the 
people at large. But it does not ſtop here; it looks anxioufly to 
the alleviation of the burdens of the country, by a great temporary 
exertion ; it looks to the equality of the tax, and the general effi- 
cacy of the meaſure, conſcious that on them depend our ſucceſs in 
the great cauſe in which we are engaged. That it is to furniſh the 
means of providing for the debt created in two years, within the 
ſame period we formerly provided for the debt created in one. In 
the mode of applying the ſum now to be raiſed, there are different 
ways —the-ſum which the aſſeſſed taxes were applied to diſcharge 
laſt year amounted to eight millions; it would be only to borrow a 
ſum equal to the debt to ſupply the deficiency ; but it occurs, how- 
ever, to me, that a more ſimple and direct mode is, to apply this 
ſum, in the firſt inſtance, to the ſupplies of the year, but at the ſame 
time to enact, that the tax ſhall continue till it has diſcharged the 


debt for which the aſſeſſed taxes were mortgaged, and then to make 


a farther charge for what may be borrowed bey ond what the ſinking 
tund will diſcharge. 

Suppoſing this ten per cent. on income produces I 0,000,000). 
the period when I ſhould propoſe it to take effe& would be the 5th 
of April next. I ſhould propoſe the repeal of the former aſſeſſed 
taxes at the ſame period ; but from the calculation I have made, 
four millions and an half will be raiſed from the firſt of February, 
1798, to the firſt of February, 1799. It would, therefore, be 
more beneficial to the object I have in view to commence the opera- 
tion of this new meaſure at an earlier period, becauſe of the benefit 
of the increaſed rate of taxation ; but there will be the addition of 
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what will come in under the aſſeſſed taxes, which will amount to 
700,000l. Thus there will be raiſed 10,7 00,0001. But this is 
not applicable to the whole of the ſubject; for gentlemen will re- 
collect, that the intereſt of the 8,000,000 pounds was alſo 
charged on the aſſeſſed taxes. The intereſt will continue in the 
courſe of the preſent year, to which alſo is to be added the intereſt 
of whatever loan may be made this year. This will amount to 
about one million five hundred 'thouſand pounds which leaves the 
ſum of nine million two hundred thouſand pounds, as applicable to 
the ſervices of the preſent year. This aid would be all that is ne- 
ceſſary to furniſh the ways and means for the ſupplies, except as to 
the ſum of twenty-four millions. Fourteen millions, therefore, is 
the ſum neceſſary to be raiſed by loan, of which, however, four 
millions and a half is diſcharged by the operation of the ſinking 
fund, conſequently nine millions and a half is the whole ſum to be 
added to the national debt. I wiſh, therefore, to lay this down as 
a principle, that nine millions and a half is the ſum to be raiſed this 
year, for which I ſhould propoſe to charge as a mortgage the income 
tax, after diſcharging the former mortgage. This gives a general 
view of the amount of the ſervices of the year, and the ways and 
means to defray them. I have alſo ſtated, to the beſt of my power, 


the poſſible amount of every article kat as the ſubject of 


taxation. 

I am almoſt inclined to think it ts to-endeavour to convince 
the Committee of the propriety and advantage of adhering to the 
general principle of the meaſure adopted laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
and now propoſed to be extended. 
of that principle, imperfect as its execution was in compariſon to the 
one I now ſubmit, the Committee will find ſomething better than 
reaſon to induce them to adhere to it—they will find that their own 
Experience decides in its favour. Among all the various circum- 
ſtances in which reſides the hopes of our enemies abroad, of all the 
cauſes that chiefly aggravated the fears of thoſe who were moſt deſ- 
ponding at home, there was none which more forcibly operated 
than the hopes on the one hand, and the fears on the other, of in- 
creaſing our funded debt. 
or extravagance of the enemy that excited apprehenſion, that we 
ſhould truſt to the uſual reſources of the country till they failed; and 
that no others could be ſubſtituted in their place, without danger and 
miſchief reſulting from them. We have, however, had the ſatis- 
faction of knowing, that now, under the accumulated burdens of 


- protracted war, after a period of fix years of arduous conteſt, after 


events alarming to the public credit of the kingdom, we have ſeen 


If we have ſeen the advantages 
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after all this, the country on a ſudden rouſing herſelf, and adopting 
new means of vigour and exertion, diſtinguiſhing herſelf, and ſur- 
paſſing the proudeſt period of the Britiſh hiſtory. We have ſeen 
the credit of the country and its pretenſions to ſuperiority in the 
affairs of Europe reſtored in a manner equal to the juſt expectations 
and well-grounded confidence of thoſe who depended on her ſtrength. 
We have ſeen the deſpondency of thoſe who feared the worſt de- 
feared, and the hopes of thoſe who thought for the beſt, realized 
by a ſucceſſion of events which are the peculiar bounty of Provi- 
dence. We have had the happineſs of becoming inſtrumental in pro- 
ducing the glorious change which has taken place; but let it be 
recollected that it is not thoſe events which are the moſt dazzling 
and ſtriking, that, perhaps, have had the largeſt ſhare in producing 
the favourable change in the ſituation and proſpects of the country. 
The achievements of your armies ; the glorious proofs of the 
proweſs of your fleets, adding to that fame which they have ae- 
quired in the courſe of centuries, are, indeed, never ceafing themes 
for every Engliſhman ; it is ſubjects ſuch as theſe which ought to 
be contemplated with enthuſiaſm, as aQions truly great and valuable 
to the country, as they point out the reliance to be placed in the 
energy and determination of Engliſhmen. It is actions ſuch as 
we have diſplayed, that ſhew in broad and glowing colours the 
effect of valour and conduc, animated by a love of our country, 
and every laudable paſſion that can inſpire the breaſts of men. 
The merit of theſe ſervices is truly great. It is true that the 
achievements of our flects have chiefly produced the change 1 in our 
ſituation, as well as the reſt of Europe. It is true all this is to be 
aſcribed to the ſecrecy and vigilance diſplayed in our naval depart- 
ments, the diſpoſitiun of our maritime ſtrength : but they are to be 
aſcribed more immediately to the tranſcendent, the unequaled abili- 
ties, intrepidity and ſkill of our commanders, to whoſe merits I 
cannot do juſtice. There has been ſhewn a degree of fervent zeal, 

of perſeverance, of ardour, of reſolution on the part of Britiſh ſea- 
men, by which their character is raiſed in the eſtimation of the 
world. But while this valour and activity have averted the im- 
pending ſtorm from a large part of Europe, and have prevented its 
gathering round us, while it has produced the immediate ſalvation 
of ſome of the powers of the Continent, and afforded the means 
of deliverance to others; while we are juſtly elated at having 
brought about theſe great events, do not let us forget that the power 
of employing ſuch a force, after we had. ſo long continued the con- 
teſt, as has enabled us to ſtrike the blow we have, is to be attributed 


to the circumſtance of our * the pecuniary reſources neceſ- 
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ſary to furniſh that force. The reſources for our national defence 
have ariſen from the firmneſs and inflexible perſeverance of Parlia- 
ment; from the zeal, magnanimity and deciſion in promoting the 
public intereſt, which have characterized all elaſſes of Britiſh ſub- 
jets. They have had the ſatisfaction of being inſtrumental in the 


fal vation of themſelves and the reſt of the world, and of vindicating 


their inſulted honour. We have been enabled to do ſo by the 
energy and the determination of the Britiſh Parliament, which has 


called forth the real radical ſtrength of the country; which has 


endeavoured, as far as poſſible, to make all men inſtrumental in 
their own ſafety ; which has ſuffered no difficulties to deter us ; 
which has not only contrived that the ſervices of the people ſhould 
be voluntary, but that their zeal ſhould accompany them ; which 
has aſked from all orders of men that ſalvage which is due for reſ- 
cuing them from the greateſt danger that ever threatened them. 
We have ſeen a mercantile country, actuated by thoſe fentiments 
which the people of all mercantile countries are, from their habits, 
ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, arm themſelves for the defence of their country. 
We have happily ſeen them, without any diminution of that mer- 
cantile ſpirit which furniſhes their refources, diſplay the nobleſt in- 
ſtances of magnanimity, and perſons from whoſe fityations and ha- 
bits it would leaſt have been expected, ſhew a degree of military 
"Zeal and enthuſiaſm which has given us all the advantages of a mi- 
litary nation, without any diminution of thoſe other advantages 
which are more felt than cheriſhed among us. We now know our 
pretenſions, and what we may expect from a juſt perſeverance ; 
we know, that although ſome had doubts whether we could con- 
tinue the war, that we have continued it with more ſucceſs than 
ever, and that we are ſtill able to continue it, with our means im- 


proved. What would have been our fituation, if, inſtead of acting 


the part we have, we had purchaſed the means of obtaining peace by 
the ſacrifice of our commerce or capital, and the induſtry of our 
country? I muſt believe there, is not a man who would be diſ- 
poſed to queſtion the policy of the conduct which we have adopted. 
When we have the ſatisfaction of knowing that by performing our 
duty we have conſulted our immediate intereſt as much as our per- 
manent ſecurity ; we can have no heſitation in adhering ta the 
fame line of conduct, and of following up that ſyſtem which has 
been productive of ſo much benefit. I hardly believe that it can 
be neceſſary to enter into much detail; it is enough to ſtate, that 


notwithſtanding the wealth of the country, it is neceſſary we ſhould 
have recourſe to other means of raifing the ſupplies than #hoſe for- 


merly reſorted to. By the meaſure you have already adopted, you 
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have convinced the enemy, yourſelves, and the world, that ycu are 


equal to continue the ſtruggle as long as your fafety requires it. 


This is enough to reconcile every Britiſh mind to tke neceffity of 
repeating and extending a meaſure, which alone affords a hope of 
bringing to a termination a conteſt, in which every thing dear to 
Engliſhmen is at ſtake. I ſhould feel that in every point of pru- 


dence you are called upon, out of regard to your own intereſt, the 


intereſt of future times, to ſanction and give vigour to ſuch a mea- 
ſure. I ſhall not now go over the ſame ground as in the preceding 
ſeſſion of Parliament, as to the ultimate economy of raiſing within 
the year ſo large a portion of the ſupplies. It is enough that it is 
evident that whatever you borrowed under the old ſyſtem was at- 
tended with three-fold the expence more than by the mode now 
preſented. If, in addition to the great political conſequences of 
ſuch a meaſure, it is alſo. peculiarly advantageous to many parts of 
the community, this will add to the arguments in its favour. It 
will be advantageous to the ſtockholder, by preventing the depre- 
ciation of the funds —its advantages are common to the landholder, 
to whoſe detriment the depreciation of the funds muſt neceſſarily 
operate—it applies no leſs in favour of the manufaQurer, who of 
courſe muſt be attached to a ſyſtem by which his income becomes 
greater and more permanent in conſequence of its effect on the ge- 
neral proſperity of the kingdom by a juſt and well- adminiſtered 
ſyſtem of finance. But if we were not to conſider the general ſyſ- 
tem of finance, but merely the effect of the meaſure of laſt year, 
we would be perſuaded of the neceſſity of the preſent one, unleſs 
we ſhut our eyes to what paſſes in the world at the eventful period 
in which we live. If we look forward to the termination of the 
preſent war, or if, from the contemplation of former periods of hiſ- 
tory, for the laſt hundred, fifty, or forty vears, we have but too juft 
reaſon to expect a renewal of hoſtilities within a ſhort period; 
ſurely the adoption of a ſyſtem which held out-the only proſpect of 
alleviating the burdens of war, and conſequently can only lead to 
peace for ourſelves and poſterity, ought not to admit of heſitation. 
We have only to look to any future war—to a period of fix years 
hoſtilities, and I think there is not that landed gentleman, or ſtock- 
holder, or merchant, or manufaQurer who could be able to pay ten 


per cent. to the proſecution of the war, provided the ſupplies were 


to be raiſed according to the old method. The continuation of a 
war for fix years, ſupported by ſuch means, would render a tax 
equal to the one now propoſed permanent for forty years. Having 
ſtated, in a political and economical point of view, how this meaſure 


muſt operate to.the ſalvation of Europe, and the permanent advan- 
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tage of England, we may judge what would be the effect of raifing 
the ſupplies wholly by loans, without raiſing a great portion of them 
within the year. 

He then proceeded to expatiate on the advantages we ſhould now 
have enjoyed if our predeceſſors had adopted the plan now reſorted 
to, of railing a conſiderable part of the ſupplies within the year. In 
ſuch event, he ſaid, we ſhould have found that the annual ſum now 
obliged to be raiſed would be lets by ſeveral millions; and viewing 
it in that light, it would be ungenerous to let the burden paſs on to 
poſteriry. But it was not neceſſary now to enter into nice calcula- 
tions, to prove the ſuperiority of a fituation reſulting from the early 
adoption of ſuch a meaſure. If by aRing upon it now, we found 
we were inſuring our ſafety, and providing for our defence, that we 
were eſtabliſhing a wiſe and uſeful principic of economy, and lay- 
ing a foundation for our future glory and the relief of qpoſterity ; 
theſe would be conſiderations ſufficiagt to recommend it to thoſe 
who, unadcuated by ſelfiſh views, carried their ideas beyond their 
own times, and did not meanly ſeek to ſhift the burden they ſhould 
uphold to the ſhoulders of thoſe who were to come after them. 
Theſe arguments would be ſufficient, therefore, to direct us. We 
were not, in the election of the courſe to be purſued, determining 
for ourſelves only: the deliberations of the Engliſh Parliament were 
not more intereſting to the people of England than to all the nations 
of Europe. It was from that Houſe they waited to receive the 
ſignal by which they were to ſhape their courſe, It was from Eng- 
land they derived the only hope of ſafety and ſupport ; it was by 
her aid alone thoſe who had not fallen expected to maintain their 
independence, or thoſe that had ſunk beneath the power of France 
could be reſtored ; in ſhort, we were conſidered the only people 
capable of arreſting that torrent which, in the opinion of the wiſeſt 
men, endangered the ſafety of all other nations, and threatened to 
overwhelm them in ruin. When, therefore, the intereſts of them- 
ſelves and their poſterity, of England, and alſo of all other nations 
are at ſtake, he was confident that, after the difficulties they had 
already encountered, they would not ſhrink from the preſent arduous 
criſis, or reſign thoſe titles to pre-eminence, for which they had been 
already fo celebrated, and which were the pride and glory of all thoſe 
who had the honour of calling themſelves ſubjects of Great Britain. 
On theſe grounds, therefore, he would propoſe a ſet of reſolutions on 

the plan which he had ſubmitted to their conſideration. | 
* Reſolved, 

« That it is the opinion of this Caitlin that ſo much of an 

act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intitled, . An A for 
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2 granting to His Majeſty an aid and contribution for the Proſecution | | | 
N of the War,” as charges any perſon with an additional duty in pro- a 
portion to the amount of the rates or duties to which, prior to ö 5 | 
y the 5th day of April, 1798, ſuch perſon was aſſeſſed according to ] i | 
1 any aſſeſſment made in purſuance of any act of Parliament in : 1 
1 force at the time of paſſing the ſaid act of the laſt ſeſſion, be re- 7 
v pealed. | | [ 
: «© Reſolved, | = | oT 
a « That it is the opinion of this Committee, that towards railing Wi 
5 the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, there be charged annually, BE 
4 during a term to be limited, the ſeveral rates and duties following, * 
f upon all income ariſing from property in Great Britain, belonging Ya 
: to any of His Majeſty" s ſubjeas, although not reſident in Great 1 
: Britain ; and upon all income of every perſon. reſiding in Great | EARL 
Britain, and of every body politic or corporate, or company, fra- mY | 
a ternity, or ſociety of perſons, Whether corporate or not corporate, in . 
, Great Britain, whether any ſuch income ſhall ariſe from lands, Wl: 
| WE tencments, or hereditaments, whereſoever the ſame ſhall be ſituated | "9 
in Great Britain, or elſewhere ; or from any kind of perſonal pro- 00 
perty, or other property whatever; or from any profeſſion, office, 1 
employment, trade, or vocation; that is to ſay, A 
One one-hundred- and-twentieth part of ſuch income, if the fame . 1 
ſhall amount unto Gol. per annum, and ſhall be under 6 51. per Wo 
r annum, 15 bh 2 
One ninety-fifth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount 3 5 
bo 651. but ſhall be under 7ol. | 1 
One ſeventieth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 1 
7ol. but ſhall be under 751. 5 FOR 
One fixty-fifth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 1 
| 751. but ſhall be under Sol. 1 
One ſixtieth part of ſuch i income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 8ol. Wl 
| but ſhall be under 851. . 
| One fifry-fifth part of ſuch income, if the fame ſhall amount to 1 
351. but ſhall be under gol. | bo | 
One fiftieth part of ſuch i income, if the ſame ſhall amount to gol. . 
but ſhall be under 951. | 9 | 
One forty-fifth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 155 


951. but ſhall be under 1ool. : 

One fortieth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 
lool. but ſhall be under 1051. 

One thirty-eighth part of ſuch come, if the ſame ſhall amount 
to 1 Togl. but ſhall be under 1 Lol. 
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One thirty-fixth part of ſuch income, if the Gene ſhall amoun! hope tha 
to 1 10l. but ſhall be under 1151. pared to 
One thirty-fourth part of ſuch income, if the fame ſhall amount can feel | 


to IT5l. but ſhall be under 1 20l. 

One thirty-ſecond part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount 
to £20]. but ſhall be under 1251. 

One thirtieth part of ſuch income, if the fame ſhall amount to 
1251. but ſhall be under 1 3ol. 

One twenty-eighth part of ſuch income, if the "Was ſhall amount 
to 1 30l. but ſhall be under 1351. 

One twenty-ſixth part of ſuch income, if the fame ſhall amount 
to 1351. but ſhall be under 1401. 

One twenty-fourth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount 
to 140l. but ſhall be under 1451. ü | 

One twenty-ſecond part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount 
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to 1451. but ſhall be under 150l. the Cor 
One twentieth part of ſuch income, if the fame ſhall amount o meant « 
150l. but ſhall be under 15 l. ample « 
One nineteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to i hc was 
1551. but ſhall be under 160l. to-nigh 
One eighteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to with hi 
I 6ol. but ſhall be under 1651. any tin 
One ſeventeenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount vations 
to 1651. but ſhall be under 1 Jol. one thi 
We ſixteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to which 
7ol. but fhall be under 1751. that w. 
| "Oe fifteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to as they 
1751. but ſhall be under 1 80ol. the laſ 
Once fourteenth part of fuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount gentle 
to 180]. but ſhall be under 18 öl. ing hi: 
- One thirteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame hal amount to rious 
1851. but ſhall be under 190l. lemnl: 
One twelfth parth of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to yet aft 
Igol. but ſhall be under 1951. would 
One eleventh part of fuch income, if the fame ſhall amount to word, 
1951. but ſhall be under 200l. burde 
And one tenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame hall amount to W 
2001. or upwards. with 
| | neithe 
Mr. TIERNEY then roſe and ſaid: — After the very eloquent ſeſſior 
concluſion of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech, the Com- mon]: 
mittee might well expect that nothing comparatively worthy of produ 
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um hope that they ſhould think me worth any attention when com- 


pared to him in eloquence, that I riſe, I feel, as much as any man 


unt can feel for me, in what I do. upon the preſent occaſion ; the object 
[of which is, to ſnew a deſire to reſiſt the effect of what has been 
unt NMoffered to the paſſions of the Committee; and which I ſhould not 
attempt, did I not feel myſelf impelled by a ſenſe of duty. I agree 
% ith the right honourable gentleman, that the deciſion of this Houſe 
to-night, is not only intereſting to England, but alſo to all Europe; 
unt it is becauſe I agree with him upon that, I am ſo defirous of deli- 
vering a few ſentiments ; but how unworthy ſoever I may be of 
um receiving the favourable attention of the Committee on this im- 
portant ſubject, yet I ſhould be ſorry that ſuch fentiments as he has 
unt Bl uttered to-night ſhould go forth to the world as the unanimous ſen- 
timents of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 
an I did not mean to ſay any thing this night on the ſubject before 
the Committee, becauſe I thought the right honourable gentleman 
to 


meant only to ſtate the ſubject of a tax upon income, and that the 
ample detail of it was to have been reſerved to a future day; that 
he was not to go into the ſubject ſo much at length as he has done 
to night; and therefore, I confeſs, I am not prepared to contend 
with him, for without preparation I do not pretend to be able at 
any time to contend with him. There are, however, ſome obſer- 
vations which I am now ready to make. On the ſupply there is 
one thing which occurs to me, at the firſt glance of this buſineſs, 


to which is, that, ſuppoſing we have only one budget this year, and 
that we have heard already of the whole of the ſupply, it will then, 
to as they ſtand, exceed by more than two millions the ſum voted for 
the laſt year. I know that, on this occaſion, the right honourable 
int 


gentleman may ſay, that this year he has had better means of form- 
ing his calculations on the artieles of expenditure, as well as va- 
to rious other events. But if he ſhould ſo tell me, and promiſe ſo- 
lemnly not to aſk for more money in the courſe of the ſeſſion, and 


to yet afterwards demand a great deal, it would not ſurprize me, for it 
would not he the firſt time; but, however, I hope he will keep his 

to word, and that the People of England ſhall not, in 1798, be twice 
burdened for\g 799. | , | 

to With regard d what the right honourable gentleman has ſaid 
with reſpect to the finking fund, I have nothing to ſay againſt it ; 
neither have I any thing to ſay againſt the tax impoſed in the laſt 

bs ſeſſion of Parliament upon Imports and Exports, which is com- 


alledges, that he has ſome regulations that will be of public utility 


. monly called the Convoy Tax. He aſſures us, that they will 
0 
1 


produce one million ſeven hundred thouſand pounds; and he 
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in that particular; againſt none of theſe points have I any thing to 
urge. Leaving, then, all theſe points, I come to the great one 
which is now before us I mean the tax upon Income; upon which 
the right honourable gentleman expects either ſupport. or filence 
from this ſide of the Houſe, for ſo his addreſs to the Committee to- 
night indicated. To this I anſwer, he cannot expect ſupport ; he 
can hardly expect filence from me; becauſe, having oppoſed tie 
aſſeſſed taxes as I did, it would be ſtrange that I ſhould be filent 
upon a meaſure, which is, in my opinion, infinitely more deſtrue- 
tive, even than that deſtructive meaſure. But that is not all; for 
I confider what the effect is of this Houſe agreeing to any principle 
laid down by that right honourable gentleman. This Houſe agreed 
Jaſt year to the principle laid down by him in his aſſeſſed taxes, but 
the Houſe had not then the idea of going the length which he 
now propoſes ; they thought the whole meaſure had better becn 
abandoned altogether, than that it ſhould cauſe the diſcloſure of the 
condition of every perſon in the kingdom. I know theſe were not 
the words uſed by any Member in the Houſe, but they do not con- 
tain more than the ſenſe and feeling of the Houſe laſt year when 
that ſubje was under diſcuſſion ; and ſomething like the words was 
very current from this fide of the Houſe ; but now the Miniſter, 
having got the Houſe to recognize the principle of his aſſeſſed taxes, 
is emboldened, and goes a ſtep farther, and propoſes, that the Houſe 
ſhould follow him ; that propoſition the Committee have now be- 
fore them, and I will venture to alledge, that even he, confident as 
he was in the majority that has always ſupported him, would not 
have ventured, laſt year, to have laid before this Houſe the monſtrous 
propoſition which is now before us. But he ſays, © You need not 
make any diſcloſure of your condition in life.” What then? If 
the diſcloſure I do make be not ſatisfactory, has not the Commil- 
fioner power to increaſe the duty on me according to his diſcretion ? 
and all theſe proceedings are to depend upon-the evidence of an in- 
famous informer. By ſuch evidence, and in ſuch a way, Commii- 
fioners are to tax us at their option. They are to ſay, from ſuch 

ſources of information, what the reſpectable merchant of the city of 
London ſhall contribute to the defence of the State; unleſs he 
chuſes to diſeloſe, to the ſatisfaction of an informer, the whole con- 
dition of his affairs. To ſuch a propoſition I cannot aſſent. But 
that is not all; for if this Houſe agrees to that propoſition now, is it 

too much to ſay upon experience, if this tax does not come up to the 
ſyſtem, a general diſcloſure of all property muſt take place, and that 
too in the courſe of the very next year? I ſay, does not experience 
warrant us in coming to that concluſion * | 


Dec. 3:] DEBATES. 1 
I took the liberty, laſt year, of oppoſing the meaſure now before 


the Committee under another name, and with a leſs difagreeable 


aſpect than it bears at preſent. That meaſure was, in appearance, 
leſs di ſagreeable than this; by that, a man was, in ſome meaſure, 
allowed to withdraw from luxury ; but here there is nothing of the 
kind allowed in any ſhape. I oppoſed that meaſure, becauſe I 
thought it, as I do till, very oppreſſive. I ſaid it was a tax on 
income; the anſwer was, that it was not a tax on income, but that 
it was the beſt mode of coming at property to ſupport the State. 
This ſeems to be a bolder meaſure; for it puts a tenth of the pro- 
perty of England in requiſition a meaſure which the French have 
followed, in the career of their revolutionary rapine, and which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has, with all his eloquence, juſtly 
branded with the hardeſt epithets ; only it is a little unfortunate that 
he ſhould imitate what he took ſo much pains to render deteſtable. 
Another reaſon I have for oppoſing this meaſure is, that I do not 
think that our reſources are in ſuch a ſtate as to render it neceſſary. 
I do not like to hold out any ideas of deſpondency in our financial 
affairs. I do not think them in a ſtate ſo deſperate as to juſtify this 
plan of indiſcriminate rapine ; for a plan of indiſcriminate rapine, 
in my opinion, it is: I ſay, I do not think our reſources are in 
ſuch a tate as to juſtify a tax generally upon income ; the thing is 
in its nature unjuſt, becauſe it is in its nature unequal. It is of 
all things the moſt unequal. Does the Miniſter mean to ſay, that 
a perſon poſſeſſing an income for life, only of a certain ſum, and 
another perſon of the ſame income which he derives from the in- 
tereſt of his own capital, are equally rich, and can bear the ſame 
taxes? A widow, for inſtance, who lives only upon a penſion, 
and a perſon whoſe capital brings him in the ſame money by way 
of intereſt? Certainly not ; the thing is too palpable to be ar- 
gued ; and yet, by this plan of making income the ſtandard of 
wealth, theſe two perſons will be made to pay alike. But then the 
Miniſte gets over all theſe as minor objeQions. He ſays boldly 
at once, There muſt be ſome injuſtice after all; and the only 
thing that can be done is, to take care that the injuſtice ſhall: be as 
little as poſſible; that he has brought it as near to juſtice as he 
can.” To which I anſwer, That may be his beſt method of 


bringing meaſures before us, but it is not ſuch as I qught to vote 


for; and thereby give up the domeſtie comfort of the moſt reſpec- 
table part of the community-—upon the principle therefore, of this. 
meaſure, I am bound to oppoſe it. Beſides, the event may happen 


which the Chancellor of the Exchequer has ſo eloquently antiei- 


pated to-night, namely, a choice between this meaſure and utter de- 
Vol. VII. R 
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ſtruction; it will then be time enough to aſſent to this. At preſent 


[ Commons, 


- we are in no ſuch ſtate; and we ſhould, in my opinion, reſiſt ſuch 


meaſures until we are in ſuch a ſtate, for nothing but ſuch an alterna- 
tive can juſtify ſuch an adoption; at all events, I muſt have it in my 
power to ſay to my conſtituents, before I adopt this, that every 
other reſource has been applied, and exhauſted. Now I cannot ſay 
that, for there are others yet untouched, which ought to go before 
this meaſure is reſorted to. There are many valuable things under 
the church eſtabliſhment (not in the ſmalleſt degree beneficial to re- 
ligion, but to ſwell out the pomp and pride, and imaginary great- 
neſs of ſome inflated individuals, which ought to be brought in aid 
of the public burdens. The individuals poſſeſſing theſe things 
ought to be made to contribute their full ſhare. The corporations 
alſo are liable in the ſame manner, as I conceive—| Here a cry of 
« Hear! Hear! Hear!”] Mr.. Tierney proceeded. I do not 
preciſely underſtand what gentlemen mean by this ſort of vocifera- 
tion. I, for my own part, would not take the property of any 
body of men as a ſacrifice to the ſtate altogether ; but, when you 
tell me, that violent hands muſt be laid on the property of the pub- 
lic, then I will tell you, it ought to take another direction, and, I 
am now pointing out to you that direction. This tax is ſaid to fall 
nearly equally on all ſorts of property. That is not true; I will 
tell you a property on which it does not fall; on the property of a 
certain deſcription of ſtockholders, or what may be. called the leading 
London gentlemen, a deſcription of perſons extremely well known, 
whoſe patriotiſm is much eſteemed by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. Theſe gentlemen can pay off any tax, without burdening 


| themſelves, indeed, the greater the taxes are, the richer they be- 


come, and they never ſucceed better than when the Miniſter ſuc- 
ceeds in taxes. The Chancellor of the Exchequer fays, that this 
plan will not cauſe the funds to fall, but will occafion them to riſe, 


ſo if any gentleman poſſeſſes 20,0001. in the funds, his fortune may 


improve by this duty. If you riſe the ſtock I ſay, for inſtance, 2 per 
cent. he will make a large ſum of money by his capital; ſo that, in- 
ſtead of taxing theſe gentlemen, (who by the way are the moſt able to 
bear it); you will increaſe their fortunes, while you ruin others be- 


yond the power of redemption. Whereas your plan, to be worth 


any thing, ſhould compel the monied men to take, at leaſt, their 
ſhare of the public burdens. I know that theſe obſervations do 
not apply to the maſs of ſtockholders, but I do ſay they apply to thoſe 
whom the Chancellor of the Exchequer always chuſes to favour ; I 


mean thoſe who are called the monied men of the city. 


But there is another pats to be conſidered, and it 8 ſoon turn 
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out to be an anſwer to the declaration of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, upon the utility of his plan to the public, and the protection 
it is to afford to property; which is, that under it, the whole pro- 


financier, that is matter of no concern ; it is, to him, of no moment, 
to whom the property belongs, provided it produces a given ſum to 
the revenue, but, there are others who will ſee indeſcribable miſ- 
chief ariſing out of it, and will feel it too. Nor is it difficult to 
conceive how this may happen ; for the great maſs of the property 
of the country may change owners in the courſe of fix, ſeven, eight, 
or nine years. That will make a great difference in the ſtate of 
the country itſelf ; for, if the rich man in the city buys the ſmall 
eſtates of a number of gentlemen, (which will be one of the opera- 
tions of this plan), although the eſtate will be the ſame, and the 
revenue the ſame, yet, the condition of whole diſtricts of inhabi- 


15 tants, will be materially altered. When a gentleman of ſmall 
5 fortune ſells his eſtate, let him get ever ſo much for it, there are 
15 evils ariſing from that ſale to ſome parts of his family, which are 
b- never to be avoided, nor adequately deſcribed. This is a point 
2 which, although it may be beyond the comprehenſion of ſome 


monied men, is yet well worthy the attention of this Houſe. 

If I had not known the ſound of the voice of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, ſo well as I do, or, if I had not had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing him oppoſite to me, I ſhould, from the ſenſe of his diſ- 
courſe, have thought it was ſomebody who came into the Houſe to 
reproach the Miniſter for his eſtimates for the laſt five years. I 
could hardly have ſuppoſed, from what was faid to-night againſt 
adding perpetual taxes, and increafing the capital of debt, inſtead 
of raiſing large ſupplies within the year to prevent the accumulation 
of the capital of the debt, came from the ſame man, who has in- 

creaſed continually, for the laſt five years, the permanent taxes; 
who has, in that tirae alſo, added 150 millions to the capital of 
the national debt ; I ſhould have thought alſo, when I heard him 
vaunting upon the integrity and proud ſpirit of his country, and the 
deſperation and perfidiouſneſs of the enemy, that he was ſpeaking 
of a Miniſter, who never degraded himſelf ſo far as to negotiate 
with the French Republic. I am not calling in queſtion his fince- 
rity; but I am calling in queſtion his recolleQion, when I hear and 


mercifully, the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 1790. 
The Miniſter has been pleaſed to tell us in very lofty language, 


care ſo much for what Europe may think, as what the people of 
KS. | | 


perty of England will ſoon ſhift hands. I know, that to a dry 


ſee that the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 1798 cenſures, fo un- 


what Europe will think of our proceedings. I am not bound to 
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England muſt feel from our proceedings am a repreſentative of 
the People of England, not a Member of the Congreſs at Raſtadt. 
In my conſcience I do believe it is by peace, and by peace only, the 
Britiſh empire can be ſecure ; not ſuch a peace as may be had on 
any terms, ftill leſs on diſhonourable terms, but on peace fairly to 

be underſtood. I am as anxious as the Miniſter can be for the ſe- 
curity, and the proſperity, and the glory of England; but when, as 
he eloquently ſays, the People of England “ pay for the ſalvage 
« of their ſecurity ;” I mean that they ſhould pay for that ſalvage, 
and for that only, not for the ſuppoſed intereſt, or the ſuppoſed ho- 
nour of others. There was a time when I could have h ard this 
language with patience, but when the people are told openly, as they 
are now, that this is not a war for our own honour, our own privi- 
leges, our own intercſt, or our own fafery, but that we are embark- 
ing in it, for the ſuppoſed honour, the ſuppoſed privileges, the ſup- 
poſed intereſt, the ſuppoſed ſafety of Europe; I ſhould be unwor- 
thy the ſituation I am in; I ſhould betray my truſt if I did not 
lift up my voice (inſignificant as I am in this Houſe) againſt a mea- 
ſure, when ſuch are avowed to be its objects. Whenever any 
meaſure whatever is propoſed that tends to keep up the dignity of 
the Britiſh empire, the Chancellor of the Exchequer will always 
find me throwing afide all political differences, and ſupporting him. 


On that ground I gave him my ſupport upon the vote of the navy | 


eſtimates. It was without loſing fight of that ground that I hefi- 
tated about the eftimates of the army, and which I then ſtated. I 
hope the Chancellor of the Exchequer has nothing in view in this 
vote which he now propoſes, but the ſecurity of England ; and I 
can hardly think that any Miniſter will be hardy enough to order a 
fingle man to go out of this country for any continental purpoſes, 
or ſtill more for the ſuppoſed intereſts of other ſtates. 
none of them any claims upon us that renders that a duty in us; 
the more eſpecially till when he recollects that ſuch is the ſtate of 
the Britiſh empire, that a party of the land force, conſtitutionally 
belonging to Great Britain, is now in Ireland Until we are in a deſ- 
perate ſituation, I hope we ſhall not have any viſionary expeditions. 
J am affured we are not in that ſtate at preſent. I thought it my 
duty to oppoſe this plan upon its principle. Perhaps when the 
clauſes of the bill, by which the reſolutions will of courſe be fol- 
lowed np, come to be laid before us, and the blanks come to be 
filled up, I ſhall enter more at large into the ſubject; but I could 
not leave the Houfe ſubje to the ſuſpicion that I was overpowered 
in my judgement by the mere eloquence of the Miniſter, and fiill 
leſs ſhould I be willing to have it underſtood, that I agreed with 
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him on thoſe points by which he endeavoured to maintain his 
principle. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT'T ſaid, that as far as his calculations and 
foreſight could enable him to judge, he did not expect that he ſhould 
be obliged to call on Parliament for a greater ſupply than had now 
been laid before them in the enumeration of the ways and means. 
He wiſhed it however to be underſtood, that by this affertion he did 
not preclude himſelf from calling for a farther ſum, ſhould unfore- 
ſeen circumſtances or emergencies make it neceſſary, neither was it 
to preclude him from calling for a vote of credit. 

Mr TIERNE faid, that he hoped he perfectly underſtood the 
right honourable gentleman, and that the whole of the ſupplies, the 
uſual ſupplies he meant, of the navy, army, &c. were now before the 
Houſe, and that no farther demand would be made except the vote 
of credit, whatever might be the amount of that vote. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT repeated, that he was not aware of any 
other demand that his preſent view of circumſtances would render 
neceſſary. He could not, indeed, pretend to perfect accuracy in the 
general detail of what he had advanced; but he could ſay with 
perfect truth that he had no intention of bringing forward any fu- 
ture demand, except that which he had already ſtated. 

The reſolutions were then agreed to, and the report ordered to be 


received to-morrow. So 


Tueſday, December 4. 


/ 


Motion was made for bringing up the * of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid, as the ſubject that was now 
about to be ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Houſe, was of the 
moſt efſential conſequence, and embraced the greateſt poſſible va- 


riety of intereſts, it was his opinion it ſhould meet with the fulleſt 


and moſt mature diſcuſſion. He would therefore hint the propriety 
of the Houſe being called over previous to their ms determina- 
tion on this queſtion. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that, for more reaſons tha one, he 
did not riſe laſt night to deliver any opinion upon the nature and 
tendency of the meaſure, which was now to occupy the attention of 
the Houſe. In the firſt place, he was not ſo vain as to preſume 
that, at-a moment when the minds of gentlemen muſt have been 
dazzled and biaſſed by the very brilliant and eloquent ſpeech of the 
right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him (the Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer) any obſervations of his would have had the leaſt 
weight. In the ſecond place, he was anxious to beſtow a due de- 
gree of attention upon the ſubject, and coolly examine whether the 
preſent ſcheme of finance, before he attempted to enter upon the 


diſcuſſion of it, were likely to operate to the advantage or injury of 
the country. 


Before he proceeded to give his ſentiments upon the principles of 
the plan, he could not but remark how often the financial projects 


of the right honourable gentleman had proved abortive. With 


reſpec to the ſhop tax, he was eager and earneſt; but it had been 
abandoned. He was no leſs ſanguine in his hoyes of the watch tax, 
but he had been compelled to relinquiſh ir: and although it had 
been repcaled, yet a mortal blow had been given to that branch of 
commerce, from which it would probably never recover. To the 
ſcheme of the aſſeſſed taxes laſt year the right honourable gentle- 
man was as fondly and firmly wedded. The bill was uſhered into 
the Houſe with the warmeſt encomiums, and with the greateſt con- 


fidence in its productiveneſs and ſucceſs ; but he now finds, and 


confeſſes, that this reſource has failed, or, at leaſt, has fallen ſhort 
of the lofty expectations he had formed. 

The firſt conſideration to which this ſubject naturally gave rife 
was, whether it would be advantageous to raiſe a conſiderable por- 


tion of the ſupplies within the year or not. For his own part, he 
acknowledged, that when the meaſure of the aſſeſſed taxes was under 


the diſcuſſion of the Houſe, he had felt great doub:s whether perſe- 
verance in the funding ſyſtem would not be attended with the moſt 
fatal conſequences ; and hence - he had grounded his oppoſition to 
that meaſure, not on the impolicy of raiſing the ſupplies to a con- 


ſiderable extent within the year, but on its retroſpective operation 


and oppreſſive effects. All perſons, he believed, agreed that it 


would have been a happy thing for the country if the funding ſyſtem 


had never been reſorted to at all, and if the cuſtom had always been 
adopted of raiſing the ſupplies within the year. The funding 
ſyſtem has been, if not the parent, at leaſt the foſterer of many un- 
neceſſary wars; which wars might have been prevented, if the ſup- 
plies neceſſary for maintaining them had been called for, and raiſed 


within the year—for if the people were made to feel, on the break- 


ing out of a war, the full prefſure of the burdens which it was 


likely to draw down upon them, they would not be ſo eaſily deluded 


as they are now; or ſo patiently made the ſport and tool of a Mi- 
niſter's ambition. Such are the evils which might have been 
avoided, had the funding ſyſtem never been adopted ; and if it 
were prolonged beyond the preſent period, when the national debt 
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was enormous and the taxes ſo-burdenſome, it was impoſſible to ſay 
where the miſchief would end. Large loans would depreſs the 
Rocks ; the public would from year to year borrow upon ſtill higher 
intereſt : hence the taxes would increaſe ; the Miniſter would be 
able to borrow no more ; the People would be broken down with 
the weight of their burdens; and national bankruptcy and ruin be 
the conſequence. 

Great alſo, in his opinion, were the evils which would reſult 
from endeavouring, under the preſent circumſtances of the country, 
to raiſe the ſupplies within the year. The middling ranks would 
be oppreſſed and annihilated ; they would be compelled to relin- 
quiſh the ſituation which they were wont to fill in the country: in 
a word, they muſt ceaſe to form a diſtin claſs in the community, 
where two orders only would henceforward be diſcoverable ; that 
of the eminently wealthy, and of the miſerably indigent. More- 


over, by forcing ſo large a ſum of money out of the pockets of indi- 


viduals within the year, perſons in general would be under the ne- 
ceſſity of practiſing the moſt rigid ſyſtem of economy, which, by 
diminiſhing conſumption, would injure manufactures, and conſe- 
quently leflen that revenue, from which the means of paying the 
public creditor are derived. Between theſe two evils, the evil of 
perſevering longer in the funded ſyſtem, and the evil of the preſent 
attempt to raiſe a great part of the ſupplies within the year, he 
could not well balance his mind ; and if, therefore, he had not other 
grounds for rejecting the preſent ee he ſhould feel himſelf at 
a loſs to decide what vote he ſhould give this night. Thoſe grounds 
it was now his duty to ſtate, that he might appear juſtified to the 
Houſe for oppoſing the bringing up of the report. 

He hoped he might be allowed to inquire, what would be the 
effect of making either expenditure, income, or property, the baſis 
of taxation. Tf expenditure be made the criterion, then the ava- 
ricious capitaliſt would not pay his due proportion, but the weight 


would fall on him who, in conſequence of having ſpent more than. 


he could well afford, was leaſt liable to ſupport it. If income be 
taken as the teſt, then the tax would operate with glaring inequa- 
lity. The man who had an income of 10001. per annum ariſing 
from capital, and the man who gained the ſame annual ſum by a 
profeſſion or by buſineſs, ſurely ought not to be aſſeſſed in the ſame 
degree. If two merchants had each a thouſand a year from their 
commerce, they ought not to be taxed alike : becauſe the one 
might be obliged to apply a greater proportion of his income than 
the other,. to the repair of buildings, or machinery. If property 
enly be taxed, it might be argued, that thoſe who had the greateſt 
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property might not have the greateſt income ; and that the neceſſary 
_ expenditure of two perſons, who had equal property, might be very 
different. On theſe grounds he could not bring himſelf to believe, 
that either property, income, or expenditure, ſhould ſolely and ex- 
cluſively be taxed ; ſuch a baſis of taxation would, in his opinion, 
be highly unjuſtifiable ; and the moſt unexceptionable one that 
conld be laid, ought to be formed out of a combination of the 
whole three. The individual ſhould be rated according to the 
Property he poſſeſſed, the income it produced, and the degree of ex- 
penditure, which his ſituation in life, the ſize of his ih, or other 
conſiderations, might demand. 

Beſides the objection he had already offered to a tax upon in- 
come, he had others extremely ſtrong and forcible: it was a tax 
which would ſtrike with peculiar force at induſtry and the fruits 
of induſtry, while indolence was left untouched and encouraged— 
and what muſt be the natural conſequence of this diſcouragement of 
induſtry? Does it nat tend to weaken that elaſticity, and relax 
_ thoſe ſprings which give lite and activity to every branch of trade, 
cammerce, agriculture, &c. &c.? The merchant is accuſtomed 
annually to convert a part of his profits into capital. If the tax- 
gatherers call for a portion of thoſe profits, be muſt devote leſs to 
the increaſe of his reproductive ſtock. Thus the Progreſs of our 
trade would be obſtructed. There was a paſlage in Sir James 
Steuart's celebrated work on Political Economy ſo appropriate; and 
at the ſame time ſo very ſhort, that he hoped he might be permitted 
to read it. © As to the pure profits on trade,” ſays that eminent 
writer, “although they appear to be income, yet I conſider them 
rather as ſtock, and therefore they ought not to be taxed. They 
reſemble the annual ſhoots of a tree, which augment the maſs of 
it ; but are very different from the ſeed, or fruit, which is annually 
produced, and is annually ſeparated from it.” Theſe ſhoots the 
Miniſter was now lopping, and thus the growth of the tree would 
be checked: a few ycars hence he would probably cut down the 
tree, that he might the more cafily lay his hand upon the fruit. 
Such were a few of the objections which preſſed upon his mind 
2gainſt the principle of the propoſed tax, and they appeared to him 
inſuperable. 

Mr. Hobhouſe farther ſaid, that he had not Rated this tax to be 
a violation of the public faith to the ſtockholder, becauſe he did not 
view it in that light. Undoubtedly there was a clauſe in all the 
loan, acts, ſecuring to the public creditor.his dividends © free from 
all. taxes, charges, and .impofitions whatever.” But from the mo- 
ment the money had found its way into the pocket of the ſtock- 
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holder, from that moment it became liable to taxation. He would 
put a caſe. Suppoſe a perſon had an income entirely derived from 
the ſtocks, an income upon which he ſupported a handſome houſe, 
carriage, &c. 
be taxed, becauſe they conſiſted of dividends arifing out of the 
public funds, it- would follow that ſuch perſon ought not to pay the 
tax for his carriage, or for any of the articles of conſumption. 
Neither had he infiſted upon another caſe, namely, that all perſons 
from 200l. per annum and upwards ſhould pay a tenth part. 
Surely it was upon the face of it the moſt flagrant injuſtice to take 
rol. per cent. from the man who poſſeſſed but 200l. per annum, 
while he, who rioted in the enjoyment of 40,0001. yearly income, 
paid no more. He ſhould not, however, preſs this matter now, 
becauſe in the Committee an aſcending ſcale might be propoſed, and, 

he hoped, adopted, 

With reſpe& to the mode of levying this tax, he wiſhed to ob- 
tain ſome information. He begged to know whether the com- 
miſſioners, employed in ſettling the aſſeſſment, were to have a 
poundage, or a ſtipend, like the commiſſioners for the redemption 


of the land tax, out of, and proportionate to, the ſum collected. 


This would undoubtedly a& as a ſtimulus upon the minds even of 
the reſpectable perſons who were to be ſelected for that purpoſe, to 
force up the tax to the higheft amount. 
muſt it be for him, or for any man, who thought himſelf ſur- 
charged, to lay open his property even to a commiſſioner of the 
higheſt honour and character! In this light ſurely the meaſure was 
cruel and oppreſſive, and carried with it all the hideous teatures of 
a requiſition. 

As to the productiveneſs of this new financial project, he would 
not heſitate to ſay, that it was calculated, in ſome reſpects. to bring 
in more than the late act for augmenting the aſſeſſed taxes. Many 
perſons, who did not under that act pay a tenth, becauſe they were 
not rated to that amount, would now become liable to pay the full 
tenth of their ineomes. Beſides, as the oath of the parties was not 
to be final and concluſive, but the door was to be left open to far- 
ther inquiry, ſo many would not run the riſque of committing 
perjury. But whatever the right honourable gentleman may think, 
methods may be found, in many caſes, of defeating the operation of 
the new ſcheme. Suppoſe a perſon to have an eſtate which is 
mortgaged, and to follow a profeſſion - he now pays the intereſt due 


to the mortgagee out of the rent of his land, and lives upon the re- 


mainder joined to the profits of his profeſſion—when this bill is 


paſſed he will ſay, I will contract oy expences, and live upon the 
Yor. VII. | 


If it were argued that ſuch incomes ought not to 
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profits of my profeſſion merely, and place my eſtate in the hands 
of truſtees, with a power to devote the whole rent, not only to the 
payment of the accruing intereſt, but to the gradual reduction of 


my capital. By thus reducing his income, he is leſs affected by 
the tax. 


diſcharging his debts ? 

Mr. Hobhouſe, before he concluded, begged to ſay a few words 
on the uſes to which the millions, propoſed to be raiſed by this 
tax, were to be applied: it was for the continuance of what was 
called a juf? and neceſſary war. On the propriety of theſe epithets, he 
had long ſince expreſſed his opinion to the Houſe ; and when a 
proper opportunity was afforded, he ſhould again ſtate, that he con- 
ſidered the war, in its origin, as unjuſt, as unneceſſary, and as an 
act of aggreſſion on our part; and that many opportunities had 
been loſt of bringing it to a fortunate concluſion. But ſuppoſing it 
certain that the war could not now be terminated, it was to be car- 
ried on, he ſaw, upon a plan the moſt expenſive and the moſt un- 
wiſe : we were not only to ſubſidize foreign powers, but alſo to 
| ſend over bodies of our troops to co-operate in their military expe- 
ditions. He was ſorry to be compelled to uſe a ſtrong and coarſe 
expreſſion, but really he did not expect to hear any thing ſo abſurd 
from Miniſters as, that after the fatal experience and fatal fruits of 
all their errors, they would now propoſe ſo monſtrous a ſcheme of 
taxation, and that merely to gratify the Quixotiſm ef delivering 
Europe from the yoke of France. 

For theſe reaſons he ſhould oppoſe the bringing up of the 
report. 

Mr. C. W. TAYLOR ſaid it went to propoſe a tax upon in- 
come, and the obvious operation of ſuch a tax, muſt lead to an in- 
quiry and expoſure of the ſtate of each perſon's income; it was his 
opinion that this inquiry ſhould take place before the bill went to 
be put in force ; the appointed period for which he underſtood to be 
the 5th of April next. He would ſubmit to the Houſe the pro- 
priety of appointing the Commiſſioners immediately, that they 
might receive the ſtatements which the bill went afterwards to re- 
quire, and ſuch voluntary declarations of income, as merchants par- 
ticularly would be inclined to make before any inquiry was inſti- 
futed ; for merchants would doubtleſs agree even to larger ſums 
from their own voluntary impulſe, rather than after inquiry perhaps 
to be compelled to expoſe their books. The plan, in his opinion, 
was a good one, and it was but juſtice to the ſtockholder, to make 
every exertion to raiſe the funds. The ſtockholders ought princi- 
pally to be conſidered, for in the ſixth year of the war, the price of 

| a | 


Is he not free to chuſe whatever method he pleaſes of | 
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land continued as high as. ever, while the ſtockholder, at many 


periods of it, had loſt near one half of his property. The ſtock- 
holder was often compelled to ſell out ſtock at any price, for the 
purpoſes, for example, of paying legacies, marriage portions, &c. 
Thus he may be under the neceſſity of ſelling at 53, or perhaps 
4.4, what he bought in at 98 ; while the landholder now may re- 
ceive as high a price as at the commencement of the war. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that there would be no 
delay in appointing the Commiſſioners, and as to voluntary decla- 
rations of income, there would be a clauſe in the bill for admitting 
them. 

Mr. JONES was a friend to the principle of the meaſure, but 
he feared its execution would involve many difficulties and incon- 
veniences. He indeed laſt year had the honour of ſuggeſting a 
ſimilar meaſure ; but notwithſtanding the brilliant ſpeech which ſtill 
vibrated in his ear, and in which the right honourable gentleman 
had opened his plan and avowed the generous deſign of ſuccouring 
oppreſſed Europe, yet he could not bind himſelf to vote for the mea- 
ſure, ſhould the Commiſſioners be armed with any power to trench 
in the leaſt on the privileges of the people of England. He never 
liked any thing that looked like an Inquiſition. Theory and prac- 


tice were well known to be often at variance, and though he ap- 


proved the principle of the meaſure propoſed, yet he would not be 
bound to adopt it if its execution gave riſe to the difficulties which 
he foreboded. At all events he truſted that a full and fairer 
diſcuſſion would be given to it than to the meaſure of the land tax 
laſt year. 

Mr. BUXTON lamented to have heard ſuch harſh terms applied 
to the meaſure now propoſed by his right honourable friend; it by 
no means called for, nor juſtified them; nor were the other obſer- 


vations that were thrown out by any means applicable to the queſ- 


tion before the Houſe, which was merely, that the report be now 
brought up. He heard much ſtreſs laid upon the words inquiſi- 
torial power ; for his part, he could not fee the meaſure in that 
light—on the contrary, he looked upon it as a plan as fair and 
candid as a Chancellor of the Exchequer could propoſe. 'T hoſe 
who were to ſuperintend its execution were alſo of the moſt unex- 
ceptionable character. They were to be drawn from that deſcription 
of perſons to whom are entruſted the execution of our civil and cri- 
minal laws It was not therefore to be ſuppoſed that men of the 
firſt conſequence in the country would lend their counjenance and 
co-operation to a meaſure that deſerved to be branded with the 
epithets which ſome gentlemen had thought proper to indulge in. 
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As to the difficulties attending it, they would not be found greater 
than thoſe which at all times embarraſſed meaſures of ſuch various 
and comprehenſive operation. He laſt year propoſed, that if a tax 
was to be laid upon land, a tax alſo ſhould be laid on income of 
every ſort. It was his wiſh to ſee all property equally intereſted in 
the defence of the country, and equally to contribute towards the 
protection it received Was not this the object of the meaſure now 
propoſed, and why reſiſt it, unleſs a fairer and more effectual one 
can be ſubſtituted in its ſtead? He was as ſteady a friend as any 


Member of that Houſe to the real liberties of the country, and - 


thoſe who were friends to theſe liberties, ſhould not grumble at ſa- 
crificing à few of their comforts in order to protect and ſecure them. 
It is objected to the meaſure that its object is to continue during the 
war, and that it was intended to ſubfidize foreign powers, in order 
to gain their co-operation againſt the common enemy. This, in 
his eyes, was no objection ; on the contrary, he was bold to ſay, 
that no Miniſter ſhould be permitted to remain in power in this 
country, who was not watchful in procuring and maintaining ſuch 
continental connections: for this iſland, however proudly ſome gen- 
tlemen may be inclined to ſpeak of its ſufficiency, is and muſt be 
connected with Europe; and if any Miniſter neglected to keep up 
that connection by every poſſible means, he ſhould be pronounced 
guilty of high treaſon, and puniſhed for his guilt. If the powers on 
the Continent want money, the Miniſter would not be a true friend 
to his country if he did not endeavour to ſupply them. He truſted, 
therefore, that he would have the ſpirit to do ſo, and that nothing 
would be left untried to make all Europe, to a man, riſe up and op- 
poſe the profligate ambition of an enemy that knows not where to 
ſtop, till he tramples upon the liberty and independence of the 
world. 

Mr. JONES explained, and ſaid that he had not the leaſt ob- 
jection to the prineiple of the meaſure. 

The reſolutions were then read, agreed to, and a bill ordered to 
be brought in in purſuance of them. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDET T faid, that what * was about to 
ſtate would not, he truſted, detain the Houſe for any conſiderable 
time. The motion he was about to offer to the Houſe was ſo un- 
objeQionable in itſelf, that he did not believe the Houſe could ſee 


any impropriety whatever in it; and he rather thought that His Ma- 


jeſty's Miniſters themſelves would accede to it. He ſhould. there- 
fore read it ;—< That there be laid before this Houſe a liſt of the 
names of all the priſoners confined under the act of the 38th of 
his preſent Majeſty, entitled An act to empower His Majeſty to 
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zcure and detain ſuch perſons as he ſhall ſuſpect to be conſpiring 


againſt, his perſon and government, together with the names of the 
priſons in which ſuch perſons are confined.” 


He then ſaid he ſhould not preſs this motion now, if he was 
given to underſtand there was the leaſt objeQion to it; he ſhould, 
in that caſe, bring it forward on ſome future day. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid the honourable Baronet had done 
rightly when he determined to take time before he made this mo- 
tion, if it was objected to; it certainly was not a motion of courſe, 
and therefore the honourable Baronet would now take an opportu- 
nity of naming ſome day for the diſcuſſion of it. 

The motion was then appointed for Monday. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR moved the other order of the 
day, which was to take into conſideration four reſolutions of the 
Committee of Supply upon the army eſtimates. 

The Houſe proceeded to conſider the reſolutions. 

On reading that which relates to the ſupplementary militia, 

Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL faid, there were ſome com- 
plaints upon this branch of the public ſervice in that part of the 
country in which he lived. The expence was ſuch that the peo- 
ple could not ſupport it. There was a great difficulty in procuring 
ſubſtitutes, and when procured, they deſerted very frequently. This 
became a very troubleſome buſineſs to that part of the country. 
He wiſhed Miniſters to take it into conſideration, and endeavour 
to find out ſome relief. 


Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, he did not know of any 


particular grievance that belonged to one part of the country more 


than another in this particular. If the noble Lord had any thing 
to ſuggeſt by way of remedy, he ſhould be happy to hear it. In- 
quiry might, perhaps, lead to ſome ſuggeſtions for remedies, but 
until ſomething of that kind took place, he knew of nothing that 
could be done. 

The reſolution was then put and carried. 


Wedneſday, December 5. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT brought in a bill for repealing the aſ- 
ſeſſed taxes of laſt year, and impoſing, inſtead thereof, a new duty 
upon income ; which was read a firſt time. 

On the motion that it be read a ſecond time to-morrow, 
Sir ROBERT CLAYTON faid his object was not to ſupport 
men but meaſures. If he had been in the Houſe the other night, 
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he ſhould not have agreed with a certain Baronet in the propriety 
of reducing the number of ſeamen; he thought ſuch a meaſure 
would by no means have been right. If it had not been for the 
navy, we ſhould not be in the fituation we now were. While we 
had ſuch a navy, we had nothing to fear from invaſion, notwith- 
ſtanding the flights of a noble Lord in the other Houſe [Here he 
was called to order]. He wiſhed the public money to be advanced 
for the navy, but he did not much approve of giving it to the army. 
He never would give his conſent to continental connections, nor to 
any loans to foreign Princes—he did not like ſuch ſyſtems. He 
was againſt Mr. Pitt, and for Mr. Fox | Cries of order, and the 
Speaker ſignified it was improper to mention names]. He meant 
that perſon. He wiſhed that another perſon would attend N 
ment; he wiſhed that Mr. Fox | Here he was called to order |. 

was faid they could not turn Miniſters out ; true, it was ro? hg 
The Oppoſition oppoſed Lord North for ſeven years ; but if they 
had not attended and ſucceeded, they never would have turned him 
out. He was of opinion that the preſent Miniſters miſconducted 
the public affairs, and if a wiſer policy was not adopted, he was 
afraid we ſhould loſe Ireland as we loſt America. He was againſt 
the plan of the aſſeſſed taxes; but he did not ſwear off, but paid 
them. He believed, however, that much perjury had been com- 
mitted in conſequence of theſe aſſeſſments. He was no orator, and 
knew not how to ſpeak to advantage; but his conſcience dictated he 


(Commons, 


| ought to ſpeak. He was againſt this tax upon income; he was againſt 
_ laying open all the accounts of the trader, the merchant, and the 


banker ; it was to him a dreadful thought. But, if it muſt go on, 
he hoped ſomebody would propoſe that only 10 per cent. ſhould at- 
tach on 5o00l. a year, and 20 per cent upon a thouſand, and ad- 
vance the rate as we go upwards. If placemen and penfioners 
ſhould ſupport that plan, then he would ſay they were good Stateſ- 
men. With regard to the right honourable gentleman, he owned 
he was a very lucky Miniſter : for he never had to open a ſeſſion 
but ſome ſucceſſes had juſt previouſly occurred to his advantage. 
Indeed the preſent Miniſter reminded him of a Cat ; for toſs and 
throw him as you will, he always lights upon his feet ; he is always 
upon his legs : he begged pardon, but he wiſhed to declare his pub- 
lie opinion; he thought the country in ſuch a ſituation that every 
honeſt, independant man ought to come forward and deliver his opi- 
nion. He ſhould oppoſe this meaſure in every ſtage; but if the 
Houſe ſhould be determined to go on with it, he ſhould have a 


| clauſe to propoſe relative to all places and penſions. when the bill 


came into the Committee. 
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The bill was then read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time to-morrow. 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR hoped that the right honourable gentle- 


man would alter his determination to commit the bill upon Friday, 


becauſe he wiſhed the Houſe to be called over upon this day fortnight. 
Upon all great occaſions, it had been the uſual practice to move a 
call of the Houſe, for enforeing a fuller attendance; and if that had 
been done upon former occaſions, it could hardly be ſucceſsfully re- 
ſiſted in the preſent, when ſuch a variety of important conſiderations 
was involved. For a century paſt we have been accuſtomed to 
raiſe the extraordinary ſums that were neceſſary, through the me- 
dium of the funding ſyſtem ; that plan had been p for above 
a century with ſucceſs. A new ſyſtem had been adopted now; and 
ſo far was it from being brought to perfection, that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had been under the neceſſity of propoſing the 
repeal of the firſt attempt towards it. Under theſe circumſtances, 
he entertained a conſiderable degree of jealouſy and apprehenſion. 
It occurred to him alſo, that the preſent meaſure might occaſion a 
nice and delicate diſcuſſion, which would require the united wiſdom 
of the Houſe. Among the queſtions to be diſcuſſed, would be the 


propriety of increaſing the ſcale according to the wealth and in- 


comes of parties. He was apprehenſive alſo of the effect of this 
tax upon the funds ; and of the operation of it upon the property 
of Britiſh ſubjects, who were reſident in this country, but whoſe 
property was ſituated in foreign parts. If, to the load of taxes 
which the people had to bear, there was to be added this diſcloſure 
of a man's circumſtances, he was afraid that it would encourage a 
ſpirit of emigration. The income of the country had been ſtated 
at 100,000,000l. But gentlemen ſeemed to forget, that out of 


that ſum we paid thirty millions for taxes; the only free expendi- 


ture, therefore, was ſeventy millions ; and that was to be reduced 
by the preſent meaſure to ſixty millions. Beſides, it was juſtly to 
be feared that the plan would tend to reduce the amount of the per- 
manent taxes of the country; it would alſo increaſe the prices of 
the neceſſaries of life; and though many of thoſe neceffaries were, 
fortunately, at preſent low, yet others were ſo high, as to affect in a 
great degree the comforts of the people. He thought, therefore, 
that there ought to be a full aſſemblage of the repreſentatives of 
the people, becauſe by the united talents and wiſdom of the Houſe, 
ſame other meaſure might be deviſed which would anſwer the pur- 
poſes more effectually than the preſent; or if no ſuch meaſure 


could be found out, that their attendance would render the plan 


leſs exceptionable than it was at preſent. On theſe grounds he 
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ſubmitted the propriety of a call of the Houſe, on Friday ſe'nnight, 
or on this day fortnight, in order that the people might be ſatisfied 
that the ſubje& had undergone the fulleſt diſcuſſion. He had only 
to add, that if in the courſe of ſuch full diſcuſſion, the objeCions 
which he had (tated ſhould be removed, and if it ſhould be proved 
that no better meaſure could be produced, he was ſuch a friend to 
his country and its intereſts, that he would then wave any farther 
oppolition to the preſent plan. He concluded by moving, that this 
Houſe be called over on this' day fortnight. 

Mr. TYRWHITT could not fee any reaſon for a call of the 


Houſe, as ſuch a full attendance had taken place on the day upon 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had opened his plan; he 
could not but ſuppoſe that the debates upon the bill would alſo be 
fully attended. He therefore was againſt the compulſory mode 

of enforcing a call of the Houſe. 
Mr. MARTIN was againſt the motion. He had long thought 
that if thoſe who did not attend the Houſe were to be made to at. 
tend, the Houſe would not profit much by their attendance. He 
did not mean to allude to any particular perſons, but to men of all 
parties, who having no buſineſs in the country, and being employed 
upon nothing but idle amuſements, ſo groſsly neglected their duty. 
He was only ſurpriſed that the conſtituents who bad elected them 
did not enforce their attendance in Parliament. 

The motion for the call was negatived. 


Thurſday, December 6. 


Mr, Chancellor PITT moved, that the act of laſt ſeſſion, for 
the ſale and redemption of the land tax, be now read. 

The act being read accordingly, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was his intention now to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to render the ſaid act more effec- 
tual, and to give greater facility to the execution of its proviſions. 
This additional facility was in the firſt inſtance the object of the 
new bill; but among the intended regulations one of the firſt 
would he to allow an extenſion of the time now limited for the 
redemption. He likewiſe thought it adviſeable to make certain 
proviſions for enabling perſons to make contracts in ſums of 
money for the redemption of the tax. There were alſo perſons 


who poſſeſſed eſtates in different. counties, and by the laſt bill ſuch 
perſons were enabled to charge their property in one county, in order 
This point, in his mind, 


to redeem Weir land tax in another. 
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involved no difficulty, but it ſtill gave rife to ſome objections among 
the Commiſſioners, which he was now deſirous to remove. It was 
another leading object of the new bill to make certain regulations 
reſpeRing eccleſiaſtical property, and perſons poſſeſſing property de- 
viſed for lives and on long terms, and who had no claim to the 
ſame benefits as perſons enjoying entailed eſtates ; he doubted not 
but a mode might be deviſed of extending the advantages of the act 
to all ſuch perſons. Some objections alſo had ariſen reſpecting the 
inequality of aſſeſſments in different pariſhes ; it was even ſuppoſed, 
and perhaps upon juſt grounds, that there exiſted ſome inequality in 
the aſſeſſments of different pariſhes—that ſome perſons had been 
over- rated might be true; it was therefore his wiſh to allow them a 
pro rata reduction, in confideration of their being ſo over-rated. In 
ſuch caſes alſo where a re- aſſeſſment had taken place, he intended to 
propoſe that ſuch perſons as had redeemed their land tax, ſhould not 


be liable to any additional aſſeſſment. There were many other 


points upon which he would not at preſent detain the Houſe; but 
he deemed it his duty to ſtate the principal outlines, that gentlemen 
might turn them in their mind, and aſſiſt him by their obſervations. 

This, he truſted, they would be ſoon able to do, becauſe he felt 
exceedingly deſirous to expedite the meaſure, on account of the great 
avidity that manifeſted itſelf in every corner of the country to par- 
take of the advantages which the act held out. There might, in- 
deed, remain ſome doubts upon point of detail, but thefe he ex- 
pected would be fully cleared away by the proviſions of the new 
at. Whatever might have been the greater doubts and greater 
objeQions, that ſome had at firſt raiſed againſt the meaſure, he was 
happy to be able to ſay that ſuch doubts and objections would ſoon 
appear to have been wholly unfounded, for the ſucceſs, he could 
boldly aſſert, had far exceeded his moſt ſanguine expectations. He 
then concluded by moving for leave to bring in a bill, to enlarge 
the time limited for the redemption of the land-tax, and to explain 
and amend the proviſions of the bill introduced laſt ſeſſtion for that 
purpoſe. 

Mr. T. T. JONES faid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the motion 
made by the right honourable gentleman, eſpecially if the mea- 
ſure he had in contemplation was, as the right honourable gentleman 
intimated, ſo palatable to the public. But that alterations and 
amendments ſhould be neceſſary to it, he was not at all ſurpriſed ; 
tor he could not forget the precipitancy with which the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ied the land- tax bill through the Houſe laſt 
year, notwithſtanding the earneſt ſolicitations of many reſpectable gen- 
tlemen that farther time might be allowed for a mature examination 
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of its various and complicated clauſes. He was ſorry to uſe any 
thing like offenſive or harſh expreſſions, but he could not help ſay- 
ing that it was a ſevere reflection on the right honourable gentle- 
man not to have attended more patiently to the ſolicitations of the 
Houſe upon that occaſion ; it might be ſaid that a few alterations 
would render the bill acceptable, but, in his opinion, no alterations 
could remove what was objeQtionable in it. We had it from 
high authority, that the meaſure had already been produQtive of the 
happieſt conſequences, yet we are now told that the bill cannot go 
on as it now ſtands. Indeed he felt ſo much and ſo keenly for the 
landed intereſt, that he could not but conſider the preſent meaſure 
as a blow aimed at it in favour of the monied intereſt, nor could 
he help adopting the opinion and the words of an honourable Mem- 
ber, that between the landed and the monied intereſt, property was 
about to change hands. The meaſure he always looked upon as 
iniquitous, and if no more competent Member than himſelf would 
take it up, he ſhould feel it incumbent upon himſelf to make an 


effort that an act of juitice might be done to the landed proprietors ; 


for the meaſure now propoſed he had no heſitation in denominating, 
the Child of inordinate Paver. 7 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T was not more ſurpriſed at the aſperity 
of language ufed by the honourable gentleman, than at the in- 
coherency of his arguments. It appeared from what he advanced, 
that the honourable gentleman had as little attended to the original 
| proviſions of the act, as to the beneficial effects it had produced 
throughout the country. What was now propoſed was merely 
ſome few ſubordinate proviſions for facilitating the execution of the 
aQ, and for extending its benefits by a wider operation. Contrary 
to the aſſertion of the honourable gentleman, he not only did not 
ſay that the bill could not go on, but he had expreſsly aſſerted, that 
it had already been attended with very great benefits, and thoſe 
even ſuch as had far exceeded his moſt ſanguine expectations. 
How true, how correct, how diipaſſionate were the honourable gen- 
tleman's obſervations, he would freely leave it to his cooler reflec- 


tion to conſider. The honourable gentl :man talks of ſome meaſure - 


of juſtice towards the landed intereſt. This again was ſtrong lan- 
guage ; but he was happy to ſay that there was no call for any ſuch 
meaſure ; for in ſpite of the objections and oppoſition of the honour- 
able gentleman, and of a few of his friends, and in ſpite of the cla- 
mour that had been ſo induſtriouſiy raiſed againſt the meaſure, it 
would abundantly appear that it had proved not only beneficial to 
the country at large, but particularly advantageous to the landed 
intereſt. The bill, in its paſſage through the Houſe laſt ſeſſion, 
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had undergone many weeks diſcuſſion; there was no ſtage of it in 
which its principle or its proviſions were not oppoſed, he would not 
ſay by trite or frivolous arguments, for many of thoſe that. were 
urged were the reſult of calm judgement and cool conſideration ; 
yet this is the bill which the honourable gentleman contends was 
hurried through the Houſe with unbecoming precipitancy. The 
honourable gentleman. is alſo pleafed to ftile it an act of power: 


and moſt unqueſtionably with great propriety, for it was an act of 


the Legiſlature, and he truſted that acts of the Legiſlative would 


long prove to be acts of power. Nor did he conceive it fo ſevere 


a reflection upon his conduct as the honourable geutleman ſeemed 
diſpoſed to infinuate : that he ſhould have preferred the general opi- 
nion of the Houſe to that of the honourable gentleman and ſome few 


of his friends, and that he was leſs ſwayed by their ſolicitations 


than by the well-founded arguments of thoſe who framed and ſup- 


ported the bill. As to his not foreſeeing the neceſſity of the bill 


being altered and amended, that was a reflection which he was not 
anxious to ward off. It was not merely the fault of his foreſight, 
but was alſo a reflection upon the foreſight of the ableſt law autho- 
rities in the kingdom, who never pretended, much leſs did he pre- 
tend, to attain complete perfection at once, eſpecially in a meaſure 
ſo various, ſo complicated and ſo extenſive. He had now been 
twelve or fourteen years endeavouring to bring forward meaſures of 
that nature, and he was not aſhamed to confeſs that the firſt ſpeci- 
mens of his ſchemes were not as correct and perfect as farther in- 
quiry, and more minute inveſtigation, might have rendered them. 
Of moſt of his financial plans he could ſay the ſame, but he truſted 
that by perſeverance and attention he had brought them to ſome- 
thing like perfection. He did not therefore feel the leaſt hurt at 
not being ſuppoſed to have in the firſt inſtance made a bill more cor- 
rect and perfect, that was to be framed out of new, difficult and 
intricate matter. As often as he was cenſured for his endeavours 
to correct his meaſures, ſo often ſhould he receive ſuch cenſures as 
compliments. | 


Mr. JONES explained, and contended that the gentlemen who . 


had formerly divided with him againſt the bill, had always urged 
againſt: it the beſt founded arguments. 

Mr. BURDON was fo far from expecting the bill ſhould have 
met with no obſtacles, - that it appeared to him ſurprizing it ſhould 


haveiproved-f6 pra ꝗieable in the very outſet. He could not there- 


ſore but applaud the wiſdom of his right honourable friend in adopt- 

ing ſuch alterations as would give additional facility to the execu- 

tion of its proviſions, by which the country had already been ſo ma- 
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terially benefited. But he principally roſe to expreſs a wiſh, that 
whatever amendments were neceſſary to the bill, might be intro- 
duced as ſpeedily as poſſible, and he particularly approved of that 
which extended the time of payment—-here he wiſhed as much 
latitude might be given as poſſible for ſuch payments, as if made in 
ſtock, he would think it more adviſable. In the progreſs of the 
bill he hoped there would be introduced a clauſe to ſettle the teſt of 
freeholders at elections, which at prefent was a point that ſeemed to 
remain undecided. Upon the whole he was ſatisfied that the bill 
would not appear to have had in view the obje& which ſome gen- 
tlemen pretended to give it, namely, to ſerve certain political pur- 
poſes ; but that it would be clearly demonſtrated, eſpecially when it 
was duly amended, that its operation would tend to the general 
good of the country—in that light it ſhould have his moſt cordial 
ſupport. 


The motion was then put, and leave accordingly given to bring 
in the bill. „„ 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, he wiſhed to ſubmit a motion to 
the Houſe, to which he could not think that His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters would make the leaſt objection. Its object was to get infor- 
mation why the charge in the army eſtimates for ſtaff officers ſhould 
have ſo far exceeded that of laſt year. 1 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T did not object to the motion: but ſaid, 
that before the papers were laid before the Houſe, he could ſatify 
the honourable gentleman's curioſity, by informing him, that as laſt 
year a very conſiderable body of the Supplementary Militia had 
been called out into actual ſervice, it was natural that a proportion- 
able augmentation ſhould have taken place in the number of ſtaff 
rofficers. 5 | EPS 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR then moved, * that there be laid before 
this Houſe a return of the General and Staff Officers now ſerving 
within Great Britain, diſtinguiſhing the ranks of the different offi- 
- cers, ſpecifying the diviſions of the kingdom where they are now 
ſerving, and ſhewing the amount of pay received by each officer,” 
which was ordered, 


4. 


An ACCOUNT of the TOTAL NET PRODUCE of the TAXES for ONE YEAR, ended the toth Day of 


And alfo diſtinguiſhing the DUTIES impoſed in 1793, 1794, 1795, 
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— 211 ADuονũ 49139] Paxepiozuo 
2 R $ 161 o © 991 ⁵68 o Oo roi, o © 89 E F oi —— ro 
2 0 0 vie%a 78 91 Ly659 711 1 C6679 „ 01 Srl x. 1 fgh*f — — — geo 
Ft £1 918 %0 1 fo 5 Fos“ zr 6 gSo'fs jig “ 665'g / - - oy as 
S „ 1 © 9 ii o o L06⁵c 0 ©, 9391 — — — $1d1999Yf 
< : £- 9g glo'lSs E 9 - $5804 oO o $6$«1L 6...0- Fay o o tgrfol — _$23e2111499 19pmod-arerf 
- G6 -g o$o%g6 6 g L1%1£E Q © 95 ie 0 0. 2511 o O 11852 [|— — d $ajnpd ding 
9 81 LLʃ¹19 £ gr 268˙3 o O ole o O bpl6g o O 994g — — :.— due 
2 0.0 ie: o o 965 ˙9 o O 600 o © door o 0 209 — — — £090 
; o o Cggis . o o 26 6 © 70 8 0 "ELF _ _ — S100 A8 
o © 85646638? o o reer e O GLovrfr o © S9LgfoL . — — — SQUIAA 
e O lee [+ o Site oO © 61682 o o G6by<©of o Oo  Fiz'gt — — op ug 
0 O 179g o o 05544 o © gs genie o Oo Sens 6 0 194K — — nuch unn 
„ 7. „ „ *f pon oF. p 5 7 Dp * 7 SIL ouuy od SALLAC 


aer 


DEBATES. 
| e Aon N 


e 


* S 1 = — 


be _— 


nan 2 gs 


. + 


Fs PA 


8 — — N DIED — 
* 92 7 pod LE x x 
— . — * - cy er — 22 


— — —— * - 


11 SLO 26 ⁰ 


SU 


8 g06'6g 
$ 5 9lggn 


ooo 2 


6916 


ooo 


1 
116⁵6 
198% 
888781 
S6 


Go Se 
911681 
816˙88 
988 
968788 
8 


858 


7 of egi 


+1 682869 7 


O 


| 


— -— A{(woyng) up 


noe OO oO 

— 
o O O o 
0 0 o oo 


— 
N 


* 
2 


it UW 


— — uso nirdg 
1eanj jo uonr11odxo oi uo 
rep 2y1 wo UOTINnP | 
o aq Jo 2uno99euO oi ꝗnd 
21}1 01 ay lenuun poind 
-wo2 ay Sus fwoyns 
pajepropuo 30 ino ue. 
— 47 uo oper 10) 


pour Molle oi Juronpax Aq 


Zurauj jenuue poinduioↄ ij], 
— — nuubéo 10d 01 
— — — 8800 


— „ sajioq uo Ainp sz 
Oonp om oanp *S2efF 
Ms — - pizaoge 


8 aonpoid oder jenuur 
on Juratogoz lor spονε e 


— x 
— Ssoduo df „ Sorop-u⁴õh²ñ¼i 


— — — ooo qo 1, 


— — — - $f 


* 


9641 ouuy oad SꝗLL MG 


U-2 


| *82%1 ouuv od SꝗAIL LG 


F 12 oy". oF | P or 2 17 TT. 


2 —ͤ—ü— —— ——— — — —ͤ—f¶—̃äß—v——j%ö—sQS——— — — — 
8 Zz 61 6gh*Fof*r | 11 gr 646}, FI Li 170089 75 L 6188 fe 91 818128 f 
© e o gry 9 © Jof't - o © ogb'z — — — = — — — 10 
= © o 08221 o © doo eg 9 8 os — — 1 — — [— — $2297 undg | 
„ Helles | © ©: 198%3 © © . 1999+ o © 198719 o O is g — I og SE yu 
| 19d *[ooofor pur 5195 S 
| zo sum fear on Sur 
ö -A Ji *Aauow 12119] 
— pazepipopuoo ayz zo snjdang 
* o g 2 — — „ © — — 0 
< oO 0 og6%g o © ole o © of1%9 o © O01 — — — — nurse eff, 
o o oibty o © 069˙ o O Oi o O oc o © 009 — — — _$ynof 
2 o o o o o Ogzꝰg o o og o © ooof'z oO O oo — — S$2jaoy uo 4znp *$E 
S g 6 ꝛ err o © g o o 67145 o o 961,5 8 6 6gL*%9L — — — ; J. 
< e © Fe o o 5666 o o 189 o © Lobez o O zL6%1 — — 3 10 
2 L £1 197665 [for 11 899677 { o glos F dent 8 11 err — = — ang 
F ol g 7Toz'S1 0 0 Ivo o © zil%1 o o 65576 — — Fa auorosd 98218 
<Q. 0 © orga? oO © oo 1 o © orig o O oof*'z oO © oof — duden pur 810019 
0 o og 0 © FI? o © 8811 o © 61 = o o E191 — — — ooo) 
o Fr 656% T lo 51 g o o rg 9 o o tggtozi o O ggofSol — — — Spo 
0.0 $1Þ3+Þ 0 o g964%1 o o Fr o Oo Fg o o 169%11 — — __ -wonny 
© © Sieger: o O o005'6r o o Fel'gr o o oifof o © 11942 — — omp ug 
„ ee 90e iin o o rFog*tt£ © o gli — — und umi 
o o Sfgifhs lo o oofly o © Sion o © oog dr o © oer — — zuoo 12d · jio⁊ 
1 6 gl1i%gzi fr 61 9617 9 91 ogg'6z 5 81 z$ffor E11 þ1 $ÞL*g£ — — — dg 
0 a . 
= *Y *7 7 5 7 * 7 of | 7 1 7 7 * | - 2 9 7 161¹ ouuy oad SHLLACG 


S * ene — — 1 „ 2 7484 7 PIT "_—_ — t& . — 
„1 * r eee. eee. R n : 

„ * g . g 

, of S N 7 


* I» +. * Ef 
iN - wh So Ss +. > 
. Ben 8 
„ 


3 — 
— 


2 | 9 
S * * o " 3 
Gm c d 


- 2 2 EIFS. * TE . _ Bron g ns 4 p by > bs k , 

ST F - +2 Le 2 — Lg the NY "oy \ FINER * GW EDT Nr * — 3 = A = 
e 3 gow * => ey cre ane (= eee te Tx N r 7 8 i ER: * e 
rr — SON 8 8 * * IL OC Ss Go RE brig FIGS 1 „ — — ag PC 22 pt pas 

— nas . ; 3 , 8 — 225 2 2 <6 Ch | : 


4 (1 * 7 = _ 
* — > x * LU 2 - 4 : a 5 — a ns — 3 
* * R ——— N > OE, — - 72 — — 5 — 2 
5 5 1 n 1 — 28 * - : 8 e 1 2 * — * r A 


— — 
2 — - 
— 


—— 


—— — — — — 2 — o 


RN 
7 | 
NAH SIA SHINY [ *g5L1 5quanag yo Arp pe om 
*x19ubayx7 | 
2 6 1z9tolS'oz]f6 £ Lag E185 5 L1 140768158 £8 L 72$191590% 01 60. 990⸗ 24 
rl 21 6$2*5Þt | F £ eo + © O19 PL — — — — 864 
70 61 68 T FO“ | 11 gi 61ů6 r -L [£1 £Lr 1704s fre „ 671188 [EE 91 8187128 L6L1 
6 11 Ceot 651 [Fir gr 7684 2 or g5g*5EF | / Þr OFE*E6E [OOLE -- 
/ 6 9 L64*60ft1]5 S z 10*goÞ t err —jF6 —£1-634fffs —| £ g ogS*Svr or _ | 
7 201 z1 f F.o8 |£5 Ep1*7E Es 71 681 781 [fo 6 296161 fs E goofzbe 611 
= 6 © b o Oo rzgl*vE o o L19*79 @ e oO o b£64g+ £6L1 ouuy ond sohn, 
@ ZE g 116/90 [fo Li Trogg | 1 198˙919 lo o goliigh „ Lzgirss — 9$uapju jo [r10x, 
= 2 g1 o Toi £ 652 198˙8 [fi © orb'SELif fs 21 81818 | o1 © grfifiof | — — gsdueigs 
| | pur ok ©$woynyg 3o [r30 ,, 
0 | f 
CW ____ 
8 11 7771 e See [| 6 611 — — . 7 
o o cose o O oOo“ * e — — — — — — — ono 
o O (Sr 0 6 £30FF<- — _ _— _ — — — — — — i]. 
© © re HS © £68*T _ — — „„ — — $9ureaq jerrouiy 
8 11 6 õ,ẽ |þ £ 01658 þ 6 618°⁶ — — * = = — H m 
ws oF 71 * of „ [n+ 29 Fy * 7 8511 ouvy od g21.LAG 


—. 


| 
| 


150 


PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons, 


Friday, December 7. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up a bill to enlarge the time li- 
mited for the redemption of the land tax, and to amend the act for 
the ſale thereof, &c. which was read a firſt time. 

On the queſtion for the ſecond reading, 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſuggeſted the propriety of ſome delay 
in ſo important a matter as this. 

Right Honourable DUDLEY RYDER thought the propoſi- 
tion of the honourable Baronet a fingular one ; for this matter was 
amply diſcuſſed when it was before the Houſe laſt year; and this 


was only to give a facility to carrying into effect what Parliament 
had already approved; and fo, he believed, had the great bulk of 
the country. 


It was ſtrange if the Houſe wanted time to deter- 


mine whether its own intentions ſhould be carried into effect. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he propoſed the ſecond reading of 
this bill to-morrow ; and as he had no apprehenſion that the bufi- 
neſs of the Joan would on Monday occupy much time, he ſhould 
think it would be convenient to go into a Committee upon this bill 
on that day ; that, indeed, he confidered as the proper ſtage for 


the diſcuſſion : and as the honourable Baronet ſeemed to be totally 


ignorant of the contents, he ſhould propoſe that the bill be printed. 


Mr. HUSSEY wiſhed that this bill might meet as much diſ- 
patch as was conſiſtent with the nature of the thing; but could not 
help adverting to the expence with which it had been attended. 
He thought it his duty, as one of the repreſentatives of the People, 
He did not pretend to know the real 
ſtate of the caſe ; but he had heard that the expence already in- 
curred was not leſs than one million. 
ſlightly ; but if he was miſinformed, the Miniſter would correct 


to examine into that matter. 


him. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, if the plan which the bill was in- 
tended to enforce, had coſt the public the ſum alluded to by the 
honourable gentleman, it would have been cheaply purchaſed ; but 
he had not the moſt diſtant comprehenſion, or even gueſs, how ſuch, 
or any thing like ſuch, an expence could attend the execution of 
this act. He ſhould be glad to have ſome ſpecific information 


upon that matter. 
Mr. HUSSEY could not give the Miniſter the particulars. 


But had the right honourable gentleman x never heard of this, nor 


any thing like it ? 


He did not ſtate theſe things 
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Mr. Chancellor PIT T. Never. 


The bill was then ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow, 
and to be printed. 

Mr. Chancellor PI TT brought up a bill to continue, for a time 
to be limited, a bill to enable His Majeſty to accept of the ſervices 
of ſuch part of the militia as may voluntarily offer themſelves for 
ſervice in Ireland, &c,— Which was read a firſt time; and on the 
queſtion for the ſecond reading, 

Mr. TIERNEI ſaid, that he felt ſo much diſpoſed to give 
every poſſible credit and confidence to the noble Lord at the head 
of affairs in that country, that he was ready, as far as in him lay, 
to put any force whatever under the direction of that Noble Lord. 
But feeling that miſchief might have been done, and he was afraid 
that incalculable miſchief had been done in that country, he could 
not poſſibly ſupport this bill; and yet ſo ſituated were things there 
at this time, that he knew not how to oppoſe the meaſure now be- 
fore the Houſe. 

The bill was ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

The income bill being in a Committee of the whole Houſe, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that perhaps the Committee 
would diſpenſe with formalities in the preſent ſtage of this important 
proceeding, as the amendments ſhould be printed, and the bill be 
afterwards recommitted ; and that he propoſed to have the diſcuſ- 
ſton of the meaſure on the recommitment of the bill. 


The bill then, pro forma, paſſed the Committee, and the report 
was ordercd for to-morrow. | 


Saturday, December 8. 


Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that he had received 
from Sir Fohn Berlaſe Warren the following Letter, in return to the 
thanks of this Houſe, fignified to him by Mr. Speater, in obedience 
to their commands of the 21ſt day of Nvember laſt. 


SIR, Canada, Barn Pool, 6th December, 1798. 


beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 22d of 
November, inclgſing the Reſolution of thanks of the Honje of Crnmens. 

It is difficult for me to expreſs the ſenſe I entertain of the high hanour 
conferred upon me, ö y ſo auguſt an Aſſembly as the Houfe of Commons 
Great Britain, by their vate of thanks, and their approval ef my con- 
duct, with that of my Brother Officers, Seamen and Marines, on the 
I 21h October laſt; and which I have, in obedience t9 your com- 
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mands, communicated this day to the Meer and ſroera ſhips companie: 
that compoſed the ſquadron. | 

The greateſt encouragement that an officer can receive 10 a faithful 
diſcharge of his duty, is to obtain the goed opinion of his Country, ex- 
preſſed by their repreſentatives in Parliament aſſembled. 

Jam convinced that the officers and men, with whom I ated on the 
ubove day, as well as myſelf, avi!l continue to preſerve the moſt grateful 
remembrance of ſo high a diſtinction, to the lateſt hour of their lives: 
and we rely upon your goodneſs to make theſe ſentiments known to the 
Vonourable Houſe of Commons. 

7 take the liberty to return you, Sir, my beſt acknowledgements for the 
very polite manner in which you have been pleaſed to ſignify to me the 
thanks F the Houſe ; and alſo ts aſſure you that I feel moſt ſenſibly, the 
favourable light in which you are pleaſed to conſider thoſe events of ſer- 
vice in which I have been concerned fince the commencement «f the war, 
but more particularly in the defeat of the armament commanded by Men- 
freur Bompard ; as it may have been the means of preſerving Ireland 
frm the calamitous conſequences which foreign interference and invaſion 
might have produced in that country. 


I have the honour to remain, with the utmaſt reſpect, 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


JOHN BORLASE WARREN. 
The Right Fi:nourable 


HENRY ADDINGT 0N, 
Sc. fey ce 


Monday, December 10. 


General TARLET ON ſaid he held a petition in his hand from 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and Common Council of the town 
of Liverpool, praying that leave may be given to bring in a bill to 
improve and, extend the harbour of Liverpool. Tf this petition 
came only from a reſpectable commercial body, it would be entitled 
to the attention of the Houſe ; but when it was recolleRed that the 
town which he had the honour of repreſenting, had preſſed forward 


when the enemy threatened our ſhores, and evinced the: higheſt 


degree of public ſpirit, by putting the port of that borough into the 
beſt and moſt honourable Rate of ſecurity, ſcarce waiting for the 
permiſſion of the Legiſlature, it was with pleaſure that he embraced 
this opportunity of paying that juſt tribute to their public ſpirit, as 
well perſonal as pecuniary, as he believed he ſhould ſoon have an 
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opportunity of making up in his profeſſional line for loſt time, in his 
profeſſion, for the ſafety and honour of the country: - which peti- 
tion was then read, and referred to a Committee. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means, purſuant to the order of the day, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he ſhould not be under the 
neceſſity of troubling the Committee at any great length. When 
he had given notice to the Houſe of his intention to propoſe the 
Ways and Means of the year, he had it in contemplation to have 
ſubmitted the whole amount of the loan of fourteen millions, exclu- 
five of Ircland. He had, however, found, that it would be much 
more beneficial for the public ſervice to defer the bulk of it till 
after Chriſtmas, becauſe he had every reaſon to believe that it might 
be obtained upon better terms for the public then, than it could be 
at the preſent moment. The opinion he had formed had been con- 
firmed by what paſſed at the time of negotiating the loan, and by 
what had occurred fince. He had thought it, therefore, to be his 
duty to raiſe only a loan of three millions for the exigences of the 
public ſervice, till after the receſs. It was with conſiderable ſatis- 
tation he ſtated to the Committee, that numerous offers had been 
made for this loan of three millions ; that a very great degree of 
cordiality and zeal for the public ſervice had been manifeſted by all 
the parties; and that the loan had been taken by an offer conſider- 
ably under the market price. He had, however, alſo the ſatisfaction of 
knowing that the parties who had taken the loan were not likely to 
be loſers by their bargain. The temporary depreſſion of the funds 
had been removed ; and a bargain made below the market price of 
the day afforded now a conſiderable premium. * the time of ne- 
gotiating the loan, the 3 = cents. were at 5 22, and the reduced 
at 5 14. 

For every Tool. in money advanced, the ſubſeribers were to have 


Tool. in the 3 per cents. which was worth 521. Los. and alſo a 


proportion equal to about ſeven eighths of 1001. in the reduced, 
which was 71 9s. 6d. reduced; the value of which in money was 
461. 128. 14d. In addition to this, as the payments were to be 
made in three inſtalments by the 22d February, no diſeount was 
propoſed to be given for prompt payment, becauſe the inſtalments 
would be ſoon enough for the exigencies of the public ſervice. An 
allowance, therefore, was to be made in lieu of the diſcount on 
prompt payment ; which allowance would amount to 1 3s. 4d.; the 
whole ſum then given for every 1001. advanced would be, viz. 
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1ool. in the 3 per cents. at 5 24 — $23 10 © 
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which was leſs by about 4 + or cent. than the ſum advanced. The loan 
ſo raiſed bore now about 2 per cent. premium; conceiving, there. 
fore, that the deferring the bulk of the loan till after the receſs, was 
founded in prudence, and was beneficial to the public, he ſhould 
trouble the Committee no farther, but content himſelf with moving 
his firſt reſolution, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a 
loan of three millions be raiſed by annuities. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR aſked, whether on this, as on former 
occaſions, the taxes neceſſary to defray the intereſt of this ſum were 
not immediately to be voted ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the honourable Baronet had not in- 
veſtigated this matter with his uſual diligence. He was certainly 
not right as to the hiſtorical fact, for until he (Mr. Pitt) came into 
office, nothing had been more common than to vote the money for 
the public ſervice, and to provide the intereſt for the ſame on a fol- 
lowing, and perhaps a diſtant day. He had always made it a rule 
to vote the ways and means, with the proviſions for the ſame, on 
the day when the ſupplies were granted. On this occaſion the 
practice, in his opinion, may be diſpenſed with. It was not neceſ- 
ſary to provide at preſent for the intereſt of theſe 3, ooo, oool. he 
ſhould bring forward the proviſions for the intereſt of the whole of 
the loan on a future day, and when the ſubje& would be ſeen in one 
point of view. | 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT faid—T riſe, Sir, in purſuance of 
the notice I gave the other day, of my intention to bring forward 2 
motion I then read; and had it not been for the objection of the 
right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me, I ſhould at that time 
have ſubmitted it to the conſideration of the Houſe. I think, Sir, 
this motion derives additional conſequences from that objection hav- 
ing been made ; but, although I am as fully aware, as any man 
can be, how fornidable muſt be any objection from the Miniſter to 
any meaſure brought forward in this Houſe, notwithſtanding upon 
the preſent occaſion, I do flatter myſelf with great hope of ſucces. 
I truſt the Houſe will feel it to be its duty to ſupport a demand ſo 


reaſonable as that which this motion contains, and which fo effen- 
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tially concerns the intereſts of every man, both in and out of this 
Houſe. Sir, the Houſe is already in poſſeſſion of the contents of 
the motion I am now going to recal to its notice; and, I muſt ſay, 
that upon this one ſubject I do look to its deciſion with conſiderable 
confidence ; for, Sir, although gentlemen may highly diſapprove of 
thoſe general principles of liberty which I have profeſſed, although 
there may be, and no doubt there are many good and wiſe men who 
may think exaggerated principles of freedom only tending to deſpo- 
tiſm ; from ſuch men I think I have nothing of hoſtility to dread 
upon the preſent occaſion ; nay, Sir, ſhould there be men compoſed 
of ſuch baſe materials, ſo low and grovelling in their nature, as to 
have a fort of innate predilection and love of arbitrary power, even 
ſuch men, I think, if ſuch men there be, will not, J truſt, be in- 
clined to give any oppoſition to the motion I am about to propoſe ; 
for, Sir, however deſirable they may think it to deprive the People 
of all political rights and privileges, for the better preſervation of that 
peace and tranquillity which forms the conſtant theme of their pa- 
negyric, nevertheleſs, Sir, they will ſo far agree with me, that in 
order to procure that very peace and tranquillity at the ſhrine of 
which they are ready to ſacrifice every nobler conſideration — in 
order to relieve men from conſtant anxiety and hourly apprehen- 
ſion, it is neceſſary that. ſome degree of perſonal ſafety ſhould be 
afforded to the ſubje& from the State. Why then, Sir, if we are 
all agreed as to that one point, I may, I think, flatter myſelf with 
the hope of meeting with the general concurrence of every part of 
the Houſe. Gentlemen will obſerve, that the motion under diſeuſ- 
ſion does not impute the ſiighteſt degree of blame, much leſs does it 
call for cenſure, upon the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; they 


may, for any thing this motion infers, have conducted themſelves 


in the important charge. which has been committed to their care in 
ſuch a manner as not only to be blameleſs, but deſerving of the 
higheſt approbation ; they may have exerciſed the power with which 
they have been entruſted with ſo much wiſdom and moderation as 
to trench as little upon the perſonal ſafety of the ſubject, as was con- 
ſiſtent with the ſecurity of the State, and would in that caſe be enti- 
tled to our warmeſt applauſe : but theſe are confiderarions foreign to 
the ſubject. Sir, the whole of this queſtion lies within a very nar- 
row compaſs indeed, This Houſe has judged it fit, and I am not 
now diſputing its judgement, upon the repreſentations of the Miniſ- 
ter, of the perilous ſituation of the State, to entruſt to the hands of 
the Miniſter a moſt exorbitant power, confeſſedly improper, and 
only to be juſtified by the extraorginary circumſtances of the times; 


a power, which every one will agree with me in thinking, ought. 
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not to be entruſted to any man for a day—no, nor for an hour, nor 
for a minute, beyond what that neceſſity could juſtify, and which 
the Miniſter has now poſſeſſed for weeks and months, and even 
years, taking in its different renewals ; for the firſt act of this kind 
was paſſed in the year ninety-four or ninety-five ; ſhall not this 
Hovſe then, which armed the Miniſter with this tremendous 
power, which removed all thoſe barriers erected by our anceſtors for 
the protection of our perſons, which deprived the ſubje& of the be- 
nefit of that great bulwark of perſonal ſecurity, the Habeas Corpus 
Act, and thus left him naked, bare, and defenceleſs, and open to the 
attack of an uncontroulable power delegated from itſelf ; ſhall it 
not now think it to be its duty to afford ſome ſhadow of protection 
to the ſubject, by exerciſing its inquiſitorial functions, and demand- 
ing now, towards the expiration of its term, ſome little account of 
the uſe which has been made of it ; of the extent at leaſt to which 
it has been carried. Surely, Sir,. the Houſe did not mean it, did 
not ſo underſtand it; it could not intend, when it granted this dread- 
ful power, that no account whatever ſhould be rendered of it. If 
the Houſe did fo mean, ſo intend, and ſo underſtand, better for this 
country had Parliament never been inſtituted at all, better for this 
country quietly to have ſubmitted to all the arbitrary prerogatives 
Jaid claim to by the Houſe of Stuart ; better had it ſubmitted to 
have been taxed at the will of the King, without the interference 
of Parliament, and to have endured all the grievances and vexa- 
tion of his exciſe officers and purveyors—better, far better, had it 
been for our high-ſpirited anceſtors to have preſerved their bloed in 
their veins, and not to have laviſhed, with the profuſion they did, 
the incſiimable treaſure for rights and privileges, and that very Con- 
ſtitution of Parliament which was ſhortly afterwards deſtined tamely 
to reſign them, and, together with its own functions. to make one 
common depoſit at the fotſtool of the Throne. But, Sir, I hope 
I ſhould be doing an injury to the Houſe, did I for a moment ſuſ- 
pect its conduct would juſtify ſuch refleQtions as theſe ; but, Sir, 
far otherwiſe I have great hopes that its determination this night 
will ſhew, that it is vigilant and watchful, and deſirous of affording 
its protection to the perſonal ſecurity, at leaſt, of the ſubject. In- 
deed, Sir, upon the queſtion now under diſcuſſion, ſo far am I from 
feeling any apprehenſion on the ſcore of the vote of the Houſe in 
favour of this motion, that I even look with confidence for the ac- 
quieſcence of the Miniſters ; and, indeed, I ſhould be inclined to 
believe, that had it not been for the . multitude of affairs preſſing 
upon their attention, that they would have rendered this motion 
altogether unneceſſary, by laying, of their own accord, ſuch a liſt 


* 
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upon the table, as that I am now going to more for. Sir, thinking 

may ſafely reſt the motion upon its own merits, I ſhail, without 

detaining you any longer, now move, * "That a lift be laid upon 

« the table of this Houſe of the names of the perſons committed in 
virtue of an AQ, entitled an Act to empower His Majeſty to 

« ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as His Majeſty ſhall ſuſpect are 
conſpiring againſt his perſon and government, and of the priſons 
in which they have becn confined.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that when on a former day he had 
thrown out an objection to the intended motion of the honourable 
Baronet, the principal object of that objeQion was, that ſuch a mo- 
tion ſhould not be permitted to paſs by unnoticed merely as a mo- 
tion of courſe, and in that light only did he then object to it: and, 
had he not now reaſons in his own mind for not oppoſing it, he 
would not, perhaps, from the explanations offered by the honourable 
Baronet, and from the grounds upon which the motion was ſup- 
ported, be ſo eaſily inclined to give it aſſent. Indeed, on u hatever 
grounds the motion might have been brought forward, he had no 
difficulty in ſaying, that the act ſo pointedly alluded to by the ho- 
nourable Baronet, had been produQive of the moſt ſalutary conſe- 
quences, and therefore it was a matter of much ſerious conſidera- 
tion whether it were ſafe to lay aſide its operation. As to the uſe 
made of it by Government, they did not fear to avow it, though 
they would not make any ſuch avowal from compulſion ; but in 
the preſent. caſe, as far as the object of the motion involved no in- 
convenience, no objection would be made to the diſcloſure of the 
names, &c. now called for. He, for one, felt that it might be ex- 


tremely adviſeable that ſuch names ſhould be Jaid before the Houſe, 


and even the reaſons for their impriſonment, though not, perhaps, 
on account of the motives which actuated the honourable Baronet's 
motion ; for he was far from being adverſe to letting the Houſe 
and the public ſee what uſe had been made by Miniſters of the 
diſcretionary power entruſted to their hands. Upon the whole he 
was confident that the country had derived the moſt eſſential ſer- 
vices from it fince laſt ſeſſion ; and however they might feel exempt 
from doubts or dene, yet he could fay that the eriſis of 
danger was ſo far paſt as to leave us without a wiſh to ſee the ſame 
power revived and continued; but he would take an early oppor- 
tunity of calling the attention of the Houſe to this ſubject; at pre- 
ſent, he would only ſay, that much of our preſent ſecurity and 
proſperity had ariſen from the wiſe precautions hitherto adopted, 

and a due regard to that ſecurity and proſperity ſhould make us he- 
fitate on precipitately relinquithing that wiſe precaution, This 
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the Houſe would the more anxiouſly attend to, were they acquainted, 
as they one day, and foon, ſhould be, with the alarming danger; 
that threatened even this country; dangers which nothing but de 
extreme vigilance of Adminiſtration could have ſucceſsfully warded 
off. Great and ample, indeed, were the powers with which Go- 
vernment had been armed; but the nation, he truſted, was ſenſible 
that this power had been wiſely and faithfully*'employed. Upon 
theſe topics, however, he would not now enlarge, but content him- 
ſelf with obſerving, that for the reaſons he had advanced, the pre- 
ſent motion had his moſt perfect acquieſcence. 

The motion was then put and carried. 


Tueſday, December 11. 


Mr. TIERNEY faid:—-I rife, Sir, in purſuance of a notice I 
gave ſome time paſt to make a motion, and to ſubmit it to the opi- 
nion of the Houſe at this important criſis of public affairs: 

« That it is the duty of His Majeſty's Miniſters to adviſe His 
Majeſty againſt entering into any engagements which may pre- 
vent or impede a Negotiation for Peace, whenever a diſpoſition 
ſhall be ſhewn on the part of the French Republic, to treat on 
terms confiſtent with the ſecurity and intereſts of the Britiſh 

« empire.” 

Sir, I truſt that you and the Houſe will believe. me when I ſay 
that no man can be more impreſſed than I am with the arduous 
nature of the taſk I have undertaken; it is, all circumſtances con- 
ſidered, to me particularly arduous, for reaſons, which are not ne- 
ceſſary, all of them, to be ſtated. I have no other inducement to 
come forward than that which ariſes from the conſciouſneſs of my 
duty, nor have I any other motive whatever for what I am now 
doing, for I am not acting in concert with any other individual 
whatever! being impelled fimply by the ſenſe I feel of my duty, 
which 1s to me motive ſufficient. 

When I look at the ſituation of our affairs at this moment, and 
compare it with that which it exhibited ſome time ſince, and when 
I couple that fituation with declarations from a variety of quarters, 
as well as from the higheſt, which neceſſarily procured great weight 
wherever they were known, I own I am impelled to make the mo- 
tion which J have juſt read to the Houſe. I am led to think that 
the pacific diſpoſition which, ſoon after the conference at Liſle, was 
manifeſted by His Majefty's declaration, has been abandoned, and 
that a new ſpirit has begun to riſe up, againſt which I enter my 
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proteſt. 'The ſpirit I allude to is that which leads to an extenſive 
continental connexion, which may, in the opinion of many very 
honeſt men, be advantageous to this country, but which, in my 
opinion, muſt be the reverſe ; and this is a matter of ſo much im- 
portance to the welfare of this country, that I hope the Houſe will 
not think me too aſſuming if I requeſt their attention to it. 

The Houſe will, I dare ſay, agree with me in this, that the 
ſhorteſt courſe I can take upon this occaſion is moſt likely to be the 
beſt; and, with that view, I think I cannot do better than to pro- 
ceed to anſwering thoſe points which I conceive are likely to be 
urged as objections to my motion. I take this courſe, becauſe it 
appears to me to be the moſt plain and ſimple one I can adopt. I 
have taken all poſſible pains to learn what objections are likely to 
be urged againſt the motion. I have looked them over carefully, 
and, if I could find that theſe objections were well founded, I 
ſhould not have felt any ſhame ; on the contrary, I ſhould have 
been proud to come forward to acknowledge my error, and to aſk 
pardon of the Houſe for having once called its attention to a 
motion which I was convinted was improper ; but the more I 
conſider the matter, the more I am nnn I was right in my 
firſt conception of it. 

I know it may be ſaid, that this motion is an encroachment on 
the prerogative of the Crown, that it breaks in upon the un- 
doubted power which the Crown has of making war or peace ; but 
I think this is a point which will not be much inſiſted upon when it 
is conſidered that the power of this Houſe is unqueſtionable with 
reſpect to granting ſupplies. I have, as a Member of this Houſe, 
as good a right to ſay, that the ſupplies granted to the Crown ſhall 
be granted excluſively for England, as to fay, what no man doubts 


I have a right to ſay, there ſhall not be any ſupply. Nobody dif- 


putes that right now; and I apprehend that as little can be faid 
againſt the other, and therefore the objection that this motion 1s 
an encroachment on the prerogative of the Crown is anſwered. 

But it may be faid, that this motion has a tendency to damp the 
ſpirit which is now rifing in Europe. If that ſpirit was riſing, and 
was likely to animate all Europe againſt the ambitious projects of 
the common enemy, I ſhould be ſo far from wiſhing to damp it, 


that T ſhould wiſh to inſpire the ardour of it I ſhould be the laſt 


man in this country who would wiſh to diſcourage ſuch a ſpirit. 


[A cry of Hear! Hear!” from the Miniſtcr. | But I have no 


idea that my motion would, if aſſented to, have any ſuch operation. 
I ſay this, becauſe I do not think that there is in Europe that ſpirit 
which can be at all affected by ſuch a motion as that which is now 
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160 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 
before you. What principle there is to govern the ſpirit to which! 


have alluded, I have yet to learn; by what I have ſeen, I am led 


to think there is no ſymptom of any ſpirit riſing from principle in 
any quarter; and I need not ſay much to convince the Houſe, that 
the value of any ſpirit, and even the duration of it, muſt depend 
upon the principle on which it is founded: and yet this is called 3 
plan for the general deliverance of Europe. I ſhould be glad to 
know where I am to look for the ſpirit which has this tendency ? 
I have obſerved the conduct of the powers of the Continent, but J 
cannot ſee any thing like this ſpirit. Look at Pruſſia; that power has 
been at peace now for three years, and the Miniſter of the French 
Republic is there now treated with all the reſpect which nations 
obſerve towards thoſe with whom they wiſh to continue a good un- 
derſtanding ; at leaſt there is no appearance of the want of cordi- 
ality between his Pruſſian Majeſty and the French Republic. If 
we look at the Emperor, we cannot ſay there is any diſpute actually 
between him and the French. There is, indeed, a Congreſs held 
at Radſtadt, but that is, I believe, nothing more than a trial for 
each party to make the beſt of a mere ſquabble to the right and left 
bank of a river. If you look at Ruſſia, you will not ſee, or, I con- 
feſs I think you will not ſee, any thing intereſting. In ſhort, I 
confeſs I can ſee nothing from that quarter but profeſſion, in which 
ſpecies of aſſiſtance to the common cauſe, none can go farther than 
the Court of Peterſburgh ; but, really, what other exertions have 
been made from that quarter, I am yet to learn. If we look at the 
Ottoman Porte, we ſhall ſee, at leaſt I can ſee, nothing like prin- 
ciple in the ſpirit that has ſhewn itſelf. I ſee, indeed, ſome reſent- 
ment expreſſed againſt what I undoubtedly conſider as a ſudden act 
of injuſtice. If any body ſuppoſes that I do not mean to ſay the 
French have been guilty. of the moſt ſcandalous injuſtice, he miſ- 
takes me very much. But I ſee nothing in the conduct of the 
Ottoman Porte, which leads me to think, that the reſentment ſhewn 
in that quarter is a reſentment arifing from any principle on which 
we can reckon for any permanency : on the contrary, it appears to 


be a ſpirit that may be appeaſed by only altering the courſe of that 


which produced it. I ſee nothing like a ſyſtematic courſe of oppo- 
ſition to the ambitious projects of the enemy in general. The ſpirit 
of oppoſition to the enemy there, will diſcontinue the inſtant they 
gain for themſelves what. they want. They will have no ſhare in 
the general deliverance of Europe. Waiting, therefore, to hear 


— where this ſpirit to reſiſt the French is to be ſeen, and to be better 


informed in theſe particulars than I am at preſent, I ſhall. go on 
with my obſervations, believing, as I do in my conſcience, that I am 


Y 


* 
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doing no injury whatever to the ardour of any of the powers of Eu- 
rope. But it may be ſaid, although this ſpirit does not yet ap- 
pear every where, yet your motion-ought not to be made, for it may 
prevent that ſpirit from being excited, and would not ſuch an effect 
be dangerous to the general confederacy ? ?“ Certainly, if there be 
ſuch a confederacy as that from which you expect to work the de- 
liverance of Europe; but J apprehend _it will be granted to me, 
that, unleſs the confederacy be general, it cannot be attended with 
any extenſive advantages. If only one power or two powers exert 
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themſelves, none of thoſe ſplendid objects, of which we have heard 


a good deal, can be rationally expected to be accompliſned. Now, 
with reſpect to a general confedreacy, I am not ſpeaking at random, 
or on ſpeculation, for it is a ſubject on which J have had poſitive 
experience; and which experience, under all the circumſtances 
with which it comes before the Houſe, ought to make it cautious, 
at leaſt, how it acts in future. The great confederacy againſt 
France was when the unfortunate Monarch was under trial, and at 
the time of his death—that was the time when the combined 
powers were in the greateſt force againſt France ; it was then that 


France was not under the advantages of a ſettled government; 


when all that ſhe poſſeſſed was employed only to reſiſt actual inva- 
ſion ; when her troops were raw and undiſciplined, and when, in 
ſhort, ſhe had nothing to depend upon, or to oppoſe to all her diffi- 
culties, but the energy of the people. This was the time when the 
power of a confederacy againſt France was moſt formidable to her. 
Let gentlemen conſider what are now the boundaries of the French 
Republic, and then let them look at what is to be effected by a ge- 
neral confederacy. Circumſtances muſt materially have changed 
from thoſe of the former before we can reaſonably hope for any ad- 
vantage from a new Confederacy, or before it can produce any 
effect different from the laſt ; and what that effect was, I have no 
pleaſure in detailing to the Houſe. What produced the diſcom- 
fiture of the Confederates * The ſkill of the French, or the jea- 


louſy and indeciſion of the Confederates * Take which you will of 


theſe two, and the concluſion will be the fame. Shall I be told that 
the {kill of the French is leſs now than it was then? That their 
ſtrength is leſs ; that their Generals are leſs able, their army leſs 


ſteady or leſs powerful: — I think not, Sir. Now take the other 


fide, the alternative Is there now a greater probability that the 


allies will adhere to each other better than they did formerly? Have 


they a greater ardour for the common cauſe now than they had. 
then? Look at the relative ſituation of the different powers. IS 


it to be believed that Auſtria will place more confidence, in Pruſſia, 
Vol. VII. d 4 
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ſuppoſing a new confederacy formed, than ſhe did formerly? Can we 
have more confidence in either of them after we have been deſerted 
by both? Will any gentleman ſay that we ought to vote larger 
ſupplies than any that have yet been voted for the purpoſe of ad- 
juſting this or that point which may belong to the left or the right 
fide of the Rhine? Can any man ſay that theſe are points eſſen- 
tial to the welfare of Great Britain? Can any of the powers ex- 
pect much from the co-operation of Ruſſia? Can the Emperor 
expect much cordial ſupport from thoſe who have deſerted him 
already? Can we look with any degree of hope from the decifive 
and prompt action of the Ottoman Porte? Will any man lay his 
hand upon his heart and ſay, that any of the combinations I have 
ſtated can be of real ſervice to Great Britain? Well; but the 
queſtion is altered, and other nations now feel what their intereſts 
are better than they did formerly. "Thoſe who reflect on the tenour 
of State Papers, on the Manifeſtoes of 1793 and 1794, will do 
the parties combined againſt France the juſtice to ſay, that whatever 
they may have failed in, they did not fail in foretelling the enormi- 
ties of France. Nothing that has happened could have aſtoniſhed 
the confederate powers, for they predicted all the evils that have 
happened in conſequence of the anarchy of France—nothing has 
happened which they did not diſtinctly foretell ; nor did they fail to 
aſcribe all the evils that have happened to French principles—and 
here it is proper I ſhould explain what I-mean by French princi- 
ples ; I think this the more neceſſary, becauſe they are miſunder- 
ſtood by ſome, or at leaſt they are differently underſtood by different 
perſons. Some gentlemen call all deſire for a parliamentary or 
other reform, in any concern to the nation, the reſult of French 


principles: with ſuch men I cannot agree. But as to thoſe French 


principles which have produced, and are ſupporting the preſent 
tyranny of France, no man would rife up ſooner than myſelf to 
reprobate or rejoice more heartily at the extinction of ſuch a prin- 


ciple. But can you ſuppoſe that any thing can be done to inflame ' 


the reſentment of all theſe perſons more than has been done by the 
French Republic * Can you ſuppoſe that any thing can be done to 
excite deeper hatred in Monarchy againſt French principles than the 


conduct held towards that Monarch? Can you believe that the 


nobility of any country can have greater anger againſt any thing than 
they have againſt that conduct which aboliſhed their whole order at 
onee, and worked the total deſtruction of their titles? Do you 
believe that any thing would make the prayers of the Church more 
ervent againſt anarchy than the overthrowing altogether of all Church 


eſtabliſument? Can you imagine any thing more likely to enrage 
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the lords of manors, and ſuch perſons, than the total confiſcation 
of feudal property, and the extinction of feudal rights? Theſe are 
the men who once united againſt France; and it is from an union 
of theſe again that you look for the deliverance of Europe, as it is 
called. Can any thing happen to inereaſe their abhorrence of 
French principles? If there can, I own I do not know what it is; 
and I ſhall wait to be informed upon that ſubject from gentlemen 
on the other fide. I would aſk one general queſtion—Can you 
ſuppoſe that you will ſucceed by this new confederacy in any one 
thing that will be of the leaſt ſervice to this country, for you really 
ſhould not embark in any thing, unleſs you have a diſtin& object in 


I ſhould be glad too if I ſaw her renounce her principle of ambition, 
and thirſt for extent of territory. I am of opinion that ſhe ſhews 
the badneſs of her Government, by endeavouring to ſpread it; and 
] think I ſee the ſad nature of her liberty by the eagerneſs with 
which ſhe endeavours to extend it to her foes—but can you really 
believe, that, after having got Mantua, Luxemburgh, and other 
places, that ſhe is more eaſily to be driven within her ancient limits 
than ſhe was before ſhe made theſe acquiſitions * Or will any man 
ſay, that this object is to be accompliſhed! without a great evil hap- 
pening to this country ; in ſhort, without ſuch conſequences to the 
finances of this country as the moſt ſanguine calculatos cannot look 
upon without diſmay? Where is your line of demarcation to be 
drawn? But although you are not to be the conquerors of France, 
but are only to reduce her to her antient limits, do not think that 
other powers will go on with you, even in that object; they will 
not aid and aſſiſt you in reſtoring to each other what has been loſt ; 

the confederacy, if it be formed, would diſſolve long before that 
object could be accompliſhed. But, if you could accompliſh that 
object, I am ſure you mav nevertheleſs adopt my motion, for there 
is nothing in it hoſtile to that idea—there is not a ſyllable in my 
motion which goes to prevent the powers of Europe from joining 


federacy, we ſhould leave them to apply to us. You ſay, you will 
bring about the deliverance of Europe. Do not ſay ſo—you 
cannot accompliſh it, and I wiſh you not to make ſo extravagant 
an attempt. 

Another point that may ks urged, is, that my motion tends to pre- 
vent others from ſhewing their principles, and that it tends to decide 
upon the aggreſſions of the enemy towards other powers.; by which 
means, it may ſtand in the way of the aſſertion of thoſe rights, 
which lead to honourable terms of peace for this'country. This 

a | 


view? I ſhould be glad to ſee France driven to her former limits; 
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ing up of the conference at Liſle 
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appears ſtrong at the firſt ſight ; but if I did not conceive there was 
an anſwer to it, you would not have had the trouble of hearing me 
this day, for I would not urge a ſingle argument that could tend to 
impede honourable terms to this country. But the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer will have the goodneſs always to bear in- mind, that 


the intereſt and honour of the Britiſh empire, or rather, the terms of 


peace that may favour the intereſt and honour of the Britiſh em- 
pire, are points on which I will not ſay a ſingle word. I do not 
think it regular or decent to do ſo; they are points which always 
ought to be left to the confidleration; of Miniſters. I think I ſhould 
be encroaching on the prerogative of the Crown, if I were to ſay, 
what is and what is not for the ſecurity, the honour, or the intereſt 
of the Britiſh empire. But although I ſhall abſtain from any de- 
clarations of my own upon ſuch topics, yet Miniſters have put into 


His Majeſty's mouth, after the breaking off the conference at Liſle, 


words that are tantamount to the ſpirit of my motion. His Majeſty 
there ſays nothing of the general deliverance of Europe. I do not 
blame the declaration on that account, on the contrary, I applaud 
it; and if the ſpirit held out on that occafion had been kept up, 
you would not have the trouble of hearing me on the preſent occa- 


ſion: it is, becauſe I conceive that ſuch ſpirit has been departed 


from, that I come forward with my motion. The Houſe will now 
be pleaſed to hear part of His Majeſty's declaration, after the break- 


© While this determination continues to prevail, His Majeſty's 
earneſt wiſhes and endeavours to reſtore peace to his ſubjects muſt 
be fruitleſs. But his ſentiments remain unaltered. He looks with 


anxious expeRation to the moment when the Government of France 
may ſhew a diſpoſition and ſpirit in any degree correſponding to 


his own. And he renews, even now, and before all Europe, the 
ſolemn declaration, that in ſpite of repeated provocations, and at 
the very moment when his claims have been - ſtrengthened and 
confirmed by that freſh ſucceſs which, by the bleſſing of Provi- 


dence, has recently attended his arms, he is yet ready (if the 
| calamities of war can now be cloſed) to conclude peace on the 


ſame moderate and equitable principles and terms which he has 


before propoſed—the rejection of ſuch terms muſt now, more 


than ever, demonſtrate. the imp'acable animoſity and inſatiable 
ambition of thoſe with whom he has to contend, and to them 


alone muſt the future conſequences of the prolongation of the war 
be aſcribed.” 


Lide DeBrETT'S STATE PAPERS, vol. vi. fo. 272 and ſeq.) 
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Then, Sir, I may at leaſt aſk whether I am not propoſing a 
meaſure on the plan of that declaration I have laid now before 
you? I am not propoſing any thing that ſhall bind Government 
as to terms, but I leave the terms to Government to ſettle ; I am 
anxious only to renew the ſpirit of a declaration, which, in my 
opinion, did honour to His Majeſty's Councils at the time it iflued. 
Tf this motion of mine is to be negatived, I think it is incumbent on 
thoſe who oppoſe it, to ſlew what has altered the courſe we ought 
to take; for, until that be done, our ſincerity in the new confederacy 
will be doubted and diſtruſted. It will be impoſſible for His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters to perſuade the other powers of Europe that they 
are endeavouring to deliver them all from the enormity of France, 
until they are able to eraſe the ſeal from the declaration, part of 
which I have juſt been reading to the Houſe. If they depart 
from that declaration, they ſhould ſtate what it is that juſtifies them 
for that departure. The principle of the declaration is a very 
good one; and if Miniſters adopt any other, they ſhould aſſign a 
reaſon for ſo doing. There are but two reaſons that I know of 
than can be applicable to the caſe—one is, the aggreſſion of the 
French in Switzerland. No man looks at that event with more 
horror than I do; no man would do more, if I could do any thing 
effectual, to counteract it: but, remember that that aggreſſion, 
great and iniquitous as it was, had not the charms of novelty —Re- 
member it was the ſame in the caſe of Venice [A cry of “ Hear! 
Hear! Hear!“ — Gentlemen may prepare for another cry—Tl aſk, 
does this ſpirit of oppoſition to the common enemy ariſe from any 
thing that is new in the courſe of aggreſſion towards neutral powers? 
The next reaſon is the victory of Admiral Nelſon; it was moſt 
unqueſtionably great, ſingular, and glorious ; but it ſhould not, in 
my opinion, change the diſpoſition manifeſted in that declaration I 
have recited, after the conference at Liſle ; and it ſhould be recol- 
lected that the declaration was made after the brilliant victory of 
Lord Duncan. I fay that declaration at that time ought to have 
been revered, as I hope it was, by all Europe, fince it manifeſted 


that even exultation and triumph did not ſtand in the way of His 


Majeſty's diſpoſitions for peace to Europe. Am I to underſtand 
that the laſt ſplendid achievement of Lord Nelſon is to cauſe a de- 
parture from theſe pacific diſpoſitions, which on a former occaſion 
did ſo much honour to His Majeſty's Councils? 

The laſt objection I believe is, that this motion may operate as a 
notice to France, that we cannot any farther co-operate with our 
allies, I ſay, we ſhould endeavour to make an honourable peace; 
I do not ſay what the terms are that will entitle it to that deſerip- 
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tion; that I leave, where I think I ought to leave it, with His 
Majeſty s Miniſters, but I do ſay that when that is capable of being 
effected, I ſhould be glad to hear any gentleman aſſign any reaſon 
why this war ſhould be continued on our part for one moment, 
But is it poſſible for England to continue the war without co- opera. 
ting with other powers? TI ſay you do co-operate by your nay] 
.exertions. Look at your exertions of laſt year; have you not moſt 
effectually co-operated with all who oppoſed the French laſt year! 
Moſt unqueſtionably you have. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
can paint the effects of our naval triumphs much more beautifully, 
he can deſcribe them much more eloquently than I can do. But! 
can defire you to look at the French marine. I can affirm with 
truth that no man living rejoices more than I do at our naval tri 
umphs. I have to obſerve alſo that the French trade is now near 
— ed; and ſpeaking from my conſcience I declare, that in our 

naval operations we have really done wonders ; and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer himſelf cannot ſay any thing on that point to 
which I am not ready to give my hearty aſſent. By the force of our 
fleet I am ready to ſay that we ſhould co-operate with other powers 
againſt France ; but if by co-operation you mean the ſending of 
troops to the Continent, I here proteft againſt ſuch co-operation. If 
you ſend to any of the other powers any pecuniary aſſiſtance what: 
ever, either under the title of loan, ſubſidy, or otherwiſe ; in the 
name of the comfort, or quiet, or ſafety of this country, I here pro- 
teſt againſt it. I do not mean that you ſhould meanly or puſilla- 
nimouſly withdraw from the conteſt ; I am the laſt man that would 
council ſuch withdrawing ; but we have no neceflity to do ſo ; our 
courſe is marked out for us; and by purſuing it we ſhall co-ope- 
rate moſt effectually; that is, by the exertion of our naval 
ſtrength, as we did laſt year, always bearing in mind that there is 
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not in my motion one word that tends to preventing ſuch co-opera- | 


tion until we ſhall ſee an opening for peace; not a momentary ceſ- 
ſation of hoſtilities, but a peace that ſhall be conſiſtent with the ho- 
nour, intereſt, and real ſecurity of the Britiſh empire. 

I recolle& one objection more that may be made to my motion; 
that it ſtates that which no man will diſpute, and that, therefore, it 
is ſuperfluous to vote it, namely, “that an honourable peace is a 
good thing.” It ſhall be ſo diſpoſed of if you pleaſe ; but I ſhall 
have gained for the country all T wanted if I gain a renewal of 
His Majeſty's declaration in the year 1797. I ſhould not be ſatisfied 
if I faid much leſs, although ſomething leſs I do ſay, by the motion 
which is now before you. 


lame pacific temper which was manifeſted by His Majeſty in 1797. 


I aſk for nothing but a renewal of the 
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His Majeſty's Miniſters are left, as they ought to be, to take care 
of the terms that may at any time be the reſult of ſuch a declara- 
tion, and they are of courſe, as they ought to be, to continue reſpon- 
fible for the uſe they make of the power they poſſeſs. But perhaps 
ſome gentlemen will anſwer me, by declaring they think this an un- 
favourable moment to proclaim to Europe your pacific diſpoſitions 
| think otherwiſe ; and I truſt no man will ſay, that this is a mean 
attempt to ſue for peace; and I certainly have no intention it 
ſhould be ſo conceived ; for I really feel too much of the pride of 
an Engliſhman ; and participate too much in the triumphs of my 
countrymen to ſuppoſe, that any ſuch thing can be ſuſpected; but 
between ſuing for peace, and holding out a ſober language of con- 
ciliation, there is, I apprehend, a very clear difference. No man 
would do more than myſelſ to avoid any check upon the national 
honour, or the national pride ; but even theſe confiderations muſt 
keep company with others which refer to the ſituation of our af- 
fairs. You ſhould really look at that ſituation now, and compare 
it with that of your ſituation in 1797. Do you ſee in it any thing 
that encourages you to proceed and perſevere in aſſiſting others upon 
the Continent? If gentlemen have ever thought it worth their 
while to think on any thing I have ſaid in this Houſe, they will do 
me the juſtice to remember that I never exaggerated or depreſſed 
the ſtatement of our finances; I always ſpoke of them as I 
thought of them. But I muſt now fay that, great and flouriſhing 
as our reſources have been, our finances are now in a ſtate which 
no man who has the intereſt of this country at heart can think of 
without anxiety. We are carrying on a war, the expence of which 
by eſtimate is 30 millions a year; that is to ſay, a war in which 
the expence is two millions and a half every month. In fix years 
you have added nearly 150 millions ſterling to your debt, by which 
you have created the neceſſity of adding to your annual burdens 


eight millions, a ſum equal to the whole of your expenditure when 


his preſent Majeſty aſcended the Throne. If I were to ſay that 
the real addition to. your debt will at the end of the preſent year be 
180 millions, I ſhould not go beyond the point; and that the an- 
nual expenditure of the country cannot be leſs than 28, but I will 
ſay 26 millions (for I would not provoke diſcuſſion on any thing 
that is incidental to the main defign I have in calling the attention 
of the Houſe to what I ſubmit) ; but, taking things on the moſt mo- 
derate ſcale, I do not believe that the Chanetllor of the Exchequer 
himſelf, ſanguine as he is, thinks that the affairs of this country can 
be winded up for a peace eſtabliſhment without great difficulty. 
only think for a moment upon the meaſure before you already, by 
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which a tenth of every man's income is to be taken under one head, 


independent of all other impoſts, to ſuppopt the State, and that this 


_ ſubjeQs every man to the inconvenience of having his accounts ex- 
amined; and, under theſe circumſtances, think whether it is not 
worth your while to look a little farther on before you embark and 
go forward. I have formerly taken the liberty of ſtating that the 
great transfer of property in this country muſt be attended in effegs 
highly detrimental to the Engliſh character; that in time you will 
have a beggared gentry and overgrown merchants, as two elaſſes in 
your ſociety. We are called an armed Nation. I feel as much 
pride as any Engliſhman ought to feel at the readineſs with which 
my countrymen thew their attachment to the country by qualifying 
themſelves for defending it by arms ; but this is not a condition of 
things which can continue long in this country—beſides, I am ap- 
prehenſive that it muſt inevitably increaſe the influence of the 
Crown, which is a great evil in its very nature. This muſt be 
evident to any one who looks at the collection of our revenue; add 
to this the effect of having under military diſcipline, ſo many who 
are wanted in the civil affairs of life. Remember, alſo, that the 
law has now ſilenced every man in the country every where except 


in this Houſe : that the Habeas Corpus AQ is ſuſpended, and that, 


no man can ſay he is free. When all theſe things are put together, 
J would aſk, am I ſpeaking like a man of integrity or not when I 
fay that the Conſtitution of England cannot weather ſuch a ſtorm as 
this much longer than the pockets of the people can hold out againſt 
all the dai that are made upon them ? 

As to the other parts of the empire-—Ircland the inſtance, I 
ſhall ſay but little; but I underſtand, that, notwithſtanding all the 
efforts to curb and repreſs rebellion there, farther exertions are ſtill 
wanted for that purpoſe. 


reaſons at which the Houſe may -eafily gueſs. If we look at our 
eſtabliſhments in the Eaſt, we ſhall ſee very large expences. With 
reſpe& to the ſituation of the enemy, they have now, if not the 
firſt, certainly the moſt ſucceſsful General in Europe ; he is now 
at the head of a large army in Egypt, where he has been many 


months without having, as I underſtand, experienced any very ma- 


terial check, although, as I have ſaid already, he has been there 
ſeveral months I believe five or ſix months. Should he come 
back again to France, and ſhould he turn his mind againſt this 
country, I hope we ſhould be able to meet him; but it would be a 
very ſerious thing. Then look at the Weſt Indies—and here the 
firſt. thing that preſents itſelf to my mind is the evacuation of St. 


— 


I am here merely hinting at things -I 
am not to be charged with arguing theſe points; that I avoid for 


% 
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Domingo. I do not mean the leaft reproach. on the gallant officer 


who conducted that evacuation : on the contrary, I am happy in 
e opportunity here preſented to me to bear public teſtimony of 
the great value of his military ſervices ; and I hope for an oppor- 
tunity of doing ſo in private; but, for reaſons that do not call in 
queſtion the conduct of that able officer, the evacuation of St. Do- 
mingo is an alarming thing to thoſe who have any eſteem for our 
Weft- India poſſeſſions. Here was a power to be raiſed, that coft, 
as I underſtand, ten millions of Britiſh money, and ten thouſand 
Britiſh ſubjeQs! From this frightful expenditure of blood and money, 
what was the reſult? 50 thouſand Blacks ſtarted up in arms: thus, 
within a few hours ſail of our Weſt-India Colonies, there is a force 


of no leſs than 50 thouſand blackmen diſciplined and trained to 


arms, and enflamed with enthuſiaſtic notions, concerning liberty. 
J have no deſire to ſay more on this ſubject than is neceſſary to 
make the thing intelligible. If I had the eloquence of the Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer, I could make this matter appear moſt 
horribly to the Houſe ; even without ſuch powers, I could make 
this Houſe very uncaly at this ſubject; but I have no ſuch thing 
in view: my object is anſwered, if J impreſs on your mind, Sir, 
that from the relative fituation of the Britiſh empire, we have 
enough to do for ourſelves, without embarking in any intermediate 
ſcheme for the deliverance of Europe. We have been concerned 
now for fix years, in what is called the common cauſe, for no de- 
terminate object that I ever-could ſee. It is time for us now to have 
ſome ſeparate care of ourſelves, by which I do not mean any puſilla- 
nimous or daſtardly deſertion of the conteſt ; but that whenever 


France ſhall, by force of arms, or otherwiſe, become moderate and 


rational. in her public views, we may be in a ſituation to meet her 
on the ſcale of prudence and diſcretion. 

Feeling as I do, for the glory of England, as a man, as a 
Member of Parliament, I could not take notice of the expreſſion 
in the ſpeech from the Throne, relating to our own energy and 
virtue, without wiſhing that ſuch energy and virtue ſhould - be em- 


ployed in our own behalf, and not to be made in any degree de- 


pendent on the energy and virtue of others; I ſay, let England 


purſue the ſame conduct as ſhe did-laſt-year, and ſhe will purſue 


her intereſt, and, perhaps, may bring about tranquillity ; but if we 
go on with looſe and indefinite notions of the deliverance of Europe, 
ſuch will be the certain charge of it, that 1 have no difficulty in 
ſaying, that the effect will be a load and a weight which no re- 
ſources you have, or ean have, will enable you to bear. The re- 


ſources of this eourmry are, thank God, very great; but * 
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much of that ariſes out of, and is attributable to the general con- 
vulſed ſtate of Europe; if ſo, we ought to be the more careful of 
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our means. 
much as they pleaſe, but we muſt not diſguiſe from ourſelves our 
real fituation. The Chancellor of the Exchequer has too much 
candour and fincerity to deny that he muſt have great difficulties in 
winding up the accounts of this country. I ſhall give no farther 
opinion upon this point. When the energy of this country riſes to 
its height, I hope it will not be employed in any viſionary projects, 
but will be directed to a clearly defined point for the intereſt of 
Great Britain. I have now to thank the Houſe for its kind atten. 
tion. I have, perhaps, treſpaſſed farther thah I ſhould have done, 
but the Houſe will feel ſome advantage from its indulgence to me; 
for unleſs ſomething ſhould be ſaid to-night, of which at preſent l 
have no conception, I ſhall not avail myſelf of the cuſtomary privi- 
lege of ſpeaking again. I thought it was my duty to ſay thus much, 
If the French could be driven within their antient limits, no man 
would more heartily rejoice than I ſhould ; but if any calamity 
ſhould follow the fteps that are to be purſued on behalf of this 
country, it is a confolation to me that I have lifted up my voice, 
feeble as it is, with the beſt endeavours to promote the real in- 
tereſts of my country. 
' Mr. Tierney concluded by making his motion as 1 
ſtated. Fo 
Mr. CANNING rofe and faid :—Mr. Speaker, If I might 
judge of the impreſſion made by the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, 
from the manner in which it has been received, and particularly 
from the unuſual degree. of apathy and languor which has prevailed 
on that fide of the Houſe on which he fits; I ſhould be led to be- 
lieve, that the ardour manifeſted on this ſide of the Houſe by my 
noble and honourable friends who roſe at the ſame time with me. 
was, perhaps, mare than the occaſion required: and I aſſure you, 
Sir, I ſhould not have preſſed myſelf upon your attention, if I had 
thought the oceaſion one which demanded abilities like theirs ;—if 
I had not felt, that what arguments I have to ſtate in oppoſition to 
the honourable gentleman' s motion, are ſo clear and plain in them- 
ſelves, as to require little aid from any talents in mw perſon who 
ſtates them. | I 
The motion of the W gentleman vine denied to be 
of an extraordinary nature; and he has certainly treated ĩt n a very 
extraordinary manner. I coneeive it to be conſonant as well to the 
rules of the Houſe, as the reaſon of the thing, that the Houſe ſhould 
not be urged to the adoption of a new and unuſual meaſure, with- 
1 „ 


People may praiſe the reſources of this country as 
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out its being, in the firſt place, eſtabliſned, that there exiſts ſome ne- 
ceſſity for adopting it, or that ſome advantage may be gained by 
doing ſo. I did expect, therefore, from the honourable gentleman, 
rather ſome ſolid reaſons for the meaſure which he has propoſed, 
than an anticipation of the objections which he thought might be 
urged againſt it, He has contented himſelf, however, with endea- 
vouring to deſtroy the validity of ſeveral arguments which he has 
heard out of doors, and which he expects to hear to-night againſt the 
motion that he has made ; but he has omitted, what ſeemed to me 
to be more peculiarly incumbent upon him, an n of the 
motives which induced him to make it. 

I admit that the honourable gentleman has been not unſucceſs- 
ful in anticipating ſeveral of the moſt obvious. and prominent objec- 
tions againſt his motion ; I cannot think that he has been equally 
fortunate in removing them. I ſhall certainly have oecaſion, in 
the courſe of what J have to ſay, to reſtate many or moſt of thoſe 
which he has anticipated, and not without the. hope of eſtabliſhing 
them to the conviction of the Houſe. I ſhall follow him through 
thefe objections, as nearly as I can, in the ſame order in which he 
has brought them forward. 

The firſt objection which he expects to 3 but upon which I 
am certainly not inclined to lay the greateſt ſtreſs, is the point of 
conſtitutional form. It is by no means my intention to contend, 
that the nature of the honourable gentleman's motion, though extra- 
ordinary, is wholly unprecedented, —much leſs to deny the power 
and the right of the Houſe of Commons, to offer its advice to His 
Majeſty, on any ſubject, either of. negotiation, or of war. I know 
they have at ſeveral times interfered in both. 
what fingular, that the honourable gentleman ſhould not himſelf 
have cited any of the former inſtances of ſuch an exerciſe of. the 
right of Parliament. Perhaps he has ſome reeollection, that a pe- 
culiar ſort of fatality has, in almoſt every. inſtance, ſeemed to attend 


interferences of this nature; that in almoſt every inſtance, from 


the Revolution to our own time, they have been either nugatory or 
miſchievous. 

I will mention two only, out of the few that have occurred 
during this period: the firſt. that which was neareſt, in point of 
time, te the Revolution ; the other, —that which is neareſt to our 
own time; the firſt, an interference tending to prolong a war; the 
other, . to accelerate a peace. 

Iz he firſt, the warlike meaſure, was the famous vote * the N 

of Lords in 1707, „ That no peace could be ſafe or honourable 

* which ſhould leave _m= and the . Weſt Indies in the 
2 2 


It is, indeed, ſome- 
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<< poſſeſſion of the. Houſe of Bourbon.” It is hardly neceſſary to 


remind gentlemen, that this vote, carried. by the heat and violence 


of party, had no effect whatever; that no manner of regard was 
paid to it, in the peace which was afterwards negotiated :— And, 
whatever might be the faults of that peace, or however loud the cry 
againſt the Miniſters who made it, I do not think that any man, 
who looks fairly and impartially at that peace now, will ſay, that it 
was any very great erime in thoſe Miniſters, that they did omit to 
carry this vote into execution. 

The ſecond example to which I refer, is the reſolution voted by 
the Houſe of Commons, reſpeQing the Independence of Ame- 
rica.” Of a tranſaction ſo recent it is hardly poſſible to ſpeak with 
the freedom of hiſtory. I ſpeak, probably, in the preſence of many 
who took part in favour of that revolution, of ſome certainly, who 
oppoſed it. Who were right, or who were wrong, I do not preſume 
to determine. But in one thing, I believe, thoſe who oppoſed and thoſe 
who promoted it will equally concur, - that the vote which carried 
that reſolution was an unfortunate vote ; and that it had an influence 
fatal to the intereſt of this country, on the peace which concluded the 
American war. This is a propoſition which thoſe who had to make 
that peace muſt, I am ſure, contend to be true; and which thoſe 
who condemned that peace would find it difficult to deny. 

But whatever might be the force of precedents, they would not 
of themſelves; even if their bearing was as much in favour of mo- 
tions of this kind, as unfortunately it has been againſt them, — they 
would not of themſelves be ſufficient to juſtify the honourable gen- 
man's motion. It would, I preſume, be farther neceflary for him 
to ſhew (as was ſhewn, or attempted: to be ſhewn, in all former in- 
ſtances) that ſome neceſſity at preſent exiſts, which calls for ſuch an 
interference of the Houſe of Commons. 

I can conceive ſuch a neceſſity to ariſe only fron one of two cir- 
dumfiances:: either from the circumſtance of ſome opening for peace 
now preſenting itſelf, of which Miniſters do not ſhew themſelves 
enough diſpoſed to take advantage; or from Miniſters having at 
former periods evinced a diſpoſition generally hoſtile to peace, which 
this motion is intended to cenſure or to, controul. 

That any ſuch opening now exiſts,-the honourable gentleman has 
not attempted to argue. I muſt, therefore, naturally have attri- 
buted his motion to a falſe impreſſion remaining on his mind of 
the conduct of Miniſters in former negotiations :—I muſt have con- 
ceived, that he retained a confuſed. and perplexed recolleRion of 
what had paſſed at Liſle, that he remembered ſomething indiſ- 
tinctly of an embarraſſment having been thrown in the way of the 
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negotiation by a queſtion about Allies, — but utterly forgot that the 

allies who created this embarraſſment were the allies, of France and 

not of Great Britain. ;—and that, under this miſtake, he was bring- 

ing forward the re ſtriction in the wrong place, and applying to this 

country, a cure for the miſcondu of the enemy. But I ang pre- 

vented from admitting even this foundation for his proceeding, by 

the approbation which the . honourable gentleman has, expreſſed of 
| the Manifeſto publiſhed by this Government after the breaking off 


of the negotiations at Liſle. The honourable gentleman diſtinctly 
and fairly acknowledges that Manifeſto to have exhibited undoubted 


proofs of the pacific diſpoſitions of His Majeſty's Miniſters. 

And here give me leave to obſerve rather a fingular argument, 
which grows out of the honourable gentleman's peculiar condua 
and ſituation. He tells you that he brings forward this motion as 
an © unconnected and unſupported individual,” acting with no 
party or ſet of men whatever. By agreeing to the motion, there- 
fore, the advantage which we are to gain is his individual o- p- 
ration. It is hardly to be ſuppoſed that he will be more convinced 
of the pacific diſpoſition of Miniſters after this reſolution fhall have 
been adopted, than he was after the publication of the Manifeſto, 
which he has ſo warmly commended. What was the firſt ſtep that 
he took by way of co-operation after that Manifeſto was pub- 
t liſhed ? He voted againſt the ſupply.—Convinced, that His Ma- 
- jeſty had done all in his power to obtain peace ;—that he had gone 
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y almoſt beyond what could have been expected of him, in forbear- 5 
- ance and moderation ;—that he had ſhewn even after the victory 7 
n of Lord Duncan, the moſt decided diſpoſition to make peace, upon HE 
- fair and reaſonable terms; convinced, that the abrupt canclufion 17 
n of the negotiation at Liſle had been the act of the enemy exclu- 15 
fively that the continuance of the calamities of war was to be 5 


— attributed to the arrogance, and wickedneſs; and pride, of the enemy 
e alone; — that His Majeſty had no choice; — that he muſt of ne- 
'S eeſſity continue to carry on a war which the mad ambition of that 
i. enemy would not allow him to terminate :—in this conviQion, to 
h enable His Majeſty to carry on the war, the honourable gentleman 
© unconnected and anſupported, individually, voted againſt | the 
18 Jupply. oO 
i- I do not mean to impeach the honourable gentleman's conduct in 
1 this inſtance. He had no doubt his reaſons for it. But I do mean 
1- to put it to the judgement of the Houſe, whether, if it ſhould be 
of evident (as I truſt it will be) that no ſolid and general advantage 
{- is to be derived to the country from our agreeing to the honourable 
1 gentleman's reſolution, there is much temptation held out to us 
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to do ſo, by the proſpect of bis future individual co-operation; 
whether it is worth while to adopt an unuſual, unneceſſary, and 
much more a miſchievous meaſure to evince our defire for peace, — 
in order to ſecure the honourable gentleman's vote againſt the ſupply 
for carrying on the war. This, however, would certainly be a very 
inferior conſideration, if there were any utility or advantage to be 


derived from the meaſure propoſed. * I have not heard the honour. 


able gentleman ſtate any advantage as likely to ariſe from it to the 
country. As he has affirmed nothing of this kind, I have nothing 
of the kind to deny. But there is one way of confidering what is 


- advantageous to this country, to which I confeſs I am very partial ; 


and the rather, perhaps, becauſe it does not fall in with the new 
and faſhionable philoſophy of the day. I know it is a doctrine of 


> that large and liberal ſyſtem of ethies which has of late been intro- 


duced into the world, and which has ſuperſeded all the narrow pre- 
Judices of the antient ſchool, — that we are to conſider not ſo much 


| what is good for our country, as what is good for the human race; 
| that we are all children of one large family ;—and I know not 
what other fancies and philanthropies, which I muſt take ſhame to 


myſelf for not being able to comprehend. I, for my part, till 
conceive it to be the paramount duty of a Britiſh Member of Par- 
liament to conſider what is good for Great Britain :—and where 
no immediate advantage is pointed out as obvioufly ariſing from any 
new meaſure that is propoſed for our adoption, — hold it no bad 
teſt to examine in what way it bears upon the intereſts of France, 
and to conclude, however unphiloſophically, or illiberally, that what 


is good for the Enemy, cannot be very good for Us. 


Now, Sir, I beg to have it underſtood, and I affure the ho- 
nourable gentleman, that I am very far from meaning any thing 
perſonally diſreſpectful to him ;— that I give him full credit for 
feeling, as ſtrongly as any man, every thing that he owes to his 
country, for being as ready as any man to devote his talents and ex- 
ertions to her ſervice. ] appeal, therefore, not to his feelings, but 
to his judgement and ingenuity, —when -I deſire him to conſider, 
whether he could poſſibly deviſe any meaſure (capable, at the preſent 
moment, of being patiently entertained by this Houſe or by the 
Public) which ſhould have a more direct and manifeſt tendency to 
benefit France, than the motion which he has now brought forward! 
What could any man—any Member of this Houſe, (if it were pof- 


ſible to ſuppoſe that there ſhould be ſuch a Member in this Houſe) 


moſt perverſely divoted to the views of the enemy, and bent upon 
exalting France at the expence of Great Britain, - whar more effee- 
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tual meaſure could ſuch a man take for ſuch a * than by a 
motion like the preſent? 

For what is it that the French Directory appear, by all their 
conduct, by all their publications, to dread and deprecate more than 
any other thing in the world? What is it that all their official 
and unofficial papers moſt labour to diſcredit ? What — but the 
revival of a great and general confederacy in Europe, of which 
England ſhould be the animating ſoul * Why ſhould we co-ope- 
rate with the French Directory? What intereſt can we have in 


common with them, that ſhould induce us to take their work out of 


their hands and complete it for them? What advantage can it be 
to us to daunt and diſpirit Europe; and to relieve the Directory 
from the apprehenſion of any powerful reſiſtance, or the neceſſity of 
any extenſive preparation; to maintain their influence abroad, and 
their authority at home? 8 

I will put the queſtion in another way. I will ſuppoſe that we 
were now in the laſt year of the Monarchy of France, inſtead of the 
fixth or ſeventh year, or whatever it may be, of the French Repub- 
lic, One and Indiviſible. By the Monarchy I mean, of courſe, that 
cruel, wicked, profligate, abominable deſpotiſm, of which we have 
heard ſo many, and, no doubt, ſo juſt complaints, —which oppreſſed 
France with I know not what unheard-of cruelties, —which inſulted 
England, and defolated Europe, by crimes and calamities ſuch as can 
never be imputed to the French Republic. I will ſuppoſe that this 
Monarchy had received ſo formidable a blow as has been given to 
the Directory by the Victory of the Nile ;—that its fleets had been 
diſgraced and defeated, in different expeditions againſt the Britiſh 


empire ;—that its faireſt provinces were in revolt ;—that its 


ſubjects were univerſally diſcontented ;—that its commerce was ex- 
tinguiſhed ;—its revenue deſtroyed ; and its finances, by the con- 
feſſions of its ableſt financiers, in a ſtate of utter and irrecoverable 
ruin and bankruptcy ;—that againſt the Monarchy, thus fituated, a 


general ſpirit was rifing in Europe: ] will ſuppoſe that, under theſe 


circumſtances, the Miniſters of this country had come down to this 
Houſe, and ſuggeſted the propriety of ſuch a meaſure of abjuration 
and ſelf-denial as is now under conſideration; and I will aſk, - What 


would have been the clamour raiſed on the other fide of the Houſe ? 


Chow pointedly would the queſtion have been put to Miniſſers, 
* What are you doing? Why do you interfere to arreſt the downfal 

of this deteſtable tyranny ? Look on only—do nothing—and it 
will fall of itſelf. What buſineſs: is it of yours to reſcue from 
deſtruction a power, ſo inordinate in its ambition, and ſo hoſtile 
* tothe * of Europe? | 
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Such would have been the language that we mould have heard, if 


the Monarchy of France had been the objet of -forbearance, and if 
Miniſters had been the perfons to adviſe us to forbear. I will not 
preſs fimilar interrogations in ſuch a way as to impute to any gen- 
tleman impreper and :unjuſtifiable partialities: but I cannot help 
aſking, whether the preſent Government of France be indeed one, 


which has deſerved ſo well af this :country,—which, to take the 


queſtion more oandidly, has deſerved ſo well of France, — which, in 
the ſtill more large and liberal cant of the day, has deferved fo well 


of Hummmity — as that we ſhould feel ourſelves called upon to take fo 


extraordinary a ſtep in its behalf? And I would farther aſk, whe- 


ther, whatever be the preſent degree of weakneſs or ſtability in the 
Government of France, (upon which I give no opinion)—whether 
te effect of this motion muſt not be to prop its power, and to come 


to the aid of its unpopularity ; whether, with this vote of ſecurity in 
one hand, the Directory might not boldly hold out the Gazette of 
Lord Nelſon's victory in the other, and call upon the people of 
France to balance what had been loſt with what had been gained ? 
But admitting, for the argument's fake, the object of the ho- 
nourable gentleman's motion to be advantageous to this country; 
it would remain to be ſeen how far that object is elearly expreſſed or 
underſtood, and how far the means which he ſuggeſts are calculated 
for attaining it. The honourable gentleman takes credit to him- 
ſelf for not limiting or defining, in any degree, the nature or terms 
of the peace whichit is the duty of His Majefty's Miniſters to con- 
clude. If he had not mentioned this omiſſion as a point on which 
he takes credit to himſelf, it is that which I ſhould have been 
tempted-to ſelect for peculiar diſapprobation. It ſeems to me at 
leaſt-a new and unuſual courſe of policy, inſtead of defining the 


end, to contract the means of action. It would have ſeemed more 


natural and more fair, to ſay beforehand, Such or ſuch, is the 
peace with which the country would be contented, and which 
* would be conſiſtent with its ſecurity and interefis ; but the mode 
of arriving at that peace, is what muſt be left for His Majeſty's 
Miniſters to deviſe, — this ſurely would be fairer than to ſay, 
in the language of the preſent motion, I will not tell you what 
© peace yon ought to 'make ;—but I will take from eee 

* anſtrument for making any peace at al.. 

By this motion hat advice do you give to Minifters, _ what 
control do you | impoſe on them Your: advice, is. certainly not 
worth much, hen you only tell them how they. ſhall. nat pro- 
ceed; but ſay nothing of how they ſhall proceed, or whether they 
ſnall go. Your control cannot be very effeQual,—fince it is the), 
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it ſeems, after all, who are to remain the judges of what is con- 
ſiſtent with the ſecurity and intereſts” of Great Britain. | 

Theſe intereſts and this ſecurity muſt neceſſarily be confidered 
with relation to the different circumſtances of the Enemy and of 
Europe. What might be a ſecure peace for Great Britain with 
France reduced in power, and Europe at liberty, —would no doubt 
be highly unſafe againſt France in her preſent ſtate of force and 


aggrandizement, with great part of Europe at her feet, and the re- 


ſources of other nations at her diſpoſal. It is equally clear, that it 


would be more difficult for us, ſingle and unaſſiſted, to extort from 
France ſuch terms as would be conſiſtent with our intereſts, than 


to obtain the ſame terms, if backed by a powerful confederacy in 
Europe. | | 

The declaration conveyed to France by this motion, that we are 
determined, at all events, to treat ſingly, would naturally inflame 


her pride, and increaſe her demands. The declaration that we 


make no common cauſe with other nations, would neceſſarily place 
thoſe nations at her mercy, or on her fide. 

The effect of the motion muſt therefore be to diminiſh alike the 
probable advantages of the peace to be obtained, and our power of 
obtaining it. It preſcribes a more difficult end to be accompliſhed, 
with leſs efficacious means. At the ſame time, it does not tend to 
haſten the concluſion of even ſuch a peace, as with ſuch means might 


poſſibly be obtained ; for it leaves Miniſters at liberty to conclude 


no peace, which hey do not think“ conſiſtent with the ſecurity and 
intereſts” of the country :—and if they ſhould chooſe to think, 
(which they very probably and. very laudably might,) that no peace 
would deſerve this character, which ſhould not provide for the ſafety 
of Europe ;—what aſſurance does this motion give you againſt a 
hopeleſs prolongation of the war? 

Sir, the honourable gentleman's purpoſe, if I at all comprehend 
it, required that he ſhould have made the latter part of his motion 
as diſtin as the beginning. If he had done ſo, —if he had fairly 
ſtated the idea which he has in his own mind, — I apprehend that, 
inſtead of the circumlocution, of a peace conſiſtent with ſecurity 
and intereſts,” &c. we ſhould have heard of a ſeparate peace. 4 

I confeſs, this was what I was prepared to expect. I expected it 


the rather, from comparing the general reaſoning of the honourable 


gentleman, with. reſpect to ſeparate war, — with what is reported 
to have been aner the ſame topic in another, place by a noble 
Stateſmagiof, great cnſigesatjon and celebrity —a Stateſman, who 
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This great authority (I underſtand). recommended, as the only 
ſort of war that ſuited the circumſtances of this country, — a tight, 
ſnug, little, domeſtic war; in which our exertions ſhould be con- 
fined at home ; in which we ſhould not ſtretch an arm beyond the 
circumference of our own dominions, but ſhould-fit down with our 
navy collected about us, and turn round upon our ow axis, without 
referenee to the reſt of the world. The main advantage ſtated as 
likely to reſult from this ſyſtem was, that our ſailors would ſpeud 
their wages at home : the noble Stateſman ought to have added, to 
heighten the glowing piQure, that my would ſpend them in exciſe- 
able commodities. 

+ This ſyſtem of ſeparate war was evidently calculated to lead 


[ Commons, 


ultimately to ſeparate peace : as, indeed, its illuſtrious promulgator | 


avowed. I imagined that the honourable gentleman, in adopting 
the premiſes of the noble Stateſman, muſt be prepared likewiſe to 
adopt his concluſion. I ſhould certainly diſapprove of both— 
becauſe.I cannot but apprehend that a war fo very like peace would 
lead to a peace that would be very like war—that a conteſt (if con- 
teſt it might be called) in which we ſhould be afraid to employ our 
forces, would lead to a pacification at which we ſhould be afraid to 
diſband them. And this opinion I venture to entertain, in oppo- 
fition to ſuch high authority ; becauſe I think I have on my fide 
the eternal and immutable truth, —that the objects of human deſire 
are attainable only by human exertion ;—that never yet did in- 
action beget repoſe, or a want of energy and ſpirit ſecure perma- 
nent and unmoleſted tranquillity. | 

The ſyſtem of - ſeparation, however, is defended. upon another 
ground. It is conceded with great candour, that the conduct of 
France is very bad; but it is at the fame time contended, that the 
other powers of Europe are very bad loo; and that the leſs we have 
to do with either of them, the better. 
the firſt place, to obſerve upon the affectation, which has grown up 
among thoſe who argue againſt the war, of pairing- o the enormities 
of France againſt the imputed crimes of regular Governments. No 
ſooner is any freſh act of atrocity, cruelty, perfidy, or injuſtice, on 
the part of the French Republic brought forward in argument, than 
recourſe is had to ſome ſtale trite topic of declamation, which has 
been uſed a hundred and a hundred: times, againſt Ruſſia, Pruſſia, 
Auſtria, or the Old Government of France. 


his crowded dungeons, and ſweeping executions, —was'the"1 Impri- 
Aonment of La Fayette! The partition df Poland töc Aa mea- 


{ure which I have no thoughts of juſtifying) Tn ny, de- 


J muſt take leave, Sir, in 


Roberſpierre's 
reign, the favourite pair for every one of his 'noyddes, and fuſt ftllades, 
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teſtable, impious, and tyrannical outrages, invaſions, confiſcations, 
rapines, and maſſacres, of the French Government, has not the par- 
tition of Poland been cited as a parallel! It has really, Sir, been 
called into fervice fo often, that it ought no longer to be conſidered 
as a pair. It is time to agree, that at leaſt in any future enormities 
of France, ſhe ſhall not have a ſet-off in the partition of Poland. 
But after all, to what does this argument at beſt amount? The 
world is a bad world,-and we are, ns to withdraw ourſelves | 
from it. Good:—if this were, indeed, practicable; if it re- 


mained for us to chooſe whether we would make a part of this 
world or no; 


& If Heav'n would make us ſuch another world a 
Of one entire and perfect chryſolite,” —— 


where all ſhould be pure, and perfect, and without a flaw, But if 
we are, in ſpite of ourſelves, compelled to belong to the world in 
which we are placed, I know not whether it be not more manly, 


more ſtateſman-like, and more virtuous too, to make the beſt of it; 


—to do what we can with the materials which we have; and to 
endeavour to work out our own happineſs, —even though we ſhould 
not be able to ſeparate and diſconnect it from the happineſs of our 
fellow creatures. 

I think this a more rational conduct than the fort of 1 ſe- 
ceſſion which the honourable gentleman's motion goes to recommend. 


I know of no juſtifiable reaſon for ſuch a ſeceſſian, — ] can conceive 


no motive for it, conſiſtent with true ſenſe of right, and juſt dignity 
of character. I know not how we could reconcile it to ourſelves (if 
it were praQicable) to withdraw into gloomy ſolitude, and . grim 
repoſe :” while we have talents which God has given us for the be- 
nefit of our fellow creatures, and while we have a ſtation which 


affords us an opportunity of employing thoſe talents to that purpoſe. 
It is not under ſuch circumſtances that I can conceive it to be ex- 


uſeable, to indulge a whim, and fretfulneſs, and peeviſhneſs of 


temper, from perſonal ſpleen and petty reſentment, becauſe every 
thing does not go exactly as we would have it. I can conceive no 
cauſe, except ſullen diſcontent, and diſappointed; ambition, which 
could lead us to abjure communion with mankind, | | 
For diſcontent, as a nation, God be thanked, we bw no ground! 
Ours has been a, generous ambition, —and it has not been diſap- 
pointed. It has not been diſappointed ſo far as we, are ourſelves 
concerned; hut it, looks to larger and more elevated re 
the peace and proſperity of the world. ; -- , 
If, indeed, the full gratification of ambitious views were a ſuf- 
A a 2 


— 
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ficient reaſon for retirement, we might fairly and proudly retire, 


[Commoxs, 


and ſay, with truth and confidence, "that we have acted our part, 


If we had undertaken the war for territorial aggrandizement, —if 


we had been impelled to it by a thirſt of 


indeed, fit down contented with our conqueſts, when there is ſcarcely 
any thing left for us to acquire, we might pauſe, fatiated with vie- 


tory, when we have no longer an enemy 
not undertake the war for theſe objects. 


naval glory, —we might, 


to ſubdue. But we Gid 
Undertake-it, indeed, we 


did in no ſenſe: it was forced upon us by the aggreſſion and am- 
bition of our enemy: we were compelled to engage in it for our 


ſafety and defence, —not in local, partial, 


and inſulated points ; but 


in thoſe points in which our ſafety is connected and bound up with 
the ſafety, honour, and intereſts of Europe. 


But what, ſay the gentlemen on the 


other ſide of the Houſe, 


< is the diſtin object for which we are engaged? Gentlemen put 
this queſtion, —as if an bjef were a corporeal ſubſtance, as if it 
were ſomething tangible, ſomething that could be taken in the hand 
and laid upon your table, and turned round and round before them 
for accurate, ocular, examination. In this ſenſe, I profeſs myſelf 


perfectly unable to ſatisfy them. But do 


they mean ſomething leſs 


' preciſe than this, (though ſcarcely leſs ſo)—the ſtatement of ſome 
one diſtinct term, the obtaining of which is to be ſettled before-hand 
as a ne qud non condition of peace? If they do mean this, are they 
really prepared to argue that ſuch a ſtatement, ſuppoſing it could be 
made, would be politic, would be prudent, — particularly with a 
view to the facilitating or accelerating a pacification * Do they not 
believe, —is it not evident, — that if it had any effect, it would have 


an effect exactly the pf Do they think that the reſolution 


of 1707, for inſtance, to which I have already referred, had a ten- 
' dency to promote, or to retard peace? That refolution, indeed, 
we know was not adhered to. Was it then politic to have paſſcd 
it? Or, would the gentlemen he contented with the ſtatement of an 


object to which we did not mean to adhere ?. 


thing by his? Would his give facility to 


Would they gain any 
peace, or vigour to war! 


Would it contribute to any poſſible purpoſe that could be in any 


way beneficial to the country:? 


That we have objects, great ard momentous objeats, | in our view, 


there is no man that muſt_ not feel. I can have no difficulty in 


declaring, that the moſt complete and deſirable termination of thc 
+ conteſt would be the deliverance of Europe. I am told, indeed, 
mat there are perſons who affect not to underſtand this phraſe ; who 
think there is ſomething confuſed, ſomething involyed, ſomething of 


ſtodiet ambiguity and concealment in it. 


J cannot undertake to 
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Ire, anſwer for other gentlemen's powers of comprehenſion. The map gi 
at. of Europe is before them. — I can only ſay, that I do not admire 3 
=if that man's intellects, and I do not envy that man's feelings, who 1 
ht, can look over that map without gathering ſome notion of what is *PÞ 
ely meant by the deliverance of Europe. Fi 
Ie- [ do not envy that man's feelings, who can behold the ſufferings 957 
did of Switzerland, and who derives from that ſight no idea of what is . 
we meant by the Deliverance Europe. I do not envy the feelings 2 
m- of that man, who can look without emotion at Italy, —plundered, þ5 
our inſulted, trampled upon, exhauſted, covered with ridicule, and +I 
but horror, and devaſtation ;—who can look at all this, and be at a loſs 5 
ith to gueſs what is meant by the Deliverance of Hurope. As little do 1451 

I envy the feelings of that man, who can view the people of the b 14 
fe, Netherlands driven into inſurrection, and ſtruggling for their free- 1 
put dom againſt the heavy hand of a mecileſs tyranny, without enter- 11 
it taining any ſuſpicion of what may be the ſenſe of the word Delive- ht 
nd rance. Does ſuch a man contemplate Holland groaning under ar- if 
em bitrary oppreſſions and exactions? Does he turn his eyes to Spain Fa 
elf trembling at the nod of a foreign maſter? And does the word . 
els Deliverance ſtill found unintelligibly in his ear? Has he heard of 7 
me the reſcue and ſalvation of Naples by the appearance and the tri- 1 
nd umphs of the Britiſh fleet? Does he know that the Monarchy of 1 
ey Naples maintains its exiſtence at the ſword's point? And is his 7 
be underſtanding, and is his heart, ſtill impenetrable to the ſenſe and l 
A meaning, of the Deliverance 5 of Eu rape F 1 
jot Sir, that we ſhall ſucceed in effeQing this general A 1 FF. 
ve do not pretend to affirm. That in no poſſible cafe we ſhould: lay 1 
on down our arms and conclude a peace before it is fully effected, I do 1 
n- not mean to argue. But that this is the et which we ought to 
d, have in view, even if we look to our own ſafety only, —that of this 
cd we ought to accompliſh as much, as our means, our power, our ex- 
an ertions, our opportunities will allow, — I do moſt anxiouſly contend. 
ny If circumſtances ſhould unhappily ariſe to make the attainment of 
1 the object hopeleſs, it will be time enough when they do ariſe, to 
ny give up the hopes of attaining it: but do not let us run before 


misfortune, do not let us preſume diſappointment,'s and anticipate the 
, neceſſity of diſgrace ! 


in But is is contended, and juſtly contended, that the deliverance of 
he Europe cannot be effected by our exertions alone: and that, unleſs 
d, other powers are ſincerely diſpoſed to co-operate, we are ſetting out 
50 on a romantic and abſurd and impracticable enterprize, which we 


of have neither any chance of accompliſhing, nor any 'duty or call to 
to undertake, I perfectly agree, that if other powers are not diſpoſed 
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to coutijerate, we have no reaſonable chance of ſucceeding to the 


extent of our wiſhes. But I cannot help aſking, at the ſame time | 


If there be no ſuch diſpoſition on the part of other powers, where 
is the uſe or what is the neceſſity for the honourable gentleman' 
motion? Why need Parliament interfere to prevent His Majeſty's 
Miniſters from taking advantage of diſpoſitions which do not exiſt, 
and from accepting co-operatien which will not be offered ? But 
if, on the other hand, the powers of Europe, or any of them, are 
ready to do their part towards the common ſal vation, and want but 
, our countenance and encouragement to begin ; if the train is laid, 
—if the ſparks of enmity and reſentment which the aggreſſions of 
France have kindled in every nation throughout Europe want but 
our breath to blow them into conflagration ;—is it the dictate of 
our duty, our intereſt, or our feelings, to ſave France from deſtruc- 
tion, — and by a coarſe and haſty proceeding, like that which is now 
recommended to us, to thraw a wet blanket on the flames? 
If, however, the co-operation of allies ſhould be offered, we are 
called upon to receive them with ſuſpicion and diſtruſt ; and to be 
aſſured, from the fate of former confederacies, from the manner in 
which we have been duped and deceived heretofore, that no fidelity 
to engagements, and no conſiſtency of conduct, is to be mga 
from the continental powers. 

It ſeems to me that this is rather a hard, unfair, aud haſty judge- 
ment. When it is contended, that beeauſe Auſtria and Pruſſia 
have been unfaithful to our alliance, and have made peace at differ- 
ent times in a manner equally inconſiſtent with their engagements 
and their intereſts, —Rufſia and the Porte muſt therefore be conſi- 
dered as equally faithleſs, equally worthleſs allies, as powers on 
whom no reliance can be placed, and from whoſe exertions no ad- 

vantage can be expected; — when the errors of the guilty are thus 
made to furniſh a ground of preſumption againſt the innocent :— 
I have too much reſpe& for the honourable gentleman, to ſay that 
he reaſons falſely, or feebly ;—but J muſt ſay, that if I had ever 


happened to meet with ſuch a train of reaſoning, upon any other ſub- 


ject, in any other place, I ſhould have had little heſitation in con- 
demning it as illogical and inconcluſive. 

Of the treatment, indeed, which the Ottoman Porte receives, I 
think we have ſome reaſon to complain. Gentlemen ſeem to think 
that when they have quoted the words of His Majeſty's ſpeech, 
«© the vigour and deciſion of the Ottoman Porte, they have en- 
tirely ſettled the queſtion ; that they have ſtated ſomething obviouſly 
and palpably abſurd and ridiculous : —and the ſmile with which 
this quotation is received by thoſe who ſurround them, muſt very 
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much encourage them in that idea. They ſeem to think, that be- 
cauſe the Grand Seignior wears a long beard and a long gown, and 
is altogether a figure ſuch as we are not accuſtomed every day to 
contemplate, —to expect vigour and deciſion, or good ſenſe or ſound 
policy, from him, is an expeQation in the higheſt degree wild and 
fantaſtical. 

I cannot, for my life, bring myſelf to underſtand where all this 
ridicule lies. I know not why the Grand Seignior ſhould not take 
as correct a view of his intereſts, as any other power whoſe cuſ- 
toms may be more conformable to our own. I am ſure that the 
declaration (which we have all ſeen) of the motives which have 
guided the conduct of the Porte, is as able and maſterly a compoſi- 
tion, as correct in principles of juſtice, and as ſound in principles of 
policy, as any ſtate paper that ever was publiſhed by any Cabinet of 
Europe. And if the dreſs and decorations of the "Turk be all 
that ſtrikes the honourable gentleman as ridiculous; —I know not 
why I ſhould forbear to take the benefit that might reſult to my ar- 
guments, from calling your attention to the antic mummeries and 
tri-coloured trumpery of the enlightened Executive Directory of 
France. But I know, if I were to do fo, Sir, I ſhould be cen- 
ſured as illiberal, unphiloſophical, and — (there is another word in 
faſhion which I had almoſt forgotten) uncandid. Allow me, Sir, 
only to claim the ſame candour and liberality for the Turk. 

But your Turk is a Mahometan, it ſeems, and therefore an ally 
not fit for a Chriſtian ! do not know, Sir, but an alliance with a 
Mahometan may be as good as a peacc with an Atheiſt ; the ſanc- 
tion of its engagements may, perhaps, be as s facred, and its Upls- 
tions as likely to be fulfilled. f 

But he is a ſluggiſh Turk; ſlow to anger, and hard to be driven 
into action. If that be his charadtes, what muſt be the Rs 
which have rouſed him ! 

But then comes the worſt of all: —the Turks and Ruten are 
naturally enemies; and yet here we find them moſt unnaturally 
allied together againſt a common enemy. In the firſt place, Sir, it 
is a little hard, that, when in favour of France, all notions of re- 
ccived and eſtabliſhed policy, and of the balance of power in Eu- 
rope, are to be utterly diſregarded, and put out of the queſtion, — 


there is yet to be no combi nation againſt France but upon principles | 
ſtrictiy eonformable to them. But after all, what is there in this 
argument? What does it prove. but that the aggreſſions of 


France have been ſo multiplied, ſo various, and ſo extraordinary, 
as to unite againſt her powers the moſt oppoſite in nature and in in- 
tereſt, as to make the neceſſity of reſiſtanee, and che duty of ſelf- 
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preſervation ſaperſede every narrower conſideration, every motive of 


more particular and contracted policy? 

Did gentlemen ſuppoſe, then, that there is ſuch a magic force in 
the hoſtility of France, that if ſhe attacks, at the ſame time, two 
powers, naturally enemies to each other, the recollection of their 
previous hoſtility ſhall deprive each of them of the capacity of ſelf. 
defence? Did any body ever ſee, or hear, or read of an inftance of 


ſuch rooted, and unconquerable, and unreafonable antipathy ? Can 


they conceive this in individual inſtances? If a man comes againſt 
me with a ſword ſtained with the blood of my enemy, am I there- 
fore to make no reſiſtance to his attack ? 

For our old allics, however, it is taken for granted that no apology 
can be made. No good reaſc 1 (it is contended) can be given, why 
they ſhould now be more worthy of our confidence, more ſteady to 
our intereſts and their own, than they have proved themſelves in 
the former eonfederacy. The honourable gentleman has antici- 
pated an argument which he is apprehenfive may be drawn from 
the change of circumſtances in Europe, and from the conviQion 
which is grown up within this laſt year, reſpecting the real views and 
intentidns of France. This argument the honourable gentleman 
has anticipated, and declares he ſees nothing in it. The honourable 
gentleman is right in his anticipation. I certainly am diſpoſed to 


| uſe this argument; and I certainly am equally diſpoſed to differ 


from the honourable gentleman, as to its force and validity. 

I would aſk the honourable gentleman, I would aſk every man 
in the Houſe, whether he does not know—perſonally and intimately 
know—many individuals in this country, the whole courſe and 
current of whoſe ideas, with reſpect to France, have of late been 
entirely changed? Does he not believe that the invaſion. of Swit- 
zerland, for inſtance, that the profligate, ſwindling tranſaction with 
America, that the event of the negotiation at Liſle, worked a great 
change in the public mind in this country? Is not the honourable 
gentleman acquainted with great and illuſtrious converts among 
what ſome perſons have deemed the moſt able, the moſt enlightened, 
and muſt reſpeQable characters of the age? And by what rule, 
either of juſtice or of reaſon, does the honourable gentleman pro- 


poſe to limit the Nets of experience to his own countrymen. 


alone? 
Is it not poſſible that the Stateſmen of Auſtria or of Pruſſia 


may have caught ſome light from what has paſſed upon the Con- 
- finent of Europe? May not Baron Thugut or Count Haugwitz 


have declarcd, (though not, perhaps, in a public tavern, } at Keriin: 
or Vienna, that © France has thr:wn off the maſk, if ever ſhe.uore it 
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Would not they be to be believed if they had made ſuch a declara- 


tion? Is there any thing that ſhould make their profeſſion incre- 
dible, and their conviction ſuſpicious ? Or is it to the enlightened 
wiſdom, to the penetrating and perſpicacious ſagacity, to the firm 
and inflexible virtue of our own patriot Stateſmen alone, that we 


would confine the plea of credulity, and reſtrict the n of re- 


cantation * 

I, Sir, do not ſee the juſtice of ſuch a reſtriction and limitation: 
and I confeſs I ſhould try the fincerity of ſuch a recantation by one 
teſt alone ;—by obſerving whether or not it were followed by any 
ad that correſponded with its ſpirit and its meaning. 

It has been obſerved by antient philoſophers, that if virtue could 
be brought to perfection and conſummation in any human mind, the 
pofleflor of it would ſtill be an imperfect creature, foraſmuch as 
the conſciouſneſs of his own excellence would weaken in him one 
of the firſt and moſt amiable qualities of human nature—the indul- 
gence for the frailties of his fellow-creatures. It is, I ſuppoſe, 
from ſome ſuch cauſe as this, that the gentlemen on the other ſide 
of the Houſe thew themſelves ſo little indulgent to the failings and 


errors of our allies. © Conſcious that nothing of French artifice, or 


French wickedneſs, eould deecive or impoſe upon them, they cannot 
forgive the folly and ſtupidity of thoſe who have ſuffered themſelves 
oe: a moment to be ſo dcluded: nay, they are hardly content to 
aſcribe the deluſion to folly ; but are forward to infinuate a _ 
cion of ſympathy and fetlow-feeling with France. 

We, Sir, who have not the ſame conſciouſneſs of infallibility in 
ourſelves, are naturally averſe from ſuch ſuſpicion, and more diſ- 
poſed to make good-natured allowances. And I proteſt for one, 
that if the Miniſters whom I have mentioned, Baron Thugut, and 
Count Haugwitz, — nay, if even their maſters, the Emperor and the 
King of Pruſſia, had pledged themſclves yet deeper to a miſtaken 
opinion of France ;—if the forms-of the Houſe had admitted of 
their being brought to your bar, and there, Sir, before God and the 


country, ſwearing upen their oaths and upon their hmour, that they 
believed —nay, ſwearing that they always would continue to believe, 
—that the Government of France was the gentleft, quieteſt, pureſt, © 


leſt, Haithfulleft, beft of Governments ;—that it abhorred and de- 
tr/ted above all things, the idea of foreign interference with the go- 


vernment of other countries ;—that the character of the Directory 


had ſomething in it of peculiar candour, ingenuity, and openneſs ;— 
that they (the witneſſes) ſpoke to theſe facts from their own certain 


knowledge,—for that they had lived upon terms of the moſt confiden- 


tal intercourſe with the Directory, and heir communication had been 
Vol. VII. | Bb 
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| almoſt entirely upon Subjefts of a political nature :—1f, I ſay, Sir, ſuch 
had been the teſtimony. in favour of France, given with all the 
ſolemnity of an oath, by the great perſonages to whom I have re- 
ferred 1 ſhould yet be willing to allow ſome credit to their af- 
ſeyeration, if they were now to come forward and tell us, that the 
circumſtances of the conduct of France fince the time when this 
teſtimony was given, —that, above all, the declarations and confeſſion 
of France herſelf, had completely changed their opinion ; had de- 
tected the fraud which had been practiſed upon their judgement, and 


had convinced them of the profligacy, the atrocity, and the hypo- 


criſy of the Directory. 
I fay, Sir, I ſhould be willing to give full credit to this penitent 
retraction. I ſhould be willing even to profit by their offers of fu- 


- ture co-operation againſt France, Nor do I well ſee on what ground 


the honourable gentlemen. could reject ſuch offers, unleſs they are 
prepared to argue (which if they are, on their own Judgements be the 
reſponſibility, I do not preſume to give any opinion for or againſt 
ſuch a propoſition) that © no man who has once been contaminated 
by the communion of French principles, —who has been drawn, 
© however innacently or miſtakenly, into an approbation and encou- 
© ragement of perſons n upon theſe principles, — can ever again 
be a ſound man. Nr 
I., for my part, ſhould in ſuch a caſe incline to believe the re- 
cautation fincere, and to act upon it as ſuch ;—unleſs indeed at the 
moment of making it the ſame perſon were to ſay to me, I do 
0 not, however, ſo much diſapprove French principles i in them- 
&« ſelves: I only doubt the propriety of their application.” — Then, in- 
deed, I admit, that I ſhould diſtruſt him again as much as ever. 
So much, Sir, as to the particular argument that the paſt con- 
duct of our former allies ought to lead us to withhold all credit 
from their future profeſſions. There is, however, another and a 
more general argument, com comprehending alike theſe and the other 
powers of Europe ; which, but that it has been ſtated by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, I ſhould really have thought ſcarcely worth 
confutation. We, it ſeems—a wiſe, prudent, refleQing people 


are much ſtruck with all the outrages that France has committed 


pon the Continent; but on the powers of the Continent itſelf, no 
1 impreſſion has becn made. Is this probable? Is it poſſi- 
pie Is it in the nature of things, that the contemplation of the 
wrongs and miſeries which others have endured, ſhould have 


worked a Seeger impreſſion upon our minds, than the ſuffering. of 


thoſe wiſcries an nd wrongs has left on the minds of thoſe upon 
whom * were actually inflited ? 


Dr. 


Dec. 11.] DEBATES. 187 


« Segnius irritant animos demiſſa per aures 
© Quam que ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus.p 


Vet the echo and report of the blows by which other countries have 
fallen, are ſuppoſed to have had more effe& upon us, than the blows 
themſelves produced upon the miſerable victims who ſunk beneath 
them. 

The pillage and bloody devaſtation of Italy ſtrike us with hor- 
ror ; but Italy, we are to believe, is contented with what has be- 
fallen her. The inſults which are hurled by the French garriſon 
from the walls of the citadel of Turin rouſe reſentment in aur 
breaſts; but have no effect on the feelings of the Piedmonteſe. 
WW: read with indignation of the flag of Bernadotte diſplayed in 
mockery and inſult ro the Emperor and his ſubjeQts ; ; but it flaunted 
in the eyes of the people of Vienna without exciting any emotions 
of hatred or reſentment. The invaſion of a province of a friendly 
power with whom they had no cauſe nor pretext for hoſtility, has 
created in us a decided deteſtation for the unprincipled ' hypoeriſy 
and ambition of the Directory; but the Ottoman Porte fits down 
contented with the loſs of Egypt; feels no injury, and _— nei- 
ther reparation nor revenge. 

And then, Sir, the wrongs of Switzerland! They, too, are 
calculated to excite an intereſt here ; but the Swiſs no doubt en- 
dure them with quiet reſignation, and contented humility. If, after 
the taking of Soleure, the venerable Magiſtrates of that place were 
firſt paraded round the town in barbarous triumph, and afterwards, 
contrary to all the laws of war, of nations, and of nature, were in- 


humanly put to death ; if, when the unoffending town of Sion eapi- | 


tulated to the French, the troops were let looſe to revel in eve 
ſpecies of licentiouſneſs and cruelty, —if the women, after Eavir 
been brutally violated, were thrown alive into the flames; if, 
more recently, when Stantz was carried after 4 ſhort but vigorous 
and honourable reſiſtance, ſuch as would have conciliated the offccth 


of any but a French conqueror, the while town was burnt to the 


ground, and the aſhes quenched with the blood of the inhabitants': 

the bare recital of theſe horrors and atrocities awakens in Britiſh 
boſoms, I truſt it does awaken, I truſt it will long keep alive, an 
abhorrence of the nation and name of that people by whom ſuch 
exeerable cruelties have been practiſed, and ſuch terrible calamities 
inflited : but on the Swiſs (we are to underſtand) theſe crueltics ant 
calamities have left no laſting impreſſion ; the inhabitants of So- 
leure, who followed, with tears of anguiſh and indighationz” their 
venerated magiſtrates to a death of terror and ignominy; the hüf- 
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bands and fathers and ſons of thoſe wretched victims who exptred 
in torture and in ſhame, beneath the brutality of 2 ſavage ſoldiery 
at Sion; the wretched ſurvivors of thoſe who periſhed in the ruins 
of their oountry at Stantz ; they all felt but a tranſient pang; their 
tears by this time are dried; heir rage is huſhed ; Heir reſentment 
filenced : there is nothing in heir feelings which can be ſtimulated 
into honourable and effeQual action; there is no motive for ther 
_exertions, upon which we can ſafely and permanently rely 
Sir, 1 ſhould be aſhamed to waſte your time by arguing ſach a 
: queſtion, _ | 
Ik, however, with ſuch allies as FRE is a probability of obtain- 
ing, with ſuch a chance for the fidelity and ſtability of thoſe alli- 
. ances'/ as the circumſtances to which 1 have alluded appear to fur- 
niſh, we are yet to be told that there is no ſafety in ſuch a ſyſtem : 
it may be worth while to conſider very ſhortly, whether a greater 

degree of ſecurity would belong to a ſeparate treaty of peace with 
France coneluded at the preſent moment, if at the preſent moment 
it were poſſible to conclude it. I certainly have no thoughts of 
troubling you at length upon this part of the ſubject, becauſe there 
is not one word in the honourable gentleman's ſpeech which implies 
the belief (it would indeed be ſtrange if he could believe) that any 
peace on any terms is at preſent within our power. But if the 
faith of other powers be doubtful, the perfidy of France is 
certain. 

Need I enumerate the ſeveral inſtances of direct and profligate 

breach of faith which have diſtinguiſhed, or rather which have 
marked in almoſt equal degree, every diplomatic act of the French 
Republie? Need I fecall to your memory how the ꝓreliminaries 
of Leoben (firſt granted to the Emperor to extricate Buonaparte 
From the difficulties of the ſituation into which: his raſnnefs had pre- 
cipitated him), were withdrawn and cancelled by the French Go- 
vernment, under the pretence that to lam the execution of them 
was to impoſe on the generoſity of the Republic ? How in their 
room was ſubſtituted the treaty of Campo Formio? And hom the 
treaty vf Campe Formio, after doing violated in innumerable in- 
ſtances, has been al moſt diſtinctly/ abrogated andbrenounced in the 
Sonfedkväce at Radſtade? Necd!Jo1defite eyoul to rerdllert ithe 
fraud and violemee hy the Frueh rookigoffefſioriofMenice, 
and the ſHalnelbſs· injuſtieb with which{they the nexriday trand{trred 
that poeſſibir eg tte Epe ro Ai Ned burn again to Swidzer- | 
land to hend -· vb, cht the iht ſibm f that devoted cduntry w 
the Wörk hot of aims ſo much b ofaray that tha. focrpillage 
| and devaſtatiotr was * . The . of ſuperimending and 
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gusranteeing a few Parliamentary Reforms ? Fan we remember 


| theſe things, and yet pretend to doubt if we ſhall have ag good ſecu- 


rity for. the fidelity of our allies in the proſeęution of the conteſt, as 
we could build on the faith of France for its ſafe and honourable 
termination ? . JR EO FEE ED 

There is yet another. point of v view in which this . may 
be conſidered. Let us compare the expectations which we may be 
allowed to form of our allies, with the character and fituation of the 
ſeveral allies of France. If we, in renewing the great contederacy 
of the powers of the Continent, are weaving a rope of ſand let 
us examine whether the conneQions of France are bound to. her 
by a chain which nothing can looſen. If the ground upon which 
we ſtand is falſe and hollow, let us ſee whether the ain of 
France reſt upon a more ſtable and ſoliq foundation = 

If the only ſure foundation of permanent alliance between nations 
muſt be laid in community of intereſt and of ſentiment, in the ſenſe 
of mutual benefits, or in the interchange: of protection n the one 
fide, and attachment on the other: — let us look round, Sir, among 
the States which are immediately connected with France; let, us 
examine the benefits which they derive from her friendſhip, and it 
will not be difficult to eſtimate, the affeRion which they muſt-owe 
to her in return. 1 (11G 16-2 -r: „58 

Is it in the Ciſalpine, the Roman, the Liguri Republics, thoſe 
deformed and ricketty children, upon whom the Mother Republic 
has laviſhed fo. much of her care, — is it in theſe, however they may 
bear the precious reſemblance of their parent, that we are to look 
for the fondneſs of filial duty and attachment?  .., 

Are we look for it in the Ciſalpine Republiq, whom, in 1 
ence to the others, ſhe appears to have ſclected as a-living- ſubject 
for her experiments in political anatomy; whom ſhe has delivered 
up tied and bound to a ſeries of butchering, bungling, philoſophical 


profeſſors, to diſtort and mangle, and, lop, and ſtretet its limbs into 


all ſorts of fantaſtical ſhapes, and to hunt through its palpitating 
frame the vital principle of republicaniſm : ; 

Is the infant Roman Republic ſo gratified by the pela dich 
France has made to it of five Conſyls. inſtead of two. z..as.. to 
forget all the miſeries, the robbery, the confiſeagion, and the,blogd, 
enden this invaluable acquiſition has been purchaſed? W 

Does the protection which ſhe has afforded to the Ligurian,Re- 


public, entitle her to their affectionate acknowledgement and pious 
devotion ?? Obſerve, I beg of you, in what a fituauiggstbolte un- 


fortunate Ligurians have been placed by her. They ate feregd into 


acts of outrage and hoſtility againſt England. We declare war 
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againſt them; — and fuch 3 is their confidence in the protection of 
| France, that no ſooner has that war been declared, than they come 
crawling- upon their knees to implore our pity and forbearance 
Unnatural Ligurians'! if they are not thankful for ſuch an inſtance 
of the parental ſolicitude of France for their welfare ! | 

Look: next at that unfortunate Prince, whoſe dominions border 
upon theſe wretched Republics ; and aſk, by what ties of gratitude 
is the King of Sardinia bound to his ally! The King of Sar. 
dinia, it is true, has not yet been precipitated from his throne : but 
he ſits there with the ſword of a French garriſon ſuſpended above 
his head. He retains, indeed, the ſtyle and title of King; but 
there is a French General to be Viceroy' over him. A prifoner in 


his own capital, ſurrounded by the ſpies and agents, and hemmed 


in by the arms of the Directory, compelled to diſmiſs from his 
Councils and his preſence all thoſe of his ſervants who were moſt 
attached to his perſon, and moſt zealous for his intereſts ; compelled 
to preach daily to his people, the mortifying and degrading leſſon 
of that patience and humility, of which he is himſelf a melancholy 
example, to excuſe and extenuate the inſults offered by his allies to 
his ſubjeQs, to repreſs, even by force, the reſentment of his ſub- 
jects againſt his allies: is this a ſituation in which the King of 
Sardinia can be ſuppoſed to derive comfort from- the alliance of 
France, and repay it with thankfulneſs? Would he not, even if 
this were to be the extent of his ſuffering and degradation; would 
he not, if he inherits the ſpirit of his great anceſtors, if their blood 
flows i in his veins; would he not ſeize, even at the riſk of his 
crown and of his life, any opportunity that might be afforded him, 
to emancipate himſelf from a connection ſo burdenſome, to ſhake off 
the weight of a friendſhip ſo intolerable ? , ; 

But he well knows that he has not- yet ſuffered all that is pre- 
pared for him. He knows full well that he is allowed to oceupy 
even this ſhadowy and tottering throne, to graſp the unreal 
| mockery” of a ſceptre, only ſo long a&he ſhall be neceſſary as Pur- 
veyor for the French army in Italy; or until it ſhalt pleaſe the 
capricious cruelty of his tyrants to end his diſgrace by annihilation. 
Perhaps' the ſupplies for a campaign may be more-readily procured 
by the operations of a regular government, than they could be by 
any. new, upſtart revolutionary power, in a country agitated by the 
ferment of political change: Perhaps the luſt of deſtroyitig may 
overbear this prudential conſideration: But, at all everits, the war 
in Italy once over, whether it be in the tide of victory, or in the 
ebb and reflux of defeat, that the French armies return through 


Piedmont, their paſſage will alike be fatal to this unhappy Monarch 
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and to his people; they will equally ſweep away with them, in a 


torrent, whatever remains of royalty and of eſtabliſned government; 


and will leave behind them the ſame wreck, the ſame ſhapeleſs 
ruins, with which the fair face of the neighbouring countries is 
already encumbered and deformed. 


But, perhaps, with more powerful and more reſpected allies, 


with thoſe whoſe names were brought forward with ſuch diſplay and 


oſtentation in the negotiation at Liſle, as inſeparably connected with 
the honour and intereſts of the French Republic ; perhaps with 
Holland and with Spain a greater degree of forbearance has been 
obſerved ; a more friendly and liberal intercourſe has been eſta- 
bliſhed ; a more honourable and independent ſyſtem of communi- 
cation has been maintained. 7 | | 
The friendſhip of Holland! the independence of Spain ! Is 
there a man ſo beſotted as to ſuppoſe, that there is one hour of peace 


there is one ſyllable of friendſhip uttered by them towards France ; 


but what is extorted by the immediate preſſure, or by the dread and 
terror of French arms? 


© mouth-honour, breath 
„ Which the poor heart would fain refuſe, but dare not!“ 


Have the regenerated Republic of Holland, or the degraded Mo- 


narchy of Spain, ſuch reaſon to rejoice in the protection of the 


French Republic, that they would voluntarily throw themſelves be- 
tween her and any blow which might menace her exiſtence ? 
Holland once had wealth, had induſtry, had commerce. Where 
are they now ? Gone; ſwallowed up in the all-devouring gulph 
of French bankruptcy. Holland once had flouriſhing colonies ; 
them, perhaps, France has, preſerved: for her. The flag of the 
enemies of France is flying in Ceylon, and at the: Cape of Good 
Hope. Holland had once a navy, a navy of ſtrength and gallantry 
and reputation, a,navy which: has often contended even with our 
own, and contended with no mean exertion, for the maſtery of the 
ſea? Where is it now? Where is the ſkill which directed, the 
promptneſs, courage, and vigour, which manned it? All utterly 
deſtroyed and gang. The baneful touch of French fraternity has 
blaſted the reputation, has unmanned the ſtrength, has bowed the 
ſpirit, of the people, in the ſame. proportion as it has exhauſted the 
reſources, of the country. The ſpirit of the people is bowed, it is 


true ;, hut let us truſt that it is not broken; let us hope that, if 


an opening ſhould be preſented, it may yet ſpring up with ſudden 


with France preſerved by either of theſe unhappy countries, that | 
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but by the palpable, undiſguiſed, and oppreſſive agency of a forcign 


192 PARLIAMENTARY 


8 [Commors, 
and - irreſiſtible een to > the mann and overthrow of its 
oppreflors ! | 


Spain, however, it may ve faig, is Rill . * dull a Mo- 
narchy ; to Spain, therefore, the friendſhip of France muſt have 
been offered on more equal and durable terms. An alliance with 


a Bourbon cemented with Bourbon blood cannot but be laſting, 


T look at Spain, Sir, and it muſt be owned I find her ſtill a Mo. 
narchy: ſhe has not yet received the bleſſings of a Directory and 
two Councils. But, I confeſs, I perceive no one of thoſe features 
by wh ich the Monarchy of Spain has heretofore been diſtinguiſned. 
J fee nothing of power; can diſcover „thing of policy. I knox, 


that to be engaged in an impolitie war, is not of itſelf an unheard- 


of, or an unaccountible novelty. - Spain has, no doubt, been often 
engaged, as vell as other powers, in wars of pride, in wars of am- 
bition, in wars af doubtful or miſtaken intereſt. In an abſolute 
M garchy too, like Spain, it muſt often have happened, that, in 
matters of war, or alliance, as well as of internal regulation and 


| domeſtic policy, the will of the Prince, guided either by ſhallow 


favouritiſm, or by crooked intrigue, has, at times, adopted inea- 
ſures prejuricial to the welfare of his ſubjects. A powerful and 
haughty nobility, a numerous and highly-privileged clergy, may at 
other times have given an impulſe to the direQion of affaiis agree- 
able only to their own prejudices and partial intereſts. At other 
times, again, the tempeſt of popular fury has overborne both the 
will of the Prince and the power of the Ariſtocracy, and driven 
the machine of Government wholly out of its natural courſe and 
direction. But a fituation of things, in which the Crown is en- 


- thralled, the ariſtocracy humbled, and the nation in general de- 


graded and impoveriſhed, nor by the effects of internal ſtruggle, or 
the perverſe preponderance of any one party or member of the State, 


power: this is, indeed, an unuſual ſituation for an independent 
kirizdom. Such is, however, the fituation of Spain. The power of 
the Monarch, the prejudices and privileges of the higher orders, the 
comfort, happineſs, and almoſt ſubſiſtence of the maſs of the people, 
are all embarked together in a war, of which the ſucceſs or the fi- 
lure muſt be equally fatal to them all: a war, which has committed 
that country with an enemy whom it dares not face, and has linked 
it to the fortunes, and ſubjected it to the will of an ally, whoſe 


| friendſhip is more formidable than heftility : a war which has 


brought into contempt the authority of the government, and the 


character of the nation; which has exbauſted their commercial and 


annihilated their military marine: which, in precluding their intet- 
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courſe with their colonies, has cut off the ſprings of wealth that fed 
the ſtate, and the ſtreams of commerce that enriched the country: 
a war, which has done more in two ſhort years, under the auſpices 
of France, to carry into execution that vote of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment in 1707, to wreſt the Monarchy of Spain and the Spaniſh 
Weſt Indies from the poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Bourbon, than all 
the exertions of this country could ever have effected, and than all 
its enmity could ever have deſired. 

So fatal has been to Spain already the fad of the French 
Republic ; and ſuch are the obligations by which ſhe is bound to it 


in perpetual allegiance and fidelity! But this is not yet all : the 


King of Spain has yet to drink the bitter dregs of miſery and de- 
gradation. 

Sir, when Louis XIV. broke up the bee of Gertruyden- 
berg rather than ſubmit to the propoſal of turning his arms againſt his 
Grandſon ; whatever our diſlike of his former inſolence, or our de- 
teſtation of his ambition may be, we cannot refuſe our approbation 
to this juſt diſplay of ſpirit and of feeling. Fallen as he then was 
from the ſplendour of his high fortunes, and in ſome meaſure at the 
mercy of his enemies ; we cannot but applaud the honourable pride 
with which, while conceding territory and dominion as the price of 


peace, he yet rejected peace itſelf, when it was to be purchaſed with 


ignominy. TI think too, we cannot but condemn the cruel and un- 
generous policy which dictated the demand of ſuch a facrifice. 


But this, we are to recollect, was the demand of a triumphant. 


enemy. Mark now the extortion of a protecting friend! The 
King of Spain, exhauſted in his reſources, and diſgraced in his arms, 
by a war carried on at the inftigation and for the excluſive intereſt 
of the French Directory, is, in return for theſe exertions, commanded 
by that Directory to employ what remains of the ſtrength and power 
of his kingdom, for the conqueſt of Portugal, for the ſubverſion of 
the throhe to which his daughter is heir.” Have we the feelings of 
men, and do we doubt what ſentiments of indignation and diſguſt 
this outrageous command. muſt have excited! in the boſom of a Fa- 
ther and a King 

* Now; Sir, the@is à ſwry, and it was a good one till the French 


dot hold Uf it Ade Rory of William Tell. I think I need hardly 
make Web application. * Would it appear to us a ſurpriſing or an 
unhaturfl thing, #'the King of Spain, urged and finally compelled 


to point hi$Haſt weapon at the Crown of his Daughter, ſhould turn 
und im che füry of deſpair, and aim it at the boſom of the Jy 
who dictated NE blow? 


I have not troubled the Houſe with this enumeration, as con- 
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ceiving it to hold out in itſelf inducements and temptations for the 
continuance of the war ; ſuppoſing that we had any choice as to 
continuing or coneluding it. But forced as we are to perſevere in 
the conteſt, and expedient as it appears, that we ſhould furniſh our. 
ſelves with whatever means we can procure for conducting it to a 
termination conſiſtent with our ſafety and our honour, and convinced, 
as I think every man muſt be, that the co-operation of other powers 
affords at leaſt one great inſtrument for ſuch an exertion ; it does, 
I think, ſeem material, when againſt the ſyſtem of alliances no ar- 
gument is ſo loud!y urged as the probability of thoſe alliances prov- 
ing unfaithful and unſound ; it does, I think, ſeem material to aſ- 
certain, whether this hazard is peculiar to our ſituation alone; or 
whether, if on the one hand we have but feeble aſſiſtance, we are 
likely, on the other hand, to have any thing but feebleneſs to op- 


| poſe. Committed with our enemy ſingle handed, France to Eng- 


land, what ſhould we fear? But if the acceſſion of allies is to us 
an acceſſion of weakneſs, is it not ſomething to be aſſured that to 
France it is not an acceſſion of permanent and formidable ſtrength? 
that if France has the means of ſeducing our allies, we have the 
ſatisfaction of feeling that our intereſt cannot be indifferent to the 
allies of France ? that even when men called on her fide and fight- 
ing under her banners, they cannot fail in their ſecret hearts to pray 
that the victory may be on our fide ? 

Is not this the caſe? Do we not know it to be ſo? Whois 
there, that has not heard, and heard with heartfelt delight, that the 
glorious victory of the firſt of Auguſt communicated a ſenſation of 
triumph and of joy, not only to the heart of England ; not only to 
the boſom of thoſe nations whoſe deliverance is more immediately 
effected; not only to nations, neutral in name, but who feel in 
ſpite of their neutrality that their independent exiſtence is involved 
in the iſſue of the conteſt, but even to nations nominally hoftile to 
Great Brtain, to Governments the ſlaves of the power or creatures 
of the caprice of France? The preſence of a French Ambaſſador 
could ſcarce repre(s the burſt of exultation in Courts that trembled 
at his frown, The whiſpered ſatisfaction went round in circles 
where an open manifeſtation of joy would have been treaſon. And 


even the vaſſal Republics leaped in their chains. 


Oh ! but however willing the allies of France might be to ſeize 
a favourable opportunity for ſhaking off the yoke of her protection, 
were we even able to rally them on our ſide in the outſet of the con- 


teſt, their aſſiſtance would be nothing worth. Exhauſted and diſpi- 


rited as they are, they have neither the heart nor ſtrength to fight the 


battle of independence! True, Sir, they have been eruelly reduced 
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and broken down. It is true, that many of them have been moulded 
and diſtorted into ſhapes ſo ſtrange and unnatural, that they ſcarce 
have limbs to uſe, or the power of ſelf-motion remaining ; but yet, 
even fo, they are not wholly without vigour and vitality, 


* Spoliatis arma ſuperſunt.“ 


The arms which they have remaining are the arms moſt terrible to 
tyrants, their wrongs, their deſperation, the deſire of revenge. Let 
France appeal to the bad paſſions of our allies ; let her cajole their 
fears, or inflame their appetite for aggrandizement. The founda- 
tions of our tacit but intimate alliance with the - allzes of France are 
already laid, in their juſt reſentment, in their proud indignation, in 
every virtuous and every honourable feeling. When did ſuch a 
conteſt terminate in giving ultimate and permanent preponderance 
to evil? If I do not venture to anticipate a fortunate reſult amount- 
ing to the full completion of our ſanguine and juſtifiable expecta- 
tions, I may furely aſk, what has France done, to deſerve that the 
ordinary courſe of human events ſhould be reverſed in her favour ? 
But then, Sir, another and a graver doubt is ſtated. It is 
doubted whether, with half the world in arms on our fide, the ob- 
jets which we might hope to obtain would be, in any juſt and po- 
litic ſenſe, Br:trfh objects. I, Sir, have not ſat long enough in this 
Houſe to remember the time, but a time I am told there was, when 
if I had ventured to heſitate a doubt whether or not the ſituation of 
the powers of the Continent, relatively to us or to each other, and 
the general balance of Europe, (as it is called) were objects of Bri- 
tiſh concern, I ſhould have been ſcouted and laughed at as a dri- 
veller and an idiot, or reviled as a preſumptuous arraigner of the 
wiſdom and policy of our anceſtors. I underſtand that all this is 
now changed. TI underſtand that the great authorities, from whom 


I ſhould more particularly have expected ſuch a cenſure if I had 


ventured ſuch an opinion, have entirely thrown away and aba ndofied 
their favourite ſyſtem ; and are now more ſtrenuous in decryi ing 
thoſe who maintain it, than they were before in propagating it 
themſelves. I cannot account for theſe excentricities ; but I do 
not preſume to blame them. They at leaſt teath me to proceed 
with caution ; and rather to inquire with great humility from the 
honourable gentleman on the other fide of the Houſe, whether or no 
ſuch and ſuch things are objects of intereſt to our country? than to 
ſtate any affirmitive opinion of my own upon the fubject. 

The honourable gentleman mentioned the Eaſt Indies, and 
alluded to the expedition to Egypt as having threatened our poſſeſ- 
hons in that quarter. Is then the deliverance” of Egypt from a 
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French army a Britiſh object? Does the honourable gentleman, 
or does ariy man, believe, that if peace had been concluded at Liſle, 
this expedition would at all the leſs have been undertaken? Does 
he believe that, in that caſe, to defeat the expedition would have 
been equally a Britiſh object? And does he think that, after the 
peace made at Liſle, we ſhould have been equally in a condition to 
defeat it? Would not the co-operation of the Turk have been then 
deſirable, to enable us to effect this purpoſe? Is it lefs deſirable 
now? If, by his co-operation, we are enabled to confound and 
expel that horde of robbers, and buccaneers, who have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Egyytian territory, or, (what I ſhould like much bet- 
ter,) to ſhut them up on all ſides, and leave them there to be quietly 
and gradually exterminated—is this no advantage to Great Britain 
Was the purpoſe of the honourable gentleman's motion to preclude 
the poſſibility of „his event? 

If, by the joint aſſiſtance of Ruſſia and the Porte, we could 
ſweep the Levant and the Mediterranean of the ſcattered remnants 
of this piratical armament; if the coaſts of Italy were thus rendered 
unaffailable by the enemy, and the ſouthern coaſts of France thus 
laid open to our attack, and the ports and commerce of the Medi- 
terranean and Levant ſecured to us; are theſe Britiſh objects? 

Are the Netherlands a Britiſb object? I have heard that the 
dependence of the Netherlands on France, has in former times been 
conſidered as fo prejudicial to this country, that there was no caſe 
in which that object alone would not have been a ſufficient cauſe for 
prolonging or for even engaging in a war. I do not aſſert that this 
is ſo. But if there be any truth in this opinion, and if, by a vigorous 
co-operation on the part of Auſtria or Pruſſia, or both, we might 
have a chance of wreſting this poſſeſſion from France, —will the 
honourable gentleman, will any other man in the Houſe, be the per- 
ſon to get up and ſay, This you might effect, but I will pre- 
vent you ?' 

If, by the help of Pruſſia, we might hope to reſcue Holland 
from her preſent ſtate of ſervitude and degradation, to raiſc her 
head once more among the independent powers of Europe, a rich, 4 
flouriſhing, and a happy country, connected with us by old habits, 
common intereſt, and the reciprocation of Commercial advantages; 
will any man fay that this would not be a Britiſh object? will any 
man lay in his claim now, would any man be proud hereafter to 
have entitled himſelf, to the credit of having thrown an inſuperable 
impediment in the way of the reſcue and reſtoration of Holland? 

And yet, Sir, Holland has heretofore been thought to be fo inti- 
mately intereſting to this en eſpecially by gentlemen who uſed 
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to fit on that fide of the Houſe, and to whoſe former opinions on 
foreign politics I have been accuſtomed to attach no ſmall degree of 
reſpect and conſideration, that, if I am rightly informed, (for it is 
much beyond my memory in Parliament) the only act of my right 
honourable friend's Adminiſtration which has had the good fortune 
to receive the approbation and applauſe of thoſe gentlemen, and upon 
which they laviſhed as large and unqualified praiſe as his warmeſt 
ſupporters could have afforded him, was the ſpirited and judicious 
exertion by which, in the year 1787, the deſigns of France in Hol- 


land were defeated (at the riſque of a 88 and the aſcendaney of 


this country ſecured. 

[ cannot believe that if we were now debating, if it poſſibly 
could be fit matter for this Houſe to debate, Whether or no, hav- 
© ing an opportunity to conclude a peace in all other reſpeas deſi- 
© rable, we ſhould continue the war for the ſingle purpoſe of the 
* deliverance of Holland alone, I cannot believe that thoſe perſons 
to whom I have referred, holding the principles which they have 
heretofore profeſſed, could heſitate to give their vote in the affir- 
mative. 

If I am wrong in this ſuppoſition, I deſire only to be informed, 
where, and when, and how, the change in the policy of the country 
took place? Is the ambition of France leſs formidable now ? 
Is her deſire of aggrandizement leſs notorious * Is her power leſs 
terrible? Is her hoſtility to this country leſs acrimonious ! than 
when, in the year 1786, the commercial treaty with France was 
arraigned, by the ſame perſons whoſe maxims of foreign policy I 
have already quoted, not as unfavourable to Great Britain, but as 
likely to take off the edge of our national antipathy againſt France ? 
When my right honourable friend was attacked and reviled for 
having, in a paltry ſearch after. mercantile profit, wholly abandoned 
the doctrines of our anceſtors, and improvidently thrown away the 
fafety of poſterity, by admitting the poſſibility of any relations be- 


tween this country and France, except thoſe of jealous rivalry or 


open conteſt ; for having attempted to lull England into the belief 
that the ambition of France, becauſe not active at the moment, was 
extinguiſhed ; that her power, becauſe not exerted, had ceaſed to 
be formidable : that her profeſſions of friendſhip could mean any 
thing, but to gain time and ſtrength; that her apparent pacific diſ- 


poſition could be any thing but a drawing of breath againſt the re- 
newal of hoſtilities ? 

If all this is changed, allow me to inquire of thoſe who can in- 
ſtrut me, by what proceſs the change has been wrought ? and at 
what period ? What i is its origin and date? Did it come in with the 
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priety of the alteration, but to get at the reaſon of it. 


_ will therefore be accompliſhed. 


new ſtyle? Was it on primidi, duodi, or decadi, in what month, 
and in what year, of the new Republican Calendar? Did the old 
ſyſtem expire in September, and the new one begin with Fructidir? 
I really aſk for information. I do not mean to queſtion the pro. 
I am not too 
old tolearn. But I cannot take it upon authority alone : and that 
too, an authority which has always hitherto been on the other fide. 
I muſt continue to repeat my old catechiſm, until I am ſufficiently 
illuminated to underſtand the articles of the new. | 

Dill then, I muſt continue to aſk with ſome degree of earneſtneſs, 
If any one of the objects, which J have enumerated, may poſlibly 
be obtained by an alliance with the powers of the Continent, much 
more if we could be fanguine enough to ſuppoſe that ſuch an open- 
ing might ariſe, as would lead to the attainment of them all, as 
would lead to the reduction of France within her antient limite, 
and to the replacing Europe nearly in the ſituation in which it ſtood 
deore the commencement of the war; whether or no it is poſſible 
for a Member of the Britiſh Parliament to entertain ſo extraordinary 
2nd perverſe an ambition as to be deſirous of having it to ſay here- 


after, All this might perhaps have been accompliſhed, but by a 


ſingle motion I prevented it all ?* 

Underſtand me, Sir, however, that I do not mean to undertake 
that if the honourable gentleman's motion ſhould nat paſs, all this 
We are debating now, not whe- 
ther or no ſuch and ſuch exertions will lead to ſuch and ſuch re- 
ſults; but whether or no we ſhall gratuitoufly throw away the only 
chance which we have for the exertions being made. The honour- 
able gentleman does not affirm, that Europe cannot be ſaved ; he 
only defires that we may have no ſhare, that we may give no en- 
couragement for ſaving it, In anſwer to ſuch a propoſition, it is 
not neceſſary for me to argue (what is not denied) that the ſucceſs 
of the experiment is probable ; ir is only neceſſary for me to aſk, 
Whether its ſucceſs is ſo improbable, and its nature fo unintereſting, 
that you will determine beforehand that it ought not to be tried? 

The honouradle gentleman, however, for his part, declares, that 
he © waſhes his hands of the whole buſineſs.” The honourable 
gentleman has a habit, Sir, (which I do not mention, to diſapprove 
it) of appealing to the teſtimony of his conſcience, and of holding 
out to this opponents the miſeries which muſt accrue from “ pil- 
lows ſtuft with thorns.” Has the honourable gentleman ever con- 
fidered the preſent ſituation of Switzerland, in this point of view! 


And is he fo eager to © waſh his hands” of any ſhare in her poſſi- 
die emancipation? Is it neceſſary as a balm to his conſcience? 
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Will it ſtrew his pillow with roſes, to be able to ſay to himſelf: 
If the people of Switzerland ſucceed in breaking the galling fetters 
« of an intolerable and bloody tyranny, thank God, I have given no 


© aid to their efforts. [can lay my hand upon my heart and de- 


« clare, that for ought I would have done for them, or would have 
© encouraged them to do for themſelves, the Swiſs ſhould have con- 
* tinued to groan in bitterneſs of ſorrow, in abaſement and deſpair. 
Fight your own battles, miſerable Swiſs !—England has no ſym- 
« pathy with your ſufferings ! —Bind tighter their fetters, ſangui- 
nary Diretory—You have nothing to dread from Engliſh in- 
terference |! 


« Bleed, bleed, poor Country! 
« Great Tyranny, lay thou thy baſis ſure, 
« For Goodneſs dares not check thee !” 


Such, Sir, is the language of the honourable gentleman's mo- 
tion. But ſuch, I truſt, is not the ſenſe of thoſe who have heard 
it. I too will appeal to the conſcientious feelings of individuals. 
might appeal to their recorded profeſſions in the almoſt unant- 


ſeſſion ; but I confeſs when I can reach the heart and ſpirit, I pre- 
fer a direct appeal to them, to any argument that reſts on mere for- 
mal ties or technical obligations. I might remind every gentleman 
who hears me, that he has concurred in an addreſs to the Throne, 
expreſſing his hearty hope that the opening afforded by the glorious 
ſucceſſes of His Majeſty's arms may lead to the general deliverance 
ef Europe; and pledging himſelf, in no equivocal manner, to 


object. I might require them to reconcile, if they can, the pledge 
meaning. But I prefer going home with every man to his own 
impreſſions upon receiving the account of Lord Nelſon's ſtapendous 


he happened to be converſant? The firſt ſentiment undoubtedly 
was that of thanks and praiſe to the heroes who had thus exalted 
the name, the power, and the glory, of their country, and of hum- 
blegratitude to that providence which had ſo ſignally ꝑroſpered their 
exertions. But next what occurred to every man's feelings and 
underſtanding ? what was the queſtion which immediately ſue- 
ceeded to the firſt burſt of wonder, the firſt tranſport of thankful- 
nels, the firſt emotions of rapture and delight? I fee I am antici- 
pated, „Ha, ect will this have upon the powers of the Continent ©" 


a 


mous vote upon the addreſs to His Majeſty at the beginning of the 


aſſiſt with his voice and council in the proſecution of this important 
there taken with a motion which contradias both its letter and its 
boſom, and defiring him to remember, what were his firſt individual 


achievement? What was the language of every ſociety in which 
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This was the queſtion aſked and echoed by a thouſand tongues, 


[CoMmoxs, 


What then was the meaning of this queſtion? Was it the off. 
| ſpring of cold ſpeculation? of idle curiofity ? No. It ſprung 


from the inſtantaneous, and almoſt inſtinctive, conviction, that, in 
ſpite of all the ſophiſticated argument that may be urged to diſſuade 
us from a generous ſympathy with the fates and fortunes of other 
nations, we have an intereſt in the liberties of the Continent ; that 
our aſſurance is doubly ſure when thoſe around us are preſerved 
from deſtruction; that we can be but precariouſly ſafe, ſo long as 


there is no ſafety for the et of Europe. 


Depend upon it, Sir, in all queſtions which partake equally of 
reaſon and of feeling, the firſt impreſſions of a good heart and ſound 
mind are rarely to be diſtruſted. They may be ſanguine ; they 


may be romantic ; they may repreſent the object defired as much 


nearer, than in the practical purſuit it turns out to be; but, as to 
the object itſelf, they are ſeldom miſdirected. And I believe that 
any man of honeſt and liberal feclings, who can recolle& what were 
his firſt impreſſions upon any ſubjeR, in the conſideration of which 
the heart as well as the underſtanding was engaged, will find that, 
in conſulting thoſe impreſſions, he has not been led aſtray. | 

How ſtands the caſe in the preſent inſtance? Have we any rea- 
ſon to repent or to be aſhamed of the wiſhes that ſprung up in our 
boſoms upon this occaſion? Was the impulſe too generous, and 
muſt it be reſtrained * Was the benevolence too large, and muſt it 
be contracted ? What new circumſtances have ariſen to vary our 
original view of the ſubject Has England become leſs powerful 
to interfere? Has the ſlavery of the Continent been lightened * or 
the tyranny of France ſoftened or ſubdued ? | 

Or has ſome diſpoſition for peace been manifeſted by the enemy 
ſuch as throws difficulty in the way of any hoſtile and offenſive ope- 
rations againſt them ; and requires that we ſhould reſt on our arms 
until their intentions ſhall be more clearly explained ? I have heard 
of nothing of this ſort—Has the honourable gentleman ? He has 


mentioned nothing of it. He has not pretended that France is 
willing to negotiate. He has not adviſed that we ſhould propoſe a 
Negotiation. . 


He has indeed given it as his opinion that peace is defirable ; and 


he has drawn ſome arguments to this effect from Ireland, from the 
Eaſt Indies, and from St. Domingo: TI ſhall not follow him into 


theſe arguments ; both becauſe I think that they may all of them, 
with much greater propriety, be reſerved for ſeparate diſcufſion in 
their due time; and becauſe, unleſs this motion were to be under- 
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ſtood diſtinctly as a motion for peace, I do not ſee how 9 can 
be made to bear upon the preſent diſcuſſion. 8 

But does the honourable gentleman intend his motion as à mo- 
tion for peace ? 
than I had before. For is this the way to go about ſuch a buſincſa, 
with any proſpect, or with any ſerious appearance of a deſire, of 
ſucceſs? If the honourable gentleman really thinks this a moment 
for opening a negotiation—why has he not the candour and manli- 
ne's toſay ſo? Let him bring the matter diſtinctly to a queſtion 3 . 
and let us argue it. I have no heſitation in ſaying that it is my de- 
cided opinion that this is t the moment. But my opinion is 
more decided ſtill, that, F this were the moment, the honourable 
gentleman has chofen the very worſt poſſible way for availing our- 
ſelves of the opening. 

[s it dignity, and etiquette, and national honour, that band! in 
the way of a more direct attempt at negotiation? Is it neceſſary 
in the honourable gentleman's judgement that France ſnould make 
the firſt overtures? I confeſs, Sir, I have no ſuch delicacy : and 
if the moment ſecmed to me proper for any overtures at all, L 
ſhould not raiſe much ſquabble about who ſhould offer or who 
ſhould receive them. But if the honourable gentleman has this 
delicacy, mark, I intreat you, how delicately he manages it. He 
will not ſpeak 4 France, but he would ſpeak at her. He will not 
propoſe—not he - that we ſhould ſay to the Directory, © Will 
you make peace?” No, Sir, we are merely to ſay to ourſelves, 
loud enough for the Directory to overhear us, I wiſh theſe 
* French gentlemen would make an overture to us.” Now, Sir, 
does this ſave the dignity of the country ? or is it only a ſneaking, 
ſhabby way of doing what, if fit to be done at all, muſt, to have any 
ſerious effect, be done openly, unequivocally, and directly? But I 
beg the honourable gentleman's pardon : I miſrepreſent him ; I 
certainly do. 


201 


He begins farther off. The ſoliloquy which he 
prompts us by his motion is no more than this We muſt con- 
« tinue to make war againſt France, to be ſure—and we are ſorry 
for it—but we will not do it as if we bore malice. We will 
not make an ill-natured, hoſtile kind of war any longer—that 
we won't. And who knows but, if they ſhould happen to 
overhear this reſolution, as the Directory are good - natured at 
bottom, their hearts may ſoften and grow kind towards us and 
then they will offer to make a peace !” And thus, Sir, and thus 
only, is the motion a motion for peace. 


But the honourable, gentleman reproaches His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
Vor. VII. D d 


Then indeed I ſhould have a worſe opinion of t 


His motion does not amount even to ſo much as 1 
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ers that they have loſt all their pacific diſpoſitions ; that they are 
become inveterately and ineurably warlike ; that the ſpirit of mc. 
deration which he ſo much commended in the Manifeſto of laſt yer 
is evaporated ; and that however they may have ſtood out again} 
Lord Duncan's victory, that of Lord: Nelſon has intoxicated and 
inflamed them to madneſs. | 

That the confidence of the country is indeed high, I am happy 
to acknowledge; and that the Government partakes the ſpirit af 
the people, I am equally willing to believe. But that this ſpirit 
has ſtarted ſuddenly out of the late victory, and is excluſively to be 
attributed to it, I cannot agree. It was confirmed, indeed, by that 
victory, a victory which would have created a ſpirit if it had nut 
found one. But that the ſpirit exiſted before the event of the firſt 
of Auguſt, is no derogation to the glory gf that day, and is a proud 
acceſſion of dignity to the character of the country. It adds ney 
luſtre to the character of the country, it places in a more conſpicuous 
light the talents and reputation of Lord Nelſon, that before ve 
were in poſſeſſion of the confidence which grew out of his viRory, 
we had the confidence to preſume it. 

Let us recolle& only the days and months of anxiety which we 
paſſed, before the intelligence of that memorable event had reached 
us. It was an anxiety, not of apprehenſion, but of impatience 
Our prayers were put up, not for ſucceſs, but, for an opportunity of 
deſerving it: we aſked, not that Nelſon might conquer Buonaparte, 

but, that Buonaparte might not have the triumph of deceiving and 
_ eſcaping him; not that we might gain the battle, but, that vc 
might find the enemy: For the reſt we had nothing to fear. — 


[CoMmMong, 


« Concurrant pariter cum ratibus rates ; 
“ Spectent Numina Ponti, et 
« Palmam, qui meruit, ferat !” 


Standing, then, in our preſent proud and exalted ſituation, forti- 
fied by that confidence which has its foundation in the good" ſenſe, 
the ſpirit, the unexampled proſperity of the nation, and which, by 
the bleſſing of Providence, the ſignal and glorious ſucceſſes of our 
arms have eſtabliſhed and confirmed, what is the beſt advantage that 


can be made of ſuch a ſituation? *© Hoard up your ſafety for your 
© own uſe,” ſays the motion of the honourable gentleman. * Lend 
© a portion of it to other nations, that it may be returned to you 
© tenfold, in the preſervation and ſecurity of the world,'—is the 
dictate of a larger, and, I think, a ſounder policy. 

But the nations of the Continent, the honourable gentleman will 
tell us, ſtood by, while we were engaged in a ſtruggle in which our 
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very exiſtence was at ſtake, without offering any aſſiſtance, or ma- 
nifeſting any intereſt in our preſervation : undoubtedly, ſo they did; 
and, undoubtedly, as the honourable gentleman inſinuates, our re- 
venge is now in our power. We may tell thoſe, who abandoned 


us at that moment of peril, that it is now our turn to take breath, 


while they are contending ; that to us is now the reſpite, and to 
them the toil ; that as they left us contentedly to our fate, we con- 
ſign them unpityingly to theirs. We may do this in ſtrict retali- 
ation : but I think a Britiſh Houſe of Commons will fee} that we 
have a nobler vengeance in our power. We have it in our power 
to ſay to the nations of Europe: © You deſerted us at our utmoſt 
need; but the firſt uſe that we make of our proſperity is to in- 
We diſdained to call you in, reluc- 
„tant as you appeared, to ſhare our danger; but, we are now by 
« our own exertions ſecure; come now, and take ſhelter under 
« our ſecurity.” | 

Sir, they were wiſe words that were ſpoken by a great ſtateſman 
and orator of antient times, under circumſtances not wholly unlike 
the preſent circumſtances of the world. If by any ſuper-human 
teſtimony, for to ſuch a paradox no teſtimony merely human could 
poſſibly obtain belief, if by an Angel from Heaven I were to be 
aſſured, that the farther the enemy puſhed his conqueſts over other 
countries, the more territory he acquired—the more Governments 
he ſubverted the more nations he ſubdued, —by ſo much the more 
quiet, the more harmleſs, the more friendly neighbour he would 
be to this country: I proteſt that I would not, even with this view, 
and under theſe conditions, conſent to give my vote for the ſlavery 
of Europe. But if there be no man upon earth who will venture 
to aſſert ſo monſtrous a propoſition ; if the very reverſe of all this 
be demonſtrably true ; if every ſtep that the enemy takes upon the 
Continent is a ſtep to the accompliſhment of our deſtruQion, if 
every City that he ranſacks, every diſtri that he acquires, is a fund 
of wealth, and a levy of ſoldiers, to be employed hereafter in an 
exterminating war againſt us : then, in God's name, to what do 
we look? or wherefore are we heſitating ?” 

Since then, Sir, this motion appears to me to be founded on no 
principle of policy or neceſſity ; fince, if it be intended for a cenſure 
on Miniſters, —it is unjuſt ; if for a control, —it is nugatory ; as its 
tendency is to impair the power of proſecuting war with vigour, and 
to diminiſh the chance of negotiating peace with dignity, or conclu- 
ding it with ſafety ; as it contradicts without reaſon, and without 
advantage, the eſtabliſhed policy of our anceſtors; as it muſt de- 
grade in the eyes of. the world the character of this country; as it 
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muſt carry diſmay and terror throughout Europe; and, above all, as 
it muſt adminiſter conſolation, and hope, and power, and confidence 
to France ; I ſhall give it my moſt hearty and decided negative. 
Mr. JEK YL faid :—I expected, Sir, that the motion which 
has been this night propoſed by my honourable friend in ſo plain, 
but in ſo able a manner, would have been attended with at leaſt this 
advantage, that it would have procured to the Houſe the ſatisfac- 
tion of knowing the preciſe object of the war. My honourable 
friend over the way, (if he will permit me to call him by that name), 
however did not in the courſe of his ſpeech afford us any certain 
ground of judgement upon this point. From fome parts of his 
argument we ſhould have been led to imagine that we were now to 
wage a war of vengeance againſt the atrocities which the French 
have committed ; ſometimes it was to be for the deliverance of 


Europe ; but after all, we are ſtill left in the dark whether it has 


any definite object at all. The ſubject was indeed handled by my 
honourable friend oppoſite to me in a ſpeech of no leſs ability than 
of preparation, and to the talent which it diſplayed Iam ready to pay 
a juſt tribute of applauſe ; ; but I muſt take the liberty to animad- 
vert upon ſome of the arguments which he employed. My honour- 
able friend alluded to the apathy with which the motion has been 


received by this fide of the Houſe on the preſent occafion. Whcre 


he diſcovered this apathy I am ſure I cannot tell. It is true, in- 
deed, that our organ is rather thin ; we are but few perfurmers, 
and we are not very confident in the ſupport of our audience. We 
have not indeed the well-diſciplined phalanx by which the bonour— 
able gentleman is ſupported. In the preſent military diſpoſition of 
the country, it is no wonder that the gentlemen oppoſite ſhould be 
correct in their evolutions, and that they ſhould be ſo trained that 
the whole of the front ranks ſhould move together. As to the 
principle of a defenſive war, upon which the honourable gentleman 
was ſo facetious, and the ſentiments of an eminent Stateſman, I 
ſhall perhaps ſay a few words by and by. The honourable gentle- 
man thought proper to ſtate that my honourable friend, in making 
his motion, had no reference to peace. On the contrary, the mo- 
tion had ſo far peace in its contemplation as it was the direct purpoſe 
of i it; to avoid all engagements which could tend to impede a peace 
on ſecure and honourable terms. The honourable gentleman 
alluded to the victory of the Nile a ſubject upon which every En- 
glimman muſt have but one opinion. He aſks, what was the ſen- 
ſation which this glorious achievement produced? I will tell the 
honourable gentleman then, that the ſenſation of j joy which it occa- 
fioned was combined with the hope that i it might tend to the reſto- 
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ration of peace between this country and France. Now, however, 
it is thrown out that not peace but war was the great conſequence 
to which it led, and we are called upon to rejoice, not in its pacific 
effects, but in its tendency to give new vigour and extenſion to 
ſchemes of warfare and coalition. If the moment in which we 
ſtand on the proud eminence of ſuch a triumph be not the moment 
to think of peace, in what ſtate of our affairs can we turn our 
thoughts to this great object with propriety? I do not ſpeak of 
offering terms of peace in the way of ſoliloquy, which the honour- 
able gentleman ridicules ; I would not recommend any ſuch com- 
promiſe, becauſe the creation does not require ſo ſhallow a device. 
I ſee no ill conſequence that could reſult from making offers of 
peace trankly and directly. This country, however, is again to be 
embarked upon the ocean of continental politics ; we are again-to 
enter the liſts without knowing the purpoſes for which we are en- 
gaged, or the extent to which we may be involved. The ho- 
nourable gentleman thinks that no man can ſleep with roſes on his 
pillow, unleſs he can ſay that he has taken a ſhare in reſcuing Swit- 
zerland from the tyranny of France. What, then, are we to engage 


in a continental war to revenge the wrongs of the Swiſs, and to 


puniſh the perfidies of France ? What does the honourable gen- 


tleman ſay of the practicability of the attempt, and how will he re- 


concite his warm and generous feeling for the unfortunate with any 
practical policy, or juſtify it by a reaſonable chance of ſucceſs? He 


tells us too, that tbe allies of France are hollow, that they are ready 


to deſert her. This argument, however, perhaps will be found, if 


it proves any thing, to prove too much. Spain is diſſatisfied with 


her haughty ally—Holland is weary of her oppreflor! What, 
however, has been our own forturne with our allies? Have we 
miſuſed our allies, have we oppreſſed, plundered or inſulted them? 
They too have left us. We find that allies who have been treated 
with generoſity, are as little to be relied upon as thoſe who are the 
victims of injuſtice. On a ſubje& like this, perhaps, the honoura- 
able gentleman might have directed us to a ſaſer guide than even 
his own powerful reaſoning. Experience has diſtinctly and recently 
taught us what we have to expect: Pruſſia, after receiving one mil- 
lion two hundred thouſand pounds of our money, deſerted us the 
Emperor, after ſo many loans and advances, likewiſe abandoned the 
common cauſe; the King of Sardinia, after receiving two hundred 
thouſand pound for ſeveral years, withdrew from the contelt. After 
theſe proofs of the temper of our allies, had we any reaſon, as 
Stateſmen, to place any more dependance on their fidelity to a new 
coalition ? Shall we deſert our experience, and cheriſh the hope 
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that new ſentiments will actuate ſo many powers by whom we have 
already bcen deccived ? The honourable gentleman ſays, however, 
that the faith of treaties with France is not to be truſted. If there 
be any thing in ſuch an objection, it muſt be an objection to all 
peace; it reduces us again to the be/lum internecinum. He ſays that 
although the negociation of Paris or Liſle had concluded in a treaty, 
the expedition to Egypt would nevertheleſs have taken place. On 
this principle then we are never to make peace becauſe treaties may 
be broken. On this principle the wars which have been waged 
between this country and France muſt have been eternal, becauſe 
certainly we could not be ſure that treaties would not be violated, 
Thus we are again brought back to the war of extermination, which 
I thought had now been exploded on both fides of the Houſe. But 
it ſeems, as the phraſe is, we are to rouſe Auſtria and Pruſſia to ſe- 
cond the magnanimity of Ruſſia, and the vigour of the Porte on this 
occaſion. Is there any man, however, who underſtands even the 
grammar of politics, that can look for any thing of efficient co-ope- 
ration towards any great object of general concernment to Europe: 
Who does not know the ſchemes of aggrandizement which Ruſſia 
meditates at the expence of Turkey? Who did not apprehend 
that when a Ruſſian fleet was allowed to paſs the Dardanelles, the 
Ottomans had, as it were, conſented to their own deſtruction ? Of 
the Ottoman Porte, I am ſure, I wiſh to ſay nothing offenſive, and ! 
am ſure my honourable friend behind me, in alluding to it, ſpoke 
of the Turks with as much gravity as any man could diſplay on 
ſuch a ſubject. I was indeed ſurpriſed to obſerve the tone of ridicule 
which, in alluſion to the Turks, pervaded the honourable gentle- 
man's ſpeech. He alone conſidered the Turkiſh aid as matter for 
merriment. He told us of their gowns and beards, and their {mok- 
ing their pipes, and in his defence expoſed them to a ridicule with 
which they had not becn affailed. Indeed, if I may employ a vul- 
gar expreſſion, he ſcemed to be in a humour to quiz the Turks. 
Surely the embaſſy of a noble perſon, who is ſaid to be going to 
Conſtantinople, is not intended to quiz the Grand Seignior. We 
have heard of converſations between Buonaparte and the Imans and 
Muftis of Egypt in the Pyramids, but ſurely we are not to expect 
that the noble perſon to whom J have alluded is to perform any farce 
of a ſimilar nature, or to quiz; the gowns, turbans, beards, and to- 
bacco pipes of the Muſſulmen; circumſiances which muſt have 
ſtruck the honourable gentleman as very likely to produce diviſion. 
But ſeriouſly, what kind of vigour do we expect to be diſplayed by 
the Ottoman Porte in this new ſcheme of coalition? Does net 
every body know, that however grave and reſpectable perſonages 
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the Turks, nay individuals, be in ſpite of their gowns and beards, 
as a nation the Turks are the moſt inert, the moſt ignorant, the 
moſt ſluggiſh people on the face of God's earth? Have we not proofs 
before our eves of their debility and impotence * Do we not fee 
that they have been baffled and defeated by one of their own Rebel 
Pachas* How then can men of common obſervation and undex- 
ſtanding talk to us of the importance of the Turkiſh co-operation 
for any efficient attack upon the power of France? They may 
make a ſhew, with a daſhing manifeſto, drawn up in the ſtile and 
ſpirit of more lettered Cabiners and Stateſmen; they may. be 
mighty civil with their preſents of Pellices and Aigrettes, and per- 
fectly reſpectable in ſpite of their gowns and beards, but as impor- 
tant and efficient allies how can they be conſidered * What part 
can they perform in the great ſchemes whizh are to be attempted 
for the deliverance of Europe ? 

In the courſe of his ſpeech my honourable friend who propoſed 
this motion ſuggeſted that the plans for the deliverance of Europe 
and foreign alliance, would probably be accompanicd with a ſubſidy. 


The honourable gentleman in reply, however, ſaid nothing to this 


point, and I am ſurprized that he ſhould have omitted a conſideration 
ſo important tothe preſent queſtion ; I hope ſtill that we ſhall to-night 
hear ſomething ſatisfactory on this head. During the former coali- 
tion, when this Houſe was called upon to ſanction loans and ſubſi- 
dies to Pruſſia and Auſtria, we were told that it was impoſſible for 
theſe powers to go on without pecuniary aid from this country. 
What are we to expect now then, ſhould they be rouſed into action? 
Is there a greater chance that they will feel an intereſt ſo powerful 
as to prompt them to contribute to the deliverance of Europe with- 
out being ſtimulated by the wealth of England? I hope we ſhall 
know exactly to-night whether we ſhall be called upon for new ſub- 
ſidies. I am afraid indeed that continental connection is too ſurely 
the forerunner of foreign ſubſidy. This conſideration is one of 
ſerious and weighty importance. I am not one who is inclined to 
deſpondence, nor do I think this a moment in which ſuch a ſenti- 
ment ought to enter the mind of an Engliſhman. If, however, 
our financial ſituation is not calculated to excite deſpondence, it 
ought, as Members of Parliament, to teach us caution. If, how- 
ever, as there is but too much reaſon to ſuſpect, theſe new coalitions 
will call upon us to remit vaſt ſums to our continental allies, we 


ought to remember with ſeriouſneſs the remonſtrances and the ftate- 


ments of the Directors of the Bank on this ſubje& at the time the 
Bank topped payment. They then demonſtrated to the right ho- 
nourable gentleman the ruinous conſequences of ſuch remittances. 
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If ſubſidies are to be granted, to ſend our ſpecie abroad muſt be the 
neceſſary conſequence, and to what that might lead it is impoſlible 
to fay. We have already had the experience of the danger which 
it occaſioned. At preſent the iſſues of paper paſs current; the 
public is habituated to it. The clamours and the fears which the 
ſtoppage of the Bank produced have again ſubſided, and all goes 
ſmoothly. If, however, a ſimilar event ſhould again occur, it is 
not eaſy to ſay with what miſchief it may be attended. Former re- 
medies could not again be applied, and a ſecond panic could not be 
ſo cafily allayed. Things of this ſort, indeed, in the preſent mo- 
mentous times, -were ſcarce conſidered (to uſe the vulgar ſaying) a 
nine-days wonder. Things which formerly would have ſurpriſed 
and alarmed, crowd on us ſo faſt as to diminiſh our ſenſe of their 
danger and their conſequences. We. have ſeen new ſchemes of 
finance; we have ſeen the land tax ſold ; we now ſee the tenth of 
every man's property about to be put in requiſition. The honour- 
able gentleman ſaid a good deal of the reciprocity of argument, 
which, on certain points, diſtinguiſhed the gentlemen on this fide of 
the Houſe. In the adoption of ſchemes which owe their origin to 


(Commons, 


the French Revolution, the right honourable gentleman has diſplayed 


this reciprocity in an eminent degree. The financial operations of 
the French have ever been the theme of deelamation to gentlemer 
on the other ſide, though they are not unwilling to imitate the prin- 
ciple of what they diſapprove. I will venture to aſſert then, that 
hardly any meaſure of Roberſpierre went beyond the operation of the 
meaſure of finance which has lately been propoſed. Spics, under 
the name of Surveyors, arc to be employed in the collection of the 
revenue. Men are to be obliged to make diſcoveries of their cir- 
cumſtances, or to be taxed by an arbitrary aſſeſſment. Such is the 
fituation of our financial reſources at a moment when new ſubſidies 
will, in all probability, be demanded. I remember a curious 
ſaying of a very worthy character, Mr. Serjeant Hill, which is very 
applicable to this ſubject. Mr. Serjeant Hill one day obſerved in 
converſation, that if he. was a Member of this Houſe | he would 
move, that it ſhould be a ſtanding order that a pair of loaded piſ- 
tols ſhould be laid upon the table, and that if any man roſe to 
move that a guinea ſhould be ſent out of the country, it ſhould be 
the duty of Mr. Ley or Mr. Dyſon, directly to ſhoot him through 
the head. The right honourable gentleman, however, could find 
means of ſending money to the Emperor without the formality of a 
propoſal, and would be able to avoid the inconvenience to which 


ſuch a regulation would expoſe him. No man in the country, [ 
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victory; but while this bluſh of triumph fits upon the face of this 
country, there is a diſeaſe upon its vitals which muſt excite ſome 
alarm. This is the ſtate of our finances. On this ſubje&t we 
have the reſult of the laborious inveſtigations of a Committee in 
cart loads of ſtatements which there ſeems no inclination to diſcuſs. 
It is a ſubject, however, to which our attention is immediately di- 
reed, when the meaſures which are to be adopted neceſſarily lead 
to ſubſidies. At the time when the firſt coalition was put in 
motion, a famous report appeared in France from St. Fuft, which 
was much talked of in this Houſe, in which he predicted, as after- 
wards happened, that the Members of the confederacy, having each 
a particular intereſt to purſue, would ſoon deſert the common cauſe. 
Is there then any probability that a new coalition will exclude views 
of particular intereſts, or that it will be animated with a purer or 
more perſevering proſecution of a general object? We are told 
that many of thoſe powers on whom the ſcourge of French tyranny 
bas fallen are ſo exhauſted, that they have not phyſical reſources left 
to enable them to throw off the yoke under which they labour. 
What a proſpe& does this open to us—what unlimited demand for 
ſubſidies and pecuniary aid of every kind from this country! "Theſe 
deficiencies muſt be made up by England, and-her exhauſted re- 
ſources muſt be called upon to ſupply the means of new continental 


made ſome alluſions to what had been faid in another place reſpect- 


which he quoted were not in the ſtile by which the eminent Stateſ- 
man is diſtinguiſhed. What the honourable gentleman means by 
a © ſnug, tight, domeſtic war” I cannot tell; but I am ſure that 
the principles laid down by that perſon for the inſular policy of this 
country, are the true principles of our proſperity. What other gen- 


politics, and foreign intereſts of this country, I know not. For 
my own part, I never have been a party man ; I have ever thought 
that the policy of this country was to avoid continental connections, 
and our moſt eminent writers have recommended this policy, as 
particularly appcars from ſome of their works lately publiſhed. 

duch was the opinion of Bolingbroke, Sir Robert Walpole, Lord 
Townſhend, &c. Theſe men thought that the only high ground on 
which this country could ſtand, was to adhere to.our inſular policy, 
and to avoid continental conneQions. 


Sir JAMES MURRAY PULTENEY faid, that after the 


very able ſpeech of the honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Can- 
Vor. VIL. 4 E e 
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war, and to tempt new coalitions. The honourable gentleman 


ing the inſular policy of this country, and I am ſure the expreſſions 


tlemen who are now abſent may have ſaid reſpeCting the foreign 


7 ws —— a — 
e nk _ * 
V o ax 0 2 * — 4 
1 0 A * g * "x. 7 i 
3 | — — 1 2 * 
— 2 


. 


138 5 9 TT 
r EE be 


rr 
1 \ T7 


be 1 4 yu * 18 
c Nang * ST . 
2 
1 


. 


4 ra * E 4 * 8 
r eter a te aces 3 
yas 
— 
oy 


2 — > 
n - wh 
XX RT 
A + 
* 7 . 5 as 1 = \ 
4 4008 N . 1 y IO — * 82 . Wo 
m —— re 4 I ASA, = tie 3” ag 22 — 2 p auch n 
8 25 4 Tong 4 r 0 1 y by Ny a _ 
„ 0 2% ta 7 by" 4 a 8 — 2 4 — 
— * 3 222 — " * 1 1 


n 


A 
AT . —y 1 5 D 
n 
EF 
* a 
2 * ow a 


ph anos SZ 
— 


4 
— — 
r 
1 . ox tag 


4 MW Pe 
= or = E 
r be 


* * 
4 SHS NI wa 2 4 4 


a xn, 
ä 
r 1 AL 07 EEC 
DRE Side be gt 5 — 2 


1 + oh Saha - 
8 ba, 2 — 
* wa ** 1 w 


r 


Ee . 
— — $ 
wave» 


3 


7 3 
To. P 
* * 5 
* Ms yp 
* * 3 - 
- For 
2: r — . 
2 3 * I 


N ee n 

. * D ** "WI " 

I 25 3 — 0 ” : 

— 5 ane, + Cree 674 E 

* WWW 

— bo * 1 1 ©, 4 40 : SY # 
0 5 oe 2 N / 8 A _ 5.97% mf G 3, IJ ID 22 by < 2 
ere 9 2 . * hw A . —__ - x - _ 
g n LS. 4 1 + F = X i * 0 N 4 
— 
* 


— 
”= 
"Brie 
Fs. 3 4 
> _ 8 a 2 S oy” * "a. 1 . — 2 po 
** * 5 a * — = > N F ' _ 8 : x) * 
n R OS Oo ER: gg Ret 
4 = 1 \ » 4 2 ns > 2 3 > Wo 
— 2 2 . - 1 * * < * 
«a —_— * * 2 


2 
* 
1 


* 
7 : « \ \ al "EF 
* 4 N y s . " — — AE 1-56 * 
- » — r 2 4 "= 5.1. 5 r — — <4 
rr ed DS” oC KL AER r on AT TR oo Ee 8 h 2. r ee — > 
8 S e WS ed < GR 6 Pages LV) A 8 4 , * ee. FD * 9 tuſe 
c ISS. rr 6 a l + . ers ts e — 
1 * * e 2 2 Fn - 2 * [oe 3 
was 


by 
s 


4 r 
For „ P ; 
G ry 1 ' 


* 15 3 8 
3E 


2. "v4 
„ 
S rc 2 


ths ado 
CE * 
. 
2 * ©. 2 ; 
» — x 
—— 2 . 5 
—— . 9 
— 3 2 was 


2 FIPY 
A pt ear at © Ae 
1 1 A 1 OS 
— 


- Ws, Ws 164 


* 
* A — 2 3 bs 8 
27 A Een Toy 
2 —!: . oe ae: 
* —_ mak a KB 


* 
ly 
"1 
30 p 
* * 
[+ 
| EA 7 
wi 
5 
* 
* 
3 
: 
£ 
4 
1 
N 
« 
: 
* 


* — arr IG 
DS _ - 


210 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs. 


ning), he ſhould not detain the Houſe with many remarks: There 
was one point, however, which, in the great variety of argument 
which the ſubjec involved, ſeemed to have eſcaped him. He al. 
tudes to what had been faid reſpecting our ſucceſſes in the courſe of 


tlie laſt year. It could not be ſaid that during this period we were 


quite deſtitute of alltes. It was well known that the ſituation of 
the Continent was ſuch as to oblige the French to make great pre- 
parations both on the Rhine and in Italy, which might be conſi- 
dered in ſome meaſure equal to a campaign. This circumſtance 
muſt have opcrated greatly in favour of this country. He was net 
quite ſure if Europe had been perfectly tranquil, and France had 
ſeen all the Continent at her feet, if the enemy had kept up a great 
force on their coaſts, and expended the ſums they have ſpent in mili- 
fary preparations by land, upon their marine, perhaps it might have 
been more difficult and dangerous to detach ſo large a diviſion of our 
navy to the Mediterranean, by which the ſplendid victory of Lord 


Nelſon was achieved. Of that victory no Engliſhman could be 
inſenſible of the value, and it was needlefs now to inſiſt upon it. 


No man had felt more anxiouſly the ſuſpence which we underwent 
during the cruize of that fleet, or rejoiced more ſineerely in the re- 
ſalt of the engagement. With reſpe& to the deliverance of Eu- 
rope, it was an expreſſion to which different meanings might be at- 
tached. For his part he underſtood it not as a philanthropiſt 
merely, but as it was connected with our ſafety, and as it might be 
conſidered as a Britiſh cauſe. N 5 

Mr. DICKENSON, Jun. faid, that though he differed from 
the honourable gentleman who made the motion reſpecting the ex- 


pedieney, he by no means imputed to him any improper motives or 
party views. It was the comtnon practice of thofe, however, who 


oppoſed the war, to dwell upon the expence with which it was at- 
tended. This was an objection applicable to all wars that had ever 
been ſince the world began. When engaged in war it was neceſſary 
that it ſhoald be ſupported. He differed from thoſe who thought 
that the motion was an encroachment on the King's prerogative. 
He confidered the Houſe of Commons to be a place where they 


could 'converſe with His Majeſty and his Miniſters. The motion 


would be attended with many miſchievous conſequences, none of the 
leaſt of which Was, that to thoſe abroad who were not acquainted 
with the nature of our Conſtitution,” it might appear to be a proof 
of a different intereſt between the King and the Parliament, and 
that his Majeſty was not free to regulate all matters of peace and 
war, a ſuppoſition perfectly unfounded, It no doubt would tend like- 
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lated, their refources were almoſt exhauſted ; they had no longer the 
means of plunder they had formerly poſſefſed—they had no longer 
the eſtates of the nobles and the clergy —they had no longer the 
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wiſe to damp the ſpirit of Europe, and to deprive thoſe who ſtrug- BER: 
gled under the tyranny of France, of the hopes of ſucceſs and aſſiſt- " fi 7 
ance, while it would remove the apprehenſions the enemy entertained 1 
of being aſſailed by a new coalition. It appeared to him that there | 1 
was a great difference between the ſituation of France now, and the #7 bi bh 
ſituation of France at the beginning of the laſt coalition, a difference 15 34. j 
which muſt operate greatly on the people in every country of Eu- $4220 
rope. At firſt the French began with declarations againſt other i} Th ; 
Governments and againſt religion. Now they had acted upon what . Hy: 
they had announced, and proved to all Europe that their conduct had AM 
been more miſchievous than their declarations had threatened. 1 
Their trade and commerce was deſtroyed, their navy was annihi- ; 5 1 
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confiſcated property of thoſe they murdered ! He contended there- ik 1 | 
fore, that in every point of view the chance of checking their power Fl 
was now more favourable than it had ever been; and on theſe 5 1 
grounds he diſapproved of the motion. He ſhould not, however, bs 18 
detain the Houſe longer in ſtating arguments: which already had been Wks 
ſo ably enforced. 237 20 
Mr. TIERNEY and Mr. CANNING aid each a few words Sill 
n explanation ; afrer which the motion was negatived without a +1 
diviſion. 1 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


[ CoMmoxs, 


A RETURN of the GENERAL and STAFF OFFICER; 


now ſerving within Great Britain: 


diſtinguiſhing the Ranks of 


the different Officers; ſpecifying the Diviſions of the Kingdom 
where they are now ſerving ; and ſhewing the Amount of Pay 
received by each Officer. 


\ 


RANK of OFFICE. 


* — 


Commander in Chief, 
with four Aides de 
Camp, one Secretary, 
one Chaplain, and one 
Surgeon — — {| 
Adjutant General — 

Deputy Adjutant General 
Quarter-maſter General 


Deputy 1 


R 


General — 

Adjutant Quarter-maſ- 
ter General — 

Ditto 8 ditto 


Barrack maſter General 
Deputy Pry” | 


ter General — - 
( 


Aides de Camp to the 2 
KING | 


Chaplain General — 
Phyſician General — 
Surgeon General — 
Inſpector of Regimental 
Hoſpitals _ 
Apothecary General 
Inſpector of Health 


Surgeon 
Military Commandant 


HEAD QUARTERS. 


Field Marſhal his Royal 
Highneſs Frederick 
Duke of York, K. G. 


Gen. Sir W. Fawcett, K. B. 
Colonel Harry Calvert 
Lieut. Gen. David Dundas . 
Lieut, Col. Rob. An- 
ſtruther, acting * 
Col. Cha. Crauford 


Lieut. Col. Daniel Paterſon 


Lieut. Col. William Eden 
Major- gen. Oliver de Lancey 


Colonel Edwin Hewgill 
Colonel William Cartwright 


Col. William Lord Craven 
Col. Lord William Bentinck 
Colonel Edmund Viſcount 


Dungarvon — — 


Colonel Henry Geo. Grey 
Colonel Hon. Edward Paget 
Colonel Arthur Whetham 
Colonel Brent Spencer 
John Gamble — — 
Sir Lucas Pepys = — 
Thomas Keate — — 


John Ruß — — 


— — 


George Garnier 
Sir Jerome Fitzpatrick 


Edwin Colman — — 


Principal Veterinary 


of Hoſpitals — 


Colonel Hon. Edward Bligh | 


Colonel Coote Manningham 


| Lieut, Colonel John Sontag 
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Field M 
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two A 


Major G 
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Aſſiſtant 


Majors 0 


Licutena1 
two A 
Major G. 
Aide d 
Aſſiſtant 
Aſſiſtant 


Gener: 
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| | | 
RANK of OFFICE. 8 per Annum. 
2 LONDON DISTRICS 


His Royal Highneſs Wil- 
liam Henry 8 of 3.457 10 
Glouceſter, K. G. 4 


j Charles Earl of Hs 1,728 15 


Field Marſhal; with four 
Aides de Camp — 


Lieutenant General, with) 
two Aides de Camp 


O 


5 
Francis D'Oyley — 864 7 
Francis Lord Heathfield 864 7 
Hon. George J. Ludlow 864 7 

7 
7 
6 


Major . with one 
Aide de Camp each 
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Francis Edward Gwyn 
Duncan Drummond —1 864 

Aſſiſtant Adjutant General | Lieut. Col. Cha. Stevenſon | 259 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Smollett | 172 17 
| Major — Roſs — 172 17 
Captain James Gambier 173 27 
Captain Charles Stone — | 172 17 
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NORTH- EAST DIS- e 
jeutenant General, wit 1 
L _— Comp Thomas Muſgrave — | 1,728 15 o : 1 1 N 
Major Generals, with one] William Lord Viſc. ry 864 7 6 | 14 $08 
Aide de Camp each | Andrew Cowell — 864 7 6 1 1 
Aſſiſtant Adjutant General | Col. Charles William Efee 239 6-3 "467 ung 
Aſſiſtant 88 Lieutenant-colonel William 6 1 
| General — Gooch _ — 1 | þ 1 
| Major George Vigoureux 1927 17-09 Mx 57 j 
Majors of Brigade - Captain William Maxwell 171 177 6 1 
| Captain Francis Higginſon | 172 17 6 IH 5 ; fl 
1 
a YORKSHIRE DISTRICT. „ 
Henry Lord Mulgrave — 864 1 


Major Generals, with one | | Charles Lennox — — $64 

Aide de Camp each Charles Horneck - 864. 
| Miles Staveley — —ſ| $64 
Aſſiſtant Adjutant General | Major George Smith — 259 
Major of Brigade — | Captain Hugh Maxwell — 172 1 
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To" hes Aides? Sir William Howe, K. B. 2,593 2 6 
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RANK of OFFICE, 


— —ä — 


0 


Major Generals, with one 
Aide de Camp — 


Flank Battalion 


3 * 
Colonel, commanding a } 
Afﬀiſtant Adjutant Genera] 


Affiſtant Quarter-maſter 
General!!! — 
3 
b : | 
Majors of Brigade — 
"oh 


General, with three Aides 
de Camp — — 


Lieutenant General, with 


two Aides de Camp 


Major Generals, with one 
Aide de Camp — 


Aſſiſtant Adjutant General 


Aſſiſtant Quarter-maſtet 
General . - 


Majors of Brigade — 


General, with three * 


de Camp — 


two Aides de Camp 


Lieutenant Generals, with | 
| 


| Robert Manners — 
James Stewart — 


Captain Alexander Loraine 


| Captain Edmund J. S. Byng 


ö 


| 


i 


Samuel Hu — . 
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> 
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continued, 


Alexander Roſs — — 
Napier C. Burton — 
John W. Egerton — 
John Earl of Chatham 

ö 


John Whitlocke <= — 
William Scott — — 


Lieut. Colonel Alex. Hope 
Lieut, Colonel Bailey Wil- 
lington — 


Captain Nicholas Ramſay 


Captain William Langley 
Captain Robert Gordon 
Captain George Mackenzie 
Captain Edmund Filmer 
Captain W. ]. Moleſworth 


WESTERN DISTRICT. 


Lord George Henry Lennox 


Richard Grenville — 


John Graves Simcoe· — 
William Morſhead _ 
Harry Burrard . — © — 
Richard England — — 
Lieut. Col. James Lofack 


Captain John Rutherford 


Captain George Quin 
Captain John Farquharſon 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 


Sir Charles Grey, K. B. 


Sir Robert Lawrie, Bart, 
Cornelius Cuyler 8 
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FAY - 5. 
RANK of OFFICE. | per Antum. ml 
N | SOUTHERN DISTRICT | „ 
3 — — continued. 880 _ 5 ke 7 
(| His Highnek Prince William | 864 7 6 l 
F | Henry Edward Fox — | 864 7 6 Br "128 
| Eyre Coote — — 864 7 6 "7% fi 1 
Major Generals, with one]! John Whyte — — 864 7 6 JL 
| Reds de Camp each Gordon Forbes — — 864 7 6 88 
Treary Figot — —| eg 2 8 3: 488 
| William Arine Villettes 864 7 6 , . STOR 
| { | Lord Charles Somerſer 864 7 6 ($45 00 
| Aſſiſtant Adjutant General | Colonel Gerrit Fiſher 259 6 3 Bi 5. 230 
| Aſſiſtant Den Lieutenant-colonel James : 6 A 4 41 
General — | Taylor = — — 59 3 be 4 7 4898 
6 Captain Iſaac P. Tinling 172 19 6 A 
Major William Hutchinſon | 172 17 6 . 
Captain Montagu Thorley | 172 17 6 1 
Majors of Brigade — < Major John G. Clay — 172 17 6 == 
) Captain William Grey St Ef 
; | Captain Charles Boycott | 172 17 6 = 
) (Capt. Frederick Hardyman 172 17 6 1 
SOUTH - WEST | 5. 
__ DISTRICT. 1 
| ö 5 f * 
6 5 mm =} Sir William Pitt, K. B. | 2,593 2 6 71 
Lieutenant General, with | Ng 
0 two Aides de Camp } Edmund Stevens — 1,728 Ig — 15 
6 Thomas Murray —- 864 7 6 I'S; 
6 Major Generals, with | | George Earl of Pembroke 864 7 6 4 
6 one Aide de Camp Thomas Garth — — 864 7 6 
6 George Don — 864 7 6 
j e. Adjutant General | Lieut, Col. Wm. Wynyard 259 6 3 
; wa — — | | Captain Ralph Gore —| 259 6 3 
6 Captain Henry P. Pulleine | 172 17 6 
6 Mai : I | Captain George Laye 1 
Majors of Brigade | Captain John Balcomb 19723 17 
Major Henry Davis — 172 17 6 
; SEVERN DISTRICT. 
Lieutenant General, with MM” 5 
: two Aides de Os James Rooke — —| 1,728 15 © 
0 , — 8 211 * 
| Major of Brigade — | Captain Thomas Williamſon} 172 17 6 
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RANK of OFFICE. 


Major General, with 3 


Aide de Camp — 


Major of Brigade — 


Commanderof the Forces, 
as Lieutenant General, 
with two Aides de 
Camp, and one Secre- 

. tary — — 

Licutenant General, with 
two. Aides de Camp 


Major Generals, with one 
Aide de Camp — 


Deputy Adjutant General 


Deputy Quarter-maſter 
_ _- General | 


Majors of Brigade — { 


{ 


NORTH BRITAIN, 


| 


Sir Robert Abercromby, 
LEX — 7 


Andrew John Drummond 
Richard Vyſe— — 
Alexander Hay — — 


| Colonel Alexander Mackay 

+ | 

Lieutenant-colonel — 
ander Dirom — 


Lieutenant-colonel Nini- 
an Imrie - — 


Captain John Lawrenſon 


Sir Ralph Abercromby, K. B. 1 90¹ 
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172 
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— PAY 
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NORTH- VEST 

DISTRICT. — — 

| 5 Lo „ 

Oliver Nicolls 1 6 

Captain William Robiſon „ 
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BRITISH MANUFACTURES exported from En 


War Office, 
12th December 1798. 


W. WINDHAM. 


An ACCOUNT of the Value of the 


gland in the Three Quarters 


g the principal Articles, and the 


798 ; diſtinguiſhin 


from the Exports to all other Parts. 


ending the t oth of October 1797, and the 1oth of October 1 


Exportations to the Eaſt Indies and China 
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A LIST of the Principal Articles of BRITISH MANUFAC- 
TURES exported from England in the Quarter ending the 
roth of October 1798 : with the RATE PER CENTUM 


which the declared Value by the Exporters exceeds, or 1s leſs 
than the Rates or Eſtimates by which the ſame Goods are valued 
in the Books of the Inſpector General of the Cuſtoms. 


Apothecary ware 


Beer - 8 


Books, printed - 
Braſs, wrought 


Candles, tallow 
Chariots = > 
Coaches x 
Copper, wrought 
—— unwrought 
Cordage - 2 


Coarſe glaſs and earthern ware 


Glaſs for windows 
white flint 
Gunpowder 2 


Haberdaſhery | 
Hats, beaver * 


— felt - 
Horſes <« 5 


Iron, wrought 


Lead 2 : 
Leather, tanned - 
"Ay wrou 


Linen, plain er bounty 


RATE 


— 


per Centum RATE per Cen- 
which the declared 
value exceeds the 
official value. 


tum which the 
official value 
exceeds the de- 
clared value. 
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[ Commoxz, 
RATE per Centum RATE perCen. 
which the declared tum which the 
value exceeds the| official value 
official value. excceds the de. 
clared value. 
1 FW — 
Rate per Cent. Rate per Cent. 
4. 4. d. . 1. 4. 
Linen, checked - - - - — — 1 
ſail cloth — - - — — 38 © 0 
JJ 77 8 © 
Pictures or prints - - - 6,053 0 © 
Pewter - - - - 58 0 © 
Proviſions, cheeſe 108 © © 
—_— oa - .- - =>; 113 0 0 
— ſewing = 3 0 
„2 * - - - - 40 0 
Woollen goods 33 0 0 . 


THOMAS IRVING, 
. Inſpector General of the Imports and 
Exports of Great Britain, &c. 


88 —— 


The Inſpector General thinks it neceſſary to annex the following expla- 
er note of the mode by which the above Rates per Centum are ob- 
tained— ; | 

The quantities exported to every part of the world, with the declared 
values by the merchants exporters, are extracted from the bills of entry, 
and upon the ſame quantities the values are caſt agreeably to the ancient 
rates, by which the manufaRures of this kingdom exported have been eſti- 
mated in the books of the Inſpector General for upwards of a century 
paſt ; from whence it will appear in what proportion the value, as now 
ſtated by the declaration of the exporter, differs from the eſtimated value 
on which the accounts have been heretofore aſcertained. | 

By thus extracting the entries of the quantity and declared value ex- 
ported to every country, the true average value 1s aſcertained, particularly 
on thoſe articles which, though claſſed under one general head, vary ma- 
terially in the conſtituent parts in quality and price, ſuch as in wrought 
iron, 4 1 the fineſt article of poliſhed ſteel to the ploughſhare, &c. 


Inſpector-General's Office, Cuſtom Houſe, 
London, December 3, 1798. 
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DEBATES. 225 
An ACCOUNT of the Value of the FOREIGN MERCHAN- 
DIZE exported from England in the Three Quarters ending 


the 10th of October 1797 and the roth of October 1798 : 
diſtinguiſhing each Article and each Period. 


— rà— 2 


— 


Three Quarters, Three Quarters, 
ending 1oth Octoberſending roth October 


1799 


| Aſhes, pearl 


Barilla 
Beads, Mother o' Pearl 
Brimſtone 
Bugle, great 
Canes, walking 
China ware 
Corn, wheat 
Drugs, Almonds, bitter 
Borax, refined 
— unrefined 
Camphire, refined 
——  —- Caſſia, fiſtula 
Lignea 


Caſtoreum 


Gum, Senegal 
——— Rhubarb 
m— Saccarum Saturni 
——— Succus Liquoritiz 
Dry Stuffs, Annotto 
—————— Cochincal 
Fuſtic 
—— — Indigo 


Logwood 
44er 


——ů—— —é 


7— 


— . — 


— Mahogany 
— Nicoragua 
Red Wood 
Saffron 
——— jhellaek 
Elephants' teeth — - 
Fiſh, cod 
—- ſtock _ 
ax, rough — 


Vol. VII. 


„ 


| 


£ 

3915 
4,378 
1,457 
23590 


857 
8,606 


506 


3.528 


28,373 


15222 
8,866 
8,772 
2,405 

91 

3,070 

7.578 
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1798. 


; 


# 


247,965 


4. 
10,896 17 
17.677 12 
3.650 5 
1,575 5 
2,756 
4,064 

348 © 
1,536 4 
16,779 

395. 4 
3,271 16 


3,327 © 
S003 3 
2,226 6 
1,808 2 
25482 7 
904 16 
1,129 4 
18,64 3 
105 
2,454 
5,906 
2-859 9 
12,039 


16,281 
35391 0 


3-449 1. 


2,835 1 
1,976 8 
238 14 
44309 15 
20,043 0 

4: $3 
5,548 18 
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Proviſions, beef — 


Grocery, Cinnamon — 
Cocoa — 
— Coffee 3 
Cloves 
Currants 
Ginger — 
Mace 
Nutmegs 
Pepper 


. pimento — 
Raiſins, Lexia 
Rice . 
Sago, E, India 
Sugar — 
Tea — 
Turmerick — 
Hats, chip — 
Hemp, rough 
Hides, Indian 
Ox or Cow 
Iron, bar — 
Linen, Canvas, ſpruce 
Germany, narrow 
Iriſh, no bounty 
— — 6d. to 18s: 
Sheeting 

— at value 
Lawns, not Hol- 

land, Wa. — 
Ruſſia, broad, ab. 223 
ab. 314 
ab. 36 
Oil, e — — 
ſallad — — 


Piece Goods | alien 


of India, 
M .uflins 
— _ Nankeens 


— Prohibited 


— CES 


— butter 
fic | 
Salt-petr . — 
Seeds, linſeed — 
Silk, Bengal raw =— 
— China raw -— 
— — Italian raw 
— thrown 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[Commonxs, 


nn 


Three Quarters, Three Quarters, 
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Wedneſday, December 1 2. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the bill for com- 
mitting, for a time to be limited, an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion for ena. 


bling His Majeſty to accept of the voluntary offers of the Engliſh . 


militia regiments to extend their ſervices to Ireland. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he had only to remark to the Com. 
mittee, that the time to which he wiſhed to limit the operation of 
the bill was to one month after the commencement of the next 
ſeſſion. He had alſo aclauſe to propoſe, which would ſufficiently 
characterize the ſpirit of the act, and the object of this clauſe was, 
that no perſons fhould be called upon to ſerve, but ſuch as had 
already made a voluntary offer of their fervices, or who might here- 
after voluntarily engage in ſuch ſervice. * 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, he laſt year had oppoſed this bill, 
becauſe he thought it unconſtitutional ; even now he wiſhed it to be 
underſtood, that he did not conſent to it. He took this opportunity 
of ſaying, however, that the conduct of the noble Marquis, who now 
preſided over the affairs of Ireland, had his perfe& concurrence; 
he now ſaw the affairs of Ireland in a better ſituation than they 
had been for many years. He both ſaw and felt this to be 
the caſe. | I | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as it had frequently been the 
practice with gentlemen who laſt year reprobated the ſyſtem purſued 
in Ireland, he withed to ſay a few words againſt the concluſion 
which this language was intended to infer. He was perfectly 


aware of the merit of the noble Marquis now at the head of affairs 


in Ireland in every ſituation he had filled: at the ſame time, he 
was not blind to the merits of others. This much he was ready 
to ſay, that to the firmneſs, the moderation, the wiſdom, and the 
vigour of the noble Lord who preceded the noble Marquis, was it 
owing that the latter had an opportunity to purſue at all any mea- 
ſures for the ſafety of Ireland. | 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR hoped nothing that had dropped from 
him ſhould in the leaſt be conſtrued into any thing like blame on 
the conduct of the noble Earl who preceded the noble Marquis. 
He had the honour of ſome perſonal acquaintance with that noblc 
Earl, and it was impoſſible for any words he could make uſe of, to 
do juſtice to the candour, the mildneſs, the moderation, and gene- 
roſity of that worthy Nobleman ; both to his private and public vit- 
tues, he was always ready to pay a due tribute of applauſe. - 
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Mr. JONES had, on a former occaſion, voted for the bill as a 
meaſure of State neceſſity, though, in a conſtitutional point of view, 
ne neither then, nor could he now, approve of it. In his opinion, 
Ireland was under great obligations to the Miniſters of the country, 
and he hoped they would purſue every fair means of reftoring ſafety 
and tranquillity to that diſtracted country. 


Mr. ELLISON faid, he would vote for this bill, and for every 


ſuch bill which Miniſters would introduce for extinguiſhing any 
thing like Rebellion, or averting the dangers to which it might ex- 
poſe us: for their conduct. in the affairs of Ireland, they had his 
moſt heartfelt gratitude, as they ought to have that of every well- 
wiſner to the ſafety and proſperity of the Britiſh empire, and he 
truſted they would not relax in their vigilance and activity as long 
as there remained in Ireland a fingle Rebel in arms. 
The clauſe was then read and agreed to. 


. Thurſday, December 13. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe on 
the bill to alter, amend, and enlarge the proviſions of the Land-tax 
Sale Bill. 

* wag queſtion being put, that the Speaker do now leave the chair, 

Mr. JONES ſaid, it was of very little uſe for ſo helpleſs an in- 
dividual as himſelf to ſay any thing upon this bill, after the marked, 


- manifeſt, and avowed indifference of the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer towards every thing that was ſaid againſt the meaſure. This 


' bill was ſaid to be a meaſure to give effect to the former bill; and 


ſo, indeed, the preamble indicated. He could not oppoſe any modi- 
fication of the former bill, after all that had been ſaid upon it. If it 
ſhould appear from one corner of this country to the other, that this 
bill was a good one, however violent he had been againſt it, (and 
againſt it he was from principle,) he ſhould be glad to hear it. 
He had aRed upon this meaſure from his own judgement. If he 
was wrong, he ſhould have nobody to blame ; if right, nobody to 
praiſe for it. However, he retained his opinion upon one part of 


the bill, and he had no idea that any thing could ever change it . 


that was, that the bill was an unconſtitutional meaſure. Good, or 
bad, in any other reſpect, it was a violence to the Conſtitution of 
England. He believed he was borne out in that aſſertion by the 
beſt authority ; he meant De Lolme, on the Conftitution of Eng- 


land; who ſtated, that the land tax, if made perpetaal, miglit be 
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applied to the payment of a ſtanding army. He ſhould fay 0 
more, but leave the bill to the country, to conſider whether it va; 
good or bad. 

Mr. Speaker then left the chair; and after various clauſes 
were offered by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and adopted hy 
the Committee, who went through the bill, the Houſe being te. 
ſumed, the- report was received, immediately read, and ordered to 
be taken into farther conſideration on Monday next. 


Friday, December 1 4. 


Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Committee on 
the bill for repealing the Aſſeſſcd Taxes, and impoſing in their 
ſlead a general tax on income. On the queſtion that the report be 
taken into farther conſideration, 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſpoke to the following effect 
T ariſe, Sir, to oppoſe the motion made by the right honourable 
gentleman, (Mr. Pitt), for taking into our farther conſideration the 
bill which he has propoſed, from the full conviction, that the pre- 
ſent is ſo exceptionable a meaſure, that it is impoſſible, by the ef- 
forts of any Committee whatever, to make it entitled to the appro- 
bation of the Houſe ; and I am induced thus early to take the 
liberty of addreſſing myſelf to you, becauſe I think that it is a duty 


- peculiarly incumbent upon thoſe, who have directed their attention 


to financial inquiries, to prevent, by every poſſible exertion, the paſ- 
ſing of ſuch a bill into a law. TI ſhall endeavour, however, with as 
much brevity as the importance of the queſtion will admit of, to 
explain what has occurred to me on this intereſting ſubject. 

The Houſe is fully aware, that for raifing thoſe extraordinary 
ſupplies which are neceſſary to defray the expences of war, one, 
of tour meaſures, has been uſually adopted. In ſome countries, a 
treaſure has been accumulated for that purpoſe in time of peace; in 
others, the neceſſary ſupplies have been raiſed within the year. Ac- 
cording to a third plan, the ſums wanted have been levied by com- 
pulſive loans, of which there was lately an inſtance under the direc- 
torial tyranny of France. The laſt plan, is that of raiſing money 


by means of voluntary loans, or through the medium of what is 


called the funding ſyſiem; a mode of raiſing money which ſome gen- 
tlemen are inclined to reprobate, becauſe they only contemplate its 
defects, but which I have ever conſidered as the climax of financial 
invention, the greateſt of all political diſcoveries, the moſt valuable 
mine that ever a nation was poſſeſſed of, and, in a peculiar manner, 
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the ſource of the ſtrength, the proſperity, and the happineſs of this 
country. Indeed, Sir, (without tiring the Houſe by a ſtatement of 
the variety of arguments that might be urged in its favour, with 
which I am perſuaded that every individual who now hears me, 
muſt be already familiarly acquainted), it may be ſufficient to re- 
mark, that if we had attempted to carry on our wars on any other 
plan, in conſequence of the inability of the ſubject to bear the preſ- 
ſuce of additional taxes, either thoſe wars muſt have been in the 
higheſt degree unſucceſsful, from the want of funds to carry them 
on, or the people would have been driven, by oppreſſion and def- 
pair, into a ſtate of inſurreQion ; nor could we have preſerved, as 
we have hitherto been fortunately enabled to do, amidſt all the ca- 
lamities of war, that beſt ſource of public proſperity, the means of 
induſtry and of re-production. 

But, we are told, that we have funded too much already ; that 
the price of ſtocks is low ; that money cannot be borrowed in large 
ſums, except on very diſadvantageous terms ; that we ought to huſ- 
band the funding ſyſtem ; that we muſt pay a ſalvage for the protec- 
tion of our property ; and, above all, that we are now under the 
neceſſity of reſorting to a new financial expedient, namely, that of 
borrowing a part, and of railing the remainder of the extraordinary 
ſupplies by taxes within the year. | 

There can hardly be, in my opinion, a more erroneous idea. If 
the funding ſyſtem is at all to be abandoned, inſtead of purſuing this 
miſerable expedient, the reſult of irrefolution and timidity, we ought 
manfully to reſolve to raiſe, not the half, but the whole ſupplies 
within the year. By following the plan that is propoſed, we ſhall 
neither enjoy the advantages of the one ſyſtem, nor of the other, 
whilſt we muſt feel the diſadvantages of both. 

If all the taxes were raiſed within the year, the money of the 
kingdom would not be collected in the metropolis, for the purpoſes 
of a loan ; ſo that there would be a greater quantity of wealth in the 
country, applicable to the payment of the extraordinary taxes to be 
impoſed ; whereas, if we have both a loan in London, and extra- 
ordinary contributions in the country, it is abſurd to imagine, that 
the circulating wealth of the nation will be equally divided : hence, 
there muſt be either a deficiency of money in the country, to pay the 
taxes, or a want of money in the capital, to furniſh the loan. 

It is next contended, that the new ſyſtem has already anſwered 
in practice; and to it, we are told, ought to be attributed, the pre- 
ſent flouriſhing ſtate of our public credit, and what is called the 


bigh price of ſtocks. There never were more groundleſs aſſertions. 


During the American war, the loweſt price that the funds ever 
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reached, was in February 178 2, when the 3 per cents. were never 
lower than 5 3355 though no artificial means were made uſe of to buoy 


them up by means of weekly purchaſes. When the bargain for the 


loan was concluded in April laſt, the 3 per cent. conſols were above 
48 ; they are now at 54. Is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, therefore, that 
this plan has at all materially contributed to. increaſe the price of 
ſtocks : the difference is 6 per cent. Can no other cauſe be aſſigned 
for that riſe, but the meaſure now under contemplation ? Is nothing, 
for inſtance, to be attributed to the land-tax redemption bill, which, 
I am informed, has partially ſucceeded in partieular diſtricts, and 
the beneficial conſequences of which we hear ſo much of on other 
occaſions ? nothing to the aſtoniſhing increaſe of our commercial 
wealth, and the improvement of our agricultural reſources ; and 
nothing to our naval victories ? to which, indeed, more than to the 
financial meaſures of the right Eonourable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt), 
our preſent proſperous ſituation ought to be aſeribed. In ſhort, 
four cauſes are aſſigned for this riſe of 6 per cent. as ſuits beſt the 
convenience of the Miniſter. Let us give each of them a fair pro- 
portion, namely, i per cent. Let us ſuppoſe that we have ogcaſion 
for twenty-five millions this year, and that we borrow the whole, 
inſtead of raifing a part on the new principle, within the year, the 
difference, at the rate of 14 per cent., is but 37 5000l. and for that 
paltry and miſerable ſum, the whole nation is to be ſubjected to the 
grievous oppreſſion of this intolerable meaſure 


Let us admit, however, for the ſake of argument, that it is wiſe 


and politic to raiſe a part of the ſupplies within the year, and that 
it has been found beneficial in practice; it next becomes a matter 
of queſtion, whether the aſſeſſed- tax bill of laſt year, is not as fair a 


mode of raiſing that contribution, as the new ſyſtem that is ſug- 


geſted? And after all the arguments uſed in favour of that bill, 
and the ſtrong language in which it was ſupported in both Houſes, 
it is a circumſtance hardly to be credited, that it ſhould now be pro- 
poſed to repeal that plan, and to ſubſtitute another in its ſtead. If 
the Members of this Houſe in particular, were to recolle& the many 
ſtrong declarations which were made in its favour, from authorities 
they are, in general, accuſtomed to liſten to with peculiar attention 
and reſpect, they would probably heſitate, in regard to the adoption 
of a new ſyſtem, for raifing any part of the ſupplies within the 
year. | 
Indeed the queſtion is, whether it is not better to have ſome cri- 
terion, than none at all? By having a criterion, you ſtand ſome 
chance of preventing evaſion, and, above all, you render a harſh 
inquiſitorial diſcloſure of property unneceſſary: but if you have 
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none, unleſs the moſt oppreſſive and tyrannical ſyſtem is purſued, the 
whole income you can expect to derive from the meaſure, will de- 

nd on the voluntary ſeal, and, unfortunately, the lax morality, of 
the great body of the people, who have already ſhown, what may 
be expected from them, when you appeal to their conſciences on the 
ſubje& of taxation. x 

But if a new plan muſt be adopted, and if property, inſtead of 
expenditure, muſt be attacked, it becomes a matter of nice diſcuſ- 
ſion, whether the extraordinary contribution ſhould be raiſed by a 
tax on capital, or a tax on income, or by blending the two together, 
which, though the moſt complicated, yet being unqueſtionably the 
juſteft, ought to be preferred. What I mean is, that every man 
ſhould pay, inſtead of 10 per cent. on his income, + per cent. on his 
capital, and 5 per cent. on his income, by which perſons who had 
no capital, would be greatly relieved, and thoſe who were poſſeſſed 
of conſiderable property, would pay more in proportion to their opu- 
lence, than under the ſyſtem that is propoſed. 

Almoſt the only objection to this plan is, the difficulty of aſcer- 
taining the value of a man's capital. But is it not the ſame in re- 
gard to his income, unleſs it ariſes from ſome fixed and regular ſti- 
pend, and is liable to no uncertainty of deduction ? Let us con- 
fider this important part of the ſubject, in the three great lines, of 
a landed income, of a commercial income, and of a profeſſional 
income. ; 

A landed income may be ſuppoſed the moſt certain and perma- 
nent, and in ſome particular inſtances it may be fo ; but, in gene- 
ral, a perſon of landed property, after deducting every public tax 
or impoſition to which he is liable, is ſubjeQ to a variety of burdens. 

In the firſt place, he is frequently under the neceſſity of being at 
very heavy legal expences for preſerving his preperty, and he is 
clearly entitled to deduct thoſe expences, as it is propoſed that the 
public ſhall avail itſelf of that part of his income, by taxing the 
gentlemen of the law. In the ſecond place, he is under the neceſ- 
ſity of ſpending money in the improvement of his eſtates, as in drain- 
ing, fencing, building, &c. And in the third place, any perſon of 
landed property is ſubject to a variety of deductions in conſequence 
of the rank he holds in the ſtate; he is obliged to act as ſheriff, as 
juſtice of the peace, and other publie ſituations, without any recom- 
pence or emolument whatſoever; and if any plan is in agitation 
for building a bridge, for making a turnpike road, or forming a 
canal, which may ultimately prove' of material conſequence to the 
neighbourhood, a gentleman of landed property muſt ſubſcribe for 
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all ſuch meaſures, unleſs it is intended to check by law the progreſs 
of public improvement. 

It is ſtill more difficult to aſcertain the income of the commer. 
cial individual, whoſe capital and income, indeed, are in fact fo inti- 


mately combined together, that it is impoſſible to ſeparate them. 


The income of a commercial man, alſo, depends upon a variety of 
circumſtances beſides his capital ; it depends on the fituation in 
which he happens to be placed, the connections which he has formed 


or inherited, the talents which he employs in his buſineſs, and the 


induſtry with which he proſecutes it. Are we to tax ſituation ? 
That was given up in the caſe of the famous ſhop-tax. Are we 
to tax the advantage derived from connection? It would be the 
firſt time that any individual ever paid any demand to the Exche- 
quer, for having a number of friends, and probably deſerving them. 
Are we to tax talents? It would be a ſtrange circumſtance in 
finance to impoſe burdens upon thoſe, by whoſe ingenuity new arts 
were diſcovercd, or the old ones improved; who contribute ſo eſſen- 
tially to enrich the nation, and who are juſtly accounted the ſureſt 
ſource of its commercial proſperity. Or, above all, are we to tax 
induſtry * If fo, the man that is idle and profligate will pay 
nothing ; whereas the ſober and induſtrious will be burdened in 
proportion to their exertions. 

Let us next conſider how profeſſional men can aſcertain their 
incomes. To what a variety of caſualties are they not expoſed! 


They may be diſabled by ſickneſs ; they may be injured by ill- 


founded perſonal, or even political prejudices entertained againſt 
them ; or their profits may be impaired by public calamity and 
diſtreſs : indeed, many of them muſt be ruined by this bill, which 
muſt diminiſh, in various inſtances, their profeſſional buſineſs ; and 
all of them will be entitled to the deduction of a full third of their 
clear income, which every prudent profeſſional man does uſually 
deduct, to form a proviſion for himſelf in his old age, and a capital 
for his family at his death. 

Theſe circumſtances prove, that it is as difficult to 3 in- 
come, as to aſcertain the value of capital, and are ſtrongly in favour 
of that blended ſyſtem, which ſeems to be the only juſt principle on 
which ſuch a tax or contribution as this can be impoſed. 

Indeed, how is it poſſible to demand, at the ſame rate, from a 
perſon who has an income without a capital, and from one who has 
both income and capital? One perſon, for inſtance, draws his ſubſilt- 


ence from an income of 600l. a year, from the profeſſion of the 
law; at 10 per cent. he is charged with 6ol. to the Exchequer, 


which he muſt dedu from his income. Another perſon has 
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20, oool. of 3 per cent. conſolidated annuities, producing him 600l. 
At lo per cent. he will only pay 6ol. alſo, though, by ſelling only 
about 1201. of his 3 per cents., according to the price of the ſtocks, 
he pays his tax, and only loſes about 31. 1 28. per annum of his in- 
come. Where then is that boaſted equality, which is ſaid to be ſo 
much in favour of this plan, and which renders it fo infinitely ſu- 


- — F — — AY ok * * . CY 4 7 as — Eg — — 
66 n | 
* GP — : 2 6 a * * — 
EJ/½% . tr nn 2 0 = — Wy = — , 
n ” * . " — "4 AR o = — Ts — 2 2 K — E: — 
+ C * ＋ * "> ; * < N 3 OY x \ 22 — = — D — E — 
NW 7 er og ig IE * + — — — — * « 4 > 2 *X = th 5 1 
2 . * 6 A \4 o " * 2 L 8 
PI 2 5 2 ** nn Log rt ye he Rn, rr A 0 ” „ 
I NS oy E n KY - - = 


| perior to every other * 

| On theſe grounds I cannot help thinking, that if the meaſure 
| is at all to be adopted, it ought to be altered on the principle which 
| [I have now taken the liberty of recommending, namely, that of lay- 
: ing the tax, partly on capital and partly on income. 

- Let us now, Sir, proceed to conſider the ſpecific plan that is ſub- 
gmitted to our conſideration in the preſent bill. 


The Houſe muſt ſtill recollect the elaborate ſpeech, in which the 
right honourable gentleman laid before us a general view of the in- 
come, ſuppoſed to be enjoyed by all the various elaſſes of the com- 
munity. In ſome points I may differ with him ; and when I 
heard the right honourable gentleman expreſſing himſelf with ſo much 
doubt reſpecting various particulars, and reſting on the antiquated 
notions of Davenant, and the gueſſes of modern authorities, I could 
not help wiſhing that the right honourable gentleman had given more 
aſſiſtance to an inſtitution I had the honour of ſuggeſting z I mean, 
Sir, the Board of Agriculture, by whom all theſe points, had it been 
properly ſupported, would have been, before this time, fully aſcer- 

| tained. It has ever been a favourite opinion with me, that no 
country could be well governed, unleſs its real ſituation was tho- 
roughly known—* Ad conſilium de republica dandum, caput eſt, noſe 
e rempublicam.” Indeed, had not the progreſs of that inſtitution 
been checked, by thoſe who were regardleſs of the intereſts of the 
country they governed, provided they could gratify their own perſo- 
nal ſpleen and reſentment, we ſhould now have been debating, not 
on looſe calculations and uncertain data, but on a general report on 
the ſtate of the country, founded on authentic information, which 
it would have been in my power, before this time, to have laid upon 
the table of this Houſe. 

But let us ſuppoſe that the calculations of the right dee 
gentleman, if not perfectly juſt, yet are ſufficiently accurate for the 
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m 4 purpoſes of diſcuſſion ; and that the various claſſes of the community, 
has which he has enumerated, have an income of one hundred millions 
pſiſt- per annum; yet I queſtion much, whether they really can afford to 
the pay any thing like fo large a ſum as ten millions, in the courſe of 


quer, one year, in addition to the thirty millions (including the expence of 
| has the collection) which they already yield to the Exchequer. 
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live as formerly. 


a particular ſet of individuals who job in the funds. 
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The perſons who will be ſubjected to this new tax on income, 
may be divided into three claſſes. 

The firſt conſiſts of thoſe who already ſave a part of their income, 
and who, by this act, will be obliged, however reluctantly, to part 
with a portion of thoſe ſavings which they were anxious to lay up. 
It is the principal object of this bill, to get at this deſcription of in- 
dividuals. Bur I do not think that this refource is any thing like 
ſo conſiderable as gentlemen imagine. If we ſuppoſe that there are 
3,000 perſons who enjoy, at an average, 1, oool. each (which, in 
theſe luxurious times, will include, I am perſuaded, all the miſers in 
the kingdom), the total income they poſſeſs will not exceed 
3,000,000l. per annum, and the tax will not produce above 
300,000l. 

Another deſcription of perſons, are thoſe who formerly lived up 
to the full extent of their income, or, perhaps, beyond it, but who 
will now begin to ſave, and to reduce their eftabliſhments, in order 
to pay this new contribution. I am afraid this claſs will be a very 
numerous one, and that, to the tull amount they are compelled to 
pay to this tax on income, we ſhall loſe in the exciſc and cuſtoms, 
and other branches of the revenue. 

The only remaining claſs confiſts of thoſe who will continue to 
Perhaps, indeed, they cannot retrench, owing to 
the largeneſs of their family, their profeſſional fituations, and various 
other circumſtances. Having neither ſaved the money before, nor 


being able to ſave it now, they muſt either dedu it from their ca- 


pital (if they have any), or borrow it where they can find it. 

And this leads me again to allude to the great diſadvantage of 
blending the two ſyſtems together, namely, that of borrowing money 
for the public ſervice, and of raiſing the ſupplies within the year, 
The conſequence of a public loan is, that all the money of the king- 
dom not only flocks into the metropolis, but alſo into the hands of 
What fol- 
lows? It is evident that any private perſon cannot borrow money 
almoſt on any terms. Whereas, if there were no loan, the circula- 
ting wealth of the kingdom would be ſpread over the whole ſurface 
of the country ; the loan-mongers of London would be glad to lend 
their money on reſpectable private ſecurities, and leſs difficulty 
would be found in raiſing the whole of the ſupplies within the year, 
than the proportion which it is propoſed, by this bill, ſhould be 
levied. 

We ſhall ſuppoſe, however, that the nation is able to pay the pro- 


| Poſed tax of 10 per cent. on income; yet, when I conſider the va- 


rious objections which may be urged againſt it, ſome of which g9 
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to the very root of the meaſure, and others, which, though they affect 
only particular branches of it, yet are almoſt of equal moment, —1 
can ſcarcely think that the Houſe will be . to . ſuch a 
bill into a law. 

The radical objections are three; 1 that the meaſure i in 
queſtion will promote emigration, will diminiſh the produce of the 
old taxes, and will raiſe the price of all the neceſſaries of life. 

There is no circumſtance fo likely to be apprehended from this 
meaſure, as the emigration of the induſtrious claſſes of the commu- 
nity. If, in addition to all the uſual taxes to which the people of 
the country are ſubjected, and which are in general reckoned tolera- 
bly oppreſſive, perſons are alſo made liable to a compulfive-diſclo- 
ſure of property, which bas ever been accounted ſo odious and 
vexatious a meaſure, and alſo to have that property ſeverely taxed, 
it muſt induce great multitudes of individuals to deſert a country, 
where they are ſubjected to ſuch grievous oppreſſion, and to find 
out ſome quiet aſylum, where they may eſcape ſuch rapacity. If 
ſuch a circumſtance were to take place, and it 1s evidently not im- 
poſſible, nor, in my opinion, improbable, it would be the ſource of 
infinite miſchief to this country. If the ingenious mechanic, the 
induſtrious artiſan, the adventurous manufacturer, the hardy ſea- 
man, the intelligent merchant, and the ſkilful huſbandman, op- 
preſſed by Gnancial exactions, are driven from this formerly happy 
iſland, what will become of the boaſtful power and opulence of the 
Britiſh nation? Some are already gone, and others are, perhaps, 
preparing to follow their footſteps. The paſſing of ſuch a law as 
this, muſt confirm any reſolution they have taken, and may baniſh 
for ever from this country, ſome of the moſt valuable ſubjeQs it 
can at preſent boaſt of. | ; 

Another material objection is, that it will occaſion a very fatal 
reduction in the produce of the old taxes. Many luxurious grati- 
fieations, which furniſh an ample revenue to the Exchequer, muſt be 
curtailed or abandoned. Many people are already conſidering, 
whether they ought, or ought not, to repleniſh their pipes and ſnuff- 
boxes, on which depends a branch of revenue (that on tobacco), yield- 
ing to the amount of 7 00,0001. per annum. Other articles muſt ſuf- 
fer in proportion. If the national income, as Rated by the right honour- 
able gent!eman (Mr. Pitt), is one hundred- millions, we pay about 
thirty millions of that ſum to the Exchequer at preſent ; for which 
ſome allowance ought to have been made in his ſtatements ; and if 
we are reduced to the private expenditure of ſixty inſtead of ſeventy 
millions, there muſt be a confiderable defalcation from the thirty 
millions formerly paid ; and if the ſpirit of econemy is once intro- 
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duced into the eſtabliſhments of private families, which, I think, is the prin 
likely to be the reſult of ſo violent a meaſure, that cold econzmy may let book 
continue; in which caſe we ſhall loſe a permanent for a temporary who aff 
advantage ; and thoſe taxes, on the produce of which depend the go no fa 
payment of our public creditors, and the ſubſiſtence of our fleets and large m 
armies, may became inadequate to the purpoſe. This is a point, agree to 
in which many perſons who now hear me, are deeply intereſted, tax. - £ 
who are thinking little at preſent how much they are perfonally con- to induc 
cerned in theſe Den its ſolen 

A third radical objection is, the effect that this tax will have, in poſſible 
raiſing the price of all the neceſſaries of life ; inſomuch, that the The 
middling and lower orders of the community will find it difficult to Commi 
ſubſiſt under it. Several articles of general conſumption, as ſalt, ſiling ir 
ſugar, coals, &c. are already exorbitantly high, and muſt become parts of 
ſtill more ſo. Indeed, if we ſeverely tax thoſe who raiſe or pro- Weſt I. 
duce the neceſſaries of life, and thoſe who deal in them, it is evi- far as r 
dent, that they will endeavour to throw the load off their own hiſtory | 
ſhoulders, and will contrive to make the unfortunate conſumer pay Weſt I. 
tenfold, for the taxes to which they themſelves are ſubjected. of impo 

I ſhall now proceed to ſtate ſome objections of a leſs important reſpeRi\ 
nature, becauſe they are capable of being removed ; but which, at derable 
the ſame time, unleſs they can be obyiated, ought to prove fatal to of the F 
the meaſure. trines, v 

The firſt point I ſhall touch upon, under this head, relates to Rn 1 
the taxing of the funds, which muſt alarm every one, attached to of this 
the old financial ſyſtem and doctrines of this country, in oppoſition “ a por 
to the new political dogmas, which, in theſe days, are fo boldly in- « ſecur 
eulcated. By the laws, as they now ſtand, the intereſts or dividends Judge I 
paid to the public creditors, are protected againſt all charges and property 
taxes whatfoever ; but, for the firſt time, they are now introduced the proj 
into the budget of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. | impolicy 

It is faid, that there is no direct tax upon the funds; that we do impoſin, 
not intercept the money, as it gocs into the pocket of the creditor ; property 
but that we only put our hands 1 into his pocket afterwards, and inform country, 
him, whether he conſents or not, he muſt, at his peril, (the words il caſe we 
of the precept of the Commiſſioners are, * thereof fail not at your Jil Which t 
« peril”) deliver over to us, a tenth part of that ſum of money, WI Ve deri 
which we aſſured him, when he lent. the principal, was to be ex l“ſsm. 
empted from all taxes and charges whatſoever. What a miſerable The 
evaſion ! Indeed, if this principle of indirect and involuntary tax3- the new 
tion is once admitted in regard to the funds, there is no ſaying t0 Tha 
what height it may be carried. What is the remedy * The te. ean har 
medy is an eaſy one, and has been PRI on all . when rather ſ 
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the principle or the intereſt of the public creditor has been affected, 
let books be opened for receiving the names of all the creditors 


uͤ ho aſſent to this new mode of holding their property, and let it 


go no farther than to the perſons who ſubſcribe. I truſt that a very 
large majority of the creditors, if not the whole of them, would 
agrer to the. propoſal, and voluntarily ſubject themſelves to the new 
tax. At any rate, no conſideration whatever ought, in my opinion, 
to induce this Houſe to countenance any paltry evaſion, by which 
its ſolemn faith, pledged to the poblic creditors, can, to the ſmalleſt 
poſſible extent, be violated, | 

The next point I wiſh to allude to, can alſo be remedied in the 
Committee on the bill. It relates to the idea of taxing perſons re- 
fiding in this country, for the property which they poſſeſs in other 
parts of His Majeſty's dominions ; for inſtance, in Ireland and the 
Weſt Indies. This ſeems to me unjuſt in its principle; and, fo 
far as my information reaches, without example in the financial 
hiſtory of this, or any other country. Both in Ireland and in the 
Welt Indies, there are ſeparate legiſlatures, who enjoy the privilege 
of impoſing taxes on the property of thoſe who are ſubject to their 
reſpective juriſdiction ;—a privilege which they exerciſe to a conſi- 
derable extent. Taxing property in other places, by the authority 
of the Britiſh Parliament, is reviving the old and exploded doc- 
trines, which laid the foundation of the unfortunate war with Ame- 
rica, But, Sir, I doubt, firſt, the right, and, ſecondly, the policy 
of this meaſure. In regard to. the right, taxes are deſcribed to be 
a portion which each ſubjeft contributes of his property, in erder to 
« ſecure the remainder.” If this definition is a juſt one, and it is 
Judge Blackſtone's, we have no right to take the produce of the 
property of Ireland, except to defend Ireland ; nor the produce of 


the property of Jamaica, except to defend Jamaica. In regard to the 


impolicy of the attempt, it is, if poſſible, ſtill elearer. The effect of 
impoſing ſo heavy a burden upon perſons reſiding here, with their 
property elſewhere, muſt be, not only to drive them out of this 
country, but alſo to prevent others from coming into it ; in which 
caſe we ſhall not only loſe the propoſed exaction, but alſo the taxes 
which they pay in various other ways ; and alſo, all the advantages 
we derive from the circulation of from five to fix millions per 
annum. 

The only other point I wiſh to touch upon at preſent, relate to 
the new inquiſitorial power about to be eſtabliſhed. 

That ſome regulations are neceſſary, in order to prevent evaſion, 
can hardly be queſtioned ; but that they ſhould be fo very ſtrict, or 
rather ſo boldly tyrannical, as thoſe which are pointed out in this 
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bill, ſeems to me completely inadmiſſible. To tempt a man to 
perjury, and to ſubject him, at the ſame time, to an inquiſitorial 
power, in order to make him condemn himſelf, is the height of cruelty 
and injuſtice. For my part, I think it infinitely preferable that we 
ſhould loſe ſome money, than run the riſk of eſtabliſhing principles 
abhorrent to that free conſtitution which this country has hitherto 
boaſted of. This is a part of the ſubject, however, which will re. 
quire to be diſcuſſed with peculiar anxiety in a future ſtage of our 
proceedings. | 

But, Sir, it may be ſaid, that this is certainly a harſh meaſure, 
and liable to endleſs objeRions ; at the ſame time, What can be 
done? Some great meaſure of finance is now eſſential for the public 
fafety ; and if you oppoſe this meaſure, you ought to ſuggeſt ſome. 
thing elſe that may anſwer in its room. 

cannot poſſibly ſubſcribe to that doctrine. No Member of the 
Houſe is bound to do more, than to deliver his ſentiments on 
public meaſures, as they are reſpectively brought forward. No pri- 
vate individual can have acceſs to that minute information, without 
which it is impoſſible to judge whether a meaſure can be prejudicial 
to the public intereſt or otherwiſe. But if there is any doubt re- 
garding the beſt mode of raiſing the ſupplies, let a ſelect committee 
of the Houſe be appointed for the inveſtigation of that ſubjeR, 


| armed with authority to ſend for perſons, papers, and records. The 


Houſe and the Public may be aſſured, if a proper ſele& committee 
were appointed, that all the financial difficulties we are involved in 
would be removed; and ſurely, fince we had out-of-door com- 
mittecs, gravely deliberating on the beft mode of levying taxes, and 
who have favoured us with their public declarations on the ſubject 
of finance, there can hardly be any well-grounded objection to the 
meaſure I have ſuggeſted ; and I hope, from the geſtures of the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), that he approves of, and 
will ſupport the idea. : | 
It will naturally be expected, that on ſuch an occaſion, I ſhould 
again take the liberty of recommending to the attention of the 
Houſe, that moſt valuable of all reſources, I mean economy. We 
are told by a celebrated Stateſman of antiquity, whoſe orations the 
right honourable gentleman has ſo frequently peruſed, and ſo cloſely 
imitates, I mean Cicero, „optimum, & in privatis familiis, & in 
* republica, veigal eſt, parſimonium: and I am perfectly ſatis- 
fied, there would be no difficulty, inſtead either of borrowing the 
ſum in queſtion, or railing it by means of an extraordinary and 


harſh contribution, to ſave a large proportion of it, by a rigorous 
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ſpirit of retrenchment in all our eſtabliſhments, both of income 
and expenditure. 

With a view of aſcertaining the diſpoſition of the Houſe towards 
economical arrangements, I thought it adviſeable to embrace the 
happy opportunity, which our late glorious naval ſueceſſes had fur- 
niſhed, of ſuggeſting a very moderate reduction in our favourite 
ſervice of the navy ; becauſe I am fully perſuaded that, if it could 
be introduced there, it would -not be difficult to extend it after- 
wards to all our other eſtabliſhments. I knew well it would be an 
unpopular ſuggeſtion, but I_could not heſitate, from any apprehen- 
ſion of that ſort, to recommend a meaſure which ſeemed to me fo 
neceſſary and ſo uſeful to the Public ; and which, if the war ſhould 
continue much longer, muſt, ſooner or later, be adopted. 

Indeed, in my opinion, nothing could raiſe more the character of 
the nation abroad, or give more ſatisfaction to the people at home, 
than our enforcing a ſyſtem of economy. It is well known, that 
in private life that individual is alone independent and reſpectable, 
who, without being too parſimonious, is yet attentive to his expen- 
diture. The ſame is the caſe with nations. In regard to the people 
at home, the Miniſter may ſuppoſe, as they have ſubmitted quietly 
to ſo many burdens, that they will continue patient under more: he 
may find himſelf miſtaken. By a profuſe expenditure of the public 
money he may ſecure the cry of thoſe who are preying on the vitals 
of the Public, and, perhaps, for the moment, the aſſiſtance of cor- 
rupt and profligate men; but he will ſoon loſe, what every wiſe 
Miniſter would prize above all other acquiſitions, the ſatisfaction of 
his own mind, the confidence of a generous Sovereign, and the ſup- 
port of a great country. 

I ſhall now, Sir, ſtate ſome additional conſiderations to the 


Houſe, which ſeem to me deciſively hoſtile to the ; meaſure in 


queſtion. 

The firſt is, the great tendeney that the paſſing of ſuch a bill 
will have, towards perpetuating the war, and promoting publie pro- 
fuſion. As ſoon as it is aſcertained, that ten millions of additional 
revenue can be raiſed upon the Publie, it will be conſidered as a fund 


for borrowing, and, at 5 per cent., would pay the intereſt of two 


hundred millions of money. What a temptation to continue the 
war, when, perhaps, peace might be obtained on reaſonable terms, 
and to carry it on with -the moſt unbounded nn and 
profuſion ! 


Beſides, Sir, is it poſſible to imagine, if this tax is once impoſed, 


that we ſhall ever get rid of it? Whilſt the war continues, it is 


certain we cannot ; and if peace were to be proclaimed to-morrow, 
Vor. VII. ; Ii 
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it is, at leaſt, queſtionable, whether ſuch an addition to the public 


revenue, would not be neceſſary, from the enormous peace eſtabliſh. 
ment, which the circumſtances of the times may occaſion, at leaſt in 
the opinion of thoſe with whom cold economy is. no particular fa- 
vourite. And, indeed, if it ſhould not be found neceſſary on ac- 
count of our peace eſtabliſnment, ſuch an addition to the public 
revenue, will be extremely convenient to afliſt in diſcharging the 
national debt as a commutation for other taxes, or on ſome ſuch 
ſimilar pretence. 

It is farther neceſſary to obſerve, that this bill lays a foundation 
for endleſs vexatious exactions. The Miniſter now very moderately 
requires only a tenth part of our income; but he eſtabliſhes a 
principle, that the Government of this country is entitled to demand 
a certain part of the income of each individual, and is alſo entitled 
to enforce that compulſive requiſition, by the ſtricteſt and harſheſt 
regulations. Formerly, Sir, our principal taxes, ariſing from con- 


ſumption, and not extending to many of the real comforts and ne- 


ceflaries of life, were in a manner voluntary. The Exchequer 
was enriched, and the people were happy; and the profuſion of 
Government was fortunately checked by the conviction, that, if the 
taxes were carried beyond a certain length, the produce, inſtead of 


increaſing, would diminiſh. But, Sir, if this bill paſſes, the whole 


property of the country will in future lie at the mercy of the Mi- 
niſter ; and though he now propoſes to exact but a tenth part, what 
is to hinder him, next year, from demanding a fifth, or even a 
third of our reſpeQive incomes ?—Allow me to aſk, how long it 
can be expected, that either the wealth or the induſtry of the 
people can hold out, ler even the apprchenſion and terror of ſuch 
exactions ? | 

Such, Sir, arc the objeRtions which have occurred to me againit 
this fatal meaſure ; one, to which the attention of the Houſe, and 
of the Public at large, cannot be too earneſtly and anxiouſly di- 
reed. The only anſwer likely to be given to theſe objeQions, and, 
indeed, the only arguments that can be urged in ſupport of the 
meaſure itſelf, are thoſe philippics againſt the French Directory, 
with which the right honourable gentleman and his friends are ac- 
cuſtomed to interlard their orations, and by which they endeavour 
to inflame the paſſions, and to perplex the underſtandings of a par- 


| tial auditory. Permit me, however, to take the liberty of aſking, 


What have ſuch declamations to do with the preſent queſtion ? 
I deteſt the ambitious projects of the French Directory as much 
as that right honourable gentleman or his friends, and will go as great 


| lengths to refiſt them. But becauſe the French Directory are am- 
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bitious, muſt the people of England be oppreſſed, and muſt we, on 
that account, give way, and ſubmit, even without a ſtruggle, to ſuch 
A miſchievous project as the one now under conſideration ; a pro- 
jet, Sir, which could only have been occaſioned by the moſt un- 
bounded profuſion, could only have originated in the harſheſt ty- 
rannical principles, and muſt either terminate in the diſgrace and 
ruin of the bold projector, or the deſtruction of the nation? 

I have thus, Sir, ſtated at ſome length, but not longer than the 
importance of the queſtion demands, my ſentiments regarding it ; 
and I earneſtly intreat, that the Members of this Houſe, diveſting 
themſelves of partiality for one individual, and of prejudice againſt 
others, will conſider the ſubject itſelf diſpaſſionately, as one on 
which depends the future happineſs of this' country. Let them 
reſolve, inſtead of taking a meaſure of this moment blindly upon 
truſt, becauſe it happens to be introduced by a favourite Miniſter, 
let them reſolve, on the preſent occaſion, to ſee with their own eyes, 
to hear with their own ears, and to be directed by their own judge- 
ment. Let them be aſſured, if they ſuffer this bill to paſs, that it 
will be an event, which they themſelves will ſeverely repent of, 
when it will unfortunately be too late, and which their - poſterity 
will have juſt cauſe to lament,. as one of the greateſt calamities 
that could poſſibly have befallen that country they were doomed to 
inherit. Let them alſo be aſſured, if ſuch a bill as this meets with 
their approbation, that the Britiſh Houſe of Commons will no longer 
be conſidered as that reſpeQable Senate, whoſe condu has for- 
merly been looked up to, with admiration and reſpect, both in 
this country and on the continent of Europe; but that it will be 
accounted a degraded chamber of commerce and finance, cal- 
culated ſolely for the purpoſe of regiſtering the edits of a Mi- 


niſter, without knowledge of their contents, or conviction of their 
utility. 


Mr. SIMEON faid, the honourable Baronet was perfectly nabe 
in calling the attention of the Houſe to this important meaſure; 


indeed all queſtions of finance were peculiarly within the province. 
of that Houſe. He approved alſo of the requeſt of the honour- 
able Baronet, to lay afide all prejudice. The fingle queſtion, in the 
firſt place, was, whether or not, conſidering al} circumſtances, it 
was wiſe to raiſe a large ſum of money within the year upon 
which he believed there was but little variety of opinion. The 
next point would be, whether it was wiſe to continue the aſſeſſed 
taxes, or adopt the preſent meaſure. Upon the funding ſyſtem, it 
was not proper to ſay we ſhould go as far as we could; that, he 
was convinced, we had not done yet, but we ſhould ſtop in due ſea- 
11.2 
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ſon, and this meaſure ſaid you muſt ſtop upon the funding ſyſtem, 
not becauſe you cannot go on, but becauſe prudence adviſes you to 
ſtop here. He had not heard any gentleman ſay it was wiſe to con- 
tinue the aſſeſſed taxes. He oppoſed thoſe aſſeſſed taxes laſt year, 
becauſe he thought the plan would no: anſwer ; but he was glad the 
meaſure had been tried, becauſe it has had the effect of ripening the 
public mind for another meaſure which was now before the Houſe. 
He could not agree with the honourable Baronet, with regard to a 
tax upon capital in real eſtate ; becauſe he thought it would be im- 
poſſible to aſcertain its value, or the value of the intereſt which each 
individual who enjoyed it had in that eſtate. The fame objection 
would apply to ſome other ſpecies of capital:; —as to capital in the 


Funds, the idea of taxing it was unjuſt in the higheſt degree, inaſ- 


much as it might be the ruin of the holder, by compelling him to 
ſell out to an immenſe diſadvantage. The caſe was quite different 
upon income. 

He then proceeded to take notice of hints that had been thrown 
out upon a former occaſion, relative to the taking the property to be 
found in Corporation and Church Lands, for the uſe of the State. 
He hoped that would never be deliberately propoſed in that Houſe. 
Corporations were extremely uſeful for the purpoſe of adminiſtering 
local juſtice ; and which they did adminiſter as regularly, and as 
well, as it was adminiſtered in Weſtminſter Hall ; and he believed 
there was no complaint upon that ſubject in any part of the kingdom. 
As to the manner in which Corporations ſometimes ſhewed their 
hoſpitality, he ſaw no reaſon- to complain of it ; to put men occa- 
fionally in good humour, appeared to him to be a harmleſs thing, 
and no reaſon why the property ſhould be taken away. As to the 
Church Lands, he warned the Houſe, but, indeed, it wanted no 
warning, of the effect of ſuch a meaſure in another country; it led 
to anarchy and confuſion ; and ſo it would here; for the Clergy 


were the great prop of the State, by the influence they had upon the 


morals of the people ; when that prop was taken away, the build- 
ing muſt fall. But we ſhould not be fo unwiſe as to follow the 
example that was ſet to us. He believed, indeed, that religion was 
ſpreading over this country by the interpoſition of Divine Pro- 
vidence. 


Gentlemen ſaid that this meaſure was hard ; he wiſhed they 


| would tell him what they meant. by the word hardſhip—Suppoſe 
| thirty millions were to be raiſed by a Loan, and taxes were to be 


impoſed for the payment of the intereſt of the money, would not that 
appear to be hard? What was the hardſhip? Tt was not in the 


tax; it was in the cauſe of the tax—that cauſe was the war; and 
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until we had peace, the hardſhip muſt continue. To obtain peace, 
we had done every thing that a great and dignified nation could 
conſent to do. Indeed hardſhip was to be judged of by compa- 
nſon. We thought our condition hard in England; would we 
change with Switzerland ? Would we change with any other part 
of Europe? Would the London merchant change conditions with 
the merchant of Amſterdam? Why, then, talking of hardſhip, 
without taking it in a comparative view, was talking without 
ſenſe. | 

He knew df no better way for diſcuſſing the policy of this 
meaſure than by looking at the effect it was likely to have on the 
price of the articles of life. Would they riſe in proportion to the 
ſum raiſed, which muſt be the caſe when a Loan was made? By 
no means: — he took it to be clearly otherwiſe; for, as it affected 
every individual alike, there was no chance of charging more upon 
any article of trade now than formerly; for each individual will be 
governed by prudence as far as regards himſelf ; and that, from 
its very nature, will keep the prices of. the articles of life where 
they are, or nearly ſo, the buyer and ſeller being affected by this 
plan actually alike. 

As to the probability of emigration, he had not any. of the appre- 
henſions expreſſed by the honourable Baronet. In the firſt place, 
this plan affected no man whoſe income was under Gol. a year; 
and therefore it was not likely to affect the price of labour. If, 
indeed, the price of labour could be affected by the meaſure, there 
would be ſomething to be apprehended from emigration ; but a 
man, whoſe income was 2001, in this country, whether by trade or 
otherwiſe, was not very likely to emigrate. He ſhould be glad to 
know of the honourable Baronet, where men were to go? Would 
they go to France ? or would they croſs the Atlantic? He be- 
lieved very few perſons of 2001. a year would try the ſpeculation : 
each individual would conſider he was as well off as his neighbour, 
and remain where he is, in hopes of better times, which muſt 
arrive when peace comes. | | 

He profeſſed himſelf an enemy to all ſpecies of declamation upon 
this ſubject. He thought that miſchief might be produced by 
calling this an inquiſitorial meaſure. Many honeſt people among 
the public, for want of opportunity of being better informed, aſſo- 
Clated ideas to words in a manner very different from the meaning 
of gentlemen who uſed certain words in that Houſe. Thus, for 
Inſtance, when the word ** Inquiſition” was uttered, a great part 
of the public annexed to it the idea of . Racks and Tortures. So 
un, when a ſurveyor was called a ſpy, the public annexed mean 
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and diſhoneſt ideas to that office; but, in fact, theſe were to be 
men, whoſe duty it was to be ſerviceable to the public ; and 23 
well might the Attorney and Solicitor General be called ſpies, be. 
eziife they inſtituted informations againſt thoſe who miſcondueg 
themſelves. Indeed, he thought this an abſolutely uſeful as wel 
as necefiary meaſure: and he believed it was approved in ever 
corner of this country —Qur enemies had made this meaſure ne. 
ccfary, for they had not left us in doubt what their object was; it 
was avowedly the deſtruction of this country. That had evident 
united us all; it ought to unite us all. . | 

As to the idea of the honourable Baronet in having a Com. 
mittee of the Houſe to conſider of a better plan than the preſent, 
he had no doubt but that any Committee of that Houſe would be: 
ſenſible Committee, eſpecially it they had the honourable Baronet 
at their head; but ſtill he did not fee why they . thould be wiſer 
than the whole Houſe. He then defended the particular proviſions 
of the bill with regard to the mode of appointing Commiſſioners, 
and concluded with obſerving, that he thought the meaſure altoge- 
ther a very good one, and that the oppoſition to it could only tend 
to damping the heart of the people. 

Mr. MICHAEL ANGELO FAYLOR ſaid, that if he 
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thought this meaſure would produce all the advantages which his 


learned friend who had juſt ſpoken had ſaid it would produce, he 
fhould be one of the firſt to approve of it. But as this was a mea- 
ſure which dceply affected the principles of the Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, he wiſhed it to be gravely and candidly argued, and that m 
topics of declamation againſt the tyranny of France, or on the dan- 
ger of French principles, had mingled in the diſeuſſion. If the 
meaſure was good, why not diſcuſs it freely and fairly? If bad, 
no declamation would alter, although for a moment it might ſup- 
port it. Perhaps ſome gentlemen might think that, although the 
meaſure might contain ſome proviſions which ought not to be 
aſſented to, yet that it ought to go into a Committee that the de- 
fects might there be remedied ; but he was of opinion that he had 
objections to urge againſt the general ſpirit of the meaſure, which 
no Committee could remove. | 

He gave notice laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, that he ſhould early 1 
this move for the repeal of the Aﬀeſſed Faxes Bilt ; but from tht 
information he received from the Minifter himſelf he found that (0 
be unneceſſary, fince he was himfelf about to repeat that bill, and 
which indeed was propofed to be done by the preſent meaſure, Which 
meaſure, however, he ſnould have oppoſed ſooner, but that he had 
been confined by illneſs. Fhere was one thing which he could not 
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help ay ing, although it had not an immediate bearing, in his view! 
of the caſe, upon the preſent ſubject, yet it had in the view of the 
right honourable gentleman : that was, as the Miniſter had ſtated, 
there were many inſtances of the Aſſeſſed Taxes Bill being ſhame- 
fully and ſcandalouſly evaded ; and he wondered that people who 
lived under a free Government ſhould behave fo diſhoneſtly, and 
come forward and ſwear to what was known to be falſe. He 
bee many inſtances of this himſelf. This he lamented as much 
| s he held it to be criminal ; for. however he might oppoſe any mea- 
ſure while it was in that Houſe, and that he had a right to do, nay, 
it was his duty fo to do if he thought it a wrong meaſure ; yet after 
it had received the ſanction of the Legiſlature, he conſidered him- 
ſelf in conſcience, as well as in duty, bound to obey it; a contrary 


{ay no difference between defrauding the public of its property, and 
to be tranſported, and in the other he was only liable to a penalty. 


les from having heard it maintained by a worthy man, the late Mr. 
john Lee. The evaſion to which he alluded was the more glaring, as 
t was practiſed by thoſe who pretended to be ready: to give their laſt 
guinea for the ſupport of the war; but when they came. to be tried, 
bo far were they from being willing to give the laſt guinea, that _ 
did not wiſh to give the firſt. 

But now, to come to the meaſure before the Hause the right 


2 

o bonourable gentleman could ſatisfy him (and he hoped he was not 
„ eery difficult to be ſatisfied) that this meaſure would be attended 
e ich none of the inconveniences he was going to ſtate, he would 


foot the Miniſter—a fate that was ſaid to have befallen another 


be erat man lately in another part of the world, for attempting to raiſe 
1 contribution among the people. 
ad The firſt objection he had to urge againſt this meaſure was, that 


It would cauſe a general diſcloſure of property. It was indeed faid, 
at the ſtate of each individual's property ſhould be kept a ſecret : 


in it how was this ſecreſy to be kept up? Did not every man give 
he is anfiver to the tax- gatherer at the door? Any perſon in the vil- 
% ee in which a man lived might know the ſtate of his property. 


o was this money collected? By the common tax-collector. 
Vas it not childiſh to ſay that any ſecreſy could accompany ſuch a 
ſoceeding? Secreſy, in ſuch a caſe, was abſolutely impoſlible. 


doarine tended to deſtroy all notions of obedience to law, and he 
defrauding an individual, except that in the one caſe he was liable 


This. doctrine he was convinced of, and he did not eſteem it the 


certainly give him his vote; for he had no fixed hatred againſt the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor had he any piſtol in his pocket to 


© was not able to ſay how ſuch a meaſure as this would affect 


2 — 
OT, _ 


<-> a wt 
* = *4 - 
r or 


— ET 
"SG — 


4 F * — * * 
— PFaget Tex r way 
n 


_— 


* * — — Ls 
Eee EY 
a 


* gn gf ; * 
„ e * 
— 8 > 


* 
I 2 — 
r 
3 2 = 8 


* r ay dre 
- »+' 


n - * 4 8 
. on n . f - 
Mat _— i 
* r ; F258 1 
e a a . A or 
. 
3 — . 
— 2 3 — - 
A 2" - us LAX A 


* 
r 

* —— 41 ³˙ „ _ CO 

py 7 a Dae. e 


— Es 
* . ao 1 38 
i ge 2 


LES * e y 
* — 1 - 
gi ge nn 4 X FEES” e 
Dag. : sn . {SS 
. Me aſs hc n - 
EA ; CTY __ 5 ren hy * * . 
8. M4 [8 - __ «bb! a G 8 
VVV 1 
. "wax : F 0 
c 
3 : 
= - ; 
- = * — 7 
* . 2 
* «Ai — 
r AY n 2 2 r 
2 PEP by I 3 3 * FRY x vb -": 586 BYE 28 - 
F p a 


5 3 
* 1 


248 PARLIAMENTARY 


merchants and manufacturers: they muſt judge for themſelves, but 
it appeared to him to be a meaſure that would ſubject them to mon. 
ſtrous inconveniences. In ſome caſes ſpeculation was not only in. 
dulged, but conſtituted part of the wealth, or rather was the mean 
whereby a man procured wealth in certain ſituations in commerce, 
He really thought that this meaſure would affect a number of perſons 
in this reſpect It would affect the credit of many men. Tor in. 
ſtance, if a merchant paid ten per cent. on 10,0001. and it appeared 
that he lived in a very ſplendid ſtile, he owned that he ſhould not 
like a bill of ſuch a man for a large ſum of money, becauſe he kney 
that 10, oool. a year would not ſupport very great ſplendour, and 
the merchant would have no means of concealing this ; nothing was 
more eaſy than for any one to know it. Again, to take the caſe 
of a private gentleman : was the Houſe totally unacquainted with 
the cafe of ſome gentlemen of property, who, in the early part of 
their lives, had,been imprudent, and had brought ſome incumbrances 
upon their eſtates? Would ſuch perſons like that theſe things ſhould 
be diſcloſed? And yet ſuch muſt be the caſe under the proviſions of 
this bill. Many individuals might have . expeQations from rich 
relations, which expeQations would be all diſappointed, when the 
cautious perſon came to ſee the imprudence of the object of his in- 
tended bounty ; for rich perſons in general were very averſe to the 
idea of leaving their property to any but thoſe whom they thought 
would take great care of it. 

His learned friend had ſaid, that the office of the perſon who 
was to make the inquiry into the income, was a reſpectable office, 
and that he might as well have called the Attorney and Solicitor 
General ſpies, as call this perſon a ſpy ; for his part, he expected his 
learned friend, the Solicitor General, to get up with great warmth, 
as being compared to ſuch a character as one of theſe ſurveyors, 35 
they were called ; for, by this the learned Solicitor was made to ap- 
pear, as if he was one of the moſt contemptible men in the king- 
dom. But what ſimilarity was there, in point of fact, between the 
Solicitor General and one of theſe ſpies—what did the Solicitor Ge- 
neral know of the property of any individual? His office was above 
any ſuch contemptible inquiry. He cauſed men to be brought to 
juſtice who miſcondued themſelves, and his office was an honour- 
able one; he was led to ſay theſe things, becauſe the office of thele 
informers had been treated with too much dignity to-night. He 
knew how the caſe ſtood already, with regard to thoſe who are em- 
ployed by Government to examine into people's fortunes : the) 
were employed by Government to look how far people are accurate 
in the payment of their taxes, and whether they are fairly aſſeſſed, 


 [Commoxs, 


Dec. 


or not. 
a 
ſtrous; 
ſuppoſe. 
Londor 
miſſion 


' redreſs, 


and thu 
medy fe 
he hop 
medy t! 
any par 
Ano 
nature. 
man's | 
that eve 
from tt 
odious | 
what w 
exeiſem 
into, or 
having 
comes, 
every n 
cerns. 


and all 


to take 
ſhould 
would 
party li! 
man die 
what th 
if a Ma! 
them, E 
this caſt 
He hk 
at it, of 
aſk, wh 


come © 


duce of 
6,000] 
at his d 
ſuch a 1 

Vor 


Dec. 14.] DEBATES. 249 


or not. Theſe perſons go round at random, and ſurcharge, without 
caring what they do. "The miſchief of this was in many caſes mon- 
ſtrous; for inſtance, *he himſelf lived 160 miles from London; 
ſuppoſe, while he was in the country, he. was unfairly ſurcharged in 
London; he ſhould have no remedy, but by appeal before the Com- 
miſſioners in London; the expence of his coming to town to obtain 
redreſs, would amount to more than the ſum he was overcharged, 
and thus he muſt ſubmit to be cheated, for he had no adequate re- 
medy for the evil. If this bill ever went into a Committee (which 
he hoped it would not) he ſhould have to propoſe a clauſe - to re- 
medy the evil of which he had been ſpeaking, and to give coſts to 
any party who ſhall be ſurcharged unfairly. 

Another objection he had to this meaſure was of a conſtitutional 
nature. The genius of the Conſtitution of England was, that a 
man's property is ſacred. It was upon the ſtrength of that principle 
that every man's houſe was called his caſtle in this country : it was 
from that principle that the exciſe laws had always been held ſo 
odious in England. If exciſe laws were odious in this country, 
what was to be thought of the bill now before the Houſe * An 
exciſeman came to a man's dwelling to ſee whether he had taken 
into, or fent out of his houſe, ſome particular articles, without 


having previouſly paid a given ſum to the revenue; but here a ſpy 


comes, not only into the houſe, but opens the cabinet or bureau of 
every man, and becomes acquainted with all his moſt ſecret con- 
cerns. A man muſt ſhew to this ſpy his bills, his notes, his bonds, 
and all his ſecurities. This was monſtrous, but the Miniſter ſeemed 
to take this as if there was to be a remedy for it; if there was, he 
ſhould try to find it; at preſent he knew of none. He knew it 
would be faid ““ There was no occaſion to diſcloſe, unleſs the 
party liked it;“ but it was forgotten that the Commiſſioners, if a 
man did not diſcloſe to their ſatisfaction, had power to charge him 
what they think right; and by the proceedings of a Court of Juſtice, 
if a man was called upon to produce his books, and did not produce 
them, every preſumption was to be againſt him ; ſo it would be in 
this caſe, becauſe it could not be otherwiſe. 

He knew that a tax on income had the appearance, upon a glance 
at it, of being an equal tax; but to try this for a moment, he would 
alk, what fort of equality there was between ten per cent. upon in- 
come merely, and ten per cent. upon that income which is the pro- 
duce of a capital? For inſtance, let us ſuppoſe a gentleman of 
6,0001. a year with two daughters, and that the eſtate goes away 
at his death to ſome other branch in favour of male iflue, what does 
_— a man do? he ſaves as much ey as he can to provide for 
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his daughters at his death. Now ſuppoſe another perſon of the 
ſame income exactly, but whoſe eſtate devolves upon his children, 
what is the caſe with him? why, he may enjoy the whole of his 
eſtate during his whole life, and yet leave his children better pro. 
vided than the other who faves half his income for his life, and yet 
theſe two perſons being of the ſame income muſt pay the ſame 
money under this bill, viz. 600l. a year each. 

There was ancther ſpecies of property which was of a peculiar 
pature, he meant that which belonged to a church eſtabliſhment; 
and whatever he might wiſh to be ſettled, if we had to begin again, 
he could, from his conſcience declare, he hoped 1 in God, he ſhould 
not wiſh to live to ſee any alterations made in the church. He 
was a friend to a church eſtabliſhment; 3 he was of opinion that the 
clergy were very ſerviceable to every community where they were 
known, for they inſtructed the maſs of the people in their duty. He 
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would aſk any man, whether any perſon having a thouſand a year | 


in the church, ought to pay the ſame ſum as a perſon of a thouſand 
a year landed property? Beſides this, he objected to the ſcale of 
duty. It was ſaid, that men may reduce their expences, in order 
to enable them to pay this impoſt. A gentleman of only 1,000], 

a year cannot reduce. He then read ſome calculations that were 
made by very able calculators, to ſhew the monſtrous inequality of 
the ſcale, as it now ſtood in the bill, which, however, might be 
amended i in the Committee, and the miniſter was welcome to theſe 
calculations, if he thought they could be of uſe to him. He then 


proceedcd to ſtate ſome more general objections to this meaſure. He 


confidered a tax upon income as a tax upon induſtry, and ſuch as 


would make men unwilling to labour. They would argue with 


themſelves thus: why ſhould we labour when government runs 
away with the effect of it? This was the great objeQion that had 
always been taken to tythes, and as far as it went, it was certainly 
unanſwerable. From this one point, if there were none other againſt 
it, he was perſuaded that this bill would become very unpopular. 
He did not wiſh to ſay much upon this bill now, becauſe if it went 
into a Committee, frequent opportunities would occur to ſay more; 
but be did not ſee why he ſhould have ſaid leſs than he did; for 


he really thought the meaſure extremely dangerous, inaſmuch as it 


would check the vigour and energy of the merchant and manufac- 

turer. There was an author who had made great noiſe in the 

world (Mr. Paine,) who was proſecuted for his book, part of which 

was brought into his mind by the bill before the Houſe. He quoted 

that author the. more readily as he differed from him in the outline 

of his work, and therefore was the leſs partial to any thing he wrote. 
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« We differ a little,” ſaid Mr. Taylor, for he happens to like a 
Republic, and I deteſt it. He deſpiſes a church eſtabliſhment, and 
[ revere it. Theſe works, however, I read by way of obtaining 
negative inſtrution. They ſhew me what I am to avoid.” Here 


he read a paſſage from Mr. Paine's publication, the ſubſtance of 


which is, that Government always take to themſelves all the pro- 
duce of the induſtry of the people, under the head of revenue, &e. 


He ſaid that this bill reminded him of that paſſage. He obſerved 


that if this bill was ſuppoſed to affect chiefly the rich gentlemen 1 in 
the country, it was a miſtake. It hurt not the rich man, it only 
made him retire from his former ſituation of ſplendour; and who 
ſuffered ? not him, but hundreds of the induſtrious people who were 


employed and paid for their trouble in attending upon or working 


for that ſplendour. Better far would be a tax that was to be borne 
generally by all elaſſes of people in the community. There was 
one thing more which he muſt beg leave to obſerve, in anſwer to 
his learned friend who had preceded him in this debate. It had 


been ſtated as if his honourable friend (Mr. Tierney) had ſaid that 


corporations and church lands ſhould be laid hold of for the ſtate. 
His honourable friend had ſaid no ſuch thing. He had ſaid that if 
any property was to be made a ſacrifice, that might be facrificed 
with the reſt ; but that he hoped none would be facrificed. He 
ſhould be * to hear his honourable friend explain that matter. 
He concluded with obſerving that he had taken up more of the 
time of the Houſe than perhaps he ought, but he was FE to 
ſay the things he did becauſe he felt them. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, the manner in which 
the honourable gentleman who had juſt ſat down had ſpoken of him, 


called for his acknowledgement; but he could by no means concur | 


in the arguments he had uſed againſt the bill. If, when the Le- 
giſlature were compelled to impoſe a tax, they were to wait until 
they found one which was perfectly popular, he was afraid they 
would wait long enough: for all the obſervation which, from bis 
btuation, he had been. led to make, induced him to believe that 
moſt people were inelined to evade the payment of taxes. He 


did not mean to ſay that all men would act in that manner, but he | 


believed there were many men who ſeemed to have made it 2 kind 
of ſyſtem to think there was no harm in evading the payment of 
public taxes, though they would on no account attempt to defraud 
a private creditor. The honourable gentleman and the honourable | 


Baronet Teemed to think that the principle of the meaſure they were | 
then diſcuſſing, differed from that which was patſed laft year,, Viz. - 


the alſeſſed taxes. He conceived the honourable gentlemen were 
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miſtaken in their opinion, for the principle of the two meaſures was 
the ſame, though the mode of carrying them into execution were 
different. Kind therefore, when it was propoſed to repeal the Af. 
ſeſſed-tax Bill, and to ſubſtitute this mode of collection, the prin- 
ciple was preſerved, thougli the means were altered. A great deal 
of what had fallen from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
related principally to the effect this meaſure would have upon coun. 
try gentlemen ; but it appeared to him, that the honourable gentle- 
man had not conſidered this ſubject with his uſual accuracy. The 
queſtion was not whether there ſhould be a tax, but how a given 
ſum of money was to be raiſed in a manner the moſt beneficial to 
the public, and leaſt oppreſſive to individuals. The experience of 
laſt year had fully proved the wiſdom of raiſing a conſiderable part 
The honourable Baronet, who was 
ſo well read in the hiſtory of Finance, muſt know, that the novelty, 
was the introduction of the funding ſyſtem, and not the railing the 
ſupplics within the year : 
plies were always raiſed within the year. The ſyſtem of borrowing 
and funding certainly afforded greater facilities, but ſtill it ought not 
to be carticd to tod great an extent. It ſeemed to be juſt upon 
every principle, that we ought for a time to pay more than uſual, 
rather than to throw the whole burden upon poſterity. The pro- 
priety of adopting the principle of raiſing the ſupplies, or at leaſt a 
conſiderable part of them, within the year, having been juſtified by 


experience, and having been ſo often approved of by the Houſe, it 


of paying the deficiency. 


* 


was wholly unneceflary for him to ſay any more upon that part of 


the ſubject. The principle of the meaſure which was agreed to laſt 


year was this, that a tenth part of the income of every perſon ſhould. 
The queſtion that occurred when the principle was 


be contributed. 


agreed to, was, How that tenth part was to be aſcertained? It was 


| Imagined that the extent of a man's income might be aſcertained by 


the amount of his taxes. - It was on this ſuppoſition that the tax 
of laſt year was adopted, under the idea that it would produce one- 
tenth of the general income. Wherever the operation' of the tax 
was ſuch as to take more than one-tenth from any individual, then 
the bill pointed out the means by which he might obtain relief; 
wherever it took leſs than one-tenth, then it was ſo far defective. 
But in thoſe cafes, where the aſſeſſed taxes did not take one-tenth, 
then the individual had the means of -making up the deficiency by 
voluntary contributions, and many perſons had adopted that mode 
Every perſon was not, however, quite {0 
liberal; 
improper n means to evade the payment of the tax. 


he muſt be aware that formerly the ſup- 


for he was ſorry to ſay, that many men had taken very 
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This circumſtance led to a reviſion of the meaſure, and it be- 
came neceſſary to endeavour to find out ſome plan by which theſe 
inconveniences might be avoided, and the tax collected in a more 
equal way, that is to ſay, of finding out ſome means of aſcertaining 
the renth of every man's income, amounting to 2000. and upwards. 
He was perfectly aware that the plan which was then before the 
Houſe, would not, in every individual inſtance, produce the tenth 
of a man's income. It was impoſſible to ſuggeſt any plan which 


would not, in ſome inſtances, be liable to evaſion. But if they 


could not obtain perfect equality, they ought, at leaſt, to adopt ſuch 


meaſures as ſcemed the moſt likely to produce that effect. This 


was the object of the preſent bill, viz. to give effect to the principle 
of tne meaſure of laſt year. With reſpect to that part of the bill 
which related to the gradations of income, the honourable gentle- 
man's calculations ſeemed to be particularly inaccurate, and inap- 
plicable. The object of the bill was to give relief to perſons poſ- 
(ſling incomes of leſs than 2001. a year, in proportion to their 
income ; but the honourable gentleman ſeemed to think, that 
from 6ol. up to 200]. per annum, a man ought to pay in the ſame 
proportion as he paid at 60l., which would be extremely unjuſt. — 
The principle of the meaſure of laſt year had been approved of by 
the Houſe, and had been ſanctioned by experience, and he was con- 
tdent the Houſe would not now think right to alter their opinion. 

The honourable Baronet had made ſome obſervations upon taxa - 
tion of capital, and taxation of income, and ſeemed to be of opi- 
nion, that capital ought to be taxed as well as income. He was 


ſurprized to find that the honourable Baronet was an advocate for 


taxing capital, becauſe it ſeemed to be an opinion almoſt uni ver- 
ally agreed to, that income, and not capital, was the proper object 
of taxation. It was upon. this principle that moſt of our taxes were 
founded. What were the land tax; the county rates, the rates for 
building bridges, the poor rates, &c. but taxes upon income. Taxes 
upon capital had been attempted, but it was found that they pro- 
duced great inequality. In the beginning of the reign of Queen 
Anne, there was an attempt made to tax capital, by a meaſure 
which, except that it applied to capital as well as to income, was, in 


many reſpects, like the preſent one: the proviſions of that act were 


nfinitely more objectionable than thoſe of the preſent meaſure ; but 


it never was ſuggeſted at that period that they were unconſtitu- 


tional. It certainly was found that they were not effectual, as far 
is they related to capital; but as far as they related to income, they 


proved 10 be effectual: the reſult was, that the tax, as far as it af- 
cted capital, was given up; but, with reſpect to income, it was 
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retained. It muſt be obvious to the Houſe, that an attempt to tax 
capital, with reſpect to land, would be wholly impracticable. How 
would it be poſſible for commiſſioners to examine into the various 
kinds of cſtates and the different intereſts which different people 
might have in the land? How could they diſtinguiſh between ſettled 
and unſettled eſtates * Tf they were to tax the tenant for life ac. 
cording: to his intereſt, then the reverſioners would not be taxed at 
all. In many caſes, thoſe who leaſt deſerved it would be moſt fa. 
voured ; and on the other hand, thoſe who had the greateſt title to 
indulgence would receive the leaſt. A man who married a woman 
without a fortune, would be taxed in a greater degree than a man 
of the ſame: fortune who married a lady of large fortune. It was 
therefore obvious, that to attempt to tax the capital of land would 
be; in the firſt place, nearly impractieable; or, if it could be ef. 
fected, would be productive of the greateſt inequalities. But if the 
principle of taxing. capital was applied to money, the inequality 


{ Commoxs, 


would be much greater, becauſe the value of money depended, in 
a very great degree, upon the mode in which it was employed. A 


ſum of - mgney in the hands of one man, might be infinitely more 
valuable than an equal ſum in the hands of another. There were 
innumerable modes of employing money for the advantage of the 
owner ; much depended upon the ſkill, the induſtry, and the perſe- 
verance of the perſon who employed it. But a tax upon capital 
would make no ſuch diſtinctions; and two perſons poſſeſſing the 
ſame ſum; muſt pay the ſame tax, though the value of the capital 
might be five times greater to one than to the other. He did not 
mean to ſay that a tax upon income was, in every inſtance, fret 
from theſe objections. He knew that it was not poſſible to deviſe 
any mode of taxation which ſhould operate equally upon all. But 
he thought that a tax which would take, as nearly as poſſible, the 
ſame proportion of income from all, would be the moſt equal, and 
conſequently the moſt deſirable one that could be impoſed. One 
great advantage ariſing from this mode of taxation was, that that 
which was raiſed came into the public coffer, and had not the effect 
of raĩſing the price of any article of conſumption. It was not a 


double tax, as many taxes whieh were laid upon articles of con- 


ſumption certainly were. When a tax was laid upon any article, 


the ſeller of that article not only inereaſed the price of that article 
according to the amount of the tax, but in general advanced it 
| conſiderably upon the confumer. There certainly could be no mode, 
of/raiſing: money more economically to the Public than the preſent, 
becauſe the ſum that was raiſed went immediately into the Public 
Treaſury, and no more was niſed for the advantage of individuals 
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perſons who had only life intereſts in eſtates felt a tax upon articles 
of conſumption in a much greater degree than others, becauſe they 
were articles which they could not in general diſpenſe with: and 
therefore an argument which was very often uſed was not juſt, be- 
cauſe though it might be ſaid that a man's expenditure was volun- 
tary, yet if he did leſſen his expenditure to any great degree, he 
muſt not only do that which was ſtated as likely to be the conſe- 
quence of the preſent bill, viz. deſcend from the rank he had been 


of the comforts of life. Another objection to this meaſure was, 
that admitting the propriety of the principle of raifing a part of the 
ſupplies within the year, {till the means of carrying it into execution 
were objectionable. In the firit place; he begged to obſerve, that 
with reſpect to any of the proviſions of the bill, they were open to 
alteration in the Committee. If gentlemen would confider the 
ſubject with that coolneſs and deliberation which a ſubject of this 
importance deſerved, they would find that it would be an extremely 
cifhcult taſk to diſcover other means by which the fame beneficial 


to aſk gentlemen to ſtate fairly, what would be the reſult of this 
meaſure? The Commiſſioners who were to act under this bill had 
been deſcribed in the moſt invidious manner. | Suppoſe for a mo- 
ment that all the inhabitants of a pariſh were atlembled for the 
purpoſe of laying a certain tax upon themſelves, he withed to know 
whether the perſons who were to act as Commiſſioners under this 
bill were not the perſons who would be -the moſt likely to be 
choſen to afſeſs each man's proportion of the tax? He was very 
far from contending that the bill was perfect in all its parts, or that 
no modification ought to be adopted. But if it was admitted that 
it was neceſſary to raiſe a large part of the ſupplies within the year, 


and if the plan now propoſed was the moſt efficacious and the 
cheapeſt mode of raiſing thoſe ſupplies, then he conceived, that 


whatever objeQions gentlemen might have to particular regulations, 
they could not with any cunfiſtency oppoſe going into a Committee, 
in which their objections might be Mviated. Another argument 


cd againſt this bill was, that the people could not bear the tax; 
but the experience of laſt year had proved that this obſervation was 
not corre, becauſe under the operation of the Aſſeſſed- tax bill, it 


happened in a great many inſtances that country gentlemen paid a 
full tenth, and in ſome, more than a tenth of their income, and this 
they had not only done, but done with great chearfulneſs. The 
effect of this bill would be ſo far from an oppreffive meaſure to 


this claſs of perſons, that it would be to a great degree a relief to 


accuſtomed to hold in life, but he muſt alſo deprive himſelf of fome 
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them in a great many inſtances. - There were many who, as he had 
faid before, by voluntary contribution, had taxed themſelves up ty 
the extent which. the Aſſeſſed Taxes were intended to operate, viz, 
one-tenth. That a great many perſons had found means to evade 
the payment of that tax, he was ſorry to ſay he could not deny; and 
it was equally true, that thoſe who had 8 . were not in general 
the perſons who were the leaſt able to pay it. He ſpoke from his 
own obſervation when he ſaid, that he had every reaſon to believe 
that that tax was in general paid without great inconvenience, even 
by thoſe who, from their ſituation, he ſhould have thought the leaſt 
able to bear it; and it gave him great ſatisfaction to ſtate, that many 
of thoſe perſons under this bill would not be called upon to pay ſo 
much. Theſe were the grounds upon which he ſhould ſupport 
this bill. He had heard nothing from the gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Houſe which in any degree altered his opinion ; he 
therefore ſhould give his vote for the Speaker's leaving the chair. 
Sir W. YOUNG roſe to give his entire aſſent to the principle 
on which this mode of taxation was founded. In conſidering the 
propriety of agreeing to this, or any other mode of taxation, it was 
always neceflary to bear in mind the nature of the conteſt in which 
we were at preſent engaged, and the important objects for which we 
were contending. It was a circumſtance which contributed much 
to the happineſs and proſperity of this country, that all the links in 
the chain of its ſociety ran naturally the one into the other ; that it 
was impoſſible to mark where one rank of ſociety began, and where 
another ended, they were all fo blended together; and it was upon 
this principle that he had found fault with the meaſure of laſt year, 
becauſe there were manv people wholly exempted from its operation. 
It was highly unjuſt to ſay, that one ſet of men ſhall pay a tax be- 
cauſe their property is of a certain deſcription, and another ſhall not. 
The moſt valuable property that man could have was enjoyed equally 
by all the ſubjects of this empire, and that was the advantage of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, the protection of his property, his liberty, and 
every thing that was dear to him. It appeared to him, that the lealt 
valuable part of a man's property was that which he carried in bis 
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pocket: where, therefore, all were concerned, all ſhould come within 


the reach of the tax. This-was the effect of this tax, and therefore hc 
ſhould give it his moſt hearty aſſent; and unleſs thoſe who oppoſed 
it would ſhew him very ſtrong grounds indeed, he ſhould not change 
his opinion. The honourable gentleman had ſtated, that in con- 
- fidering this bill they ought not to take into their view any extra. 


neous circumſtances, and that in that point of view the dangers of | 


French principles had nothing to do with this diſcuſſion. 
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This was a propoſition to which he could by no means accede. 
It ſeemed to him the moſt obvious thing in the world, that when a 
man was called upon to pay money, he had not only a right to aſk 
how he was to pay, but why he was to pay it; and ſurely a more 
ſatisfactory reaſon for paying money could not be given, than that 
it was to preſerve the country from all the horrors which followed 
thoſe principles. But it was urged, in oppoſition to this meaſure, 
that it would have been better to adhere to the funding ſyſtem. Be- 
fore this opinion was implicitly adopted, it ſhould be recollected 
that we were a commercial people, and that great care ſhould be 
taken that our wealth ſhould not be diverted from our commerce, 
to which we owed all our greatneſs, into other channels. Now, the 
natural conſequence of puſhing the funding ſyſtem to an extreme, 
would be to raiſe the intereſt of money to a degree that would be 
extremely dangerous, becauſe if men could get an extravagant in- 
tereſt for money, without expoſing it to the riſks of commerce, they 
would be much inclined to lay out their money at intereſt, and thus 
all commercial enterprize would be checked. If then theſe incon- 
veniences would ariſe from puſhing the funding ſyſtem to an ex- 
treme, it -certainly was good policy to reſort to another mode of 
raiſing money. But one of the ſtrongeſt objections urged by an ho- 
nourable Baronet againſt this meaſure was, that it would compel a 
diſcloſure of every man's private affairs, He was by no means in- 


clined to conſider this in the point of view in which it ſtruck the 


honourable Baronet. In the Weſt Indies, and in many parts of 
America, a man could not have a bond or note without its being 
regiſtered, and conſequently to a certain degree diſcloſing his pro- 


perty ; and yet he did not know that it ever was conſidered as an 


inconvenience, or had ever produced any prejudicial effects. 

He begged to take this opportunity for one, of returning his moſt 
ſineere thanks to His Majeſty's Miniſters, . for the great vigilance 
and attention they had ſhewn in the protection of the Weſt-India 
Iſlands. The effect of that vigilance was, that thoſe poſſeſſions 
now enjoyed all the benefits of the moſt profound tranquillity. He 
was alſo happy to ſay, that one of the iſlands which had been over- 


run by the enemy, was nq; in as proſperous a ſituation as if no ſuch. 


diſaſtrous event had ever taken place. Another objection which 
had been preſſed againſt this bill was, that it "inveſted the perſons 
who were to collect the tax with inquifitorial power; but this ob- 
jection did not appear to him more valid than the others; becauſe, 


if every man was allowed to give in a ſtatement of his property juſt 


3 he pleaſed, and no perfon to inquire into the accuracy of, the 


ſtatement, the conſequence would very obviouſly be, that very little 
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money would be raiſed. If it was left to the honour of every man 
to tax himſelf, every profligate man would certainly pay nothing, 
He by no means ſaw how this inquiry could be fo painful to a 


man's feelings. Who were the perſons by whom the inquiry was 


to be made? Why juſt by that deſcription of perſons to whom 
every man voluntarily ſubmitted the inveſtigation of queſtions re- 
ſpecting his property and his life. If then they were perſons of a 
character fit to be truſted with ſuch important concerns as property 
and life, upon what ground could any man be afraid of being in- 
jured and oppreſſed by their prejudices. If he was inelined to 
ſuſpect them capable of being actuated by prejudice, it would be by 
a prejudice on the other fide, for it was more likely that they ſhould 
feel a bias in favour of thoſe among whom they lived, and with 
whom they were intimate, than for Government. 

The fact was, that it was neceſſary to raiſe a very conſiderable 
tax, and to effect that object it was abſolutely neceſſary to have re- 
courſe, to a certain extent, to coercive meaſures. If they did not 
adopt them, then they would leave the payment of the tax wholly 
in every man's choice, and the conſequence would be very obvious. 
If then it was neceffary to raiſe a large ſum of money, and that co- 
ercive means were alſo neceſſary, then the only remaining queſtion 
was, whether the means now propoſed were not the beſt that could 
be ſuggeſted? If any gentleman could point out any body of men 
better calculated to inſpect into this buſineſs, and leſs liable to be in- 
fluenced by improper motives, he might propoſe it in the Com- 
mittee. But as to the principle of the bill, it ſhould have his en- 
tire ſupport, becauſe he was convinced that we had now arrived at 
the true principle of taxation, in which all perſons were called upon 
to contribute in proportion to their means, at leaſt as far as thoſe 
means could be aſcertained. . 

Mr. ELLISON ſaid, that when the honourable gentleman op- 
poſite to him (Mr. Taylor) began his ſpeech, he requeſted the 
Houſe to drive from their recollection all that they heard about 
French principles, becauſe they had nothing to do with this ſubject, 


which he contended ought to be decided upon its own merits, with- 


out a reference to any extraneous ſubjeAs. This was a requeſt be 
could not comply with ; nothing could efface theſe impreſſions from 
his mind. If the honourable gentleman had the tongue of Men 
and ef Angels, he could not take from his mind, or from his heart, 
the impreſſion that had been made upon them by the dreadful effects 
of French principles. He was happy to ſay, that it was not only 


the Members of that Houſe, but their conſtituents, who had alſo 


felt the 2 of thoſe Re beep now felt unanimouſ 
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what they owed to themſelves,” to their King, to their Country, and 
to poſterity. He had heard the” Majority of that Houfe termed a 
Liberticide Majority, becauſe, under the preſſure of a moſt important 
crifis, they had taken ſtrong and effeQual meaſures for the ultimate 
ſceurity of genuine Liberty. They had ſucceeded in their efforts, and 
he now hoped the time was not far diſtant when they would in tran- 
quillity enjoy the happy conſequences of their efforts. The honour- 
able gentleman ſaid, that his objection was to the principle of the 
bill, which conld not be cured in a Committee : he was ſurpriſed, 
after that declaration, to hear the honourable gentleman expreſs his 
intention of attending the Committee. The principle of this mea- 
ſure appeared to him exactly the ſame as that of laſt year; but he 
liked the means now adopted for carrying that principle into effect 
infinitely better than the criterion of aſſeſſed taxes. He begged the 
Houſe to recollect, that laſt year he had given his entire approba- 
tion to the principle, though he then exprefſed his opinion that the 
means of enforcing it would be found to be defective. He did not 
mean to ſay that the plan now propoſed was abſolutely perfect, and 
would operate with perfect equality in every inſtance ; but he be? 
lieved it reached as nearly to equality as poſſible. The reaſon why 
he fo ſtrongly ſupported this meaſure was, becauſe it would effect 
that which he was anxious for, namely, that every man ſhould pay 
alike, becauſe every man was equally intereſted. They knew they 
vere all Engliſhmen, and they knew how much they were inte- 
reſted in protecting their rights, and repelling the common enemy. 
Gentlemen had talked of this as a new and unheard-of meaſure, 
and that we ought to adhere to the funding ſyſtem. He by no 
means conſidered this a new meaſure ; and as to the funding ſyſ- 
tem, it ſurely was right not to puſh it to an extreme, but to adopt 
other meaſures in time. He thought the Miniſters of this country 
entitled to their thanks ; they had met uncommon dangers with un- 
. common fortitude, by meeting dangers half way; they had got the 
vantage ground, and had ſaved the country. They had acted 
with wiſdom and with vigour ; they had not put off till to-morrow. 
- that which they could do to-day. He had witneſſed the ſtrong 
ſpirit diſplayed by all clafſes and deſcriptions of people ; he had 
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1 vitneſſed the gallantry of our ſailors, and of every deſcription of our 
5 forces ; and he was led to hope we ſhould ſoon arrive at the haven 
5 of peace, which we all ſo much defired. He admitted there were 


many things in this bill which might require ſome modification ; but 
that was a ſubject fit only for the conſideration of the Committee. 
) tle would not detain the Houſe any longer, except merely to an- 
y iwer an obſervation” which had fallen from an honourable gentle- 
1 | a | 
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man on the other fide of the Houſe. 
had talked of this as a meaſure of requiſition : what analogy there 
was between the tax and a requiſition, he could not conceive. No 
Miniſter in this country would ever dare to attempt a requiſition, 


|  [Commons, 


But it ſeemed to him rather extraordinary, that a meaſure to whick . 


the people gave their aſſent by means of their repreſentatives, 
could he for xa moment compared with a lawleſs requiſition. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING did not riſe to oppoſe the object of 
the bill—it called for the ſupplies which the exigencies of the ſtate 
made it neceſſary to raiſe within the year, and to this he would not 
object; neither did he object to a ſimilar plan propoſed laſt year, 
and this conduct he was induced to adopt, not merely to provide for 
our temporary ſafety, but more particularly for the permanent pre- 
ſervation of our finances. He was not, however, without his ob- 
jections to ſeveral parts of the plan—it was as liable to evaſion, and 
even more ſo, than that of laſt year. He eſpecially obſerved the 
tenor of the bill with reſpect to commercial objects, and there he 
was convinced it would be evaded, and frauds committed beyond 
any thing it was poſſible to conceive. A learned gentleman (the 
Sdlicitor General) had made ſome diſtinction between a tax upon 
income and a tax upon capital. With regard to that on income, 
he ſeemed to think there could be no evaſion— in ſome meaſure the 
learned gentleman might be right ; but with regard to trade, he 
moſt certainly -was in the wrong, for in commerce the bill would 
be liable to evaſions and frauds without end : there would be many 
who would try to evade, and thoſe who could, moſt probably would. 
A man may have a large income in trade, yet his property cannot 
be aſcertained ; even could it be come at, there are occaſions where 
it ſhould not be touched. There was nothing that ſhould have a 
ſtronger claim on the protection of Government, than creative ta- 
lents in mercantile purſuits ; here exertion ſhould be anxiouſly fol- 
tered. Where induſtry is engaged in accumulating property, it 
ſhould be encouraged, not cramped nor diſpirited. The induſtrious 
and enterprizing ſhould be protected; at leaſt he ſhould not be mo- 
leſted while engaged in producing a capital - when it is produced, 
let it then be taxed ; but while he is engaged in the purſuit, no 
ſurveyor, no inſpector ſhould pry into his affairs; but when he 
creates a capital, then it may be liable to taxation. 
faid to be proved in the bill, that when a merchant is examined 
upon oath, he is not to be obliged to produce his books. If, how- 


ever, he is ſurcharged, can he avoid paying the ſurcharge unleſs he | 


produces his books? Indeed, if the merchant is diſpoſed to con- 


ceal his property; the Commiſſioners might puzzle themſelves for 
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ſix months, nay for twelve, and ſtill not be able to come at his in- 
come. In every mercantile account or operation, when there is 
queſtion of cloſing it, it generally receives the touch of the diſſecting 
hand of the maſter. Some portion is put to profit = another to ex- 
penditure; but, under the operation of this bill, the diſſecting hand 
of the maſter will not appear at all there will be nothing carried 
to profit, and this may prove of ſerious conſequence. But the manu- 
faQuring and trading part of the community will be able to evade 
the bill ſtill more effeQually : as their property is generally in 
ſtock, the manufacturers, &c. will be induced to undervalue it, and 
thus avoid the tax altogether. From what had paſſed at the Bank 
yeſterday, he was induced to put the folnwing queſtion :— Are divi- 
dends liable to be taxed, or only the profrs upon dividends? What 
then, in either caſe, is to become of the pyfits of corporate bodies? 
Indeed the difficulty in theſe caſes amouits to an impoſſibility. 
The idea of this meaſure ſeems to have ben borrowed from the 
Dutch. But to Holland it might occaſion m injury ; the diſpoſi- 
tion of the Dutch is far different from thatof the people of this 
country; there the meaſure was not accompaied with an oath. 
Here, he was ſorry to. ſay, that a merchant, fron the nature of his 
buſineſs, was often obliged to take more oaths n a week, than a 
Dutchman ever took in the whole courſe of his lfe. He did not 
lay this by way of throwing any refiection upon th morality and 
integrity of our merchants, but merely to ſhew the many difficul- 
ties to which they were expoſed. Theſe were the gounds which 
made him diflike the meature, and augur ill for its ſuceſs. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH complained of the inocent preci- / 
pitation with which the Miniſter ſeemed to hurry a meaire of ſuch 
importance through the Houſe. . Only four or five das were to 
be allotted to the diſcuſſion of a ſubjeQ in its nature ſo inticate and 
multifarious ; but this was the leaſt of his objections. Wire it the 
object of the meaſure merely to raiſe ten millions within te year, 
as far as that was its object he was ready to agree to it withiis ho- 
nourable friend, the worthy Baronet, Sit Francis Baring. ES ob- 
jections did not lie againſt the ſum ; on the contrary, it bad » far” 
his approbation, and fo far he thought it a wiſe plan. Thusif a 
bill was brought into Parliament for making all men wiſe and pod, 
no perſon, he believed, would object to the principle of it, buff it 
was provided in the bill to hang every man whom a ſurveyor ſhuld 
pleaſe to think a knave, then it would be regarded as abſurd nd 
impraQicable, as hanging every fifth man in order to render all ren 
wiſe and good, But it is aſſerted, that the principle of the billis 
the ſame as that of the aſſeſſed taxes laſt year; as far as it goeso 
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raiſe a certain portion of the ſupplies within the year, undoubtedly 
the principle is the fame ; as it relates, however to the criterion by 
which the means of contributing are to be aſcertained, it differs 
widely from that of laſt year ; the criterion eſtabliſhed laſt year was 
a voluntary criterion ; a man- might” think himſelf able to ſpend a 
certain ſum of money, but his expenditure was at his option ; but 
his income cannot be ſaid to be voluntary criterion ; over it he has 
no control. An honourable gente man has faid we fhould all put 2 
hand to the plough, and free the bill from all its inconveniences ; 
but he would aſk that honourable gentleman whether, if he thought 
the bill unconſtitutional, unjut, oppreſſive and cruel, he might alſo 
add fraudulent, would he tten- affift in forcing it on the Houſe and 
the Nation? Such was his opinion of the bill; he could not there- 
fore put a hand to the pough. He would * aſk the ſupporters 
of the bill, upon what prineiple of political economy eould they 
pronounce that meaſureto be wife, honeſt, politic and juſt, which 
would impoſe an equa tax upon indole nee and induſtry? But this 
me preſent bill goes drecily to do; if the contrary could be proved, 
his firſt and prineips objection to the meaſure would be done away; 
if not, the objection to him was inſuperable. One man, for in- 
ſtance, may draw: dividend from the funds of 5o0l. per annum, 
the whole of whiel he has acquired by the exertions of his induſtry; 
while the other enjoys the fame ſum without its ever having coſt 
him any labour This bill will aſſeſs both equally. Is not then 
induſtry confanded with indolence ? for no inquiry is made how 
that ſum has been procured. It is not aſked! whether the one be 
not a farme, who has earnt it by the ſweat of his brow ; or whe- 
ther the oer may not be a mere miſereant, who loads the earth 
vrith an uſleſs incumbrance. One man may have 5ool., part in 
the three er cents. or part in an annuity on Exchequer bills, while 
another pſſeſſes a ſimilar ſum, the whole in landed property: he 
who: poſſſſes the land, may ſell it at 30 years purchaſe ; while the 


[CoMmoxs, 


® holder e the annuity may be able to ſell it at only three years pur- 
chafe : 10 differenee, however, is to be made between the two caſes. 


They te. liable to the fame afſefiment—what a flagrant injuſtice! 
Is it offible to- enacł a more fraudulent rule? He hoped, there- 
fore, gat the Houfe would agree to ſome great effential alteration 
in thi: part of the bill, and not tamely permit the drone and the 
bee, he rich and the poor, to be thrown promiſcuouſly together 
unde the preſſure of a cruel, oppreſſive, and indiſeriminating tax. 
Theinquiry of this meaſure would appear, perhaps, more ſtrongly 
to tꝛʒ Houſe, when ſhewn in the words of an able writer, whoſe 


nate he had the honour to bear; for the authority of that author 
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would doubtleſs have more weight, and was better known than his 
Mr. Adam Smith, would, he truſted, bear him out in his firſt aſſer- 


tion, and he would recommend the careful peruſal of him to every 


Member of the Houſe before they gave their aſſent to the preſent 
meaſure. With reſpect to the objection I have urged, this valu- 
able writer ſays: — “ Capitation Taxes, if it is attempted to pro- 
portion them to the fortune or revenue of each contributor, become 
altogether arbitrary. The ſtate of a man's fortune varies from 
day to day, and without an inguiſilion more intolerable than any tax, 
and renewed at leaſt once every year, can only be gueſſed at—his 
aſſeſſments therefore muſt, in moſt caſes, depend upon the good or 
bad humour of his aſſeſſors, and muſt therefore be altogether arbi- 
trary and uncertain.” This is his decided opinion throughout the 
whole. The next object he would touch upon are the profits ari- 
ſing from agriculture and trade, and this is evidently an object not 
direRly taxable. The ſame author adduees a variety of reaſons 
why it ſhould not be taxed directly for this profit, he ſays, | 

Is the compenſation, and in moſt caſes it is no more than a 
very moderate compenſation, for the riſk and trouble of employing 
the ſtock. The employer muſt have this compenſation, otherwiſe 
he cannot, conſiſtently with his own intereſt, continue the em- 
ployment.“ 

Here therefore is induſtry to be recompenced, and not conſounded 
with indolence. The author next proceeds to ſhew, that 
The quantity and value of the land which any man poſſeſſes 
can never be a ſecret, and can always be aſcertained with great ex- 
aineſs. But the whole amount of the capital ſtock which he poſ- 
ſeſſes is almoſt always a ſecret, and can ſcarce ever be aſcertained 
with tolerable exactneſs. It is liable, beſides, to almoſt continual 
variations. A year ſeldom paſſes away, frequently not a month, 
ſometimes ſcarce a ſingle day, in which it does not riſe or fall, more 
or lefs. An inquiſition into every man's private circumſtances, and 


in inquiſition which, in order to accommodate the tax to them, 


watched over all the fluctuations of his fortune, would be a ſource 
of ſuch continual and endleſs vexation as no people could ſupport.” 


England, however, ſeems doomed to ſupport it— Though he 
could not well imagine that Engliſhmen would tamely ſubmit to a 


{ſtem of taxation that diſcouraged induſtry, and favoured indolence, 
and which put a ſurveyor, or a ſpy, over every man's property. But 
it is ſaid here there is no inquiſitorial power becauſe you may make 


a declaration—to what, however, does this declaration — ac- 


cording to the ſame author ? He ſays, 
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In all cobntrics a ſevere inquifition into the circumſtances of 
private perſons has been carefully avoided, | 

At Hamburgh every inhabitant is obliged to pay to the ſtate, 
one-fourth per cent. of all that he poſſeſſes ; and as the wealth of 
the. people of Hamburgh conſiſts principally in ſtock, this tax may 
be confidered as a tax upon ſtock. Every man aſſeſſes himſelf, 
and, in the preſence of the magiſtrate, puts annually into the public 
coffer a certain ſum of money, which he declares upon oath to be 
one-fourth per cent of all that he poſſeſſes, but without declaring 
what it amounts to, or being liable to any examination upon that 
ſubject. 
The diſcloſure of circumſtances, we are alſo told, is not to be 
dreaded. Yet hear Adam Smith :=— 
Merchants engaged in the hazardous projects of trade, all 
tremble at the thoughts of being obliged at all times to expoſe the 
real ſtate of their circumſtances. The ruin of their credit and the 
miſcarriage of their projects, they foreſee, would too often be the 
conſequence. A ſober and parſimonious people, who are-ſtrangers 
to all ſuch projects, do not feel that they have occaſion for any ſuch 
concealment.” 

Perhaps the people of England are this ſober and parſimonious 
people: yet they may feel that they have occaſion for this conceal- 
ment, and that they ſhould not have their property, and the ſources 
from which it ariſes, expoſed to the whim, caprice, or fancy of a 
Government ſurveyor—who even from idle curioſity, might be 
tempted to enter a banker or a merchant's Houſe, and * to 
inſpect his books. 

Mr. Smith then proceeded to ſhew with what ſeverity and ca- 
price a ſurveyor might attempt to haraſs thoſe whom he might ſuſ- 
pect to be ſome of the incorrigible Jacobins : the caſe was not im- 
poſſible ; on the contrary, it was natural, the ſurveyors might often 
act ſo, in order to court the favour of their employers ; beſides, a 
furveyor might think it his intereſt to employ a vexatious aQivity in 
the performance of his calling, and make 4001. where at firſt he 
expected to get but 200l. Againit theſe vexations he could ſee 
no ſecurity ; for what was to be depended on but the probity or 


religious ſcruples of an inferior officer of the revenue? Mr. Smith, 


after reprobating many other abuſes to which the proviſions of the 
preſent bill might give riſe, again expreſſed his earneſt wiſh that 2 
longer period than that of three or four days ſhould be allowed for 
its examination and diſcuſſion, that the people might inquire, and 
know to hat a ſyſtem they were going to be ſubjected. 
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Mr. Secretary DUN DAs declared, he was not a little ſurprized 
at the conduct of two gentlemen who had juſt ſpoken. Thoſe two 
gentlemen in the very outſet of their ſpeeches conceded to, and ap- 
proved of, the principle of the bill—they approved of the plan of 
raiſing the ſupplies within the year for the ſervice of the year, after 
ſuch a full and unqualified approbation, each ſet out, one after the 
other, in raiſing doubts and obſtacles that, if really founded in fact, 
would render that principle nugatory. The honourable Baronet 
who had roſe early in the debate confined his obſervations exclu- 
fively to the commercial part of the bill ; it was not his with to * 
"conſume the time of the Houſe in making obſervations on all that 
had fallen from that honourable Baronet on that and ſome other 
points immediately connected with it, he thought the Committee 
the proper ſtage for diſcuſſion ; the only queſtion then was, * Shall 
we or ſhall we not go to a Committee?“ where thoſe proviſions are 
remediable. He was truly ſenſible of the magnitude of the meaſure ; 
it was his earneſt wifh to court information from every quarter, and 
he aſſured the honourable gentleman (Mr. Smith), that if the bill 
ſhould go into a Committee, he would cordially unite with him in 
the adoption of every regulation that would carry up the proviſions - 
of the bill, ſo as to meet the principles of it ; for he would affure the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Smith) that this was the only object 
which he had in view. The honourable gentleman had expreſſed 
an entire approbation of the principles of the bill, becauſe it was 
calculated to raiſe the ſupplies of the year within that ſpace. Hav- 
ing thus united in the outſet, he hoped that he and the honourable. 
gentleman would travel as cordially to the end of it, on this fair and 
candid propoſition, that if the regulations ſhould be of ſuch a nature 
as to carry the principle of the bill into full and fair effect, that he 
would join in lending his aid in -the attainment of that important 
object, [Mr. Smith anſwered, I will.] With reſpe& to the ob- 
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a ſervations made by the gentlemen who ſeemed to indulge a diſpoſi- 
n tion to arreſt the progreſs of the bill, they would apply with the 
e lame force againſt all ſyſtems of taxation whatſoever— for inſtance, 
e on ſugar, or any other article of conſumption. The true principle 
Ir of taxation was, that a ſum was to be raiſed on property, without 
„ any particular attention as to the manner in which that property was 
c accumulated, It was not the practice in the impoſition of taxes, or 
a the diſtribution of them over the ſubjects, to enter into any diſtinction 
Yr of men; it was not the practice to call this man by one name, and 
d another man by another name, to point out one claſs as indolent, 


and a nuiſance, becauſe he happened to live en an eſtate, which 
had deſcended through a long line of anceſtors, or purchaſed by. 
Vor. VII. " M m 5 
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the. induſtry. of à more immediate perſon; nor yet to call another 
man active who was excited to that very activity by the hopes of 


placing himſelf or his children in the ſame ſituation. He was at a 
laſs. to know what good could reſult from ſuch invidious diſtinctions, 
ſuch as drones and bees. The honourable gentleman had not been 
Jeſs ſparing of his epithets on thoſe who were to be employed in the 
collectiqn of the tax under this bill, if it paſſed into a law ; it was 
neither liberal nor generous to involve any one body of men in a 
general proſcription. But there was another claſs of men whom he 


really thought, if the honourable, gentleman did not think entitled to 


' praiſe, he might have paſſed « over without invective; he meant the 
gentlemen who had ſtepped forward ſo patriotically at the Manſion- 
houſe ; when the honourable Member mentioned this reſpectable 
ſupport, he certainly, did ſpeak of their honour and uprightneſs, but 


he had not proceeded very far in this ſtrain when he ſaid, he ſuppoſed 


there were ſome ſcabby ſheep amongſt them. 
not a. very polite expreſſion. 
the bill, even as it ſtood, he would aſſure the Houſe, that no one 
regulation ſhould exiſt in the bill that would not be found neceſſar 
to a fair and moderate execut n of it. It was in the detail of the 
bill that this defirable end could be accompliſhed, and he pledged 
himſelf, that if any gentleman could prove or ſhew any clauſe that 
was not effentially neceſſary for that purpoſe he would wipe them out 
of the bill. He could not fit down without adverting once more to 
the meeting at the Manfion-houſe ; inſtead of ſcabby ſheep, thoſe 
who attended thoſe reſolutions were men of fair fame, and honour- 
able character. He hoped that the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Smith), would find himſelf diſappointed in his expectation, and that 
the country would be able and willing to bear this bill, and that 
afterwards they would be able to reſiſt the enemy, and from the pa- 
triotic ſpirit which pervaded the country, he' felt himſelf juſtly en- 
titled to indulge this pleafing hope, nay he would go farther and ſay, 
that the country was anxious and deſirous of this bill, becauſe the 
people were wiſe and ſober enough to ſee that their ſafety was in- 
volved in the meaſure, that that ſafety was to be maintained, ſup- 
. plies were therefore cheerfully granted, and the enemy ſucceſsfully 
reſiſted. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Smith), had been pleaſed 
to call the reſpectable body which met at the Manſion-houſe, Loan 
Mungers and Contractors. Was the honourable gentleman ap- 
prized of the ſpirit which had exhibited itſelf in the city which he 
had the honour to repreſent ; the city of Glaſgow had, evinced the 
fame laudable emulations, but this ſpirit was not confined to theſe 
two opulent citics, it had extended to Liverpool, and ſome of the 


This certainly was 


Without entering into any detail of 
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fr trading towns ini the kingdom. Would che honôuräble gentle- 
man then ſay that they were all eonttactors and Ioan jobbers ff 
Glaſgow, Edinburgh, and Liverpool ? The honourable gentſemañ 
had touched on a houſe in the city, he was forry that ene 
was not touched on with more delicacy. FOTO 


Mr. WILLIAM SMITH explained. He tai, his notice of 


the Houſe which he had introduced in his ſpeech was a matter of 


accident, and it had occurred in his mind as immediately 8 
ble to the queſtion which was then under conſideratioon. 
Mr. MARTIN approved of the principle of the bill, and "a 
preſſed his hopes that it would be fully carried into effect. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſpoke to the following effect: 
Sir, impreſſed as I am with the conviQtion, that the preſent is the 
moſt important which has ever occupicd the attention of Parliament, 
and as ſome points have been thrown out and relied upon by gen- 
tlemen oppoſite to me, which did not exactly apply to the ſubject 
under diſcuſſion, but tending to excite prejudices in the public 
mind, I feel it my duty to notice them before we ſeparate. | They 
have, I muſt obſerve, in the courſe of their obſervations, taken upon 
themſelves to obje to others, that of which they have been guilty 
themſelves. It is, however, ſome ſatisfaction to me, that I have no 
reaſon to think any gentleman objects to the principle of the bill, 
but the honourable Baronet who opened the debate. I have conſe- 
quently to oppoſe, on that ground, but one ſolitary antagoniſt 
[a general laugh]; and I muſt fay, that, however gteat that honour- 
able gentleman's authority may be, and it- unqueſtionably ſtands 
very high, he has not ſtated one fingle argument in ſupport of his 
oppoſition. Other gentlemen, who are liberal enough” to admit 
the propriety of adopting the principle of raiſing the ſupplies, or a 
eonſiderable portion of them, within the year, feel themſelves never- 
theleſs at liberty to endeavour to ſhut the door again all farther in- 
veſtigation of the meaſure which in the outſet meets their 'concur- 
rence and approbation, and peremptorily and decidedly oppoſe the 
proſecution of a plan, which they admit to be neceffary for the ſal- 
vation of the country. This they attempt to do, not upon the 
grounds of its final impracticability, not upon arguments applying 
to the queſtion, but by conjuring up every thing which their inge⸗ 
nuity could ſupply, or which they could ranſack from their imagina- 
tions without adverting to what is contained in the bill. One ho- 
nourable gentleman ſays, I agree to the principle of the bill; but if 
it goes to raiſe the ſupplies by a general tax, then I am no friend to 
the bill. A moſt valuable conceſſion truly + The honourable 
gentleman will not tell me, if it be neceſſary to raiſe the ſupplies 
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within the year, that it ſhould be ohjected to hecauſe recourſe muſt 
be had for that purpoſe to a general tax. I will ſuppoſe that the 
ſum of ten millions was to be raiſed by a ſudden tax upon all arti. 
cles of conſumption, and it would follow, according to his mode of 
arguing, that not one of them could be free from the objection 
which he has ſuggeſted. Lor inſtance, in the caſe of all loans, the 
- ſame deſcription of taxes would be neceſſary, yet they could not be 
reſorted to becauſe they would be general. I wiſh clearly to un- 


derſtand the honourable gentleman. If he does admit that ten 


millions cannct be raiſed by a tax upon articles of conſumption, then 
I contend that they cannot be raiſed any other way than by the ge. 
neral taxation of property; and in order to aſcertain the capital of 
the country, the anly proper criterion that offers itſelf is that of in- 
come. The meaſure propoſed goes to affect, in a juſt and equal 
-manner, the commerce of the country, all proprietors of land, all on 
whom the commerce and econamy of the country depended, all 
thoſe through whom the adminiſtration of juſtice took place, all to 


Whom the protection of the poor attached, and all who formed the 


great and important links in the vaſt chain of ſociety, It vent ef- 
fectually to do away that light, bending, flippant theory of the 
moment, which repreſented them as not affected in proportion to 
the ſhare they had in the common intereſt and in the common dan- 
ger. TI will leave theſe conſiderations out of the queſtion at pre- 
ſent; but if I could give credit to what has been advanced by the 
honourable gentleman with reſpect to the ſituation of commercial 
men, I certainly would concur in opinion with him, though ſubjeQs 
of chis nature will more properly be diſcuſſed in the Committee. 
The great diſpute between him and me is, whether capital or in- 
come ſhould be taxed ; but he declares that he would be ſatisfied 
with a bill that taxes all in an equal manner. Yet that on which 
the whole of his catalogue of inſuperable difficulties, on which his 
moſt material objection, on which his deſponding hope that the 
people of this country will be able and willing to reſiſt the opera- 
tion of the bill reſts, is the diſcloſure of income. When he objects 
to the diſcloſure of income, which he ſays 1 is ruinous and unjuſt, does 
he mean to preclude all capital of men in trade? Does he mean it 
ſhould be taken upon a looſe declaration, after the manner of laſt 
year? Docs he mean ta propoſe other regulations more calculated 
to promote the great object in which we are at preſent engaged, and 
of which, as to the principle, he avows himſelf a ſupporter ? If not, 
Sir, he means nominally to profeſs to raiſe the ſupplies within the 
year. But even when he is ſuddenly become a proſelyte and a con- 


vert to the new zeal with which he is inſpired for his country, be 
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agrees to the principle, and objects to the meaſures neceſſary for car- 
rying it into effect. I believe, Sir, it will not be denied, that ſome 
way muſt be deviſed and acted on to raiſe the ſupplies. The ho- 
nourable gentleman has in his ſpeech gone through a detailed, I beg 


ment, it could not be maintained that it was not a conduct difor- 
derly and irrational to enter into a minute inveſtigation of particulars 
in the preſent early ſtage of the buſineſs. If the bill did not appear 
complete in all its branches to the honourable gentlemen, he knew 
that the Committee was the proper place for him to. propofe his ob- 
jections and alterations. I muſt therefore obſerve, that he has 
been incorrect in both points of view, with reſpect to the principle 


them. The honourable gentleman talks highly of the good effects 
produced by him and his friends on the Aſſeſſed-tax Bill, when they 
honoured the Houſe with their preſence laſt ſeſſion, during the 
amendments that were made in it. But let us ſee if the objec- 
tions to this bill are ſuch as to make it hopeleſs to have the principle 
of it, on which there is little difference of opinion, carried into 
effect. In the firſt place, there is one anſwer which will, I hope, 


diminiſh the deſpair with which he is ſo deeply impreſſed on the 
ſubject. He has, Sir, thought proper to introduce that very elegant 
and gentlemanly language by which he has given the name of ſpies 
to the ſurveyors -a language which whoſoever uſes, only firives to 


bring into diſcredit and diſgrace thoſe officers, without whom the pub- 
lie ſervice muſt be totally at a ſtand. He has tated, that the ſurcharge 
vas laid on by the ſurveyors, and his reaſoning on that point is curious 
beyond example: for taking up what has been advanced by his ho- 
nourable friend above him (Sir Francis Baring), that the ſpace of fix 
months would not be ſufficient to underſtand the ſtate of x merchant's 
books, he argues, that as a fair ſtatement could not be obtained in 
that time, it would be impoſſible to make ſuch a ſurcharge, and yet, 
notwithſtanding the impoſſibility of it, the furcharge muſt actually 


uke place. The fact is, that no ſurcharge is carried into effect by 


the ſurveyor, the obſervations of that officer are merely, ſubmitted to 
the judgement and deciſion of the commiſſioners, who may, as they. 


tuok proper, after a full and impartial review of the circumſtances 


of the caſe, reject or confirm the ſurcharge... The honourable gen- 
tleman has read much to the Houſe, but he dots not appear to have 
read the bill to any accurate end ; for he declares, that pending the 


leave to ſay, not an accurate view of the clauſes : but I agree with 
my right honourable friend near me, that ſuch a difcuſſion is not in 
order. Though he might act in that way on the ground: of argu- 


and the elauſes ; for admitting the firſt, it was unneceſſary for him 
to diſcuſs it; and objecting to the latter, this is not the time to argue 
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appeal inſtituted by the ſurveyor, the tax may be levied. But I beg 
leave to aſk, what tax? not all the tax, but the tax agreed to againſt 
which an appeal is made by the ſurveyor. If therefore the honour. 
able gentleman comes forward with objections againſt proviſions 
which he does not ſeem to underſtand, does not this ſhew at once 
the neceſſity of our going into a Committee on the bill? When 
I ſpeak of the powers entruſted to the ſurveyors, and of the ſtate. 
ments which they are authorized to make, I deſire it may be clearly 
underſtood that they do not come properly before us now, and that 
they will be the ſubje& of deliberate diſcuſſion in the Committee. 
But it is maintained by the honourable gentleman, that no evaſions 
have taken place to defeat the operation of the Aſſeſſed- tax Bill 
which paſſed laſt ſeſſion. He is peculiarly fortunate in the inſtances 
which have occurred to him with reſpect to the patriotiſm of his 
friends; but he has rated their zeal beyond the mark. It is rather 
fingular that he has not taken the opportunity of extolling their libe- 
rality in ſubſcribing to the voluntary contributions. The obſerva- 
tions made by the friends of Government are, however, of a very 
different kind. His muſt have been a choſen circle, yet others 
were as large as the honourable gentleman's before the new lights 
broke in upon him. 
that great and notorious inſtances of the concealment of property 
have occurred, the check provided by the Legiſlature has been 
found inſufficient to produce any adequate end ; and the declara- 
tions which have been given in, have, on various occaſions, eluded 
the expected operation of the act. | 

Let me now put the caſe with reſpe& to the preſent bill, and 
aſk, is not the check provided to enforce the general taxation of in- 
come as mild as the nature of circumſtances will admit, and as con- 
fiſtent with the benefits and experience before us as can be deviſed 
by the wiſdom of the Legiſlature? The duties of the ſurveyor are 
clearly defined, and muſt be perfectly underſtood, He is only em- 
powered to bring forward, after the neceſſary inquiries, materials for 
the information of the commiſſioners, and they are bound to at 
according to their oath for the advantage of the public. 
ſpect to the influence which, it is ſaid, the ſurveyors poſſeſs at paro- 


[ Commons, 


 chial and other meetings, I draw a concluſion directly oppoſite in 


their favour ; for if they are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs any weight or influ- 
ence with men of ſuch high and eſtabliſhed reputation as the com- 
miſſioners, is not this a ſtrong proof that their own characters ate 
fair and honeſt? But, Sir, the honourable gentleman has another 
objection, and tells you, that the oath is not ſufficient to enforce the 
collection of the tax; yet the ſurueyor is the only perſon bound by 


But notwithſtanding the aſſertion, I muſt fay, | 
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cath; as that taken by the party is altogether voluntary, *: And let 
me notice, that there is a little difference between the perſon ac- 
quitting himſelf of a taſk in which his own intereſt is materially 
involved, and another acting ſolely from views diQated by his duty. 
If we will not have recourſe in alt caſes to the oath of the party, we 
muſt, at leaſt, endeavour to obtain ſome particular ſtatement of in- 
come ;. and the firſt ſtep of the preſent bill gives, it is contended, 
power to the ſurveyors to ſearch into records and. books ; and the 
honourable gentleman adds, into the accounts of all public com- 
panies. If he will be ſo kind at to look into the act, he will ſee 
that they only poſſeſs the power of inſpecting thoſe books which any 
others might exerciſe, and that they. have no acceſs to records or 


papers, but what every other perſon from n any other 
motive, may claim. : 


This, Sir, is one of the objections to the bill, . is much 


miſconceived and miſrepreſented; yet it is ſtated and urged as giving 


a power to aſcertain the amount of all income, while it confers no 


more right to learn the amount of the quantity of 3 per cent. con- 
ſols poſſeſſed by any merchant in London, than that which may be 
exerciſed by others already privileged. The leading propoſition ap- 
pears to be, that ſurveyors only are inveſted with the power of col- 
lecting information. If gentlemen are induced to give credit to 
that ſtatement, I truſt every objection ariſing from it will be com- 
pletely obviated when J do not heſitate to ſay, that there is not the 
{malleſt ground for it in the bill. If gentlemen will take the trou- 
ble to refer to the clauſe, they will be convinced, that theſe. officers, 
ſo far from being authorized to collect information, do not poſſeſs 
the power of putting a ſingle queſtion to the parties, or of inſpecting 
any papers whatever, except public books for the information of the 
commiſſioners. 

It muſt, Sir, occur to the mind of every perſon, that the cheeks 
propoſed will become the ſubject of minute diſcuſſion in the Com- 
mittee, and that they may be rendered milder by future modifica- 
tion and detail; but to oppoſe the preſent progreſs of it by advanc- 


ing reaſons chat regularly belong to farther inveſtigation, is neither 
orderly nor rational. 


But, Sir, to return to what ought to be taken as the eriterion of | 


the tax without the eſtabliſhment, of which the principle, which is 
allowed to be unexceptionable, cannot be effected, the gentlemen 


who oppoſe the meaſure have dwelt upon a great variety of objec-/ i 


tions to ſhew the inequality of a general tax upon income. I do not 
wiſh to paſs over theſe objections, as they have originated from a 
compariſon of different deſcriptions of perſons and property ; but 
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this fingular fatality attaches to the Honourable gentleman's ſtate. 
ments with reſpeQ to theſe comparative views, that they apply di. 
realy in a contrary ſenſe; and, I truſt, I ſhall be able to prove in x 
ſatĩsfactory manner to the Houſe, that even according to his own 


- propoſitions, the clauſes of the bill evidently go to correct the ine- 


qualities of which he complains, and which exifted in the aQ of 
the laſt feſhon. The Honourable gentleman, arguing upon that 
head, ſets out with ſtating the dreadful inequality between landed 
property and a life eſtate. He ſuppoſes a man poſſeſſed of 5 o0l. 
a year ariſing from induftry, and another enjoying 500l. a year 
from his paternal eſtate. They both pay 5ol. or 1-1oth of their 
incomes. Where then is the inequality complained of, fince after 
having. equally furniſhed to the exigencies of the public ſervice, 
they have the ſame ſum or 4501. left. In order to make out the 


validity of the objection, either one ought to have more or one leſs. 


This argument reſembles more the new theory of property, of which 
the honourable gentleman does not appear to be cured more than of 
any thing elſe. If we did not tax all in the ſame proportion, me 
ſhould leave ſome inequality, and if we were to proceed in confor- 

mity to the ſpirit of the objection, we ſhould tax the landed man 
greatly, and the induſtrious lightly, againſt all the principles of ſound 
reaſoning, and all the experience which have occurred during a 
period of 4,000 years. But, Sir, let me aſk, where is this ine 
quality to be found? Is the activity of the mechanic, is the induſtry 
of the manufacturer of lefs importance or lefs comprehended in the 
general welfare of the country than the more permanent intereſt of 
the landed proprietor? Let us look more cloſely into this ſpecies of 
argument, and we ſhall find it ſtill more defective than it ſeems to 
be on the firſt view. The honourable gentleman ſays diſtinctly and 
deliberately, that every degree of induſtry deſerves the protection of 
the State. This is a poſition which no man will venture to conteſt 

but applying to his own deductions, we ſhall find that virtue will 
be its own reward. We are naturally led to inveſtigate the manner 
in which eſtates are acquired, and ſeveral ſtrong cafes may preſent 
themſelves to our minds. One man may have 500l. which he 
has purchaſed by a capital of 15, oool. accumulated by activity and 
perſeverance i in trade, yet that capital, after the purchaſe, muſt re- 
main-unimproved by farther exertions, and he is content to receive 


Z per cent. on it. Another obtains 5 per cent. for his money ; and 


a third contrives, by ſpeculation in commerce and diligence, to make 

15 per cent. on a ſimilar ſum. If we take from them that pro- 

portion Which is required by the bill, we leave them in a ſituation 

reſpectively conformable to their ſeparate profits. | 
; 1 | 
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I have now to eonſider what has fallen from an honourable gen- 
tleman oppoſite to me (Mr. M. A. Taylor). He talks in deſpondent 
language of the diſeouragement which induſtry muſt receive from 
the operation of the bill. But in what way is this diſcouragement 
to take place? What are his authorities? They appear, in this 
intance, to be derived from newſpapers ; ; and he aſks, © is not this 
atythe?*” The difference, however, is material and obvious. This 
is a regulation on grounds which muſt put our fellow citizens in a 
more advantageous ſituation than ever. Another curious inference 
may be drawn from the obfervations made againſt the hardſhips in- 
curred bv perſons poſfeſſed of life eſtates, of temporary ones, and of 
thoſe who receive the rewards of laborious employments. It hap- 
pens ſingularly enough that the public offices held under Govern- 
ment, uniting in their nature profits derived from labour and tem- 
porary eſtates, are included in the operation of the bill. 

Now, Sir, theſe gentlemen who oppoſe it, have propoſed on for- 
mer occaſions, as a great reſource for the national expenditure, that 
all thoſe offices ſhould be made to contribute largelv to the public 
ſervice I do not mean ſinecures, for they wiſhed to ſuppreſs them. 
The calculations furniſhed this night arc not more exact than thoſe 
of the honourable Baronet on that occaſion ; the references certainly 
were not thoſe of the Board of Agriculture, [a general laugh]; but 
the honourable Baronet had made the prodigious diſcovery, that if all 
the public offices were placed on a reduced eſtabliſhment, and others 
ſuppreſſed, that the ſum of ten millions would be ſaved to the public. 
| was highly pleaſed with the project, and fincerely wiſhed for the 
execution of it; but J was always unfortunately ſtopped in every 
attempt I made to go on with it, by finding that the entire expences 
of the public offices only amounted to one tenth of the prodigious 
ſaving which was fo confidently held out. The honourable Ba- 
ronet's attention has been taken up with agricultural ſtudies and 
military taQics, or he might have known, that a Committee ap- 
pointed for the expreſs purpoſe, had made a very different calcula- 
tion. But it ſo happened, that the object of the Committee, which 
continued for nearly two years, was either unknown to the honour- 


able Baronet, or that the Committee did not think his attendance ' 


neceflary, however inſtruQive and profitable to the State it, might 
have been. I only mention this in conſequence of the public offices 
being comprehended in the operation of the bill. But the honour- 
able gentlemen would have us not to lay a tax on income, but on 
the capital. I would with to know by what means the amount of 
the capital o landed property could be eſtimated ? Gentlemen, 
when they. conſider this ſubject, would do well to aſcertain the 
VOL. VI | Nn 
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legal deſcription | of different eſtates : they will then fee how great a 
difference there is in their value. A life- eſtate would ſell for ten 
years purchaſe, and a fee-fimple eſtate for thirty. Are we then t0 
enter into ſuch wiſe and unuſual diſtindtions as to eſtimate the dif. 
ferent taxes which muſt be paid out of theſe two deſcriptions of 
property, according to the ſums they would fell for? On what 
principle can fuch a poſition be maintained? What is our object 
now, or what 1s it that we intend to do by the bill before the 
Houſe? It is nothing more or leſs than that of raifing a ſupply of 
ten millions within the year; and how is that to be raiſed, except 
from the general income of the year? Are you to raiſe it by laying 
a burden on the deſcendants of landed gentlemen * by laying a 
mortgage on their poſterity? There ſeems, therefore, to be a total 
miſconeeption of the tax; which is only a tax for the year: and a 
fec-{imple of rate produces an income only by the year. But if it 
is admitted that the principle of this tax is juſt, you cannot maintain 
that there is any injuſtice in the mode it is intended to be laid on. 
If we ſhall have the courage to adopt it and carry it into effect in 
our own time, it will in other times, and in future emergencies, 
be always reſorted to as a meaſure the moſt conducive to the general 
good of mankind ; and ſo often as it ſhall recur, ſo often will the 
permanent property of any man be liable to the ſame taxation while 
the property till continues in poſſeſſion of his deſcendants : the 
ſame family, therefore, may be ſaid to lie under a continuation of 
this tax. But it will be very different with reſpect to a life. eſtate, 
out of which, after the deceafe of the preſent proprietor, a different 
perſon will have to pay the tax. Has not, therefore, a man poſ- 

ſeſſing the perpetual intereſt of an eſtate, a right to ſet off the recur- 
ring charges upon his eſtate at any future period? Now as to the 
income which a man makes by his induſtry, and out of which he is 
to lay up a certain ſum yearly, how can we make a diſtinction in this 
caſe? Whatever theſe inequalities may be, have we the means to 
correct them? We muſt take the fituations of men as we have 
found them. No human legiſlation can regulate differently. The 
clear principle appears to me to be this: That one rule of privation 
applies equally to all that income, of whatever kind it may be, 
which any man receives within the year; 3 and whatever a man is 
in the habit of ſaving, a portion of his income, or ſpending it all, 
he ſhall have one-tenth leſs to ſave—one-tenth leſs to ſpend in a 
year. Any other financial ſyſtem which we may be called on to 
adopt, is beyond our depth, and may lead us into inconveniences 
which we cannot now foreſee ; and inſtead of conſulting the intereſts 


of individuals, you will only counteract thoſe. principles upon 
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which their real proſperity is founded. There is one circumſtance 
for which a proviſion is made in the bill ; perſons who are anxious 
to lay up a proviſion for their offspring, have no ſurer way of doing 
ſo than by making a ſmall inſurance, which is to be deducted from 
the tax on their income. This muſt at once annihilate all the 
arguments that have been urged on that head. It is my wiſh that 
this meaſure may be canvaſſed over again; for I am ſure, that 
the oftener it is diſcuſſed, the more will gentlemen be impreſſed 
with the propriety and fairneſs of the plan as it now ſtands. I feel 
its importance ſo much, that I would not hazard an idea to which 
[ have not given the fulleſt and moſt mature conſideration, I ſhall 
juſt make an obſervation on what had been ſaid concerning the ſup- 
poſed emigration to which this meaſure would give riſe. There 
have been two kinds of emigration mentioned ; that of people 
icaving the kingdom for the purpoſe of ſettling in a foreign country, 
and that of perſons quitting their reſidence in the country to come 
and live in great towns. As to the firſt, our ſituation, thank God, 
is happily ſuch, and ſuch is unhappily the ſituation of other coun- 
tries, that I do not believe it is the difference of 10, or even 20 
per cent. that would induce any man to go away out of England 
for the purpoſe of ſettling in any other country. With reſpect to 


the ſecond kind of emigration, which an honourable gentleman 


(Mr. M. A. Taylor) mentioned when he expreſſed his fears that 
e would quit the country, and come and live in cities. I will 
leave the honourable gentleman to ſettle that point with his next 
neighbour (Sir John Sinclair), and ſhall make no other obſervation 
upon it, than that of reverting to what gentlemen on the other ſide 
ſeem to have forgotten. They forget, Sir, that when the bill of 
laſt year was introduced, all theſe dreadful conſequences were then 
held out, juſt as they are now; and not one of the predictions of 
theſe gentlemen has been verified. There is part of the honour- 
able gentleman's ſpeech, on which, before I fit down, I muſt make 
an obſervation. He has, with a ſingular preſervation of ingenuity, 
attempted to fix a moſt indecent and unwarranted imputation on a 


body of reſpectable gentlemen, who, from principles. of the pureſt 


patriotiſm, have ſtood forth in aid of the public ſervice, and to ani- 
mate the whole country by their laudable example. Does he think, 
that when he aſſures us that the profits they may derive as loan 


contractors was the principal object which engroſſed their attention? 


Does he think, I ſay, that their ſtake in the country, or their pro- 
fits, ariſe out of the profits of the loans? If he does not; the 
whole of his obſervation was gratuitous, unfair, and uncandid. Yet 
theſe gentlemen, who are to derive fo great a profit from loans, have 
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done that which will make the loans every future year ten millions 
leſs ; they have been conſpiring how they could diminiſh their fu. 
ture profits. As this was the object of their meeting, it was un- 


candid and unfair in the honourable gentleman to weaken by his 


cold ſuggeſtion, the effect which their example muſt have had 
through all the great trading towns of the kingdom. 

The Houſe then divided for the re-confideration of the bill — 
For it, 18 3; Againſt it, 23. Majority, 160. 


—ͤñ—— ————— —_— 


The following gentlemen voted againſt the re commitment of 
the bill: | : 
Sir F. Baring, 
Sir F. Burdett, 
J. Brogden, 
Sir J. Sinclair, 


S8. Tierney, 
W. J. Deniſon, 
C. Grey, 


J. Jekyll, 


B. Hobhouſe, W. Plumer, 
E. Wigley, J. Nicolls, 
H. C. Combe, W. Huſſevy, 


C. C. Weſtern, 
D. North, 
Teller -W. Smith 


Hon. St. A. St. John. 


M. A. Taylor. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 17. 


Mr. Ho AR r preſented from the Houſe of Commons the bill 
for continuing the act of the laſt ſeſſion, reſpecting the ſerviee of 
the Britiſn Militia in Ireland: and on the queſtion for the ſecond 
reading, 

The Earl of RAD NOR roſe and expreſſed his unqualified diſ- 
approbation of the meaſure. His Lordſhip gave Miniſters ample 
credit for the general tenour of their conduct; but of ſome parti- 
cular meaſures he diſapproved ; among which, the preſent was de- 

cidedly one. His leading objection againſt the bill was, that it 
went virtually to diſſolve the Compact originally entered into be- 
tween the Country and the Militia Force—a meaſure of the kind 
was, he conceived, unprecedented in the legiflative annals of the 
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country. He objected alſo againſt the meaſure, as operating inj u- 
riouſly with reſpect to the diſcipline of the Militia ; and one of the 
worſt effects it obviouſly muſt have, would be the prevention of 
men of property from ſerving in the Militia. His Lordſhip then 
adverted to the hurried progreſs of the bill; and on this head he 
declared his opinion, that the worſt bill which any Miniſter might 
be diſhoneſt enough to carry through the Legiſſature—even a bill to 
ſubvert the Monarchy, and to ſubſtitute another governing power in 
its room, and rendered in forty-cight hours for the royal aſſent 
may be called as good law as the bill in queſtion, brought forward 
in the preſent manner. 

The motion was then put, and the bill was ordered to be read a 
ſecond time to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday, December 1 7. 


On the order of the day for going into a Committee c on the bill 
for impoſing a tax upon income deing read, 

Mr TIERNEY wiſned to know, whether it was intended to 
go into the Committee on this meaſure to- night? He thought that 
the Houſe ſhould enter on it with their minds freſh and prepared. 
\t preſent they had been occupied with a great number of clauſes 
on the Land-tax Bill : : and, for one at leaſt, his mind was not 
ſufficiently freſh and prepared to enter upon ſo important a diſ- 
euſſion. 


Mr. Chancellor PI TT ſaid, he could not think that the Houſe 


was ſo exhauſted with attention to a number of clauſes, chiefly of 


mere form, as to be unfit for the diſcuſſion ; and it was not vet half 
paſt ſeven o'clock. + He did not think, after the full diſcuſſion the 
principle had undergone, that, on the queſtion for the Speaker leav- 
ing the chair, it would be thought neceſſary to detain the Houſe 


from the conſideration of the detail. The Committee might now. 


proceed as far as they found convenient. 
Mr. TIERNEY - knew the Houſe might go into the Com- 
mittee, and might ſit till four o'clock in the morning, if they 


pleaſed ; he only ſpoke of . he conſidered of general eon- 
venience. | 
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Mr. BUXTON thought it was of importance that the meaſure 
ſhould be immediately taken into conſideration, as the Chriſtmas 
holidays were at hand. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, he had conſiderable doubts 
whether he ought not again, off the preſent oceafion, to bring the 
principle of the bill under diſeuſſion. He knew that ſuch a pro 
ceeding was not exaQly uſual, though perfectly conſiſtent with 
form. But he recollected too, that if to bring the principle again 
into conſideration might be new and vnuſual, the meaſure itſelf wa; 
N Rewiſe new and unuf ual. If, however, it was intended to hurry ot 
the bill through the Houſe before Chriſtmas holidays, he certainly 
ſhould think himſelf juſtified in oppoſing all the forms of the Houle 
to ſuch rapidity in a meaſure of ſuch conſequence. The forms of 
the Houſe were intended to prevent improper rapidity. He did not 
mean to ſay that gentlemen on the other ſide wiſhed any haſte which 
they might conſider improper ; but at the ſame time, thoſe who 
conſidered the haſte propoſed improper, could not be accuſed of ad. 
ing from improper motives in endeavouring to prevent it. It 
ſeemed to be conſidered a ground for rapidity that the ſentiments of 
the country were in favour of the meaſure. He did not know this 
to be the caſe. They certainly could not be acquainted with the 
details. The bill had been printed only a week, conſequently 
the country could not have time to expreſs any opinion as to its de- 
- tails, although they might approve of the principle of raiſing a part 
of the ſupplics within the year. He did not think that any bad 
conſequences could ariſe from poſtponing the bil till aſter the holi- 
days. It was not intended to take effect till the firſt of April; 
and even were the holidays to continue two months, there would 
be abundance of time to paſs the bill, and to let it have its full 
effect. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the honourable gentleman 
had avowed his intention to oppoſe every obſtacle in his power to 
the progreſs of the bill, this was a reaſon why thoſe who were friendly 
t it ſhould wiſh to bring it on immediately; he ſhould therefore 
move that the Speaxet do now leave the chair. 


Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, that certainly no man had a quicker in- 


telleẽt than the right honourable gentleman; he could not help 


being ſurprized to hear the right honourable gentleman miſtate what 


he had ſaid ſo ſoon after it had been uttered. He had ſaid, that, if 


diſpoſed, he ſhould think himſelf juſtified, by the importance of this 
meaſure, in the peculiar circumſtances of the caſe, in oppoſing every | 
obſtacle to prevent its being hurried on with what he muſt conſider 


as improper haſte. He might, for inſtance, in every ſtage, on ever) 
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clauſe, divide this Houſe, or ſpeak ſo long as he was able. He did 
not ſay that he would do ſo. He knew too well what was owing 
to the Houſe, and to his own charaRer, to have recourſe to ſuch a 
mode of proceeding. _ 

Mr. W. DUNDAS thought, that the explanation was'not con- 
ſſtent with what the honourable gentleman had firſt ſaid. 

Mr. W. SMITH repeated-his explanation. 

On the queſtion for the Speaker leaving the chair, the Houſe 
divided: 

Againſt it, 3; For it, 116. Majority, 1 13. 


Mr. TLIERNEY oppoſed the motion for poſiponing the N 
0 ble of the bill. 

f Lord HAWKESBURY contended that the ond ſhould be 
a poſtponed as a matter of courſe. 

h Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY had a varicty of objeQtions to 
a the meaſure now under diſcuſſion, but he would at preſent content 
. himſelf with putting it to the ſerious conſideration of the Committee 
It —iſt, Whether it was a meafure that could be adopted without 
f conſiderable danger to the conſtitution? 2dly, Whether the at- 
X tempt to enforce it was not an inſult added to the injury that aroſe 
1 from it to the people of Great Britain? The principle of the mea- 


y ſure adopted laſt year appeared to him to be far leſs objectionable; 
and it was his opinion that it ſhould not b- thus precipitately aban- 
tt doned, but that, on the contrary, it ſnould be fully and fairly tried 
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4 —it is difficult for any man to diſcover with accuracy what is the 

. real amount of another man's property it is only from appearances 

f that he can ſucceed in drawing any thing like a probable conjecture; 

0 and on this ground the bill ct laſt year procecded, and on this ground 

I1 it proceeded properly, becauſe it is optional with a man to make 
what appearance he pleaſes, or, in other words, to limit or increaſe 

5 his expenditure as he may think proper. But the nature of the pre- 

0 ſent is altogether of a different complexion. It makes no inquiry 

1 into viſible appearances: its obvious principle and final end is an 

e alefſment on his income, not upon his expenditure. He is called AR 
upon to declare the amount of that income ; and, if he does not 1 

a nte it as high as the Commiſſioners may be pleaſed to rate it, he | 1 

Ip muſt produce his books, or other written documents, to prove tha 20s 

1 teal amount of his property. No alternative is left him between 

if either paying too much, or ſubmitting to the diſeloſure of his pri- 

is vate affairs. This was, in the mind of the honourable Baronet, 

* an inſurmountable difficulty, and he would earneſtly deprecate at- 

be tempting ſuch ſtrong meaſures— meaſures that muſt prove equally 


to individuals, and dangerous to the Conſtitution. The 
- 
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Aſſeſſed. tax bill of laſt year was calculated to produce ſeven mil. 
lions and a half; it is now acknowledged it has brought in above 
four millions. From what this defaleation in that part of the reve. 
nue has ariſen, no proof has been adduced. For his part he would 
again inſiſt that the meaſure of the aﬀctſed | taxes had not been fa! cly 
tried, nor for a ſufficient length of time. Any her tireumfiance he 
would allude to was, the voluntary contributions; under that de. 
nomination two millions have been paid in. This was a greater 
ſum than they were expeQed to amount to, and more than fix mil. 
lions were raiſed by thefe two modes. There were therefore no 
very ſatisfactory reaſons for thinking that the meaſure of the Mctſ.y 
taxes had been evaded to any conſiderable extent. All taxes, in- 
deed, are evaded more or lefs; but the ſpirit that has manifeſte\ 
itſelf throughout the country of voluntarily coming forward with 
aids to Government is no ſmall inducement to believe that the eva. 
fion of thoſe taxes was not very conſiderable ; beſides the aſſeſſment 
of laſt year aroſe in many'inftances above a tenth per cent. it is not 
now propoſed that it ſhould be raiſed higher. "Thoſe whoſe divi- 
dends were above 60]. alſo contributed laſt year to the aſſeſſed 
taxes. There was conſequently, in his opinion, no neeeſſity of re- 
linquiſking the former plan, eſpecially as upon the whole it apptared 
leſs unconſtitutional than the meaſure now propoſed in its room. 
Beſides, the mode of carrying it into execution muſt be found into- 
lerable and inſulting to the pride and feelings of the country, Its 
principle plainly went to ſay that the people of England were not 
fit to be truſted, or conſulted, with regard to any mode of taxation, 
Neither their heart, it ſeems, nor their underſtanding, was to be 
apppealed to when they are called upon for money. Are whips and 
laſhes then to be applied in order to extort it from them ? , Surdly 
the adopticn of ſuch harſh and * meaſures, argues ignorance 
of their temper and character. The amount of the voluntary con- 
trĩbutions conveys a very different idea of their diſpoſition, and 
abundantly ' proves that they ſhould experience a very different 
treatment; they cannot but feel that while the preſent meaſure re- 
flects ſo ſtrongly and ſo unjuſtly upon their generoſity, it alſo ſtrikes 
deeply at the ſafety of the . — In either light he would 
ftrenuouſſy oppoſe it. r WO | f il. 


[Commoxs, 


The Right Honourable D. RYDER Rated, that nothing was 
more uſdal than the motion that had been made, and he was only 
ſurprized that there ſhould be found any gentleman to- oppoſe it ; 
in all cafes'it was propoſed: to poſtpone the preamble of a bill, and 
nothing now was' aſked, but what was uniformly purfued on ſuch 
The conſideration of the preamble could not well be 
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gone into before the elauſes had been duly examined, otherwiſe 
many of them might afterwards be found to be inconſiſtent with 
che preamble. He did not, however, mean to ſay that this obſer- 
vation was applicable to the preſent bill. As to the truth of the 
ſtatement of the preamble, he thought it ſufficiently grounded, as 
the preamble now ſtood, and whether the proviſions of the bill had 
been evaded, or not, and preciſely to what extent, it was now diffi- 
cult to prove. The Houſe had already before them all the infor- 
mation they could have on that ſubject, and it was generally acknow- 
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0 ledged that ſeveral perſons had not been aſſeſſed in a juſt proportion 3 0 
0 to their circumſtances, which was enough to ſubſtantfate the latter | 38 
J part of the preamble. Before he ſat down he had alſo to obſerve, 1 
1 that this was not the moment for diſcuſſing the principle of the bill, 443 
h and eſpecially he could not bear to hear it ſpoken of in terms ſo WE 
. harſh and violent as thoſe made uſe of by the honourable Baronet. . 3! 
at There was nothing in the bill that could juſtify them ; and they 4 0 
ot came with an extreme bad grace from a perſon who favoured the 4 | 
3 principle of raiſing a part of the ſupplies within the year, and who Fi 
* acknowledged the danger of the criſis in which the country was "8 [ 
5 now involved. They were words ſo very violent, indeed, as ſhould +29 
od never be applied to any meaſure that had been ſuffered to be diſ- l 
* cuſſed even for a moment by that Houſe. He would not ſay that 1 
0- ſuch language was intentionally uſed as inflammatory, but neither 0 
is could he forbear marking it with that cenſure which in his opinion 5 
of it juſtly called for. 1 
n, Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY confeſſed that the words alluded E i 
he to were ſtrong ones ; but he was alfo ready to prove that they were 8 4 
nd not ſtronger than what might be deſervedly applied to ſeveral clauſes 7 
Ay of the bill. This he would prove when they came under diſcuſſion. Sh 
ice He would alſo object to the power with which it was to arm the 10 
5 Executive Government; it might eaſily be carried to dangerous Wii 
15 lengths, and theſe extremes, whoever wiſhed well to the Conſtitu— 1 Bf | 
ent tion, ſhould jealouſly guard againſt. The ſame jealouſy direQed us 15 
re- not to arm civil or criminal magiſtrates with too ſtrong a power, MO 
Les which might be carried to lengths that would affect the innocent. 
11d The ſame caution was wiſely obſerved when there was queſtion of 

granting to magiſtrates the power of taking up reputed thieves. An 
728 equally vigilant caution ſhould wateh over plans of taxation; be- 
nly Cauſe a tax may have been evaded, is ſurely no reaſon why a power 
it; ſhould be given to oppreſs a man who never had any intention to 
ind evade it, in order to enable Government to get at thoſe who may 
och have in reality evaded it. This would be arming the Exccutive 
be Government with a very extraordinary and a very my power : 
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but we are (613 fie meafoic muſt be reforted to, becauſe, by the 
failure of the former one, the revenue loſt two millions. But two 
millions were well loſt, in his opinion, ſooner than we ſhould loſe 
the integrity of the Conſtitution. But he denied that the revenue 
could ſuſtain any loſs ; on the contrary, it would gain more by 
placing more confidence in the good will and liberality of the peo- 
ple. By gentle means every thing may be had from them ; by 
force, nothing. The character of the people ſhould not be "1 
taken —if they are taken by the generous hold, there would be no 
end to their generoſity : we ſhould therefore be watchful to prevent 
their good diſpoſition from being inſulted and abuſed. 

Mr. WIGLEY confeſſed that it was the uſual practice of the 
Houſe to poſtpone the preamble | of moſt bills, but he did not ſee 
why that practice ſhould be perſiſted i in if the fact contained in the 
preamble was alſerted to be falſe, which | was the caſe on the preſent 
occaſion. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS affired the Committee that he had 
never before heard a debate upon this ſtage of a bill, and it was his 
wiſh to cloſe it in a fair manner. To poſtpone the preamble of a 
bill was ſurely as much a matter of courſe as almoſt any of the forms 
of the Houſe ; 'but to prevent the procraſtination and delay of the 
buſineſs, which ſeemed to be the object of ſome gentlemen, he was 
willing to humour them in the prefent inſtance. He would, how- 
ever, appeal to the feelings, to the honour, to the candor, and to 
the. information of every gentleman | who had a knowledge of the 
country, Whether profiting by that information which they derived 
from their local fituation, and putting their hand upon their hearts, 
they were not ready to agree that the aſſeſſed taxes had been ſhame- 
fully evaded. They were conſequently convinced that the pream- 
ble of the bill ſtated nothing but the truth ; indeed, there could be 
ſcarcely found any one tliat entertained a doubt of it. On this he 
would move that the ſenſe of the Houſe be now taken, waving the 
uſual cuſtom of poſtponing the preamble. 

Mr. LLOYD profeſſed hitnſelf a firm friend to'the preſent mea- 
ſure ; and he had often, he faid, heard the conduct of the right 
honourable gentleman, (Mr. Pte) arraigned | for not having brought 
forward a fimilar | plan ſoonet, when, every ſubje& i in the kingdom 
was ready and willing to contribute towards the" exigencies of the 
State. He'w would beg, his Pardon; but he muſt fa at the right 
honourable gentleman had hittierto been miſtaken i in his plan, for 
the plan the coutitry withed for was. one that ſhould tax all equally. 
The plan'« of lift | year did not anſwer their” wiſhes in that reſpeR ; , 
the preſent one does, for all deferiptions 5 are deſirous to ſee the taxes 
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fall equally upon all—induftry bad hitherto been heavily taxed, 
while thoſe who poſſeſſed immenſe ums from mortgages, and in 
the funds, were left untouched, and without ever having been called 
upon to bring in their mice towards the public exigencies of their 
country., He hoped every gentleman would atteſt that this was the 
general wiſh of the nation. He felt it his duty to do ſo, and that 
duty he was ready to perform. 

The queſtion was then put, that the preamble do ſtand part of 
the bill. 

Mr. TIERNEM objeged to the preamble's ſtanding part of the 
bill: he agreed with an honourable gentleman, that harſh words 
ſhould not be uſed — harſh words were always impolitic ; but words 
which were applicable to the meaſure, which deſcribed ir, and by 
which it would be recogniſed and known, were ſurcly proper to be 
uſed. Now in his mind the preamble was a direct and groſs charge 
upon all the gentry of England, and if the henourable gentleman 
complains of harſh words, he will find them in the text of his 
preamble. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ſays 


let every man lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay, whether he does y 


not know that the aſſeſſed taxes were evaded. Let us firſt know 
what he means by evaſion. It he means that under this tax, gen- 
tlemen kept fewer horſes, fewer carriages, fewer houſes, and abridged 
the luxuries in which they formerly indulged, and if he calls this 
evaſion, they may have evaded ; but was not this diminution of 
luxury rendered neccſſary by the circumſtances of the times? If 
the accumulated weight of the burdens of the war had obliged men. 
to retrench, was this to be called evaſion? Mr. Tierney had not 
in his own inſtance, kept a horſe leſs, but was there any blame 
imputable to the man who had from prudence or from neceſſity leſ- 
ſened his expence ? For all eval} ons which could, be conceived, 

this new bill had provided remedies, and ſurely there was no argu- 
ment for ſetting out with a harſh 1 ,1mputation on the nobility and 
gentry of England ; the words .could adwir of no other conſtruction. 
When gentlemen ſwore off on the xr ore of income from the aſſeſſed 
taxes, to call this evaſion was to 12 that they had been guilty of 
direct, wilful and groſs perjury. But he would now beg leave to 


aſk, at what particular period, and under what circum ances was ' 
that the country was to be thus branded as not being fit to be truſted 


upon their oath? Was it not after 1 the right honourable gentleman 

had eſtimated the rental of the nation at one hundred millions ſterl- 

ing, and after the ſum raiſed for the exigencics of the laſt year had 

Mounted to 30 millions ? ? Was it not then after the country has 

villingly given one third of their property for the public ſervice 2 
Oo 2 
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It was, therefore, peculiarly hard, when new taxes were now to be 
raiſed, that they ſhould not be called for in more decent terms. It 
was doubtleſs ſtill harder to be ſubjected to the imputation of per- 
jury, without any means of getting rid of the imputation, for ſhould 
a man be ſuppoſed by the ſur! veyors to have under rated his income, 
what means has he of provi that he has not incurred this foul im- 
putation ? Agaiolt ſo. 00 05 a plan he muſt ralſe his voice in 
behalf of the People of England, Snom he could not patiently ſee 
thus taxed, not only in pocket, but in character. 

After a few, words from Mr. W. Smith and Mr. Ellifon the 
preamble was agreed to. e : 

Lord HAWKESBURY laid the words i in the preamble 5 ſundry 
inſtances” did not Juſtify the affertion, that it was a charge of fraud 
and evaſion againſt the great maſs of the people of England, i in 
which light the h onourable Sentleman had repreſented ĩt. 

Mr. fours thought the” reamble only reflected upon the 


„ 
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He, therefore, did not 0 ject to. the -rhdmblle! though he ad- 
mitted there were ſeveral claufes in the bill of an unconſtitutional 
and inquiſitorial nature, to which he could not affent. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH perfect agreed with Mr. Tierney, 
that if there. were only a few inſtances of evaſion, they could form 
nd ſufficient ground for a "new legiflative act, as would be the caſe 
had the defaleation been to à great amount. But by the modifica- 
tions bawde into the, aſſeſſe taxes bill, the eſtimate was reduced 
to 4,500, ol. andi 1 was frated that | it had produced 4,000, oool. 
ſo that in ka Hſe deff cit was « ot * one ninth, a variation not more 
confiderable th an had bes ect 
tleman': 8 eſſimates and calculations. 

Mr. ELLISON coriceived” the propoſed delay Kivetous) that 
the , recited the xc al. Ad. 5 and ought cranes, to be 
read. 

Mr. W. Mr H cenſured the laſt gentleman for applying ſuch 
a — as; Frivolous fo ts, Hebate UPON a queſtion WRIE: he confi- 
dered as highly important. 

On the queſtion being put, it was Graied' in the affirmative that 
the preamble ſhould be read and ſtatid part of the n 

When rl clauks 5 cad, = 3s {£0 .Y 4.1 


been often Band in the n penn gen- 
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x. T1 ERN EY faid, be ſhould oppoſe this "_ dess be 
confidence it a5 a great” breach Gf faith, inaſmuch as it repealed the 
aſſeſſed taxcs, which were "edged to a certain extent to pay off the 
loan of ſtern millions, ratſed for the ſervice of laſt year. Thoſe 


who let their. money in that loan did it upon the faith un it 
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would be paid off in a given time, by the operation of the aſſeſſed 
taxes. But they were now. to be told that Governmeat did not 
chooſe to keep their word. This appeared to him to be a violacion 
of the terms which had been agreed. upon. It was no anſwer to 
ſay to thoſe who have lent their money, we have done you no injury; 
that was. a point he did not feel himſelf bound to argue; it was ſuf- 
ficient for him to ſtate, that Government had not kept their faith 


with the public. He really felt a ſerious difficulty upon this ſub- 


jet, and he wiſhed the right honourable gentleman would ſatisfy 
his doubts upon it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was happy to have it in his 
power to. relieve the honourable gentleman from any difficulties he 
might feel upon this ſubject. In the firſt place, if there was in 
reality any foundation for this objeQion, it could not apply to this 
clauſe, becauſe. it merely repealed the aſſeſſed taxes, and impoſed 
other duties in their room, which other duties the Houſe had un- 
doubtedly the right of diſpoſing in any manner they pleaſed. Par- 


liament might, if it pleaſed, apply the duties to be raiſed under the 


preſent bill to the ſame purpoſe as the aſſeſſed taxes, which would 
have the effect of doing that in one year which would otherwiſe be 
done in two or three But it was faid there was a breach of faith : 
he wiſhed to know. with whom? There was no agreement of any 
kind with the perſons with whom the loan was contracted as to the 
period at which it was to be paid off. The ſyſtem adopted laſt 
year, of appropriating the amount of the aſſeſſed taxes to the pay- 
ment of the loan. in a given period, was not the reſult of any con- 
tract whatever with thoſe who advanced their mone y on the loan. 
But it ſurely could not be conſidered as breach of faith with them, 
if by the application of a much larger ſum, the debt was paid off in 
a much ſhorter time. Whatever alteration, therefore, was made in 
their ſituation, was evidently much to their advantage. The pro- 
duce of the aſſeſſed taxes were applicable in the ſame manner as 
the ſinking fund, and the one per cent. upon all the loans which 
were now made. 

Mr. Tierney and Mr. Chancellor Pitt — explained. 

The claufe was then agreed to. ; 

The ſecond. clauſe being read, 


Mr. WIGLEY objected to it on the ground that it affected all 


property in an equal manner. If this was merely a tax for ne 
year, he ſhould not have felt himſelf bound to object to it in fa 
ſtrong a manner, but as he ſuppoſed it would be of much longer du- 
ration, he ſhould trouble the Committee ſhortly with ſtating the 
grounds upon which he ſhould object to it. 
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The great objeQion he had to it was, that it made no diſtinction 


x EE 

4 between the different degrees of property, but made a man who was Mr. ( 
4 only a tenant for life pay as much as a man who was poſleſſed of to troubl 
1 an eſtate in fee ſimple. It made a man who had only a ſhort an. had befo 
4 nuity contribute equally with a man who had the moſt beneficial to confic 
L landed eſtate. There were innumerable caſes he might put, to had bee! 
I ſhew the great inequality of this tax. Suppoſe a man had a bene. would « 
ficial leaſe Which was to expire in one year, why he would pay as was fon 
much for that one year, which was in fact his capital, as the man whether 
with a fee- ſimple would for that which was his income. approbat 
But the right honourable gentleman had, upon a former occaſion vithia t 
ſtated, that in'theſe caſes a man might inſure his life, which would within t 
put him in the ſame ſituation with a man who had a more beneficial from fur 
intereſt. There were a great variety of caſes in which a man they We 

could not inſure himſelf; for inſtance, a profeſſional man—how raiſed. 
could he inſure himſelf in the continuance of his preſent income ? vith ge 
There were many circumſtanees which might render him incapa- any the 
ble of providing in the fame manner for his family. Profeſſional ape 
emolument depended upon a man's health, and often upon Popular whethe: 
opinion, whieh could not be infared. A man who was in trade raiſed 1 
was in the fame ſituation. The only way, in his opinion, to re- courſe t 
medy this inequality, where inſurance was poſſible, would be to ſupplies 
deduct the inſurance out of the tax, and this would in ſome degree poſterit 
put the perſon who had only a temporary income upon a footing might t 
with a man who had a permanent eſtate. He ſhould therefore, meaſyr 
move, in clauſe two, which runs as follows, to leave out the words the yea 
in italics, and inſtead of the words, Whether any ſuch income this he 
as aforefaid,” the word © which” ſhould be inſerted : laid, th 
«© And during the term hereinafter mentioned, there ſhall be 22 
& raiſed, levied, collected, and paid annually unto and for the ule Wi that up 
* of His Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, throughout the kingdom for ſuc] 
« of Great Britain, upon all income ariſing from property in Great was, 
" Britain belonging to any of His Majeſty's ſubjects, although not benefic 
t reſident in Great Britain, and upon all income of every perſon wn to 
46 reſiding'i in Great Britain, and of every body politic or corporate, the cor 
or company, fraternity, or ſociety of perſons (whether corporate ind 09 
© or not corporate) i in Great Britain, whether any Juch income as empt } 
4 Hereſaid I which} ſhall ariſe from lands, tenements, or heredi- lie eft 
4 taments, MHereſoever the fame ſhall be fituate, in Great Britain and th 
cor. elſe here, or from any kind of perſonal property, or other pro- late « 
« periy whatever, or from any profeſſion, office, ee. trade, er —_ 
2 e. the feveral rates and duties Fulnaine. | OR 
on 


paid fi 
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Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, he ſhould not have occafion long 
to trouble the Committee upon this ſubject, as it was one which he 
had before diſcuſſed at ſome length. He wiſhed gent emen ſeriouſly 
to conſider before they gave their ſupport to the amendment which 
had been moved, becauſe if they agreed to that amendment, they 
would deſtroy. the very fundamental principle on which that bill 
was founded. Before he proceeded any farther, he wiſhed to know 
whether he was correct in ſuppoſing that the Houſe had given their 


approbation to the principle of raifing a large part of the ſupplies 


rithia the year. If then they were to raiſe a part of the ſupplies 
within the year, it muſt obviouſly mean that they were to be raiſed 
from funds exiſting within the year, and that in raifing the money 
they were to confider only the year in which the ſupply was to be 
riſed. This was a plain and uniform propoſition, and confiſtent 
vith general policy. If they were to attempt to raife the tax upon 
any other principle, it would no longer be a tax upon income, but 
a tax upon capital. There was no diſtinction in point of fact, 
whether Government raiſed the money by a loan, or whether they 
niſed it by a tax upon individuals, compelling them to have re- 
courſe to individual loans. In either caſe they were not raifing the 
ſupplies within the year, becauſe they were impoſing burdens upon 
poſterity, and rendering them leſs able to ſuſtain the burdens which 
might then be neceſſary. This was not the principle of the preſent 
meaſure, it was to raiſe the ſupplies, or a large part of them, within 
the year, and conſequently from funds exiſting within / the year 3 
this he avowed was the policy of the preſent meaſure. But it was 


ſaid, that a man who had a permanent eſtate ought to pay more than 


a man who had only a temporary or life eſtate. He, contended, 

that upon the principle he had laid down, there was no foundation 
for ſuch an argument, becauſe a man of a permanent eſtate had no 
more means of paying out of nis income than a man who, had a leſs 
beneficial eſtate, If they were to make a man pay a greater propor- 
tion to this tax becauſe he had a permanent eſtate, what would be 
the conſequence? Why, that he would pay at once for the preſent 
and for the future; but by paying for, the future it would not ex- 


14180 


empt his poſterity, for they muſt alſo pay. Suppaſe a man had a 


life eſtate of I,oogl., à year, and. that he died at the end of che year, 


and the eſtate went to a ſtranger ?,. Suppoſe, anothen ꝓnan had an 
e ate of the fame amount in fee- fimple, and that he was to pay, ac- 


| cording to gentlemen s calculations, three times as much as another, 


If the latter died at the end of the year, and the eſtate deſcended to 
his ſon, the conſequence would be, that the latter eſtate would have 


Paid fix times as much as the other. The more this meaſure was 
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likeiy to recur. from the general conviction of its being highly be. 
neficial to the public, the ſtronger this argument was. 
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With reſpect to what had been faid reſpecting inſurance, he beg. 
ged to ſay a word or two. He never ſaid that a man poſſeſſing a 


leſs beneiicial income muſt inſure himſelf, in order to put himſelf | 


upon an equality with a man who had a more permanent one ; be- 


cauſe upon the principle he had juſt laid down, viz. of their both 
paying out of their income, their ſituations would be equal; but he 
alluded to the poſſibility of inſurance, in anſwer to ſome argu. 


ments which had been urged on the ground of individual hardſhip, 
A man who from his income was able to lay up a large ſum an- 


. nually, certainly was not entitled to the compaſſion of the Com. 
. mittee. An honourable Baronet had, a few nights ago, ſtated the 
number of this claſs of perſons to be 3,000, but upon what dat 


he had founded his calculations he had not informed the Houſe. 


But certainly thoſe perſons whoſe income was barely ſufficient to 


maintain their families, could not take a cheaper mode of providing 


for them, than by inſuring their lives. Another caſe, however, was 


put, as being a ſtill ſtronger one, viz. that of a perſon who had laid 
out his money in the purchaſe of ſhort annuities. He could hardly 
ſuppoſe the caſe of a man inveſting the whole of his property in 
ſhort annuities, and reſerving no proviſion for the remainder of his 
life after the termination of theſe annuities. He ceuld hardly, he 
ſaid, believe that a man would chooſe to be rich for a ſhort period of 
his life, with the certainty of beggary for the remainder of it : but 
even in that caſe, he might inſureeis annuity. He, however, ſaw 
no reaſon why a perſon who choſe to live like a rich man, ſhould not 
contribute like a rich man. 9 8 noi.» | 
With reſpeR to the various intereſts which men might have in 
landed eſtates, he would defy all the lawyers in England to define 
them with preciſion, and he would defy all the calculators in Eng- 
land (if they could underſtand the definitions of the lawyers) to 
calculate their different value. | Under theſe grounds he ſhould give 
the amendment of the learned gentleman his moſt decided ne- 
gative. : 3c] We 10 
Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON had no oppoſition to offer to 
the principle of the bill; the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
ſtated that it was not a meaſure of duty upon capital, or, in othet 
words, upon property, but upon income. The principle of the bil, 
however, was departed from in ſome particulars ; he meant ths 
obſervation to apply to Short Annuities. . He did not, however, op- 
poſe any part of the bill, but he muſt expreſs a hope that it might 
undergo ſome modifications. He had conferred with his con- 
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ſtituents, and he was happy in being able to inform the Committee, 
that his conſtituents had no objection whatever to contribute from 


their mercantile income to the ſerviee of the State, although they 


felt, that by this meaſure they wereſtaxed double the proportion they 
could have been called upon in any other mode of taxation; or 


rather, they paid double to that Which perſons living upon an in- 


come which was not the produce of their induſtry paid. There 
were ſome parts of the meaſure which he thought rather unconſtitu- 
tional he meant the mode of enforcing the act - but this and ſome 
other points he hoped would be modified. | 

Mr. DENT faid it was a tax not only on income, but on pro- 
perty alſo, and was calculated to: create very invidious diſtinctions 
with reſpect to the funds; for no man, after it —_— would wiſh 
to be a holder of ſhort annuities. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL daid, if there was a diſtine- 
tion made with! reſpect to ſhort annuities, it would equally apply to 
every other ſpecies of income not perwanent, and the adoption of it 
would neceſſarily bring this meaſure, inſtead of being a tax on in- 
come, to be a tax on capital. The diſtinction attempted to be made 
between eſtates in fee- ſimple and for life, eould be only productive 
of effects wholly prejudicial to and deſtructive of the meaſure. The 
principle on which all taxes had been founded was that of taxing 
income. Where attempts had been made to tax capital, they had 
always failed. The original land tax of 4s. in the pound was a tax 
on the landed income of the country. It was a fifth of the landed 


income, not only of the tenant in fee-fimple, but of the tenant for 


life : no diſtinQion had ever been made between them, nor had he 
ever heard any objection made to placing them on the fame foot- 
ing; the reaſon was, it was acknowledged as the ordinary principle 
of taxation. He congeived what was now propoſed as an amend- 
ment, a departure from the principle: of the bill, inaſmuch as it 
lought to convert-a tax on income into a tax on property. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL exprefled himſelf ſurprized 
at the amendment. That in a tax upon income, there ſhould occur 
a vaſt number of difficulties, was obvious; that in a tax on capital, 
there ſhould occur a vaſt number of difficulties, was obvious; but 
the circumſtance! which more particularly ſurprized him with regard 
to the amendment was, that it was not a ſubſtitution of à tax on 


capital, in lieu” of! a tax on income, but a tax on a part of a ca- 


pital ſubject.to more inconveniences than even a general tax, Tt 
had, he confeſſed, ſtruck him forcibly at firſt, that an equal tax on 
a tenant in fee-ſimple, and a tenant for lite, whoſe eitate was 
limited, was unjuſt; but when he reflected on the various moditi- 
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cations of property, and the limitations of which eſtates were uf. 


ceptible, he was perſuaded that a different ſyſtem would, with re. 


ſpect to the tenant in fee-fimple, be injurious, and with regard to 


the tenant for life, inapplicable. He hoped the honourable gentle. 
man would excuſe him for ſaying, that he conſidered his firſt opinion 
rpon the ſubject the moſt ignorant propoſition his mind had ever 
adopted. Were the tenant for life to be taxed in a leſs proportion, 
accarding to his income, than the tenant in fee, the conſequence 
might be, that the former, who might be without any family, and 
whoſe eſtate was limited to a ſtranger, would pay comparatively 
trifling to what would be paid by the tenant in fee-ſimple, with, 


perhaps, a large family. Beſides, thoſe who wiſhed to introduce 


ſuch a diſtinction did not ſeem to be aware of ſuch things as bene- 
ficial leaſes for nine hundred and ninety-nine years, at a pepper-corn 
rent; they were not aware of exccutors' deviſes ; they had forgot 
there were in the law what were called contingencies and double 
contingencies, terms which the Committee could not underſtand, 
nor he explain, unleſs he had brought his law books down with 
him. The difference ſtated to exiſt with reſpe to the income of a 
man who had gool. a year in ſhort annuities, and one who had 
300l. a year on a perpetuity, ſeemed to him very extraordinary; it 
brought the argument entirely to this point, whether they would 
have a tax on income or capital? He had the ſame difficulty in 
perceiving the neceſſity for ſuch a diſtinction, as he had in anſwering 
a perſon who onee applied to him for legal advice, ſtating, that an 
eſtate for life had been left him during life, but not to commence 


till after the death of the widow of the perſon who left the eſtate. 


She was, at the time of the death of the teſtator, forty ; and when 
the tenant for life came to aſk advice, ſhe was nincty.. He com- 
plained heavily of the hardſhip of being kept fo long out of poſſeſ- 
ſion, and aſked if there was any equity? He next proceeded to 
ſtate, that, perſonal eſtate was ſubje to ſuch infinite diverſity and 
modincations as brought it within the ſame rule as that reſpecting 
eſtates for life. Upon the whole, he was of opinion, that attending 
to the nature of landed cſtates, either in fee or for life, perſonal 
eſtate and income, the tax was ſo general, that if it were deſirable 
at all, no relief could be given without deſtroying the very principle 
of it. He then referred to what Mr. Alderman Luſhington had 


obſerved. He ſaid, what the Alderman had ſtated was an honour 


to a commercial country. For himſelf, he was proud to have it in 
üs, power « to aſſert, that the public mind had at laſt become ſatisfied 


the extrtions of the Houſe of Commons had ſecured public happi- 


neſs by ſceuring the Conſtitution, He happened to hold his high 
| 3 
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office in times peculiarly troubleſome; but he believed no one had 
erer held it in times arduous as the preſent, who had been able to 


0 I . 

| ſtate to a Jury what he had lately ſtated upon a public occaſion ; 

. nor did he believe there was a country in the world where a perſon, 9 
: ſituated as he was, would have been able to have ſtated as much 1 
| after ſuch a ſtruggle as we had been engaged in. The great 9 
: bleſſing of the country was, that the people felt their independence, b 


4 and were ſenſible the laws afforded them ſhelter, and ſhed over them 
a kind of foſtering influence, which, in gratitude, demanded their 
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ſupport in favour of that Government and Conſtitution by which 15 
5 they were ſupported. He agreed with the worthy Alderman, that Sf 
Y a bill operating in ſo increaſed a proportion as this would, ought to 1 
. be as little oppreſſive as poſſible. He was well perſuaded that, in 1 
* the profeſſion to which he had the honour to belong, a great many 1" $4 
k would pay more than double what the eſtabliſhed principles of tax- {Wh 
, ation had ever called on them to pay. He could not expreſs his Bl 
h ſentiments of that high profeſſion, to which he owed every thing, Wi 
- without reverence and eſteem; and ſure he was all belonging to it 6 
4 would be ready to contribute to their utmoſt in ſupport of the Law 1 
t and the Conſtitution. For himſelf, he repeated, he owed every 33018 
F thing to the foſtering principles of the Conſtitution ; and for its 1M 
: ſupport and defence, he was ready and deſirous of making every fa- 0 
9 erifice in his power. FR | 1 
i Mr. TIERNEY was ſatisfied he could in no better way ſhew his " 
5 zeal towards his country, than by endeavouring to make men con- Sf 
7 tented with it; and it was becauſe the preſent meaſure was calcu» 1 
. lated to produce diſcontent, that he roſe to oppoſe it. He confeſſed . 
- that all the Members who had ſpoken on the oppoſite ſide had dealt Bot 
4 | openly, fairly, and with the utmoſt candour ; for they had plainly 1 
9 told the Committee, if the bill was to paſs at all, it muſt paſs in its Ml 
q preſent ſhape. He did not mean to fay it was not to be ſubje& 3M 
= | to modifications, but only that the principle of action on which they 1 
, proceeded was, that every man's income was to be taxed alike. Now bo it 
1 there was a wide diſtinQion between taxing men according to their 3 
8 means, and taxing them alike. He believed there was, as the 1 
5 Attorney General had obſerved, a ſpirit in the country to defend its {a 
q Conſtitution ; that the pcople loved and would ſupport Iws which . 
* they were convinced were calculated for their happineſs. No man "i 
1 was more anxious to foſter that ſpirit than himſelf, but he believed 36 
d ſuch a meaſure as this now propoſed was but ill calculated to give Ft 
DP it effect. The worthy Alderman had ſtated, that the, city of f 
h London had arrived at a pitch of patriotiſm almoſt unexampled. 


He ſhould have becn pleaſed had they evinced their patriotiſm 
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ſooner ; but late as it was, he edu and was happy to find it, 
He knew they had been formerly more diſtinguiſhed for profeſſions 
than any thing elſe. In one inſtance, they had come forward with 
what they called the Loyalty Loan ; but, perhaps, the Committee 
would not be able to recollect any circumſtance reſpecting that mea- 


| ſure which would induce it to pay much attention to their profeſ. 


fions, for a greater clamour never was raiſed than was afterwards 
produced by that very loan which had been ſo difintereſtedly ad- 
vanced. The queſtion with him was, whether he could agree to a 
tax on all income in Great Britain as well as out of it? He feared 
it would be difficult to prevent thoſe perſons who refided out of 
Great Britain, and felt the effect of this tax, from ſaying, that it 
was a fax on the funds. Suppoſe (ſaid Mr. Tierney) I, from 
the increaſing preſſure of my affairs, had been unable to continue 
in this country, and had gone abroad in order to bring my embar- 
raſſed circumſtances round; what property I might have poſſeſſed 
J ſhould have placed in the funds, where it would have neither been 
ſubject to the riſk of bankruptcy, nor the expence of agency, but 
would have been always forthcoming. After having done fo, 
ſhould I be told that I was only to have nine-tenths of what I had 
left upon the faith of receiving the whole, and on which ſpeculation 
I had made by eſtabliſhment? And is it not a circumſtance ma- 
terially affecting the credit of the country, to put it in the power of 
any one to ſay you have taxed the funds?“ He added, take a man 
who embarks his money in mines and carals, his ſpeculation was 
not ſo much for income as to get back his capital ; and therefore 
when his income was taxed, it was equally the ſame as taxing his 
capital. Perſons who expoſed their property on hazardous or ad- 
venturous enterpriſes, did ſo with a view of receiving back their 
capital ; how then could the Committee flatter itſelf, that while a 
tax was laid on ſuch enterpriſes, it was a tax on income? It was to 
all intents a tax on capital-—a tax calculated to check that ſpirit of 
adventure and enterpiiſe, which had been moſt productive of the 
advantages the country enjoyed. With reſpect to the farmer, the 
argument was the ſame : a man took a farm, perhaps, with a long 
leaſe and out of repair, he employed his capital in agriculture. By 
ſuch a tax as this, he would be prevented from Javing it out, as the 
progreſs of its return would be impeded. Thus, whether, with te- 
gard to commerce or agriculture, the tax would have the effect of 
putting a ſtop to that energy which, for the proſperity of the country, 
ought always to be encouraged. He had no wiſh to interpyſe any 
delay; but in conſequence of the broad principles he had laid down, 
he felt it incumbent on him, in the firſt inſtance, to ſet his face 
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againſt the meaſure, He farther ſtated, that a tax on income never 
could operate equally; for inſtance, take the funds to be ſure it 
might be replied to what he was about to obſerve, that men made 
their election, whether they would purchaſe land, or into the funds, 
with their money ; but ſuppoſe one man was contented with three 
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' per cent. for the ſake of having land, another got fix per cent in 


the funds; under ſuch circumſtances tax all equally, and there 
would be no injuſtice ; but there were perſons who embarked in 
the funds when they could only get three per cent. In 1792 a man 


might have bought as much conſols. for 10,0001. as would have 
brought him Zool. a year. 


War continued to be carricd on, and 
his property became leſs valuable every day ; but take the man who 
made his money by the war, and he would purchaſe at the rate of 
zool. a year for 5,0001. ; then he would aſk, Whether, on any 
principle of juſtice, an equal tax was right under ſuch circumſtances? 
He next referred to the ſituation of widows left with jointures, ob- 
ſerving, that there could be no one who mult not feel for a pocr 
infirm old woman, whoſe pittance was reduced by ſuch a tax as this. 
He next proceeded to conſider the hardſhip of it on officers in the 
navy and army, particularly the ſtaff officers. He read with a great 
deal of humour an anonymous letter from one of the latter de- 
ſcription, ſtating, that he had nothing to live on but his pay ; but 
Government did not pay him. They aſked for a tenth of his in- 
come; his income conſiſted of his pay, and his pay exiſted only in 
the imagination of Miniſters. He faid he had ever beena can- 
didate for perſons in high offices having high ſalaries; but when the 
preſent bill paſſed, he ſhould conſider 10, oool. a year too much for 
any man to poſſeſs for any ſervices he might perform; ſevere re- 
trenehment would be abſolutely neceſſary. He then referred to the 
ſubject of Corporations ; their expences had been termed innocent 
hoſpitality ; but he would ſay, the inſtant the widow's mite was 
taken away, that innocent hoſpitality ought to be termed gluttony. 
He ſaid, in our preſent ſituation, ſome of the greater emoluments of 
tie Church ought to be taxed. With reſpe& to inferior clergy, he 
believed nothing could be more effeQually detrimental to religion 
than the ſituation in which many of them were kept. To break 


down the reſpectability and reduce the rank of the miniſters of re- 


ligion, tended more than any one thing to injure the doctrine they 


were appointed to inculcate ; and if the preſent bill, ſo injurious to 


the clats he was ſpeaking of, paſſed, we migh: till have the anthem, 
the orgzn, and the mace, in our cathedrals ;_ but in our villages, the 
real piety of the Chriſtian religion would be gone. What could be 
morc galling than that a man of 5001. a ycar, who laboured for it, 
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ſhould pay a tenth of his income, when no more was exaCted from 
thoſe who poſſeſſed one thouſand and ten thouſand a year for doing 
nothing? An objection to this bill was, that it would ſhew every 
bit of property in the country; and he aſked, Whether it would be 
likely to do good, to put on record the exact amount of the incomes 
of the ſeveral bodies corporate throughout the kingdom? He be. 
lieved they would not be fond themſelves of rendering an account 
of their poſſeſſions, leſt, in the hour of diſtreſs, Government ſhould 
know where to lay their hands. The Church was proverbially 
Jealous, and he believed, in ſome Deans and Chapters, the Burſers 
were obliged to take an oath-not to betray their ſecrets. This hint 
he merely gave in kindneſs and caution ſa laugh]. He then argued 
at ſome length upon the inequality of the tax, which he humo- 
rouſly illaſtrated with this obſervation. Suppoſe, ſaid he, it was 
propoſed to take away a tenth from every man's height, let him be 
what fize he might; you, take away a tenth from a man fix feet 
high, and you leave a man till of a tolerable good ſize, fit for all 
the offices of man. You take a tenth from a man five feet high, 
and:you leave a reaſonable fized being. But when you take a 
tenth from one who is only about four feet, or hardly that, you 
leave a figure only fit to be exhibited among the other curioſities of 
nature at Exeter 'Change. Or taking a tenth of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer's eloquence, you left him enough for ordinary pur- 
poſes— but to take a tenth from ſome perſons, would leave them 
ſcarce any at all. He concluded by obſerving, that if we had no 
means of reſiſting an enemy, but by ſo violent a meaſure, he would 
aſſent to it; but he would never agree to it, unleſs he was aſſured 
it was abſolutely neceſſary. He profeſſed his determination to op- 
poſe it in every ſtage. | 

Lord HAWKESBURY thought, if the principle of raiſing a 
large ſum within the year were agreed to, no better. mode of carry- 
ing that principle into effect than by the preſent meaſure could be 
diſcovered. Perfection was not in human nature, but this came as 
near it as human wiſdom could deviſe. There were but three 
ways of raiſing ſuch a ſum ; by taxing either capita], expenditure, 
or income. The firſt was impraQicable, or, if attempted, would 
be the moſt vexatious and objeQionable of the three ; the ſecond 
had been tried and found inadequate.; and there was no choice left 
but the third, the preſent bill. The moſt equal plan in point of 
impoſt certainly was that of laſt year, which was a tax on income in 
expenditure, but it had failed. He aſked if the preſent tax would 
not fall as lightly on the poor as on any other claſs? Would the 
widow, with a ſmall income, pay leſs if the tax were laid on articles 
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of conſumption ? Certainly not. But this meaſure had been moſt 
approved by thoſe on whom it would fall moſt heavily—the mer- 
cantile gentlemen in the city of London. A tax on conſumption 
would affe them in a very ſmall degree, their expenditure being 
ſeldom equal to their income; and yet they had come forward, 
much to their honour, and in a manner almoſt demanded this mea- 
ſure. If a better plan could be propoſed, he would adopt it; but 
as this was the neareſt perfection, the moſt equal that cou!d be 
found, having the ſingular merit of keeping all orders of ſociety in 
their relative ſituation, he muſt give it his hearty ſupport. The 
obje tions to its inequality had been illuſtrated by a compariſon of 
taking off a tenth of a man's height ; but this bill took nothing 
from the height of the dwarf. The loweſt orders, from whom 
nothing could be had without taking the bread out of their mouths, 
were ſpared. He denied that the bill attacked Corporations or the 
Church in a partial manner; he had always held theſe inſtitutions 
eſſential to the ſafety of the Conſtitution and Laws; but if they 
were as injurious as they were uſeful, he would contend for the pre- 
ſervation of their property, fince, if it were ſeized or invaded, all 
other property would ſoon follow; a fact of which we had ſeen a 

a ſtriking inſtance in France. He contended that the bill, inſtead 
of of being a plan of indiſcriminate rapine, as it had been called, 


5 ſpread itſelf as equally over the community as any meaſure could 
| do, having the ſame object in view. 

= Mr. Alderman ANDERSON ſaid, great injuſtice had been 
” cone to the city of London, with reſpect to their patriotic ſpirit. 
id The merchants and others: had ſtood nobly forward in ſupport of the 
A country on many occaſions, particularly in the voluntary contribu- 
P- tions, in the liſt of which he did not find the names of ſome gentle- 
| men very free in cenſuring the city. 

* Mr. TIEKNEY wiſhed no more credit to be given to gentle- 


4 men of the city for public ſpirit than they ſhould be found to de- 
c ſerve, and he thought their recommendation and promiſe of ſupport 


28 c 
of the preſent meaſure ſhould not have the degree of weight that was 
rec : at: weight that wa 
* given to them, ſince it might yet be found that their patriotic ſpirit 
J 


on this occaſion was all vapour. This opinion he founded upon 
their conduct reſpecting the loyalty loan. They had come forward 
with very warm proteſtations of ſerving the country, at that time; 
but when the loan fell to a great diſcount, and they were loſers; by 

ner loyalty, they came to that Houſe and begged, relief. Their 
public ſpirit changed into ſelfiſh feelings ; and polibly they might 
conduct themſelves in a ſimilar manner on this meaſure, To the 
voluntary contributions he certainly had not ſubſeribed, becauſe the 
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taxes he was compelled to pay by that bill were quite as much 23 
he could afford; but he thanked the Alderman for having mentioned 
them, as it called to mind the noble and truly patriotic conduct of a 
gentleman in bufineſs, and a Member of that Houſe, whoſe liber. 
ality and public ſpirit muſt warm the heart of every one who 
thought on them, and with whom it really was an honour to live in 
the ſame country ; he would fay, if he did not know it was difor- 
derly to name him, Mr. Peele, of Mancheſter. This gentleman'; 
houſe alone had ſubſcribed 50,0001. while many of the firſt houſes 
in the city of London, which were worth millions, and boaſted of 
their public ſpirit, excited contempt by compariſon, having given 
only a paltry 1,000. | 

Mr. SIMEON faid a few words in ſupport of the clauſe. 

Mr. ROBERT THORNTON congratulated the Houſe and 
the country on the propoſed bill, and the general ſupport it received, 
Who would have ſuppoſed, two years ago, that this Dutch tax 
would have met with ſo much approbation? A tax on income was 
the moſt equal that could be propoſed, as it would fall equally on 
all property, which was in itſelf very unequal, ſome men having no 
property at all. An honourable gentleman had ſpoken ludicroufly 


[ Commons, 


of cutting a ſlice off men's heads to make them equal; in doing fo } 


he might, perhaps, go down to the neck, and cut the head off alto- 
gether, as they had done in France. This was a French principle 
of which he was not very fond. The merchants of the city of 
London, a claſs to which he had the honour of belonging, had been 
much diſtreſſed by the war; but, he admitted, they were better able 
to ſtruggle through its difficulties than other claſſes, as they had 
opportunities of repaying themſelves by advantages in one way what 
they loſt in another. They were doubly taxed, but they were 
doubly able to bear it. Notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, they 
had come forward with ſpirit on every occaſion in fupport of the 
country. In all public ſubſeriptions they took the lead, © The ho- 
nourable gentleman had mentiofied their want of ſpirit, with regard 
to the Lovalty Loan, but if they found it neceſſary to ſecure them- 
ſelves againſt a heavy loſs, he could not blame them. He (Mr. 
Thornton) had had a part of that loan, but he never made any ap- 
plication on the ſubject. Others, however, might ſtand in a dif- 
ferent ſituation. Very good ud loyal men tright calculate on 
loſing five or fix per cent. by thefr ſubſcriptions 5 hüt when the los 
extended to I 5 or 20 per cent! they might not b pte pared to meet 
it, and yet be good loyal men notwithſtanding. He approved of 
the principle and generality.of the bill; but there were ſome clauſes 
which he ſhould propoſe to amend when they came under the cor 
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fideration of the Committee. Particular elaſſes ſhould be favoured, 
Such as women with a ſmall pittance. Single women who cannot 
undertake laborious employments, ſhould alſo be confidered. It 
was not in their power to aſſiſt themſelves in a way in which men 
can do it. Another claſs of people that ſhould be ſpared were cler- 
gymen and curates, with ſmall incomes. 

Mr. DENT faid a few words. ; 

Mr. W. SMITH thought his honourable friend (Mr. Tierney) 
had been completely juſtified in all he had ſaid reſpecting the mer- 
chants of London, by the acknowledgments of the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Thornton). They felt the effects of the war leſs 
than other claſſes, and might therefore be more ready to give it ſup- 
port ; but Mr. Smith denied that their opinion ſhould paſs as the 
ſentiments of the city of London at large, compoſed as it was of 
numerous and various claſſes. Mr. Smith then made ſome ob- 
jections to the clauſe. | 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL replied. 

Sir G. P. TURNER ſaid he had juſt arrived from the country 
two hours. As all knew war could not be carried on without 
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money, and this plan he thought the beſt for raiſing it, a tax on in- 


come was the beſt of all taxes: he had long recommended it. He 
believed he was the firſt to propoſe in that Houſe this very tax. He 
had long recommended a tax on the funds ; and he thought he need 
not ſay he was intereſted in ſuch a meaſure : this bill taxed the 
funds, and that part of it he alſo conſidered as of his originating. 


The ladies had been ſpoken for. He wiſhed alſo to ſpeak in behalf 


of the farmers. If the income of farmers was curtailed, the con- 
ſequence would be, they would raiſe the price of corn, and then pro- 
viſions would grow dearer, till God knows where the evil would 
end. He approved of the bill, and he took great credit to himſelf 
for having always ſupported the preſent Miniſter. He truſted that 
this bill would ſhew the deſperate French we can lay afide our luxu- 
ries, and give up a part of our income to defend our Conſtitution 
and laws. Sir Gregory concluded by hoping this bill would be fo 
modified as to do away all thoſe little jealouſies of one man paying 
more than another. 


Mr. WIGLEY ſaid a few words in reply. He would not di- 


vide the Houſe on particular parts of the clauſe, but he would wait 
till he could divide againſt the clauſe altogether. *+ 

The CHAIRMAM put the queſtion on inſerting the words 
office, ſtipend, penſion, which was carried. The queſtions on 
the ſcale of charge, and on other parts of the firſt clauſe, were after- 
wards put and carried without a diviſion. 
Vor. VII. q 
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Mr. TIERNEY moved, that the word “al (income) be left 
out. He did not wiſh to give trouble; but his object in this was, 
to make the bill fall properly on incomes. His motion was nega- 
tived ; and the queſtion being put that the whole of the firſ 
4 claufe do paſs,” the Houſe divided—Ayes, 123; Noes, . 

The Committee reported progreſs, and aſked leave to fit again 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, December 18. 


Lord GREN VILLE moved the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of the bill for enabling His Majeſty to accept the ſervices 
of ſuch Britiſh Militia regiments as ſhould be willing to ſerve in 
Ireland. | 

Lord HOLLAND oppoſed it. That the meaſure was not ſuch 


as ſhould be paſſed as a matter of courſe ; that it was one which 


involved a queſtion of great delicacy and importance; and that 
would, at leaſt; leave the poſſibility of an imputation on the Legiſ- 
lature. Having violated their pledge, and broken their contract, 
were propoſitions ſo clear, that it would be a waſte of breath and 
time to inſiſt upon them; and it was not neceſſary to refer to the 
arguments uſed laſt year to eſtabliſh them, fince even the ſupporters 
of the bill at that time admitted them. Taking it for granted, 
therefore, that ſuch was its nature, and viewing it in every other 
light as connected with the ſafety and liberty of this country, he 
could not help conceiving it an imputation on His Majeſty's Miniſ- 


ters that they did not move for à call of the Houſe on a queſtion of 


ſuch great importance, and that they choſe rather to hurry it forward 
with a thin attendance than have it maturely and deliberately diſ- 
cuſſed in a full one. That no argument could be drawn from its 
then adoption in favour of rep3fling- it now, the time of reaſoning 
which was adopted in its ſupport, was ſafficient to prove The ſup- 
porters of the bill were then ſo ſtruck with the danger of the mea- 
ſure, that they all expreſſed fears for the Conſtitution of the country; 
nay, ſome paſſed the only night (that elapſed between its mention 
and its becoming a law) in ſleepleſs anxiety. It was true, indeed, that 
on the Secretary of State's' (under whoſe auſpices it was introduced 
in that Houſe) declaring, ' that it was neceſſary (and it was ſurely 
natural that he would expreſs an opinion that his own meaſure 
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was neceſſary) their ſcruples were huſhed, and their apprehenfions 


vaniſhed : but by this line of conduct, though they admitted the 
urgent neceſſity, they even deprecated and expreſſed their abhor- 
rence of the principle : and their conduct proved, if it proved any 
thing, not that they thought ſuch a proceeding right in itſelf, but 


merely juſtifiable by immediate and urgent neceſſity. For his part, 


he thought the plea of neceſſity ſhould not have been fo readily 
acquieſced in, and that he would not be juſtified in giving his aſſent, 
unleſs thoſe exigencies were moſt clearly and ſatisfactorily made 
out on which ſuch an unconſtitutional ſtep was ſought to be de- 
fended. It was then ſaid, he admitted, that there was a Rebellion 
in Ireland ; but he believed between the ſituation of that country 
then and now, there exiſted a very material difference. Had he 


been convinced at that time by the Secretary of State that there 


was an abſolute neceſſity for ſending the militia to Ireland, and that 
it was an efficacious remedy for the ſuppreſſion of the Rebellion, 
he might, perhaps, reluctantly (for it would always be reluctantly 
that he ſhould make the ſlighteſt deviation from ſo important a 
general principle) have given up to the claim of the moment, the 
control of the legiſlature to the militia and the people. But at 
preſent the caſe was very different ; there was no Rebellion in Ire- 
land; and if the diſcontents that exiſted there were to he made the 
pretext, he thought the noble Lord ſhould come forward and ex- 
plain how, and in what manner, the preſence of the militia was ne- 
ceſſary to allay theſe diſcontents, and reſtore perfect tranquillity. If 
the ſyſtem of governing that country by coercion was to be aban- 
doned, and one of conciliation henceforth purſued, the noble Lord 
ſhould have been ready to give ſome ſati factory explanation on that 
point, and ſtate his reaſons for conſidering the ſervices of the militia 
eſſential to the purpoſe, and how long they would be neceflarily re- 
quired, When the exiſtence of.a rebellion, or the apprehenſion of 
an invader, was urged as the pretcxt, at leaſt the neceſlity, if ad- 
mitted at all, was great, and the proſpect of the meaſure remedying 
the evil was plauſible. © When that rebellion is cruſhed (the people 


might ſay), or when that army is qepielled, the militia will return to 


their country, and the temporary ſuſpenſion of the contract and devi- 


ation from the principle will be compenſated by the advantages: 
but when they are told that their militia. are ſent to Ireland to pre- 


vent inſurrection, to keep down diſcontent, and to preſexye peace in 
the country, and are not to tell when or how meaſures are to be 
taken, to reconeile the diſcontented, and to calm the minds of the 
people, then they may exclaim with truth : Our militia is taken 
from us; the faith of Parliament is broken; it is not ſent on the 
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urgency of the moment, it is converted into the ſtanding army of 
another kingdom, and employed to maintain the peace, and k 

down the people in Ireland.” Much weight had been laid by thoſe 
who ſupported the meaſure laſt ſeſſion on the circumſtance, that the 
ſervice was to be voluntary. He would, however, recommend it to 
thoſe who were influenced by that conſideration to look back, and 
ſee how far they were juſtified by experience to conclude that the 
ſervice was really voluntary, and that the militia regiments who 
went to Ireland, or thoſe who ſtaid behind, acted from the pure 
impulſe of their free will and diſcretion. So far from that being 
the caſe, reports had reached his ears, the truth of which he had no 
reaſon to doubt, that in many regiments which had volunteered 
their ſervices, thoſe men who differed from the majority of their 


- companions, and reſolved to adhere with firmneſs to the principle of 


their eſtabliſhment, which confined them to domeſtic ſervice, were 
ordered to appear in the ranks with their coats turned, and treated 
with every other mark of ignominy and diſgrace. In others, that 
ſhewed no diſpoſition to leave home, indire& means and ſolicitations 
were uſed by their officers, who happened to be particularly inter- 
eſted in that country, to gain their conſent ; while others were kept 
back by their ſuperiors, who did not wiſh to undertake ſuch ſervice, 
from ſimllar motives of prudence and local intereſt. In ſhort, 
while theſe ſervices were ſuppoſed to be perfectly voluntary, they were 
almoſt in every inſtance influenced and controled, and attended 
with as much canvaſſing and interceſſion as a borough election. By 
this improper exerciſe of the meaſure, the promiſe held out that 
none but voluntary ſervices would be requjred, was violated, and 
the diſcipline of the militia had materially ſuffered. For theſe rea- 
ſons he thought a call of the Houſe was neceſſary, in order that 
a meaſure, objectionable on ſo many grounds, ſhould receive a full 
and deliberate inveſtigation. It could not be ſaid of it as of other 
meaſures that had been once adopted, that the principle was already 
fully diſcufſed and approved, and ſhould be, therefore, taken as a 
point ſettled. The principle of the preſent meaſure was never 


approved, even by its moſt ſtrenuous advocates. It was admitted 
to be unconſtitutional, and only juſtified by neceffity. But a ma- 


terial difference in the circumftances under which this neceſſity was 


. urged, and which governed the judgement of the Houſe on its 


former adoption, had fince taken place, ſo that the queſtion Was 
now as new as if this was the firſt time the meaſure was brought 
forward. His Lordſhip begged pardon for troubling the Houſe ſo 


long. He felt all the i inconvenience of preſſing an __—_— ſub- 
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je, and aſſured their Lotdſhips he would ad have done ſo if he 


did not conceive it to be his duty. 


Lord GREENVILLE ſaid, if his Lordſhip had been more ac- 
euſtomed to the rules and proceedings of that Houſe, he would have 
ſearcely charged it as an imputation on His Majeſty's, Miniſters that 
they did not ſummon a full attendance for the diſcuſſion of the preſent 
meaſure. It was not his privilege more than any other Member's, to 
move for a call of the Houſe ; and the noble Lord, if he thought 
the queſtion was one that made ſuch a proceeding neceſſary, was 
competent to enforce it. For his part, he thought otherwiſe before 
he came down to the Houſe, and nothing which he had heard from 
the noble Lord had inclined him to alter his opinion. The noble 
Lord had ſtated that the meaſure was unconſtitutional, and that 
that point was fo clear and obvious, he conceived it would be un- 
neceſſary to argue it. For his part, he thought very differently. 
Whatever might be the original terms of the militia eſtabliſhment, 
on the faith of which men might enter into that ſervice, the two 


Houſes of Parliament were the truſtees of thoſe terms, which were 


to be ated upon under their diſcretion. But in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
and interpretation of the principle of the militia eſtabliſhment, as 
an armed force for the defence of England, he did not confider a 
meaſure authoriſing their ſervices in Ireland as a violation of it. 
For he would put it to every man in the country, and he would 
aſk, in whatever point of view it was conſidered, if there was any 
thing more eſſential to the defence of England than the ſafety of 
Ireland? It was to the glorious exertions of the militia, who fo 
generouſly offered to protect their brethren in that kingdom from the 
bleſſings of French fraternity and French liberty, that the whole, or, 
at all events, the greater part of it, did not become a prey to a moſt 
horrible and ſavage rebellion ; a rebellion fomented by the wort 
of treaſons, by profefſed and recorded traitors, acting in combina- 


tion with France for the ruin and diſmemberment of the empire, 


and in aid and profecution of her ultimate deſigns againſt the liber- 


ties and exiſtence of England. In this point of view, therefore, 


he conceived that the Britiſh militia could not have more effectually 
contributed to the defence of this country, than by their meritorious 
ſervices in Ireland; and therefore that their acquieſcence in ſuch 
ſervices was ſtrictly conformable to the ſpirit of their inſtitution. 
As to what was required by;the noble Lord, reſpeQing the duration 
of ſuch ſervice, he was not competent to give a poſitive anſwer. 
Miniſters could not ſee into the womb of futurity, and declare what 
things ſhall come to paſs, or regulate the courſe of events. The 
lebellion in Ireland was curbed and reſtrained ; ſtill, however, a 
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ſtate of things exiſted in that country which made the continuance 
of the miliiia neceſſary. How long that ſtate of things ſhould en. 
dure, and for what period the ſervice of the militia might be found 
eſſential for allaying the diſcontents that prevailed there, he could 
not tell; but certain he was, that the moſt effectual mode for the 
refloraion of perfect tranquillity was a perſeverance in the firm and 


vigorous meaſures which had been purſued with ſo much ſucceſs by . 


Government, acting under the ſanction of the Legiflatures of both 
countries. So much for the neceſſity of the meaſure, and its coin. 

cidence with the principle of the militia eſtabliſhment. As to what 
was urged reſpecting abuſes exercifed under the act of laſt ſeſſion, 
by which the ſervices were not rendered as purely voluntary as the 
act intended, his obſervations ſhould be very few. The noble Lord 
had ſaid, that reports had reached his ears of various inſtances, in 
which undue influence was exerciſed to extort thoſe ſervices which 
| ſhould have been purely voluntary. He did not know on what 
authority ſuch reports might reſt, but he was ready to admit that if 
any ſuch practice prevailed, it was unauthoriſed by the act, and 
could be no more guarded againſt by leg ſlative proviſions than many 
other abuſes to which all other inſtitutions were liable in their in- 
ternal economy and management. But if the noble Lord meant 
that endeavours had been uſed to excite emulation, he had no heſi- 
tation to admit fo far the truth of ſuch reports. He hoped a lau- 
dable emulation for the ſervice of their country would always inſpire 
the militia of England; and that ſuch kind of military feeling 
would ever be found in that and every other part of our army. By 
what proceſs, however, a ſpirit of emulation could tend to deſtroy 
diſcipline, he was at a loſs to conjecture. Experience warranted no 
ſuch deduction. From any thing alledged in this country; in all 
the complaints that had been made from that, he never was able to 
learn, or underſtand, that the militia regiments who had volunteered 
their ſervices had fallen off in their-diſcipline ; or that any charge 
of failure, jn that particular, had been brought againſt them. No 
ſuch imputation, therefore, ſhould be lightly thrown upon a body of 
men, to. whoſe: generolity the empire ſtood ſo much indebted. To 
their loyal exertions it was owing that Ireland was reſcued from the 
horrors that furrourided her; and to them was alſo to he attributed 
the knowledged which the French had gained, in their late deſcent 
on that kingdom, that even though their fleets ſhould eſcape the vi- 
gilance of ours, they would be ſure to meet, on landing, an army 
compoſed of our militia regiments, of the regular forces, and of 
the brave and loyal ſubjects of that country, more than ſufficient to 


defeat their plans, and render all their views, however favoured by | 
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domeſtic traitors, totally abortive. His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould 


not trouble the Houſe any longer, but on theſe grounds reſt the pro- 


priety of the ſecond reading. 
The bill was then read a ſecond time. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, December 18. 


There not being a ſufficient number of Members to conſtitute a 
Houſe, an adjournment took place. 


Wedneſday, December 19. 


On the third reading of the bill, for enlarging the time limited, 
for the redemption of the land tax, 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſpoke to the following effet :— 
certainly muſt oppoſe the third reading of a bill, the object of 
which is, to confirm, and, perhaps, to perpetuzte regulations, to the 
paſſing of which, when the meaſure was originally propoſed, I felt 
the ſtrongeſt repugnance, and of which nothing I have ſince heard 
has tended to give me a more favourable impreſſion. It is not my 
intention, however, at this time, to dwell on the various objections 
vieh might be urged againſt the plan in general, namely, that for 
redeeming the land tax, having ſtated them at ſome length in the 
courſe of a former ſeſſion. But I think it neceſſary to touch upon 
ſome particulars, which ſcem to me peculiarly entitled to the attention 
of the Houſe, being intimately connected, not only with this bill, 
but alſo with another meaſure now depending, namely, that for im- 
poling a tax on income; as I ſhall undertake to prove, if the plan 
for redeeming the land tax had been wiſely formed, and if this bill 


had been properly drawn up, no tax on income would have been 
neceſſary. 


the land tax ought to be redeemed, it would have been infinitely 


«better that, from the beginning, it had been ſold for ready money, 


Inſtead of being converted into ſtock. In ſhort, Sir, it ſhould have 
been made a direct, and not a circuitous mode of furniſhing a ſupply 
bo the Exchequer;: according to the plan that has been adopted, a 
eat political operation will be carried through, much to the diſ- 


% 


To explain my meaning, Sir, I muſt begin with remarking, if ' 
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fatisfaQion,”and, in my opinion, to the injury, of that reſpeQable 
claſs of the community, thé landed intereſt, without the public de. 
rieing from it any immediate or poſitive advantage; whereas by 
ſeellinng about 550, l of the now perpetual land tax, for nad 
money, nt only * eighteen years purchaſe; it would produce the ten 
millions wanted to be raiſed, without ' augmenting our funded debt 
a ſingle ſhilling, and the tax on income might be, at leaſt, poſtponed 
until the reſources arifing from the ſale of the land tax were ex. 
Hhauſted. 0 * £ Ten! e is 1 


[ Commoxs, 


o CD 
"4 * 
NN £ 


To this alteration in the plan of redeeming the land tax, | 


cannot at preſent foreſee any poſſible objection that may not be 
- --gompletely'obviated : for in the firit- place, the only material ad. 
vantage derived by the public,” from exacting the propoſed tax on 
income, is, the raiſing of ten millions for the ſervice" of the year 
1799; without making any addition on that account to the funded 
debt of the nation. By the plan I have taken the liberty of ſug- 
geſting, you would not only raiſe that ſum, but you would avoid any 
new and oppreſſive mode of levying it. In the ſecond place, 
have no doubt that the price of ſtocks would be as high, if this 
ſyſtem were adopted, as under any other plan; for we are to con- 
ſider, tat onlyeleven millions remain to be borrowed for the ſer- 
vice of the year 2799 : of cheſe four migkt be taken from the ſink- 
ing fund; and if the loan in February were reduced to ſeven mil- 
Rmons, the price of ſtocks would de high, and the loan would pro- 
Hably be obtained on very advantageous terms. The price of the 
funds, it is true, would not be kept up by purchaſe on account of 
the redemption of the land tax; but can thoſe purchaſes be ſo very 
eonſſderable if the- tax on income is impoſed? Can gentlemen 
imagine, that if that tax is enforced, that it will have no effect upon 
the ſtocks ? It has already reduced the price of ſhort annuities. 
Phat is admitted- Many muſt ſell out of the funds, or, at leaſt, 
will not buy what otherwiſe they would purchaſe, if they are under 
and neceſſity of paying their ſnars uf the tax on income; and what- 
ever people may ſuppoſe, that unfortunate meaſure, extending to the 
ſtocksttnemſelves, wilt make many prudent” people more curious in 
getting ino the funds, and morè enger to get out of them. In the 
ti rd ace det the tax on income be reſorted to, if it ſhould prove 
atdminetpyeceſary: büt can an man imagirie, that the ſum of 
rer na io yow'wnred-wilt;not be; rafſed, or, at leaſt, eomracie! 
ſorj; tote faryiſhed for the ſerv ice of the enſuingvearp it ce publi 
Is ci e tax on income will be iinpo ed Af the money i» 
fam ret le ſale of the land tax? The landed proprietor wil 
natarMyMrizke every poſſible cru to ralſe as nueh asl he ban, i 
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it will prevent him from being expoſed to an oppreſſive tax, and to 
the diſeloſure of his property; and if he muſt borrow the money, it 
is for the advantage of the monied intereſt, with the fame views, to 
aſſiſt him on very moderate terms, for his whole income may thereby 
be exempted from decimation. In ſhort, it is for the real benefit 
of the whole community to concur in this mode of redeeming the 
land tax; nor can there be a fingle doubt of the ſuperior advantage 
of this plan, and the propriety of adopting it, unleſs it is thought 
neceſſary, at all events, to impoſe a tax upon income, for the purpoſe 
of trying ; firſt, what'is the amount of the income of the people of 
this country; next, what they can afford to pay out of it; and 
thirdly, to what oppreſſive regulations they will patiently ſubmit, for 
the purpoſe of exacting the payment. 

I thought it neceſſary to mention this idea to the Houſe upon the 
preſent occaſion, becauſe if the plan I have now ſuggeſted had the 
good fortune of being approved of, it might not yet be too late to 
carry it into effect, by reconſidering the regulations contained in this 
bill, and by abandoning, or, at leaft, poſtponing, the threatened tax 
upon income. | | 

But, Sir, if the meaſure I have now ſuggeſted is not to be 
adopted, I have a ſtrong objection to our paſſing this bill, and 
thereby facilitating, by any means whatſoever, the ſale of the land 
tax, as this is a very improper time for carrying the plan into effect; 
and we are, in fact, throwing away a moft valuable reſource, of 
which, at a future period, we might have availed ourſelves infinitely 
more to the public advantage. | | 

Here I muſt take the liberty of obſerving, that this plan is far 
from being a new idea ; on the contrary, it was fuggeſted to me, 
from various quarters, in the courſe of fome financial inquiries in 
which I happened to be engaged ſome years ago, and more parti- 
ularly in a letter from one of the moſt reſpectable Members of this 
Houſe, the ſubſtance of which I mutt take the liberty of reading. 
In this letter, which is dated September 4, 1792, it is ſaid, © that 
* an idea was then getting abroad that the land tax, at its preſent 
nate, might be offered to the reſpecti ve landholders at even thirty 
years purchaſe. That the money thus raiſed might be applied in aid 
* of the annual million; that many inconvenienges- might; be 
© ſtated to ariſe, which might be obviated, were a Committee 40 
* be appointed for the particular purpoſe of conſidering the ſubjectt 
* that the decreafing rate of the intereſt of money ut that time 
appeared to make the period when that letter was weitten (4th of 
September, 1 79:2,) particularly favourable for ſuch an attempt ; 
and if I would undertake to make ſuch a motion myſelf, or con- 

Vor. VII. 1 2, 
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&« fidered it as a plan likely to he of ſervice to the public, he (the 
<c/ywriter of the letter} would take every opportunity in his power of 
«© - conſulting the Ian _ ol the hands ts in his neghibotrhood on 
that ſubject. Fed 

From this letter it appears des was entertained, that the land 
tax might be ſold, in 1792, not at eighteen, but even as high as 
thirty years purchaſe. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that 
this ſhould be conſidered a very improper period for bringing ſuch a 
meaſure forward. Even at that time, and with a chance of its ſelling 

at thirty years purchaſe, I did not confider it as a ſcheme likely to 
. beradvantageous to the public, otherwiſe it might have been brought 
under the conſideration of this Heuſe above ſix years ago; and it 
was not out of political hoſtility to the right honourable gentleman, 
but from a full oonviction of the inexpedieney of the meaſure that! 
took o active 4 me laſt ſeſſion in nee to be its paſſing 
eee eee 307 len e 

The od her point connh&@G#! with the general plan for redeem- 
ing the land tax} which I ſhall touch upon at preſent, relates to the 
public and private expences which it muſt neceſſarily occaſion. In 
regard to the public” expenoes, 1 am perſuaded, that ultimately they 
will be very conſiderable, and they ought to be watched with very 


peculiar- jealouſy. 1: Sveh'a'train>of Commiſſioners, clerks, and | 


other offieers, are not to be fed and paid for nothing; and it is n- 
ther a ſuſpicious eireumſtanee; that it is propoſed to paſs this bill, 
previbus to our receiving an account of the expences already in- 
curred; and an eſti mate of thoſe likely to be incurred in the execu- 
tion of the bill. Im regard to the expences of individuals, I was 
alwaysapprehenfive that they would prove very conſiderable, and 
that apprehenſion was conſiderably ſtrengthened by what dropt from 
algreat legal authority, in the epurſe of a late diſcuſſion, . if you 
c alter that clauſe,” he ſaid, © in the manner that is propoſed, the 
ee p Eences of the ſale will amount to more than the value of the 
«Jam fold;'t- Indeed what elſe can be expected from a ſubject ſo 
eutenſi ve, and ſo full of doubt and intrĩeacy, which has already re- 
quirediitwo large acts; bpfides one with Which we are threatened 
fromm Scotland, and which, at leaſt, require half a deten more- be- 


ford it cane completely executed in one · tenih part of the kingdom? 


Tb rotes, indeed, on this fingle ſabject, will become ſo numerous 
anch fo uni uinous, tat werſhalloprobably/be-under the hebeſſty of 
havikg aSſeparare2rable for holding the new ebd. 8 
Amaſt cnowprocced t conſider the leadiſig object or this bil, 
namely; that fl enlarging che time: limited dy the former law, 
within hioh" proprietors had a —— «4 the land 
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tix of their reſpeQive eſtates. Such an extenſion is perfectly eon- 


ſiſtent with the views of the right honvurable gentleman | who 
brought in this bill, who ſeems reſolved to make any facrifice for the 
purpoſe of raiſing the price of ſtocks, bettering the funds, and grati- 
hing the monied intereſt for the moment; but in every other point 
of view, the propoſed prolongation is highly exceptionable. No 
man is more. defirous than I am, on proper principles, to ſee our 
public ſecurities, of every deſcription, ſelling at a high price. But 
I cannot agree, from any wiſh. of that ſort, to ſacrifice, or, even to 
retard, the improvement of the country. If our landed genilemen 
are tempted by this prolongation to lay out any ſums of money they 
may have at their command, in redeeming their land tax, inſtead of 
improving their eſtates, the price of ſtocks may receive a temporary 
impulſe ; but tho real foundation of our national wealth, and the 
beſt ſecurity of the public creditor, namely, the e improve- 
ment of the country, will be neglected. 5 16 F 
Lam particularly led to make this d ho obſervings: that 
much fewer petitions for bills to promote private improvements have 
been preſented this ſeſſion than in the courſe. of almoſt any that. 1 
ean at preſent recollect. The Houſe and the Public will then ſoe 
the fatal tendency. and the ultimate effect of the meaſures; we are 
now purſuing. If country gentlemen are on the one hand op- 
preſſed by taxes, and on the other tempted} to layout any money 
they can afford in the purchaſe of their land tax, how can they improve 
their eſtates? They cannot lay out money for all thoſe; purpoſes, 
and, the moſt important. of the whole, forathe public: intereſts, may 
be either deſpiſed. or forgotten. I. ſhould leſs dwell on this point, 
vere the ſale of the land tax to preyent the threatened tax on in- 
come, and all the pernicious conſequences which, dau e from 
that meaſure. di zone of ni? „bisl SH aso 163 1011. 
Beſides, Sir, it. is propoſed, that ur farmers andooun country 
gentlemen ſhall, not only be; depri ved of the means of cart ing on 
improvements, but that they ſhallꝭ become ſtock jobbers 3 and if. 
this meaſure ſuceceds, acoording to tho expectations and wiſhes of 
thoſe who have introduced it, I mould not be ſurprized to haar 
Squire tlg, and. Farmer that, boaſting of their knowledge im the 


Price of ſtocks, and all the arcana of the funding ſyſtem, inſtead of 


What formerly uſed to be their pride; namely, kill in the manages: 
ment of their eſtates, and knowledge in the art of agrieultnres guhe 
Donn of Agriculture muſt of eourſe transfer its ſutingecto Llayd's 


Cfte Houle or Change Alley, and the far mers fu will be 


longer held at the Thatehed- Heuſe, c but! at he Di Fa verb 


In ſhort, Sir, I am afraid that this plan of compelling our huſband- 
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en {| beedme ſtock jobben Wilt contribute to altert che nature of 
ha purſuits and the Slo teri{ of their ideas: Whether we ſhall 
gain e by 1 800 change, I ſhall leave to the 1 of the 
; nun ©: but t Capptchienſion of the effect that it might 
4p refit the” meafure when it was originally pro- 
[naw 5 ſuggeſt to the Houſe the plan of Ming the land 
ly mqney, inſtead of ſtoek, which, fo far es J can Judge, 
| is + caſur; in every point' of View; infinitely to be preferred. 
: 7 ir, we ate wid. that" the Urry of purchaſing the land tax, 
even pn | prod terme, is a oon to the landed imereſt; that it 
ha ſucce: 8 | | fiderable” exten, and that às ſbon as this bill 
e wi inn be arried much farther, For my part, Sir, ſo far 
1 Slelcdge or infofnidtion' teaches, thete is rio ſolid founda- 
iD John fuch blen. 10 particular eifttias, ſome friends or de- 
JE of the Mini er, 'to Ele the meaſure ſome eciut, or, per- 
aps, ſome ruflic ſompletins, inexperienced | in political arti fices, and 
_ deluded: by the emifſaries of the right honoutable gertleman, may 
2 have taken ſore ſteps for” purchaſing ; but the gene roliy of land- 
Bholders have too much govd ſenſt to be taken in. Indeed wWhat 
man of commbn underſtanding would lay out his money at-5 per 


is: 


a dent., when, by expending it on the improvement of his eſtate; he 
i _ might get | from 1 Fi to; with the ſatisfaction alſo of giving employ- 
ment to the in uſtrious poor in his neighbourhood, and of promoting, 
in the moſt effec Ruaf manner, the general advantage of the country? 
be that th nie caſe Wed be ent, if the ſalé of the land 
tax preve a the thx on income, the effects of which muſt be 
ws x Ki 0 fant to All the Uaſfes of the community; and to the 
0 i rc among the reſt, that no ſacrifices ould be too geen 

to __ its aeftruive operations. 
noo 2h I haye ow. Fa e my Uuty, in ure ging Wee obbeQtion to 
0 15 bill. y 4 know Well, Kr, chat in the preſeht temper of theſe 
iris bie, it 1 6 1 ei to erhect ſotecſs in attempücg v 
poſe ny" meafure which dhe right ho nourable gentleman brings 
15 ory: a at the fa tne"tithe F feel it incumbent pom me to ſtate my 
ont pry Bren eſpecially bh ſuch d fubjedt bs the preſent i thong 
"the exertions Vf ah tad in dee ays of tf umphant majori- 
ties, — be . I thall only add, Sir, that” however 
anc . "of the ele of this tmeaſure; unleſb ie were d. 
c 1 A Hive taken the Uberty/of ſuggeſting 
| 4 2 1285 97 1 =p of Lin iP nature, I mean thetythe=redemp: 
or” gon ill a 0 Fog 200, ib Unger the icht orsttabfe gen 
| Eis toit, nen 1 cerceuy lh ze would propoſe 
to the Houſe. There is _— in the whole'tahge of political 
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regulation that could either be ſo uſeful to the e or or, fo 3 
table to 2 who had the good pern fo to carty itt rough 


ſucceſsfully. 1 i vg it vety GE Weer. 
IH. un * 


The- Right; Honourable, D. RYDER thor unne 
fary,to. ſay much; he only ſhould cotament a little © upon dme arts 
of the hononrable Baronet's ſpeech. The delay w wiſhed for by 


the honourable. Baronet was, for, a moſt ſingular effect: it was to 


2 all the An that could be a upon the bill of lat y year, 
1. was not for 


Houſe, e none would but. a few ruſtic. ae 
at the ſame time the honourable Baronet laid, fifteen years years ars 480 
would purchaſe at 30 per cem. but now they * not at 1 V per 
cent. ſuch was the reaſoning of the honourable Member, . Ano- 
ther apprehenſion of the honourable Baronet feemed eq eq 1 en 
founded; he was apprehenſive that the landholders eng 
would turn ſtock jobbers, but he thaught this bill was 2 a meaſure. to 
prevent ſuch inconyenience, by allowung. them to purchaſe in ready 
muney. It took the ſtock out of their hands, and prevented | "all 
future ſpeculation. If the Board of. Agriculture 0 5 as Was 
apprehended by the honourable Baronet, ever take, their ft Ir | ad Tot the 
Stock Exchange, and the members becorhe rs, from 


e little. finangiers, from the 
example of their Prefident, :the nation nuſt ett pe e 
vantages, as appeared from, the. ſpeejmen of hn Hina anGjal 1 — 
evinced by their head. He did. pot think it at alt n 


any farther argument, but ſnould ref} 4 85 e e had 
ready ſaid.  MORTEYO 3 


Sir J. SINCLAI R explained. vat a0, 5 1 
Mr, LEFEVRE ſaid, he Was gy 10% 55 plctops con 
unned by the 5 Baronety, He Je very r wg 0 of 
ti meaſure, and belie no act was ever carried CEE ith 
ſittle expener to the country. He knew. it. Was 9 705 ee 
account: of the EXPENCE 1 the Houſe, 38 yet t 10 | wh 
Wabeforg.them it could not be Pat: but he beljeved it wo mn Ai nv 
Td 1 oo, co. [3G 18 niligvenu 2d Rum 2011 
. ELLISON. ſpoke. Ty LP 2 { ay 100 lib 1 f 
N BUXTON. thought that ſone of the an pl | fs 
waa was to prevent farmers h Mare apy, connection. with, the 
gekpy allowing them to purchaſe fo for ready el To 


Tit gen den read a third time, and ſeveral e e 
* way riders. 
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V pon the queſtion that the bill do paſs, 


Sir W. GEARY faid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the paſſing of this 
bill, but for a" very great and important purpoſe ; to ſpeak to the 
order of the proceedings of that Houſe: He had obſerved a vat 
number of clauſes introduced after the third' reading of this and 
many other 'bills'; when firſt he conceived a wiſh to become 


one of the regiefentatives of the people of England i in Parliament, 


| his firſt object was to preſerve and to hand down to poſterity the 


practical excellence of the Conftitution of England, as it had been 
tranſmitted to us by our anceſtors, in doing which he could not for- 
get che importance of the forms of proceeding in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. ; they 1 were all eſtabliſhed for the wiſe purpoſe, of affording 
time for deliberation; and to enable the Houſe to correct the errors 
iche Executive Government. It was in the Committee, and in 

the Committee” only, that clauſes ought to be conſidered, for that 
was the ftage allotted for them; it was highly i improper, inaſmuch, 
as it was inconſiſtent” with deliberation, that a great number of 
elauſes ſhould be added i in a few minutes, after the third reading 
of à bill. © He did not ſay this, from an idea that the Miniſter had 
introdueed any elauſes that were improper into the preſent bill; he 
only rofe to ſay, that the practice was become much too common, 


and that it ſhould be diſcontibued. 


Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, it was defirable that every PILE SI 
made in that Houſe ſhould paſs through all the ſtages which the 
wiſdom of our anceſtors had, declared to be necefſary, in order to 
affbrd to every Member an opportunity of delivering his ſenti ments 
upon it; if, however, gentlemen imagined it was an invaliog of the 
old and eſtabliſhed practice of the Houſe to propoſe clauſes on, the 
report, or after the third reading of a bill, that imagination was 
erroneous ; the practice, however, of bringing up clauſes after the 
report, of the third reading, ought to be watched with jealouſy ; ; and 
in Auch' ſtages no clauſe ought to 
any material alteration in the bill. Such elauſes At tended to faci- | 
litate the &ttcution of the purpoſes of the bill, and to carry into eff: 
more bonbemently thoſe meaſures” which the Houle | hag approved | 


of, ere not "liable to obſeckion either on ther report or. fler the 5 
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poſed to be added to a bill after the report. It was a Jea'quiy that 1 * 
hh vas quite conſiſtent with the duty of the Houſe. 1 | 
his Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was perfectly competent to any ITT 
the Member, if he found in any clauſe a ſyllable that he diſapproved, to 10 
8 oppoſe that clauſe after the third reading of the bill, as well as if it bf 
” was propoſed in a Committee. He was in the recollection of thoſe 15 
W who heard the elauſes, and he appealed to them to ſay whether any 1 
i one of the clauſes he had propoſed this night was ineonſiſtent with $i 
A the general ſcope of the bill: he was entitled then to ſay that, how- 4 
5 ever true the general doctrine laid down to-night might be, it might 5 
7 25 well be ſaid of any other meaſure as of that which was now in 4 
1 the Speaker's hand. ; E) 
S Sr W. PULTENEY. agreed to every thing that had been aid bi 
cc the neceffity of watching with a jealous eye every clauſe that was H 
; propoſed after the report. The Committee was undoubtedly the M 


* 


ſtage for the diſcuſſion of elauſes; and from the practice of receiving 
them on the report, or after the third reading, the Houſe might be 
very much impoſed upon. He did not attend to the clauſes which 
were propoſed to-night ; he could not underſtand them if he had 
attended, for the noiſe would have made that impoſſible: however, 
he took it for granted that they were, as the Speaker had ſtated 
them, agreeable to the tenour of the bill. But this introduction of 
clauſes after the Committee was over, was a very bad practice, and 
ought to be checked; for which, purpoſe perhaps it would not be a. 
bad expedient” to 5 an order, that no elauſes ſhould be received 
after a bill had paſſed a Committee, unleſs there was at leaſt a hy! 8 
notice of an intention to produce them. 5 

Sir W. GEARY aid a few words. | 

Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that many of the moſt experienced 
Members of the Houſe had ſtated to him great inconveniences that 
aoſe from the manner in which bills are diſcuſſed upon a re- com- 
mitment. Indeed he was aware gentlemen had felt the confuſion 
and embaraſſment to be almoſt endleſs in ſome caſes. ; This ap- 
peared to him to be capable of remedy., The mode now was ta; 
print A bill eben it was ordered to be re. committed in the ſame. 
manner 9 if it was rinted without a view to its, being re · com- 
mitted, hat is, the bY and amendments were printed diſtinQly:. 
from ech e other, and when they, came to be diſcufled on the re- com- 
mitme! t, i 1 0 der Iments were all referred to, inſtead of following 
tin 0 r J ets references ercated | reat. nee 49 re- 
medy ns ro. Als mind, wat, e ofen mal ak ing references to the 
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been made before the ſecond reading, in order that the Houſe might 
ſee the whole bill and amendments as they actually ſtood, inſtead of 
making references to the amendments. This he only ſuggeſted as 
one way of obviating much difficulty. The bill was then paſſed, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moves the order of ihe day for the Houſe 
to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to eonſider 
farther of the income bill. The Houſe refolved itfelf into a Com- 
mitter. 

Mr. WIGLEY to the clauſe which extended the pro- 
viſions of the bill to ſuch perſons as might have gone out of the 
country for any temporary purpoſe. In his opinion it was extremely 
hard that thoſe perſons ſhould be liable to the penalties of the bill, 
merely becauſe a notice might have been left at their laſt place of 
reſidence previous to their departure. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT could by no means coineide in the opi- 
nion of the learned gentleman, for he could (ce nothing like a hard- 
hip in calling for the contributions of thaſe who paſſefied wealth 
in the country, wherefoever they might be in perſon, eſpecially as 
their $emporary abſence might be occabonad by the purſuit of fome 
gainful object. 

Colonel MARK WOOD urged nearly the fame objection, and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer adhered to his former reaſon for 
net thinking the objection admiſſible. 

The clauſe was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that as the next clauſe reſpodel 
the appointment of the Commiſſioners who were to be entruſted 
with the execution of the bill, he would, before the Committee pro- 
cceded farther in the conſideration of the clauſes, take the. preſent 
opportunity of alluding to certain regulations which, upon a recon- 
Sderation af the buſineſs, he thought it might be ex pedient to intro- 
duoe into the inquiry it might be neceſſary to make into mercantile 
property. Theſe regulations were ſuggeſted to him by the infor- 
mation he received this morning from a number of gentlemen who 
had the fueceſs of the mcaſure now before the Cammittee extremely 
atheart, and who aſſured him that the of thoſe regulations 
would not oo move the objection arifing from the diſcloſure of 
Mercantile accounts, but would alſo conſiderably. contribute to im- 
prove the hill, by ſecuring the collection of the revenue, while it 
effectually zverded the ultimate publicity of the private concerns of 
cammercial men. With reſpeft to the othes denominations of 
property, he did not for that the fame reaſon exified for propofing 
any new regulations. The general mode alteady adopted in the 
bill was, in his opinion, fully adequate to. thoſe purpoſes. But by 
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intereſted with themſelves in concealing their proceedings. In the 
next .place, in order to prevent the reſult of the final judgement of 
the Commiſſioners from tranſpiring and becoming public, by re- 
turning to the ſurveyors the amount of the ſum the parties concerned 
are adjudged to pay, a ſecret book ſhould be keept by the Commiſ- 


. fioners, with numbers correſponding to the names of the different 


parties, while thoſe parties ſhall be at liberty through themſelves or 


their agents to pay into the Bank of England, or to the Receiver 


General, the ſum in which they are aſſeſſed. The parties afterwards, 
on the production of a certificate to the Special Commiſſioners, that 
the ſum in which their numbers are aſſeſſed, has been paid, ſhall 
have their names written off by the Commiſſioners. But in caſe 
of non-payment after a certain time, the Commiſſioners ſhall be 
empowered to open the ſecret book, and to proceed by public proceſs 
to recover payment from the parties fo failing. For the ſuggeſtion 
of theſe imprevements he was particularly indebted to gentlemen 
much experienced in commercial concerns, who recalled to his re- 
collection how this very mode had been ſucceſsfully practiſed in a 
buſineſs of a far more delicate nature than the preſent. What he 
alluded to, was the ſecret aid granted by Parliament, in 1793, to 
many reſpectable commercial gentlemen, who then laboured under 
a temporary embarraſſment. The diſcloſure of their fituation ; the 
degree of aid they each ſolicited ; and the nature of the ſecurity 
given by them for ſuch aid, were communicated only to perſons in 
ſimilar circumſtances with themſelves, and to ſuch as it is now pro- 
poſed to make ſomething of a ſimilar diſcloſure : it never then tranſ- 
pired who were the individuals that received the aid, or to what ex- 
tent it was granted to them. By adopting in the preſent meaſure 
a like mode of proceeding, mercantile men muſt feel that they are 
entirely relieved from all dread of bringing publicity on their private 
concerns, or diſcloſing the tate of their property. Thus much he 
thavght it neceſſary to throw out reſpecting the intended regulations; 
of which he would enter into a more detailed explanation when the 


particular clauſes containing them came regularly under diſcuſſion. 


Colonel MARK WOOD approved in a great meaſure of this 


improved plan; but he thought it would be ſtill more perfect, if 


it were made more general, and if all commercial men, as well as 
of thers, were compelled to balance their books upon a certain day 
every year, and declare the amount of their profits. - 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS highly approved of the propoſed regu- 
lations, and was ready to do every thing in his power to give them 
effect; he was confident, they might be enforced with the utmoſt 


[1 


ſecrecy, for he had the honour of being one of the Commiſſioners in 
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the buſineſs of 1793, alluded to by his right honourable friend, and 
from his own knowledge, he could fairly ſay, that it had completely 
anſwered its propoſed object. 

Mr. H. BROWN expreſſed his apprehenſions, that theſe new 
regulations might tend to weaken the bill, to which he profeſſed 
himſelf a very warm friend. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed to ſave the time of the Cone 
mittee by again ſtating his former obſervations, that no ſchedule 
ſhould be required, unleſs a great majority of the Commiſſioners 
agreed that it ought to be produced. They would take care that 
the ground upon which it was called for, ſhould be grave, and 
weighty enough to induce their aſſent. 

Mr. JONES wiſhed to know whether, if the Canis 
divulged the ſecret, and violated their oath, they ſhould be indicta- 
ble for perjury? _ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that this was not the moment 
for anſwering that queſtion. He was ready, however, ſo far to ſa- 
tify the honourable gentleman as to tell him that the oath in queſ- 
tion was a promiſſory oath, and that as ſuch, in the nature of 
our laws, it did not make * who violated it, indictable for 
perjury. 

Mr. JONES contended di it ſhould be viewed 1 in the light of 
a contentious oath. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING objected to the powers entrinfied to 
the office of ſurveyor ; they were entirely new, and if added to the 
powers granted laſt year, would prove inordinate. He wiſhed to 
ſee them defined by a particular clauſe ; it was alſo his defire that 
the ſtatements given in by commercial houſes ſhould be given in in 


the name of the general concern, and not individually by each part- 


ner, and that the private property of each partner ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the profits of the trade. 


The Chairman, Mr. SMITH, here ſuggeſted the propriety 
of ſticking to the clauſe now before the Committee, which he 
again read. 

Mr. TIERNEY did not diſappiove of the new modifications ; 
he roſe only to aſk if it was the intentionof the right honourable gen- 
tleman to have the bill reprinted after the new elauſes were brought 
up, or thus he might not have an opportunity of, examining them 
previous to their diſcuſſion. He could not, however, omit obſerv- 
Ing, what a marked difference was now drawn between the mercan- 
tile and the landed intereſt. The one was permitted to benefit their 


| common intereſt, and to impoſe taxes upon themſelves, under the 


pretence a commercial expediency, while the landed gentry were 
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obliged to ſubmit to whatever might be propoſed, and be thus drag. 
ged through the dirt. Indeed the city patriotiſm, as appeared be. 
fore on another occaſion, proved very ſhort lived, One worthy 
Alderman (Mr. Curtis). highly approved of the meaſure, while 
another (Mr. Iuſhington) was clamorous for modifications. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that there was a degree of can- 
dour in the firſt part of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, which the 
latter part of it did not betray. He wiſhed the bill to be reprinted that 
he might ſtudy the nature of the propoſed clauſes, but after confeſ- 
ſing his ignorance of them, he proceeded to inveigh againſt the pre- 
dileQion they ſhewed for the mercantile intereſt, to the prejudice of 
the landed gentry. Indeed the honourable gentleman's diffidence 
ſcemed to be as ſhort-lived as the patriotiſm of the city ; for he muſt 
have recovered from, or relapſedin to his nature, for the ſake of indulg- 
ing in an invective againſt the commercial intereſt, though they little 
deſerved it, as at their expreſs deſire they came forward to contri- 
bate their full ſnare. Had he not been deprived of an opportunity 
yeſterday by there being no Houſe, he would have then brought for- 
ward the regulations he now propoſed ; but from information he 
had reccived this morning, and from the delay that was afforded 
him, he was happy to ſay that he could now bring them forward in 
a more regular and better digeſted ſtate, which perhaps he could not 
have done with equal effect yeſterday. He could not fee that this 
was a moment for reporting progreſs ; on the contrary, he thought 
the belt way was now to go into the elauſes. The new clauſes 
might then be as open tor diſcuſſion, as thoſe now printed. It was 
indeed his intention that the bill ſhould be reprinted, but it was alſo 
his with that no time ſhould be loſt, but that the diſcuſſion might 
take place oa the report. | 

Mr. TIERNEY, in explanation, ſaid, that it were as well that 
the right honourable gentleman bad not mentioned the circumſtance 
of there being no Honſe yeſterday. Thoſe who were in ſuch a 
hurry to paſs the bill before the Chriſtmas holidays, ſhould doubt- 
leſs have been in their places at four o'clock, while thoſe who op- 
poled that hurry night be permitted to come down a few minutes 
after; only thirty-ſix gentlemen however thought proper to attend 
on a buſineſs of ſuch weighty importance, and which they pretended 
ſhould be carried into effect without delay. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON begged leave to ſay a word 
in ſupport of his conſiſtency, which he truſted was as evident as 
that of the honourable gentleman, (Mr. Tierney). All he had 
ſaid was, that he and bis conſtituents approved the principle of the 
bill, but that he had ſtrong objections to particular parts of it, which 
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he truſted would be done away, as he felt particular ſatisfaction at 
the explanation given by the right honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; in all this he hoped he was perfectly conſiſtent. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE was of opinion that the ſevere animad- 
verſions of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney), on thoſe whom 
he thought ſhould not have failed in making a Houſe, could be in- 
tended only to injure the character of Parliament. 

Mr. WIGLEY called to order, and ſaid, that theſe hf 
were foreign to the buſineſs before the Committee. 

Lord HAWKESBURY alſo called to order, and wiſhed to - 
know what was the queſtion before the Houſe ? | 1 
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The CHAIRMAN faid, there was no queſtion before the Com- bt 1 
mittee, but he was now going to read the elauſes. 1 q ; 
Sir W. PULTENEY contended that the regulations now pro- a 4 
poſed in favour of commercial men put the bill altogether in a new 1 ? 


— 


light ; it was not, therefore, wrong to enter upon the diſcuſſion of 
it, when its whole ſyſtem and tenor ſeemed to be changed. 

Mr. WIGLEY rofe and contended, that this clauſe ought to 
be poſtponed ; on which a converſation aroſe on the point of order, 
when it was decided, that it was neceſſary, in the firſt place, to diſ- 
poſe regularly of the clauſes of the bill. 

Upon the clauſe for regulating the ſanctions of ſurveyor, Mr. 
Tierney ſuggeſted, that the Commiſſioners ſhould have the power 
of diſcharging him, in caſes where he was officious and oppreſſive 
in his ſurcharges. It had happened laſt year, in the county of Lin- 
coln, that a ſurveyor had occaſioned much vexation and trouble by 
ſurcharges, which were afterwards all diſcharged by the Com- 
miſſioners. 

Lord HAW KESBURY ſaid, that the very cafe alluded to, 
proved, that if ſuch an abuſe exiſted, there already was a diſpoſi- 
tion to correct it. The ſurveyor in the county of Lincoln was 
refuſed. 

To a queſtion, whether the Commiſſioners were to be paid 
for their trouble? The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid they 
* not. 

An amendment was likewiſe 3 to the clauſe reſpecting the 
pow ers of the ſurveyor, by which the Commiſſioners / are left to 
judge, whether they are to proceed to iſſue any precept upon the 
ſurcharge made by the ſurveyor; and to conſider and to examine 
the reaſons he had for making it, and decide aceordingly. 

5 Upon this point ſome converſation. took place between Sir Wil- 
liam Pulteney and the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The for- 
mer faid, that the amendment now propoſed, had made very mate- 


£3 
3 
N 


ä 
$0063 eee 2 


- 7 3* _ I, 
h g a A 
— —— 5 
. — 4 wah 


* — — 5 
7 * - A 
F EXD WE * 
— x 


nr F " 
k — 0 — 
„ — 2 3 — E ＋ {ms Rs — 
. * * * 2 by - > OP 1 
nw Roa : / 
-- 47 DOIN OI "I" F1 
1 
® bs 


* « = ＋ » 4 . * «27 
- ' £7 ES 5 

— Is _ CZ — — 

— * — —— —yL„—ö — — — — 

5 — ly x 

. - A © % x (a n 

— & * * 2 . 67 of 

= * e 1 4 Lo 

* 6 5 e 3 33 


31 5 a PARLIAMENTARY [Commons. 


rial alterations in the bill; when in its original tate, it conferred a 
very dangerous and oppreſſive power on the ſurveyor, to haraſs any 
perſon he choſe, by calling upon him by a furcharge, to give a ſtate. 
ment of his affairs. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that if ſuch an alteration (certainly 
material, but perfectly conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the meaſure) had 
reconciled the honourable Baronet to the bill, how could he juſtify 
the inflammatory language he had uſed reſpecting it, when he aid 
it applied whips and ſeourges to the people of this country:? 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, he wanted none of the 
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right honourable gentleman's aſſiſtance to defend his conſiſteney. Mr. 
He was not prepared to retract a word of what he had faid of the to other 
bill in the ſhape it was firſt brought forward. had pre 
Mr. WIGLEY oppoſed that part of the bill which empowered Her 
the Commiſſioners to call for a ſchedule with a detailed ſtatement date at 
of a man's circumſtances. read in 
Mr. TIERNE likewiſe oppoſed this clauſe. He faid, that Mr. 
before ſuch violent means were uſed, the right honourable gentle. ſent 
man might try what mildneſs would do. Even laſt year's experi- Engliſt 
ment might induce him to do this ; for although there might have ame to 
been evaſion, yet a great part of the ſum eſtimated had been ob- Mr. 
tained. It would be better to try to raiſe even a part of this ſum to dra 
without calling for ſuch diſcloſure. amin! 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that to do what the honourable it was 
gentleman recommended, would be to enable thoſe who were un- the He 
willing to contribute to eſcape, while it would lay the burden on Whet! 
thoſe who in other caſes had evinced a diſpoſition to contribute” to to any 
the public exigencies. ure or 
The Committee then divided upon the clauſe enabling the Com preſs, 
miſſioners to call for the diſcloſure— he wif 
bl For the clauſe, 80; Apainſt it, 4. to be 
þ On the clauſe which provides that an appeal ſhall be allowed gallery 
5 from the deciſion of the Commiſſioners to other Commiſſioners, how © 


and that the appeal ſhall be allowed to the ſurveyor, as well as to had b 
the perſon charged, a debate aroſe, in which the Chancellor of the port. © 


Exchequer, the Solicitor General, Mr. Simeon, Mr. Percival and Which 
others, ſupported the clauſe, and conſidered it as only a queſtion like ation 
of civil ſuit, and granting a new trial; and Mr. Tierney, Mr. public 


Wigley, and Sir W. Geary oppoſed it, and conſidered the allow- cuſſio 
ance of appeal to the ſurveyor, like giving an accuſer the power of ſerioy 
having 2 a man tried a ſecond time for a crime of which he had becn lure « 

" "Ae quitced ; for although, in ſtrictneſs of language, it was not à breve 
crime that a man was accuſed of when he was charged with having 


t 
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q gven in a falſe account of his income ; yet, as it involved his cha- 

50 ner as a man of honour or of morality, the charge partook of the 
J 


nature of a criminal charge. 
The Committee divided— . 
For the appeal, 59; Againſt it, . 


-” The Houſe being reſumed, progreſs was reported, and leave was 
fy riven for the Chairman to fit again the following day. 
aid BD 
Thurſday, December 20. 
the : 
ey, Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that before the Houſe proceeded 
the to other buſineſs, it was his with to bring forward a matter which 
had preſſed with a conſiderable degree of weight upon his mind. 
Ted Here the Uſher of the Black Rod came to demand the imme- 
ent date attendance of the Houſe, to hear His Majeſty's commiſſion 
read in the Houſe of Peers. | 
hat Mr. SPEAKER, upon his return, reported, that His Majeſty's 
tle- ſent was given by commiſſion to the bill authorizing regiments of 
eri- Engliſh militia to continue their farther ſervices in Ireland, for a 
ave time to be limited, and to ſeveral other public and private bills. 
ob- Mr. WILBERFORCE then proceeded. He faid he wiſhed 
um to draw the attention of the Houſe to a ſubje& which had once and 


gain forced itſelf upon his mind, and been much in his thoughts; 
it was a ſubject which nearly concerned the character and dignity of 
the Houſe of Commons, and of every individual Member in it. 
Whether the matter which he meant to bring forward would lead 
toany motion, or farther meaſures, muſt depend in a great mea- 
ure on the ſentiments and wiſhes which other gentlemen might ex- 
preſs, and the reception which the Houſe would give to the remarks 
he wiſhed to throw out. Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, it was well known 
to be a ſtanding order of the Houſe to exclude ſtrangers from the 


wed gallery, but this order had not been rigorouſly enforced ; and ſome 
ers, how or other, by the admiſſion of ſtrangers, or otherwiſe, ſtatements 
s to had been made, even in the public newſpapers, ſaid to be the re- 
the port of what paſſed within that Houſe, but, in various inſtances 
and which had come within his knowledge, they had given miſrepreſen- 
like ations, and with an evident tendency to prevent and prejudice. the 
Mr. public mind againſt the deliberations-of Parliament, during the diſ- 
ow- cuſſion of important meaſures. It became the Houſe, therefore, 
x of ſeriouſly to conſider whethef it was not high time to take ſome mea- 
deen lure calculated to meet the evil of which he complained, and to 
ot a event the miſrepreſentation of gentlemen's ſpeeches, tending 
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both to pervert the public mind, and to prejudice Members in the 
opinion of their conſtituents. For his own part, he entertained 
little doubt that the object of ſome of thoſe parliamentary reports 
to which he referred, was to aim a blow at the Conſtitution, by 
means of an attack on the Houſe of Commons and its Members. 

If it was merely the caſe of an individual vho had been thus 
injured, or of himſelf in particular, he confeſſed he ſhould not 
think he acted with becoming propriety in taking up the time and 
attention of the Houſe, by preſſing this matter upon their conſider. 
ation : but, for his part, he had thought for years. paſt that there had 
exiſted a ſtudied and wilful deſign to miſreprefent, and even vilify 
the Members and proceedings of this Houſe. , He, for one, had 
been told, when in the country, that he had bath ſpoken and voted 
differently from what he had done ; at the ſame time he had the 
ſatisfaction to know, that any attempts of that kind, with reſpe 
to his ſentiments or character, had not been ſucceſsful—and he 
truſted that he ſtood as fair as ever in the eſteem of his conſtituents, 
But the ſubject to which he alluded applied to the character of 
every incividual Member ; and he would repeat it, that he had 
heard perſons in the country again and again, expreſs themſelves 
with aſtoniſhment at the ſpeeches and votes of Individual Mem- 
bers, to which they had been led by the miſrepreſentations which 
had gone forth in the public papers. Some of thoſe vehicles had 
contented themſelves merely with ſtating, that ſome honourable 
Member had made a very able or eloquent ſpeech, whilſt the ſpeech 
of another, in oppoſition to it, had been given at great length ; the 
evident deſign of this was to bias the public mind againſt their con- 
ſtituents. An evil of ſuch magnitude was ſuch as he thought 
ſhould be remedied ſome way or other. He could not but be 
anxious, not only that his character, but that alſo of every honour- 
able gentleman within theſe walls ſhould be repreſented fairly. 
He was afraid that the miſrepreſentation of the proceedings of 
that Houſe were wilfully given with a view to lower and ſtigmatize 
the Houſe of Commons, its Members and proceedings. There 
never <xiſted a time which diſcovered more evidently than the yre- 
ſent, a deſign to aim a blow at the Conſtitution through the me- 
dium of an attack upon Parliament. He was far from objcQing, 
nay he was willing and deſirous that every thing tranſacted withia 
that Houſe ſhould be fairly repreſented ; but if it was found im- 
poſſible to have this account fairly given, and that they could not 
adopt any meaſure to ſecure themſelves from ſuch attacks, it would 
then become matter for ſerious conſideration whether the Houle 
ſhould not ſay, either that what paſſed there ſhould be fairly ſtated 
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or not at all, On the one hand, he was unwilling, with a view of 
preventing miſrepreſentation, to ſhut up the door againſt all ſtran- 
gers, and on the other, he was deſirous to have a fair ſtatement of 
the proceedings of the Houſe. He was undetermined whether he 
ſhould make any motion on the ſubject, but he ſhould conſider of it, 
and whether an inereaſing evil did not call for a ſpecial remedy. 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that what particularly induced him to ſtate 
this matter at preſent, was in conſequence of a remark lately made 
by an honourable Member (Mr. Tierney), that on Tueſday laſt there 
were not above 36 Members met at four o'clock to carry through 
the new tax upon income, and from thence it was inferred that 
thoſe who were for the bill were not very anxious in its ſupport, 
He knew what effects ſuch ſtatements were likely to produce, from 
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the venom of ſimilar remarks formerly, which had diffuſed them- 


ſelves through the community, and had produced very injurious 
conſequences. He thought it therefore important to the character 
of Parliament that it ſhould be known, that the reverſe of this 
ſtatement was the fact, and that it was becauſe gentlemen were 
anxious and zealous in favour of this meaſure of finance, that they 
were not preſent before four o'clock ; gentlemen generally came 
early when they meant to go away early; but, when they expected 
2 late night, and intended to continue to the end of the buſineſs, it 
was uſual for them to dine firſt, and finiſh the buſineſs of the day 
before they came down to the Houſe ; ſo that on "Tueſday laſt, it was 
becauſe they meant to attend the progreſs of the bill through the 
Committee that many gentlemen did not come to the Houſe till a 
litle after four o'clock. 

He had thought proper, particularly, to notice + this circumſtance, 
becauſe it was one, owing to which the character of the Houſe had 
been maliciouſly traduced. It was for the Houſe to conſider what 
ſteps ſhould be taken to remedy the evil of which he complained ; 
as to himſelf, he had felt it a matter of the utmoſt importance to 
make the obſervations he had juft thrown out. 

No Member having ariſen to ſay a word on the ſubject of Mr. 
Wilberforce's obſervations, the matter dropped of courſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the circumſtances which at 
firſt rendered it neceſſary to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act ſtill 
made the continuance of this ſuſpenſion ſo forcible as to prevent his 
enlarging on the ſubject, he would move, therefore, that leave be 
given to bring in a bill to continue the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act for a time to be limited. 

Leave being given, Mr. Chancellor Pitt brought up the bill, 
vor. VII. Tt 
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which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time 


to-morrow. 
Mr. WIGLEY wiſhed a regulation to be introduced in the 


that they might be allowed to enter, although they had not ſerved 
five years to the attorney with whom they were firſt articled, pro- 
vided they had, with the conſent of that attorney, ſerved ve years 
to another. 

Mr. ROSE did not ſee that, this propoſition | came within the 
meaning and deſign of the indemnity, bill : he thought it better to 
be made the matter of a ſeparate, bill, 

Mr. WIGLEY fajd, that Undoubtedly it was an indemnity 
with regard to them; for, owing to a miſtake of an act of Parlia- 
ment, or through inadvertence; ſeveral gentlemen had ſerved part of 
their tins to another attorney, although with the coneurrence of the 
gentlemen to whom they were firſt articled. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought it unfit that things of ſo diffe- 
rent a deſcription ſhould be 8. together, and that it would be 
wiſer that, adopting this regulation, it be an inſtruction to the Com- 
mittee to divide the other matters introduced into the Indemnity 
Bill, and chat this clauſe ſhould be added to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid that there was a propriety in the remark, 
that different matters ſhould not be introduced into one bill; he 
thought, therefore, that it ſhould t be an inſtruction to the Come 
to divide the Indemnity Bill, and to confine the bill itſelf to thoſe 
who have neglected to qualify according to che Corporation Act. 
Mr. WIGLEY explained. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid he wiſhed to divide all that had 
been introduced i into the bill 1 relative to'the ſtamp duties, and to con- 
fine it to what related to the 8 c Teſt and Corporation Acts, which was 
a matter of public national policy. 

Mr. WIGLEY then, 19 0 that it be an inſtruction to the 
Committee to receive a clauſe, '* "enabling the Judges to admit 
perſons as Atiornics who have not ferved five years to the Attornies 
to whom they were articled,  Hroviged they have ſerved five years 
to ſome other Attorney.“ 

Mr. Ct ancellor PITT” moved, that it be an inſtruction to the 
ſaid orrittee, that | "they have power to divide the Indemnity 
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mittee for the farther conſideration of the Income Duty Bill— 
Mr. Smith in the chair. 


clauſe which reſpected the qualification of attorney's clerks, and 


The - Hou e then procceded to the order of the day for the Com- 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT propoſed a clauſe, purporting, that where 
a perſon delivered in a ſchedule upon oath before the Commiſ- 
fioners, that the inſpector or ſurveyor ſhould not have power in 
ſuch a caſe to make an appeal to. the Commiſſioners of Appeal, pro- 
vided the firſt Commiſſioners were ſatisfied. | 

Mr. WILBERFORCE doubted whether this conceſſion was 
not more favourable to the individual than to the public. He 
thought if no appeal from the firſt Commiſſioners by the Surveyor 
was allowed, that this would rather tend to cauſe the ſchedule of 
income to be more frequently called for. 

Colonel MARK WOOD thought, that in caſes where the Sur- 
veyors could not ſubſtantiate the grounds of an. appeal | to the 
Commiſſioners, that they ſhould be liable to all the expences of 
ſuch appcal. BEES. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL objected to this, and ob- 
ſerved, that it was more likely that individuals would act diſhoneſtly 
than that ſurveyors would act vexatiouſly. He hoped, the Houſe 
would do its duty, and ſee that the tax be impoſed juſtly and equally, 
and not give way to a falſe tenderneſs or to elamour, and to the ten- 
dency of thoſe ſpeeches, which had for their only object, to make 
this tax unpopular. He wiſhed, Wee the clauſe, as it now 
ſtood, might not be expunged. 

Mr. I. HAWKINS BROWNE was, To opinion, that chere 
ſhould be an appeal from the firſt Commiſſioners to the Commiſ- 
loners of Appeal, and that, not only, on the behalf of the ind1- 
vidual, but of the public. He thoupht : an Tnſpector, i in the lawful 
execution of his duty, deſerved encouragement rather, [ diſcou- 
ragement ; he therefore muſt object ta the idea of his being obliged 
to pay the coſts of an appeal, if that appeal ſhould be unſucceſsful ; 
and he was of opinion that there ſhould, be an appeal, in certain 


IL Ja 1 


caſes, from the firſt to the ſecond ſet of Commiſſioners. : 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, the right honourable gentleman's amend- 
ment of the clauſe did not do away ! is objection to the Surveyor's 
having any right to make an appeal after the firſt Commiſſioners 
had decided on the tax to be paid.” He felt himſelf bound to op- 


poſe the bill in all its parts. He Arfiedt what he ſtiled the coarſe 


* 


inſinuation of the honourable | gentleman (t (the Sglicitor -General), | 


that he was courting popularity. Were that his objedt, the moſt 
dextrous courſe he could take, would be for him not tol interfere at 
all. But he was not ſorry he had interfered as he had done ; for 
what had been the conſequence? He had brovght the right ho- 


nourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to his ſenſes; ; and he now ſaw the 


neceſſity of introducing conceſſions, alterations, and, amendments. 
1 | 
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So far from being deterred from doing his duty by any ſuch impu- 
tations, he found encouragement from what he had ſeen to-day, to 
perſevere in making ſuch remarks as was his duty. 

The right honourable D. RYEER. faid, if any thing could in. 
duce him to oppoſe any modifications introduced after mature deli. 
berations, it would be ſuch affronting infinuations as thoſe of the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Tiernev), of his having brought his 
right honourable friend to his ſenſes. By ſuch language he was 
throwing the ſtrongeſt temptations in the way of friends to the bill 
attending to modifications, to be told that they are brought to their 
ſenſes, if either by any change of opinion, or acquieſcence in the 
opinions of others, they propoſed any modifications. With regard 
to the amendment, he was of opinion, that even though no appeal 
was allowed from the firſt Commiſſioners, after giving in a 
ſtatement of income upon oath, yet there ſhould be liberty of re- 
ference to the Judges, as the dernier reſort in ſuch caſes. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that the honourable gentleman 
had ſaid, that every modification propoſed was to him and his friends 
fo much clear gain; whilſt he had told the Houſe that he was 
againſt the whole bill, and that every modification was a weakening 
of the effect of the bill. As to the honourable gentleman's idea of 
clear gain by ſuch modifications, he was in hopes he would be diſ- 
appointed ; but he evidently ſaw that the honourable gentleman was 
willing to heap upon the bill every degree of obloquy : but, per- 
haps, although contrary to his real intention, he might, by his op- 
poſition and ſpeeches ſuggeſt ſome things which might tend upon 
the whole to make the bill more effectual in its operations; and 
he (Mr. Pirt) owned, that this was the chief revenge which he 
wiſhed to be gratified in. He had had occaſion to ſee a great many 
fimilar inſtances, when nothing had given more mortification and 
regret to thoſe gentlemen, than when they found that the objections 
which they had thrown out had produced the tendency of ſtrenęth- 
ening a meaſure entirely the reverſe of what they had intended. The 
honourable gentleman had talked of acquiring popularity by not 
interfering at all; he wiſhed to know from what quarter he ex- 
pected it? Would it, he would aſk, be a recommendation to the 
People of England, and the beſt road to popularity, for the ho- 
nourable gentleman to ſay, * I have been preſent at the diſcuſſion 
of a great meaſure ; and I have withheld my opinion, either whe- 
ther the meaſure was oppreſſive, odious, or practicable, which I 
could at the fame time have oppoſed, and, perhaps, with ſucceſs?” 
The honourable gentleman had taken to himſelf the merit of ever) 
amendment, by indirectly ſaying, * this is owing to what I have 
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faid againft the bill.” He could not avoid remarking, that he had 
not heard from that honourable gentleman, or any other of his 


friends in Oppoſition, any remedy propoſed to any objectionable 


cauſe. He rather ſuppoſed that they had ſtudiouſly abſtained from 
any ſuggeſtion which, as they thought, could produce a remedy. 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt denied that the amendment he had pro- 


ſtood. 

After Mr. Yaihe: Mr. Vanſittart, and ache had ſpoken, the 
cauſe, with Mr. Chancellor Pi:t's amendment, was carried without 
a diviſion. 

Some farther clauſes and proviſions of the bill, with ſome amend- 
ments made thereto, were then agreed to by the Committee. 

That part of the ſchedule of the bill being read, which went to 
provide for the payment of a certain portion of income arifing from 
lands occupied by the owners theredf, it was propoſed by the rule, in 
fuck part of the ſchedule, that, in eſtimating the annual value of 
theſe lands, &c. the ſame, in no caſe, ſhould be taken or reduced 
to Jeſs than the amount of one and a quarter year's rent, according 
to the rate at which ſuch lands are warihß 79 be let by the 
year, &c. 

This proviſion it was propoſed to amend, by the ſopporers of 
the bill, by adding, or rated at higher than a year and a half.” 

The general principle of the rule in inereaſing the eſtimate be- 
yond the bare yearly rent, met with a ſtrong oppoſition from 
ſeveral 3 and a deſultory converſation of ſome length 
enſued. 

Mr. Chis PITT defended the 1 as Fe propoſed 
in the ſchedule, and the amendment, with his accuſtomed ability. 
It was intended, he ſaid, that a diſcretionary power ſhould be veſted 
in the Commiſſioners, to vary their calculations, according to cir- 
cumſtances, from a year and a quarter, to a year and a half's rent ; 
by this mode, the beſt under. all the circumſtances of the caſe that 
could poſſibly be ſtruck out, the individual could be i in no danger of 
being aggrieved, or the public of ſuffering. 


Mr. WIGLEY ſpoke ſhortly in difapprobation of fixing 1 the 


minimum in ſuch a manner. | 

Mr. ELLISON contended for the difficulties which IN con- 
ceived the Commiſſioners would labour, under ſuch vague: ; and in- 
definite rules for their conduc. He was confident: that, in ſome 
caſes, they muſt be at a loſs how to act. He alſo begged Gimply to 
be informed how Commiſſioners could calculate, with any degree of 
preciſion, the value of lands ſo occupied, 


poſed was any n. from the ſpirit of the clauſe as it originally 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT acknowledged the difficulty of aſcertain. 
ing preciſely the annual value of ſuch lands ; but there were a va. 
riety of circumſtances to guide the aſſeſſors—as the nature of the 
land itfelf, whether it was arable, or paſture, or what particular 
ſpecies it might be, the mode of cultivating the land by the ocey. 
pier, whether with a view to profit or to pleaſure ; the opinion «: 
perſons of repute in the neighbourhood, reſpecting the real valus gt 
the land. In ſhort, a variety of other ways, perfectly known 1 to 
perſons more converſant in theſe affairs than he could be ex; 
to be. 

Mr. BURTON and Mr. Oi a ne 64 ENERAL de. 
fended the rule and the amendment at ſome ! 

Some farther * being made to theic, "by pentlemen ve 
oppoſed the- bill, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T contended, that the made pron 
the amendment, of allowing the Commilitoners - , 
power of varying their caleulations according o eu,. | 
a year and a quarter's rent as fur as a year and a half, wou we 
found infinitely preferable on expericnce, to tying ihe Commiſiioners 
down tc a fixed limitation, or unitorin ſtandard, as preſled by gen- 
tlemen oppatite to hit. | 

The Committee divided, when there appeared, in favour of the 
rule amended as above, 48, Again{t it, 32. Majority, 16. 

Mr. Chancellor. PII T obferved, that on account of the length 
of the ſchedule, and the variety ef amendments which were propoſed 
to be offered, it would be impoſſible to get through the bill at any 
reaſonable: hour that right. He therefore ſubmitted, whether it 
would not be the better May to direct the nnn to report pro- 
gręſs, and aſk leave to fit again! n DA) 

Mr. BAKER took the opportaniry to aſk, ak were the right 
honourable gentleman's intentions with wed to the arrangement 
of che future progreſs of.the bilþ2! > D110 | 

Mr. Chanecllor PITT replied, that cos to ebe e a 
meaſure of ſo great importance, with all reaſonable diſpatch, his 
wiſhes were directed to theaccommodationiof the Houſe. He ima- 
gined, that with a reference te the enſuing receſs, gentlemen would 
wiſh rather to be detained a little! longer than uſual in town, even at 
this ſeaſon of the year, than, have an opportunity of viſiting their 
country ſcats, and partaking of domeſtie enjoyments there, for a very 
ſhort period, which muſt be the caſe, were the completion of the 
meaſure deferted until after the holidays. He had hoped the bill 


pow ed 


would have been perfectly gone through that night, in which caſe 


the whole, with the amendments, might have been printed without 
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delay, given out to the Members, and the general ſubject taken into 
farther conſideration on Monday next. His wiſhes were, however, 
2s he already ſtated, keeping in view every reaſonable diſpatch to a 
meaſure. of ſuch importance, directed to the accommodation of gen- 
tlemen on theſe points. 

A converſation reſpecting the future arrangement of the progreſs 
of the bill, between Meſſrs. Baker, Pierrepoint, Tierney, Bragge, 
H. Browne, and Mr. Chancellor Pitt, then took place: the general 
reſult of which was, that the remainder of the bill, with the amend- 
ments, ſhould be gone through to-morrow night; the report received, 
pro forma, that the whole ſhould be printed,. and delivered to the 
Members, with as little delay as poſſible, and the report taken into 
farther conſideration on Wedneſday next. | 


DEBATES. 327 


The Chairman left the chair, and, on the reſumption of the 
Houſe, reported progreſs, and the Committee was ordered to ſit 


again to-morrow. 


Friday, December 21. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the In- 
demnity Bill, Mr. Roſe in the chair, 

Mr. SPEAKER ſtated, that he had jecked into the nature and 
practice of indemnity bills with great care fince laſt evening, and 
was convinced, by the reſult of his inquiry, that it would be much 
more perſpicuous and convenient, that all objects of the ſame. im- 
port ſhould be included in one bill: it would afford a clearer fort 
of relief, and would operate better for the protection of the ſubject, 


and the ſecurity of the revenue. He therefore recommended, that 
the Committee would not avail itſelf of the leave given them to 


divide the bill into two, but comprehend all the clauſes under one 


bill. He conceived it would be the hes mode of preventing miſ- 


takes and miſconception. | -//7 ,\»1 
Mr. WIGLEY concurred pouches opinion ; 1 which ſeveral 
clauſes were received, granting indemnities to attornies' apprentices, 


whoſe indentures had not been, ſtamped ; to attornies who had not 


been able to enter their certificates in the different Courts, &c. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT. moved the ſecond reading of the bill for- 


en-inving the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act. 


TTERNEY obſerved, that when the bill for ſuſpending: the! 


Corpus Act was introduced in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
| vere Rated for adopting: it. This was not the cafe with 
nt bill, for the bringing forward of which no reaſon what- 
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ever had been aſſigned. Indeed he was at a loſs to concei ve what 
reaſon could be urged for continuing this meaſure. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman had not thought proper to mention any: per- 
haps he thought the motives which ought to induce the Houuſe to 
agree to the bill were ſo obvious, that it was unneceſſary to point 
them out. To him, however, they were not obvious ; and until 
he heard ſome ſolid grounds ſtated for the meaſure, he muſt be ex. 
cuſed if he withheld his aſſent from the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he had ſtated yeſterday, when he 
moved for leave to bring in the bill, that the motives which induced 
the Houſe to adopt this meaſure laſt ſeſſion ſtill exiſted, at leaft the 
ſituation of public affairs was ſuch as to demonſtrate the policy and 
neceſſity of continuing it. This, he believed, was too obvious to 
require any illuſtration ; but he muſt obſerve, that he neither was 
now, nor ever could at any other time be, at a loſs to ſtate reaſons 
which, he was convinced, were more than ſufficient to induce the 
Houſe to continue the ſuſpenſion. 

Mr. COURTENAY faid, he ſhould take the liberty of ſtating 
a few words upon the queſtion before the Houſe. * Every Mem- 
ber in that Houſe,” he obſerved, © muſt venerate a law which ſe⸗ 
cured the perſonal liberty of Engliſhmen—a law which every po- 
litical writer has made the ſubject of his higheſt eulogium, and 
which has contributed ſo much to the proſperity and happineſs of 
Great Britain. It is needleſs for me to urge to the Houſe, that 
this great bulwark of Britiſh Liberty ought to be touched with a 
delicate hand, and that nothing but the moſt obvious neceſſity ſhould 
be pleaded in excuſe for its ſuſpenſion. I cannot, therefore, give 
my aſſent to a meaſure, the object of which is to deprive the people, 
for a till longer period, of one of the greateſt bleſſings handed down 
to them by their anceſtors, which, while it is allowed to operate, 
affords perſonal protection to every individual, and which at one 
time rendered the liberties of this country paramount to thoſe of any 
other country upon earth. 

Me muſt admire,” ſays an elegant and philoſophical writer, 
Mr. Ferguſon, as the key ſtone of civil liberty, the ſtatute which 
forces the ſecrets of every priſon to be revealed, the cauſe of every 
commitment to be declared, and the perſon of the accuſed to be 
produced, that he may claim his enlargement or his trial within 2 
limited time. No wiſer form were ever oppoſed to the abuſes of 
power.” It is upon an inſtitution like this that thoſe Stateſmen 
who wiſh to ſubvert liberty will naturally commence their attacks. 


It has often been aſſailed, and, as the ſame author well obſerves, 


"oy requires a fabric no leſs than the whole political Conſtitution 
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of Great Britain, a ſpirit no leſs than the turbulent and refractory 
zeal of this fortunate people to ſecure its effects.“ I am much 
afraid that this turbulent ſpirit no longer exiſts : if it had, the 
honourable gentleman would not have hen ſo ſucceſsful in this 
meaſure. 


But let us look at the effe&s which the ſuſpenſion of this act has: 


produced. A number of perſons were arrcſted laſt year, I believe, 
not leſs than ſeventy or eighty : Has there not been time to bring 


them to a trial? To have arraigned and convicted theſe perſons 


would, in my opinion, have been the beſt reaſon that could be urged 
for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act. Two 
terms have, however, elapſed without an attempt being made to try 
one of the perſons who have been confined in conſequence of the 
extraordinary powers given to the Executive Government. I ſhould 
be glad to know what reaſon can be aſſigned for continuing this 
power any longer in the hands of His Majeſty's Miniſters. Has 
there lately exiſted any ſymptoms of rebellion, or have any inſur- 
rections taken place in any quarter of the country? On the con- 
trary, I believe the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me can- 
not point out any period fince the Revolution, when more loyalty 
and more attachment to the Government was diſplayed than at 
preſent. It ſurely will not be pretended that we have now any 
thing to fear from invaſion. The fleets of the enemy have been 
deſtroyed, and the country is covered with ſoldiers: I believe we 
have not leſs than between 2 and 300,000 men in arms. Now, 
under all theſe circumſtances, protected by ſuch a force, and by the 
general diſpoſition of the people, no appearance of any attempt to 
diſturb the internal tranquillity of the country, and ſecured againſt 
all dangers from without, why continue to ſuſpend an 2 upon 
which the liberty of the ſubject depends? 

There is another reaſon I ſhall ſtate to the Houſe why I think 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas- Corpus Act ought to ceaſe, and I ſtate 
it upon good information. Indeed, if I did not think that I had 
important information to give, I ſhould not trouble the Houſe with 


any remarks on the ſubject. Was it not for this conſideration, I 1 


ſhould not have preſumed to hold up my faint and glimmering 
ruſh-light, when the great and ſplendid luminary of Oppaſition is 
withdrawn. The reaſon is this ; the perſons impriſoned under the 
act, which it is now propoſed you ſhould continue, are moſt cruelly 
uled. I do not aſſert this from hearfay, but from my own perfonal 
obſervation. Having heard a great many reports reſpecling their 


lituation, T reſol ved to go and ſee them, and inquire into the fact. 


An. honourable friend of mine (Sir F. Burdett) was rather cava- 
Vor, Uu 
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lierly treated when he hinted at the ſituation in which theſe unfortu- 
nate men were placed, and I was reſolved to aſcertain the true 
Rate of the queſtion. I procured an order from a Magiſtrate, and 
I went to ſee the priſon, in company with my honourable friend and 
another gentleman, who is not a Member of this Houſe, but who 
is diſtinguiſhed by his humanity, and by relieving many diſtreſſed 
families of perſons impriſoned under this act, on the information 
of ſpies. But I fhall make no invidious obſervations on this 
ſubject. I ought to recollect, that I lately (in a 0 Court of 
Juſtice) heard an eulogium pronounced on ſpies and informers — 
who were hailed as the guardians of the State —as the tutelary deities 
of the Conſtitution. If they betrayed their former affociates, trea- 
ſon was ſublimed into loyalty, and treachery into. virtue, .as if poiſcn 
could be medicated by additional venom. 

I went to viſit the priſon, and J muſt confeſs: that I ſound the 
reports that had reached me, of the ſituation of the perfons under 
confinement, liad been exaggerated - A cry of Hear ! Hear!“ 
Yes, they were exaggerated ; for had they been true, the cruelties ex- 
erciſed in this priſon would have far exceeded any oppreſſion that 
ever was committed under the horrible tyranny. of Roberſpierre, 
Still, however, I muſt ſay, that their ſituation was extremely 
wretched, and the manner in which they were treated unexampled 
in ſeverity and rigour. I found them without fire and without 
candle - denied every kind.of ſoeiety - expoſed to the cold and rain, 
which in that inclement. ſeaſon (it was about a month ago) entered 
by the iron bars of their cells—only allowed to breath the air out of 
their cells for about an hour denied every comfort, every innocent 
amuſement—excluded from all. intercourſe with each other, and 
each night locked up from all the reſt of the world; Now I appeal 
to the gentlemen who hear me, whether they. could have imagined 
that ſuch a practice exiſted in, this, country, and whether they think 
that there was any neceſlug for 4reating State Priſoners in this 
manner. {+ 3: 117 

I do not believe that His. Majeſty's IJ Miniſters were privy to thoſe 
proceedings. I cannot ſuppoſe, that. the uſage, theſe unfortunate 
men experienced was knoyen to any perſon in Adminiſtration ; but 
the ſeverity they, experienced, was greater than I can deſeribe it, and 
ſuch as, for the ſake of humanity, and the honour of the country, I 
ſhould hope will not, again, be, permitted; Among the priſoners, | 
ſaw a gentleman, with whom Ig was acquainted above thirty years 
ago; an officer diſtinguiſhed in the, ſervice; and amiable in his 


character and manners — I. mean Colonel Deſpard. I am happy, 


however, to ſtate, that I underſtand his ſituation has fince been 
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ameliorated. I am told he has lately been put into a room with a 
fire; and this change, I am informed, he owes to the humane in- 
terference of Mr. John Reeves. Till the 25th of laſt month, he 
was confined in a ſolitary cell, where even his wife was not allowed 
to viſit him, though we were. Theſe cells are ſo cold, that at this 
ſeaſon of the year, it is ſcarce poſſible to exiſt in them. The cold 
may, in ſome degree, be tempered by cloſing the wooden ſhutters ; 
but if the unhappy priſoner wiſhes to be cheared by the air and the 
light of heaven, he muſt admit the rain and chilling blaſts of Winter 
at the ſame time: This uſage appeared to me ſo extraordinary, 
that I was at ſome trouble in inquiring of ſeveral gerftlemen, emi- 
nent in the profeſſion of the law, if ever they had known of ſuch 
practices in this country. They uniformly anſwered, that they never 
had heard of ſuch ſeverity-; that they conſidered the treatment I had 
deſeribed to be altogether unprecedented ; and that they could not 
imagine that any men were uſed in ſuch a manner in this country. 

I ſuppoſe it is ſcarcely neceſſary to inform the Houſe, that the 
priſon of which I have been ſpeaking is that which is commonly 
called the Baſtile. A cry of Hear] hear!” Do gentlemen doubt 
it? I can aſſure themnvtt is very well known by that name. When 
| took a coach in Oxford-road, in order to viſit the priſon, I de- 
ired the coachman to drive me to the Baſtile. Very well, Sir,” 
was the anſwer I received. Being curious to know whether he 
really underſtood the place I wanted to go to by this name, I ſaid 
* You know it then?“ „O yes, I know it—why every body 
knows the Baſtile in Cold Bath Fields.” Indeed it is not ſurpriſing 
that ſuch a name ſhould have been given to this priſon, for when 
another Baſtile formerly exiſted under a certain regular Government, 
which ſome gentlemen pretend very much to admire, State · Pri- 
ſoners were treated better there than they have been treated in this. 
Perhaps it may be inquired under whoſe direction this priſon is 
placed. I underſtand that ſome reverend gentlemen are among the 
Magiſtrates who manage it. Gentlemen of whom I do not mean 
to fpcak in any way reſembling terms of diſreſpet. I. dare ſay 
they act from the pureſt motives.” Perhaps they kindly ſubjected” 
tneſe priſoners to ſo much pain in this world, that the leſs puniſh- 
ment might be inflicted on them in the next. [A cry of © Hear! 
hear !] Well, if this motive does not'pleaſe gentlemen, I cannot 
lelp it. Let them aſſign a better if they can, and J ſhall give up 
lis; but J aſſure them it is the beſt I can think of. 

But it is not to perſons ſuſpected of ſtate crimes alone that the 
gour J have deſcribed is extended. Many other perſons, charged 
Wth offences of various deſcriptions, undergo the ſame treatment. A 
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man ſentenced to impriſonment for ſelling a pamphlet called the 
Rights of Citizenſhip, has been confined in one of theſe cells. His 
name is Smith. Now I ſhould be glad to know whether this is 
the mode in which a man convicted of a libel ought to be puniſhed, 
To be ſeparated from his family, and ſhut up in an ordinary gas], 
during the time of his ſentence, one would think a ſufficient execy- 
tion of the ſentence ; but under this regimen the culprit was not 
only prevented from exerciſing his induſtry to ſupport a wiſe and 
children, but his health is deſtroyed, and perhaps his mind deranged, 
for it would not be at all ſurprizing if perſons in ſuch a ſituation 
were afflicted with inſanity. I muſt not, however, omit to ſtate, 
that his poor man was ſome time ago, in conſequence of indiſpof- 
tion, removed from his cell, and placed in the fick ward, and, as 
the time of his impriſonment is nearly expired, and the ſending him 
back to his cell might occaſion a relapſe, he is, I underſtand, to be 
allowed to remain in the ſick-ward until he is diſcharged. I am 
happy to have an opportunity of noticing this act of humanity. The 
next perſon whoſe caſe I ſhall mention is that of a di ſorderly woman, 
as ſhe was called, that is, one of thoſe unfortunate creatures who 
walk the ſtreets. She was not convicted of any felony, but ſhe 
was confined in a cold damp cell. She was at the ſame time ill of 
that diſeaſe with which women of the town are pretty frequently 
afflicted. I leave it to the humanity of the Houſe, whether it was 
proper to place this poor unfortunate woman in a fituation, which, 
added to the virulence of her diſorder, was likely to endanger her 
life. In another diſmal cell I found a boy, confined there for diſ- 
obedience to his maſter, a puniſhment which I believe was never 
before heard of for an offence of the kind. 

Such were ſome of the ſpeQacles I witneſſed on this viſit. 1 
| have, however, no doubt that any abuſes which may exiſt will be 
corrected when they come to the knowledge of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſteis. Indeed I am informed, that the ſtate priſoners are now 
removed into a warm room, where they have free intercourſe with 
each other, and that they are rendered as comfortable as a ſituation 
of continement will admit; but what I have ſtated to the Houſe is 
ſufficient to ſhew that my honourable friend was not miſinformed 
when he hinted that the ſtate priſoners were improperly treated. For 
a complaint of this kind, I fincercly believe, there can only be 4 
foundation when the circumſtances are unknown to His Majeſty's 
Minifters. State priſoners are more particularly under their care, 
. fince they are confined in conſequence of warrants from the Secretary 
of State; ; there can, therefore, be no doubt but that Miniſters are 
defirous they ſhould not be treated with any unneceſſary ſevertty- 
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With regard to any farther arguments that I might be able to 
urge againſt the bill, as they would perhaps have little or no weight 
with the Houſe, I ſhall therefore forbear to ſtate them; but I can- 
not conclude without lamenting that an honourable gentleman, ce- 
lebrated for his humanity, has not viſited this priſon. I am con- 
vinced that honourable gentleman's principles of Vital Chri Mianily 
(principles which indeed I have read in his book) would have in- 
duced him to exert himſelf to ameliorate the condition of theſe un- 
happy people. I am certain, however, that rhe honourable gentle- 
man will not any longer ſuffer it to be ſaid by the unfortunate, 
J was, in priſon, and you viſited me not.” I wiſh the honour- 
able gentleman had been with me when I went to ſee this priſon, 
I am certain that his feelings would have been greatly affected, 
and then his eloquence in deſcribing them would have been much 
{uperior to any thing the Houſe has yet heard on the ſubject. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS obſerved, that the queſtion before the 
Houſe was, whether this bill ſhould now be read a ſecond time or 
not? The honourable gentleman who had juſt ſpoken had ſtated 
a number of facts, whether they were faithfully ſtated or not, they 
certainly had no earthly connection with the bill now before the 
Houſe. They related to the ſuppoſed bad conduct of this gaol, and 
they might as well be ſaid to be aimed at the ſuppoſed badneſs of 
gaols in general throughout this kingdom, but had nothing what- 


ever to do with the power which the Legiſlature had given to the 


Executive Government of this country, and to continue which for 
a limited time was the object of the bill now before the Houſe. 
From this view of the ſubject he was perfectly at liberty to draw 
this concluſion, that with all the humanity which the honourable 
gentleman had diſplayed to-night, he believed every particle of it 
would have remained at reſt if the bill now before the Houſe had 
not been moved; it was this bill that cauſed the honourable gen- 
tleman to ſummon up the humanity of the Houſe. If this bill 
had not appeared the humanity of the honourable gentleman would 


have repofed under a dead filence ; for if the cafe were otherwiſe, 


why did he not exhibit his complaint long ago ? The points which 


| he urged to-night having no earthly conneQion with the bill before 


the Houſe, might as well have been urged at any other time, or 
any other occafion, as the preſent. Indeed the matter was of ſuf- 
ficient importance to be brought forward ſpecifically if the honour- 
able gentleman ſhould think fit to do ſo. To all he had ſaid this 
night there was this general obſervation to be applied If there 
exiſtod any abuſe in the management of any of the gaols of this 
kingdom, there Was an ey remedy —there was not one of them 
I 
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that was not either under the care of a Sheriff or ſome Magiſtrate 
or other. If, therefore, the honoùrable gentleman was led from 
general humanity to pity the condition of all priſoners, or was led 
from ſympathy to deplore the condition of thoſe who were accuſed 
of ſedition, his courſe was to have gone to ſome Mogittrate with his 
complaint. If he thought, however, that the bad conduct of gaols 
was ſo general that no re medy could be effectual but a general mo- 
tion upon the ſubjeR in that Houſe, there was nothing to prevent 
the honourable gentleman from bringing forward any motion he 
ſhould think neceſſary upon 'the ſubject. If the honourable gen- 
tleman had any thing to orge againſt Government on account of 
the ſeparate . RAT of any Fe or on any other account, 
let the honourable gentleman make his accuſation, and then ſome 
one or other of His Majeſty' 8 Miniſters might, perhaps, endeavour 
to anſwer him; but it was ſurely not enough to throw out the bill 
which was now beſore the Houſe, that the honourable gentleman 
ſhould alledge that ſome priſoners, had been ill treated. The ho- 
nourable gentleman had given to the Houſe a facetious account of 
a hackney coachman, who might have learnt, from a, dialogue of 
two or three gentlemen whom he carried, to call this priſon a Baile. 
He dared to ſay that a ſhilling would fatisfy a hackney coachman 
that any priſon i in the kingdom ought to be called 4 Baſiile, pro- 
vided the gentleman who gave him that ſhilling ſhould be picaſed 
to call any priſon by that name. That appeared to him ta be the 
hiſtory of this fame witticiſm of the hackney coachmap who had the 
pleaſure of driving the honourable gentleman to the priſon in queſ- 
tion: but none of theſe ke were reaſons why the Houſe ſhould 
now withhold the power u. ich the Legiſlature had ſo recently 
thought wiſe to entruſt to Fxecuriye Government. -In order to 
ſhew that this meaſure ought not. to be now continued, the honour- 
able gentleman ſhould ſhew that there now, did not exiſt any trea- 
ſonable ſeditious ſpirit : any where re in this country. Did he wean 


iin 


A hp that he never had bs guilty of 0 e . had 
heard doctrine to that effect maintained in that Houſe, but he hoped 
he ſhould never hear 1 it again. It was not, howeyer, on the guilt 
of one or two individuals that this meaſure before the Houſe, was 
founded ; it was founded on a conſpiracy and combination of per- 
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ns acting in concert at home for the deſtruction of the ſtate, and 
whoſe views extended alſo to a concert with the enemies of this 
country abroad whenever any act for that purpoſe could be attempted 
with the hope of ſecurity to its projectors. 
now become rather a forlorn hope; tor perſons with ſuch inten- 
tions could have but few to liſten to their plans, 
the eyes of the people of England were pretty well opened: but 
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This, indeed, was = 
for, thank God, 


their ſuſpicions of the intentions of ſome few among them were not 
ret entirely gone. Under a conviQion cf theſe points he. appealed 
to the Houſe to ſay whether they thought they ought now to with- 
draw the power which prudence nad: induced them to n to the 
Executive Government. | 8 
Mr. COURTENAY wiſhed to explain one circumſtance alluded 1" 
to by the honourable gentleman. It certainly was his intention to | - 
have communicated the information he had that night ſtated to the 8 
Houſe, as ſoon as poſſible after he himſelf became acquainted with | 
the facts; but he did not think that this could be fo regularly done | 10 oF 
until the liſt of the perſons' names, moved for by his honourable wW 
friend, had been laid upon the table; and the Houſe would recol- i} of 
k& that it was no. ſooner brought up, than the right honourable K 
gentleman gave notice of his intention to move for leave to bring in « 
a bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. It - wo 
zppeared therefore to him, that the beſt opportunity he could then | 
take for bringing forward the facts he had ſtated, would be ſome 
time in the progreſs of that bill. . | 
Mr. TIERNEY hoped that the Houſe would indulge him with 
the liberty of ſaying a few words upon the queſtion now under diſ- 
cuſſion. He had given his vote for the bill of laſt ſeſſion, and he | 
ſhould wiſh to ſhew that he did not act inconſiſtently in oppoſing 
the preſent. His reaſons for this difference of opinion were ſhortly | 
theſe, Laſt ſeſſion a meſſage was brought down from His Majeſty, 
ſting, that there was imminent, danger of an, invaſion,-aided; by 
diſaffected arid treaſonable perſons, i in this, country, and a, bill.of in- 
actment had” been found by a G Jury at Maidſtone, againſt 
five perſons for high treaſon. mbining theſe two, cireumſtances 
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together, it was impoſſible for Fin e e that a caſe was made ou. 
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which warranted” the temporary ſu penlion of, the. Habeag Corpus 
Act. The fication of the, e Was now, however,jcanjpletely; - 
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altered. No fn £ wha Rad d read g's.fpeech; at the ning 
of the preſent det, co] r Hp His Majeſtys Ministers had 
now any ppc nee 0 of an inv3 lion. Then, with, zrgard: tazcon | ' 


reſpondence with the enemy, 1e ad h heard of none carried on. from 
this country.” There was, however, proof of correſpondence: with 
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Ireland ; but he learned from the ſame authority upon which he 
admitted this fact, that there was no connection between the ſocieties 


exiſting in Ireland and thoſe in Great Britain, and that any impro- 


per correſpondence that might have paſſed between the two countries 
muſt have been through individuals only. He had a right to main- 
tain that this fact was proved, for if the authority he alluded to 
was to be relied upon in one caſe, it was equally good in the other, 
The number of perſons who had been arreſted in conſequence of 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act, had been ſtated to be 
between 70 and 80, who were now all diſcharged, except a few, 
and theſe were not brought to trial, though detained in confinement 

fince laſt April. This ſeemed to indicate that there was not much 
_ reaſon for continuing the meaſure, and it certainly was but fair that 
fome new motive ſhould be ſhewn before the Houſe was required 
to agree to the bill. Whether his conduct had been right or wrong 
in voting for the bill of laſt ſeſſion, it was evident that reaſons were 
then adduced for the meaſure, which were totally wanting in the 


preſent caſe. It had been faid that the obſervations of his honourable | 


friend, relative to the uſage of the ſtate priſoners, had nd connection 
with the bill ; he, however, thought that they were very much in 
point. They tended to ſhew the manner in which the powers given 
by that bill had been exerciſed, and deſerved the particular attention 
of the Houſe. It appeared that thoſe who were taken up under 
the act were not confined in the uſual manner of perſons merely 
ſuſpeQed of an offence, but that they were treated as if they had 
been convicted of ſome great felony. He knew that very conli- 
derable differences of opinion prevailed among Magiſtrates relative 
to the utility of ſolitary confinement ; but he never yet heard its 
warmeſt ſupporters ſay, that an Engliſhman, who had been con- 
vided of no crime, ſhould be confined in one of thoſe cells. He truſted 
that the Houſe would feel the importance of preventing in future 


ſuch an improper abuſe of power. They had heard the extent 


to which it had been carried. A man of rank, a Colonel in the 
army, was among the perſons his honourable friend had ſtated to 
be treated with ſo much inhumanity. Whether he ſhould derive 
popularity or unpopularity from his vote on the preſent occaſion, he 
ſhould give it as he gave the former, conſcientiouſly. He faw no 
ground for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas- Corpus Act. It 
was poſſible there might be a few lurking traitors in the country; 
but there was throughout all England a general ſpirit of loyalty that 
would render it impoſſible for their arts to ſucceed. The right bo- 
nourable gentleman oppoſite to him had, with all the eloquence for 


which he was ſo conſpicuous, deſeribed this ſpirit in the moſt glowing | 


Deer: 


colours. 
and 
recard d 
have by 
be aun 
French 
rate NL r 
to ditgr 
liament 
berty of 

Mr. 
ſo much 
gentlem 
and ſen 


that eve 


from tt 
convict 
alledgec 
continu 
derived 


he proc 


eided aj 
ing thi 
unconn 
what a1 


duty to 


manner 
That h 
Was ve! 
ſituatio 
ſevere | 
in a ve 
trace tt 
his inq 
the lav 
leſs rig 
was fat 
ſtances 
nate at 
inſtead 
praiſed 


pled ir 


Dec. 21.] - DEBATES, + 377 


colours. He then cordially rejoiced with His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
ande de were more happy than he was to behold this ſpirit. With 


le. 2 French principles, he ſhould have thought that they would 
ha. by iim ceaſed to give alarm. There was little danger to 
bed from that quarter. He believed the deluſion of 
French princ iples had no longer any effect even upon the moſt illite- 


rate perſons in the country. 1 'the French Directory had done more 


to difzrace their principles than all the bills ever brought into Par- 


lament, For theſe reaſons he could not agree to ſuſpend the li- 


berty of Engliſhmen any longer. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, there was nothing he 
ſo much regretted as his not being preſent when the laſt honourable 
gentleman but one ſpoke. He was deſirous to hear the opinions 
and ſentiments of every gentleman on this queſtion, and did hope, 
that every mind diſpoſed to candour would receive ſuch impreſſions 
from the remark it was his intention to make, as would lead to a 
conviction of the falſehood of moſt of thoſe charges which had been 
alledged againſt the officers of Government, and of the neceſlity of 
continuing in the hands of His Majeſty's Miniſters, the power they 
derived from the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act. Before 
he proceeded to ſtate the reaſons upon which was founded his de- 
cided approbation of the meaſures purſued in conſequence of ſuſpend- 
ing this act, he thought it not inconſiſtent with his duty, and not 
unconnected with the preſent diſcuſſion, to remind the Houſe of 
what an honourable gentleman, who appeared to confider it his 
duty to abſent himſelf from Parliament, not long fince ſaid of the 
manner in which libels are puniſhed by the laws of this country. 
That honourable gentleman, at a time when the ſtate of Europe 
was very different from what it is at preſent, thought fit in a public 
ſituation to ſay, that the puniſhment for this offence is particularly 
ſevere ; .and as this reflection involved the Court of King's Bench 
in a very ſerious manner, he had been led to examine its records, to 
trace the hiſtory of its proceedings in this reſpect. The reſult of 
his inquiries authoriſed him in diſtinctly affirming, that never fince 
the law took cognizance of libel were the ſentences of the courts 
leſs rigorous and ſevere than for the laſt fix years. When libel 
was far from being ſyſtematic, in other words before the circum- 
ſtances of this offence were ſo much aggravated by the. indiſcrimi- 
nate abuſe of every perſonage and inſtitution in the country, that 
inſtead of being groſsly calumniated deſerved to be reverenced and 
praiſed, the law of libel was adminiſtered with a ſeverity unexam- 
pled in our days. If gentlemen would only take the trouble to 


compare the ſentences of. the Court of King's Bench ng in the 
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period he ſpoke of with thoſe of any other period fince the revoly. 
tion, ſure he was that it would be ſeen the judges of our time, with- 
out neglecting their duty, had much ſoftened the character of pu- 
niſhments in general, and that the puniſhment for libel in particular 
was not ſufficiently ſevere. Formerly the practice had been for 
the Attorney General of the Crown to direct the puniſhment when 
perſons were brought up for judgement, but he had acted upon a 
ſentiment of a diſtinguiſhed and infinitely able lawyer, the Attorne 

General of a diſtant period, whom he then regarded with affeQion, 


and till revered and valued—he meant my Lord Thurlow. This 


great man was the firſt who diſuſed the immemorial praQice of 
direCting puniſhment ; and if the tempered and mild judgements of 
the court did not wholly ariſe out of this circumſtance, certainly 
much kindneſs and lenity ſucceeded it. Would gentlemen contend 


that the libels of the preſent day leſs outrage deqgpcy, and leſs of- 


fend againſt the laws? Let them look to the ſtate trials of the 
year 1794. In thoſe trials they will find that public meetings 
were in many places held for the purpoſe of propagating ſedition: 


that not merely the Miniſters of the Crown were libelled, but every 


inſtitution religious, political and moral, with every individual, in 
whatever conſpicuous ſituation in the adminiſtration of the laws or 
the Government of his country he may have been placed. [A cy 
of Hear] heaar !”| Gentlemen might attempt to embarraſs 
him by their interruptions, but he would repeat it. There were at 
the period he alluded to, Correſponding Societies and Correſponding 
Clubs, inſtituted and affiliated, not for the purpoſe of making the 

embers of that Houſe reſponſible for their conduct, or to procure a 
conſtitutional reform of any abuſes ſuppoſed to have entered into 
the practical part of Government, but for the purpoſe of deſtroying 
that Houſe—of erecting a, Convention on its ruins, of ſubverting 
and overthrowing the Government, and in its ſtead to introduce 
the wild and graceleſs ſyſtem of a neighbouring country. It could 
not be, that gentlemen approved of thaſe proceedings; and yet waat 
was there, peculiar in their character but thoſe features he had juſt 
deſcribed, : and did not the leaders, of diſaffeQiqn, the members and 
agents of the Correſponding Society, juſtify every libel, and encou- 
rage every outrage, on the character and conduct of Parliament and 
the Crown? But to ſpeak more immediately to the queſtion before 
the Houſe. What truly was the caſe of Mr. Smith, of whom in 
ſtrains of lamentation an honourable, gentleman, had ſaid ſo much; 
Why this—he had been Secretary of the Correſponding Society; 


certainly it might not be illegal to have been ſo, but it was no high 


proof of loyalty in any man. He had publiſhed libel upon libel, 
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and if, as perhaps was his duty, he had proſecuted him for every 
libel publiſhed at his ſhop, no fingle life could have longevity enough 
to dafs through the ſeries of the years of impriſonment to which 
the law in its wiſdom would have conſigned him. Did the honour- 
able gentleman ever read the book for which this man was proſe- 
cuted? It had ſuited his purpoſe indeed ludicroufly . to mention 
it only as a pamphlet called the Duties of Citizenſhip. But the 
peruſal of it would have taught him to conſider it as ineuleating 
anarchy and treaſon. He would have found that every thing ſa- 
cred, honourable, and good, in the nature and charaQter of inſtitu- 
tions and men, is there blaſphemouſly and wickedly libelled and 
traduced. He would have found religion and its Miniſters held 


up to ridicule ; the law and its officers miſrepreſented and vilified ; | 


His Majeſty upon the Throne mentioned with contumely ; and that 
Conſtitution under which ſo many and ſuch excluſive bleſſings are 
enjoyed, made the conſtant theme of rude, unfounded, and unpro- 
voked invective. It was the honourable gentleman's duty to have 
read Yhis book before coming down to the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons to reflect on the ſentence and proceedings of the Court of 
King's Bench. No man could completely judge of the mode in 
which the officers of the Crown performed their duty, without ex- 
amining with great care the ground they proceeded on, and leaſt of 
all could the honourable gentleman completely judge of the kind of 
proceeding againſt Mr. Smith without reading the book alluded to. 
It was not merely his own character that he ſought to reſcue from 
the aſperſions and reproach of the honourable gentleman' on this oe- 
calion : he owed it to the Court of King's Bench, thus to remind 
that honourable Member, that it is a delicate ſubject at any time to 
diſcuſs the nature and circumſtances of verdicts of Juries and the 
ſentences of Judges, but to comment without difcrimination on the 
acts of a Court of Law, to comment on legal ſentences in a ſtate of 
perſe& ignorance of the circumſtances'under which they are paſſed, 
ſhews not leſs of temerity than want of candour, and in any crifis 
of the affairs of a country not only unkind but inflammatory. [ Here 
Mr. Courtenay attempted to explain, that he was far from meaning 
to cenſure the ſentence of the Court 6f King's Bench. But the 
Speaker called him to order, informing him, that he woul& have an 
opportunity of explaining after the honourable and learned gentle- 
man concluded his ſpeech.] The Attorney General proceeded. 
He faid he coutd believe the honourable gentleman meant not un- 
juſtly and indiſeriminately to aſperſe the character of the Court of 
King's Bench or its Judges, but might not he be deceived by truſt- 
ing too implicitly to information looſely and inauthoritatively con- 
55 8-2 
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veyed to him, and come down to that Houſe without giving the ſub- 


ject that deliberate conſideration it was entitled to? With reſpect 
to the proceedings againſt Mr. Smith, and his treatment ſince his 
confinement, he could aſſure the Houſe nothing ſevere or harſh was 
done on the part of Government or its officers. That priſoner 
could not but remember with how much readineſs Government 
allowed the State Priſoners in 1794, every indulgence ſuited to 
men in their ſituation that was conſiſtent with the meaſures taken 
for their ſafe cuſtody. And here he could nut help remarking, that 


the charges againſt them were of the moſt ſcrious nature. A charge 


which if not ſupported by proof of legal treafon, moſt certainly the 
evidence given on the trials fully ſhewed that there did exiſt grounds 
of accuſation, for never in the world was a conſpiracy againſt a Go- 
vernment, and for the ſubverſion of all order and all law fo clearly 
unfolded, and the intentions of the men who compoſed it, ſo mani- 
feſtly wicked. If gentlemen would but caſt a glance back upon 
this memorable æra, they. would perceive that the accuſed were not 


only treated with kindneſs, but he muſt think with too great lenity : 


and had Mr, Smith made any repreſentation to the Secretary of 
State of unneceſſary rigour or unmerciful treatment, he was ſure it 
would be attended to. No ſuch repreſentation was made, and he 
was free therefore to conclude there exiſted no grounds for reaſonable 


complaint. On what an honourable gentleman had thought proper 


to ſay of the priſon, by them called the Baſtile, he muſt be permitted 
to make a few obſervations. It was reſerved for our time, for the 
beneficent and moderate age of philoſophy and the rights of man, 
to call thoſe places Baſtiles, which were inſtituted for the impriſon- 
ment of the offenders againſt this law. Would gentlemen look a 
little at the origin of this kind of ſcandal, and at the kind of per- 
ſons by whom it is uſed ; it claimed cloſe kindred with the revolu- 
tioniſts .of France, for our priſons were firſt called Baſtiles by the 
orators of Copenhagen Houfe and Pancras Fields, who uſed it not 


only in their public harangues, but in confidential letters, ſo that 


we trace it moſt diſtinctly to the hot-bed of anarchy ; and now it 
is only uſed by perſons willing to propagate French principles, and 
deſtroy the Engliſh Conſtitution and the Engliſh Government. 
And he moſt ſincerely believed, that at the moment he was ſpeak- 
ing, had not the Legiſlature paſſed the acts fo much inveighed 
againſt by this kind of people, we ſhould not have that Conſtitution 
to which an honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) had that night 


profeſſed his attachment; and for himſelf, inſtead of being occupied 


in the diſcharge of his duty, he believed he would not be in old 
England, nay, not any where; ſo malignant and deſtructive would 
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have been the operation of the new- fangled doctrine. But to re- 
turn to the caſe of Smith. | 

An honourable gentleman had particularly alluded to the pro- 
ceedings in Court, and one circumſtance he would mention which 
muſt, in every impartial mind, produce entire conviction that 
nothing could be more remote from the wiſh of the noble Lord who 
preſided there, that unneceſſarily to treat priſoners with rigour. 
When it was known to the Court that Smith had made a repreſen- 
tation of the ſeverities of his confinement, my Lord Kenyon, a 
Magiſtrate of great firmneſs, direQed an inquiry into the truth of the 


caſe, and the reſult was, that the Governor of the Priſon, and the 


Phylician, both teſtified that it was a proper place of confinement, 
and that every poſſible degree of attention was paid to the health, 
&. of the priſoners. If, however, it could be proved that ſince 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, that in a few. caſes perſens 
were treated with ſeverity ; nay, if even there exiſted many caſes of 
this kind, much as he muſt lament it, it would not be ſufficient to 
ſenſible minds not to ſuſpend the act. He did not know who were 
the viſitors of places where ſuſpedted perſons are confined, he be- 
lieved they were many of them of high character; but ſurely they 
might have inquired of the Sheriffs concerning the truth or falſe- 
hood of the repreſentations of priſoners. Had gentlemen done fo, 
they would have found that it had been attempted to impoſe upon 
them, and the Houſe would never have heard the accuſation of that 
evening. He had himſelf been applied to by ſome of the State 
Prifoners ; but underſtanding that they were aſſociated, and kept a 
ſhop for the ſale of books filled with all kinds of wickedneſs, books 
that no man would have dared to fell any where elſe, and for which 
they had been ſeparated, he referred them to the Sheriffs, who ſoon 
afterwards informed him, that they had done whatever was neceſ- 
fary. An honourable gentleman had pleaſed himſelt by relating 
an anecdote of ſome coachman ; but when gentlemen went in 
coaches to the Baftile, it might be aſked, © Do they employ them- 
ſelves properly when there?“ It muſt be evident their inquiries 


are miſguided, and their reſults ſuch as do not by any means juſtify 


the tone in which gentlemen accuſe Government of want of lenity. 
Had they purſued the inquiry in a proper manner, the Sheriffs muſt 


have been applied to, and other perſons examined whoſe local fitu- 


ation renders their information indiſpenſable to a coneluſive opinion. 


If the Sheriffs were found to blame, it would be a grave point to 


proceed upon; but nothing of this ſort was alledged. Here he 
mentioned the State Trials at Maidſtone, and reminded Mr. Tier- 
ney, that his vote for the Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus in the 
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laft ſeſſion was given, becauſe the Grand Jury had found a bill of 


indid ment for high treaſn. The parties were tried, one was 
found guilty, the reſt were acquitted ; but after what had paſſed in 
Ireland, was it not now evident that all were implicated in a defign 
to invite France to the invaſion of England to favour the invaſion 
of Ireland? Gentlemen might ſay the evidence againſt theſe men 
was collected from ſpies; but it mutt be remefnbered, that this de- 
icription of perſons is always the more calumniated as they ſpeak 
truth. Miniſters would not be juſtified to let the Government take 
its chance againit internal traitors, by not taking meaſures of ſafety 
on the evidence of ſuch men. Talking of the* United Iriſh, he 
obſerved, that United Iriſhmen could make United Britons ; and if 
as a Society they did not correſpond with Societies here, as indivi- 
duals they propagated their miſchief. An honourable gentleman 
might, if he choſe, ſlander the Adminiſtration of this country and 
its meaſures, by compariſons with the Government of France and 
its conduct. But would gentlemen reflect on the cloſe alliance 
in principle between the United Iriſh and the French: that, like 


them, they had their Executive Directory, that in hat there was a 


Government within a Guvernment, ſeeking the ruin of their 
country, but audacious enough to promite the deluded people of 
Ireland ſuccour from the {le of the eſtates of the Gentry of Ire- 
land? Under theſe circumſtances, it was neceflarily his duty to 
fupport the motion. 

Mr. COURTENALY ſpoke ſhortly. in explanation. 

Mr. BURDON (aid, that no one could fairly ſuppoſe that a 
Houſe of correction, built after the plan of the philanthropiſt 
Howard, was deficient in whatever would tend to the health and 
advantage of thoſe in confinement ; and when the thickneſs of the 
walls and tie ſtructure gf the building were conſidered, he muſt 
conclude that it was Whole ſome, and in every reſpect fit for priſoners 
to be in. When he went to vilit it, ſo far from perceiving the 
parties ſent there by warrant from the Secretary of State to ſuffer by 
any rigorous conſinement, he ſaw them walking about with each 
other, and perfectly undiſturbed. They had the means of enjoy- 
ing both air and exerciſe at proper hours ; nor had they any reaſon 

to complain as to the means of ſubſiſtence, having an allowanc? 
from Government of 1 35. 4d. a week. Since the time that they 
had more liberty allowed, they had becn the means of interrupting 
the tranquillity of the other priſoners, and of promoting confuſion, 
which viſitors had ſcen reaſon to regret. H, had attended there as 
a Magiſtrate for the County, and had witn ſſed the greateſt regula- 
rity and propriety in the management of the priſoners; and he was 
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rſuaded that any perſon, who would venture to aſſert the contrary, 
xould feel the accuſation they brought fall upon their own heads. 
For his own part, his mind was fo ſatisfied on the ſubject, as well 
» from what he had heard fo ably ſtated by the Attorney General, 
that he was determined to ſupport the motion. | an 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT faid, that it certainly was the in- FE 
tereſt of Government acting under the law for the Suſpenſion of 
the Habeas-Corpus AR, that thoſe men who were taken up ſhould 
not be more ſeverely treated than the circumſtances required, 
nd more ſeverely than he thought that men convicted af the 
crimes laid to their charge ſhould be treated. Upon the ſubject of 
that treatment it certainly was important that there ſhould be no 
exaggeration. He was convinced, however, that great ſeverity had, 
in ſome inſtances, been uſed. The honourable gentleman who 
oke laſt might not, in walking round the gallery in the priſon, '- 
have obſerved any ſymptoms of this, and in looking into the cells 
he might not perceive any offenſive ſmell, and might fee that the 
place was clean waſhed. Was it conſidered, however, what miſt 
be the ſituation of a cell ſeven feet ſquare, after a perſon had been 
in it ſome hours, or when perſons were confined for many weeks 
without being permitted to go out but for a few minutes to waſh 
themſelves? In theſe calls there was no wood nor paper to Keep 
the perſon confined from the contact of the wall; and in wet wca- 
ther, or after a froſt, it was evident that a brick wall muſt be ſo 
lamp as to be extremely inſalutary where no fire was allowed. He 
agreed, however, that theſe matters were not ſtrictly in point on the 
conſideration of the bill before the Houſe. The future opportunity 
might occur for that diſcuſſion, and, perhaps, he might feel it neceſ- 
ſary to move an inquiry on the ſubject. It was the duty of the 
Houſe to take care that the extraordinary powers which it granted 
ſnould not be abuſed ; it was in its power to grant ſuch an inqueſt 
28 was neceſſary for that object, and it wonld be its duty to grant it, 
ſhould there be reaſon to think that oppreſſions had been exerciſed. 
The learned gentleman oppoſite to him (the Attorney General) had 
defended the proceedings of Cement: and the judgements of 
the Courts of Law in caſes of libel. | Certainly, however, that 
matter was not connected with the preſent ſubject, nor had it any 
thing to do with the treatment. of perſons taken up under the act 
for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus. There was a caſe of preat 
hardſhip, of which he had been informed. A number of perſbns 
ere brought up to town from Manchefter : they were loaded with 
Irons; in this ſituation they travelled, and when they arrived, they 
Were lodged in the Correction Houſe in Cold-bath Fields. From 
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the effects of travelling in this ſtate, their legs were very much 
ſwelled, and when lodged in the priſon, the Bow-fireet officers or- 
dered the irons to be knocked off, which was then a very painful 
operation. They then were thrown into places quite unprepared 
for their reception, and next day taken before the Privy Council, 
They were expoſed to great inconvenience, as, though ſeveral of them 
were manufacturers, they had no opportunity of giving directions 
about their affairs, nor of obtaining redreſs, as nobody was per- 
mitted to ſee them. Now, however, he underſtood, that the ftu- 
ation of theſe perſons was much improved, and that they had all the 
accommodation of which their fituation would admit. Objections 
had been taken to the word Bafſtile. 
ployed merely to denote a priſon; as to any compariſon with the 


Baſtile under the old Government of France, that was not the 


queſtion ; for whatever might be thought of a power in any Go- 
vernment to arreſt without any cauſe, aud to detain for an unlimited 
time, 1t was generally admitted that perſons confined in the Baſtile 
had every accommodation which a ſtate of confinement allowed. 
As to the bill before the Houſe, no grounds had been ſtated for it, 
much leſs was there any cauſe for the precipitation with which it 
had been hurried on. He had come down yeſterday to ſtate his 
reaſons againſt it, but he found that, at a very early period of the 
It was a meaſure, however, 
which demanded all the attention of the Houſe ; it was more im- 
portant than any meaſure of finance could be, inaſmuch as men's 
perſons were of more conſequence than their property. He was the 
more ſurprized at this, becauſe when he made his motion for a liſt 
of perſons taken up under the act for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus, 
to which the right honourable gentleman had thought proper to 


agree ſor reaſons of his own, and not for thoſe which were ſtated in 


ſupport of it, a kind of threat was thrown out that a renewal of the 
bill would be moved, and that the right honourable gentleman 
ſhould then unfold the dangers with which the country was threat- 
ened, and bring forward the proofs of the conſpiracies which had 
exiſted. No ground had, in his opinion, been ſtated on which 
the Houſe could ſurrender ſo important a bulwark of the libertics of 
the ſubject. „ EET 

Mr. SPEAKER—1I wiſh to ſet the honourable Member right. 
The bill was not hurried through the Houſe, for a notice of a mo- 
tion for leave to bring it in was given ſome days before. by the de- 
cretary of State, and it was not till after the Houſe had ru 
through ſome public bufineſs, being near five o'clock, that the right 


honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) brought in the bill. 
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Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that if there were any 


inſtances of improper treatment, the means of redreſs were to be 
had ; but it was fair to infer, that where no grievances had been 
heard of for any length of time, that probably there was no juſt 
cauſe for complaint. But whatever complaints might have been 
made, had ceaſed, under proper repreſentation. He thought ſuch 
matters could not be urged now with any ſerious view of oppoling 
the bill before the Houſe, but rather from calumny, and a with 
to court popularity. It had become a frequent method of late to 
hold out every meaſure brought forward on his fide of the Houſe as 
ſimilar to the conduct of Roberſpierre; and he ſuſpected that, with 
this view, the term Baſtile had been applied to the New Priſon. 
Such conduct was both ungenerous and culpable. The honourable 
Baronet had demanded on what grounds this motion was, ſupported ? 
He (the Solicitor General) ſhould have thought that what had paſſed 
and been diſcloſed at the late trials at Maidſtone, as well as what 
had taken place in the neighbouring country of Ireland, were ſuf- 
ficient reaſons for the Houſe continuing the meaſure propoſed, 
This was not a bill of novelty ; it had been repeatedlv adopted 
in times of danger, not only in the preſent teigii, but on former 
becaſions. n 
The bill for ſuſpending the Habeas- Corpus Ac originated in the 
reign of King William, in conſequence of dangers to which he was 
expoſed, and which would have made it neceſſary to bring to trial 
perſons conſpiring againſt his Government, had it not been that ſueh 
legal evidence of their guilt was wanting as wouid have induced a 
Jury to find them guilty. In the year 1715, when this ſuſpenſion 
was renewed, the moſt ſalutary conſequences had followed. Cwing 
to the firmneſs of Government in apprehending a number of per- 
ſons, againſt whom no legal charge was brought, and who, after the 
danger was over, were diſmiſſed, the ſafety of the country was en- 
lured. This precaution having been omitted in the year 1745, 
left the country in a much more dangerous ſtate than it was in 
1715. Whoever had impartially remarked what had lately paſſed 
in Ireland, as well as in this country, muſt have ſeen that the ſociety 
of United Iriſnmen was that which enabled the conſpiracy to dif- 
fuſe itſelf, till at length it burſt forth in acts of open rebellion, and 
which, from the very plan of-theſe ſocieties, drew a veil of ſecrecy 
over their proceedings, which made it difficult to bring home a. 
charge of guilt vpon individuals. Strong attempts had been made 
to eſtabliſh ſimilar ſocieties in this country — Hence Correſponding 
Societies had been eſtabliſhed with their Executive Committees, 
&.; an imperium in imperis had been introduced, which was 
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nothing elſe but a germ of treaſon and rebellion, which, if not 
timely nipped in the bud, would ſoon have diſcovered itſelf in a 
more open form. Now ſuch fort of treaſon was not eaſy to be 
brought home to the conviction of a Juryman, becauſe actual trea- 
ſon was concealed in the matter that was to bring it forth ; and it 
was with great difficulty that minds not habituated to conſider the 
ſubje& with the greateſt attention, could be led to ſee the danger 
that ſurrounded them. Thus in Ireland, under the pretence of 
Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform, nothing leſs than 
the ſeparation of Ireland from England, and the erection of the 
former into an Independent Republic, was the object aimed at. So 


here, the pretence of a Reform, &c. had been aſſumed; but would | 


gentlemen ſay that this was a cloak that concealed nothing? The 
Executive Government aſſuredly would not have done its duty, had 


they not made uſe of all lawful means to thwart the deſigns of per- 


ſons who had engaged themſelves in ſuch combinations, and to break 
the ſtrength of ſuch confederacies ; and if they had not made appli- 
cation to Parliament to give them that power to effectuate the pur- 
poſe which was the object of the preſent bill to impart—a bill which 
had been formerly uſed with ſucceſs upon former occaſions. And 
nothing having been urged to ſhew that this power had been abuſed, 
he thought ir was the duty of the Houſe to empower Miniſters 
to take the meaſures neceſſary to be adopted for the ſafety of the 
country. | | 
Mr. MAINWARING ſaid, that as he was in ſome degree im- 
plicated in what had been ſaid on the ſubject of the treatment of 
the State Priſoners, it was to be obſerved, that the Correction Houſe 
in Cold-bath Fields had not been eſtabliſned for any ſuch purpoſe 
as that for which, in the preſent fituation of affairs, it had been 
found neceſſary to employ it. With regard to its management, he 
could ſay, that there were none of the abuſes ſtated. The keeper of 
that jail was a perſon of great humanity and attention to his duty, 
and every care was exerted for preſerving the health and comfort of 
perſons confined. He was ſurc that there was not a more comfort- 
able place of the kind in the whole country, or one in which, in 
proportion to the numbers confined, there was leſs ſickneſs. Every 
thing was provided for the State Priſoners in the moſt liberal man- 
ner. He did not know to what the honourable Baronet (Sir Francis 
Burdett) had alluded, when he ſaid, that the priſoners were out only 
for a few minutes ; they were out every day for feveral hours, and 
he now underſtood that they were allowed to be all together in the 
| fame room. Of the propriety of ſuch an indulgence, he was not 
called upon to ſay any thing; but if he had been conſulted 25 2 
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Magiſtrate reſpecting ſuch a thing, he ſhould have conſidered it his 
duty to refuſe it. Unqueſtionably great miſrepreſentation muſt have 
been given of the ſtate of perſons confined in this priſon, and the 
manner in which it was regulated. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that as a great deal of miſrepre- 
ſentation had ariſen upon this ſubject, it was extremely important 
that it ſhould be fully explained, and that the falſe impreſſions which 
it had been attempted to make on the minds of the public ſhould 
be removed. A day or two apo, he had received a letter from a 
friend of his, informing him, that certain repreſentations, had been 
made to gentlemen in this Houſe, commonly called Members of 
Oppoſition, reſpeRing the ſituation and treatment of State Priſoners; 
which were very likely to be incorrect. His friend, therefore, to 
enable him to judge of the ſubject, had ſent him minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the Magiſtrates who ſuperintend the conduct of the pri- 
ſoners, with remarks on the ſtate of the priſon; to this ſubject he 
had not had an opportunity to turn his attention, as his mind had 
been occupied with the important plan of finance before the Houſe. 
He had now, however, reviſed the documents and obſervations ſent 
by his friend, and they would be found to be of great importance 
in clearing up the ſubje of the treatment of the State Priſoners. 
He was aſtoniſhed at what the honourable Baronet had ſaid, reſpect- 
ing the ſituation of the priſon in Cold-bath Fields; he had been 
there as well as the honourable Baronet, not for the purpoſe of viſit- 
ing any particular perſons there, or on the ſpur of the occaſion, but 
to examine the general ſtate of the place, and to view the ſituation 
of the priſoners. He had likewiſe been in the habit of correſpond- 
ing on the ſubjeR, before there was any idea of its being agitated 
here, and the accounts he had heard were very different from 'what 
lome gentlemen had ftated to-day. He had been informed, that 
by the prudent regulations which then prevailed, ſeveral perſons had 
been reclaimed from habits of vice and idleneſs, to induſtry and 
good behaviour, and had been reſtored tq ſociety as uſeful ſubjects. 
The charge which had been made, was certainly of a very ſerious 
nature, it was no light thing, to ſay, that the Executive Govern- 
ment could be ſo malignant, as to exerciſe any ſeverity againſt the 
perſons taken up, farther than was neceſſary for ſafe cuſtody, and 
to prevent them from tainting the minds of thoſe with whom they 
had communication in confinement. It was a charge either againft 
his right hondurable friend, or againſt the noble Duke, more 1imme- 
ditely at the head of this department ; or againſt thoſe who were 
more directly employed in the cuſtody and ſuperintendance of the 
Priſoners, The latter were perſons who in their ſtation were no 
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leſs reſpectable than his right honourable friend and the Duke of 
Portland, and who muſt equally feel for their character; nobody 
imputed to his right honourable friend, or to the noble Duke, any 
particular inclination to rigour, and the Magiſtrates to whom the 
ſuperintendance of the priſon belonged, were therefore implicated if 
any extraordinary ſeverity was exerciſed. From the documents of 
his friend he was enabled to lay before the Houſe a great deal of 
ſatisfactory information. It was proper in the firſt place to ob- 
ſerve, that the regulations which prevailed in this priſon were many 
of them founded upon the principles recommended by the excellent 
Mr. Howard, and ſuperintended by ſeveral perſons who had an 
active and laborious ſhare with that benevolent character in his in- 
quiries upon this ſubject. Different boards exiſted to ſuperintend 
the regulations and to receive information reſpecting the ſtate of the 
priſon. One of theſe boards met at leaſt once a week, and the 
minutes of their proceedings would be found to contain much mat- 
ter which would throw light on the preſent queſtion. As he was 
reading the account of the priſon in theſe documents, and heard the 
repreſentation given of it, he could not conceive any contraſt more 
ſtriking. It reminded him of the ſtory in * Joſeph Andreus, of 
the different remarks which were made by two travellers in a ſtage 


coach on the character of a gentleman whoſe eſtate they paſſed. | 


One ſaid that he was the beſt huſband and farther, the moſt generous 
friend, that exiſted. The other, who had been aſleep during this 
panegytic, awoke, and remarked the fine eſtate they paſſed, and 
lamented that it belonged to ſuch a raſcal. Parſon Adams, in the 
ſimplieity of his heart, concluded that the gentlemen muſt have been 
ſpeaking ef different perſons ; and when he himfclf compared the re- 
preſentation of the honourable gentlemen with the documents before 
him, he was almoſt tempted to think that gentlemen on the other 
fide could not be talking of the ſame perſon. Nothing can be more 
ſatisfactory than the account which his friend gave of the ſtate of 
the priſon, as to the health and treatment of the priſoners. The 
gentleman who wrote the letter, a reſpeRable Clergyman, ſtated 
{here Mr. W. read teveral extracts] that he had ſeen the food in- 
tended for the prifaners, which conſiſted of as good legs of mutton 
and pieces of beef as he had ever feen at his own table; that the 
utmoſt cleanlineſs prevailed throughout the place; that of the num- 
ber of which the priſon contained at any one time, which was two 
hundred and forty, the ſiek were only three, and the-geaths for the 
whole year only two, though if the ſituation of many of the perſons 


when they eame in was conſidered, the place rather reſembled an 


hoſpital than a priſun. Ihe minutes of the fittings of the Magiſ- 
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' trates, to which he had alluded, would ſerve to ſhew what had 
been the conduct of ſome of the priſoners, and the neceſlity there 
was to watch them with care. It appeared in theſe minutes that 
it was ſtated by the Chaplain that two of the perſons confined in 
this place, Burkes and Smith, had behaved ſo ill at church, had fo 
openly expreſſed their contempt of the worſhip, that he propoſed 
that their attendance ſhould in future be diſpenſed with. Theſe 
minutes likewiſe contained the meſſage of Lord Kenyon on the oc- 
cafon alluded to by his learned friend (the Attorney General), and 
teflified his Lordſhip's approbation of the conduct of the Magiſtrates, 
and the management of the priſon in the higheſt terms. It was 
ſo very important, now that the ſubject was under diſcuſſion, that the 
miſrepreſentations which had gone abroad ſhould be thoroughly cor- 
reed, that he hSped the Houſe would forgive his dwelling upon it 
with ſome minuteneſs of detail. What then was the ſituation of 
the fats in the caſe. On the one fide there was the evidence of 
the minutes of the proceedings of the Magiſtrates in ſuperintending 
the ſtate of the priſon, and on the other, the accounts which gentle- 
men had received from the parties themſelves. They had proceeded 
to inquire into the ſituation of the parties confined in the fame 
manner as Don Quixotte examined the galley ſlaves on the crimes 
which had reduced them to that fituation, and no doubt the one as 
well as the other would endeavour to repreſent themſelves as ſuf- 
fering without juſt cauſe. If, however, the evidence of the par- 
ties themſelves was to be taken, it would be neceſſary to take their 
evidence both ways. Mr. Smith's authority was quoted for the 
hardſhips he ſuffered ; it would be neceffary then, as ſometimes was 
ſeen in law caſes, to produce Smith verſus Smith. It appeared that 
Smith himſelf entertained no great idea of the motives which in- 
duced fome gentlemen to intereſt "themſelves about him, and im- 
puted it rather to a wiſh to bring the matter as a-motion before 
tie Houſe of Commons than from any regard to him. It ap- 
peared alſo, that though Mr. Burkes, in an intercepted letter, com- 
plained that he was dying for want, the minutes of the Board ſtated 
that on his coming before them, they found it neceſſary to recom- 
mend to him eleanlineſs in his perſon. The ſame Smith too, in 
a letter to his wife, ſtated that he was in a better ſituation than ſhe 
could imagine, that he reflected againſt the uſe that had been made 
of ſome things he had ſtated, and particularly diſapproved of the 
comments of thoſe who ſtiled the priſon a Baſtile. All theſe facts 
and confeſſions clearly proved that the honourable gentlemen oppo- 
lite had been impoſed on, and that, from too credulouſly liſtening 
o the information they received, they had brought a ſerious 


4 * » 
* N * 
9 1 4 
x {3 

= 1 . 

/ . 1 

1 Tz 1 

$ 4 : 
1 f 
* = 

* | 

: # N 
* . 7 

J ; . Rf 

1 iii 
: 5 i 
= * 14 
* 7 
1 14 
75 \ 

5 1 
* 17 
1 

o * 
1 
1 | 

Li | 47 

1 LOS - 

2) | V 

: : | 

. > 

. 4 . 
” : 14 

ee 2 14 

4: 

11 = 14 

1 1 

0 

5 he: 

5 1 

1 1 
% 4 
k 8 4. 
4 = 7 3 
1 
51 3 i 
. I 
11 
1 1 # g 
l * a v 
v7 2 
4% 1 
L 11 
4 
= 471 
4 =—_ 4 
ar Þ 

WM 

wt 

L 'F 

3.4 U 

" x * 

N *; 
x Fi 
x £1 

y if 

© 5 : iet 

: I. 

1 « 

15% 5 

! 
£ wad 
i 
” +: 2 
7 * 
9 2 9 
8% 
. 8 : , 
£5 7: 
* \F 
0 2 
1 
: 
Pa . „ 
> 
» * > 
* 5 4 p 1 
„ Ir 1 
1 1 ty 
1 . 
; ST 

wy / 1 

I * 
7 : 

oh: 4 *. 

1 * 

17 . 

L I 

KH E 

FX 2 

n 1 * 

oF * 1 2 1 
1 7 4 

4 CY 
= 

1 4 ir 

es, * 12A 

. 3 74 
. x 

11 x: 

+4 e 

1 { 

203 ' Ti 

. 

1K 4s 

i > Wat 

314 22 ian 

{If 
a7 2 
bY = : 

4+: } . 
1 1 

11 x : 

+ £1 
7 * 
"18 
v? 1 
| . 
1 y 
? 1 * 


Ia50 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


charge againſt a very worthy and honourable ſet of Magiftrates, 
This inſtance, however, ſhould not only teach gentlemen not to 
take up their opinions ſo lightly on fuch ' ſubjects, but it ought to 
teach the public to diſtruſt repreſentations given on ſuch partial ay. 
thority. It was of great importance that falſe impreſſions ſhould 
not be given; for it was extremely difficult to root them out. To 
prove atterwards that they were falſe does not correct the evil they 
have produced, or ſerve as an antidote to the poiſon they have dif- 
fuſed. The credulitv of the honourable gentlemen themſelves 
could not be accounted for but in this manner ; after what they have 
ſaid, too, of the dangers which threatened the country—atter con- 
viction had flaſhed on their minds from what had paſſed here and 
in Ireland, it was matter of wonder that they were not over- 
whelmed with remorſe and confuſion for what they had formerly 
maintained; it was matter of ſurpriſe that their minds were ſteeled 
againſt the incontrovertible evidence of facts, and it could only be 
imputed to the early bias their minds had received. For his own 
part, he truſted that he was not the laſt to feel what was due to ſuf- 
fering, but at the ſame time there were feelings of another kind 
which ought not to be overlooked. He never could forget the ſay- 
ing he had read early in lite of that great and good man Lord Hale, 
an ornament not only to the profeſſion of the law, but to his country. 
When aſked how he felt when he pronounced ſentence of death on 
a criminal, he replied, © That he felt for the ſituation of the pri- 
ſoner, but he felt likewiſe for the country.” He begged leave to 


recommend the example of Lord Hale to gentlemen on the other 


fide of the Houſe. They ſeem to be tremblingly alive to the ſitu- 
ation of thoſe who were taken up on ſuſpicion of the greateſt crimes; 
but they did not ſeem to be alive to the danger of the country. 
They ought net to be ſo ready to lend themſelves to thoſe who 
abuſed their credulity. | 

There was another point on which he felt himſelf obliged to 
make a few remarks. He had often heard things which had been 
ſaid with much mirth and pleaſantry here, which were afterwards 
repeated with moſt miſchievous conſequences elſewhere. An ho- 
nourzble Baronet talked of the Baſtiles which were erected in this 
country. The practice of giving theſe names, however, was of the 
moſt pernicious tendency. Every one muſt recollect, that thoſe who 
had formed themſelves into ſocieties in this country for the purpoſe 
of following in practice what they admired in France, adopted the 
names of every cuſtom and eſtabliſhment to which the new ſtate of 
things in that country gave riſe, Theſe men acted well and wiſely 
for the purpoſcs they had in view. "They were wiſe children in 
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their generation. They knew, that if they could bring the names 
into uſe, they would prepare the way for the things. Shakeſpeare, 
the great maſter of the human heart, in his play of King John, re- 
reſents the fondneſs of the mother as dwelling on the pretty words 
of the child 


Grief fills the room up of my abſent child, 
Lies in his bed, walks up and down with me, 
«© Repeats his pretty words, puts on his looks.“ 


o theſe gentlemen might have uſed theſe “ pretty words,” and 
put on theſe “pretty forms,” in order to ſhew their affection for 
French principles. He did not much like a ludicrous ſtory, but as 
it tended to illuſtrate a ſerious argument; he remembered, however, 
an election in a large city, where ſeveral perſons came to the poll, 
and voted for Citizen ſuch a thing, and againſt the other Candi- 
date, who was a banker. Some of the mob propoſed that they ſhould 


go and ſack the Baſtile, and let out the guineas, from a confine- 


ment more rigorous, probably, than that which, an honourable Ba- 
ronet had deſeribed to be the impriſonment of the old Baſtile. 
Gentlemen might thus ſee in what light their metaphors may be 
taken up, and with what purpoſes they may be connected. With 
regard to the meaſure before the Houſe, there was ground enough 
for the underſtanding of every man who impartially viewed the ſtate 
of the .country, and recollected late events. Thoſe who have 
thought that there was danger; who think ſtill that the danger is 
not entirely over, would not relax their efforts, or deprive the Exe- 
cutive Government of thoſe means by which they had been enabled 
to provide for the ſafety of the country. - He was happy that the 
preſent opportunity had occurred of removing the falſe impreſſions 
which had ariſen on this ſubject, and he hoped that thofe gentlemen, 
who muſt ſee they had been deceived, would come forward and con- 
feſs that they had advanced this very ſerious charge without ſuf- 
cient grounds. It ought never to be forgotten that men, who ex- 
pole themſelves to ſuſpicion, muſt often incur the diſadvantages of 
guilt, Men, therefore, ſhould be cautious how they gave occaſion 
for (uſpicion, The ſafety of the State required that we ſhould re- 
ard it no leſs than the caſe of individuals. It was a falſe com- 
)aſion which felt only for individuals' hardſhips, and was callous 
io the general dangers of the country. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, ' when he came down to the Houſe 
he had no idea that the debate would have taken the turn it had. 
The great thing was, that every idea of the priſoners being il! 
treated was entirely removed ; and he had no difficulty in ſtating, 
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that His Majeſty's Miniſters had, as far as he was able to judge, 
exerciſed the diſcretion entruſted to them in as kind and as tender a 
manner as poſſible. When he meant to ſuggeſt doubts reſpecting 
the propriety of ſuſpending the Habeas-Corpus Act, it was on this 
ground, that a caſe had not been made out ſo ſtrong as to induce 
bim to ſupport the motion. Would it not be a prudent meaſure to 
ſend to a Select Committee the grounds upon which Miniſters con- 
ceived that a ſuſpenſion ought to take place? After paying a com- 
pliment to the 'mildneſs and moderation with which the Attorney 
General diſcharged the duties of his office, he ſaid, that in the pro- 
ſecution and puniſhment of libels there had been no harſhneſs. He 


[ Commons, 


alſo thought it right to ſay, that libels had been circulated with a | 


view to gain men from their allegiance. As to Citizen Smith and 
others, he had ſeen moſt of their publications, and more diabolical 
ones, in his opinion, never exiſted. But ſtill there was in the 
hands of the Attorney General the power to proſecute, and in the 
hands of the Court the power to puniſh ; he therefore conceived 
that there were not grounds for the ſuſpenſion of the act. When 
it had laſt been ſuſpended, there exiſted a dread of invaſion, and 
then it was right to adopt ſuch a meaſure ; that dread, however, re- 
mained no longer. | 

Mr. ELLISON ſaid, he ſhould certainly give his vote for the 
bill, becauſe he thought the cixcumftances of the country rendered it 
neceſſary to veſt thoſe powers in the Executive Government; and 
he was the more inclined to ſupport it, becauſe it was admitted on 
all hands, that the powers with which Miniſters had been already 
truſted, had been well exerciſed. He had no doubt but that it 
ſtatements could be obtained from every Magiſtrate in the kingdom, 
it would appear that priſoners of every deſcription were treated with 
humanity. He had himſelf the honour of acting as a Magiſtrate 


in two counties, and. as far as his obſervations extended, he could | 


make that aſſertion without the danger of eontradiction. He knen 
perfectly well that the jails were inſpected regularly by the Magiſ- 
trates, who did not walk through the jails with the cold feelings of 


jailers, but they went to ſee that the priſoners had proper accommo- 


dation and good treatment to ſee that they were employed in 
work, and that they were not allowed to drink too much. He 
wiſhed the honourable Baronet, who ſeemed to think the priſoners 
were treated with ſeverity, would affiſt as a Magiſtrate in the 
county in which he reſided, and then if he faw any improper prac- 
tices, he would have an opportunity of eorrecting them. 

Mr. ATTORNEY. GENERAL explained: he ſaid, the ho- 
nourable Baronet ſeemed to ſuppoſe that his object, in ſupporting 
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the meaſure, was for the purpoſe of keeping men in confinement; 
do far from being influenced by ſuch an unworthy motive, or con- 
ſiaering the meaſure as an act of ſeverity, he really looked upon it 
z5 an act of mercy, being done with a view to prevent others from 
being involved in the ſame ſituation. But he would put it to 
rentlemen, and he would call upon them conſcientiouſly to declare, 
whether | 

[Here the Speaker ſaid he ſhould confine himſelf to expla- 
nation. ] 

Mr. Attorney General ſabjoined, that he was going merely to 
fate, that the trials at Maidſtone, and the confinement of thofe now 
in priſon, aroſe from the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas. Corpus Act hav- 
ing been ſuffered to expire. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE thought that five-and-twenty men, 
which he believed was the number now in priſon under the act, 
could not, if let looſe on ſociety, do any harm in the preſent ſtate of 
the public mind. The ſpirit of the country had been tried, and 
vas now proof againſt every effort of ſuch a body to poiſon or per- 
vert it, He therefore could not conſent to the continuance of this 
reſtraint, as, from the ſtate of the country, he ſaw no neceſſity 
for parting with what he conſidered the great bulwark of our 
liberty. | 155 | 
Mr. WESTERN ſaid, that as no grounds had been tated to the 
Houſe to ſhew the neceſſity of this meaſure, he could not ſupport it. 
He thought there never was a period in which the domeſtic fafety 
of the empire was in leſs danger than it was at preſent. But though 
he could not conſent to the renewal of the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus, it was nat becauſe he thought Miniſters had miſuſed the 
pwers with which thev had been entruſted'; on the contrary, he 
tought they had uſed them with great moderation. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT perfectly agreed with a worthy Magiſ- 
rate who had ſpoken very lately in the debate, that a great and for- 
tunate change had taken place in the ſituation of the country; but 
While he expreſſed the warmeſt ſatisfaQion at hearing it ſtated from 
al quarters that the ſituation of this country, both with reſpe& to 
its foreign and domeſtie affairs, had been ſo greatly improved, he 
Ould not but remind the Houſe, that this change, which was now 
ſo ſtrongly felt, and fo univerſally acknowledged, had only been ob- 
tained by the adoption of thoſe meaſures, by a perſeverance in that 
ſtem which ſome of thoſe gentlemen who now exulted in our 
afety, had repreſented as calculated to produce diſaſter abroad, and 
v deftroy the Conſtitution at home. He had heard gentlemen 
alking of, and reprobating the treaſonable attempts of men, intis 
Vox. VII. Z 2 | 
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mately connected with the avowed and implacable enemies of the 
country—attempts which the unremitting vigilance of Government 
had detected and fruſtrated. He had heard gentlemen ſpeak in 
terms of the higheſt congratulation at the fortunate eſcape of this 
empire from the united efforts of foreign hoſtility and domeſtic 
treaſon ; but he recolleRed, that when His Majeſty's Miniſters were 
looking at thoſe dangers in proſpect, which were acknowledged now 
that they were paſſed — when they were calling upon Parliament to 
adopt meaſures to avert them, they heard from the ſame quarter not 
only'a bold denial of their exiſtence, but repeated and inflammatory 
ſtatements of every topic which ingenuity could ſuggeſt, as calcu. 
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lated to awaken public jealouſy, and to prevent Parliament from 


inveſting Government with thoſe powers, which it was now ad- 
mitted had been ſo beneficially and ſo moderately exerciſed, 

If the ſituation of the country was ſo changed, it was a proof of 
the miſtaken opinions of thoſe gentlemen, a proof in addition to 


thoſe ariſing from circumſtances ill freſh in their memories, and to 


which it was not neceffary for him more particularly to allude, If 
the meaſures which had been adopted by the wiſdom and firmneſs 
of Parliament had anſwered the ends for which they were deſigned ; 
if. they had reſcued the country from thoſe dangers which were now 
no longer repreſented as imaginary, ſurely i: was a moſt fingular ar- 
gument to fay, that at the moment in which they were mutually 
congratulating each other upon the advantageous change which had 
taken place in our affairs, they ought to ſelect that moment to throw 
away thoſe very means by which that advantage had been obtained, 
Did the honourable gentlemen think, that becauſe hitherto we had, 
by the wiſe and vigorous meaſures we had adopted, ſo fortunately 
eſcaped the perils with which we were menaced, that they might 


now with ſafety abandon their efforts, and relax their precaution? | 


Did they ſuppoſe, that if exulting in the idea of conſcious ſecurity, 
they were to ſink into inattention and ſupineneſs, that theſe dangers 
might not again occur? Had theſe gentlemen read ſo little of hy- 
man nature—had they ſeen ſo little of it in its moſt perverted and 
deformed ſtate, in the ſhape of modern Jacobiniſm ? or had they 
collected fo little from their obſervation, as not to know, that though 
Jacobiniſm might be. curbed and repreſſed, yet while the principle 
remained unextinguiſhed, its efforts would not caſe? Jacobiniſm, 
to all that was deteſtable and abhorrent to every moral and religious 
idea, added one quality which increaſed its malignity, and that was 
an incorrigible obſtinacy, a wieked determination to be influenced 
by no arguments, to be convinced by no facts, which led its pro- 
feſſors to perſiſt, if not openly, at leaſt unremittingly, in their profe- 
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cution of their atrocious deſigns. But that preſeverance which in a 
bad cauſe was wicked obſtinacy, in a good one was highly com- 
mendable. He therefore hoped, that the Parliament of England 
would not ſhew leſs perſeverance in the defence of the innumerable 
bleſſings we enjoyed, than the Jacobins did in their efforts to deſtroy 
them. 

The People of England had learnt enough of the nature of Jaco- 
biniſm not to know, that while the principle of it exiſted, the moſt 
unremitting vigilance and the greateſt firmneſs were neceſſary to op- 
poſe it. They had learned, that they ought never to be for a mo- 
ment off their guard, while they had among them men whoſe acti- 
vity was unceaſing, who never walked, who never ſlept without a 
dagger by their ſide; they were convinced that until the weapon 
which threatened their exiſtence was annihilated, the ſhield which 
protected them could not be laid aſide. 

This was the anſwer he ſhould give to thoſe gentlemen who 
thought preſent ſecurity a ground for future negligence. He truſted 
that the ſucceſs that had hitherto attended theſe meaſures would be 
an argument for their continuance. The only other point on which 
he wiſhed to ſay a word, lay in a very narrow compaſs. An ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Taylor) had ſuggeſted the propriety of 
appointing a Secret Committee, to inquire into the neceſſity of con- 
tinuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. That honourable 
gentleman ſeemed to him to have diſplayed more candour in his 
. fpeech than he had in the concluſion which he had come to, which 
he could only account for by ſuppoſing that the honourable gentle- 
man ſpoke from his own feelings, but voted with his company. But 
the honourable gentleman ſeemed to have no doubt, that if a Secret 
Committee had been appointed, their report would leave no doubt 
of the propriety of adopting this meaſure : if then the honourable 
gentleman was ſure that their report would have juſtified the ſuſ- 
penſion, it was a fair inference to ſay, that they had that honourable 
\gentleman's authority for ſaying, that the ſituation of the country re- 
quired the meaſure. It was upon this very principle that he moved 
for leave to bring in this bill without making any preface. It was 
becauſe the propriety of the meaſure was too obvious to render proof 
neceſſary. What farther proof could be neceffary after they had 
ſeen what paſſed in Ireland, when they knew the deſigns of the 
enemy, and that their hopes of ſucceſs againſt us were founded upon 
the chance of finding ſome fortunate moment to aſſiſt our domeſtic 
traitors, when they knew that it was through the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habcas Corpus, that the plans of thoſe traitors had been detected, 


whoſe confeſſions ſeemed to have made ſuch a change in gentlemen' s 
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. opinions—when they knew all thoſe circumſtances, they muſt feel 
that there was no neceſſity for a Secret Committee to examine evi. 
_ dence to prove the expediency of the meaſure. A time might, and 
he hoped would come, during the preſent ſeſſion, when, through 
the medium of a Secret Committee, the public might be put in 
poſſeſſion (as far as was conſiſtent with ſafety) of many circum- 
, ſtances, of which they now could have no conception— Circum. 
ſtances, which would more fully difplay that ſyſtem of treaſon 
which had been carried on, and which would diſplay thoſe links by 
which Irith traitors were connected with traitorous ſocieties in this 
country. But at preſent he ſhould be aſhamed to think that they 
ſhould have recourſe to a Secret Committee, to juſtify them in 
adopting a meaſure, of the expediency of which they were at this 
moment ſo perfectly convinced. Thoſe inquiries to which he had 
_ alluded might, at another time, and for another purpoſe, take place; 
but in the mean time, gentlemen were not to ſuppoſe that thoſe 
facts did not exiſt, becauſe they were not now brought forward. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR explained, as did Mr. Alderman 
_ COMBE. | 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that the right honourable gentleman had 
now let the Houſe into his intentions: it now appeared that this 
ſuſpenſion was to be made into a ſyſtem. He ſaid, the right ho- 
'nourable gentleman had unjuſtly charged him with having always 
repreſented that no. danger exiſted, whereas he had laſt year voted 
for the ſuſpenſion of this bill, on the ground of his apprehenſion of 
danger. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he did not allude to the honourable 
gentleman in particular, but to other gentlemen with whom he 
uſed to act, and who had uniformly held the language he had 
deſcribed. | 

The Houſe then divided — For the bill, 96; Againſt it, 6. 
Majority, 9o. TS} 1, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe to move for a bill for granting 
benefits to voluntcer corps, which were embodied not merely for the 
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defence of one ſpot, but whoſe ſervices extended to the diſtrict in 


which they were. He ſaid there was one duty which he had been 
anxious to perform, and no time ſeemed more fit for it than the pre- 
ſent, and that was, to make the acknowledgements of the country to 
the country, for the unequalled zeal and energy which it had mani- 


feſted. The Houſe eould not but recollect, that about twelve 


months ago the country was, he would not ſay in a panic, but cer- 
tainly in expectation that the enemy would make an attempt to in- 
vade this country. The period he alluded to was juſt after the rup- 
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ture of the negotiations at Liſle. The whole of the force which 
1 that time exiſted in this country, amounted in infantry, in regu- 
lr militia, volunteers, &c. to 84,000 men; the cavalry, regulars, 
volunteers and yeomanry amounted to about 20,000, making the 
whole number of armed men in this country at that time 104,000. 
But in conſequence of the threats of the enemy, the people of Eng- 
land felt that they ought to teach the enemy, that any attempt to 
invade this country would be followed by the total deſtruction of the 
invaders, and the mode which Engliſhmen took to teach that leſſon 
to the enemy, was to put themſelves in a poſture of the moſt com- 
plete defence. Since that period, out of the force which he had 
mentioned, about 2,000 men had been captured at Oſtend, who, 
having effected the purpoſes of the expedition, had been prevented 
ty the weather from re-embarking. Beſides theſe, a body of 5,000 
men had been ſent to India. It had been judged right to fend 
2500 upon a ſecret expedition into the Mediterranean. In addi- 


tion to all theſe, this country had ſpared no fewer than 25,000 


men to the aſſiſtance of Ireland, making together a body of above 
25,000 men out of the 104,000 he had mentioned. He had 
now, however, the happineſs to ſtate, notwithſtanding ſo large a 
body had bcen ſent out of the kingdom, that this country was, by 
the moſt unparalleled exertions, protected by the zeal and courage 
o 240,000 men in arms. If the country remained true to itfelf 
—if it kept up that zeal which it had hitherto diſplayed, he would 
announce with confidence, that it would remain in a ſtate of impreg- 
nable ſecurity. . He ſtated this with the ſincereſt ſatisfaction, and 
de conſidered it as a proud day for England that he was able to 
late it. That we were in this proud ſituation was due to the Peo- 
ple themſelves—to them alone the merit belonged. They had 
nen by their conduct that they were determined to protect their 
Conſtitution and thoſe laws under which they had enjoyed ſo much 
happineſs. He had ſaid, we were in a ſtate of impregnable ſecurity ; 
he would not have uſed ſuch ſtrong words, if he had not conſidered 
the nature of the force by which we were defended. Protected as 
ve now were, he certainly looked upon the idea of invaſion with 
Grifion, But he wiſhed no man to infer from his preſent ſecurity, 
that the continuance! of his zeal and of his exertions were not ne- 
ceſſary. *. | 1 l 

At preſent every part of the country was amply ſupplied with 
forees to reſiſt any attempt which the enemy might venture, to 
make. This was the tate of the remoter parts of the country In 
fie Southern diſtrict there were above 32,000 men, tinder the 
eommand of that able veteran, Sir Charles Grey. In the Eaſtern 
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358 PARLIAMENTARY r 


Dec. 21. 
diſtri there were no leſs than 8 o, ooo men, under the command The rul 
of another moſt able General. Beſides theſe, the forces were ar. farms was 
ranged in fuch a manner, that in two or three days time, the forces mittee was 
in theſe diſtrias might be augmented by above 20,000 men. he taken at 
This was the ſituation of the country with reſpect to its defence, rent was u 
The country was determined to remain free, and it reſted for de. three-fourt 
fence upon its own ſpirit and determination. When upon former When 
oecations he had moved for ſome of the bills for arming the people, Pitt, after 
fome gentlemen exprefled -a little alarm at putting arms into their of the late 
hands, He faid then, what he was convinced was true, that by cuſſion, At 
far, very far the greater body of the people were ſound : and be- was accor 
fides, he knew that the beſt way to make men feel, a love for their ſhould ref 
country was to put them in a way to defend it, He was ſure that Mr. H 
at the time this ſyſtem of arming began, many men had not the woluntecrs 
ſame feelings which they had now ; but by having the means of to be reac 
defending the country put into their hands, they had learnt to value After | 
it. This had contributed much to that fortunate and happy change Wigley, 

upon which they congratulated each other. He concluded with the bill f 
moving, That leave be given to bring in a bill for exempting per- on Wedr 


fons ſerving in volunteer corps from being balloted for the ſupple- 
mentary militia under conditiohts. | 

Honourable E. BOUVERIE expreſſed a wiſh that care ſhould 
be taken that this bill did not interfere with the — 
militia. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG thanked the right honourable gen- 
tleman for the compliment he had paid the country. He then de- 
fcribed a corps to which he belonged, and which he thought entitled 
to the exemptions which the right honourable gentleman had pro- 
poſed. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that from the deſcription which | 
the honourable Baronet had given of the corps, he ſuppoſed it would 

fall within the exemptions. 
Leave was then given to bring in the bill, and Mr. Secretary 
Dundas and the Secretary at War were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 

The Houſe then reſolved. itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider farther of the bill for taxing income in an _ | 
manner, Mr. J. Smith in the chair. | 

The 1oth, 11th, and 12th clauſes were read and agreed to | 
after ſome amendments in different rules, in the diſcuſſion of which 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt, .Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Attorney General, 
Mr. Simeon, and Sir W. Geary, took part. 


Dec. 21.] | DEBATES. 359 


The rule reſpecting the criterion of eſtimating the income of 
arms was the principal topic to which the attention of the Com- 
mittee was directed, and it was agreed that the income ſhould not 
he taken at leſs than one-half, or at more than two-thirds, where the 
rent was under 3ool. nor at leſs than three-fifths, or at more than 
three-fourths, where it exceeded Zool, 

When the 13th clauſe came to be confidered, Mr. Chancellor 
Pitt, after a few words from Mr. Wigley, propoſed, in conſequence 
of the lateneſs of the hour, that the Committee ſhould defer the diſ- 
cuſſion, and report progreſs. The Houſe being reſumed, progreſs 
was accordingly reported, and it was ordered that the Committee 
ſhould reſume the farther conſideration next day. | | 

Mr. HUSKISSON brought up the bill for exempting certain 
yolunteers from ſerving in the militia” Read a firſt, and ordered 
o be read a ſecond time next day. — 

After ſome ſhort obſervations from Mr. Chancellor Pitt, Mr. 
Wigley, and the Speaker, reſpeQing the printing of the report on 
the bill for a general tax upon income, and the conſideration of it 
on Wedneſday next, the Houſe adjourned. 
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360 PARLIAMENTARY [Comoxs, 


An ACCOMPT of all Apprrions which have been —__ to 

the Annual Charge of the PUBLIC DEBT, by the Intereſt 
| or Annuities of any Loan that hath been made, or ANxytries 
created, ſubſequent to the paſſing of an Act 27 Geo. III. Cap. 
13; as required by the 7 2d Section of the ſaid Act: and alſo, 
of the Produce of the ſeveral DuT1es, granted for defraying the 
Charge incurred in reſpe& of the ſame ; in the Year ended the 
Ioth Day of October 1798. 


— 
— ——— cy 


An ACCOMPT of all Appirrons which have been made to 
the Annual Charge of the PUBLIC DEBT, by the Intereſt 
or Annuities for or on Account of any Loan which hath been 
made, or any ANNUITIES which have been created, ſubſequent 
to the paſſing of an Act of the 27th Year of the Reign of his 
preſent Majeſty, intituled, © An Act for repealing the ſeveral 

Duties of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, and granting other Duties in 
lieu thereof, and for applying the ſaid Duties, together with 
* other Duties compoſing the Public Revenue; for permitting 
the Importation of certain Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, 
*« the Produce or Manufacture of the European Dominions of 
« the French King, into this Kingdom ; and for applying cer- 
« tain unclaimed Monies remaining in the Exchequer for the 
«© Payment of Annuitics on Lives, to the ReduQion of the 
National Debt.” : 


By virtue of an act 2q Geo. III. the ſum of 18), oool. 

was raiſed by annuities, after the rate of 71. gs. gd. 

cent. per annum, for the term of 183 years, from 

the 5th of April 1789, and then to ceaſe ; which an- 

nuities were directed by the ſaid act to be added to, 

and made one joint ſtock with, certain annuities 
” granted by two acts of the 18th and 19th years of the 

reign of his preſent Majeſty, payable half. yearly at the 

Bank of England, and charged upon the conſolidated 

fund ; the amount whereof, with the charges of ma- . . #4 

nagement for the ſame, for the year ended the 1oth | 

of October 1798, — — 14,159 2 10 
By virtue of one other act of the ſame ſeſſion, the ſum of 

1,002,5col. was directed to be raiſed by annuities on 

lives, with the benefit of ſurvivorſhip, diſtributed into 

claſſes, and to be paid at the Exchequer, and charged 

apon the coſolidated fund (but by certain perſons neg- 
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Ring to complete their whole payments a deficienc 

was occaſioned, whereby the ſum on which the annui- 
ties were granted amounted to the ſum of 1,002,099: ) 
part of which ſaid annuities, by an act of the zoth 
year of his ſaid Majeſty's reign, were converted into 
annuities for a certain term of 69+ years, from the 
ioth of October 1790, and were directed by the ſaid 


act to be added to, and made one joint ſtock with, 


certain annuities granted by two acts of Parliament of 
the firſt and ſecond years of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, and ſeveral ſubſequent acts, payable at the 
Bank of England, viz. 
The charge for the annuities on lives, 
payable at the Exchequer, or one J. . 4. 
year, from the 10th of October 1797 
to 10th October 1798 — 42,861 1 ® 
Whereof has been reſerved at the Ex- 
chequer for the uſe of the Public, 
and carried to the conſolidated MM 


fund, in reſpe& of the nominees ap- 
pointed by the Com- 
miſſioners of the 
Treafury, for the . «oo . 
quarter ended the 5th 
of January 1798 12,205 © 10 
— alſo _ Ex- : 
chequer, to be carried 
to the conſolidated ' 
fund, for the quarter 
ended the 5th of July 


198 — — 12,196 3 4 


_—— 


24,401 4 2. 


Whereby the charge to the Public is 
reduced to — — — 


The charge for annui- 
ties and management, 5 
_—_ at the Bank of 
ngland, for annuities 
to continue 694 years, 
for one year, ended Lo . 4. 
the roth of October . 
in - oy 
The chargeincurred by MOM Ct 
George Atwood, Eſq. 
inſpector of Tontin 
certificates, to defray | 
the expence attending 
the execution of the 
ibove · mentioned acts | 
of Parliament — 700 Q ® 
The charge for the 
dlerks in the office of 
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the clerk of the Pells, 
for their ſervice in 
executing the ſaid 
acts, for one year, 
ended the 1oth Octo- 
ber 1798 < — = 
'The charge for neceſ- 
ſaries furniſhed by the 


880 © © 


[Commoxs, 


By Virtue 
borrow 
where 
lool. 
Annur 
made 


Uſher of the Ex- 
chequer to the officers 
for managing theſe *** 
annuities 420 8 | 
| — 26,639 15 114 
45,100 12 91 


conſol 
ſevera 
nuary 


The char; 


and mz 
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6,250, 
Engla! 
Comm 
annual 


| | 22 15 "if 
Surplus of this fund for the year ended the roth of Wann 
October 17998 — — ww — $7,721 13 f 


116,981 9 of 


An ACCOMPT of the Produce of the Duties impoſed for the 
Purpoſe of defraying the increaſed Charge occafioned by the 
AxNnvuI1TIEs granted in purſuance of the following Acts, viz. 
An Act of the 29th Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
intituled, An Act for raifing a certain Sum of Money by 
« Way of Annuities ;” and of one other Act of the ſame Sef- 
fion of Parliament, intituled, An Act for raifing a certain 
«« Sum of Money by Way of Annuities, attended with the Be- 
te nefit of Survivorſhip, in Claſſes;“ Part of which Annuities 
were, by an Act 30 Geo. III. Cap. 45, converted into An- 
nuities for an abſolute Term of Years, viz. | 


An AC 
Act 
Fun 
Mar 


VII. 


The pre 
conti 
ende. 


Ditto 


tinu« 


The produce of the additional duties on horſes, granted . . d. 

from the 5th of July 1789, for one year, to the 10th 

of October 17998 — — — 20,028 19 
Ditto of the additional duties on carriages, granted from 

ditto, for the ſame time — _ — 15,983 
Ditto of the additional duties on newſpapers, granted 

from the 1ſt of Auguſt 1789, for the ſame time 30,518 
Ditto of the additional duties on advertiſements, ditto 11,202 14 


Ditto of the additional duty on cards, ditto- — 4,890 
Ditto of the additional duty on dice, ditto — 177 15 
Ditto of the duties on legacies or ſhares of perſonal 
| eſtates, ditto — — — — 4,032 
Ditto of the duties on probates of wills, ditto = 29,548 © 
| " —5iB 


116,981 9 o 
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By Virtue of an Act 33 Geo. III. the Sum of 4, 500, oool. was 
borrowed for the Service of the Lear 1793; the Contributors 
whereof were entitled, for every 7 21. contributed and paid, to 
1001. Capital Stock, after the Rate of 31. per Centum per 

Annum, amounting to 6, 25 o, oool., and to be added to, and 
made One Joint Stock with, the 31. per Centum Annuities, 
conſolidated by Acts 25, 28, 29, 32, and 33 Geo. II., and 
ſeveral ſubſequent Acts, and to commence from the 5th of Ja- 


nuary 1793. 


The charge in reſpect of the ſame, for one year's annuity . . 4. 
and management, amounts to — — 190,312 10 © 


In purſuance of an act 32 Geo. III. cap. 55. directing 
the one-hundredth part of any loan or capital ſtock 
created after the paſſing the ſaid act, there 1s ſet apart 
at the Exchequer, in reſpe& of the ſaid capital of 
6,2 50, oool., and iſſued quarterly to the Bank of 
England, to be by them placed to the account of the 
Commiſſioners for reducing the National Debt, the 
annual ſum of = — nw | an 62,500 © © 


* 1 — 


— 


252,812 10 © 


— 


— 


An ACCOMPT of the Produce of the DuriEs directed by an 
Act 33 Geo. III. to be applied in Aid of the Conſolidated 
Fund, in reſpect to the Charge thereupon by the Annuity and 
Management on 6, 250, oool., payable out of the ſaid Fund, 
viz. : 


The produce of the additional duties on Britiſh ſpirits . . d. 
continued by the above- mentioned act, in the year 
ended the 10th of October 179908 — — 86,949 © © 
Ditto of the additional duties on foreign ſpirits, con- 
tinued by ditto, for the ſame time — — 130,514 @ © 


217,463 © © 
Deficiency of this fund to anſwer the charge 35.349 10 © 


252,812 10 0 
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By Virtue of an Act 34 Geo. III. the Sum of 11,000,000]. 1 
borrowed for the Service of the Year 1794, upon the following 


Terms, viz. | 


% 


The contributors to be entitled, for every rool. contri- 
buted and paid, to 100l. capital, at zl. per centum per 
annum, to commence from the 5th of January 1794, 
to be added to, and made one joint ſtock with, the 
31. per cent. annuities, conſolidated by acts 25, 28, 
29, 32, and 33 Geo. II. and ſeveral ſubſequent acts; . 
which for one year, ended the 5th day of July 1798, 


9. 


[ Commons, 


d. 


with 4,950l, per annum for management, amounts to 334,950 o 0 


And to an additional capital of 251. at 41. per cent. per 
annum, to commence from the 1oth of October 1793, 
making a capital ſtock of 2,750,000. to be added to, 
and made one joint ſtock with, the capital ſtock of 41. 
per cent. annuities, eſtabliſhed by two acts of the 21ſt 
and 22d years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, and 
ſeveral ſubſequent acts; which for one year's annuity, 
together with 1,2371. 10s. for charges of manage- 
ment, due 10th October 1798, amounts to - 

And alſo to an annuity of 11s. 5d. per cent. on the ſaid 
11, oco, coel. to commence from the ſaid roth of Oc- 
tober 1793, to continue for the term of 66Z years, 
and to be added to the joint ſtock of annuities, which 
by two acts of the iſt and 2d years of the reign of his 

reſent Majeſty, were granted for 99 and 98 years, 
rom the 5th of January 1761, and the 5th of January 
1762 reſpectively, and then to ceaſe ; which annuity 
for one year, together with 7o6l. 8s. 15d, for charges 
of management, due 1oth of October 1798, amounts 

In purſuance of the act 32 Geo. III. directing the one- 
hundredth part of any loan or capital ſtock created 
after paſſing the ſaid act, there is ſet apart at the Ex- 

chequer, in reſpect of the ſaid 11, ooo, oool. in zl. per 
cent. annuities, and iſſued quarterly to the Bank of 
England, to be by the n carried to the account of the 
Commiſſioners for reducing the National Debt, the 
annual ſum of — — — — 

And in reſpect of the capital of 2,750, oool. in 41. per 
cent. annuities, created by the ſaid act 34 Geo. III. 
the farther annual ſum of — — — 

And alſo in reſpect of the future annual value of the 
annuities granted for 664 years, at the end of 45 years, 
the farther annual ſum * — 


110, ooo 
27,500 


9,680 
Py two acts 34 Geo. III. for granting 


annuities in liew of Navy and Vic- a 
tualling Bills, ſuch proprietors of 
Navy and Victualling Bills as were 
made out on or before the 31ſt of 


111,237 10 
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March 1793, who ſhould deliver up 
their bills to be cancelled, were to 
be entitled, for every 1001. con- 
tained in ſuch hills, to a capital of 
z011. in annuities, at 5l. per cent, 
per annum, to be added to, and 
made one joint ſtock with, certain 
|. per cent. annuities, eſtabliſhed 
by two acts of the 24th and 25th 
years of the reign of his — 
Majeſty, and to commence from the 
zth of January 1794, whereby an 
addition was made to the ſaid ca- 
ital ſtock of 5l. per centum annu- 
ities, granted by the ſaid acts 24th 
and 25th Geo, III. of 1,926,525l. 
128. 5d. The annuity payable for 
the ſame, together with 8661. 188. 
82d. for management, for one year, 
amounts to —— — — 


In purſuance of the above-mentioned 
at of the 32d Geo, III. directing 
the one-hundredth part of any loan 
or capital ſtock created in reſpect of 
the ſaid act, there is ſet apart at the 
Exchequer, in reſpect of the ſaid 
capital of 1,926, 52 l. 128. gd. and 
iſſued quarterly to the Bank of 
England, to be by them carried to 
the account of the Commiſſioners 
for reducing the National Debt, the 


annual ſum of — — 
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Surplus of this furd for the year ended the 1oth of 


October 1798 — — 


167,019 12 
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366 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 
The Produce of the following DUT1Es, granted or continued b 
ſundry Acts of Parliament of the 34th Year of the Reign of his 
preſent Majeſty, for defraying the increaſed Charge on the Con- 
ſolidated Fund by Annuities, &c. eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Ads 
34 Geo. III. for One Year, ended the 1oth Day of October 


1798. 


The net produce of the additional duties on Britih C. . 4 


ſpirits, granted from 21ſt February 1794 — 87,668 o o 
Ditto of the additional duties on foreign ſpirits, granted 

from ditto — — — — £27,235 © a 
Ditto of the ſtamp duties on indentures of clerkſhips to | 

ſolicitors and attornies, granted from the 5th of Fe- 

bruary 1794 — — — — 16,760 1 4 
Ditto of the additional duties of exciſe on bricks and | 

tiles, granted from the 28th of March 1794 48,760 0 0 
Nitto of the additional dutics of cuſtoms on bricks and 

tiles, granted from ditto — — — 167 9 4 
Ditto of the additional duties on glaſs, granted from the 

17th of April 1794 _ _ — 43,569 © 0 
Ditto of the duties on ſlate, ſtone, and marble, granted 

from 5th July 179949 — — — 13,057 18 6 


Ditto of the duties of exciſe on diſtilleries, and on li- 
cences to diſtillers in Scotland (after deducting there- 
from 27, oool., part of the annual ſum of 36, oool.) 122,212 15 © 


Ditto of the duties of exciſe on paper, C. 1. d 


granted from 5th April 1794 159,961 © 0 
Ditto of the cuſtom duties on ditto . 7.699 IO 11 


167,660 10 11 
Deduct 


The annual directed by an act 34 Geo. 
III. cap. 20. to be ſet apart out 
of theſe duties, and carried to the 


conſolidated fund _ — 25,000 © © 
| — — 92,660 10 11 
The produce of the duties on ſugar . FFF 
Ditto of the ſtamp duties on certificates iſſued for killing 
game. — — — — 17,438 1 3 


Ditto of the duties on bills and receipts (after deducting 
128, 600l. per annum, carried to the conſolidated fund) 44,971 7 $ 


Ditto of the 10l. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes  — 50,378 12 6; 


—— — 


940,343 12 1% 
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DEBATES. „ 


Fj Virtue of an Act 35 Geo. III. the Sum of 18, ooo, oool. 
was borrowed for the Service of the Year 1795; the Contri- 
5 butors whereof were entitled, for every 1 ool. contributed and 
paid, to xool. Stock in Annuities, at 3l. per Cent. to com- 
mence from the 5th of January 1795, and to be incorporated 
into, and made One Joint Stock with, the 31. per Cent. Conſo- 
E lidated Annuities, which were granted by AQts 25, 28, 29, 32, 
dd 33 Geo. II. and by ſeveral ſubſequent Acts; and alſo to 
4 231. 6s. 8d. in Annuities, at 41. per Cent. to commence from 

the 1 oth of October 1794, and to be added to, and made One 
Joint Stock with, certain 41. per Cent. Annuities, Eſtabliſhed by 
Two Acts of Parliament of the 2oth and 21ſt Years of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's Reign, and ſeveral ſubſequent Acts; and by the 
ſaid Act alſo a farther Annuity of 8s, 6d. per Cent. per Annum, 
for a certain Term of 654 Years, to commence from the x oth 
of October 1794; and alſo, by one other Act of the ſame Seſ- 
fion, to an additional Annuity of 1s. per Cent. per Annum from 
the ſame Time, and for the fame Term, making together gs. 6d. 
per Cent. per Annum, and to be together incorporated into, and 
made One Joint Stock with, certain Annuities, which were 
granted for 99 and 98 Years, from the 5th of January 1761 
and the 5th of January 1762 (and then to ceaſe) and were made 
One Joint Stock of Annuities,. with certain other Annuities, by 
divers Acts of His Majeſty's Reign: All which ſeveral Annui- 
ties, and the Charges attending the ſame, are charged upon, and 
made payable out of, the Conſolidated Fund, viz. 
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The annual charge in reſpect of 18,000,000. at zl. per 

cent. per annum, granted by the ſaid act, commencing . . d. 

from the gth January 1795, including 8,1e0l. per 

annum for management, amounts to 548,100 0 © 
The annual charge of the ſaid 41. per cent. annuities of 

33]. 6s. 8d. for each 100l. contributed, making a ca- 

pital of 6, ooo, oool., commencing from the loth of 

October 1794, including 2,700l. per annum for ma- 


nagement, amounts to — — — 242,700 0 0 
The annual charge of gs. 6d. per cent. per annum on the | 
laid 18,000,000l. commencing from the ſaid 1cth of a 
October 1794, to continue 654 years, including 9611. 
178. 6d, for management, amounts to - 86,461 17 6 


The one-hundredth part of the ſaid 18, ooo, oool. to be 
ſet apart at the Exchequer, and iſſued to the Bank of 
ngland, to be by them carried to the account of the 
Commiſſioners for reducing the Nationl Debt, pur- 


ſuant to the act 32 Geo. III. will amount to the an- 
al ſum of - - - 


5 > 180,000 © 0 


368 | PARLIAMENTARY © [ Commons, 
The one-hundredth part of the ſaid 6, ooo, oool. in 4l. FL. . 


r cent. annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, The Pr 
and iſſued to the Bank, to be carried to the account of Parti; 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, will amount to the annual jeity, 

ſum of — — — _—_ 60,000 o o Fund 
The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, to be 35 C 
iſſued to the Bank, and to be carried to the account 4 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, in reſpect of the vaule of . 
the annuities granted for 654 years, at the end of 
45 years, amounts to — — — 12,835 © © 
s „ - —. The proc 
1,130,096 17 6 23d F 
By an act 35 Geo. III. for granting Ditto of 
annuities to ſatisfy Navy and Victu- Ditto of 
alling Bills, to ſuch proprietors of 5 
Navy and Victualling Bills as were 
made out on or before the 3oth of Ditto of 
September 1793, who ſhould de- ditto 
liver up their bills to be cancelled, Ditto of 
were entitled, for every 100l. con- 1795 
tained in ſuch bills, to a capital of Ditto of 
1081. in annuities, after the rate of ram 
gl. per cent. per annum, to com- 
mence from the 5th January 1795 ; Ditto of 
and to be added to, and made one from 
joint ſtock with, certain annuities, Ditto o: 
eſtabliſhed by the acts 24, 25, and ſalt a 
34 years of His Majeſty's reign, Ditto o 
whereby an addition was made to hair- 
the capital of 5l. per cent. annuities, 8 
granted by the ſaid acts, of Bo = 
1,609,897]. 178. 1d.: the annual J. . &. OY 
ſam payable in reſpect of the ſame | Ditto « 
amounts to — — — 305494 17 10 from 
And for management of the ſame, the Ditto o 
annual ſum of — — 724 9 1 Caſh br 
| — Poſt. 
$1,219 6 11 a 
The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the toth 
Exchequer, in reſpect of the one- The pr 
hundredth part of the ſaid capital of 
1, 609, 897. 17s. 1d. purſuant to 
the above-mentioned act of the 32 
Geo. III. will amount to 16,098 19 6 
— — — 97,318 6 3 
| | 1,227,415 3 11 
Surplus of this fund in the year ended the 10th of 
ober 1798 — — = $2,082 1 105 
Vo 


1,309, 97 5 9 


— 


DEBATES. 


The Produce of the following DuT1es granted by ſundry Ads of 
Parliament of the 35th Year of dhe Reign of his preſent Ma- 
jeity, tor defraying the increaſed Chaige an the Conſolidaced 
Fund, in reſpect of the Anniitics, &. eſtabliſhed by the Acts 
35 Geo. III. from the 541 day of July 1795, for One Year, 


ended the 1oth of October 1798. 


The produce of the additional duties on wines, from the 


23d February 1795 — — — 
Ditto of the additional duty on ſweets, from ditto 


Ditto of the additional duties on Britiſh ſpirits, from 
ditto — — — — * 


Ditto of the additional duties on foreign ſpirits, from 


Ditto of the additional duties on tea, from 16th March 
1795 yon . _ ** 

Ditto of the additional duties on coffee and cocoa nuts, 
from ditto hy — — — 


Ditto of the duties on fruit, ſallad oil, waſte ſilk, &c. 
from 5th April 179 — — — 


Ditto of the additional duty on the exportation of rock 
ſalt and coals, from ditto — — i 


Ditto of the duties on certificates iſued for uſing 
hair-powder, trom gth May 1795 — — 


Ditto of the additional ſtamp duties on writs, agree- 
ments, indentures, &c. from 5th July 1795 


Ditto of the additional ſtamp duties on receipts, &c. 
from ditto — — — — 


Ditto of the ſtamp duty on ſea inſurances, from ditto 


Caſh brought to this accompt from the revenue of the 
Poſt- office, on 40, oool. per annum, purſuant to an 
act 37 Geo. III. cap. 18. for one year, ended the 


Fa” 
389.958 » 
55883 © 
86,214 © 
127,007 © 
194,132: $ 
23-71] 8 
106,876 13 
aka O 
157,078 6 
31,777 18 
7278 3 
96,059 8 
49,000 o 
24,601 10 
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1, 309.497 5 9 


roth October 1798 — — — 
The produce of the duties on ſpirit licences — 
Vor. VII. 3B 
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370 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons, 


By Virtue of an AQ 36 Geo. III. the Sum of 18, ooo, oool. was 
borrowed for the Service of. the Year 1796, the Contributors 


| Whereof were entitled, for every ol. contributed and paid, to 


I 00]. Stock, in 31. per Cent. Conſolidated Annuities, and to an 
additional Stock of 201. in like Jl. per Cent. Conſolidated An. 
nuities; the Whole to commence from the 5th of July 1795, 
and to be conſolidated and made One Joint Stock with certain 
Annuities conſolidated by the Ads 25, 28, 29, 32, and 33 
Geo. II. and ſeveral ſubſequent Acts of Parliament; and alſo 
to a farther additional Stock of 251. for each 1ool. ſo paid, in 
Reduced Annuities, at 31. per Cent. to be added to, and made 
One Joint Stock with, the 31. per Cent. Annuities, which were 
reduced from 41. per Cent. per Annum to 31. per Cent. per An- 
num by an Act 23 Geo. II. and conſolidated and made One 


Joint Stock with other Annuities by ſundry ſubſequent Acts, and 


to commence from the roth of October 1795; and alſo to a 
farther Annuity of 6s. 6d. per Cent. to continue for a certain 
Term of 644 Years, from the ſaid 1 oth of October 1795, and 
then to ceaſe; and to be added to, and made One Joint Stock 
with, certain Annuities granted for 99 and 98 Years, and by 
ſundry Acts of Parliament with other Annuities conſolidated and 
made One Joint Stock, and charged upon the Conſolidated 
Fund: And by one other Act 36 Geo. III. the Sum of 
7,500,000l. was alſo borrowed for the Service of the ſaid Year 
I 796, the Contributors whereof were entitled, for every 100l. 
contributed and paid, to 1ool. Stock in the ſaid 3l. per Cen- 
tum Conſolidated Annuities, and to an additional Stock of 
201. in the ſaid 31. per Cent. Conſolidated Annuities, to com- 


mence from the 5th of January 1796, and to be conſolidated - 


and made One Joint Stock with certain Annuities conſolidated 
by the ſaid Acts 25, 28, 29, 32, and 33 Geo. II. and ſeveral 
ſubſequent Acts; and alſo to a farther additional Capital of 251. 
per Cent. for each 100l. fo paid, in Reduced Annuitics, at 3]. 
per Cent. to be added to, and made One Joint Stock with, the 


faid 31. per Cent. Annuities, which were reduced from 41. to 


31. per Cent. by an Act 33 Geo. II. and conſolidated and 
made One Joint Stock with other Annuities by ſundry ſubſe- 
quent As, and to commence from the 5th of April 1790 ; 
and alſo to a farther additional Annuity of 5s. 6d. per Cent. to 
continue for a certain term of 634 Years, to commence from 
the ſaid 5th of April 1796, and then to ceaſe. * | 


The annual charge in reſpect of 18,000,009], together 
with the additional capital of 20l. per cent. making 
together 21,000,900, (but reduced by certain perſons 


neglectir 
4, 00l. 
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DEBATES. 371 


neglecting to complete their whole payments for 

4,200l, to the ſum of 21,595,800l ) in conſolidated J. . 4. 
zl. per cent. annuities, from the 5th July : 795, to- 

gether with 9,7181. 28. 2d. for management 657,592 2 2 
The annual charge of the additional 2 5. per cent. in : 

zl. per cent. reduced annuities, amounting to 

4, 500, ocol., from the 1oth October 1795, with 

2,0251. for charge of management - — 137 ð» 
The annual charge of the additional 6s. 6d. per cent. | 

on 1, oo o. fon 644 years, from the ſaid 10th of 

October 1795, together with 6551. 2s. 6d. for ma- 

nagement ö 
The one hundredth part of 21, 595, Sool. in conſolidated 

4]. per cent. annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, 

purſuant to the ſaid act 32 Geo. III. for one year 215,958 © 0 
The one hundredth part of 4,500,000. in reduced 3]. | 

r cent, annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, 

purſaant to the ſaid act 32 Geo. III. for the fame time 45,000 o © 
The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, purſu- 

ant to the ſaid act 32 Geo. III, in reſpect of the 

value of the annuities granted for 644 years, at the 

end of 45 years — — 8,460 0 0 


— — — — —— 


595158 2 6 


5 1,7230 <4: $ 
The annual charge in reſpet of 


7,500,000l.,, together with the ad- 

ditional capital of 2ol. per cent., 

making together 9,000,000]. (but 

reduced, by certain perſons neglect- 

ing to compl-te their whole pay- 

ments for 65,8901. to the ſum of 

8,934. 200l.) in conſolidated zl, . . 4. 

per cent. annuities, from the 5th 

January 1796, together with 4, ozol. 

75. 91d. for management — 272,046 7 92 
The annual charge of the additional | 

251. per cent. in zl. per cent. re- 

duced annuities, amounting to 

1,875.000l. (but reduced, by ccr- 

tain perſons neglecting to complete 

their whole payments for 15,3751. 

to the ſum of 1,859,6251.) from 

the 5th of April 1796, with 8361. | 

108. 75d. for management 56,625 11 71 
The annual charge of the additional 

Pp 6d. per cent. on 7, 50, oool. 

or 634 years, from the ſaid 5th of 

April 1796, (after deducting the 

annuity of 421. 128. 6d. forfeited 

by certain perſons not completing 

their whole payments) with 2311. 

118, for management — 20,813 18 6 
The one-hundredth part of 8,9 34,2001. 

in conſolidated zl. per cent. annui- 
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372 PARLIAMENTARY 


ties, to be ſet apart at the Ex- 
chequer, purſuant to the act 32 Geo, 
III. for ne year — — 
The one hundredth part of 1,8 50, 62 öl. 
in reduced 31. per cent. annuities, 
to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, 
purſuaat to the iaid act 32 Geo, III. 
for the lame time — — 
The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the 
Exchequer, purſuant to the act 32 
Geo. III. in reſpect of the value of 
the annuiti-s granted for 634 years, 
from the 5th of April 1796. at the 
end of 45 years — — 
By an act 36 Geo. III. cap. 122. for 
_ annuities to ſatisfy certain 
avy, Victualling, and Tranſport 
Bills, ſuch proprietors of the ſaid 
bilis as were made out on or before 
the 31{t of May i795, who ſhould 
3 their bills to be cancelled 
on or before the iſt of July 1766, 
were entitled. for every :ool. con- 
tained in the ſaid bills, to the ſum 
of 1631. capital ſtock, attended 
with annuities, after the rate of 51, 
per ceptun per annum, to com- 
mence from the 5th of January 
1796 ; and ſuch proprietors of bills 
made out after the 3ift of May 
1795, and on or before the zoth 
of September 1705, who ſnould 
deliver up their ſaid bills to be can- 
celled before the ſaid iſt of July 
1796, ſhould be entitled, for every 
lool. contained in the ſaid bills, to 
1041. capital ſtock, attended with 
the like anauities, after the rate of 
zl. per cent. per annum, to eom- 
mence from the {aid gth of January 
1796, and to be added to, and made 
one joint ſtock with, certain annui- 
ties, at pl. per cent, per annum, 
eſtabliſned by the acts 23, 24, 34, 
and 35 Geo. III., and charged upon 
the conſolidated fund; in conſe- 
quence of which act there has been 
delivered up, in Navy, Victualling, 
and Tranſport Bills, for which an- 


nuities, to the amount of 4.4 4,0741. 


48. 6d. have been eſtabliſhed, and 
become payable at the Bank of 
England: which annuities, with 


10 
89,3420 0 


18,595 5 © 


2,925 o © 
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:,q861. 6s. 8d. for management, . . 4. 
amount, per annum, to — 222,090 © 104 


The one- hundredth part of 4,414,074]. 
„6d. in annuities at 51. per cent. 
to be ſet apart at the Exchequer 
quarterly, purſuant to the act 32 
Geo, III. to be paid to the Bank of 
England, to be a them carried to 
the account of the Commiſlioners 
for reducing the National Debt, is, £ $M 
per annum — — 44,140 14 10 | 
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The Produce of the following DuTrts granted by ſundry Acts of 
Parliament of the 36th Year of the Reign of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, for defraying the increaſed Charge on the Conſolidated 

f Fund, in reſpect to the Annuitics, &c. eſtabliſhed by the*AQs 
36 Gco. III. from the 10th of October 1797, to the Ioth of 
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I October 1798. Mi 
| £56 4 1 
The produce of the duties on ſpirit licences —— 89.900 o © it | 
The produce of the additional duties on tobacco and 1 
ſnuff, granted from 7th December 1795 — 183,265 © © 14 
The arrears of the additional 10l. per cent. on aſſeſſed 1 
taxes, from the 1oth of October 1795 $0,735 2 94 + 3M! 
Ditto of the 2s. duty on n from the. * of April 6 N 1 
„ — 9 't 
Ditto of the additional tax on horks, from ditto 115.757 17 Is 4 "Rt 
The pro luce of the tax on On, from the 24th . | 
of December 1795 — 1% 1 
Ditto of the tax on legacies, om the 26th of April 1796 19,118 7 3 . 
Ditto of the duties of cuſtoms on wines — Hi 1x9 1 
Ditto of the duties of exciſe on ditto, from the 17th of | 1 
April 17996 — —- 00 0 % i 
Ditto of the additional duties on ſweets, from ditto 6,985 © 0 8 
Ditto of the tax on hats, from the 5th of Auguſt 1796, 9 
(after reſerving 9,479 l. 118. for the conſolidated | 1 
fund) 41,416 3 9 7 i 
The arrears of the tax on dogs, from the 5th of july by "Ti 
1796 -- 76.952 10 74 1 
The reduction of the Erawbacks on ſu gar 116,0 76 5 8 1 


— 


The allowance for waſte on ſalt, from the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1796 32,000 © 0 
Deficiency of this fund t to anſwer the charge — 358,297 11 6 


— 


— 2 . 
— r 
S _ 


1,850,373 3 32 
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In purſuance of an Ad 37 Geo. III. Cap. ro, 18,000,000! The annual 
were ſubſcribed for the Service of the Year 1 797 the ae j. mo” 
butors he ref were entitled, for every lool. contributed od 3. ent 
paid, ro the Principal Sun of 1121. 10s. in a Capital Stock of | the on 
Annuities, carrving 5). per Cent. per Annum, to commence for ditto 

The annual 


fron the toth of Ogober 1796 : And by one other AQ 37 


* . ths 
Geo III. the Sum of 1 4,500,000]. was directed to be raiſed wg 


ditto 


by Way of Annuitics for the Service of the Year 1797 ; the The one-hu 
Conuctburors whereof to be entitled, for every Tool. ee eee 
and paid, io l ool., with an additional Capital of 251. in the —_— 
31. per Cent. Conſolidated Annuities, and to commence from — 
the 5th of January 1797 ; to an additional Capital of gol. in tional D 
the 3l. per Cent. Reduced Annuities, and to commence from The one-H1 
the 5th of April 179, ; allo to an additional Capital of 20l. 2 1 
per Cent. in the Capiral Stock of 41. per Cent. Annuities, to 3 
commence from the 5th of April 1797 ; and to a farther An. The one-b 
nuity of 6s. 6d. (ſubject to ſuch Deduction as is mentioned in ee 
the ſaid Act) to continue for a certain Term of 62 Years and 9 per a 
ENT of Sel 2797. £000 opens The the ann 
payable at the Bank of England, of Apr! 
and charged on the Conſolidated Fund. | to the | 
By one other Ac of the ſame Seſſion of Parliament, for guaran- Nat . 
teeing the Pay ment of the Dividends on a Loan of 1, 620, oool. 258 
to the Emperor of Germany, and the regular Redemption of the 
Capital to be ereated thereby, the Contributors for raiſing the 
ſame were entitled to an Annuity at 31. per. Cent. after the Rate 2 — 
of 2 > 61, ros. Capital Stock for every 100l. contributed and Exchec 
paid; which Annuity, upon the Failure of depoſiting in the Victua 
Hands of the Bank of England ſufficient Monies to pay the ſaid - 8 
Annuities, and of a Sum Equal to 11. per Cent. per Annum on their 
the Capital of the ſaid Loan, is charged upon, and made payable 00], « 
out of, the Conſolidated Fund. | the an 
N. B. The whole Sum of 3,500,000l., in Addition to 8 5 
14, 5 oo, oool., not having been raiſed, a Deduction was there- wh 
fore made on the Annuity of 62 Years and 9 Months of 06s. to 131 
per Cent. | | | ber- 
119], 
The annual charge on 20, 124,84 3l. 1 68. the amount —. 
of 1121. 10s. at gl. per cent. on 17,888, 7 fol., the FL. 6. d. 3 
* rug in full on the firſt above-men- | boy t 
rr — ha 0 
the amount of 14,500,000). at 125]. per cent. with to t 
8,1561. 5s. for management m—— — 557,006 5 © to co 


DEBATES. 375 


The annual charge at zl. per cent. on 9,250,000l, . 6. 4. 
the amount of 14,52 ,oocl. at 5ul. per cent, with 5 
3,2621. 10s. for management — 220, 762 10 © 

The annual charge of 41. per cent. on 2. 900, oool., | 
the amount of ditto, at 2cl. per cent. with 1,3 51, 
for ditto — Sas 117,305 0 0 

The annual charge of 6s. per cent. for 62 years and | 
g months on 14,500,000l., with 4891. 5s. 6d. for 
ditto — „ 

The one- hund redth part of 20,124,841. 158. in cl. 
per cent. annuities, to be quarterly ſet apart at the 
Exchequer, purſuant to an act 32 Geo. III. to be 
paid to the Bank, to be by them carried to the ac- 
count of the Commiſſioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt — 201,248 8 9 

The one-hundredth part of 18,125,0-0l. in conſoli- 
dated 41. per cent. annuities ; ditto = -. 1 

The one-hundredth part of 7,250,000). in reduced 
1], per cent. annuities ; ditto — - — 72,500 

The one-hundredth part of 2, 900, oool. in 41. per 
cent. annuities; ditto | | 

The anaual ſum to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, 
purſuant to the ſaid act 32 Geo, III. in reſpect of 
the annuities granted tor 624 years, from the 5th 
of April 1797, at the end of 45 years, to be paid 
to the Bank, and to be by them carried to the ac- 
compt of the ſaid Commiſſioners for reducing the 
National Debt — — 5.920 0 © 


43,989 7 6 
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2,439,179 18 7 


By an act 37 Geo. III. cap. 9. for granting annuities 
to ſatisfy certain Navy, Victualling, Tranſport, and 
Exchequer Bills, ſuch proprietors of the ſaid Navy, 
Victualling, and Tranſport Bills, as were made out on 
or before the 31 of December 1795, who ſhould, on 
or before the 11th of November 1796, deliver up 
their bills to be cancelled, were entitled for every 
lool. contained in the certificates to be made out for 
the amount of the principal and intereſt of the ſaid 
bills (and ſo in proportion for a greater or leſs ſum) 
to 178], 11s. 5d. in the 31. per ceut, conſolidated an- 
nuities, to commence from the 5th of July 1796; or 
to 1381. 178. 94d, in the 41. per cent. annuities, to 
commenee from the roth of October 1796; or to 
1191, os. 114d. in the zl. per cent. annuities, to com- 
mence from the 5th July 1796, at the option of ſuch 
proprietor : and the proprietors of ſuch bills as were 
dated after the 31ſt of December 1795, and on or be- | 
fore the zoth of April 1796, who ſhould deliver up : 
their bills to be cancelled on or before the ſaid 11th 
of November 1796, ſhould be entitled for every 100). 
to 176l. 198. 92d. in the ſaid zl. per cent annuities, 
to commence from the ſaid 5th of July 1796 ; or to 
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1371. 188. 73d in the ſaid 41. per cent. annuities, to The annual 
commence from the ioth of October 790; or to 764,861 
118l. 6s. 105d. in the ſaid sl. per cent. annuit ies, to of Navy 
commence from the gth of July 1796, at the option port Bill 
of the ſaid proprietor: and the proprietors of the like charges « 
bills, made out after the zoth of April 1796, and on The annua 
or before the 31iit of July 1796, who ſhould deliver 2,030.50 
up their bills to be cancelled on or before the ſaid of ditto, 
11th of November 796. ſhould be entitled to 1751. The annual 
Ss. gd. in the ſaid 31. per cent. annuities, to com- 1,999,6c 
mence from the ;th July 1796; or to 1361. gs. 3;d. of Excl 
in the ſaid 4]. per cent. annuities, to commence from be canc 
the 1oth of October 1796; or to 1171. 128, 114d. in acts, wit 
the ſaid 51. per Cent. annuities, to commence from the nagemer 
ſaid 5th of July 1796; and the proprietors of ſuch The annua 
bills as were made out after the 3 iſt of July 796, and 104,432 
on or before the 25th October 1796 who ſhould carry of ditto 
their bills to be cancelled on or before the ſaid iith manage! 
of November 796, ſhould be entitled to 173l. 188. The annu; 
3d. in the ſaid zl. per cent. annuities, to commence 270,20: 
from the 5th July 1796; or to 136l. is. 1d. in of ditto 
the 41. per cent. annuities, to commence from the manage 
10th October 1796; or to 1161. 198. 2d. in the ſaid The one- 
5]. per cent. annuities, to commence from the ſaid 5th of 3l. j 
of July 1796. | | ties, gr 
And by the faid act, the proprietors of any Exchequer tualling 
bills made out by virtue of an act 36 Geo. III. cap. vered u 
31. who ſhould on or before the ſaid 11th of No- the acts 
vember 1796, carry ſuch Exchequer bills to the at the 
paymaſter of Exchequer bills to be cancelled, ſhould act 32 
be entitled, for every 100l. (and ſo in proportion for Ditto of 
any greater or leſs ſum contained in the certificates cent. ar 
to be made out for the ſame to 176l. 19s. 94d. in ſaid bi 
the ſaid 31. per centum annuities, to commence from 37 Gec 
the 5th of July 1796; or to 1371. 18s. 75d. in the Ditto of 2 
ſaid 41. per cent. annuities, to commence from the cent. 2 
10th of October 1796; or to 118]. 6s. 104d. in the the ſai 
ſaid 51. per cent. annuities, to commence from the ſaid acts 3. 
sth of July 1796, at the option of the ſaid proprie- Ditto of 
tors, Ihe faid feveral annuities to be paid and pay- per ce 
able out of the conſolidated fund. _ | grante. 
N. B. By a ſubſequent act, a farther time was al- delivei 
| lowed the proprietors of the ſaid bills to de- ant to 
liver them up. 8 be ſet 
The annual charge at zl. per cent. on ſuance 
16 48, 1751. 5s. (to which the ſum Ditto of 
of 16, 441,17 5l. 4s. 9d. granted in cent.: 
lieu of Navy, Victualling, and ditto, 
Tranſport Bills, is reduced in that Ditto of 
ſtock at the Bank, by the Navy office | cent.: 
having withdrawn cheeques to the ditto, 
amount of 3.643 l. 188. gd., and ſe- 
veral alterations and additions made . t. d. 
by the Bank) with 75,3971. 38. 62d. „ 
for charges of management 500,542 8 8 Voi 


DEBATES. 
The annual charge at 41. percent, on G. . 
764,86 fl. 58. 10d. granted in lieu 

of Navy, Victualling, and Tranſ- 

port Bills, with 3441. 38. 7d. for 

charges of management 

The annual charge at gl. per cent. on 
2,030. 590l. 78. 2d. granted in lieu 
of ditto, with g131.15s. 4d. for ditto 102,443 11 

The annual charge at 41. per cent. on 
1,999,699]. 48. 4d. granted in lieu 

of Exchequer bills delivered up to 
be cancelled, purſuant to the ſaid 
acts, with 8991, 17s. 35d. for ma- 
nagement _ — 

The annual charge at 4. per cent. on 
104, 4321. 5s. 8d, granted in lieu 
of ditto, with 461. 19s. 101d. for 
management 

The annual charge at 51. per cent. on 
270,2021. 45. 8d. granted in lieu 
of ditto, with 1211. 118. 95d. for 
management — 
The one-hundredth part of the capital 
of zl. per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties, granted in lieu of Navy, Vic- 
tualling, and Tranſport Bills, deli- 
vered up to be cancelled purſuant to 
the acts 37 Geo. III. to be ſet apart 
at the Exchequer, purſuant to an 
act 32 Geo. III. | — ' 164,408 19 

Ditto of 564,8611. 5s. 10d. in 4]. per 
cent. annuities, granted 1n lieu of the 
ſaid bills purſuant to the ſaid acts, 

37 Geo, III. ditto 

Ditto of 2,039,5961. 7s. 2d. in 51. per 
cent. annuities, granted in lieu of 
the ſaid bills purſuant to the ſaid 
acts 37 Geo, III. ditto - "BA 

Ditto of -1,999,6991. 48. 4d. in 31: 
per cent. conſolidated annuities, 
granted in lieu of Exchequer bills 
delivered up to be cancelled, purſu- 
ant to the id acts 37 Geo. III. to 
be ſet apart at the Exchequer in pur- 
ſuance of the act 32 Geo. III. 

Ditto of 104, 43 2l. 58. 8d. in 41. per 
cent. annuities, granted in lieu of 
ditto, ditto — — 

Ditto of 270, 20al. 48. 8d. in gl. per 
cent. annuities, granted in lieu of 
ditto, ditto | 


30, 938 12 


— 


60,899 16 


4.224 5 


13,631 12 


— 


7,648 12 


20,305 19 


19,996 19 


1,044 6 
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By an act 37 Geo. III. cap. 144. 1,500,000l. was 
granted for the ſervice of Ireland, the intereſt and 
charges to be provided for in ſuch manner as the 
Parliament of that kingdom ſhould approve; there- 
fore the expences incurred on that account, which 
are paid by quirterly payments at the Exchequer, 
mult be deducted from the charge of the above- 
mentioned loan, and amounts per annum to 


[ Commonxs, 


Le 


5. 


* —— 


d. 


126,871 1 105 


Which will reduce the above charge to 93,241,087 1 


The Produce of the following Durixs granted by ſundry Ads of 
Parliament of the 37th Year of the Reign of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, for defraying the increaſed Charge on the Conſolidated 
Fund, in reſpect of the Annuities, &c. eſtabliſhed by the Ads 
37 Geo. III. from the Cmmencement of the ſaid Duties, to 


the 1 oth of October 1798, viz. 


The produce of the duties of cuſtoms on ſugar and 


bricks, with the gl. and 10l. per cent. granted from 
the 28th December 1796 — — 


Ditto of the duty of exciſe on bricks made in Great 
Britain, from ditto | 3 
Ditto of the duty on cocoa nuts, from ditto — 


Ditto of the additional duty on tea, from the 8th De- 


cember 1796 — 
Ditto of the additional duty on Britiſh ſpirits, from 
the 1oth December 1796 — 
Ditto of the additional duty on foreign ſpirits 
Ditto of the additional tax on ſtage coaches, granted 
from the th January 1797 — 
Ditto of the additional tax on auctions, granted from 
the 28th December 1796 
Ditto of the additional tax of 3d. per pound on pep- 
per, &c. granted from 18th July 1797 
Ditto of the additional tax of 20ol. per cent. from 5th 
April 1797 _ — _ 
Ditto of the additional tax on inhabited houſes, from 
5th July 1797 | 
Ditto of the additional tax on male ſervants, ditto 
Ditto of the additional tax of 3s. on horſes, charged 
by the act 37 Geo. III. granted from the 5th of 
July 1797 4 
Ditto of the farther additional tax on horſes and 
mules, granted from ſaid 5th July 1797 — 
Ditto of the tax on clocks and watches, granted from 
ditto — — 
Ditto of the produce of the duties on wrought plate 
Ditto of the produce of the duties on ſpirit licences 
Surplus income of the Poſt- office, after reſerving the 


ſum of 410, 5 56l. and of 40, oool. for one, year, 
to oth October 1798 — 


L. 


25,755 
5,604 


252,442 


87,623 
126,215 


53,5110 
45415 


126, 176 


2447835 


43,910 
6,960 


66,420 


4,285 


48,820 


3 
12,250 


207.444 


399,261 13 


0 
O 


O 0 


The produc 


from the 
per annur 


Deficiency 
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The produce of the additional ſtamp duties, granted F © Fg 
from the 5th July 1707, after deducting 156,6051. : 

IO 2 25 547.959 15 © 
Deficiency of this fund to anſwer the charge 936,597 2 2 


3,241,087 1 8; 


In purſuance of an Act 38 Geo. III. Cap. 37. 17, ooo, oool. 
were borrowed for the Service of the Year 1798, the Contri- 
butors whereof were entitled for every 100l. contributed and 
paid to the Capital Stock of 1 501. in Annuities, at 3. per cent. 
to commence from the 5th of January 1798, and to be added 
to, and made One Joint Stock of Annuities with, the 31. per 
Cent. Conſolidated Annuities, payable at the Bank of England ; 
to an additional Capital of 5 ol. per Cent. to commence from the 
5th of April 1798, to be added to, and made One Joint Stock 
with, the Reduced Annuities, payable at the ſaid Bank; and 
alſo to an Annuity at the Rate of 4s. 11d. per Cent. to continue 
for a certain Term of 61 Years and 9 Months, from the faid 
5th of April 1798, and then to ceaſe; to be added to, and made 
One Joint Stock with, certain Annuities payable there, conſoli- 
dated by ſundry AQts of Parliament, and called Long Annui- 
ties: Which ſeveral Annuities are by the ſaid Act charged upon 
the Conſolidated Fund, and directed to be payable and paid at 


the fame Time, and in the ſame Manner, as the Annuities 


charged upon that I'und art payable and paid. | 

By the Act 38 Geo. III. Cap. 16. for granting an Aid and Contri- 
bution to His Majeſty for the Proſecution of the War, it is di- 
rected that the Produce, to the Amount of ' 7,000,000). ſhall 
be applied towards the Supply of the Year 1798: The Sorplus 
to be applied, in the firſt Place, to pay Annuities in reſpect of 
any Sum borrowed, not exceeding 8,000,000l. and carried to 
the Conſolidated Fund, and the Remainder to be paid to the 
Bank, and by them to be placed to the Account of the Commiſ- 
ſioners for reducing the National Debt: And by one other Act 


38 Geo. III. Cap. 76. the Monies arifing thereby, together 


with any other Rates and Duties granted in that Seſſion of Par- 
lament, were applicable to ſuch Services as ſhould be voted, 
not exceeding 7,000,000). : Therefore the Duties on the other 
Side are here made chargeable only with the Annuities and Ex- 
pences in reſpe& of 9, ooo, oool.: 


3C 2 
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The annual charge of , ooo, oool. with the addition of LF. . 7, 
col. per cent. making 1 3,500,000l. at zl. per cent. | 
per annum — — 405,000. 

The charge of management on ditto — — 6,07 j 

The annual charge of the farther additional capital of . 
gol. per cent. on 9,000,000l. being 4,500,000), 135,000 

The charge of management on ditto — — 2.025 

The farther additional capital of 4s. 11d. per cent. to 
continue for 612 years, is, per annum 22,125 © © 

The charge for management on ditto — — |. 248 18 1 

The one-hundredth part of 13,5c0,00cl. in conſolidated 
31. per cent. annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exche- 
quer quarterly, and paid to the Bank of England, and 
to be by them placed to the accompt of the Com- 
miſſioners for reducing the National Debt, purſuant 
to an act 32 Geo. III. — _ — 

The one-hundredth part of 4. co, oool. in 31. per cent. 
reduced annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exchequer 
quarterly, and paid to the Bank, to be by them placed 
to the accompt of the Commiſſioners for reducing the 


O 
Oo 


O 
O 


O © 


bo fm 


135,000 0 o 


National Debt, purſuant to the act 32 Geo. III. 45,000 © © 
The actual value of 4s. 11d. per cent. on 9,000,0001, 
for 614 years, at the End of 45 years — 2,880 0 0 


7539053 18 13 
By an act 38 Geo. III. Cap. 90. 2, ooo, oool. were : ” 


granted for the ſervice of Ireland, the intereſt and 
charges to be provided for in ſuch manner as the Par- 
liament of that kingdom ſhould approve ; therefore 
the expences incurred on that account, which are paid 
by quarterly payments at the Exchequer, muſt be de- 
ducted from the charge of the above-mentioned loan, 
and amounts per annum to — — 167,411 19 7 


Which will reduce the above charge to 58 5,941 18 6; 


* 


The Doris granted for Payment of the Charges and Expences 
in reſpect of 9, ooo, oool. Part of 17, ooo, oool. granted b) 
an Act 38 Geo. III. for the Service of the Year 1798, &c. 


The produce of the duties on houſes inhabited, accord- . . d. 
ing to the number of windows therein, granted by an 
act 38 Geo. III. from the 5th ef April 1798 in Eng- 


land, and Whitſunday 1798 in Scotland Nil. 
The produce of the duties upon male ſervants, granted N 

by an act 38 Geo. III. from the 5th April 1798 Nil. 
The produce of the duties on carriages, ditto —— Nil. 


The produce of the duties on horſes, mares, and geld- 
ings, kept or uſed for riding or drawing carriages, 
ditto — — — — 2, 500 0 © 


, 


The prod 
ings, nc 
The prod. 
The prod 
act 38 
The prod 
an act 
The prod 
ſpect ti 
III. fr 


-m A wm £5 mm 


Preſente 
Majet 
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| Le Ho d. 
The produce of the duties on horſes, mares, and geld- 
ings, not charged as above, and upon mules, ditto "Nik 


The produce of the duties on dogs, ditto — —_ 


The produce of the duty of exciſe on tea, granted by an | | 
act 38 Geo. III. from the roth of May 1798 34,957 © © 


The produce of the additional duties on ſalt, granted by 
an act 38 Geo. III. from the 5th April 1798 100,429 12 8 


The produce of the duty on certificates iſſued with re- 
ſpect to armorial bearings, granted by an act 38 Geo. 
III. from the 24th of June 1798 — 7,373 © 0 


| 145,259 12 8 
Deficiency of this fund to anſwer the charge 440,682 5 1035 


585,941 18 65 
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The produce of the taxes in the ſeveral years, is taken from the ac- 


„ ES A 


count of the receipt of the ſame in the Exchequer; the difference | 5 ; 

between which and the accounts of the ſeveral offices of cuſtoms, wy 

_ exciſe, &c, ariſes from the former being made up to a different m4 

day from the latter, j 1 

Preſented purſuant to an act of the 27th year of his preſent il 9 
Majeſty's reign, the 3 1ſt day of December 1798, by {1 4 
GEORGE ROSE. 7B i 
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DEBATES. 383 
An ACCOMPT of the Total Produce of the Durixs of CUS- 
TOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS, reſpec- 
tively, for One Year, ended the 1oth Day of October 1798 ; 
diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, in each Branch, the Produce 
on every ſeparate Article, the Duties on which have amounted 


to One Thouſand Pounds, or more, in the Four Quarters of 
the ſaid Year, viz. 


The total produce of the duties of cuſtoms, for one £ 
year, ended the 1oth day of October 1798, as per | 
accompt (A. — — — | $,745441 0 104 
Ditto of the exciſe, for one year, ended ditto, (ex- 
cluſive of 682, 113l. the produce of the annual 


malt duties) as per accompt (B.) _ 9,099,641 15 14 


Ditto of the ſtamp duties, for one year, ended ditto, 


as per accompt (C.) — _ 2,262,160 12 © 


Ditto of incidents at the receipt of the Exchequer, 
for one year, ended ditto, as per accompt (D.) 2,838,210 © 9+ 


— — 


Memorandum : 


In the ſum of 2,838,210l. os. 94d. ſtated in the 
accompt of incidents at the Exchequer, is included 
533,8 54l. 128. 5. being the amount of impreſts, and 
other monies paid within the above period. 


Preſented purſuant to an act of the 27th year of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign, the 3 iſt day of December 1798, by 


GEORGE ROSE. 
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[Commons. 


An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce, paid into the Fx. 


chequer, of the Duties of CUSTOMS, in England and Sect. 
land; diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, the Produce on every 
ſeparate Article, the Duties on which ſhall have amounted to 
1, oool. or more, in the Four Quarters ending the 1 oth Ogo- 


ber 1798. 
Fa =. 
Net Produce, ſub- 
ou to the 22 
Ot Pountics, Charges 
SPECIES of GOODS, of Mama goment, &. 
V 
Aſhes, Pearl and Pot — — — 3,489 18 33 
Barilla — — — — 29,850 8 11 
Books, bound and unbound — — 1,200 9 8 
Bottles, Glaſs _ — — 1,143 9 94 
Brimſtone FS Ra aw 3 5 15,646 11 92 
Briſtles, undreſt — — — 6,006 1 5 12 
Bugle, Great — — — 450 6 & 
China Ware — — — 2,438 16 9 
Copper, unwrought — — — 973 2 92 
Cordage — — — — — 1,409 11 15 
Cork * — — — 6,077 12 11 
Corn, Oats — — — — — 13,137 17 8 
Wheat — — wi 7 38,016 16 1} 
DRUGS.-—Almonds, Bitter — — — 189 1 51 
| Benjamin — — — 400 3 10; 
Borax, refined — — 210" 67 
Buds of Caſſia — — 336 15 13 
Camphire, unrefined — a x26 0 0 
Caſſia Fiſtula — — — 949 19 2 
Lignea — — 1 
Cortex Peru — — 3,179 18 11; 
Cream of Tartar — — 7 
Gum Senegal — — 1.428 18 1; 
_ — — 1,302 4 ! 
Juniper Berries _ — 12.733 8 10 
BR — — _ - 813 5 53 
Oil, Palm — — — 3 1,238 9 11 
© — Perfumed — 4 1,255 10 * 
— Turpentine — — 1,631 7 104 
Opium — — — — 1,014 11 2 
Quickſilver — — 6,241 1 77 
Rhubarb — — — 3.870 10 32 
Saccarum Saturni — — — 2,176 81 
Sarſaparilla — 3 1 — 218 15 31 
Senna — — — 1,979 0 67 
Succus Liquoritiæ — 0 1 


Dye Stuffs 


Elephants, 
Feathers f. 
Fiſh, Anc 
Fruit, Lei 
— Nut 


Glaſs Plat 
GROCEF 


| Hair, H 


— H. 
Hats, Cl 
„ 


Incle, w 
Iron, Ba 
— Ca 


Kelp 


LINEN, 
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Dye Stuffs, & c. Smalts — — — — 11,982 7 8 
Elephants, "Teeth * —— cx — — 1, 5 87 6 7 4F 


Feathers for Beds — 9 ee 7.560 0 Te 
Fiſh, Ancho vie — — 628 11 55 Ul 
Fruit, Lemons and Oranges — — 17,200 19 14 * 
— Nuts, ſmall. — — LR © ki 
Glaſs Plates — — — _ _ 4,330 8 10 | Mt | 
GROCERY.—Almonds, Jordan — — 1,768 7 102 14 
| — — not Jordan * 1,069 19 : 04 1 
Anniſeed — — „ 7 N 
Cloves _ — —— — 30.908 13 40 1 
Cocoa — 2 — E 2 1 
Coffee — — — 45,380 5 9 1 
Currants — — 68,401 103 14 
Figs 1: hy ww _ "5,609 | 68. — | 1 
e I nRoages — 2,933 9. 14 
Mace — — 2,196 16, 5 nt 
Nutmegs _ _ 3.098 18 104 1 
Pepper — — 22137 i i 
Pimento —— _ 4+358. 1, 4 1 
Prunes — 2 620 8 2 mW 
Raiſins—Denia — — 2 8, 570 4 6 1 
— Faro — — 820 16 o 1 
— — I exia _ — 10,498 7 22 1 
Lipari — — 6,562 11 72 I 
— — Smyrna — — 6,259 8 115 1 
—— 8olis — — 18,591 18 o vp 
Succads —— — 1 „% 1-48 41 
Sugar, Brown — — 1,782,666 5 GE 1 
Tamarinds — — 784 3 {it 
Tea _ — — 132,208 2 112 1 
Turmeric —— — 1435 w 1 
Hair, Horſe — — _ „ ta 
— Human — 2215 402 6 6 | 
Hats, Chip — — — 1,209 17 10 
— Straw — — INTE 406" 0 35 
Hemp, rough — = — 138,195 19 © 
Hides, Horſe — — — — — 1,726 9 10 
—— Indian = — — — — e 14, +38 
— Loſh — — — 8,845 6 5 
—— Ox or Cow — — — 2828 7 4 
Incle, wrou ght — 8 — — 1, 208 12 1T 
Iron, Bar — — — — 132,587 _ 102 
— Caf — — — — 329 15 62 
Kelp — os — — 1,468 5 11 
LINEN „ — — — 470 16 1 
Canvas, Heſſins — — 10,602 I, 5 
—— Fpruce — — — 41685 5 62 
Damaſk Tabling, Sileſia — — 1,123 16 2 
Diaper Napkeaing, Silefia — — 258 16 14 


Vor. VII. 3D 
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| SE. 
LINEN.— Drilling — — — 5 5 7 kae 
f Germany, narrow, not above 31 and half Kr "T0 Wax, Bee 

Ruſſia, broad, above 22 and half — 37730 7 WINE, 

— above 31 and half — 2,396 

— above 36 _ — 12,069 12 

narrow — 5 — 9,911 0 2 
—— Towelling and Napkening 2,213 5 21 
Manufactured and unmanufaRured Articles of India 5.3906 1 
Mats, Ruſſia — — — e 1 WOOD 
Molaſſes — — a — _— by 
Oil, ordinary — . 6 = 1 iq 
Sallad = 5 „ 
—— Train Gow _ — $3349 8 5 
Paper — — — — 2,296 © $4 
Pictures — — — — : = Ic 111 
Piece Goods of India, Muſlins Gems — 47 _ 5 | 
— — — Nankeens — — 4.877 12 
, — — prohibited — — 8,042 8 2 
Pitch — — — — . 12 11 
Salt Petre — — — 5 I 
Seeds, Clover — — 7 10 0 
Shells, Mother of Pearl — — —— 3,624 17 24 
SILK.—Ben 7 Raw — — — 
Italian, Raw — — — 30, 509 1 11 
Thrown — TEC 156,71) 12 11 
| Waſte —— — — 1,871 18 8 Subſidies 
SKINS, —Bear, Black — —— 4,025 4 2 
8 | Beaver ä — — 683 18 1 

Calf, Raw -- — 5,085 15 8 

— Tame  —— — 11,570 0 

Deer in Hair — — 3,624 21 

Fox, ordinary — — 660 18 1 

Kid, dreſſed — — — 1,420 15 

— undreſſed — — 3,471 10 {| 

Martin— — — 7,900 # * ® 

Mink mt ney ES ton is Carried 

Muſquſ — —— — 56 2 4 

Otter ok — ie 

Raccoon — — 368 ) 

Seal 3 ay eas 2,134 7 3 Coals an 
| Wolf — — wa g71 12 King's ft 
4 Snuff a 3 414 13 Receive 
Soap, Hard — — 1,092 15 #1 — 
1 Spirits, Brandy — — r 
Geneva — — 23.706 18 | N 
| Rum —— — 75377 111 a 

1 Tar — — — 6 •45 OY 
5 Thread, Siſters — — — 725 15 * 
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wy - — ——— — 3,715 6 6 
Turpentine — 
Wax, Bees 


NE. Canary — —— | 5 

French —— — — 20,782 6 83 
Madeira —— — 17,763 9 10 
Portugal — — 633,143 11 6 
Rheniſh — — 2307 1 3 
Spaniſh | 


WOOD, —Balks | — 
Battens — 7 
Boards, Paling — _ 209%: 4-3 
Scale — | o 
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3 
4 


Maſts . _ — 
Plank, Oak — — — — 6,105 11 18 
Staves — — — — 
2 — — — 

_ — 645 14 11 
Ufers — — — 3 
Wainſcot, Logs — — 2,050 14 24 


> * rn — 


Varn, Cotton | — — 
— Mohair — — * 


Subſidies collected on Goods ſ Allum — — 1,366 17 44 
exported. Coals — — 990 1 74 


Cochineal — — 62 10 03 
Indigo — — 10,159 16 44 
Skins, Beaver — = 14 115 
Salt, Rock — 3,989 
Other Subſidy Articles 55227 1 52 
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Carried Coaſtwiſe,—Coals _ — 584.988 12 72 


Stones and Slate — ö 25,009 5 8 
Wine — — — 1.870 7111 


8 xm " — > 
non ego ems . == ,. — — ns eMC Nog | > rr 7 * 3 : . E - G0 -_ x ck. 
p n 2 rr. F ² A 2; ge — — IR 77 = — , - wr 
r — r 1 E 8 r oa td + 4 2 => I 4:01 
* "x —& C — . \ — wr * * 2 : The FL 2 3 8 


3 
— * - — 4 A _ 
— ae 
1 2s; 
IT ee UT ere ne: 


i 
4 
IS | 
* iz 
»* FY 
4 5 
& By 
51 
= =Y 
— 
7 1 
2 
87 
1 
* 
* : 
. 
8 
+ 
> 
9 
. 1 
1 
F | 
3 
8 
[ 1 
* 
iti 
«ZH 
By 
1 
4 To 
1 
1 
14 
45 
77 
4: 8 
$ 1 
1 
4 
1 
* 24 
of 
+: © 
* 
<4 
$ 
. 
Vi 


2 


— 2 
— 
— 
— 


I FO 
1 CE I 
a A — — "_ 


Coals and Salt, 1795 — — 20,081 11 


— b 9 
King's ſhare of condemned Tobacco —_ =, 000 13 2 
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Received from the Inſpector of Corn Returns — 689 11 10 

— - the Receiver General of Exciſe, for 

| Wine fold + „ 
the Receiver of Fines and Forfeitures 8.42114 4 

—— the Earl of Liverpool, on account of corn 23,959 © © 

on Account of bonded Wine in Scotland 4187 12 92 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


{ Commons, 


SP wo ; OO 
Remittances from the Plantations - — 


m 0,897 14 11 
Received from the Receiver General of the Counties, ci a, 
139,022 7 31 


on account of Windows, by the 24th Geo. III. 
Sundry {mall Articles, the Duties of which have not 
amounted to 1, oool, each — — 73-205 2 104 


Total £. 5,745,447 o 104 


mg 


GENERAL STATEMENT of the preceding ACCOUNT. 


=o DISCHARGE. . 
By bounties — — — 481,173 1 of 
By ditto for ratfing ſeaamen —* — 2,058 15 3 
Repay ments on over entries and damaged goods 23,944 6 5 


Paid towards the ſupport of His Majeſty's civil go- 


vernment in Scotland — ok 39,310 2 24 
Charges of management —— _ 431,385 14 11 
Payment into the Exchequer : £; 
On Conſolidated Cuſtoms - 3,41). 390 12 6 
— Sugar, 1791 5 269,307 7 84 
— Paper, 1794 — — 6,641 19 93 
— Bricks and tiles, 1794 — 167 9 3* 
— Slates and ſtones, 1794 13,559 19 104 
— Fruit, filk, &c. 1795 = 103,812 7 104 
— Coals and ſalt, 1795 — 18,180 2 © 
%% . — 68951 $5 1+ 
— Sugar, bricks, &c. including 
5 and 10 per cent. 1790 369,891 18 © 
pere. 1797- —-.. 111,939 Is 5 
— Plate, 179979 — - = = 3 3 


— 4,766,806 1 © 


— 


Total L. 5, 745.447 9 10; 


J nſpeRor-General's Ofnce, 
Cuitom Houſe, London, 
December 3d, 1798. 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Inſpector General of the Imports and 
Exports of Great Britain, &c. 


Note. — In the above account the duties impoſed by the act of the laſt 
ſemon of Parliament, chap. 76 (commonly called the Convoy A&) are 
not included, becauſe ſome part of thoſe duties were bonded, the mer. 
chants being unable to aſcertain the true value of the goods at the time 
the entries were made. | oth . 


The payments into the Exchequer, from the commencement of the ſaid 


act (viz, the 5th July) to the 1 cth of October laſt, on account of theſe 


duties, amounted to 246,494]. 5s. 5d. hut this ſum conveys no adequate 


idea of the probable produce of the duty, becauſe a great proportion of 


the ſoms.collected at the out-ports within the quarter, had not reached 


the Exchequer on the 10th of October, as the duties are remitted flem 


* thence by bills payable zo days after date. 


EXCISE. —An ACCOUNT of the Total Ne 


t Produce of the DUTIES of EXCISE, for One Y ear, ended . 


1 oth October 1798. 
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Fe ACCOUNT of the | Total Net , Produce of the STAMP 


DUTIES, for One Yo ended the 10th G cber 17 798. 


K ls 1 2 1 a 


Co ualidated duties — 


Inſu. rance, 1782 
Plate, 1784 


Race-h.2rſc, 1784 — 
Stage, c. duty, 1785 


Medicine, 178 5 
Game, 1785 
Attormies, 1785 


Pawnbrokers, 9785 


Perfumery, 1780 


Scotch duty, 1 786 
Additional game, 1 791. 
— Bills of exchange, 1791 


Receipts, 1791 


Hair- powder = :- + kay 17 
Additional ſtamps, 1795 
Additional receipts, 1795 
Sea policies, 1795 — 
Horſe- dealers“ licences, 179 5 


Additional attofn ies » clerks; 1, _ 
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Legacies, 1796 
Hats, 1796 
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Additional 14 1 coaches, 1707; 39.110 8 


Deeds, &c. 


* Armorial rad, 1798 — _ 77373 
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Sta mp Office, 
29th Nov * 
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132,495 3 
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a 656 19 
207,38 2 
11,653 17 
36,317 17 
11.119 3 
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2,479 11 
5 1 0 
17,438 1 
12 106 16 
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16,760 1 
2 578 6 
31,772 18 
1778 3 
96,050 8 
1217 3 
82,684 18 
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n ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce paid into the 
Exchequer, of the DuTits under the Head of INCI- 
DENTS ; diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, in each Branch, 
the Produce on every ſeparate Article, the Duties on which 
ſhall have amounted to One Thouſand Pounds, or more, in 
the Four Quarters ended the 1 oth Day of October 1798. 
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4. 4. d. | ol 14 | 
Conſolidated letter money — — 688,000 © © 14 
Ditto ſalt — — 446,702 © of 14 
Seizures — — 49,150 15 10 1 
6d. per lib. 31 —— — 52,693 0 0 111 
1s. per lib. on falaries — — 68,705 16 8 Ws) | 
Houſes and windows —— —— 339,055; 18 04 1 
Inhabited houſes — — 172,873 17 4 i 
Hawkers and pedlars — — 5.719 3 8 14 
Hackney coaches and chairs — — 4.000 0 © Bi 
Male ſervants ——— — — 112,934 13 84 1 
Four-wheeled carriages —— — 167,897 15 10 1 
Two-wheeled carriages —— _ 51,834 1 9 11 
Horſes — — — 135,403 6 2 1 
Firſt Fruits — — 3.549 9 © "HU 
Tenths — — 9.872 5 6 WT | 
Alienation duty — — 1,798 19 4 | | 4 
Lottery licences — — 2,433 3 6 . 
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MONEY paid by Claude Scott, on account of corn, 4 
&. ſold for the uſe of Government — 65,000 © © 
itto by Abraham Newland, on account of the Com- j | 
miſſioners of Exchequer bills — — 317.300 0 © 
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Ditto by Abraham Newland, being an exceſs of intereſt ; 
on 194, oool. in Exchequer bills —— — 576 11 4 

Ditto by Edward Roberts, being the reſidue of Ex- N 
chequer fees, applicable to the conſolidated fund 53.963 6 
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MONEY paid by Meſſrs, Puget and Co, uy intereſt 

on Iriſh annuities — 228, 302 
Ditto by the Commiſſioners, far 8 the . of Dutch 

prizes — — 50, ooo 


Ditto by George Roſe, for poſt fins 7 > aki Weis" 1,796 
Ditto by Steven De: + in part of a bond of 28]. — 25 
Ditto by William Mitford, on account of George 


Poyntz Ricketts, Governor of Barbadoes — 393 
Ditto by the right honourable William Pitt, tranſ- | 
mitted by a perſon unknown — — 2 
Ditto by Charles Townſhend, for intereſt on tontines 220 
Ditto by John Newman, in part of a penalty of 81. — 6 
Ditto by John Charlton, agent to a corps of invalids © 


IMPREST MONEY repaid by the executors of 
Richard Rigby | — 
Ditto by the executors of William Brummell, agent 
to the out penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital — 5,927 
Ditto by Henry Heddane, ſecretary to Lord Corn- | 


walls 54 
Ditto by George Smith, agent for the Bahama Iſlands 19 
Ditto by the executors of Robert Pringle, Licutenant- 

| colonel of Royal Engineers — — — 83 
Diuo by Mathew Forſter, commiſſary for ſtores at the 

Leeward Iſlands : 1,410 
Ditto by John Carden, adjutant and quarter-maſter at 

Montreal — 145 
Ditto by Thomas Hattcup, commandant in North 

America — 2 


Ditto by Sir An — late governor of ow” 
maica | 244 
Ditto by William Chinnery, agent for New South 


Wales 1,692 
Ditto by Thomas Rudſdell, berrack-maſier at Corlica 64 

Ditto repaid by Sir John Macnamara Hayes, phy- 
ſician in North America — — — 344 

Ditto by Henry Edward Fox, quarter-maſter-ge- 
neral — 276 
Ditto by Thomas Bullock, agent "wy Senegambia I,550 

Ditto by Sir Thomas Shirley, for contingent expences 
at Dominica — — 38 


Ditto by Alexander Daviſon, n. to the army 
under Earl Moira n — 466 
Ditto by William Macarmick, 1 Gomer of Cape 


Breton 287 
Ditto by Henry Hughs, for printing the Journals of 
the Houſe of Commons . — 19 
Ditto by Gencral Woodley — 145 
Ditto by the exccutors of J. Durand, by the hands of 

Joſeph White — — 3 27,630 


Ditto by C. Harriſon, on account of Brigalier-ge- 
neral Hope — — "—_ 37372 
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IMPREST MONEY by John Hatſell, clerk to the 


Houſe of Commons 
Ditto by Samuel Bean, ee to the 3 in 
South America 
Ditto by William B. cn barrack-maſler at Ply- 
mouth | 
Ditto by Thomas Cotton, late paymaſter to the 
American Loyaliſts 
Ditto by the repreſentatives of the right honourable 
George Grenville, late treaſurer of the Navy 
Ditto by Thomas Buckholm, on account of John 


Buckholm, . general in the Medi- 


terranean — — 
Ditto by Henry Edward Fox, adminiſtrator to 
_ Holland, late N of His 8 
orces 
Ditto by Lieutenant-colonel Twiſs, « commander r of 
engineers in Canada — — — 
Ditto by Thomas Lewis, on account of Jobn Ma- 
comb, treaſurer to the army with General Bur- 
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Exchequer, the 26th 
day of November 1798. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Saturday, December 2.2. 


Viſcount BELGRAVE roſe, and ſaid he felt it due to his own 
conſiſtency, as well as to the reſpe& which he owed the Houſe, to 
ſay a few words on the ſubject of the Treating Bill, as it was 
called, which he had the honour of introducing laſt year, but which, 
after paſſing through that Houſe, had been rejected in the Houſe of 
Lords. He affured the Houſe that he had not abandoned his inten- 


tion of bringing the matter again forward; but he had hitherto kept 


it back on account of the preſſure and importance of the public bu- 
ſmeſs; but after the approaching holidays, he meant to revive the 
diſcuſſion of the ſubjeR, convinced, as he was, that fomething ſhould 
be done in ſome way or other to remove thoſe doubts and intrica- 
cies which the Treating Bill, in its preſent form, had occaſioned. 
He was not as yet determined whether what he meant to bring for- 
ward ſhould be introduced in the ſhape of a bill or of reſolutions. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the Houſe 
to proceed in a Committee on the Income Bill. 
Mr. TIERNEY aſked the Miniſter, whether it was his inten- 
tion to bring on the conſideration of the report on Wedneſday ? It 
could not be in the hands of gentlemen until that day, and there- 
fore there would be no time to conſider it until Thurſday at the leatt, 
for Chriſtmas-day was no day of buſineſs. He was not ſpeaking 
for himſelf, for he wanted no time, but there were others in a dif- 
ferent ſituation, who had gone into the country, who did not care to 
attend the detail of the meaſure in the Committees, but who waited 
to ſee the whole printed, and who wiſhed to ſpeak upon the ſubjeR 
once for all. An honourable friend of his he knew in particular 
to have been gone into the country, and who wiſhed to ſpeak upon 
this ſubject after the report was made, but he could not be prepared 
for that purpoſe without ſeeing what ſort of a thing the bill was 
when the Committee had done with it, and which he could not 
learn by poſt before Thurſday. Under theſe impreflions, he hoped 
he was not aſking too much of the goodneſs of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer when he begged that the report might ſtand for Friday, 
and the third reading of the bill for Monday, It was ſaid, indecd, 
that all the proceedings on the bill would be ready for delivery on 
Monday, but that could hardly be the cafe. It was now Saturday 
night, and he did not preſume that the printers would labour on Sun- 
day. He might, indeed, be juſtified in deſiring the bill to bc pok- 
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poned altogether until after the holidays, but that he did not preſs ; 
he only aſked for a day or two, which might very well be granted, 
eſpecially when the Houſe was ſo thin. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed the bill to be diſeuſſed upon the 


report, or upon the third reading. There was no ſurpriſe to be 


complained of in this caſe, for it was well known that all the bill 
was gone through except the caſes annexed to the ſchedule, which 
could not be expected to occupy much time; after which the new 


clauſes were to be produced, and, as the whole was expected to be 


printed, there was nothing very remarkable in ſecing the Houſe was 
but thinly actended. He ſhould be happy to accommodate any gen- 
tleman, but it muſt be recollected, not only that the convenience 
of that Houſe, but alſo of another Houſe of Legiſlature, ought to be 
attended to, and it was now clear that they could not enjoy the ho- 
lidays until the bill was diſcuſſed, or elſe it muſt be put off till a 
very inconvenient ſeaſon. He ſtood in the fame ſituation as the 
honourable gentleman, for he had no perſonal convenience to ac- 
commodate; nor did he ſee why the honourable gentleman, ſo lauda- 
bly diligent himſelf as a Member of Parliament, could have any 
fellow feeling for ſeceders of any kind ; and, indeed, the gentleman 
to whom he alluded was only a qualified feceder, who, although he 
did not chuſe perſonally to attend the Houſe, was yet willing to re- 
ceive intelligence of its proceedings by poſt. He expected the bill 
and all the clauſes to be ready for delivery on Monday. 

Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that the firſt payment of the bill was 


not until the 5th of June, and therefore there was time for the ope- 
ration of the bill. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, the a aſſigned by the honour- 


able gentieman for delay was a very good one for expedition in this 
meaſure, for the very idea for fixing the firſt payment under the 
bill fo far off as the fifth of June, implied that between the paſſing 
of it, and the firſt payment, there ought to be conſiderable time, and 
therefore there ought to be as little delay in the progreſs of the bill 
as poſſible; and the truth indeed was, that on account of various 
arrangements, of appointing firſt and ſecond Commiſſioners, making 
out liſts, examining returns, clafſing them, and various other buſineſs 
Preparatory to the firſt payment, the time between that and paſſing 
the bill, would not, with all the diligence the Legiſlature could uſe, 
be thought too long, and therefore he could not agree to any delay 
in this caſe. 


The. queſtion was then put, and the Houſe went into a Com- 
mittee upon the bill. 
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On the clauſe containing rules for eſtimating income ariſing from 
perſonal property, and from trades, profeſſions, offices, &c. the 
word © Stipend” was added. 

The value to be taken at not leſs than the full amount of the 
« profits or gains within the preceding year, or, at the election of 
the perſon charged, at a ſum not leſs than the fair and juſt ave- 
rage for one year, of the profits or gains in the three years 
„preceding.“ The blank was propoſed to be filled up with the 
words, the 31ſt of December, or when the accounts of ſuch income 
are uſually made up. ; 

Mr. H. THORNTON faid it was the object of the bill that, 
if pofſible, a man who had a fluctuating income ſhould pay to the 
exigencies of the State in the ſame proportion as the perſon who 
enjoyed a ſtated income. To prevent evaſion, he propoſed, that 
when a perſon had once made his election, whether he ſhould pay 
according to the full amount of profit within the preceding year, 
or for an average of three years, he ſhould not be at liberty after- 
wards to vary the election he had made. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE objected, if the honourable gentle- 
man meant, that becauſe a perſon choſe to be taxed according to the 
average of the three preceding years before the paſſing of the act, 
that he ſhould always be bound to pay according to the eſtimate 
firſt given in. Cy 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought they ſhould ever after abide by 
their firſt election. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE vindicated his honourable friend from 
the charge of throwing any imputation on commercial men. Eva- 
ſion, it muſt be confeſſed, was, and might be prat̃tiſed, and the beſt 
mode of preventing it, would be to take away the poſſibility of ex- 
erciling it with ſucceſs. | 

Sir FRANCIS BARING ſaid, that by not allowing the option 
annually, many caſes of extreme hardſhip muſt neceffarily ariſe, 
which would not occur, if men were left to their election, as often 
as a new ſtatement of their income ſhould be required. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS was of opinion, that the alternative 
was not intended as a boon to commercial men, but as a fair and 
equitable mode of aſcertaining their income, and that no mode 
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could ſo ſecurely guard againſt evaſion as that of reſtoring men to 


their firſt election. In the other caſe, perſons might eaſily ſhap® 
and ſhuffle cheir books ſo as to make falſe entries and fallacious ba- 
lances, and thereby defraud the revenue. Already evaſion had pre- 
vailed, within his own knowledge ; he was convinced it would 
occur again if not prevented. | 
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Sir FRANCIS BARING objected, not only to the reſtriction 


contended for, but to the limitation of the average of three years, 
The fame motives which governed the Committee in aſcertaining 
the amount of income from mines, ſhould alſo direct them on the 


preſent queſtion. In that caſe it was extended to, the average of 
five years, which included the unfortunate year of 1793. A mul- 
titude of people, in which himſelf was included, were then very 
much hurt in their property, beyond what the two ſucceeding years 
could retrieve, and therefore he thought that period ſhould be in- 
cluded within the ſpace in which the average income was to be 
aſcertained. | 

Mr. TIERNEY reprobated the frequent uſe of the term“ eva- 
fon,” and thought a great variety of caſes of hardſhip might be 
put, if the average was to be made on three years. Evaſion was 
an harſh phraſe, and ought not to be dealt out ſo liberally, Many 
men felt themſelves ſo hard preſſed in reſpect to their families, and 
had ſo much reaſon to complain of the weight of taxes, that they 
muſt feel themſelves honeſtly and conſcientiouſly juſtifiable in try- 
ing whether, without violating the letter of the law, they might not 
avoid a part of the burden. He did not blame the honourable gen- 
tleman for endeavouring to make his tax as productive as poſſible z 
but no harſh expreſſions ſhould, however, be applied to men, parti- 
cularly where ſome could not afford to contribute to the extent re- 
quired ; and with others the refleQion might ariſe, that the money 
would not be applied as well as they could with ; or where, perhaps, 
the conſideration of both principles might prevail. He did not 
blame the honourable gentleman for making the rule as ſtrict as 
poſſible, as he had before ſtated ; at the ſame time he highly ap- 
proved of enlarging the average to five vears, agreeable to the ſug- 
geſtion of the worthy Baronet. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, if the honourable gentleman was 
right in ſuppoſing that conſcientious men would think themſelves 
juſtifiable in taking every advantage to evade the tax, it was the 
more incumbent on him to make the letter of the law ſo ſtrict that 
its ſpirit ſhould not be evaded. That any conſideration of the mode 
in which the money would be applied, ſhould enter into the contem- 
plation of the ſubje& when called upon for the payment, he could 
not conceive ; but if ſo, this, as furniſhing another pretext for eva- 
fon, was a farther reaſon for. guarding againſt it. As to the average 
of five years, it only multiplied the objections to the mode propoſed 
of leaving a man at liberty to adopt the average of three, whenever 


he ſhould think proper, as all thoſe who, within theſe three years, 


had riſen to a flouriſhing ſtate in trade and buſineſs, of whom, in 


— — ö - — 2 
” * " * — 2 — * —_— ä 2 o Fr 1 22 2 — 
- 1 a — —— wo = < ö 4 3 oy wap 4 = + BED » . p Pg = 
= — OOIE<0eyrEr 44 q a - — 0 ; pr _— ö — 2 Der; 2 _—_ 2-8 8 r —— 
— * : 88 . 3 _ 2 N 3 8 nf * - # — 3 2 1 — API? . — — — — = - 
ö . _ 9 . , 8 25 * 4 * — 2 bo 4 - r. —— 5 2 5 2 
6 — — = 5 a E nee 10 8 2 6 3 — — * — 
— ARR Wes 2 3 — - 2 Me Sette; ; _ - Se oath B dr fre dE Se ee vs beer 2 
— — = " < 2 .  emab q ©.'= 2G — _ ; 2 >< 2 7 E A or. > . 
r Eats — 4p4 8 ph * 7 ld, — 2 K 5 — — — 4 - —— tr A gm * 
* * * — * * — 1 . — — - + — — 4 
FX — i 0 1 
— — . « i + 5 


I —— 
—— 


ä — — tA — — 
25 


— 


1 — PH 4 — 
2&2 ar . 


1 - — As 
: +6 p 3 
. 2 
4 > 8 


2 — 


8 2 
> * 
- 


4. r — ow ary 
* 
— 


F : — — 
EE. bo ® « — 
: 3 _ 
" 1 3 
— — — 
= - - — — * — —_— - "Ws 
i — 1 * 
8 Y = + — * 
3 — — 2 —— — — 
. - — * — — n ä ee 8 
2 © — — — ——— — — — 
» — — . - 7 7 0 
— — — 2 — A * — 2 
* 2 2 W — n . BG = ta Ne 0 8 = * T — 
—— E * * * IG — 8 — A tera ERS. - — * — — = 2 - 
— * — - — ow — 1 * , = _- ” _ Pw 0 K _ rr Su» * = — > - * 
— — 1 — thr — — - — — — — » a : . - — . K mn 5 9 g * 2 2 2 Bf WW - — — => — 
— —— 8 ' 9 Sg — + . — Sunn NI n +7 ; 2 3 OED * : : 
— : 5 ; 8 2 2 — Sy. > — 8 © x rr. SS 2 : 3 . 2 — 8 4 £ +7 r 2 2 ol "_- a 
SY 8 an: 6, — 2 : #5 b, 2 — e * = "ST 4 Yr Z 4 1 7 Fo — — 1 —_ — * . 22 r . — 5 2 4 . 
. AI Det F * — * 7 "= * . 1 2 ay. ber TY 4 K > a N ns. ei - > a - ? : * 5 0 d = 
« —— - : — 4 - 0 — — 2 . —— — a * 74 « LEG > CS 5 G7 * . 28 . ky * y 4 £ E 2 8 — 5 n , a - = = p N * * — — 
T ¼v— : W IEG OS TI OLE Os ICI „67 EST re rd 22, - RAS S 0 * 8 N PPP = _= —— 
- 6. b a * * - > : po = oi." 8 . TS . L Y 2 * * 2 "BA U - _ 7.7 * 4. „ — <1 > 
—— as — aA * way ano - ore - p 4, n 19183 . E 2 E 4 K N > 0 — 1 = — — - = 
= p 2 8 * 8 bY a5: 2 2 = = \ 7 2 — 
— — — F ˙¹.Q vA ͤ—V put , ? __ . A = e 2 . 2 - — —— _v*" 88 ol gant 8 * #4 +£E W -<IA> tt 
1 3 — 3 ute tire p, 2 2 — wer W r * * A 3 A 2 8 87 . — os * * £ F< Z : * oo 2 — 2 9 ＋ WF. 2 * . 4 £63 Z 
1 1 WE” Þ "—— 1 F? — K 8 « 8 Þ " : 4 5 
, 


S 
_ Eo  "" WE rw >; <4 3 
. CNS Dn — 
* — * * — 
== Fo E 4 : 


. —— 2322 — p 
1 4 K Bw » 2 wp 
2 * - TE” 1 Soba Ig > ied 


45 


RN AI tat ts 


— — — — - 


+ — = —— ru 
8 3 pf 
is. > 6-6, „„ 


—— — ͤ ́——ä— —— ens — ro 


Pl. l 1 =, wind. Al n — . NR, NE ad 
PETER r 3 N 


_—C— 


N R * W F 72 . YR I A — 9 7 5 ne 
— 2 yy N = * . r 9 * 4 WA Y þ 'S 1 9 * . 
2 * 3 a — 2 We: * 3 A 2 * 7 Wenne 1 1 2 ns 9 * 2 by wy * f — » 945 * oops we 8 * — * Y 7 + fr: ** L R * 
y — 2 ; * 9 : p 1 EPS ö wa * k WW os rt « os ö ng 
. 8 EEE mu * c ua W ** en 2 14 A 1 " 5-2 1 — 1 > * 3 8 
R a + 5 * nn Mo ed I ES OE. rand ang ne * eee W * e . Rr. ” . PT ; 
IM ALS RE OE « 4 . e : 1 * : . : N , a 
— — ——— - — RIS — - . . — — cuv_e——sd — _ 
- — — — — — ——— — - = 


of 


400 PARLI AMENTARY 


the rapid progreſs of improvement, there were many inſtances, would 
be too :nvch favoured by giving them the advantage of the preced- 
ing years, when their income might have been very inconſiderable. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE dwelt much upon evaſion, and the ne- 
ceſſity of preventing men, who would ſelfiſhly enjoy all the com- 
forts of life, without contributing in their due proportion to their 
preſervation, from the farther practice of ſuch an illiberal ſyſtem, 
Mr. TIERNEY faid, it was a common faying, that tricks which 


| [ Commons, 


| were fair in love were alſo fair in taxation; that is, that every ad- 


vantage which could, might be taken. So he might ſuppoſe many 
conſcientious men would think themſelves juſtified to take every ad- 


vantage of this law, not to evade the letter of it, but its heavy effeds. 


But he could illuſtrate this more preciſely. It had lately occurred 
that a very diſtinguiſhed perſon thought it neither a fin nor a ſhame 
to evade his proportion at the period of the triple aſſeſſment. He 
poſſeſſed an handſome penſion, but having in view the certainty of 
a place of much greater emolument, he reſigned the penſion, and 
took advantage of the interval to include neither the one nor the 
other in his return. The perſon alluded tb, he faid, now held a 
confiderable office, and that the honourable gentleman need not look 


far for him, as he might be found among his moſt intimate ac- 


quaintance. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, if the caſe was put as a real one, 
it deſerved the moſt ſerious attention, and called upon the honour- 
able gentleman to name the perſon. | 
Mr. TIERNEY declined to do ſo. 

Lord HAWKESBURY roſe, and inſiſted the perſon alluded to 
ſhould be named. If the honourable gentleman undertook to ſtate 
a caſe of that nature, he thought he ſhould not refuſe to ſpecify par- 


ticulars. He ought to be prepared to diſcloſe the whole caſe, or not 
mention it at all. | | 


Mr. TIERNEY faid, he would not have ſtated what he did 


without reaſon. He had it from reſpectable authority, but confeſſed 
he did not conſider himſelf juſtifiable in mentioning the name until 


he ſhould make farther inquiry, nor did he really think it of ſuch 


great importance to be taken up ſo warmly. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable gentleman 
might do an injury by declining to name the perſon, whereas, if he 
did name the perſon, none could ariſe in the want of his being miſ- 
taken. If, however, he would not ſpecify particulars, by ſtating 
the name, the place, and the authority, he muſt conſider the ſtate- 
ment totally unfounded. The honourable gentleman had ſaid, the 
perſon alluded to was an officer of conſiderable conſequence, ans 
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that if he looked about he could find him in a narrow circle. For 
his part, if he was to reeolleQ, he muſt ſay he did know an in- 
ſtance, and only one, of a perſon who had lately relinquiſhed a 
penſion, and received an office of confiderable conſequence ;z but it 
the alluſion was meant to apply to him, the honourable gentleman 
had been moſt groſsly deceived ;, for, from his perſonal knowledge, 
and from facts alſo, he could aver the perſonage meant had paid his 
full proportion, making no other deduction than what he was juſtly 
and fairly entitled to, amounting to one tenth ; but that perſonage 
did not reſt there, for he doubled that ſum in voluntary contribu» 
tion; ſo that inſtead of a tenth, he actually paid a fifth of his whole 
income. | 

Mr. Alderman COME confeſſed he had heard the ſame ru- 
mour as the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) ; at the fame 
time he muſt add, that he believed it to be unfounded. . 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he was ready to agree to the propoſition 
of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt); and if the Houſe 
ſhould hear no more on the ſubject, that his ſtatement ſhould be ſup- 
poſed unfounded. | | 

Mr. PERCIVAL expreſſed a wiſh that the ſubject had not been 
mentioned. He remarked, that the honourable gentleman had 
ſpoken as if many conſcientious perſons thought no harm (to uſe 
his expreſſion) of * tricking in love, or tricking the Public.” 
What the honourable gentleman's idea was of conſcience he knew 
not; but, for his part, he ſhould confider ſuch conduct as unqueſ- 
tionably immoral. _ „ 

Mr. BANKS, alluding to what had been ſaid, that if the Houſe 
heard no farther upon the ſubject, they ought to ſuppoſe it to be un- 
founded, conceived that it was not ſufficient. If it ſhould prove 
to be unfounded, the honourable gentleman ought to retract the 
charge as publicly as he had made it. With regard to the perſon 
who had been whiſpered about, he happened to know that, in addi- 
tion to the payment of his fair proportion to the tax, he had given 
a contribution. | 

Mr. TIERNEY faid,. whenever he was convinced that upon 
any ſubject he was wrong, he had not the leaſt heſitation to avow 
it; but he muſt ſay that the honourable gentleman who had ſpoken 
aft, could hardly expect that he ſhould acknowledge himſelf to be 
wrong without inquiry. But gentlemen ſeemed. to him really to 
have taken up the ſubject too ſeriouſly. With regard to the perſon 
alluded to, he begged the honourable Member under him not to con- 
ſtrue him to have whiſpered his name to any one; at the ſame time 
he had not the leaſt objection to inquire into the wreumſiance, and, 

Ver. VII. 3 F a 
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having ſo ee, to ſatisfy the right honourable gentleman. But 

with reſpe& to being put thus to the tÞFfure, it was what he could 
not ſubmit to. He repeated that he had not the leaſt heſitation to 
ſtate the reſult of his inveſtigation to the right honourable gentleman 
privately, if he wiſhed it. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T declared that it was not with a view to 
place the honourable Member in any difagreeable ſituation that he 
mentioned the ſubject. He mentioned it becauſe he thought it a 
point of importance, and he felt and believed that the honourable 
gentleman had ftated it as an illuſtration. He could not help, 
however, being of opinion, that if he had thought more upon it, he 
would not have ſtated it as an illuſtration ; but he could not accept 
of the explanation which had been given. He wiſhed, however, 
to ſave trouble to all parties. If the honourable Member inquired 
into the cizcumſtances, and found nothing in it, the Houſe were to 
think, if they heard no more upon it, that there was nothing in it. 


(Commons, 


But though the honourable Member had not whiſpered the name of 


the perſon, yet he found that it had reached other perſons, though it 
had not reached him. He took it, that it was meant to be ſtated, 
that the perſon had not included in his ſtatement the penſion he had 
relinquiſhed, nor the office he was on the point of accepting. The 
inſtance to which the whiſper, he had been informed, ſeemed to 
point, was that of the perſon who had been appointed one of His 
Majeſty's Poſtmaſters General; and here he could fave the ho- 
nourable Member trouble, by ſtating plainly and deciſively, that 
whatever the quarter was from which he had received the intelli- 
gence, he was deceived. So far from the fact being true, he could 
aſſert that that perſon had given in his income as high as it could 
be given in ; that he had only claimed the exceptions to which he 


was fairly entitled by law, and that having ſo done, he had doubled 


the tenth, and thus paid a fifth. The perſon to whom he meant 
to allude was the perſon who had been laſt appointed one of the 
Poſtmaſters General. 


Mr. SMITH, the chairman, faid, that he hoped the Committee, 


would be of opinion, that as the circumſtance had been mentioned, 
he had not acted improperly in ſuffering the diſcuſſion to procecd 
to the length it Hd done. He beli®ved, however, it would now be 
as clear to the Ommittee, that it was time to reſume the original 


ſubje& before them, and therefore he muſt recall their attention o 


the clauſes of the bill. 
In that pagt of the trade clauſe which gave the trader an option 
of returning the income of a year, or an average of thrce years 
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Mr. Thornton propofed that the option once made ſhould be abided 
| by, On which, 
| Mr. Alderman COMBE ſaid, that he certainly muſt object to 
that alteration; for it went to an entire departure from that prinei- 
ple of alleviation, which he always thought that clauſe contained. 
To his mind the greateſt objection to the bill was, that uncertain 
and temporary income was taxed to the ſame amount as permanent 
income, and the precariouſneſs of the income of traders was greater 
than any other; he thought therefore the option at firſt given to 
traders of ſelecting the income of the laſt preceding year, or on the 
average of three years, was meant by the framers of the bill to cor- 
rect in ſome meaſure the inequality of its operation with reſpe& to 
thoſe who muſt endure much hardſhip by it ; he hoped, therefore, 
that the Committee would permit that to remain as it ſtood, viz. 
That the option ſhould be annual. 
In that part where deduQtions were to be allowed to traders, 
Mr. Alderman COMBE ſaid, that as it had been confeſſed that 
this bill branched out from the principle of that which had laſt year 
paſſed for the accumulated aſſeſſed taxes, and certainly contained 
much of its hardſhips, he hoped that it would alſo contain a portion 
of that lenient ſpirit towards a particular claſs of people which the 
right honourable, gentleman was laſt year induced to give—he 
meant the retail ſhopkeepers. Gentlemen muſt know that, in chu- 
ing their reſidence, manufacturers will ſettle where labour is abun- 
dant, where rent is low, where fuel is plenty, or where proviſions 
are cheap; but the ſhopkeeper, who ſells to the public the articles 
of manufactory, cannot have much election he muſt have a ſhop 
in a populous ſtreet, that ſhop muſt make a handſome appearance to 
ſhew off the articles it exhibits, in order to catch the attention of 
paſſengers. The ſhopkeeper himſelf, as well as his aſſiſtants, muſt 
be more particular in their dreſs and appearance than thoſe whoſe 
buſineſs does not require continual intercourſe with their cuſtomers, 
and the high-rented houſe which they occupy cannot be confidered 
but as an article or impliment of trade, and is as much ſo as their 
weights and ſcales, or their meaſures—he truſted, therefore, that the 
Committee would conſider this claſs of traders, and grant them 
lome alleviation—for which purpoſe he moved, that after the few 
words general deduction, ſhuuld be added“ and the amount of 
rent of fuch houſes and warehouſes as belong {9 tenants of vu 
ſhops, and are inhabited by retail traders.” | 
The ſchedule being gone through, 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he came now to the new celiac 
but as he had already ſtated the ſubſtance of them, and as they 
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feemed to meet the concurrence of the Houſe, he ſhould not enter 
at any length into them now. But there was one material clauſe 
which he had not ſtated before ; the clauſe for making allowances 
for children. In the original ſtatement which he had ſubmitted to 
the Houſe, gentlemen would recolle& he had ſuggeſted the propriety 
of making the allowances for children larger than they were in the 
Aſſeſſed-tax Bill. In that bill there were no allowances made for a 
fewer number than four children; the ſeale then roſe from four to 
eight, and from eight to ten. In the firſt caſe, an allowance was 
made of ten per cent. ; in the ſecond, fifteen ; in the third, twenty 


cou Mons. 


per cent. But it ſeemed to him a much more convenient and de- 


firable thing to make an allowance for each child, even for one 
child. In the next place, he ſhould propoſe that a dedudion 
ſhould be made according to elaſſes of income, which was not pro- 
poſed to be made on other caſes under the bill. The preſumption 


upon which the Committee went was, that whatever was an addi- 


tional expence, ought to be made a deduction from the taxable in- 
come of a perſon as far as related to children. The Committee 


would probably be of opinion, that in this there ought to be made 


a diſtinction of claſſes of income. He ſhould, therefore, ſuggeſt 


that a deduction ſhould be made of five per cent. from the income 


for each child, in the claſs of income from fixty pounds a year to 
four hundred. The effec of this would be, that there would be 
five per cent. for each child, and that the higheſt caſe of ten chil- 
dren, which gave only twenty per cent. in the Aſſeſſed- tax Bill, 
would in this bill give fifty per cent. This deduction, then, would 


be more than double what it had been propoſed to be laſt year. 


The ſecond claſs of inzome was from 4001. to 1o00l. a year, upon 
which he propoſed that there ſhould be an allowance of four per cent. 


on the income of each child. The third claſs was from 1,000]. 
to 5,000], a year, upon which he ſuggeſted that the allowance ſhould _ 


be 3 per cent for each child; and that all income above 5, oool. a 


year ſhould have no more than 2 per cent. for each child. This 


was the ſubſtance of the clauſe which he meant to ſubmit to the 


Committee with reſpet to children; and he truſted gentiemen 


would fee that, without any departure from any principle upon 


which the meaſure was founded, it was a proper modification, and 


was calculated to afford ſubſtantial relief to thoſe valuable claſſes, 
where relief was moſt wanted. 


Mr. SPEAKER faid—I cannot forbear, Sir, from expreſſing 


the great fatisfaction I have received from the propofition which has 


juſt been ſubmitted to us; a ſatiefagion which, I am perſuaded, the 
Committee ill participate with me. Every gentleman, Sir, muſt 
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he ſenſible that the relief propoſed to be afforded is a great and ſub- 
ſtantial one. In ſo comprehenſive a meaſure as the preſent, it is 
fruitleſs to ſuppoſe that great hardſhips will not be felt; it is fruitleſs 
to 5 that conſiderable inconveniences will not occur. The 
Houſe could not foreſee all the difficulties that might ariſe ; and 
even if they could foreſee them, I truſt they would not provide for 
all of them, becauſe, if they did, they would defeat the efficacy and 
equity of the meaſure. Sir, we muſt take our ſtand upon a fixed 
principle : and from that we muſt not depart. The principle of 


the preſent meaſure is to raiſe a tenth of every man's income, as 


far as it is practicable. By that principle I am happy to ſee the 
Committee are determined to abide. If, indeed, they were to de- 
part from it, they would fritter away the meaſure altogether. In 
carrying this principle into execution, we muſt be governed by duty, 
or rather governed by a corect view of the intereſts of individuals. 
The foundation upon which my right honourable friend has propoſed 
this modification is, that children abſorb a larger proportion of a 
ſmall income than of a large one. This is true in fact; and the 
adoption of it will not ſubject the Houſe to any inconveniences. 
When the Committee conſider what is the deſcription of perſons to 
whom this benevolence is propoſed to be extended, I am ſure that 
their ſatisfaction will be equal to my own. It will relieve many 
gentlemen who live in the country upon ſmall incomes —it will re- 
lieve many perſons who, with ſuch credit ta themſelves and ſuch ad- 
vantage to the country, have formed themſeves into yeomanry and 
volunteer corps—above all, Sir, it will afford relief to that moſt 
valuable and moſt reſpectable claſs of men, the clergy, who live 
upon ſmall livings and have large families ; they muſt excite in a 
peculiar degree the attention and protection of the Houſe ; they are 
bound from a ſenſe of what is due to their ſituation, they are ſtimu- 
Rated by a knowledge of the ſacredneſs of their functions, they are 
excited by the education which they have received, to maintain a 
ſtile of life beyond their income, but nor beyond their reſpectability. 

To them the relief will be a moſt important one. Sir, to thoſe 
who have taken the pains to look at all to the practice of our an- 
ceſtors, it muſt be matter of pride and exultation to find that it 1s 
only in late times that theſe ideas of modification have been adopted. 
Let gentlemen look to the catalogue of former taxes; let them look 
to the tenths, the fifteenths, the ſeutage, the taillages, and the aſſeſſ- 


ments of thoſe times, and they will find in none of them ſuch modi- 


fications as have been introduced in very recent periods. Let the 


| Houſe recollect that no diſtinctions were taken by thoſe who preceded 


us. 1 Sir, let * ſee that when as much as four ſhil- 
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lings in the pound was hid upon real, and two ſhillings and fixpence 
upon moveable property, no ideas of diſtinctions and deſcriptions 
of property were ever introduced into the Houſe. Look when the 
land tax was adopted as a ſubſtitute for the ſubſidies, then ſee that 
it operated as a poundage upon all perſons. Look at thoſe things, 
and then view the principle of this modification, which affords ſub. 
ſtantial relief where it is moſt wanted. I ſhould be ſorry, Sir, to 
ſee this great meaſure encumbered and frittered away by modifi. 
cations ; for by the adoption of it, the neceſſity for loans, which ope- 
rate as a perpetual burden upon the country, will be done away, and 
the depreciation of public credit prevented. A conteſt has been 
long maintained between this country and France. The beſt way, 
in my conſcience, I believe, to ſhorten it, is, to ſhew that we are 
prepared for carrying it on. We were firſt attacked upon our 
principles, and then the enemy hoped to find an ally in the aliena- 
tion of the minds of the people from the Conſtitution. In that 
hope, and in that deſign, they were repelled by the good ſenſe and 
firmneſs of the nation. Their next attempt was upon the indepen- 
dance of the country. "They threatened Great Britain with the ſame 
ruin and devaſtation which have marked their progreſs in all other 
countries ; but the effect of that menace was to raiſe the country to 
a man. Rey derived other hopes; they were encouraged by the 


 [Counoxs 


- depreciation of public credit, and by the amount of the public debt, 
which, perhaps not unreaſonably, has been denominated the beſt ally 


of the enemy. It is in the power of the Houſe to meet, if not to 
diſſolve, that alliance. Sir, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee any thing adopted 
to impair the principle of a tax, which, I believe in my conſcience, 
will go farther to animate thoſe whom it is our intereſt to animate, 
and to carry diſmay into the hearts of the enemy, than even the 
victories we have gained, or that recent one of which neither we nor 
our poſterity can ever ſpeak without the warmeſt admiration and ap- 
plauſe. - I truſt the effect of this meaſure will be to rouſe, to ſtimu- 
late, and to excite thoſe who are to co-operate with us. Theſe, 


Sir, are the ſentiments which I fhall always entertain. It would 


have been highly gratifying to my own mind, if I could have ſtated 
more at length what I feel upon the principle of the meaſure before 
us. The Houſe will be aware that it is only in a Committe - 
I can expreſs my ſentiments upon any ſubjeR. Sir, I ſincerely re- 
Joice at the modification which has been propoſed, becauſe, without 


| infringing the principle of the bill, it is calculated to diminiſh the 
preſſure where the preſſure is moſt felt, and to afford relief where 


te! tet is moſt wanted. 
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10 sir W. PULTENEY entertained no manner of doubt that the 
modification propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
give great ſatisfaction to the country in general; but though he, as 
highly as any one, approved the modification, he could not avoid ſtill 
" WH | being averſe to the principle of the bill. His objection was not to 
the amount of the ſum to be raiſed ; on the contrary, he thought 
every man in the country ought to contribute to its defence and ſup- 
port in the preſent arduous conteſt in which it was engaged, as 
largely as his means would enable him; but his fears were how far 
this bill encroached upon the principles of the Conſtitution. The 
ſum to be raiſed no one would objed to; but if, by the mode of 
raiſing it, we violated the principles of the Conſtitution, every man 
in the country ought to ſet his face againſt it. The advantages to 
be obtained by raiſing the money would be too dearly purchaſed. 
On this ſubject he ſhould have a more favourable opportunity of 
expreſſing his ſentiments when the report was conſidered. With 
regard to the new clauſes it was impoſſible at preſent to ſay any 
thing, but he conſidered they would be open to diſcuſſion, and that 
the Houſe, by receiving them in filence, was not precluded from 
conſidering the propriety of them hereafter. Farther obſervations 
he would poſtpone till he ſaw the bill printed, repeating only, that 
he did not object to the ſum, but that he conſidered the mode of 
riſing it unconſtitutional. On that ground he ſhould take his 
ſtand, and on that ground alone ſhould he oppoſe the bill. 

Right honourable D. RYDER faid, it was extremely painful 
to his feelings to make the ſmalleſt objection to a ſpecies of modi- 
fication which ſeemed to flow from the principles of humanity ; but 
he was apprehenſive the degree to which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had carried it, might prove prejudicial to the principle of 
the bill. It was neceſſary the Houſe ſhould cautiouſly guard againſt 
extending the reductions in ſuch a manner as to defeat the object of 
the meaſure, He was of opinion the reduction in favour of per- 
ſons with families ought not to extend to thoſe whoſe incomes 
amounted to 1,0001. a year, unleſs they had three children at the 
leaſt. He alſo thought a diſtinction ought to be made in the ſcale 
of reduAion, according to the ages of the children. | 

Mr. Chaneellcr PITT faid, he had not propoſed the modifica- 
tion but from a firm impreſſion, that it was as much founded in po- 
liey as in juſtice and humanity. Its operation, on the one hand, 
would prevent the tax exceeding the bounds of what perſons, in | 
every ſituation in life, ought to contribute; and, on the other, 
would in no reſpect be injurious to the principle of the meaſure, 
but would rather extend it by alleviating the preſſure of the burden 
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[ Commons, 


of thoſe who, from the circumſtance of their having families to 
provide for, were moſt entitled to relief. He hoped, whatever 
doubts gentlemen might have with reſpect to the modification, they 
would ſuſpend them till the clauſe was printed, when, he was per. 
ſuaded, that, attending to the propoſed relief, with reference to its 
juſtice, and applying every degree of caution to protect the principle 
of the bill, they would, in both reſpects, find it entitled to their 
fulleft approbation. He differed from the honoutable gentleman, 
who thought the relief ought not to apply to perſons of 10001. a year 
income, with leſs than three children. When he regarded the ſitu- 


zation of merchants, and gentlemen of 1, oool. a year, who had ſons 


to whom they were obliged to give expenſive educations, or daughters 
to whom it was neceſſary to give portions ſuitable to their expeQa- 
tions, he conceived they were equally entitled to relief with perſons 
in more humble fituations of life, and particularly as they did not 
derive that aid from their children which the poor elaſſes of people, 
in many caſcs, did. With reſpe to the diſtinction propoſed by 
the honourable gentleman, according to the different ages of chil- 
dren, he was not aware how it could be made with the leaſt uni- 
formity ; for it was obvious the children of the poor were moſt ex- 
penſive to their parents when young, and the expenee was compara- 
tively nothing when they advanced in years ; whereas, in the higher 
claſſes, the effect was preciſely the reverſe, for there the expence of 
children, when young, was trifling, but proportionably heavy when 
it became neceſſary to eſtabliſh them in life. It was in conſequence 


of his not being able to make any diſtindtion between the higher and 


lower claſſes, with reſpec to their relative claims to relief on the ſcore 
of their families, that he had adopted one uniform ſyſtem of reduction. 
He had propoſed this modification as the beſt reſult which, under 
all circumſtances, he had been enabled to draw. He deſired the 
Houſe to examine the clauſe attentively, applying all that caution 


which had been recommended; but at the ſame time bearing in 


mind, that every ſhilling taken from that claſs of the public that 
had families to provide for was taken from thoſe to whom it was 
for the beſt intereſts of ſociety to extend relief. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, the propoſition met his moſt cor- 
dial ſupport. He believed. it would obviate the preſſure of the 
burden where relief was moſt wanted, and render the meaſure alto- 
gether not leſs worthy, on the general ſcore of policy, than on the 
principle of humanity. i 1 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL obſerved, that it was the 
principle of taxation acknowledged in this country, that the ſitu- 
ation, income, and property of perſons, ſnould be ſo conſidered, that 
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taxes ſhould not have the effect of materially leſſening the one or 
the other; and for this reaſon it was neceſſary to make deduQions 
in the higher as well as the lower claſſes. It was on this general 
rule the principle of the modification proceeded. It was impoſſible 
to deſcend to particulars; and he wiſhed the Committee to con- 
fider, whether it would not be rendering the modification altogether 
impracticable, if they were to load it with diſtinctions. The prin- 
ciple of relief ought to be general, and the Committee would do 
wrong to have recourſe to thoſe minutize which could never be fot- 
lowed up without entangling the whole of the meaſure. Though 
the children of one claſs might not be ſo expenſive as thoſe of ano- 
ther, yet the difference was to be balanced by future expences. He 


repeated, that the Committee ought not to make minute diſtinctions, 


but rather to conſider the great and general object of relief propoſed 
by the clauſe, in which, after all, it was impoſſible but there muſt 
remain conſiderable imperfections. | 

Mr. SPEAKER again roſe and expreſſed his approbation of the 
dauſe, and the mode of relief held out by it ; he pointed out the 
juſtice of it, by comparing it with the practice of our anceſtors. 
There were two ſpecies of modification recogniſed in the outſet of 
the diſcuſſion of this bill ; one referring to the deſcription of in- 
come, the other to the amount; neither of theſe had ever been 
adopted by thoſe legiſlators who had formerly levied taxes in this 
Houſe. The earlier mode of levying taxes in this country was by 
tenths and fifteenths. Theſe were levied without diſtinction, nor 
was there any reduction made on account of the ſituation of thoſe 
who were to pay them. To this ſucceeded Knight's ſervice, which 
was general throughout the country, and commuted for by a tax de- 


nominated ſcutage or taillage. In the mode of levying theſe taxes, 


there were none of thoſe beneficial diſtinctions which characteriſed 


the meaſure now before the Houſe. This mode of taxation gave 


place to ſubſidies, which was an aſſeſſment of not leſs than four 
ſhillings in the pound on real property, and two ſhillings in the 
pound on moveables. This was levied without reference to de- 
ſcription or domeſtic ſituation of perſons. During the time of the 
the ProteQorſhip, when the unhappy diſputes exiſted between the 
King and his Parliament, the Parliament levied weekly contribu- 
tions on the inhabitants, he would not ſay the ſubjeRs, becauſe they 
had no monarch at that time to whom they paid that obedience their 
duty required. Theſe exactions were made to the enormous 
amount of 1 20, o0ol. a month, according to the arbitrary will of 
the aſſeſſors, without any modification whatever. When the land 
tax, which took place of ſubſidies, was adopted, four ſhillings in 
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the pound was levied indiſcriminately, without any regard to the in. 
come of the perſon on whom it was raiſed, or any reference to the 
number of their families. Merchants, at all times, continued to pay 
their poundage on inſurance without any deduQtion. The poors 
rates had always been levied without any diſcrimination ; the num- 
ber of a man's family never being in contemplation. With reſpe& 
to the modification propoſed, it appeared to him not only congenial 
to the feelings of humanity bur perfectly in uniſon with the prin- 
ciple of the meaſure. If he thought it in the leaſt operated againſt 
the principle on which tne bi'] procceded, he would implore the 
Houſe to reject it; but, he was perſuaded, in ſuch cafe, there would 
be no occaſion for his arguments, the diGates of their duty and their 
own feelings would be ſufficient to induce them to diſapprove of it; 
and he believed the Houſe beſt promoted the happineſs of the com- 
munity, by the ſtrict diſcharge of their duty, without regard to other 
conſiderations. Upon every principle of expediency and policy, 


they were bound, as men and ſenators, to provide for the relief 


of thoſe perfons to whom the clauſe in queſtion particularly re- 
ferred. 


Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL obſerved, that the principle 
of modification, as applied to uiſtinction of perſons, was recogniſed 
in the reign of the Plantagenets ; but he admitted it was abandoned 
during the reign of the Stuarts. 

Mr. SPEAKER replicd, that that obſervation only applied to 
the Poll Tax. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had a great variety of clauſes 
to offer; but he believed it would be more for the accommodation 
of the Committee that they ſhould be given in without entering 


into any detail as to their objects, unleſs any gentleman withed it 
otherwiſe. 


After a few more obſervations from Mr. SMITH, Mr. EL- 
LISON, and Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY, the clauſes were 


received. 


The report was afterwards brought, up and received ; the bill, 
with the amendments, ordered to be printed; and the report to be 
taken into conſideration on Thurſday next. 


Wedneſday, December 26. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day on the bil 
for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas- Corpus Act; which 
being read, and it being for the bill going into a Commitce, 
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He moved that the Speaker do now leave the chair. 

Mr. COURTENAY roſe and ſaid, he was now about to adduce 
additional reaſons to ſhew there was no neceſſity for ſuſpending the 
Habeas- Corpus Ad any longer; and before he did ſo, he begged 
leave to read the declaration made by His Majeſty in April: 

« Whereas it appears that the preparation for the embarkation 
« of troops and warlike ſtores are now carried on with conſiderable 
« and increaſing activity in the ports of France, Flanders, and 
« Holland, with the avowed deſign of attempting the invaſion of 
« His Majcſty's dominions ; and that in this the enemy is encou- 
« raged by the correſpondence and communications of traitorous 
« and di ſaffected peiſons and ſocieties of theſe kingdoms.” 

Here, he ſaid, was a plain and candid reaſon aſſigned for the ſuſ- 
penſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act; but he would follow up this 
declaration of His Majeſty upon that importation occaſion, and aſk, 
Whether the caſe was the ſame now as it was then? Were His 
Majeſty's enemics making any preparation for the invaſion of theſe 
kingdoms ? If they were, in what place, or in what manner, were 
they making ſuch preparations? And, by whom were they aided 
and abetted in this country? He would aſk one plain general 


queſtion, were we now in the ſame ſituation as we were. laſt year 


when the Habeas-Corpus Suſpenſion Ad was agreed to? Had not 
our enemies been baffled and diſcomfited in different parts of the 
world? Was it likely that the French would invade. this country 
when it was ſcarcely probable that they ſhould retain their preſent 
conqueſts ? — The dominion of Britain was extended; the Medi- 
terranean and Adriatic ſeas were annexed to her empire; and the 
glorious triumphs of her navy were celebrated in every quarter of 
the globe. We looked up with pride and gratitude to the re- 
nowned names of Nelſon and Jervis, whoſe honours, though great, 
had ſcarcely kept pace with their merits. Their unparalleled ex- 
ploits had even extended the fame and glory of the Britiſh navy; 
the brilliancy of their victories ſtood unrivalled in our triumphant 
annals, Skill and valour were happily united ; and the ſcience of 
the Britiſh Admirals was as diſtinguiſhed as the intrepidity of the 
britiſh ſailors. Why then, at this auſpious period, ſuſpend the 
Habeas. Corpus Act? Why fling this cloud of deſpotiſm over our 
clan to obſcure the glorious proſpect? Indeed they had allo ſerved 
their country, in a moſt fingular and unprecedented manner, — 
eſſentially and conſtitutionally by introducing a ſpecies of Parlia- 
mentary Reform in this country. Being called by His Majeſty into 
another Houſe—the freſh laurels they had planted there - would 
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purity the vitiated atmoſphere—tainted and corrupted by ſome 
blaſts of putrid and azotic air—reſcind from 
[A cry of “ Order! Order!“ —“ Chair!) 

Mr. SPEAKER reminded Mr. Courtenay, that he was not 
ſpeaking to the queſtion before the Houſe. 

Mr. COURTENAY proceeded. He thought he might have 
been permitted to uſe a metaphorical expreſſion, eſpecially in praiſe 
of ſuch diſtinguiſned men as Lords Nelſon and Jervis, but he was 
corrected. He ſaid, he ſhould. not have touched, perhaps, cer- 
tainly he ſhould not have dwelt upon this ſubject, had he not ima- 
gined that it aroſe naturally out of what had been ſaid on a former 
debate upon this bill, and of which, in point of ſpirit, if not in 
ſtrictneſs of language, this might be called a continuance. He muſt 
now advert to what had been ſaid by an honourable and learned gen- 
tleman on the laſt debate upon this meaſure. That gentleman had 
ſtated ſome points, as if he (Mr. Courtenay) had miſrepreſented 
facts relative to the priſoners in Clerkenwell, wherein the State 
Priſoners are now confined. Gentlemen, in the diſcuſſion cf this 
matter, had dwelt inuch on topics of general humanity, on which 
they thought proper to declaim a great deal, and aſſert many things 
one word of which he did not deny. But he ſhould now repeat 
what he had formerly aſſerted upon the ſubject. He had ſaid, that 
men, committed either for treaſon, ſuſpicion of treaſon, or treaſon- 
able practices, were confined in Clerkenwell Houſe of CorreQion, in 
narrow penitentiary cells ; and neither allowed fire, candle, books, 
or the uſual indulgence to State Priſoners. He had aſked able and 
expericnced lawyers, whether this rigour was not unexampled in 
the adminiitration of juſtice in this country? They had anſwered 
in the affirmative. Theſe fads he had ſtated the other night—he 
was contradicted indeed but was a fingle fact d. ſproved? Did 
not the cells and miſerable truckle beds exiſt ? and was not fire and 
candle interdicted? — One learned gentleman had alſo charged him 
with arraigning Lord Kenyon's conduct in the King's Bench. This 
he denied. If Lord Kenyon had ſentenced Smith, the bookſeller, 
to ſeven, fourteen, or twenty-one years impriſonment for a libel, 
he would not have preſumed to queſtion the legality and juſtice of 
ſuch a ſentence. But he thought he might, without much impro- 
priety, be permitted to ſtate, what he ſhould always think, 2 
rigorous mode of carrying this ſentence into effect. He had e 
perienced the truth of the late Lord Chatham's obſervation : 
&« Touch but a cobweb in Weſtminſter hall, and the old ſpider will 
crawl out.” Another honourable gentleman had faid, he had viſited 
the priſon himſclf, had examined the matter, and that he knew thc 
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reports that had gone abroad upon it were unfounded. If that ho- 


nourable gentleman was now in the Houſe, he would aſk him, if 


be was in this priſon fince the time of paſſing judgement on the 
perſon to whom he alluded ? or whether he was there fince the 
commitment of thoſe who are there under the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas-Corpus Act? Did he viſit the priſon ?- and was it, or was 


it not, in the ſituation which he had deſcribed? He aſked that 
| queſtion. Now, as a corroboration of what he had formerly ſtated 


upon this matter, he begged to read, as part of his ſpeech, a letter 
from the wife of Colonel Deſpard: 


Some mention having been made in the newſpaper reports of 
« the Houſe of Commons relative to the treatment of Colonel 
« Deſpard in the New Priſon, I think it neceſſary to ſtate 
« that the Colonel was confined near ſeven months in a damp cell, 
« not ſeven feet ſquare, without either fire or candle, chair, table, 
« knife, fork, a glazed window, or even a book to read. I made 
« ſeveral applications in perſon to Mr. Wickham, Under Secre- 
« tary of State, and by letter to the Duke of Portland—all to no 
« purpoſe. About the 2oth of laſt month he was removed into a 
e room with a fire, but not until his feet were ulcerated by froſt. 
« For the truth of this ſtatement, I appeal to the honourable Mr. 
« Lawleſs, or John Reeves, Eſq. who viſited the Colonel in "— 
an at whoſe interceſſion he was removed.' 

I ſtate theſe facts withaut the Colonel's knowledge, as even 
10 jailer will bear witnets that he never made any complaint 
of his treatment, however fevere it was. The Colonel ſerved 
His Majeſty thirty years, and all his ſamily are now in the army. 
« Berkeley-ſquarc, CATHARINE DESPARD. 
“December 23, 1798.” 


It was very true that when he ſaw the Colonel he made no com- 
plaint to him. He aſked the Colonel, if any dittinction had 
been uſed in reſpect to him, or if he had been confined in the fame 
manner, and in the ſame ſituation, as the other State Prifoners 
committed ſince the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas. Corpus Act? 
He anſwered yes; that they had been all treated alike ; and 
he had been confined to his cell, till removed by the humane 
interference of Mr. Reeves. If theſe things were not thus —1f he 
was not to believe the letter of Mrs. Deſpard, nor to truſt to the 


evidence of his own ſenſes, but that both were deceptions upon him, 


all he could ſay upon the matter was, that it was very extraordi- 


nary. He knew Colonel Deſpard thirty years ago; he was then 
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in the ſcrvice. An honourable gentleman had aſked, if he had 
any ſympathy with priſoners of this deſcription? He underſtood, 
and held in contempt, the mean and malignant inſinuation. He 
avowed, and always would avow, that he ſympathiſed with the vie. 
tims of oppreſſion, who appeared to lim to be treated tyrannically 

and inhumanly. If the perſons who were confined in this priſon, 
under the authority of this act, were guilty, let them be tricd, and 
condemned; but it they were not guilty, let them be acquitted : at 
all events let them have a trial. To general declamation upon 
probable guilt, or ſuſpicion of guilt, he paid no regard; nor did 
Chriſtian rancour, or religious facetiouſneſs, affect him: if there 
was any thing to be urged againſt theſe men, let it be ſpecified : any 
man who demanded this, demanded nothing but juſtice ; and any 
man who exerted himfelf to obtain that juſtice, deſerved eſteem for 
ſuch exertion. At the time, when this matter was firſt men- 
tioned, he did not believe that His Majeſty's Miniſters knew it; 
but it now appeared that application was made for Colonel Deſpard 
without effect, therefore Miniſters muſt have known it. He had 
ſaid, he was ſure they did not know it. Ile begged pardon of the 
Houſe for having led it into that miſtake ; but he believed that was 
the only inſtance in which he impoſcd upon the Houſe. But ſome 
gentlemen had infiited that thete things could not be as they were 
related; and an honourable gentleman {Mr. Wilberforce) had diſ- 
played much religious facetiouſneſs, tempered with Chriſtian ran- 
cour, on the fubjet. IIe had triumphantly aſked, Whether it 
could be believed that ſuch atrocious inhumanity had been exer- 
ciled? The alledged facts were the belt refutation. Yet, 
ſaid Mr. Courtenay, if we are to believe a certain Chriftian 
moraliſt, {conſidering the depraved ſtate of human nature), all this 
is very probable. * That: proſperity,” favs he, „ hardens the 
heart; that unlimited power is always abuſed, inſtead of diffuſing 
human happineſs; that our nature is corrupt; that the imagination 
of our hearts is continually evil ; that we have to contend, not only 
with our natural depravity, but with the power of darkneſs, the 
evil ſpirit, whoſe dominion is ſo general as to entitle him to the de- 
nomination of the Prince of Darkneſs.” He obſerved, that a worthy 
Magiſtrate had ſtated, that the priſon which he alluded to was not 
originally deſigned for perſons of this deſcription, and that their 
being ſent there was matter of neceſſity ; but if it was neceſſary to 
ſend them to this place, there was no neceſſity of treating them with 
inhumanity when they were in it. Why could not a proper houſe 
be hired for this, as for any other purpoſe? Did gentlemen believe 
that the people of this country, who afforded thirty and forty mil- 
lions a ycar for the public ſervice, would begrudge three or four hun- 
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dred for the maintenance of priſoners? Was it to be ſuppoſed 
that the loyalty of a people, who are, to the number of 300,000 

in arms in defence of their country, would be affected by the ex- 
_ pence of a few hundreds of pounds for ſuch a purpoſe as this; and, 
indeed, for the purpoſe of common humanity * Did any one ſup- 
poſe that the people would obſcure their luſtre, and tarniſh their 
glory, by meanly withholding a ſmall ſum of money to jſupport a 
few priſoners? He ſaid, that in his opinion the complaints of abuſe 
of the power given to Government by this act, might logically be 
urged againſt its renewal. He had ſtated theſe facts, becauſe he be- 
lieved them to be true; but if they ſhould be proved to be falſe, he 
ſhould be very happy to retract them. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, that the honourable 
gentleman had alluded to what he had ſaid in a former debate. He 
certainly did complain that ſuch reſpect was not paid as ought to 
have been paid to the Court of King's Bench in taking notice of the 
caſe of an individual of the name of Smith for publiſhing a libel 
called © the Duties of Citizenſhip.” He made ſome obſervations 
on that caſe, and he would repeat, that the Court of King's Bench 
did not order Smith to be ſent to that priſon until after they had 
been well aſſured that it was a fit and proper place to receive him. 
They did it in the execution of an important duty which they owed 
the public, and which duty they diſcharged conſcientioufly ; and 
the honourable gentleman, who talked ſo much of cruelty, would 
give him leave to ſay, that he knew of no cruelty ſo harſh as that of 
a Member of Parliament endeavouring to call forth the public in- 
dignation on perſons who ſtand in a ſituation of great difficulty as 
well as importance, without examining the caſe on which they ſpeak. 
If that honourable gentleman had applied to him he would have 
given him all the grounds on which he oppoſed theſe aſſertions 
againſt the priſon in queſtion, and alſo why he ſupported this bill. 
He would likewiſe tell the honourable gentleman, that there was 
no cruelty more harſh than that of a Member of Parliament ſtating 
in his ſpeech as an authentic account, ſomething that he had ſeen in 
a newſpaper to the prejudice of any public officer, or any other indi- 
vidual, Such was the caſe here in regard to the conduct of the 
Duke of Portland and of Mr. Wickham ; the honourable gentle- 
man had not even the report of the jailer of the priſon upon the 
ſubject. As to Colonel Deſpard, he was a man who had been 
long in the ſervice of his country moſt certainly, and who, from 
inquiry made this day, appeared to have conducted himſelf well in 
his confinement. The report of the caſe of this gentleman, as 
ated this night, was taken from a letter publiſhed in the newſpa- 
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pers. He hoped he was not out of order when he ſaid it was Fiting 
that all perſons, from one end of the kingdom to the «ther, ſliauld 
know that they are not juſtified in retailing any thing that is te the 
prejudice of others, more eſpecially when it is immediatelv injurious 
to the public character of thoſe who are entruſted with in, »rtant 


public offices, merely becauſe they fee it in forme neſpaber; and 


he muſt alſo be permitted to obſerve, that the editor of the Courier, 
when he was not publicly known, inſerted in hat paper that moſt 
deteſtable libel upon the caſe of the Liverpool priſ mers, Gr which 
he made only this apology, that his humanity would noi permit him 
to omit inſerting ſuch a caſe ; which mode of reaſoning wwld 
amount to this—that if any body ſent a letter from Paris accu 
the Attorney General, or any other public officer of mi thing di- 
rectly oppoſite to his duty, it ought to be inſerted if ti was in it 
any allegation that ſomebody had been treated with inhumanity; 
and although he did not ſay that a thing is to be diſbelic ved, becauſe 
it is inhuman, yet he would ſay it was deteſtable inhumenity to be- 
heve it for no other reaſon than becauſe it was inhuman, and the 
more eſpecially if there was no better authority for it than a newſ- 
paper, and he did not know where there could be worſe. In this 
caſe there was two conſiderations brought forward, or rather involved, 
by the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman. Firſt, what had been 
the conduct of the Duke of Portland and of Mr. Wickham ? Se- 
condly, what had been the regulation of the jail itfelf ? And here 
he muſt beg permiſſion to ſay, that he hoped he was not more in- 


human than others; and he hoped the national charaQeriſtic of hu- 


manity was not altered; but ſtill, notions of humanity alone ſhould 
not be acted upon againſt the very principles which had for ages 
been acted upon, and had been deemed the cement that had held ſo 
well together. It had, upon theſe principles, been always held that 


perſons committed for high treaſon, or ſuſpicion of high treaſun, | 


ſhould be kept * ſafe and cloſe ;* and therefore, however apparently 
harſh it might be, to put a perſon only accuſed in a ſituation in which 
he could not converſe with others, yet it was a condition inſeparable 


from the nature of the thing; and he believed there never had oe- 


curred a fingle inſtance, or very rarely if there had, in which an 
one individual had met with more rigour than abſolute neceſſity de- 
manded. There had been ſomething ſaid atout the wives and 
friends of ſome priſoners being refuſed acceſs to them. By the way, 
there were ſome: wives who had met with much indulgence, in not 
being taken up and confined as well as their huſbands. He then 
came to conſider the letter which had been publiſhed in the name 
of Mrs. Deſpard. Having read the letter he proceeded to ſhew 
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what had been, done in the caſe of this gentleman. Some com- 


plaints having been. made to the Duke of Portland. relative to the 
ſituation of Colonel Deſpard, Mr. Wickham, in the month of 
May 1798, wrote a letter to the keeper of the priſon, ſtating that he 
was directed by the Duke of Portland to defire that the wife of Co- 


lonel Deſpard ſhould have acceſs to him, and might converſe with 


him in the preſence of any proper perſon to be entruſted for that 


purpoſe. The Attorney General obſerved, after having read this 


letter, that it was in feaſon for him to ſay, that he had the depoſi- 
tion of a perſon on oath, ſtating that Colonel Deſpard on hearing 
what had been ſaid in the Houſe of Commons of the hardſhips of 
his ſituation, was ſurpriſed at it, and added, that if neceſſary, he 
would contradi it himſelf. The account the Attorney General ſaid 
he had of the matter was this—Mrs. Deſpard, in the month of 
June, wrote a letter to the Duke. of Portland, in conſequence of 
which the Duke ſent for the jailer of the priſon, and gave him 
directions, importing that there ſhould be ſhewn to the priſoner 
every indulgence which the nature of the warrant under which he 
was committed, and ſafe cuſtody, would admit. After this Mrs. 
Deſpard wrote another letter upon the ſame. ſubje& to the noble 
Duke, to which no anſwer was returned, becauſe proper directions 
upon the ſubje of it had been already given. Mrs. Deſpard 
wrote another letter to Mr. Wickham ; he told ker ſhe had better 
write again to the Duke of Portland if ſhe had any farther com- 
plaint. She did. ſo.. The noble Duke deſired her to call at his 
bouſe, which ſhe did. He heard her complaint himſelf, and after- 
wards ordered the Colonel to have every thing conſiſtent with the 
nature of the warrant, and ſafe cuſtody : ordered him to be allowed 
the uſe of books, and alſo directed the jailer to attend to the cir- 
cumſtance of his being a man of rank, and to allow him ſuch ac- 
commodation as common feeling dictated on that account. After 
this, Mr. Wickham, by order of the Duke of Portland, defired 
Mr. Ford to go to the jail, and order every indulgence that was 
conſiſtent with ſafety, to be given to all the priſoners. Nor was 
any time whatever in the whole receſs loſt to this ſubject, except 
one week, in which Mr. Wickham went to Tunbridge. Some 
time after this the Duke of Portland ordered Colonel Deſpard to 
be removed to the place where he now is. Here he read the de- 


ſeription of the cells (for ſo he ſaid they were called) in which the | 


priſoners were confined, by which he maintained it was clear there 

was no pretence for ſaying they were damp or unwholeſome. He 

then read the depoſition taken in the priſon, by which it appeared, 

as he had ſtated already, that Colonel Deſpard was ſurpriſed at what 
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had been faid on his behalf in the Houſe of Commons ; and that 


if neceflary, he was ready to contradict it himſelf. He read alfo 


ſome parts of a converſation between the perſon making this depofi. 


tion and another perſon, by which he collected that the letter pub. 


liſhed in the papers was not of the writing of Mrs. Deſpard. Per- 
haps ſhe did not ſee the whole drift of it. It was a well-written 
letter, and for a certain purpoſe well adapted; and the female ſex 
would pardon him, if he faid it was a little, perhaps, beyond their 


tile in general. There were artful men in that priſon, and ſome 
of them had ſhewn they ill deſerved the lenity that was ſhewn to 


them; ſome of them had a great number of O'Connor's pamphlets 
ready for circulation. Some of them, fince they were permitted to 
be together, debated upon the worſt of all poſſible ſubjects. He 
would not go into the queſtion whether theſe things, or the manner 
in which they were treated, were any arguments for or againſt the 
bill ; he mentioned them only to ſhew the honourable gentleman 


the great impropriety of a haſty adoption of opinion upon things of 


this kind, and alſo to do away the impreſſion which, unanſwered, 
the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman would have produced, 
What he had to add was this — That he hoped and truſted, in fu- 
ture, before any information is given to the Houſe with reſpect to 
the treatment of priſoners, every Member of it will feel it a duty 
incumbent. on him not to rely on the reports of newſpapers, but to 
fift the matter to the bottom. To give a rumour the authority of a 


| ſpeech in that Houſe, without being aſſured of the truth of that ru- 


mour, was, what he called inhumanity to the publie. He hoped no 
accuſation would be made in that Houſe upon any ſubject, before 
the perſon bringing it, at leaſt, had fifted the matter to. the bottom. 
No perſon withed leſs for harſh treatment to priſoners than himſelf. 
They ſhould never meet with more rigour than the neceſſity of the 


thing required, and that they ought to ſubmit to without a murmur, 


for it was inſeparable from the nature of things, and the rigour 
which neceſſity creates, neceſſity will juſtify. He muſt repeat his 
obſervation, that the report of a newſpaper was no authority for that 
Houſe to proceed upon: he therefore hoped the Houſe would hear 
no mare of accounts from newſpapers ; but, if any Member of the 
Houſe had any complaint to exhibit, he would do it from the in- 
formation of his own mind, after actual inquiry into the ſubject. 
Mr. COURTENAY faid a few words in explanation, in which 
he ſaid, that while he was with Colonel Deſpard, Mrs. Deſpard 
eame to the priſon, and the Colonel told him he muſt go down and 
ſpeak to her, for that ſhe was not permitted to come up to him. 
He would examine every matter again, if he was permitted to viſt 
; I 
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the place, and if he found he had been in an error in any 2 he 
ſhould be perfectly ready to acknowledge it. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE began by juſtifying certain parts 1 his 
ſpeech in a former debate upon the ſame ſubject, to which the ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt had alluded. When he then 
mentioned that he had viſited the priſons, about which ſuch glaring 
miſrepreſentations were ſent abroad, he did not mean to ſay that he 
had viſited them fince the priſoners, whoſe ſufferings are now ſo 
much exaggerated, were confined in them ; nor was he induced to 
viſit them from any particular grounds or motives of idle curioſity, 
but that he might obtain general information reſpecting the plan on 
which they were built, and the principle upon which their regulations 
were conducted, hoping that if he had room to approve of them, 
he might be enabled to extend the benefit of them to other parts of 
the country. The honourable gentleman has ſaid that he had feen 
with his own eyes, and heard with his own ears, the ill ſtate of the 
priſons and the cruel hardſhips ſuffered by the priſoners ; but thoſe 
who were well read in haman nature muſt often have obſerved that 
thoſe who labour under the influence of any ſtrong prejudice fre- 
quently deceive themſelves, and imagine that they hear and ſee what 
perſons free from ſuch prejudice would never think of. Indeed, he 
muſt think the honourable gentleman as incapable of conviction, 
ſince he perſevered in his former aſſertions without adducing any 
one ſingle argument or faQ in corroboration of what he had ad- 
vanced. The honourable gentleman alſo denies that he had thrown 
out any reflection upon Lord Kenyon. That learned Lord was 
well known to be extremely jealous of his character, and unleſs he 
had good grounds for uſing the language he before referred to, that 
learned Lord would not have thanked the keeper of thoſe priſons in 
terms of ſuch praiſe for the propriety of his condut—a conduct 
which, he ſaid, called for a general tribute of gratitude : to ſup- 
poſe, therefore, that the learned Lord would have beſtowed ſuch 
marked approbation wherc, it was contended, no ſuch appro- 
bation was deſerved, was doubtleſs throwing ſomething like a 
refleion upon the learned Lord's judgement and fincerity. He 
vas likewiſe told by the honourable gentleman that on this ſubject 
he had diſplayed much religious facetiouſneſs mixed with Chriſtian 
rancour ; theſe were epithets which were rarely given to the ſub- 
ſtantives here made uſe of, at leaſt from his vocabulary he was led 
to think ſo; for Chriſtian rancour was ſurely ill applied, and as to 
religious facetiouſneſs, he was ready to agree that a religious man 
might at times be facetious, but it was equally true that a man 
"UW bs very irreligious and very dull. However, ſuch a man 
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might take a hint from the advice of Pope, and endeavour to en- 
liven his dullneſs by the admixture of a few religious ingredients, 
But a word on the queſtion now before the Houſe. It is ſaid that 
we ought not to take away that guard to which we owe the ſecurity 
of our rights, of our liberties, and of our happineſs; ſurely not, upon 
flight and capricious grounds. When, however, it is obvious that 
we have enemies both without and within, enemies of formidable 
ſtrength, and of formidable malice : when we ſee Members of that 
Houſe, he would not ſay, who aided, but who appear at leaſt to 
become friendly to perſons of ſuch a ſtamp and character, then moſt 
undoubtedly it became the wiſdom and the vigilance of that Houſe 
to take every meaſure that could keep us on our guard, and not to 
relax in any of our exertions to counteract and baffle the wicked 
deſigns and machinatians of ſuch enemies : we ſhould not, as has 
been well ſaid, heſitate to ſacrifice a part of that, the whole of 
which we may ſecure and hereafter enjoy by means of that ſeaſon- 
able ſacrifice. The honourabte gentleman was alſo pleaſed to ſpeak 
much of his own and of his (Mr. Wilberforce's) humanity ; for his 
part, he might fairly ſay, that he never came forward in ſupport of 
any meaſure, with nothing but the word humanity in his mouth, — 
nor did he endeavour to gain his point upon falſe grounds: he, on 


the contrary, brought forward ſtrong facts, to which he added the 


plea of humanity. The perſons whoſe cauſe is now ſo pathetically 
pleaded might heretofore have been objects of humane compaſſion. 
But where was the honourable gentleman's humanity and friend- 
ſhip for them before they were accuſed of high treaſon? Where 
was the honourable gentleman's curious anxiety to viſit the priſons 
and pry into their regulations before the State Priſoners were con- 
fined in them? Has he examined into the treatment of vagrants 
with equal ſolicitude? He did not, however, urge theſe obſerra- 
tions with a view to blame the honourable gentleman's humanity 
and ſympathies ; he merely urged them to ſhew that his humanity 
and ſympathy on the preſent occaſion ſhould not have hurried him 
to bring grave accuſations againſt reſpectable characters without hav- 
ing examined into the grounds upon which they ſtood, and without 
any other apparent proof than the influence of ſtrong prejudice. 
Mr. NATHANIEL JEFFERYS faid, when the ſuſpenſion 


of the Habeas Corpus was moved laſt year, he had given it his 
ſupport, with many gentlemen on the ſame fide of the Houſe, fron 


an impreſſion on their minds of the danger threatening the country 
from treaſon, an apprehenſion ſtrongly enforced by the aſſurances of 
Miniſters that ſuch danger exiſted. Many gentlemen who then 
ſupported the meaſure now oppoſed its continuation - by ſaying the 
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! where they could not obtain any thing like a bed without paying a 
ſhilling for it; where they were left without fire or candle, expoſed 
to cold weather, in a narrow ſpace where the wet continued to flow 
down the walls, a ſituation in which, they were compelled to linger 
for ſeven months; that far different treatment had been promiſed 
them by the Privy Council ; and though they had repeatedly written 
to Mr. Floud, the Magiſtrate, entreating him to ſee that promiſe 
realiſed, they could obtain no other redreſs than that Mr. Floud 
would ſee them if they wiſhed to ſpeak with him on public affairs ; 
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1- fame inducement no longer exiſted. Mr. Jefferys agreed with (1:88! 
. them, that the ſame inducement no longer did exiſt - the induce- . 
at ment laſt year was an apprehenſion of treaſon; the inducement now Wh | | 
ty was the experience of. the exiſtence of treaſon, ſupported by ſtrong 4 
n fats at Maidſtone and elſewhere. Mr. Jefferys ſaid, he repre- Wi] 
It ſented a very populous manufacturing city, and believed he was lt | 
e ſpeaking the ſentiments of ninety-nine out of a hundred, of a very WM | | 
It large body.of people, by giving his ſupport to the bill now before Wit | | 
0 the Houſe. i 11 14 
| With reſpect to the priſon alluded to, Mr. Jefferys ſaid, not hav- _ Wit! | | 
le ing ſeen it, he could give no opinion, but he thought it his duty to Wilt |: 
0 ſtate, that, during the receſs, in an extenſive journey, he had, from =_ 
d general motives of information, viſited the priſons of many large Wl! | 
8 towns through which he paſſed, and was aſtoniſhed at the accommo- 11118 
f dation, en and humanity, with which the priſoners were 

treated; one in particular he hegged leave to mention to the honour | 

K of the county, the priſon at Lancaſter Caſtle, where the priſoners ö 

$ were maintained with an attention to humanity and tenderneſs in a by | 
f degree more reſembling the ſituation of perſons rewarded for good 1 
deeds than ſuffering puniſhment for crimes. i I. 

n Sir FRANCIS BURDETT contended, that every aſſertion he ö 

3 had made was grounded upon facts nor could he ſce much deli- f 

0 cacy in the manner of an honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce), if 

who thought proper to throw out inſinuations reſpecting the mo- [4 

. tives which guided his conduct, and that of his honourable friend's. jj 

p He would now proceed as he had proceeded before, and adduce bY 
$ new facts in proof of his former aſſertions; in order to do fo, Wy 
- however, he muſt beg the indulgence of the Houſe would permit 1 
$ him to read ſeveral papers which had lately been addreſſed to him. 1 Ll 
1 The honourable Baronet then read ſeveral papers (we believe ſent 0 1 
/ him by the priſoners from Mancheſter), the general purport of 1 
ö which was to deſeribe the hardſhips which they have ſuffered in the Wl 
] priſon at Cold-bath Fields; among which they enumerated their 1 
5 being confined in ſolitary cells, meaſuring only eight feet by fix, 1 
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but that as to their private fituation, it was not in his power to 
make any alteration in it. The honourable Baronet could not ſee 
that the charge of any particular ſpecies of guilt could afford any 
Juſtification for ſuch harſh and cruel treatment. As to the letter 
read by an honourable gentleman on a former night, reſpecting the 
regulations of the priſons, and the comforts enjoyed by the pri- 
ſoners, to his mind it appeared exceedingly exaggerated ; that letter 
repreſented the table of the priſoners to be as ſumptuous as that of 
the gentleman who wrote it; and as he was a churchman, it might 
be well ſuppoſed, as the honourable gentleman had before oblerved, 

that the table of the clergy is generally well provided. The letter, 
in ſhort, repreſented theſe places of confinement rather as wearing 
the appearance of an hoſpital than of a priſon ; but was not this, if 
true, a luxury that ill ſuited a place of correQion, where legal 


_ chaſtiſement ſtould be inflicted, not where luxuries ſhould be en- 


Joyed? But much he wiſhed that none but legal correction had 


deen reſorted to. If, after a due inveſtigation of the matter, he 


ſhould find that the arguments he had advanced on the ſubject of 
the ill treatment of the priſoners were not grounded on fact, he not 
only would be ready, as an honourable gentleman had adviicd him, 
to make an amende honorable to the Houſe for the uncalled-for trou- 
ble he had given them, but he ſhould alſo enjoy the happineſs of 
having his feelings relieved from the idea that ſuch foul atrocities 
had been practiied in a country he was taught to look upon as free 
and humane, — in England, in the country that gave him birth; if 
that inveſtigation was not reſiſted by the Houſe, it was his wiſh 
that proper evidence ſhould be called to the bar, in order to have 
the whole matter cleared up to the general ſatisfaction of the 
country, and as ſuch was his wiſh, he would not now detain the 
Houſe by any farther obſervations. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE explained the nature of the letters 
which he had read, the contents of which he believed to be true, 
becauſe he knew the gentleman who wrote them to be a man of 
ſtrict veracity. 

Mr. BURDON faid, that when he had ſpoken before upon the 
queſtion now before the Houſe, his obſervations were ſummary, and 
his ſtatements rather ſhort ; but theſe ſtatements were not mercly 
the offspring of a ſickly 2 : he had taken the trouble fully to 
inveſtigate the truth of them; and from what he had to ſay, the 
Houſe would fee whether the treatment experienced by the pri- 
ſoners in queſtion deſerved the very ſtrong denomination of atroci- 
ties, which the honourable Baronet has thought proper to give it, 
He had ſcen the letter from Mrs. Deſpard, which appeared in one 
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of the newſpapers 3 and as ſoon as he ſaw it, he felt it his duty to 
inquire minutely into the cauſes of her complaints. With that 
view he went and had a long converſation with Colonel Deſpard, 
the reſult of which, he truſted, would ſave the honourable Baronet 
the trouble of looking for that information which he ſeemed ſo 
anxious fo obtain. In the interview which he had with Colonel 
Deſpard, in the preſence of the governor of the priſon, the Co- 
lonel informed him, that he was as well, in every circumſtance, as 
the nature of a priſon would admit. Indeed he was determined to 
make no complaint, as he enjoyed all the comforts which were re- 
commended by the Secretary of State, and he did not expect more. 
It was true, that in the month of Seprember he had a chilbain on 
his heel ; but ſo little did he think of it, that he would not employ 
the ſurgeon of the prifon to relieve it, He was, he faid, an old 
ſoldier, and placed little confidence in the profeſſors of medicine ; 
he would therefore doctor his heel himſelf. As ſoon as his com- 
plaints were known, Ee was immediately removed to a room where 
he had fire, candles, &c. and every accommodation he could fairly 
expect. He had frequent interviews with his wife, with whom he 
was permitted to converſe for almoſt any length of time. He had 
not any knowledge of the letter written by her complaining of his 
ill treatment, or if he had, he would have diſapproved of it. Now 
as to the dampneſs of the cells, he (Mr. Burdon) could ſafely aver, 
that it was a moſt unfounded aſſertion. He had examined them 
himſelf ; they were raiſed conſiderably above the ground, and not 
expoſed to wet of any kind. The walls were moreover thick, and 
well white-waſhed. The beds were alſo ſaid to be but two feet 


vide, and to be expoſed to the damp walls. This aſſertion was as 


groundleſs as the former ; they neither touched the walls, nor were 


they expoſed to any inclemency of the weather. What then could 


be the effect of agitating a queſtion like the preſent, but to tra- 
duce the fair character of reſpectable men, and particularly of the 
Magiſtrates, whoſe condu ſhould not be lightly arraigned, but on 
the contrary, ſhould meet with our countenance and ſupport ? 'Did 
it not go to injure the credit and character of that eminently humane 
man, who laboured fo long and ſo ſtrenuouſſy in meliorating the 
ſtate of priſons throughout the country? Tf theſe charges could be 
liſtened to, would they not tarniſh the well- earnt glory of that cele- 
brated man? As to the propriety of continuing the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus, he was ſure there could reſt no doubt in any 
candid and unbiafſed mind: the ground of that propriety might, 
indeed, be changed — but the change only tended to render it 
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more obvious. It ſhould therefore now, as it had before, haye 
his warmeſt ſupport. 


Mr. CANNING ſaid, he had but little to ſay, as what was al. 


ready obſerved by his honourable friends abundantly refuted ever 


ſemblance of argument that had been urged on the other ſide. He 
therefore only roſe to aſk, where was. the ground for the inquiry 
which the honourable Baronet was ſo anxious ſhould be inſtituted? 


The Houſe was not in the habit of granting inquiries without ſome 


adequate motive to juſtify them. It ſhould fairly appear that all 
was not right before any inquiry ſhould be acceded to. But here 


cvery ſtatement that was brought forward has been contradicted, 


nor has any new evidence been adduced, to confirm the aſſertions : 
not the leaſt acceſſion of argument or proof has this night been ad- 
vanced in ſupport of ſtatements that have already been ſhewn to be 
groundleſs. The Houſe therefore ſhould inſtitute no new inquiry 
on the ſubject, but leave the ſcouted and ſhamed taſk to the gentle- 
men who ſtirred the queſtion, and the country will ſee what they 
can do with it. The konourable Baronet had ſaid, that whatever 


is brought forward by the Miniſterial fide of the Houſe never fails 


to make an impreſſion, becauſe it has the countenance of Miniſters ; 
while, whatever he on the oppoſite ſide attempts to enforce makes no 
impreſſion at all. But upon whom does the honourable Baronet 
expect to make an impreſſion, with all the confidence he may re- 
poſe upon his talents? Surely not upon the Houſe ; no, not even 
upon the mind of the greateſt idiot. In the Houſe, according to the 
honourable Baronet, nothing is carried by the good ſenſe of its 
Members, but merely by the ſway of the Miniſter, without any at- 
tempt to juſtify the propoſed meaſure. From this obſervation, this 
ſpecimen of impartiality, the Houſe may learn what it might expect 
ſhould the tide of popular favour begin to run another way, and 
not in the conſtitutional channel in which it has long, and in which 
he truſted would long continue to flow. After what had been ob- 


ſerved by an honourable Member (Mr. Burdon) on the caſe of 
Colonel Deſpard, it were idle to offer a word more on the ſubject; 


but had it been permitted to paſs by uncontradictod, the gentlemen 
who ſtarted it could return to their aſſertion, as fluſhed with vie- 
tory as its having been paſſed by unnoticed. But what now is the 
caſe ? An illiterate woman, who cannot even ſpell, writes a letter, 


an able letter let it be ſuppoſed, pathetically deſcribing the hardſhips | 


and eruelties ſuſtained by her huſband : it alſo comes out, that this 
letter was written, not by Madame Deſpard, but by a friend. He 
would not ſay that it was written by the honourable gentleman ( Mr. 
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Courtenay), for- he had ſeen ſome of his writings, and he might 
aſſure the honourable gentleman, that the letter in queſtion was as 


far ſuperior to his literary productions, as it was above the former 


epiſtolary ſpecimens of Mrs. Deſpard. The whole of the contents 
of that letter has now been completely contradicted ; and thoſe who fo 
confidently brought it forward, were ſo completely confuted, brought 
to ſhame and ridicule, that he was ſurc they would not venture to 
reſtate it again. He had, however, ſtill to hope, from the prudent 
caution of the honourable gentleman, that whatever his private creed 
might be, he would not expoſe it to the examination of his honour- 
able friend (Mr. Wilberforce) ; on ſuch ſubjects it were better to 
remain ſilent here; and he would adviſe the honourable gentleman 
to keep his humanity for Smith and Binns, his religion for New- 
gate, and his jokes for the hackney coachmen. 

The Houſe was then about to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee on the bill, when, on the motion that the Speaker do leave 
the chair, 

Mr. COURTENAY roſe again, and contended, that not one 
fat adduced by him had been diſproved ; it evidently appeared, 
that the priſoners had been confined in cells fuch as had been de- 
ſcribed, and that they were immured in a priſon which was only in- 
tended for convicted felons, and riot for State Priſoners. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, that when he firſt 
heard the propoſition, that two negatives made an affirmative, his 
mind was greatly puzzled indeed; but he was as much aſtoniſhed 
when he heard the honourable Dale aſſert, that though cvery 
body denied what he advanced, {till nobody contradicted it; but he 


mult only ſuppoſe that the honourable gentleman withed to ſay 


ſomething that might enable him to join in the laugh at himſelf. 

Mr. COURTENAY and Mr. WILBERFORCE. ſeverally 
explained ; after which the Houſe went into the Committee on the 
bill, in which it was agreed that the bill ſhould remain in force 
till the 21ſt of May, 1799. The report was then ordered to be 
received to-morrow. «. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the bill for 
exempting perſons ſerving in volunteer corps from being balloted 
into the ſupplementary militia. * A ſhort converſation aroſe in the 
Committee between Mr. Yorke, Mr. Burdon, and Mr. Secretary 
Dundas. Mr: Yorke was fearful that ſeveral perſons might take 
Improper means in order to obtain this exemption, which would 
tend much to injure the militia ſervice. 

Mr. BURDON highly commended the activity of Mr. tht 
in putting the country in Tuch an excellent ſtate of defence ; but, 
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in his opinion, our attention to the defenſive force of the country 
Mould not prevent us from training up an offenſive force which 
might as effeQually contribute to our defenſive ſtrength. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that he had provided ſome new 


_clauſes that would do away all the apprehenſions of the honourable 


gentleman (Mr. Yorke) : he was likewiſe happy to hear the obſerva. 


tion thrown out by another honourable Member (Mr. Burdon) re- 
ſpeQing the propriety of providing an offenlive force; and it was 
his fincere wiſh that gentlemen would turn that obſervation ſeriouſly 
in their minds, as it might be proper, hereafter, to come to ſome 
reſolution upon it. He would now only remark upon one advantage 
that would evidently ariſe out of it. The French, from their 
plans of aggrandizement, had got poſſeſſion of an immenſe tract of 
coaſt, which muſt neceſſarily be very vulnerable in many points: 
with an offenſive force of 15 or 20,000 men, we might be enabled 
ſo to harraſs and annoy them, that to counteraQ this force they 
would be under the neceſſity of keeping no leſs than 100,000 
men to protect their coaſt. Thus an offentive force would effen- 
tially increaſe our defenſive ſtrength and internal ſecurity but 
this ſubject would ſoon, he hoped, be mere fully and materially 
conſidered. | 

The new clauſes were then read and agreed to; the report was 
received and ordered to be printed, and to be taken into farther 
conſideration to-morrow. 


Thurſday, December 27. 


Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE ſaid, he took the preſent opportunity 
of appriſing the Houſe, that very early after the enſuing receſs of 
Parliament, it was his intention to move for leave to bring in a bill 
to repeal two acts paſſed in the ſeſſion before the laſt, which poſt- 
poned the ſhooting of partridges from the 1 to the 14th day of 
September; and alſo for an act to amend the ad of the ſccond of 
his preſent Majeſty, by extending the ti:ne of killing partridges 
from the 1ſt to the 12th of February. 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe and ſpoke to the following purport :— 
I am extremely ſorry, Sir, to be under the neceſſity of calling the at- 
tention of the Houſe to what I deem to be a breach of the privileges 
of this Houſe. I believe, Sir, there is no gentleman in this Houle 
who would be leſs deſirous than myſelf to curtail or abridge the 
liberty which the Houſe has allowed to the printers and editors of 
newſpapers, of gratifying the curioſity of the public, by publiſhing 
the debates of the Houſe, in not enforcing an order of the Houlc 
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againſt it. I believe, Sir, there is not any one Member who is 
more willing and deſirous to make a fair and liberal allowance than 
Jam for thoſe errors and inaccuracies to which, in the very nature 
of the thing, publications made in ſo great a hurry as to appear the 
next morning, muſt of courſe be incident. I am the more ready 
to do this, Sir, becauſe it is my real opinion that the editors and 
conductors of the papers in general, whatever their party eonnee- 
tions or attachments may be, uſe their utmoſt efforts, for the ſake of 
the credit and character of their reſpective publications, to give the 
ſubſtance of the ſpecches of every Member, to whatever fide of the 
Houfe he may attach himſelf, with every poſſible degree of fairneſs, 
accuracy, and impartiality. I ſpeak this, Sir, not only from my 
own obſervation, but from ſimilar remarks of others, with whom I 
have converſed on the ſubject, as to the general tenor and conduct 
of thoſe haſty productions. No man, therefore, would be more de- 
ſirous to overlook any inaccuracy, error, or even miſtatement, which 
appeared to me to ariſe from the hurry in which the debates muſt be 
written by thoſe who report them, or from any defect in the hearing 
of the words, from the various interruptions, from diſtance, and 
other circumſtances, to which the words of every gentlemen who 
ſpeak in this Houſe are ſubject. But, Sir, I conceive it to be a 
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very different cafe, where a ſtatement is made in any newſpaper, . 


purporting to be a debate or converſation of two Members of this 
Houſe, publiſhed four days after the debate to which it alludes actu- 
ally took place, and not only miſtating and miſrepreſenting the 
debate, but containing ſeveral political refiections and animadver- 
ſions on it, interſperſed throughout the whole. In ſuch a caſe, Sir, 
I hold it to be a duty I owe not only to myſelf, but to every indi- 
vidual Member of the Houſe, to bring the matter before the Houſe, 
and leave it to their determination how far the dignity of the Houſe 
is attacked and inſulted by ſuch calm and deliberate miſrepreſenta- 
tions. I feel it, Sir, neeeſſary to requeſt the attention and recol- 
legion of the Houſe to a ſubject which has already been before 
them, and which has given riſe to the matter of which I now com- 
plain. I dare fay it is in the memory of every gentleman then 
preſent, that, in conſequence of a ſtatement I made a few evenings 
ago, by way of illuſtration, I mentioned that a very diſtinguiſhed 
perſon having, at a period of a triple attefſment, thought it neither a 
tin nor a ſhame to evade the payment of his taxes; that he was in 
poſſeſſion of a very handſome penfion ; but having in view a place 
of far greater importance, he had refigned his penſion, taken ad- 
vantage of the interval, and made a return of neither one or the 


other. In the courſe of that debate, Sir, I was called upon by 
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ſeveral gentlemen to name the perſon I alluded to; but for reaſons 
which I then thought of ſufficient weight, I declined doing ſo. It 
is but doing juſtice to the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me 
to declare, that during the whole of the converſation which took 
place on that ſubject, he acted with the utmoſt degree of candour 
and liberality ; he unequivocally allowed that he believed I had 
mentioned the circumſtance merely by way of illuſtration; and on 
finding from the whiſpers that went round the Houſe, as well as 
from other circumſtances, which did not at firſt ſtrike him, that the 


alluſion was made to a certain noble perſon, he had fairly and can- 


didly declared, that if I meant that nobleman, I was altogether 
miſinformed, for that he had not only given in his full quota of 
aſſeſſment, but had actually contributed double that ſum by way 
of voluntary contribution; ſo that, in fact, he paid a fifth; I muſt 


own, Sir, I was ſtruck with this open and unreſerved avowal of the 


right honourable gentleman, and did not heſitate to ſay, that, ſup. 
poling the facts to be as he had then ſtated them, I muſt undoubt- 
edly be wrong; and thus, Sir, I ſuppoſed the matter would have 
ended. However, Sir, in a paper called The Times, publiſhed on 


Wedneſday the 26th of December, four days after the debate 


aliuded to really took place, and which I now hold in my hand, 
there is a publication of debate, under the expreſs head of * A con- 
verſation between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Tierney,” containing not only 
the ſuppoſed ſubſtance of what paſſed in that debate, but alſo ſeveral 
political comments, reflections, and animadverſions, on the ſubject- 
matter thereof. 

As to political comments or animadverſions applied to myſelf, I 
have been ſo much uſed to them of late, that I aſſure you, Sir, I 
ſhould be fo far from wiſhing to trouble the Houſe, that I have ever 
made a determination of treating them with that marked indiffc- 
rence which they generally merit. But, Sir, in addition to theſe, 
the paper or report which I allude to, and which fills four columns 
of The Times, is replete with the moſt glaring and the groſſeſt falſe- 
hoods and miſrepreſentations, which I conceive to convey a marked 
difrcſpet for the honour and dignity of this Houſe, and which I 
hope the Houſe will, in juſtice to themſelves, deem worthy their 
moſt ſerious notice. I think it alſo nceeſſary to obſerve, Sir, that 
from the particular ſituation of the paper called The Times, it be- 
eomes till more deſerving the attention and confideration of the 
Houſe. It is very well known, Sir, that the property of that paper 
is ſo valuable a one, from the great number of advertiſements, the 
high price paid for them, and other material circumſtances attached 
to it, that the owners of it would not ſuſfer four columns of it to be 
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filed with any ſpeech or ſpeeches whatever, out of the regular courſe 
of reporting a debate, without being paid for it very handſomely in- 
ded . and this, Sir, for a very ſubſtantial reaſon, that it would de- 
prive them of ſo much ſpace, which tiiey can always fill up tothe beſt 
advantage. From this circumſtance, Sir, there is very good reaſon 
to infer that this miſrepreſentation of which I complain, under the 
title of a converſation between the right honourable gentleman and 
myſcli, has been ſent to The Times, and the inſertion paid for by 
ſome perſon or perſons, who, in miſrepreſenting and miſtating what 
has patied, have ſhewn the greateſt want of reſpeR for this Houſe ; 
and it would be a very deſirable circumſtance to diſcover, if poſſible, 
who they are. I beg leave once more, Sir, to aſſure the Houſe that 
| am not actuated by any perſonal motive reſpeting myſelf. I 
look upon it, that ſuch miſrepreſentations equally affe every other 
Member in their conſequences, as they do me; and I ſhall not 
therefore, at prefent, take up any more of the time of the Houſe 
than to put it in the pewer of the Houſe to take ſuch ſerious notice 
of it as may ſeem proper, by moving, “that the inſertion of ſuch 
miſrepreſentations and miſtatements as are contained in the paper 
of The Times, now in my hand, is a breach of the privilege of this 
Houſe.” 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, if the honourable Member wiſhed the 
complaint to be taken up by the Houſe, it was neceſſary that he 
ſhouid ſtate what were the offenſive parts in the paper he alluded to. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, what he complained of was, that The 
Times had not given a fair repreſentation of what paſſed in the de- 
bate alluded to. 

Mr. SPEAKER remarked, that by a ſtanding order of that 
Houſe no editor of a newſpaper was at liberty to give any account 
at all of the proceedings of that Houſe. Several complaints of 
this ſort had, upon former occaſions, been laid before the Houſe in 
different forms; but it was neceſſary that the complaint ſhould be 
exprelsly ſtated before any order of that Houſe could be made in 
conſequence. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, his only ground of complaint was, that 
the editor of The Times did not ſtate his ſhare in the debate of 
Saturday evening in the manner it had been taken by him; and 
the aggravation of this complaint was, that this miſrepreſentation 
did not ariſe from the hurry of reporting after the Houſe broke up, 
but aſter a lapſe of four days, which circumſtance carried upon the 
lace of it a deſign of wilful miſrepreſentation, eſpecially as the re- 
FU vas inter mixed with the editor's political animadwerfions. 
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430 PARLIAMENTARY 
Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, the foundation of his complaint, if brought 


before the Houſe, muſt be a violation of one of its ſtanding orders, 
which forbad the publication of its proceedings. In the year 1571 
ſomething fimilar had occurred ; and then, the complaint brought 
forward was twofold ; the firſt, for publiſhing an account of the de. 


bate, and the ſecond for miſrepreſenting the debate. 


Mr. TIERNEY replied, that he wiſhed a diſtinction to he 
drawn by the Houſe betwixt a newſpaper report, and the miſrepte- 
ſentation of a debate. The preſent ſubject no more concerned him 
than any other Member. The right honourable gentleman's ſpeech 
(Mr. Pitt's) on Saturday evening, had alſo been miſrepreſented in 
The Times of yeſterday ; he could wiſh to hear his ſentiments on 
the ſubject. He thought he had a right rather to expect aſſiſtance 
from honourable Members, than to meet with any check in bring- 
ing the ſubject forward. He again declared, that if the noble Lord 
(Auckland) was the perſon he had alluded to in his ſpeech, he had 
not the ſmalleſt ſhame to retract what he had ſtated. What he 
complained of was, that the editor of The Times, four days after the 
debate had taken place, under the pretence of giving an account of 
that debate, had intermixed political matter. | 

Mr. SPEAKER laid down the rule, that before the Houſe 
could proceed upon this complaint, its nature and ground muſt be 
ſtated; and from what the honourable Member had mentioned, he 
was afraid there would be ſome embarraſſment betwixt the ſtanding 
order of the Houſe, and the ſpecific ground on which he made his 
complaint; for the honourable gentleman did not complain of the 
publication of the debate, but of miſrepreſentation ; but if the 
Houſe ſhou!d confine itſelf to receiving this complaint, it would ap- 
pear as if it had loſt ſight of its own general ſtanding order. His 
opinion was, that it would be right firſt ro complain of the printer 
of 7 he Times for having publiſhed the debate, and then, as an ag- 
gra vation, to complain of the miſrepreſentation of that debate; but 
ir would be impoſſible for the Houſe to take up the complaint on 
the latter ground only, and not to inelude the publication as well as 
the miſrepreſentation. | 

Mr. TIERNEY then ſaid, © I do complain of the publication, 
and of the miſrepreſentation.” | 

Upon the ſuggeſtion of the Speaker, the motion (which was 
made and ſeconded) ran thus: | 

“ Complaint- being made to the Houſe, of the printed newſpa- 
per, entitled, The 7 times, Il cdncſday, Dec. 26, 798, — Lu 
an: — Printed at the Printing Office, in Printing- Heuſe Square, 
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Blackfriars, by C. Bell (Brunſwick Street ), and publiſhed by J. Bon- 


for (Saliſbury Square), as containing an account of the Debates, 
and miſrepreſenting the Speeches of ſome of the Members of this 
Houſe, in contempt of the orders, and in breach of the privilege, 
of this Houſe :* | 

« The ſaid paper was delivered in, and one of the paragraphs 
complained of was read.” | 

Mr. Chancellor PI TT faid :—I do not riſe, Sir, with any in- 
tention to oppoſe the motion of the honourable gentleman, nor in 
any manner to object to the payer alluded to being delivered in at 
the table and read to the Houſe. Having never either ſeen or read 
the paper now alluded to, it is impoſſible for me to have any farther 
knowledge of its contents more than what I have been able to col- 
ect from the ſtatement juſt made by the honourable gentleman ; 
but as from that ſtatement it appears to relate, in a particular man- 
ner, to what paſſed a few evenings ago, upon what I then thought, 
and ſtill do think, a very important ſubject, and highly eſſential to 
the character of the noble perſonage mentioned in it to be cleared 
up as ſatisfactorily as poſſible, I beg to ſay a few words on it now. 
The honourable gentleman has very fairly and candidly ſtated what 
then fell from me on that ſubject ſo far as he has mentioned it on 
the preſent occaſion. And I have no doubt now, no more than [I 
had on the preceding evening, when the ſubject was before the 
Houſe, that what the honourable gentleman then ſtated was in- 
tended by him merely in illuſtration. But, Sir, as the matter has 
once more been brought before the Houſe, I would wiſh it now to 
be clearly underſtood. I believe it is in the recollection of every 
gentleman, that when the ſtatement was firſt mentioned, I was far 
from ſuppoſing that the honourable gentleman really meant to 
allude to any particular perſon, and therefore contented myſelf with 
barely ſaying, that if the caſe was a real one, it was deſerving the 
moſt ſerious attention, and deſiring the honourable gentleman to 
name the perſon. When, however, from the whiſpers that were 
Paing round the Houſe, I perceived that the alluſion was made to 
a noble perſonage nearly connected with the Government of the 
country, and that the inſinuation or rather charge againſt him was, 
that he had endeavoured to clude the force of an act of Parliament 
by doing that which, in any man, much more one of his exalted 


and diſtinguiſhed ſituation in life, was a ſcandalous evaſion of the law 


of the land; I could not for a moment longer fit filent ; and there- 
fore did not heſitate; to inform the honourable gentleman, that from 
the whole of What had been ſaid, he had, I could clearly perceive, 
been very groſsly miſinformed, If he meant to ſay, that the noble 
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perfon alluded to had neither given a ftatement of the penſion he 
had reſigned, or of the important office he was about to accept, 
nothing could be farther from the real fact. I then aſſured the 
honourable gentleman, that ſo far from that being the caſe, the gif. 
tinguiſhed perſon alluded to had ated in a manner which reflected 
the higheſt honour on his patriotiſm ; that he had received no abate. 


ments whatever but thoſe which the law allowed to every other per. 


fon, which was one-tenth ; that with the greateſt and moſt praiſe. 
worthy generolity, he had added another tenth, by way of voluntary 


contribution; ſo that, inſtead of any evaſion, he had actually contri. 


buted a fifth of his property, which was double the ſum which the 
law really demanded of him. I have been thus particular, Sir, in 
repeating what I ſaid the preceding evening, becauſe I deem it of 
the higheſt importance that vague and unfounded reports and inſinua. 
tions, fo ſtrongly and intimately affecting perſons nearly connected 
with the exiſting Government of the country, ſhould be as ſpeedily 
and effectually as poſſible cleared up and rooted out of the public 
mind, on which they might produce the moſt miſchievous and un- 
happy conſequences. I have repeatedly, Sir, declared, that I be- 
lieve the ſtatement made by the honourable gentleman to be only in 
illuſtration. I have, from taking the whole together, of the re- 
figning the penſion, and the acceptance of a place of high impor- 
tance, pointed out the noble perſon to whom I ſuppoſed the honour- 
able gentleman meant to allude ; but though the honourable gen- 
tleman has confeſſed that according to my ſtatements he was in the 
wrong, yet, Sir, he has not made any anſwer to the queſtion, whe- 
ther the noble peaſonage to whom I alluded, and in his own opinion 
freed from the charge, was the ſame perſon he meant. This, Sir, 
is leaving it ſtill in doubt, whether ſome other perſon may not be 
ſuſpected of having done that which I have no doubt every perſon 
nearly connected with the preſent Government would indignantly 
ſpurn at; and I hope the hononrable gentleman will have candour 


enough, on the preſent occaſion, ſo far to clear up the point as to 


give an explicit anſwer to that queſtion. The honourable gentle- 
man is not deſired to name any perſon whatever, if that ſhould not 
be the caſe. And now, Sir, having ſaid thus much on this partict- 
lar ſubjeR, I beg leave to ſay a few words on the point immediately 
under the conſideration of the Houſe ; and I am clearly of opinion 
with you, Sir, that if the Houſe take vp this buſineſs at all, it will 
be neceffary in the firſt place to advert to the breach of the ſtanding 
order of the Houſe, which forbids any publication of what paſſes 
there by any perſon whatever. It will be for the Houſe to conſider 
how far they will wave the conſideration of the repeated breaches 
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which have been made, and are continually making, with regard to 
this order. I ſhould be very ſorry, Sir, to be obliged to interpoſe 
the authority of the Houſe in reſtricting what has long been per- 
mitted, as a medium of communication between this Houſe and the 
Public. But, Sir, the daily occaſions which are given by the pub- 
lie prints for complaints from every quarter of the Houſe of miſre- 
preſenting and miſtating what paſſes in it, ſeems to requite the moft 
attentive conſideration of this Houſe to deviſe ſome means of check- 
ing or preventing this growing abuſe. As to the paper in queſtion, 
Sir, I have no objcaion to its being handed in at the table, and 
read to the Houſe. | 
Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that he took this opportunity again to 
repeat what he had ſaid on a former occaſion, When the matter 
was firſt ſtated, he was ſpeaking in a way which ſome accuſed as 
levity, a proof that he was not in a temper to make grave and ſerious 
accuſations, and what he had ſaid was merely an illuſtration of the 


diſpoſition of people to avoid taxes, when ſo much was faid of what 


was odiouſly called evading the payment of taxes. He had ſtated 


that there were many people, who would not be guilty of what they 


confidered a groſs act of difhoneſty, that would think themſelves juſ- 
tified in availing themſelves of the ſtrict letter of the law to avoid 
the payment of taxes, and the inſtance he alluded to, he had ſtated 
as an ingenious device in that way. He never meant to make any 
grave and weighty charge againſt any perſon. There muſt be ſome 
gentlemen who were diſpoſed to take mortal offence at cvery thing 
he faid, and to repreſent what in another would be conſidered as a 
trifling matter, as a very ferious crime in him. This, however, 
would put him more upon his guard in future. The allufion was 
meant only to illuſtrate what was aiways held to be a common 
practice. In looking into an author of note, he had found the 
lame idea ſtated, though with much more clegance and force than 
he could pretend to give it. The book he alluded to was a letter 
from Mr. Eden to Lord Carlifle. Having itated the income ef 
the country to be one hundred millions, and that the tenth of that 
income would produce no more than 725 he illuſtrates the practice 
of avoiding taxes by ſaying, We know that opulent perfons can 
ſtat out the rays of the fun to avoid the window tax. (This was 


ſuppoſed to allude to a noble perſon whom he ſhould not name, as 


he meant to beware of anecdotes.) We know that horfes are obliged 

to drag twenty miles extra, to avoid the poſt duty; that diſintereſted 

enthuſiaſm was not of rampart growth ; it was a ſcnfible plant 

which ſhrunk from the touch of the tax gatherer.” Such was the 

idea which he had ſtated upon theſe authorities, and it was in illul- 
Vor. VII. 3K 
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tration of it that he had made the alluſion which had given fo much 
offence. He had been called upon at firſt with much warmth to 
name the perſi n alluded to. The right honourable gentleman, on 
the contrary, with the moſt perfect temper, civility, and good man- 
ners, had taken notice of it, in fo far as he conceived it to apply to a 


certain noble perſon ; and he was ready at all times, if betrayed into 


an error, candidly to acknowledge, and when he had been miſtaken, 


he thought there could be no ſhame whatever in admitting it. The 


Tight honourable gentleman certainly was right ; my Lord Auck- 


land was the perſon alluded to. He was not to be intimidated, 


however, to anſwer queſtions put to him in a petulant, offenſive 
manrfer ; but when gentlemen aQed with puliteneſs and good man- 
ners, he was always ready in candour to give every ſatisfaction in 
his power. The miſtake had originated in a miſtatement of the 
fortune of the noble Lord in queſtion. The right honourable gen- 
tleman, however, had ſtated from his perſonal knowledge, that the 
account was utterly unfounded, and he knew no better authority 
when the right honourable gentleman pledged himſelf to a fact in 
ſuch a manner. He now, therefore, withdrew his ſanRion from a 
ſtatement which had come to him as a rumour. He could not do 
more than this. He never had any intention to hurt the feelings 
of any perſon ; he never meant to adduce the fact as a grave and 
ſerious charge, and he felt no ſhame in retracting what he had ſaid; 
and if he had occaſioned any harm to the noble Lord he was ſorry 
for it. 


Mr. BANKES ſaid, he was ſorry he was not in the Hcuſe when 


the honourable gentleman firſt began. From what he heard, how- 


ever, of the honourable gentleman's explanation, he muſt take the 
liberty to fay, that when the converſation firſt took place, he had 
ſtated that the ſtory had reached him not from rumour, but from a 


perſon of credibility on whom he could rely. Now he had ſtated 


the perſon to whom he had alluded like a man of honour, When 
that alluſion was firſt made, it was in a way ſomewhat different, in 
the impreſſion it made on the Houſc, from the turn which the bo- 
nourable gentleman now gave it. He had ſtated that the noble 
Lord in queſtion, at the moment of giving an account of his income 
under the Aſſeſſed-Tax Bill, had, as not being in receipt of his 
penſion which he had reſigned, and not knowing the amount of the 
profits of his office, reduced his income to 3ool. a year. This 
too he ſtated not on rumour, but coming from a perſon on whole 
accuracy he relied. 


Mr. TIERNEM here interrupted Mr. Bankcs, and ſaid, there 


was no inconſiſteney between what he ſaid formeriy and what he 


— 
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faid now. He had aid, that he had it from a perſon on whoſe 
accuracy he thought he could rely ; but on inquiry, he found that 
this perſon had it from rumour, from A, B, and C, conſequently 
he was juſtified in ſaying he had received it only from rumour. 

Mr. BANKES faid, he- would in a few words juſtify what he 


had ſtated. If a gentleman ſtated in the Houſe that he had a fact 


from a creditable perſon, it certainly was intended to have more 
weight than if he gave it merely as vague rumour. It turned out 
now, that the honourable gentleman's perſon of accuracy had no 
accuracy, and that the perſon he thought was to be relied on, could 
not be relied on at all. Certainly in matters tending to affect 
the character, and to wound the feelings, of others, gentlemen 
ſhould be certain of the accuracy on which their ſtatements were 
founded. | 

Mr. TTERNEY wondered that gentlemen ſhould think that it 


was poſſible for him to ſee at once what was a rumour and what 


was not. He had now aſked the perſon from whom he-had re- 
ceived the ſtory, how he had obtained it, and he found it was not 
from accurate information, but from rumour. Now, therefore, he 
was aware, that what he had conceived to be founded on accurate 
knowledge, was nothing more than vague rumour. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, that he had at one 
period of his life lived in ſome terms of intimacy with the honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Tierney), and that intimacy till left a con- 
fiderable impreſſion on his mind. He could not help thinking 
ſtill, however, that what the honourahle gentleman had formerly 


ſaid bore a conſtruRion different from what he had now given it, 


and was calculated to produce different impreſſions on the Houſe. 


What he had ſaid of a noble perſon implied a charge of a very ſe- 


rious nature, and begged the honourable gentleman to conſider how 


Mr. TIERNEY here ſtated, that he ſhould be happy to renew 
his acquaintance with the learned gentleman, but he did not wiſh 
to hear ſermons from him Here was a cry of © Order!” ] 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL proceeded. He ſaid, he had 
no intention of giving the honourable gentleman offence ; he merely 
meant, that what the honourable gentleman had advanced amounted 
to a very ſerious charge. It was not the caſe of a perſon endea- 
vouring to avoid payment of a tax, by adhering ſtrictly to the letter 
of the law; but it was, if truly ſtared, a palpable fraud. When 
ſuch a ſtatement, implying ſuch a charge, was advanced, it 


Las very natural that thoſe who were acquainted with perſons to 
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whom the alluſion could in any ſhape be conſtrued to apply, ſhould 
be anxious to juſtify them from the imputation. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he never had ſtated it as at all implying 
ſuch a fraud, nor was it ever meant as a grave accuſation. If the 
learned gentleman had applied to the right honourable gentleman 
ncxt him, his more accurate recolleRion, together with his cancour, 
would have informed him that no ſuch thing had been ſaid. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that he had merely 
ſtated that, what the honourable gentleman had alluded to as having 
been done by a noble perſon would llave amounted to a fraud, 
and that the warmth of thoſe who wiſhed to juſtify their friends 
from the imputation was quite natural. 

Mr. SPEAKER faid, the Houſe would perceive that this con- 
verſation was irregular, On the preſent occafion they would judge 
how far he had done right in acquicſcing in it; but certainly it had 
now been carried far enough. | 

On the motion being put, that the paper be given in and read, 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he was not ſure whether the 
Houſe would recollect, that in what he had faid in his firſt ſpeech, 
the honourable gentleman had alluded to the infertion of the report 
complained of being paid for by certain perſons. He had ſome 
reaſon to believe that this inſinuation was intended to allude to him 
(Mr. Wilberforce) ; if fo, he wiſhed the honourable gentleman to 
ſay ſo candidly, that he might have an opportunity to ſay a few, 
words to exculpate himſelf from the charge, and if it was propoſed 
to read the paper, to urge reaſons againſt it, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, he roſe to ſpeak immediately to 
the queſtion before the Houſe. He thought that the honourable 
gentleman muſt now have attained the object he had in view in 
bringing in this complaint. It was certainly true that miſrepreſen- 
tation was an aggravation of the breach of privilege in printing the 

proceedings of the Houſe at all ; but the breach of privilege was that 
which the Houfe had to confider. It was not the accuracy or in- 
accuracy of the reports, but the violation of the order of the Houle, 
that was to be taken into view; though certainly it was not to 
overlook perſonal feelings, and every man muſt be anxious not to 
be miſrepreſented ; the privilege of the Houſe was the great con- 
ſtarration on which they muſt act. If the honourable gentleman 
was not content with ſtating the complaint, for the purpoſe of cor- 
recting an error, which probably would be corredted by what had 
now paſſed in the very ſame paper to-morrow, the complaint muſt 
go a great deal farther than the hunvurable gentleman might intend. 
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Every other perſon who had publiſhed the proceedings alluded to, 


muſt likewiſe be called up. He thought, therefore, that it would 
be better at preſent to withdraw the motion. If the object in view 
was the protection of the privileges of the Houſe, this would be at- 
tained, as what had already taken place would ſhew that the Houſe 
was determined to go to the rigour of its privileges, if they were 
abuſed. If it was perſiſted in, no diſtinction could be made; and 
thoſe who had been equally guilty of a breach of the privileges of 
this Houſe, as the printer in queſtion, would be equally liable to its 
animadverſion. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that this caſe differed very widely from 
every other. "The account was inſerted ſeveral days after the con- 
verſation had taken place, and profeſſed to correct other ſtatements. 
As to the motion, he thought it belonged to the Houſe to diſpoſe of 
it. He ſhould not withdraw it. He did feel it as a malevolent 
attempt to excite animoſities between individuals, and he, was 
convinced that its infertion had been paid for by ſome perſons it 
this view. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that ſince this ſubjeR 
was brought before the Houſe, they had no option under their order 
with reſpect to the vote they were to give, and he hoped it would 
have the effect to correct a practice which he had even thought be- 
fore he was in Parliament, and fince he had been in it, both while 
he fat on. the other ſide of the Houſe, and on this, an intolerable 
abuſe, materially affecting not only the dignity of the Houſe, but 
likewiſe the intereſts of the country. Theſe diſadvantages, he ſaid, 
reſulted from it, independent of the miſrepreſentations ſo juſtly com- 
plained of. He hoped therefore that this complaint would operate 
as a check, and remove any falſe impreſſions as to the reaſons which 
had induced the Houſe to permit the practice. He aſſented to the 
motion, not on account of the injuſtice which the honourable gen- 
tleman had ſuffered, though he ſhould not be leſs ſenſible of the in- 
juſtice done to him than to any other Member, but on the general 
ground, that a particular caſe of injuſtice was vaſtly ſubordinate to 
the great object of protecting the privileges of the Houfe, which 
were violated, by the publication of their proceedings at all. How- 
ever the Houſe had connived, and how long they might continue to 
connive, at the practice, he ſhould be ſorry that the queſtion ſhould 
go off without the Houſe giving an opinion upon the important queſ- 
tion of theſe privileges, He had ſtated his opinion on the general 
point. As to the miſrepreſentations complained of, it was tmpotftible 
to expect that daily ſubject of complaint would not oecur when the 
lituation of perſons concerned in the employment, and the mfluence 

I 
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of every kind to which they were ſubject, was conſidered. This 
practice had grown into a great evil, and it was but of recent origin; 
nor did he think that Parliament, in former times, had been ſo is. 
norant of what was proper to be done with regard to the regulation of 
their privileges, and that it was only in modern times that we tad dif. 
covered what was the proper courſe to follow. 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, he wiſhed the matter to be now decided. 
There was no occalion for farther warning, after what had been 
ſaid a few days ago by an honourable gentleman. He had long 
obſerved the miſrepreſentations which were given of what paſſed 
here; and he thought that thoſe who wrote the report made gentle. 
men ſay juſt what they themſelves pleaſed. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, that gentlemen did not ſeem 
willing to obſerve the diſtinction between this caſe and others where 
miſrepreſentation might exiſt. However the orders of the Houſe 
might conſider the publication as the chief offence, gentlemen's 
minds muſt take into conſideration the intention with which a miſ- 
repreſentation was accompanicd. 
gravation of the breach of privilege, the intention was an aggrava- 
tion of that miſrepreſentation. A report made up in a few hours 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed from an account which had been conſidered 
for ſeveral days; and he Jeft it to gentlemen to judge, whether there 
was not here an intention to convert reports into a vehicle of attack 
upon the Members of the Houſe. 

Mr. JONES ſaid, he agreed that the publication of all report 
was a breach of privilege ; and if any repreſentation was to be given, 
it ſhould be full, fair, official, and legal. He thought that gen- 
tlemen in power ſhould turn their attention to this point. As 
to the particular meri.s of this queſtion, he was not ſufficiently 
maiter of them. | 

Mr. WILBERFORCE wiſhcd again to know whether the ho- 
nourable gentleman who brought this matter forward alluded to him 
in any part of his ſpeech? He had aſked the honourable gentle- 
man before, but to which there was no anſwer given. Whether 
that was to be conſidered as an affirmative or negative, he could not 
ſay ; but with regard to the queſtion now before the Houſe, he had 
to obſerve, that there were other papers in which were miſrepreſenta- 
tions of the groſſeſt kind, and that upon this very ſubject; not only on 


the general heads of the ſubject, but alſo on what he had himſelf ſtated 


with regard to a point about which he confeſſed he was very anxious 


he meant the character of the noble Lord who had been alluded | 


d in the debate, and who had been named to-night. He happened 
to take in two papers, of which that in queſtion was one, and he 


If miſrepreſentation was an ag. 
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feared there was as little truth or accuracy in the one as in the 
ather, ſo far as related to the Debates of that Houſe. He ſtood in 
a particular ſituation in regard to the queſtion now before the Houle. 
He certainly gave his opinion, in ſome degree, the other night, 
upon the very ſubje& now before the Houſe, He certainly declared 
it to be his opinion, that it became the Houſe, for the credit and the 


character of individuals in certain reſpects, but for the great object 


which the Houſe ought always to have in view, for the character of 


the Houſe of Commons, and for the ſafety of the Conſtitution ot 


this country, it was incumbent on the Houſe to provide ſome re- 
medy againſt the great and growing evil, the miſrepreſentations of 
the proceedings of Parliament, which had been ſuffered of late to 
riſe to an height too great to be allowed to continue. Certainly all 
that had paſſed ſince had not contributed to alter his opinion. But 
although. this article now complained of by the honourable gentle- 
man might be liable to cenſure, yet he muſt obſerve, that to take 
this paper, and this only, as one that ought to be the object of cen- 
ſure, would be a very unfair and curtailed mode of proceeding, and 
it would appear like injuſtice if the. Houſe did not take other papers 
as well as this. But with regard to the ſort of reflection that had 
been caſt upon him, he could not help obſerving, that there ſeemed 
to be a diſpoſition in ſome gentlemen to take notice always of the 
manner in which he ſpoke his ſentiments in that Houſe, and it was 
rather inſinuated, as if he was actuated by ſome angry motives in 
what he ſaid. He thought this a little extraordinary to come from 


ſome gentlemen who had for a long time been acquainted with him. 
Perhaps from a natural warmth of temper, he was led ſometimes to 


ſpeak in a manner that was more acrimonious than he might wiſh ; 
his motives, however, were always the ſame, and all his conduct was 
to one point, namely, the good of the Public. However, he muſt 
ave this to the ſentiments of thoſe who of late, as well as of for- 
mer years, knew the moſt of him. Be theſe things as they might, 
he ſhould always expreſs his opinions freely; and now that he was 
vpon this ſubject, he ſhould take the liberty of ſaying, there was a 
very common practice in that Houſe, which, for its honour and 
nity, he wiſhed to be diſcontinued. The Members f that 
Houſe were in the habit of ſpeaking of one another in a iulſome 
{tile of compliment, in a way that might, perhaps, pleaſe ſome by- 
ſtanders, but which neither aided the debate, nor had the leaſt tine- 
ture of ſincerity in it; and the very Members themſelves, - who 
uſed that ſort of language in the Houſe, treated it every where elſe 
as empty ſound and trifling nonſenſe. - This was a babit that was 
no credit to the Houſe, and he, for one, wiſhed to fee it ict aſide, and 
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the language of ſincerity adopted. He wiſhed genelemen to ſpeak 
the truth upon theſe points, as well as others, diſtinctly as they felt, 
and not to give way to an unmeaning or ſhallow ſtile of compli- 
ment upon one another. With refpe to the queſtion now before 
the Houfe, he could only ſay, that he really never wiſhed to put a 
ſtop to the fair ſtatement of the proceedings of Parliament. It had 
long been a deſire with him, that they ſhould be accurately given to 
the public ; and he fhould look back with pleaſure on the moment 
of his life, in which he was aware he had been in any degree inſtru- 
mental in bringing about that defired object. But he muſt again 
repeat, that if any notice was to be taken by the Houſe of the inac- 
curacy of newſpapers, this paper ſhould not be the only one, while 
there were others, equally faulty, that were taken no notice of what. 
ever upon this head of complaint. 1 . 

Mr. TIERNEM faid, that the honourable gentleman miſcon- 
ceived. him very much, if he thought he had any particular enmity 
againſt the paper of which he had juſt complained, quite the con- 
trary ; he had no ſuch enmity ; but he thought it his duty to fate 
this as an unwarrantable publication, not, as it regarded what he 
faid, but as it regarded what others, much more important in the 
eſtimation of the Houſe, ſaid— If the honourable gentleman could 
thew him any other paper, in which there was the ſame account as 
that, of which he was now complaining, in The Times, he ſhould 
think it his duty to bring forward that paper alſo ; but this was the 
only one he knew of that had this account. 

Mr. WILPERFORCE ſaid, that he dit} not think there was 
any other paper that had this account in it; but having looked at 
two papers, which he took in, and having examined them for the 
reaſon he had ſtated already, be was ready to ſay, they both contained 
groſs miſrepreſentation of what paſfed in that Houſe ; and althougn 
the account of which the honourable gentleman complained was not 
ſo accurate as it ought to be, yet it was not fo inaccurate as the firſt 
account to which it referred. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought it would be much better to de- 
fer this debate, as it involved a point of great importance namely, 
the mode in which the matter ſhould be diſpoſed of ; for on the 
queſtion of the ſtanding order, there could be no difference of 
opinion; but on the other points many arguments ought to be 
urged, and when they came forward, no doubt, the Houſe would 
give to them the attention they ſhould merit; but he thought that 
could not new be done confilently with the convenicnce of the 
Houfe. He would: obſerve, however, in paſſing, that if any deter. 
mination was eome to upon the paper now propoſed, the Houſe od 
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it to its juſtice to adopt the ſame with regard to others. He thought, 
that after the long connivance of the Houſe at the publication of its 


proceedings, and the very groſs abuſe of that connivance, in a per- 


verſion of them, in ſome reſpects, in every caſe in which they were 
publiſhed, it would be inconſiſtent with the dignity or the juſtice of 
the Houſe to make any partial order upon this particular thing. 
What had already happened might be conſidered as a fair warning 
to others. If the particular paſſages complained of in this paper 
were to be pointed out, he thought it would be convenient to the 
Houſe that the ſubject ſhould be deferred, and for that purpoſe the 
regular way would be to adjourn this debate to ſome future day. 


But he muſt ſay again, that when the Houſe did return to the con- 


fideration of the buſineſs, they ſhould be prepared to take a general 
view of the ſubject, and not to confine itſelf to any thing that be- 
longed to this particular paper. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he thought he ſaw a general diſpoſitic tion in 
the Houſe not to N this ſubject any farther Here there was a 
cry of ** No! No! No!“ He obſerved, that it was not againſt 
the paper of The Times that he had any objection, becauſe it was fa- 
vourable to Miniſters in its general policy, but it was to the 
manner in which the converſation of Saturday night laſt had been 
reported that his objection was pointed. He ſhould do the ſame 


thing againſt any other paper if it contained the ſame account : but 


from the manner in which this matter had been hitherto treated, he 
very much queſtioned whether the Houſe had not better ſay at once 
they would not proceed any farther. 

Tk queſtion being put, 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, that if this matter 
was to be conſidered, he thought that to-morrow would be too early 
a day; ſome time ought to be given to conſider the whole of the 
ſubject, for ſome other papers might fall into the ſame predicament. 
He ſhould therefore move that ſome future day be appvinted for the 
diſcuſſion of this buſineſs. It would be well to poſtpone it now, not 
for ever, but he thought for a week or a fortnigh. Here there was 
ſome diſſent He proceeded, and faid, he did not mean to give the 
9. by to the matter. 

The queſtion was again put. : 

Mr. W. SMITH obſerved, that it was indifferent to kim 
whether this was to come on now or not : but there was another 
paper in which there was the moſt groſs miſrepreſentation 

The SPEAKER reminded the honourable Member, that he 


. not ergraft any charge upon that 3 was now before the 
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Mr. W. SMITH acquieſced, and ſaid he ſhould poſtpone what 
he had to ſay upon that ſubject. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS faid, he till wiſhed this 
matter to be poſtponed to a future day, not too near the preſent ; 
not, indeed, to a day over which the Houſe might adjourn, for that, 
he knew, would be liable to untoward obſervations. He therefore 
moved, That, inſtead of the word “ now,” the words „ on Mon- 
dar next” be ſubſtituted. 

The queſtion was then put upon the original motion for reading 


the paper immediately, and negatived. 


Then the queſtion was put on the amendment of the Maſter of 

the Rolls, and it was ordered. 
Ordered, 

That the farther conſideration of the matter of the ſaid complaint 
be adjourned till Monday morning next. 

The report of the bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas-Corpus Act was brought up, read, and agreed to; and the 
bill was ordered to be read a third time to-morrow, if engroſſed. 

The order of the day being moved for the farther conſideration 
of the report of the bill for taxing income, 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY obſerved, that no perſon was 
more unwilling than he was to oppoſe what appeared to be the ge- 
neral ſentiment of the Houſe, and was far from wiſhing to with- 
hold the ſupplies neceſſary for carrying on the war with vigour, for 
which, indeed, no man was more defirous than himſelf. With re- 
gard to the preſent bill, however, there were ſeveral parts of it 
which deſerved to be well weighed before it was adopted by that 
Houſe. He had always conſidered that the proſperity of every free 


country depended upon three points : theſe were, the ſecurity of life, 


perſonal liberty, and property. Wherever theſe were ſtrictly pre- 
ſerved, the happineſs of the people was inſured. Now in this 


country, the ſecurity of life was rendered very complete by the wiſe 
inſtitutions of Grand and Petty Juries, which were wonderfully cal- 
culated for preſerving the life of the ſubject. With reſpect to per- 


ſonal liberty, it had long been better ſecured in this than in any other 
country. It was, indeed, interrupted by the ſuſpenſion of the Ha- 
beas-Corpus AR ; but on that ſubje he did not mean to ſpeak, as 
the ſuſpenſion was only temporary. The next ſubject was pro- 
perty, and it alſo had hitherto been well ſecured in this country 
but if this bill paſſed upon its preſent principle, he was convinced 
that its protection would be totally removed. In every government 
there muſt be ſome authority which poſſeſſes the power of impoſing 
taxes. [In this country that power was inveſted in Parliament. 


of 


It 
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This point was ſettled in the reign of Charles the Firſt, by the re- 
ſiſtance of the Great Hampden to the payment of ſhip-money. 
Hitherto all the taxes impoſed by Parliament had been in a great 
meaſure optional ; that is to ſay, they were generally laid upon arti- 
cles of conſumption, which people could either take or forbear to uſe 
as they pleaſed, There were but two inſtances, that he knew, of 
taxes of a contrary nature, viz. the tax on ſalt and the tax on 
windows. Perhaps it might be objected, that the tax on neceſſaries 
of life were not optional : certainly ſo far as abſolute neceſſity exiſts 
they were, but ſtill they were optional as to the quantity conſumed. 
This mode of taxation had been a great protection to property in 
England, becauſe it was the natural operation of a tax upon any ar- 
ticle to diminiſh its conſumption whenever the duty impoſed was 
carried too high. The effect of this often was, that the tax pro- 
duced leſs to the revenue than it did when it was more moderate : 
but it might, perhaps, be ſaid, why limit taxation? Upon a little 
reflection, he believed it would occur, that the power of limiting 
taxation muſt be productive of very beneficial effects: it put out of the 
power of the Government to apply the money drawn from the people 
to every purpoſe they choſe, for people would not be very eager in 
conſuming articles, when they recollected that the money raiſed 
upon them by taxation was to be applied to purpoſes which they diſ- 
approved. The mode of taxation which was now propoſed fore- 
goes that principle, and is founded upon another, according to 
which the Miniſter may not only levy one tenth, but one twentieth, 
and ſo on, from every man's income, until there ſhall be nothing 
left. The aſſeſſed taxes had no reſemblance to the preſent mea- 
ſure. Indeed, during the firſt year, no abatement could be pro- 
cured in the tax, but in the next it could, and in the mean time 
ſervants, carriages, &c. might be diſmiſſed. He did not fay 
that this means of avoiding the tax would be reſorted to, but 
if people thought it would be applied to a bad purpoſe, they 
certainly would withhold as much of it as poſſible. In ſhort, 
upon every view of the ſubject, he wiſhed all taxes to be made op- 
tional in as great a degree as poſſible. The bill now under the 
confideration of the Houſe had undergone conſiderable alterations in 
the Committee. It was ſtill, however, liable to very great objec- 
tions. To the mode of chuſing the Commiſſioners, he objected 
that the Grand Jury had not a free choice, but that they were choſen 
from a liſt formed by the Commiſſioners of Taxes. To the pro- 
poſed diſcloſure of income, two objections aroſe. The firſt he 
ſhould make, was on the part of men whoſe affairs were not ſo 
well as they could wiſh ; the ſecond would, perhaps, be thought ex- 
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traordinary—it was, that much inconvenience might ariſe from 
men being proved to be in too good a fituation. Gentlemen would, 
perhaps, be leſs ſurpriſed when they heard what he had to ſay upon 
this ſubject. Might not much evil ariſe from children obtaining 
information of what their fathers poſſeſſed, and learning too ſoon 
that they were likely to inherit a large fortune? It would alſo 
doubtleſs produce very bad effects upon the economy of families, by 
the whole of their wealth being expoſed to the knowledge of a great 
number of perſons. It, perhaps, would be ſaid, that this bill ſhould 
be ſubmittted to, becauſe no other efficient mode of raiſing the ſup- 
plies could be deviſed. It was fit, however, that the Houſe ſhould 


conſider, whether ſome better mode might not be adopted; but che 


power given by this bill was not the leaſt important conſideration 
attending it. It was not enough to ſay that this power would not 
be excreiſed; it was ſufficient that it exiſted. Every one knew the 
effe that the exiſtence of ſuch power had upon other countries, 
where it produced the moſt ſlaviſh habits, and a total depreſſion of 
public ſpirit, notwithſtanding that it was exerciſed in the mildeſt 
manner poſſible, or, perhaps, not encouraged at all. There was 

another very material circumſtance : by this act the Government 
will be let into the ſecret of every man's income and property in 
the country. This was a ſecret it would be very improper for Go- 
vernment to know, for it would create a great temptation to take 
more from the people, and he did not know that that temptation 
would be reſiſted. The oath taken by the Commiſſioners was not 
ſufficient for ſecuring ſecrecy. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſpoke to order. He obſerved that this 
was not the ſtage of the bill in which the honourable Baronet ought 
to enter into particular details. The nature of the Commiſſioners' 
oath had no connection with the queſtion before the Houſe, which 
was that ** the report be taken into farther conſideration.” 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, there were two ſtages in which it was al- 
lowed to c:mment upon the details of a bill: theſe were when it 
was in the Committee, and upon receiving the report. He had 
always been of opinion, that when the report was taken into conſi- 
deration. both the principle and particular clauſes might be debated. 
© "The honourable Baronet was nat, therefore, out of order, as he 
might call the attention of the Houſe to parts of the bill, in order 
that it might be recommitted for the purpoſe of having theſe parts 
reſcinded or altered. 

Si- W. PULTENEY continued; he ſaid, though the Com- 
miſtioncrs were ſworn to ſecrecy, yet the Miniſters, he iuppoſed, 
would have acceſs to their books, becauſe they were bound to pre- 
ſerve them. He therefore conſidered this as a dangerous meaſure, 
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inaſmuch as it rendered the property of the country leſs ſecure. 
This mode of raiſing taxes had not been uſed fince the acceſſion of 
the preſent family to the Throne ; but during the Protectorate 
there was an aſſeſſment upon every man from one end of the king- 
dom to the other; this had the effect of rendering the people more 
ſaviſh, and ultimately led to the Reſtoration. After that period it 
was intended to eontinue that aſſeſſment, but it was found impoſſi- 
ble to extend it to perſonal property; but the land tax remained. 
The tax did not commence to operate upon incomes of leſs than 
bol. per annum; and after 200l. all were equal. It appeared to 


him that it would operate ſeverely upon the middle claſs of ſociety, 


and not ſo much on the higher claſſes. He conceived that the 
liberty of the people depended upon the middle claſs, and not either 
upon the higher or the lower claſſes. If the middle claſs was de- 
ſtroyed, then there would remain nothing but nobles and peaſants. 
Country gentlemen approved of this meaſure, becauſe they thought 
it would operate upon property that was not taxed before ; in this 
he believed they would be miſtaken ; but with reſpect to them- 
ſelves, they would certainly be obliged to pay. The lower claſſes 
would alſo in time be affected by it, becauſe if the farmer or manu- 
facturer was injured, he could not employ ſo many perſons. The 
bill appeared to him, on the whole, to go againſt the ſpirit of the 
Liberty of the Country. This was not a new opinion; he had 
delivered his . opinion to the public upon a queſtion of this kind 
twenty-four years ago. In defence of this meaſure it was ſaid, 


it affected placemen and penſioners, and that they would not for 


their own ſakes conſent to a tax which affected themſelves, if it was 
not a juſt tax. This was a mode of reaſoning upon which he did 
not lay much ſtreſs, becauſe Government had it always in their 
power to compenſate thoſe gentlemen for what they might pay. He 
wiſhed to know why the commercial part of the community were 
entitled to ſuch excluſive privileges, and why the reſt of ſociety were 
not entitled to the ſame advantages. With reſpect to the duration 
of the bill, he wiſhed to obſerve thzt it muſt continue three years, 
and if the war laſted another year, it muſt continue four. years. 
But there was nothing ſtated in the bill which would prevent its 
being adopted in future. It was not ſtated that it was merely a war 
fax, nor was it ſtated when it would ceaſe, but merely that it ſhould 
Not ceaſe before a certain period. Upon theſe grounds he thought 
there would be great danger in paſſing the bill, and therefore ſhould 
Oppoſe it. | | | 
Right Honourable D. RYDER ftated, that he ſhould nat now 
ter into the dctails of the bill; and he ſhould feel, he ſaid, that 
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it would be preſumption in him to offer an anſwer to the funda. 
mental arguments, if he had not great authority on his fide, no lef 
an authority than that of the honourable Baronet himſelf, As far 
as it was regular to advert to what had occurred on a former debate, 
he conceived that the oppoſition of the honourable Member was, 
that the meaſure tended to eſtabliſh a ſpecies of inquiſition in the 
country. That certainly was totally ſeparate from what was ad. 
vanced as the main objection now to the bill. Every objeQion 
againſt this ſtill, as to its not being optional, was applicable to the 
bill paſſed laſt year. The only point upon which a difference was 
entertained was, that it did not go far enough ; that it only tended 
to raiſe ſeven millions, whereas a much larger ſum might be raiſed, 
He had alſo the farther authority of the honourable Baronet, that it 
might be expedient to raiſe the whole ſum wanted within the year. 
Whether the honourable Member had ſtated his ideas then clearly 
or not, he knew not ; but he had a right to ſay that it was the ho- 
nourable Baronet's opinion, that at one time the raiſing of the whole 
ſupply within the year, and at another time the raifing of a confi 
derable part within the year, was eſſential to the intereſts of the 
country. But the honourable Member had now found an objec- 
tion that would be fatal to the meaſure altogether. The objection 
was, that the ſum wanted was taken by a tax that was not optional 
that it was not impoſed upon articles that were optional—and 
that the meaſure was unknown in the financial hiſtory of the coun- 
try. He certainly did not pretend to be deeply read in the finan- 
cial hiſtory of the country ; but it muſt occur to gentlemen that 
pall taxes, the tenths, fifteenths, and ſubſidies, were levied in former 
times, and that the ſame objection would apply to all thoſe taxes; 
but this might be ſaid to refer to a period when the ſcience of 
finance was not properly underſtood. Look at the tythes, which 
produced from three to five millions: they were not optional. 
Look at the taxes impoſed fince the preſent century. The land 
tax was not optional; it made no diſtingion of elaſſes; it made 
no difference between the pooreſt and the richeſt landholders. The 
whole ſyſtem of taxation which related to the levies for the main- 
tenance of the poor was another material inſtance of a tax not being 
optional. The ſame obſervation would apply to the county rates, 
and the bridge rates. When he was ſtating this as being hiſtori- 
cally an objection, he was aware that he was not ſtating it fairly 
for himſelf. For when, in a country acknowledged to have been 
the beſt adminiſtered with reſpe& to its finances of any nation in 
the world, he was repreſenting what had been done in former times, 
he was ſtating what was the beſt defence of that ſyſtem. There 
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were mary other taxes which were alſo not optional. A tax which 
had been adopted after the example of Holland, which, next to 
this country, had been the beſt governed in its finances; the tax 
yon collateral ſucceſſions_ was not optional. The whole of the 
Aſſeſſed- Tax Bill was not optional. Many perſons, indeed, might 
live in houſes of leſs rent than they did, but it was impoſſible for 
them to live in houſes that paid no tax. But upon the whole queſ- 
tion, would the Houſe be doing any thing but a fooliſh mockesy by 
aſſerting, that in taxes upon conſumption perſons might make uſe 
of the particular articles or not, as they pleaſed ? The honourable 
Baronet, therefore, having ſtated himſelf to be a friend to the levy- 
ing a conſiderable part of the ſupply within the year, and not having 
ſtated any other mode of raiſing it, he was bound to ſuppoſe, that 
if he was a friend to the raiſing at one time ten, or at another 
twenty millions in the year, he either muſt ſee this idea of a com- 
pulſory tax in a different light from what he did, or muſt argue that 
it ought to be levied upon articles of conſumption. . Upon this 
point he would aſk, could the Houſe conceive it poſſible to levy 
ten millions upon what were conſidered as luxuries? Had it not 
been found that when they had been taxed beyond a certain point, 
the luxury ſhifted and the tax failed? How far it would be ſafe to 
levy it upon ſuch taxes as the powder tax, he would leave for the 
Houſe to judge. If then it was admitted that to raiſe the tax upon 
the luxuries was impoſſible, it followed of courſe that it could only 
be levied upon the neceſſaries of life. Was that the mode by which 
the honourable Baronet meant to provide for the middle or the 
pooreſt claſſes? Was that the mode to accumulate the load upon 
the higher ranks? A tax on the neceſſaries of life muſt raiſe the 
wages of labour. If this was the mode which the honourable Ba- 
ronet meant to ſuggeſt, it was perfectly evident that any tax, if 
levied upon articles of conſumption, muſt be heavier than the pre- 
ſent one. Upon the whole, the conſideration of this queſtion had 
impreſſed upon his mind that this was the only mode that could be 
adopted with perfect equity, and with a probable hope of reaching 
that great end which all had in view. And he was the more 
ſtrongly impreſſed with this, becauſe thoſe perſons who had no ap- 
parent diſpoſition to avoid finding all the faults they could, had yet 
not been able to ſtate any thing which could afford a hope of attain- 
ing the ſame object. It was on theſe grounds that he ſupported the 
preſent bill. Mo ; : 
Mr. JONES ſaid, we were placed between two evils: we had 
to dread, on the one hand, the horrible evils of the French Revolu- 
tion; and, on the other, the evils that muſt neceſſarily ariſe from 
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any meafure entrenching on the Conſtitution. When he voted for 
the triple-afſeſſment bill of laſt ſeſſion, he expreſſed his anxiety 
about its nature, and declared it to be a ftrong meaſure ; but the 
fituation of the country at that period and now was very different, 
We were then threatened with invaſion ; that ſtorm was blown 
over. The French navy, inſtead of being in a ſtate capable of car 


trying the defigns of the enemy into effect, was deſtroyed, and we 


were glutted with our victories. The caſes were, therefore, dif. 
ferent; and conſequently the grounds of opinion materially changed, 
For his part, he was willing to ſupport the mode propoſed of raifing 
the ſupplies within the year, but he was alſo determined to defend 
the bleſſings of the Conſtitution, which the preſent bill, he really 
conceived, - would tend to move from its centre. For this reaſon, 
therefore, he muſt oppoſe its farther progreſs ; for it would ere& 
an inquiſitorial power in the country, not only unknown to the 
ſpirit of our Conſtitution, but totally ſubverſive of it. 
* Mt. DENT ſupported the bill, and obſerved, he wiſhed the re- 
port ſhbuld be followed up on the very ground on which the ho— 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt objected to its farther progreſs, 
being convinced that, inſtead of injuring the Conſtitution, it would, 
on the contrary, have the effect of preſerving it. _ . 
Mr. I. H. BROWNE roſe to expreſs his approbation of the 
meaſure. There were two obſervations that had fallen from the 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, but one which he would take 
the liberty to notice : firſt, an abhorrence of French principles, 
whoſe fatal influence had done ſo much miſchief in the world; 
and, ſecondly, the danger of an abuſe of liberty ; and that we 
ſhould not be led to extend the privileges beyond the bounds which 
abſolute neceſſity preſcribed. . To both theſe he heartily acquieſced, 
but he did not ſee any danger to the conſtitution from the adoption 
of the preſent meaſure. He did not conſider it as an invaſion of 
property, in which light it was by ſome repreſented. Nobody 
could ſtate it more clearly than the honourable Baronet (Sir William 
Pulteney), both with regard to its principles and effects; yet nothing 
in his ſtatement juſtified him in conſidering the meaſure an invaſion 
of property: that a diſcloſure of property might follow, notwith- 
anding every poſſible care to guard againſt that inconvenience, was 
no reaſon for conſidering it in that point of view, and yet it was the 
principal one offered. Such a circumſtance, no doubt, was an ob- 
jection, but we were not in a ſituation now to yield to trivial incon- 
veniences ; when a great and alarming evil threatened, we were not 
to conſider every poſſible and remote particular inſtance of hardſhip 
that may ultimately ariſe from the means neceſſary to inſure our 
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ſafety. Theſe means, it was agreed, conſiſted in railing the ſup- 
plies within the year. This mode was practiſed before the Revo- 
lution. If then we were to recur to it, we muſt have recourſe to 
the means uſed before that period ; means exerciſed in the reigns 
of the Plantagenets, and other antient times, without ever being 
charged as new or dangerous to the Conſtitution. He therefore 
thought it our duty to adopt the ſame ſyſtem now, when ſo much 
benefit muſt be derived from it, and when, by the ſtrength of our 
navy, we had the means not only of providing for our own fafety, 
but alſo of effecting the deliverance of Europe. Mr. Browne con- 
cluded with apologizing for troubling the Houſe ſo long on a queſ- 
tion ſo obvious, and which had been already fo fully diſcufled. 

Mr. Wm. SMITH ſaid, that though he roſe again to offer ſome 
objeRions to the bill, yet he was very ready to confeſs, that it now 
appeared to him in a much more improved light, and very different 
indeed from the crude, imperfect ſtate in which it was firſt uſhered 
into the Houſe ; he was happy in particular to ſee that much of its 
oppreſſive and inquiſitorial tendency had been obviated and removed. 
He was till, however, juſtified in aſſerting, that the objections 
urged againſt it by himſelf and by many of his honourable friends, 
had been either miſunderſtood or miſrepreſented ; at leaſt, they had 
never been fairly met or ſatisfactorily anſwered. There was one 
great error into which the ſupporters of the bill had fallen. They 
charge the oppoſers of it with inconſiſtency, becauſe they have ac- 
knowledged the propriety and neceſſity of raiſing a great portion of 
the ſupplies within the year. But on what principle do they reſt 


this neceſſity, or of what nature do they ſuppoſe it to be? He was 


but little inclined to indulge in minute metaphyſical diſtinGions z 


| but ſome diſtinction was neceſſary on the preſent occaſion. The 


neceſſity ſo much infiſted on muſt be either a phyſical or political 
neceſſity ; if it were a phyſical neceſſity, or if no other poſſible 
mode could be deviſed of accompliſhing the ſame end, then he 
would unreluctantly yield to that neceſſity, and no longer make any 
oppoſition to the adoption of it. But if upon due examination of the 
nature of the meaſure, it did not appear to involve any thing of a 
phyſical neceſſity, but only proceeded on the ground of a political 
neceſſity, then the nature of that political neceſſity ſhould be duly 
Inquired into—in his opinion political neceſſity ſhould be guided by 
a nice balance of the conveniencies and inconventencies to which 
the meaſure might give riſe. If the conveniencies were proved to 


| preponderate over the inconveniencies, then, he would confeſs, the 


neceſſity might be fairly pleaded. But if, on the contrary, however 


it might be attended with many inconveniencies, yet it plainly ap- 
Vol. VII. 3M ; 
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Ul 

peared that in its principle it was unjuſt, that in its execution it was 
oppreſſive, and that in its operation it muſt prove hurtſul both to 
the feelings and the fortunes of individuals, he was at a loſs to ſee 
how he ſhould be juſtified in admitting the plea of ſuch a political 
neceflity. To theſe, his objections, he was well aware that the a 

provers of the till would oppoſe a directly contrary aſſertion. They, 
he knew, aſſerted, and would aſſert, that the principle and provi- 
ſions of the bill were equitable and juſt. He, however, muſt per. 
fiſt in ſtyling them unjuſt and unequitable, and in this aſſertion he 
perſiſted, not from the ſuggeſtion of any private intereſt, but merely 
from public motives and upon public grounds; for he was ready to 
confeſs that. the tax, as far as it regarded himſelf individually, he 


| ſhould feel to be a very beneficial one. But he had heard it aſſerted 


that a large majority of the citizens of London had declared in fa- 
vour of the tax, and were he permitted to be fo far irrcgular as to 
allude to what had dropped in a former debate, he would be glad to 
offer a few obſervations on the arguments that were then employed, 
It was ſaid that the body of merciants were both able and willing 
to pay the tax, though they contend at the ſame time that this very 
tax muſt fall with double weight on perſons embarked in commer- 
cial purſuits. They were ſtill, however, well prepared and well 
diſpoſed to pay it. That merchants of the firſt order and under 
particular circumſtances might be able and willing to pay the tax he 


| was not inclined to deny, without attempting to dive into the mo- 


tives or the means from which this will and ability might be ſup- 
poſed to flow. There was, however, another claſs of commercial 
men, of whom the ſame could not be ſaid with equal truth ; the 
Claſs he alluded to was of a much lower order, and poſſeſſed of far 
inferior reſources. On them, he contended, the propoſed tax mult 
bear with very oppreſſive weigh: indeed. But this, perhaps, 
would be denied. And why? Becauſe it is aſſerted that the ob- 
ject of the meaſure is to lay equal burdens on all ſpecies of income, 
though the income may be of an unequal nature, and to affect even 
ſituation in life in which property was to be found. He would 
grant that the operation of the tax began, as in the Aſſeſſed- tas 
Bill of laſt year, with a property of 601. but two perſons poſſeſſing 
that amount of income were no longer in the ſame relative fitua- 
tion; one part of that income may, for example, be laid out in an 
inſurance for life; that part employed in inſurance on life is non 
ſuppoſed to be exempted. He could not fee in what that exemption 
conſiſted ; for if a man poſſeſſes an income of 5001. he may em. 
ploy one half of it in inſurance for life, and the other in providing 
for his family; but that income muſt be doubly aſſeſſed, for tif 
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tax is to take away one portion, and inſure another of it. Suppoſe 
in making proviſion for his family, he lays up one part, and tl. at 
he pays 5ol. per annum for inſurance, in what fituation ſhall ſuch 
a man be if any accident, even the payment of the now propoſed 
tax, ſhould difable him from inſuring ; where then would be the 
benefit which you ſuppoſe him to derive from the exemption? He 
could derive none. For you now take 50l. per annum from him, 
and thus prevent him from benefit of inſurance, while inſurance 
would be more valuable to him. 

In the next place he might contend, that the meaſure in queſtion 
would draw down other hardſhips on commercial men ; for the 
propoſed mode of taxation partakes of the nature of a poſitive tax 
upon capital. The capital may be ſuppoſed to grow and become 
income ; but the profits of trade do not conſtitute a diſpoſable ſur- 
plus; out of them the merchant muſt provide for his family; to 
tax thoſe profits, would not therefore be' taxing income, but taxing 
capital, The meaſure went alſo to confound an income ariſing 
from laborious induſtry, an income purely contingent, and which 
before the next year may fink into nothing, with one of a permanent 
nature and expoſed to no vieiſſitudes; but to tax in equal rate two 
incomes of ſuch very oppoſite conditions, would ſurely be commit- 
ting a great, a crying injuſtice. Nor did he think, that to him or 
to thoſe who held the ſame opinions with him on a former occaſion 
reſpeRing the propriety of taxing ſalaries ariſing from places and 
public offices, there could now be imputed any degree of incon- 
fitency ; thoſe ſalaries were not ſolely the reward of laborious in- 
duſtry, they were the ſource alſo of enjoyment, as well as of emolu- 
ment. Yet it would be ſaid that they formed part of the income of 
ſuch perſons, and therefore would be taxed. But other conſidera- 
tions ſhould be here attended to, and on this point he would again 
avail himſelf of the opinion and authority of an able writer, whom 
he had already quoted pretty frequently on the preſent ſubject, and 
according to that celebrated author, thoſe who were in the ſituation 
of holding public offices, have general means of rewarding their 
labours, and the remumeration ſeldom falls ſhort of the ſervices 
they perform ; and therefore ſuch emoluments were not an improper 
object to be taxed as income. Theſe ſalaries were often, beſides, 
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but a ſmall part of ſuch income. The power, the patronage,. the 

credit and the conſideration that attended them, were valued much 

higher than the mere ſalary annexed to them, and they were conſe- 

quently ſought after with more eager avidity than ſituations of a 

different deſcription that oſtenſibly were eſtimated at comparatively 
13M 42 
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a much higher ſum. They were, therefore, by no means on a 
level with other forts of income. TY 

He muſt alſo object to the meaſure on account of the manner in 
which it muſt affect various clafſes of the community. Notwith- 
ſtanding all that had been ſaid of public affairs, and reſpeQing the 
ſituation of other countries, the operation of this bill might induce 
many te emigrate, though it was ſtrongly afferted that no one would 
change this country for another merely to avoid paying ten per cent, 
upon his income — for, though the mode of inquiry and of the dif- 
cloſure of private circumſtances might be ſomewhat changed, yet 
even in the altered bill there ſtill remained many circumſtances 
which muſt throw many difficulties on particular branches of trade, 
The advantages were ſtill counterbalanced by the diſadvantages. 
Indeed where a great revenue was to be collected, there muſt ariſc 


many inconveniences ; and they marked but too ſtrongly our general 


ſyſtem of taxation. The exciſe laws, for example—the ſtamp du- 
ties, &c. &c. involved in their execution a variety of difficulties and 
inconveniences. In lawſuits the particular circumſtances reſpeQ- 
ing ſtamps often gave riſe to very unpleaſant occurrences ; for in- 
ſtance, in a late caſe, where the deciſion, he would not ſay was con- 
trary to law, but where aſſuredly it was contrary to equity ; he 
alluded to the caſe where a ſtamp of 2s. 6d. was made uſe of, in- 
ſtead of a ſtamp of 2s. which the law impoſed for a particular ſum. 
In that caſe nothing could be recovered, though no intention of 
eluding the tax eould be alledged, as a ſtamp of ſuperior value was 
made uſe of. But it was not only from the taxes themſelves, but 
from the caprices of the tax gatherers, that the community had to 
ſuffer theſe inconveniences ; nor were they only inconveniences, 
but frequently vexations. 

But the operation of the preſent bill muſt prove far more unjuſt, 
far more vexatious, than that of any of the taxes he had juſt alluded 
to; and on this account, and no other, did he continue to oppoſe it. 
The tax has, indeed, been juſtified by an hiſtorical compariſon with 


other taxes it had been compared with the poll tax this compa- 


riſon was ſurely not very happy; for if it bore any relation to that 
tax, it ought moſt certainly to convince us, that the idea of it ſhould 
never be entertained. For has not that tax been reprobated and 
placed in the moſt odious light by our beſt and moſt approved 
writers? It has alſo been compared with the poor's rate; but 
this alſo was far from being a popular tax: and befides, they dit- 
fered ſo widely from one another, that no parity of argument ſhovld 
be drawn from them. It is true, the poor's rate muſt be paid 
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either individually or parochially ; but it differs from the preſent 
tax in many inſtances, but particularly in this, that it is diſpenſed 
by the ſame hands that collect it, and the diſtribution of it is 
watched over by thoſe out of whoſe pocket it comes. This con- 
tributes to make it be paid cheerfully. By others the preſent tax is 
compared to tithes ; but there there is often room for commutation, 
and therefore the compariſon ſays nothing in favour of the meaſure 
before the Houſe. Moreover, when a perſon buys a farm, he knows 
the amount both of the poor's rates, and of the tithes, which he ſhall 
have to pay ; and therefore his caſe differs from the preſent, where 
there is no option, But it is ſaid the principle of the Aﬀeſſed-tax 
Bill left no option neither —Granted : it did ſo in ſome meaſure, 
and fo far he had objected to it. But his objections roſe here from 
a number of grounds—it was granted that it would operate on in- 
equalities of income. But was it not the objeR of a good Govern- 
ment to correct thoſe inequalities? Surely it was as much the 

duty of Government to correct them, as to make laws to protect the 
weak againſt the ſtrong. He ſaw another objection to it in the diſ- 
cretion which the preſent meaſure gave to Government. Miniſters 
were left to fix the ſtandard, and he ſaw no reaſon for their fixing on 
the ſtandard which they had adopted. But he was told he had no 
right to object to the plan now propoſed, unleſs he could offer one 
leſs objectionable. Undoubtedly the approvers of the bill might 
ſee it in a different light from him; but though his judgement was 
not able to correct what was wrong in the meaſure, yet he was not 
inconſiſtent in oppoſing it; and as long as he felt the full force of 
his objection to it, ſo long muſt he continue that oppoſition. 

Lord HAWKESBURY thought it more deſirable to make any 
remarks gentlemen had to offer on the detail of the bill, as con- 
nected with its principle, after receiving the report, than upon the 
queſtion then before the Houſe. The queſtion was not ſo much 
whether the tax was an equal one, as whether it was as equal as poſ- 
ible, whether more ſo than any other that could be deviſed either by 
him, or any other Member who might approve of or oppoſe it. He 
mult think the tax was the moſt equal, and the faireſt in its prin- 
ciple, that could be adopted, under all circumſtances, fully to an- 
ſwer the end for which it was propoſed. What had been ſaid by 
the honourable gentlemen who ſpoke laſt, that it was no argument 
to prove the inconſiſtency of any gentleman, that while he diſap- 
proved of any meaſure he yet had not a better to propoſe, he could 
perfectly agree in; but if it was not an argument of this ſort, it 
certainly afforded an argument for the meaſure. Nothing could 
more tend to ſhewy how neceſſary it was to adopt the preſent tax, 
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than that after the exertion of much talents in the inveſtigation of 
its principle and detail, nothing ſo efficient, in fact, nothing at all, 
had been offered in the way of ſubſtitute. This muſt be ſo much 
felt by the Houſe, that he ſhould forbear urging the argument far- 
ther. If, indeed, the arguments of the honourable gentleman 
amounted to any thing, the objection compriſed in them was in its 
nature to all taxation. Would the honourable gentleman ſay that 
taxation was a grievance? He could alſo ſay it was a grievance, 
and wiſhed as cordially as any man that no neceſlity exiſted for con- 
tinuing to tax any deſcription of people. But in the preſent Rate 
of the world and of ſociety, theſe were vain wiſhes; and as taxes 
muſt be levied and impoſed, his ſolicitude muſt be rather to regulate 
juſtly all plans of taxation, than ſeek in the abſtractions of men of 
ſcience for arguments againſt taxes in general. He was certain 
there was not a Member of that Houſe or the community, who 
more than himſelf felt for the claſſes moſt likely to be affected by 
any tax; and no gentleman could think there was any thing ſo 
amiable, pretty, or gentle in taxation, that it was a delightful duty 
to attend to its progreſs and detail. But while the people would 


not expect that taxation was to ceaſe, while Government could only + 


be ſupported by means of taxation, they had a right to expect that 
the law ſhould lay taxes equally and impartially, and more than 
this no community could expect. The honourable gentleman had 
not contented himſelf to obje& to the preſent tax in particular, but 
thought proper to go into a laborious inquiry concerning the origin 
and effect of every kind of tax, beginning with the exciſe, poll tax, 
&c. He had thought it his duty alſo to confider the nature of taxes 
in general, and had no heſitation to ſay, that there was no tax with- 
out great objections on all ſides. This could not, however, afford 
any argument againſt taxation ; it merely ſhewed, that it was in the 
nature of all human inſtitutions, of human laws, and haman actions, 
to be every where imperfect, and that the Legiſlature and Government 
would ſufficiently diſcharge their united duties, if in framing laws, 
the one calmly and diſpaſſionately conſidered the nature of man and 
his habits, making Jaws that embraced their neceſſities, and did not 
overlook their wants—while the other, in enforcing thoſe laws, pro- 
ceeded with tempered firmneſs, with benevolent and ardent diſin- 
tereſtedneſs. The bill then under eonſideration was not oppreſſive 
in any degree that could poſlibly be avoided, and the tax it ſought to 
impoſe had for its object what was a favourite meaſure with the 
Houſe—to raiſe a great part of the ſupplies within the year. It was 
clear that the preſent was the only tax adequate to this great pur- 
poſe: it was the beſt that he ever heard of, and in the preſent ſtate 
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of the country, in the ſtate of our finances and public debt, much 
better than any optional tax, becauſe no tax of this ſort could go fo 
far or ſo effeQually to afford that general ſtability to our credit, and 
infuſe that vigour into our operations, which the criſis eminently 
required. The honourable Baronet talked of an optional tax being 
fairer in its principle than one direct in its character. Now what 
was this doctrine of optional taxes? What the advantages to the 
public from the laws by which they are impoſed? Why, truly, 
that on one ſide there is ſcarce any option at all. The articles of 
conſumption are for the moſt part of the firſt neceſſity, or luxuries 
which men cannot diſuſe ; and thus no alternative is, in moſt caſes, 
left. No tax could be mentioned to which this remark could not 
more or leſs apply. It was true of wine, and true of almoſt every 
other taxable article mentioned by the honourable Baronet. So that 
if from optional taxes men might ſometimes derive ſome conveni- 
ence, it alſo ſubjected individuals to ſeverities. The trader would 
have his tax paid him in profit, and the conſumer would pay the 
tax, indeed he could not help it, by paying the inſurance or profit 
of the dealer. He thought it ſcarce neceſſary here to take notice of 
the argument which had been founded on a compariſon of contin- 
gent with certain income. This was a ſubject which he had con- 
ſidered long before the preſent bill was ever heard of. The ho- 
nourable Baronet and the honourable gentleman on the ſame fide of 
the Houſe, complained of what they confidered the partiality and 
injuſtice of the tax in this reſpect. Now he thought it would be 
found, that the advantage is, under all poſſible changes of fortune 
to a country, in favour of the man of increafing income. Such were 
the trader and the profeſſional man for inſtance ; ſuch, in ſhort, 
every claſs of the community almoſt, except the landed men, or 
the perſon whoſe income is permanently fixed. The man of the 
latter deſcription, who muſt always wiſh to make an appearance 
ſuited to his rank and character, will be obliged to retrench, while 
yet his income is not at all ſubject to progreſſive increaſe ; whilſt 
the man of profeſſional reſources may be daily increaſing his income, 
and can therefore afford always to keep his uſual eſtabliſhment. It 
might not be improper to remark, that here the argument of the 
honourable gentleman had changed a little; for on a former even- 
ing one argument was the hardſhip to perſons having certain in- 
comes ; that evening it was that perſons not having permanent in- 
comes will ſuffer moſt by the tax. An honourable gentleman had 
on that evening, and once before, quoted Mr. Adam Smith in ſe- 
veral inſtances to illuſtrate his argument, that property ſhould not 
be expoſed by any tax. But what was property? and who were 
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the rich? Property was the command of the luxuries and neceſſaries 
of life; and the rich were the diſtributors. From this it followed, 
that whatever tax it might be that affected the poor, muſt neceſſa- 
rily affect the rich. Hence would he recur to what he formerly 
faid, but what could not be too frequently repeated, that the duty 
of that Houſe was not to reject all meaſures of taxation, but to ren- 
der them as little capricious and unequal as poſſible. What would 
be the effect of the preſent bill ? It would lay a tax generally on 
all with leſs convulſion in all the clafles of ſociety than would be 
occaſioned by any other praQicable tax. He had heard much of 
Jacobins and their ſyſtem of levelling all clafſes to one vulgar 
ſtandard. The preſent tax had, indeed, been objected to on the 
preſumed ground that its effect would be to level diſtinctions, but 
he was far from entertaining this opinion; on the contrary, he be- 
lie ved the tax would extenſively afford the means of preſerving that 
order and juſt diſtinction of claſſes which God and Nature every 
where wiſely eſtabliſhed and maintained. An honourable gentle- 
man had faid, that to afford any relief to perſons likely to be more 
affected by the tax than others, was to forget the principle of the 
bill. In his opinion this remark was both weak and futile. It was 
the duty of the Houſe to conſider the fituation of every claſs of 
people, and to endeavour to make every new tax bear upon them 
with as little weight as poſſible. It was his wiſh and that of thoſe 
whom he had the honour of ſupporting, that the tax might fall 
equally, and, as was faid on a former evening, not cruelly nor un- 
juſtly on one claſs, whilſt others enjoyed undiſturbed the poſſeſſion 
of their ample fortunes. Once for all, he would impreſs it on the 
Houſe, that the wiſh neareſt his heart was to preſerve the orders of 
ſociety, adminiſtering to each an equal meaſure of juſtice, watching 
over the character, the lives, and the liberties of all, and by making 
2 general allowance to poor and rich, frecing the preſent meaſure 
from every ſeverity of character, and giving it as a precedent to all 
future time, that it is eminently the deſire of the Members of the 
Britiſh Senate to give to every ſcheme of finance the emphatical cha- 
racter of a fair, an impartial, and equal meaſure ; that. it ſeeks to 
impoſe a fair, an impartial, and equal tax. Upon thoſe general 
grounds the motion would receive his hearty ſupport. 7 
Sir FRANCIS BARING had no objection to pay one tenth 
of his income, and every mercantile man with whom he had con- 
verſed appeared equally willing to pay in a ſimilar proportion to- 


wards the exigencies of the State, and to enable the Government of 
the Country to maintain themſelves with firmneſs and dignity in the. 


preſent conteſt, But while, in common with others, he was thus 
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perfectly free to contribute his ſhare, what he objected to was, and 
this was the obje ion of commercial men in general, that the pre- 
ſent tax would ſubject men to a diſcloſure of their property. The 
wealthy and the poor had equally to dread the effect of ſuch a tax 
in its operations ; and as far as this objection went, no man at all 
converſant with mercantile affairs could hefitate to oppoſe it. He 
could not help regretting, that the meaſure was introduced in fuch 
haſte, without going farther in the experience of the aſſefled taxes. 
If theſe were evaded, why did not the right honourable gentleman 


take them as far as they would go, and propoſe ſome tax leſs objec- 


tionable than the preſent, to make up the deficiency. However, he 
would not oppoſe the report being received and ſent to a Com- 
mittee, if he could but aſſure himſelf that better means would be 
found to prevent the diſcloſure of property, and of the moſt ſacred 
affairs of men. | 

Sir JAMES PULTENEY wiſhed that the ſame precaution to 
prevent the diſcloſure of property had been adopted with reſpect to 
the man of landed property, as in the caſe of the commercial man. 
The latter was naturally jealous of any meaſure that tended to lay 
bis concerns open to the inſpection of perſons unconnected with his 
trade, and, perhaps, unintereſted in his fortune ; the former muſt 
equally dread a ſurvey that is to inform firangers of his moſt pri- 
vate and moſt delicate tranſactions. This was one of the objec- 
tions he had to the meaſure in its preſent ſtate. In the next place 
he thought it would be proper to extend the ſcale beyond 200]: per 
year, as he was certain that perſons of this income, and conſidera- 
bly beyond it, were very little able to bear ſuch a burden in addition 
tothe. many they at preſent muſt ſuſtain. And when he conſidered 
the preſent flouriſhing Rate of the country, its extended commerce, 
and invincible fleets, he muſt ſay, he thought a more palatable tax 
might be impoſed ; at any rate, it could not be too much to render 
it leſs irkſome by rendering it leſs burdenſome. He wiſhed to ſet 
a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Ryder) right reſpecting what 
had fallen from an honourable friend of his (Sir William Pulteney) 
on the ſubject of direct taxation. It appeared to him, that what 


the honourable Baronet ſaid was, that a direct tax was liable among 


others to one great objection, namely, that it would give a greater 
Power to Miniſters than an optional tax, becauſe the latter could be 
evaded, but the former could not; and as every man would be 
obliged to put his hands in his pozkets at the call of the Miniſter to 
Pay a direct tax, the grievance would be, that men would continu- 
ally have their hands in their pockets to ſupply his wants, under 
Whatever circumſtances they may have ariſen. Still there was no 
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doubt that direct taxes were the cheapeſt in the collection and the 
moſt productive, and therefore, in conſidering this ſubjeQ, due care 
muſt be ſhewn to the balance of advantages and diſadvantages mu- 
tually ariſing on the one fide and on the other. 

Mr. BURDON was a friend to the meaſure, but wiſhed that it 
might be carried into effect with as little inconvenience to the public 


Commons, 


as poſſible. He thought the aſſeſſed taxes were not more optional 


than the preſent tax; and every tax was liable to be objected to if 


it was a ground of objeRion that no tax is wholly optional. Gen- 


tlemen had talked much of the liberty of the ſubject. Undoubtedly 
it was important to watch around and guard the liberty of the ſub- 
jet ; but there was another deſcription of liberty which he ſhould 
think it his duty more vigilantly to watch and more vigorouſly to 
defend—it was national liberty ; which could not, perhaps, be 
better ſupported than by preventing frauds in the payment of na- 


tional taxes. Naturally he was unfriendly to every ſpecies of 
fraud, and thought the man who could defraud the revenue, if he 


had a fair opportunity, would defraud his neighbour. The object 
of the preſent tax was to aſſert the independence, and maintain the 
liberties of the country ; and he took it upon himſelf to pledge his 
conſtituents to pay any tax that might tend to ſupport our national 
liberty : nevertheleſs, he wiſhed as much as any man that taxes 
could be abſtained from, and would be happy if he lived to be a 
Member of that honourable Houſe when all taxation ceaſed. One 


additional reaſon he had for approving of the preſent was, that it is 


fairer than the aſſeſſed taxes, becauſe it will affect perſcns who arc 
certainly intereſted in the proſperity and ſafety of their country, and 
as well include capitaliſts as lay an equal burden on every ſpecies of 
income. Under theſe circumſtances he ſhould conſider it his duty 


to ſupport the motion. | 
Mr. HENRY THORNTON obſerved, that he would only 


treſpaſs a few moments on the Houſe. In conſidering the bill, un- 
doubtedly many difficultics would appear to characterize parts of its 
detail ; but the principle entirely met his approbation ; and while 
he wiſhed it were poſſible to make it entirely palatable, by removing 
every difficulty and obviating every objection; yet when he looked 
to the object of the tax, he muſt be permitted to conſider even thoſe 
difficulties as being comparatively unimportant. The object of the 
tax was to enable us to carry on with vigour, and effect a war the 
moſt intereſting in its general character, to whoſe iſſue we muſt look 
for independence and for glory, carried on againſt one whole ambi- 
tion diſturbed and diſordered the world. Every refleQing man who 
had delivered his ſentiments on the meaſure, approved of the prin- 
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ciple of raiſing the ſupplies within the year, and therefore the queſ- 
tion was not whether we ſhould raiſe 100, oool. or 200,000]. or 
1,000,000]. ; but whether we ſhould raiſe 10,000,000]. This 
was no ordinary meaſure, and ordinary objections could not, with 
any propriety, be urged againſt it, He thought thoſe gentlemen 
wrong who ſought to lay the tax on property ; for the diſcloſure of 
property muſt be more objectionable to every claſs of men, as it 
would be more indelicate than the diſcloſure of income. Perhaps it 
would be a better mode to lay a tax both on capital and income, 
than on income only ; for a tax on capital would reduce the tax on 
income. Conſidering the reception it met with in the country, and 
the temper of the Houſe, he muſt approve of the preſent tax, eſpe- 
cially as no other meaſure was propoſed adequate to the object ſought 
for, and ſeeing that the only point at Which we were vulnerable to 
the anemy is in our finances—for now internal treaſon was ſup- 
preſſed, our navy every where triumphant, protecting our poſſeſſions 
abroad, or convoying in ſafety our trade with every part of the 
world. Seeing this, and being perſuaded at the ſame time that the 
preſent meaſure was calculated to afford a ſtrong means of defence 
on the point which we are moſt vulnerable, he could not but give it 
every ſupport in his power. It would be to take up the time of the 
Houſe unneceſſarily were he to preſs upon them any argument to 
ſhew the ſettled defign of the enemy to. make his moſt determined 
but inſidious attack at that point. While France could fancy that 
ſhe ſaw in our finances the ſeeds of their own derangement, ſhe would 
carry on the war with all her accuſtomed malevolence ; and we 
ought by this time to have already diſcovered, that directing her 
efforts at times againſt our finances, on other occaſions againſt our 
trade, they have endeavoured, by deſtroying our trade, to come at 
our finances. It was no mean conſideration to take every prae- 
ticable ſtep to prevent their ſucceeding in theſe projects. And 
again, if any body would look at the national debt, ſo much in- 
creaſed ſince the termination of the American war, and in the pre- 
ſent war, they muſt ſee that the debt cannot be increaſed illimitably, 
nor can taxes on conſumable articles. It was therefore neceſſary to 
begin at once to reduce the debt, and provide in a different way for 
the intereſt. That the conſumable articles cannot bear increaſed taxa- 
tion was manifeſt, becauſe though the taxes have much increaſed, they 
have not grown proportionably productive. Hence would it be ſeen, 
that ſome other ſource of revenue muſt be opened, and the preſent 
tax was this ſource, Whenever the finances were completely eſta- 
bliſhed beyond all poſſibility of danger from the inſidious deſigns of 


the e „national credit would be revived, the means of making 
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money by putting property in the funds inereaſed, and proſperity 
and iccurity would every where be found. Under theſe circum. 
ſtances, he approved moſt heartily of the preſent meaſure. 

Mr. MARTIN wiſhed chat the bill might be proceeded in, and 
he was ready to vote for it; but if in the farther progreſs he ſaw 
any greater difficulty ariſe, or a better plan propeſed than what was 
now before them, he thought proper to reſerve to himſelf the liberty 
of voting againſt the bill altogether. | 

The queſtion was now put and agreed to without a diviſion. 
After the firſt amendment was read, 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT faio, that from the lateneſs of the hour, 
and from the nicety of ſeveral points which ſtill remained to be diſ- 
euſſed, it was his opinion that the farther confideration of the report 
ſhould be poſtponed till to-morrow, when gentlemen's minds would 
be freſher and better able to enter on the diſcuſſion. | 

Mr. W. SMITH obſerved, that though it was a much later 
hour when the Houſe were going into the Committee on this bill, 
yet the right honourable gentleman would not admit the argument 
which he now employed himſelf. If there was not great inconve- 
nience to be feared from it, he rather felt with the right honuura- 
ble gentleman that the buſineſs ſhould be now continued. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replicd, that it was not to ſuit his own 
convenience, or that of any particular gentleman, that he was 
anxious to poſtpone the farther coniideration of the report, but 
merely for the benefit of the matter itſelf. He then concluded by 
moving, that the report be taken into farther conſideration to- 
morrow ; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved the farther conſideration of the 
report on the bill tor exempting, under certain conditions, perſons 
ſerving in volunteer corps from being balloted into the ſupple- 


mentary militia. The motion being agreed to, Mr. Dundas 


propoſed the new amendments which he mentioned yeſterday, 
which were adopted; and the bill was then ordered to be en- 


groſſed. 


Friday, December 28. 


The Habeas- Corpus Suſpenſion Bill was read a third time and 
paſſed. - | 

On the order of the day being moved for the Houſe to take the 
report of the Committee on the Income Bill into confideration, 

Mr. DEN T rofe and complained of the very thin attendance of 
Members. He was not aware of any mode of cnforcing the pre- 
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ſence of gentlemen, 3 than by a call of the Houſe, and he 
therefore truſted it would be reſorted to before the report was con- 
fdered. He could not avoid obſerving, that when a meature, which 
was to have the effect of diſpoſing of twelve millions of the public 
money, was under diſcuſſion, the conduct of thoſe who did not 
attend was moſt diſgraceful. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that no perſon entertained the 
leaſt doubt with reſpe& to the diſpoſal of the ſum of ten millions. 
When the principle of the bill had been diſcuſſed on former even- 
ings, the attendance had been generally pretty full; and if in a later 
ſtage of it gentlemen did not think fit to attend, it was becauſe, on 
the leading points, there was no difference of opinion. He wiſhed 
the honourable gentleman to conſider, whether a call of the Houſe 
would have the effect of enforcing attendance. It might, it was 
true, oblige gentlemen to walk into the Houſe, but could not 
prevent them from walking out again immediately, if they pleaſed. 

The Houſe proceeded to take the report into conſideration, 
when the ſeveral amendments in the hill were read and agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, a clauſe had on a preceding even- 
ing been propoſed by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney), for 
preventing the production of the ſchedule at the requeſt of the ſur- 
veyor, unleſs the application was approved of by the majority of 
the Commiſſioners ; that motion the Committee had rejected. He, 
however, now wiſhed to propoſe a clauſe, which ſhould even go be- 
. yond the object of the honuurable gentleman : it was, that no 
ſchedule ſhould be delivered at the requeſt of the ſurveyor, if the 
application was rejected by even one of the Commiſſioners. This, 
he truſted, would obviate every objection on this ſubject. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt ſaid, that he found it neceſſary to propoſe 
ſeveral alterations in the clauſes, as well as amendments in the 
body of the bill. He ſhould therefore wiſh the Houſe to reſolve 
Into a Committee on thoſe clauſes which required alteration. 

Mr. W. SMITH wiſhed to know what difference there was in 
ſubſtance berween recommitting the bill generally, and in the man- 
ner now propoſed ? 

Mr. SPEAKER ſtated, that the object was to afford an opportu- 
nity of diſcuſſing the new clauſes, leaving the body of the bill, as it 
ſtood before, open to amendments ; but that to recommit it generally 
would have the effect of rendering the labours of the former Com- 
mittee unavailing. 

The queſtion was put on Mr. Chancellor Pitt's motion, and the 
Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT propofed a new clauſe, enacting, that 


1 who had children born in wedlock ſhould be entitled to 3 


deduction of their aſſeſſments in the following propoſitions : 


« Perfons poſſeſſed of 601. per year and under 400l. per year, 


to be entitled to a deduction of 51. per cent. 

« Ditto poſſeſſed of 400l. per year and under 1, oool. per year, 
41. per cent. 

Ditto poſſeſſed of 1,0001. per year, and under 5,000], per 
year, for ſuch children as were fix years of age, 31. per cent.; for 
fuch as were under fix years, 21. per cent. 

«© Ditto poſſeſſed of 5,0001. per year and upwards, for ſuch 
children as were fix years of abe, 21. per cent. ; for ſuch as were 
under fix years, 11. per cent.” 

Such deduQtions to be made by the Commiſſioners on ue of 
the circumſtances. 

Mr. W. SMITH admitted the deduQions were conſiderable, 
when compared to-thoſe under the aſſeſied taxes. It had been ob- 
ferved, that the exceptions ought not to extend to perſons having 
large incomes; this objection he confidered unfounded ; for perſons 
of large incomes were not to be conſidered as compared with per- 
fons who had ſmall ones, but with perfons of the ſame incomes with 
themfelves. Thus it would be highly unjuſt that a man of 5,000], 
2 year, who had a large family, ſhould pay preciſely the ſame ſum 
as à man of 5,000l. a year, who had no family at all. With re- 


- ſpeQ to the alteration for children under fix ycars, he thought it 


Hardly worth while to introduce. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the alteration he had thought neceſ- 
fary was, that with regard to perſons' above 1,000]. a year, there 
fhould be a diſtinction as to the ages of their children. It was 


evident, that to perſons under a certain income, the expence of 


children was a material confideration, while to others above that 
income it was ſcarce any thing. What he had propoſed appeared 
to be the faireſt poſſible diſtinction; he thought it ought to ap- 
ply neither to perſons of above 1, oool. a year, nor under that 
ſum. 

An amendment was moved and adopted, that the clauſe ſhould 
not apply, unleſs where ſuch children were principally maintained 
by the parent. 

Mr. JONES aſked the it applied to manufacturers who 
employed their children ? 

To which Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that the Commiſ- 
ſioners would ſettle, whether it was ſuch an employment as pre- 
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vented ſuch children being conſidered as principally maintained by 
their father. 

The clauſe thus amended was agreed to. : 

The clauſe for allowing the Surveyor (in caſe he was difſatisfied 
with a perſon's ſtatement of income, and required a ſchedule, and 
the Commiſſioners, upon inquiry, thought it unneceſſary) to apply 
to Commiſſioners of Appeal for an order to the firſt Commiſſioners 
to re-examine the matter in diſpute between the party and the Sur- 
veyor, was, after a converſation between Mr. Chancellor Pitt, Mr. 
Shawe Lefevre, Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor Generals, and Mr. 
Tierney, agreed to. | | 

Several other clauſes were added to the bill. 

The clauſes being all gone through, the report was brought up, 
and ordered to be received to-morrow. 
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Saturday, December 29. 


— 
. Ep FR: 
oy 3 — 3 


Mr. JOHN SMITH brought up the report of the Committee 
ef yeſterday for amendments in the body, and for receiving new 
clauſes to the income bill. The amendments were al! read and 
agreed to, and a number of new clauſes were propoſed by Mr. 
Chancellor Pitt, and adopted by the Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he was deſired by a number of noblemen 
and gentlemen of extenſive poſſeſſions to aſk leave of the Houſe to 
bring up a clauſe for allowing them to deduct from their income be- 
fore it be made chargeable by this bill, the allowance they made to 
their agents for managing their eſtates. He did not mean Rewards, 
but perſons who were neceffarily employed in the management of 
their eſtates. Theſe were not to be conſidered as perſons employed 
out of parade, oſtentation or indolence of the owners of the land, 
but were perſons abſolutely neceſſary for the management of eſtates 
where the poſſeſſions were extenſive. Suppoſing, for inſtance, a 

man of fortune who had one eſtate at Berwick and another at Exeter, 
it would be impoſſible for ſuch a perſon to attend to the manage- 
ment of both at once ; he was, therefore, under the neceffity of 
employing an agent. Bankers were allowed to deduct the ſalaries 
of clerks under the head of expences of management, and it ſeemed 
but reaſonable that the neceſſary expences of management of land 
ſhould have the ſame allowance. | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T was decidedly of opinion, that the caſes 
of the banker and the great land owner in the expence of the ma- 
nagement of their affairs was not at all parallel; that, generally 
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fpeaking, if a man did not ehuſe to manage his eſtate himſelf, he 
was not, upon public principles, an object of indulgeance, ſo as to 
be excuſe from any part of the public burdens on that account. 
He added alſo, that the more extenſive a man's eſtates were, the 
Jeſs reaſon he had to complain of this or any other impoſt. 

There being no other clauſes offered, the queſtion was put, that 
the bill be engroſſed? 

Mr. JONES ſaid that this bill comprehended every deſcription 
of perſons in this country, and as it was a matter of ſuch intricacy, 
and of ſo much importance, he hoped time would be allowed be- 
tween this and the third reading ; it ought to have a full, free, and 
fair conſideration after all theſe clauſes were brought in, which, by 
Monday next, he was ſure was quite impoſſible. 

Mr. SPEAKER reminded the honourable Member there was 
no motion for the third reading before the Houſe. The motion 
was, That the bill with the amendments be engroſſed. 

The queſtion being put and carried, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that this bill be read a third 
time on Monday next, if then engroſſed. 

Mr. JONES obſerved, that if the right honourable gentleman 
ſaid it muſt be ſo, there was an end of it; but he really felt it to 
be quite impoſſible to underſtand the clauſes produced to-day, by 
the time now propoſed for the third reading. What would the 
inconvenience of a few days be, compared to the advantage of a 
full deliberation upon this ſubject? Let the one be but balanced 
againſt the other, and it would ſoon appear what courſe ought to be 
taken. He would aſk, whether a bill, comprehending every de- 
ſcription of perſons in this country, ſhould be read a third time in 
a day or two after ſo many material alterations had been made in 


it; or, whether it would not be better that every Member in the 


houſe ſhould have an opportunity of underſtanding it? And, whe- 


ther it was poſſible for Members to underſtand a bill in which there 


were forty or fifty clauſes which none of them had ever read? 


For that was the caſe in the preſent inſtance. He, therefore, in- 


treated the Chancellor of the Exchequer to allow the third reading 
to be deferred until Wedneſday. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that this bill had Sh more 


ample deliberation and frequent diſcuſſion than any other meaſure 


he ever knew preſented to that Houſe, He ſaw no reaſon for any 
farther delay, eſpecially as he had no hope that there would be 2 
fuller attendance on Wedneſday than on Monday next. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the new clauſes added to the bill 
were not at preſent underſtood by the Houſe ; it was impoſlible they 
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ſhould, and he thought that ſome allowance ought to be made on 
that account. The right honourable gentleman ſeemed to conceive 
that the clauſes produced to-day did not materially alter the provi- 
ions of the bill. Now on the contrary, they did appear to him 
to be clauſes materially altering the proviſions of the bill. He 
agreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, there was no better 
hope for a full attendance on Wedneſday than on Monday. He 
was ſorry to ſay that Members of that Houſe neglected their duty 
in not attending; it was a negligence that was diſgraceful to them, 
and he begged to be underſtood, as making no diſtinction in what 
he was now ſaving, but that he was applying it to both ſides of the 
Houſe. He had it now in his power to put an end to the farther 
progreſs of this Vill for the preſent, for there were not preſent Mem- 
bers ſufficient to conſtitute a Houſe; if he deſired that they be 
counted, an adjournment would: be the effect of it; but this he 
would not do, becauſe it would appear to be an invidious thing. 
This, however, is in the power of any Member of the Houſe to do 
at any time when there were not forty Members preſent. That 
had frequently been the caſe in the courſe of the diſcuſſion of the 
preſent bill; and to ſpeak plainly at once, he thought it a ſcanda- 
lous thing that a bill of this importance ſhould have been diſcuſſed 
when it was fo often in the power of any one Member, who proba- 
bly might not have attended to any thing that had been paſling, to 
put a ſtop to the progreſs of the bill ; and yet ſuch might have 
been the caſe frequently, and fuch it might be at this moment. He 
did not think this the right courſe of proceeding upon grave and 
important meaſures in chat Houſe. He did not indeed. If he 
did not find himſelf able to underſtand the bill as it now ſtood, 
after attending in every ſtage in the moſt minute detail, what muſt 
be the caſe of all thoſe Members who had been out of town tor the 
aſt week at leaſt? How could thoſe Members who were wavering 
in ſentiments, whether they ought to vote for this meaſure, or 
againſt it altogether, make up their minds by Monday, ſo as to be 
enabled to give any conſcientious vote whatever upon the ſubject ? 
He knew there were many wavering upon the queſtion altogether, 
whether they ſhould adopt it as a matter of neceflity to fupport the 


State, or whether they ſhould reject it as hoſtile to the Conſtitution. 


Now if theſe Members, after they had attended the diſcuſſions of 
former parts of the bill, were wavering in their opinion, what muſt 
they be now, after the introduction of ſv many clauſes, upon which 
there had been no diſcuſſion whatever; and which might be ſaid 
to have opened the queſtion again: for much might yet be ſaid on 


the ſubject * He thought therefore, really, for the decency of the 
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proceedings of the Houſe, after ſo many material alterations had 
taken place ſince the laſt diſcuſſion, that time ſhould be allowed to 
prepare for another. The difference between Monday and Wed- 
neſday would not be very material as to the progreſs of the bill, 
though it might be much ſo to the preparations of ſome of the 
Members of the Houſe, who might be deſirous of delivering their 
ſentiments upon it. He ſhould therefore hope that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman would not object to the third reading being de- 
ferred to Wedneſday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaw no reaſon whatever for poſtponing 
to Wedneſday that which might more conveniently be brought for- 
ward on Monday, unleſs a fuller attendance was likely to take place 
on Wedneſday than on the Monday, of which he entertained no 
hope, and therefore he muſt perſiſt in his motion. 


Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE thought the bill could not conve- - | 


niently be delayed any farther in that Houſe. 
Ordered that this bill be read a third time on Monday next, if 
then engraſſed. 


Monday, December 31. 


Sir FRANCIS BURDETT ſtated to the Houſe, that on 
Saturday laſt he had converſed with Colonel Deſpard on the ſub- 
ject of the late ſtatements made in the Houſe reſpecting the treat- 
ment of the perſons confined under the Habezs- Corpus Suſpenſion 
Act, and alſo concerning the Letter publiſhed by Mrs. Deſpard. 
The reſult of that converſation proved to him the truth of every 
tittle contained in her Letter; and he had no doubt he ſhould be 
able to induce the Houſe to adopt the ſame ſentiment : at preſent le 
ſhould only give notice of his intention to move, as ſoon after the 
holidays as poſſible, for any inquiry into the ſtate of the priſons ; 
and the treatment of the priſoners confined by Government on ſuſ- 
picion of treaſon. | | 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that on the adjourned queſtion relative 


to a report that appeared on Wedneſday laſt in The Times, of a 


converſation which took place in the Houſe on the Saturday preced- 
ing, it was his deſire that the order be diſcharged. This he did 
becauſe he was well aſſured that the editor of that paper did not wiſh 
to give an inaccurate account of what had paſſed in the Houſe, 
and he had good reaſon to believe that the account was ſent to the 
editor by ſome perſon whoſe object was to miſrepreſent what had 
happened, but which perſon, he feared, he ſhould never be able to 


bring forward, and to render reſponſible for what he had done. In- 
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deed he muſt repeat what he had ſaid already, that the proprietors 
and editors of papers having no intereſt whatever in miſrepreſenting 
what they heard in that Houſe, but, on the contrary, a direct and 
conſiderable intereſt in the accuracy of the accounts they gave, he 


could not conceive how they could deſignedly miſrepreſent any thing. | 


The Houſe, however, knew very well that ſome inaccuracies muſt 
be inſeparable from ſuch an haſty publication as a newſpaper was; 
but he was really bound to believe they were not intentionally made 
vehicles of miſrepreſentation. He ſaid this of the reports of the 

ewſpapers in general ; but, when an account was brought to a newſ- 
paper ſeveral days after the occurrence took place, and was inſerted 
as an advertiſement, the caſe was different, and there the intention 
of the miſrepreſentation was manifeſt, and the evil was greater too 
than if it appeared the day following the date; for in the one: caſe 
the error was likely to be detected by comparing one paper with 
another ; but, when it was publiſhed ſeveral days afterwards, that 
advantage was loſt, There was no reaſon, however, in this caſe 
to impute to the editor of The Times any deſign to miſrepreſent what 
had taken place in the Houſe ; and, as it was clear that ſomebody 
brought the account, and paid for it as an advertiſement, and alfo, 
as he could not bring forward the. author, it would be unjuſt to call 
upon the Houſe to cenſure the editor. 


He then moved, That the order of the day, to reſume the debate 


upon the paper of The Times of Wedneſday laſt, be read, Which 
being done, he moved, That that order be diſcharged. 
The queſtion being put, 


Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR obſerved, that the honourable 


gentleman who brought this matter forward might act as he thought 


proper, either to call for, or to deſire to withdraw, the attention of 
the Houſe from the matter now before it, and ſo far as it regarded 
the perſonal feeling of the honourable gentleman, no perſon had a 
right to judge upon the matter but himſelf ; but when this ſubject 
came before the Houſe, he would ſay, without any diſrepe& what- 
ever to the honourable gentleman, his feeling upon the matter was 
by far the leaſt conſiderable part of it. This diſtinction, was not 
much entered into when this ſubje& was firſt introduced to the no- 
tice of the Houſe ; but now that it came before the Houſe, he ſhould 
conſider the queſtion of a breach of privilege of that Houſe upon 
its broad principle as it affected the State, and not as a narrow queſ- 
tion of perſonal feeling. The nature of the queſtion was the ſame 
whatever accident had brought it before the Houſe, or whatever 
connivance might be imputed towards the Houſe with regard to the 
Publiſhing reports of its proceedings ; and therefore he ſhould pro- 
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ceed on the queſtion itſelf, without regard to the mode in which it 
had been brought forward to the notice of the Houſe. 
To proceed on an offence againſt the honourable gentleman who 


had complained of it, and to treat it as an act of guilt, as a libel - 


upon that honourable gentleman, without taking notice of it as a 
breach of the privilege of that Houſe, coulo not be regularly done. 
To treat it with ſeverity at once in the perſon of the offender, was 
what he would not recommend, not only becauſe there were other 
accounts of debates in which the name of the ſame honourable gen- 
tleman occurred, in which aſperſions of the moſt malignant and ve. 
nomous kind were poured forth, and which had hitherto paſſed in 
flence, but alſo becauſe he thought it would be hardly fair now that 
they had a particular individual before them and in their power, 
proceeding to extremity with him in the firſt inſtance, and, as it 
were, on a ſudden, and without notice. There were many inſtances 


of crimes in which the offender was not puniſhed to the utmoſt ri- 


gaur in the firſt inſtance ; in the caſe of a highway robbery the law 
was to be pronounced at once, but not fo in offences of inferior 
degree, and in ſome caſes where the complexion of the thing was 


uncertain, where the intention of the party was doubtful, then he 


could not hink of calling for the vengeance of the law. So in 
this caſe, although the thing itſelf was clear enough it was decid«dly 
illegal, yet as ſome perſuns might have been led to think that the 
opinion of the Legiſlature upon the propriery of conniving at the 
matter was altered, and that ſuch connivance to a certain degree 
warranted the practice, and therefore thuſe who ated, huwever 
erroneouſly, on that opinion, had a claim, if not upon the juſtice, 
yet on the generofity of the Houſe. But it would be dangerous to 
indulge any diſpoſition to lenity in the ſecond inſtance, for that led 
to a repetition of the argument by which the practice was attempted 
to be ſupported ;* for if the connivance of yeſterday be a reaſon for 
to day, to- morrow the reaſon will be ſtronger than it is now, and 
indulgence will give birth to the aſſumption of right; and thus the 
Houſe, if they did determine upon the firſt caſe that came before it, 
would ſoon be debarred from vindieating, without the in putation 
of harſhneſs, its own privilege. He thought that the conduct of 
the Houfe would have been rigid, if it was to proceed to extremity 
on this ſudden occaſion ; but he thought that an end ought to be 
put to that relaxation of duty by which the reporters cf newipapers 
had been permitted to publiſh their procec dings; for it was a groW- 
ing c\i]: and afier having had f-ir warnirg, thev v“ uld no! have 
any reaſon to complain, for they ought to be tanaht that there is 
to be an end of the practice of detailing the proceedings of the 
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Houſe ; and although they could not paſs over altogether the caſe 
of the perſon now before them, but they muſt cenſure his eonduct 
in this firſt inſtance of their notice, yet, if any one ſhould hereafter 
offend, he ſhould be treated with greater ſeverity. 


DEBATES. = 


Perhaps he felt more ſtrongly than others the effect of this prac- 


tice of reporting the proccedings of the Houſe, and therefore was 
more ready than others to call for a remedy for the evil of relaxa- 
tion of the duty of the Houſe, it being only from that relaxation that 
ſuch a practice could poſſibly ariſe. He knew a great number of 
perſons who held all theſe things extremely cheap, and made very 
light of them; and therefore would be very ready to look with 
compaſſionate feelings towards any perſon who became the object 
of the reſentment of the Houſe for publiſhing any of its proceedings 
—who would ſmile at all theſe irregularities as trifles below the 
orave attention of a Houſe of Parliament. He had no great re- 
ſpect for that fort of wiſdom in itſelf. He knew how things appa- 
rently trivial in their nature, produced prodigious effects. He felt 
that it was to things in their appearance trivial at firſt ſight, was 
owing the downfal of France. Things of a trivial nature were 
paſſed by as unworthy of notice, and, in leſs than twelve months 
afterwards, there tumbled a whole kingdom into a heap of ruins, 
and with its fall there appeared calamities which no mortal, not 
bereft of the feelings of humanity, ever yet beheld without horror. 
He therefore wiſhed not to poſfeſs that ſpecies of philoſophy which 
tcaches to deſpiſe trifling things, however connected they may be 


with great ones: on the contrary, he ſaw great things arifing out of 


thoſe that were apparently little. Indeed, the hola ſyſtem of hu- 
man nature ſhewed how attentive we ought to be to thoſe things 
tha are commonly called trifles, fince the exiſtence of human life 
frequently depended upon them. If therefore this doctrine was 
app!icable to the ſafety of the human frame, how could it be other- 
wile with regard to human inſtitutions ? 

He thought the practice that, had prevailed now for a conſidera- 
ble number ot „ears was calculated to produce very ſerious conſe- 
quences ; for the general tendency of publifhing the proceedings of 
that Houſe was to change the Government from that of a Repreſen- 
tative, as it ſtood now, to an entirely Democratic Government. But 
to te a conſideration of two things, a Democratic Government 
en'irclv, and that of a Repreſentative one, ſuch as ours was at pre- 
ſen!, ler us take a view of what was urged by ſome as the deſirable 
perfection of our ſyſtem, and what never, in fact, exiſted in the 
world —that all the people were actually repreſented, as well as vir- 
tually, and then let us ſee what the effect would be of publiſhing 
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the proceedings of Parliament daily to all the people. What would 
be the natural effect of ſuch publication? It muſt be that of chang. 
ing the preſent form of Government, and of making it a Demo- 
eratieal Government. That would in time be the inevitable con- 
ſequence of ſuch publications, for it was a daily appeal to the 
Public; it was calling every day on the Public to judge of the pro- 
ceedings of Parliament—by theſe daily publications the people were 
taught to look upon themſelves as preſent at the diſcuſſion of all the 
proceedings of Parliament, and fitting in judgement on them. This 
might be a very good and a very wiſe change when effeQed ; but that 
he was not now arguing ; he was only ſhewing that this change 
would be the conſequence of the practice to which he had alluded, 
The change of the preſent Government of the Country into a De- 
mocratical Government, might be very good in the opinion of 
fome ; but certainly none would diſpute it was a very great and ma- 
terial change—that it would be a materia} change, the proceedings 
of this day illuſtrated. How came this practice of reporting the 
proceedings of Parliament into being? It was not much above 
twenty years ago when it was firſt tolerated. Some of the prede- 
ceſſors of the Speaker now in the chair (Mr. Cuſt or Mr. Onflow 
for inſtance) would have been a gbd deal ſurpriſed that a practice 
of this kind was to be at all debated in the Houſe of Commons, 
Either of them would have called forth, not the diſcuſſion, but im- 
mediate authority of the Houſe, to take into cuſtody any perſon 
who had preſumed to publiſh any of its proceedings; but now it 
ſeemed the Houſe was not to do this: the printer, poor innocent! 
had no evil intention ; and therefore the motion, although involv- 
ing a breach of privilege of that Houſe, was to be withdrawn—this 
was very modern, and he would take leave to ſay, very miſchievous 
doctrine. There would have been no difficulty about it formerly: 
gentlemen might ſay, there was no more difficulty now than there 
was formerly about ſhutting up the gallery : he was of another 
opinion ; if the Houſe ſhewed a diſpoſition for yielding any point, 
its authority might, indeed, be made uſe of to. deſtroy itſelf, for the 
connivance of the Houſe had been abuſed, and ſo might its mild- 
neſs; paſſing over ſuch a breach of privilege after complaint made, 
would be an act of the Houſe ; it would have its authority; that 
authority would be quoted in anſwer to any complaint of another 
breach of privilege : thus the authority of the Houſe would be made 
to deſtroy itſelf. "This, however, was not viewing the point in its 
worſt colours. The Houſe might protect itſelf at any time, when 
a breach of its privileges came before it; but this was an abuſe of 
the Conſtitution, and led to that condition of things in which there 
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would be no room for prudence to conduct us - when the queſtion 
would be, not for a Reform, but a Revolution. He ſhould, for 
one, wiſh to ſee the Houſe revert to the praQice of times, when we 
had a Conſtitution that was worth ſomething ; that was, when the 
Houſe of Commons had before it any proof of a breach of its pri- 


vilege, the Houſe would at once vindicate its own dignity. The 


Houſe ſhould now follow the ſame plan as they did formerly, unleſs 
it was clear that any other was better, which he had not yet heard 
aſſerted, much leſs to be argued—He had not heard it yet alledged, 


that the modern was ſuperior to the ancient praQtice in this particu- 


lar. But to go back to the conſideration that really ought to guide 
the Houſe, to conſider the effect of this practice in a diſtinct point 
of view; the principle on which the Houſe proceeded in ſome 
things, was, that what paſſed in the Houſe would not paſs out of 
the Houſe, except what any Member might poſſibly relate to his 
friends. This could never be miſchievous, for, beſides the diſere- 
tion which would generally guide the conduct of a Member of the 
Houſe, and would keep him from repeating any thing that might be 
of an inflammatory tendency, it muſt be confined to a few hearers, 
and thoſe above the lower elaſſes of ſociety, therefore the leſs eaſily 
fainted in their principles. But under the practice of reporting in 
the newſpapers every thing that was faid in that Houſe, and which 
could not be ſaid with ſafety any where elſe, was under the cover 
and authority of Parliament, and by this legerdemain of © reporting” 
{ſcattered all over this kingdom, ſo that the moſt rank ſedition that 
ever was yet thought of was not to be confined to the hearing of the 
Houſe, and where the education and condition of the hearers would 
ſhield them from its influence, but was made public to all degrees 
and conditions of human beings, and that was publiſhed with the 
authority of a Member of Parliament,. as a report of what was 
laid, which could not any where elſe be publiſhed as an original 
work. Such things appeared to him to be monſtrous. If any body 
were to aſk him what he thought was the cauſe of that dreadful 
mutiny laſt year, which ſo reaſonably alarmed every good man, and 
which, but for the wiſe precautions and vigorous exertions of Go- 
vernment, would ſoon have reduced this country to nothing, he 
would have ſaid, it was the daily publication of the Debates of that 
Houſe more than any thing elſe that could poſſibly produce it. He 
was not blaming gentlemen, or complaining of gentlemen, for ſay- 
ing the war was unjuſt and unneceffary ; if they thought fo, they 
were right in ſo ſaying. But was it a deſirable thing that the Public 
at large ſhould from day to day, that the lower claſſes of the com- 
munxy from one end of the kingdom to the other, ſhould be told ſo? 
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472 PARLIAMENTARY 
That the ſailors and the ſoldiers ſhould be told that they were 


[ Commons, 


fighting againſt Juſtice and againſt the Liberty of Mankind; that 
they were the tools of Deſpotic Power; that their blood was ſheg, 


their lives taken or ſacrificed to the folly or the wickedneſs of thoſe 
by whom they were governed ?—and all this coming from men of 
great weight from their talents, and in many reſpects of great eredit 
in this country. Suppoſing all this language to be proper, he was 
ſaving that the effect of it muſt neceſſarily be dreadful to the com- 
munity in which we live. It was then a queſtion, Whether the 
Houſe was juſtified in allowing to exiſt a cauſe which produced that 
effect, and that cauſe, too, ariſing out of a breach of the privilege of 
the Houſe * It might be ſaid, he knew, that this was anſwered by 
the publication of the doctrine maintained on the other fide. This 
did not ſatisfy his mind. Ir led to a queſtion that was too long for 
diſcuſſion in that Houſe upon the preſent occaſion, and opened a 
view into the general theme of political inſtitution, and the means 
of diffuſing throughout the world all ſpecies of political inſtruction. 
And here there was to be dreaded a double miſrepreſentation—the 
miſrepreſentation of the abuſe, and the miſrepreſentation of the de- 
fence of Government; and therefore he who objected to the publi- 
cation of either could hardly be ſaid to be contented with the publi- 
cation of both. Yet, if all this was only addreſſed to perſons of 
great judgement, perhaps, he ſhould not object to it ;—but that 
was by no means the caſe ; for the great maſs of the readers of 


newſpapers were not the moſt diſcerning claſs of ſocietv, nor vas 


it to be expected they ſhould be fo, for the advertiſements and other 
articles of which a newſpaper was compoſed were often intereſting 
chiefly to the lower orders of the community. They were for this 
very reaſon carried every where, read every where, by perſons of very 
inferior capacities, and in common alehouſes and places frequented 
chiefly by thoſe who were leaſt of all accuſtomed to reflexion, or to 
any great mental efforts. Gentlemen might ſay, and he knew 
many who were very fond of ſaying, ** Let all perſons be alloved 
&« to judge for themſelves.” This ſounded pretty well; but it was 
a mere ſound. Mankind had never yet been in circumſtances that 
enabled the maſs of them to judge correctly of anv thing that re- 


' quired much mental exertion Condemned as they were to labour 


of body, it had not yet been practicable for them to judge correctly 
of abſtruſe queſtions ; and he knew of none that were more fo, than 


ſuch as aroſe out of the complication of political affairs. The people 


at large were entitled to juſtice; they were entitled to every favour 
that could be ſhewn to them conſiſtently with their own ſafety, on 
which depended their own happineſs; they were entitled to every 
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advantage they could poſſibly be capable of enjoying, as much as the 
proudeſt perſon in the ſtate; but they had not education to enable 
them to judge of political affairs. Thoſe were not their beſt friends 
who told them otherwiſe. If any gentlemen who heard him 
| doubted this, he would aſk them, whether they were in the habit 


of calling in their gardeners and their grooms to give their opinions. 


upon political affairs? He knew they would do ſo when they met 
in large bodies, and made up the bulk of a gentleman's conſtituents, 
eſpecially when their opinions were to be followed up by their votes; 
for then the cajoling arts of the true demagogue were put in prae- 
tice, and then was the multitude tempted, as the Devil tempted Eve, 
by telling them they had all forts of perfection. After reflecting 
upon this, he hoped gentlemen would not be fo ready to talk of the 
competency of the multitude to form correct opinions upon political 
affairs. But it might be ſazd, that if the reports of the newſpapers 
were ſtopped, ſome means would be found to circulate ſentiments 
againſt Government, and that they would be more injurious to the 
public than theſe ; that ſomething like Paine's Rights of Man 
would go forth. Such publications were circulated certainly, and 
they did very conſiderable miſchief; but they could not poſſibly 
have the effect of the newſpapers, becauſe as the circulation of them 
was attended with contiderable expence, it could not be ſo extenſive 
as the newſpapers are, and therefore not ſuch an evil; nor were 
they ſo conſtant. It might be ſaid, that by the publication of the 
debates of Parliament, the bane and antidote go both together. 
He did not think that ſuch had hitherto been the effect of the pub- 
lication of the debates, and he knew of nothing fo likely to guide 
the judgement rightly as experience. In fact, the practice of re- 
porting debates for the laſt fifteen or ſixteen years, or for ſome years 
more, had contributed more to the evils of which many had com- 
plained of over the country, than any other practice he had heard 
of in that time; it was an evil in its nature; it was an inflamma- 
tory information at the beſt ; it kindled over again, and ſpread all 
over the country, that heat among the lower elaſſes, which was 
ſometimes deprecated, even in that Houſe, as being likely to miſ- 
lead thoſe who poſſeſſed the beſt means of forming correct judge- 
ments. Such were the evils of teaching the lower elaſſes of the 
community that they were politicians. Now if theſe were his ideas 
on the general efteas of this practice, how did the cafe ſtand upon 
particular points that were to be conſidered incidentally ? It was a 
Practice that ſtruck. directly at the dignity of the Houſes; What 


Vas to be the character of that Houſe in the eye of the publie, if 


what paſſed i in it was not omy to be reported 1 in the n but 
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4 deſcription was to be given alſo of the tone, manner, and action 
of each Member, like that of a criticiſm upon another deſcription of 
perſons, of whom he had no diſpoſition to ſpeak contumeliouſſy, but 
of whom it was no diſparagement to ſay, they were more adapted 
than the ſcnate for public entertainment—he meant perſons who 


were called actors. What was to become of the dignity of that 
Houſe, he would afk, if the manners and geſtures, and tone and ac- 


tion of each Member, were to be ſubject to the licenſe, the abuſe, 
the ribaldry of newſpapers ? There were but two remedies for 
this, as the practice now was, either for a Member to condeſcend 
to an altercation in the newſpapers, with thoſe who ridiculed him, 
or, what was the common caſe, to fit down tamely under it: really, 
unleſs the Houſe thought it worth while to ſupport its own dignity 
better, it hardly deſerved better uſage. But they would do well to 
take notice, what the effect might in time be of this ill-judged good 
nature. They might fall in the public eſtimation, as did another 
Aſſembly in another country, who ſoon felt the effect of letting 
ſtrangers into their galleries, under the pretence, that the proceedings 
of the repreſentative body ſhould be open, and that no part of the 
people ſhould be excluded from hearing it ; the rabble of Paris, by 
bribcry, and other deſpicable practices, got into the galleries, and 
their preſence ſoon put an end to the repreſentation of the country ; 
it was ſoon turned into the mere femblance of a repreſentation of 


that country. If that Houſe was to give up its privilege, merely 
becauſe it had for a while connived at the abuſe of it; if the Houſe 


was to be faid to have the power of ſtopping up the footpath, and 


vet would not exclude a fingle paſſenger, he would have nuthing 
farther to ſay. Gentlemen might talk of the matter as lightly as 


they pleaſed ; but, unleſs they vindicated their privileges now, they 
might feel the effect of an iil-judged lenity. But he ſhould leave 
this point now, and go back again to another evil, of which he had 
| before complained, namely, that ſuffering newſpapers to publiſh 
reports of their proceedings, would be allowing the evil itſelf to in- 
creaſe every day, for that very ſufferance had of itſelf given oecaſion 
for the multiplication of public prints. The practice of publiſhing 
debates was an appeal from the repreſentative body, to the people at 
large out of doors, of all orders, from the higheſt to the Joweſt. 
That newſpaper writers were not the beſt judges of political affairs 
he conſidered as an undiſputed point—to ſay nothing of their inte- 
grity—and this he conceived alſo to be an important point, That 
a great many of theſe newſpapers were brought into exiſtence, and 


nouriſhed: by debates in Parliament, was alſo a clear point; for he 


knew, that when there was a complaint made againſt a printer in the 
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year 1771, his plea was, that if the Houſe took away from him 
the power of publiſhing the debates of that Houſe, they would take 


Dre. 31.] 


away from him his bread. The Houſe, if it allowed theſe debates 
to be continued, would put in action a poifon which was circulated 
every twenty-four hours, and ſpread its venom down to the ex- 
tremity of the kingdom. What, in the courſe of a very few years, 
was likely to be the effect of ſuch a practice; into what hands 
newſpapers would fall, whether they were likely to be friendly to 
good morals in future, from the ſpecimen we had ſeen of them of 
late years, were points into which he would not now inquire. The 
queſtion was not only whom theſe papers would find out, but alſo 
who would find out theſe papers, what ſort of talents the owners of 
them were likely to poſſeſs, or, what was a larger queſtion, what fort 
of talents thoſe who were owners of papers might employ to write 
for them, were all of them points well worthy of the ſpeculation of 
the Houſe. Before they allowed newſpapers to detail their pro- 
ccedings, they would do well to confider how thoſe who wrote for 
newſpapers in general had contributed to the overthrow of the dif- 
ferent Governments of the world, which had been lately overturned, 
and employed in cauſing ſo many inſurrections as had lately ren- 
dered ſo much of the habitable globe uneaſy. How much of the 
falents of thoſe who wrote for newſpapers had been employed in 
ſcattering poiſon wherever they could; in bringing virtue into diſ- 
credit, by-telling the people every where that thoſe who profeſſed 
it, and who ought to poſſeſs it, and who in general did poſſeſs 
virtue, had no virtue whatever, by teaching the ignorant and the cre- 
dulous to deſpiſe every man and every meaſure that was reſpectable. 
Such were the efforts, generally ſpeaking, of thoſe who wrote for 
newſpapers. He felt this ſo forcibly, that he confeſſed he never 
law any man of a low condition with a newſpaper in his hand, and 
who rcad any of it, without comparing him to a man who was 
ſwallowing poiſon under the hope of improving his health. He 
was not to be led away with any notions that might be entertained 
by ſome perſons concerning the Liberty of the Preſs. Before any 
good could be done by the diſcuſſion of political ſubje&s in newſ- 
papers, the capacity of the people ought to be enlarged. /T hefe were 
only a few of the objections which he ſelt to the publication of par- 
lamentary proceedings in newſpapers. It leſſened the dignity of 
tne Houſe of Commons; it put the Members of it in a ſituation 
in which they ought not to ſtand ; it fomented diſeontents through- 
out the nation ; it multiplied nothing, or very rarely any thing, but 
that ſpecies of information which was deſtruQive to every good 
principle, and was-hoſtile to the character of every public man, or 
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individual in whom public truſt was repoſed. It produced alfo the 


[ Commoxs. 


inconvenience of which the honourable gentleman who made this 


motion, but for reaſons he could not well underſtand, wiſhed to 
withdraw it, complaihcd; but that was its leaſt evil. But as the 


Houſe had now the opportunity, (which by the way had been well 


to have occurred ſooner,) it ought not to be luſt ; the character of 


the Houſe ought to be vindicated, and the advantage of the Public 


' ought to be regarded. What courſe the Houſe would take was not 
for him, but for others, to determine. He had no motion higgſelf 


to make; he left every thing open to the Houſe. H was defirous 
of delivering his ſentiments on this ſubject, becauſe the - occaſion 
which offered was not frequent, although the occaſion which called 
for the animadverſion and decifion of the Houſe was much too fre- 
quent; and this not becauſe gentlemen did not know, but becauſe 
they chuſe to abandon their privileges. He had declared his opinion 


on this practice of newſpaper reporting. The Houſe would judge 


of what was right to be done. He did not with to ſay any thing 
more, whether the Houſe ought now to come to a deciſion of either 
confirming the old practice of prohibition, or of favouring the re- 


laxation of very modern times. He had now no other duty to diſ- 


charge to that Houſe, except returning thanks for the indulgence 
with which he had been heard upon this occaſion, 


Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that he did not riſe to interrupt 


what ſecmed to be the general diſpoſition of the Houfe for with- 
drawing the complaint now under conſideration, but he wiſhed to 
ſtate diſtinctly his reaſons for what he had ſaid a few days ago re- 
ſpecting the miſrepreſentation of the ſpeeches' of Members. The 
object which he had in view was to remedy the evil which aroſe 
from the miſrepreſentation of what was ſaid and done in Parliament, 
'but he differed from the right honourable gentleman below him 
(the Secretary at War) upon the general argument reſpecting the 
publicity of the proceedings of the Houſe. He was not againſt the 
praQice in itſelf, provided a fair ſtatement could be given, nor did 
he ſee that any ſuch miſchievous conſequences as had been ſuppoſed 
could reſult from it. He could not think that there would be any 
change in the nature of the Government. Neither did he think 
that the ſpirit of a repreſentative Conſtitution at all required that 
the people ſhould never inquire into the conduct of their repreſenta- 
tive till the period for which he was choſen expired, and they Were 
to proceed to a new election. It was the duty of elt Cors to watch 
the conduct of their repreſentative. The evils arifing from miſre- 
_ preſentation of the proceedings of Parliament certoinly were of a 
ferious nature, but he did not think that, with all their malignancy» 
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thev had yet been productive of the miſchief which they might oc- 
calon. There never was a period where the people of this country 
were more attached to their Conſtitution, or where the Houſe of 
Commons was more juſtly held in honour. That in general all 
publication of the proceedings of the Houſe was dangerous and im- 
proper, he would not ſay. Particular occaſions there might be, 
\ where the delicacy and importance of a queſtion might render it 


proper to withhold the allowance, which in ordinary caſes might be 


granted. Admitting, then, the miſchicts of miſrepreſentations, he 
did not think that the practice itſelf was ſo dangerous or intolerable 
as the right honourahle gentleman had contended. The Houſe in 
conniving at the pradice, ought to reſerve its power of control, and 
exerciſe its ſound diſcretion as to the occaſions when it might relax 
in the rigour of its orders. So much he thought neceſſary to ſay, 
to correct any miſtake that might ariſe from what he had faid on a 
former night, as if he was decidedly againſt cvery ſpecies of publi- 
cation of the ſpeeches and proceedings in Parliament. There was 
another point on which he muſt ſay a few words. There were 
ſome reports which, though contradicted, were apt to be revived, 
and like ghoſts to walk abroad, till at laſt it was very difficult to 
lay them. The other night, when the honourable gentleman made 
the preſent complaint, he ſaid that the article muſt have been ſent 
and paid for by ſome individual. The report of this debate in one 
of the papers made him (Mr. Wilberforce) take that imputation to 
himſelf without contradiQting it; whereas, he never did underſtand 
or ſuppoſe that he was the perſon alluded to, He thought that the 
preſent, however, was not the moment to enter into a conteſt about 
the particular ſubjeas of complaint which exiſted. He hoped that 
the manner in which the affair had been taken up, would operate as 
a warning in future to thoſe concerned, and ſhow that, whether in 
miſrepreſentation of ſpeeches and proceedings in Parliament, in com- 
ments on the conduct of Members, and on the Houſe at large, they 
were determined to vindicate their honour and their privileges ; that 
they were not aQuated by mere perſonal feelings, but influenced by 
a juſt regard for the dignity of the Houſe, and for the preſervation 
of the Conſtitution. | | 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS expreſſed his ſatisfaction that the 
motion had been made, which was now before the Houſe. . But 
He was of opinion that it muſt undergo a little proviſionary ſtep ; 
that is, that the order ſhould be diſcharged, with the leave of the 
Houſe. The only regular way, he believed, in which it could be 
done, was, for the honourable Member to aſk leave to withdraw 
the order, The motion he ſhould' certainly not oppoſe ; and in- 
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| Dre. 31 
deed when he had expreſſed a wiſh that the ſubject ſhould be ſtopped might re 
on the night when it was firſt mentioned, it was, becauſe he was own met 
deciſively of opinion, not from any perſonal feeling with reſpe& to Wl of other 
himſelf, not from what he ſuffered, but he was deciſively and con- of the pe 
ſcientioufly of opinion, that if a practice, which he ſhould mention their pe! 
to the Houſe, was allowed to continue, there would be an end almoſt for the p 


to the dignity and utility of their proceedings, The particular ſpe. 
cics of libel to which he adverted was the practice of Members of 
the Houſe becoming the libellers of the Houſe. © This was 2 
practice which (ſaid the right honourable gentleman) cannot, and, 
give me leave to ſay, ſhall not, go on. If no one elſe will take it 
up, I pledge myſelf that I will, the firſt opportunity that is fairly 
afforded me, bring the offence before the Houſe, by whom, in a 
regular manner, it can be tried; and if it ſhall be found to bea 
libel upon the Houſe by one of its own Members, ſomething muſt 
be done.” He did not mean, he ſtated, to dwell upon particular 
caſes ; but he muſt refer the Houſe to a celebrated club where ho- 
nourable gentlemen thought proper, without doing it in the Houſe, 
to go and libel the Houſe. That was the praQtice of which he 
complained ; a practice which could not be ſuffered to continue, 
and which, he repeated, ſhould not continue. He did not apply 
that obſervation to the honourable gentleman ; but, there was about 
the end of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament a ſpeech given in the papers, 
purporting to be the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman who had 
now come forward with a complaint of miſrepreſentation. The 
ſpeech to which he alluded began by congratulating the honourable 
gentleman's conſtituents that the Houſe of Commons was about to 
adjourn, If the gentleman's congratulation had been, that the 
Houſe was about to adjourn after a long and laborious ſeſſion, he 
ſhould not have had any reaſon to complain of it. But the ho- 
nourable gentleman would perhaps recolle& the words that imme- 
diately followed : he congratulated the conſtituents that the Houſe 
was about to adjourn, “ for he never heard of Parliament being 
ſummoned to meet for the diſpatch of buſineſs, but he conſidered 
that it was to meet for the diſpatch of him and his conſtituents.” 
In other words, that the Parliament was never aſſembled but for 
the purpoſe of bringing grievances upon the country. Obſerving, 
therefore, the practice of libelling the Houſe, he ſhould have been 
hurt to death to have brought a poor printer to the bar for puniſh- 
ment, while he was conſcious that he had flept for months, and not 
proud t before the conſideration of the Houſe ſuch a practice as 
that to v.1.ih he had alluded. He therefore hoped that what he 
1:4 {4 would be kept in Remembrance. The Houſe, indeed, 


hoped he 
return fc 
them fo! 
that the 
and the 
had befe 
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might reſt aſſured, that if it did not protect itſelf from libels by its 
own members, it would not be able to protect itſelf from the attacks 
of other perſons who were not its members. The repreſentatives 
of the people potlefſed peculiar privileges; they were protected in 
their perſons, they were allowed liberty of ſpeech ; but in return 
for the protection ſo given, for that liberty of ſpeech ſo guarded, he 
hoped he was not drawing an unfair coneluſion when he ſaid that, in 
return for thoſe privileges, they who poſſeſs them ought not to uſe 
them for the purpoſe of libelling and ealumniating Parliament, but 
that they ought to hold it up to the people as the great ſateguard 
and the bulwark of the country. He therefore repeated what he 
had before ſaid, that if no other Member would take up the cauſe 
of the Houſe of Commons, he would ; and he ſhould think that 
he was performing the greateſt ſervice that could be performed, be- 
cauſe he was doing that which tended to preſerve the dignity and 
credit of the Houſe. He concluded by atking the honourable gen- 
tleman whether he meant to withdraw the complaint he had 
made? | | | 

Mr. TIERNEY replied, that he had no objection to withdraw 
the complaint; but he did not fee how he cuuld fay that he had 
not made any complaint. He thought ſtil! that there was cauſe ; 
but as he did not believe that the offence was wilfully committed, 
he ſhould not preſs the complaint. 8 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid that the honourable gent!icman had on a 
former day made a complaint to the Houſe : he did not now wiſh 
to perſiſt in it, and if he expreſſed his readineſs to withdraw it, it 
would be the ſame as when ngtice of a motion was given, which 
motion it was afterwards determined ſhould not be perſiſted in. 

After ſome converſation between Mr. Chancellor Pitt and Mr. 
Percival, Mr. Speaker ſtated the mode to be That the honour- 
* able gentleman having expreſſed a wiſh to withdraw his com- 
* Plaint, the Houſe aſſented, and the order was diſcharged.” 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that he did not mean now to enter into 
the general diſcuſſion, but fill he could not refrain from alluding to 
ſome language which a right honourable gentleman had uſed to- 
wards the concluſion of his ſpecch, and to which he ſhould be ſorry 
not to give ſome anſwer : at the ſame time he muſt ſay, that the 
right honourable gentleman had taken care that no ſufficient anſwer 
could be given to it. How he could reconeile it to himſelf to have 


Kept ſuch a charge as he had made ſix months in his pocket, he muſt 


beſt be able to tell. But he ſeemed to come under a deſeription of men 
who wiſh to keep ſomething by them againſt a time when they may 
be attacked themſel ves, who are prepared with ſiet- , and who are 
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more anxious for themſelves, than for the honour and dignity of the 
Houſe. But it muſt be obvious to every gentleman, that it was im- 
poſſible for him either to admit or deny the charge, till he knew the 
context. If the right honourable gentleman had made the acufa- 
tion at the time when the ſpeech was ſtated to have been ſpoken, or 
had ſuggeſted it to the learned gentleman who fat near him, he 
ſhould have known what to have done, But it was not quite accy- 
rate to bring the charge now fix months after the occurrence was 
ſuppoſed to have tiken place, and after Parliament had been ſitting 
two months. All he could ſay generally was, that for whatever 
ſpeeches he might have made to his conſtitucnts, he knew at the 
time he ſpoke them, and he felt now, that he was anſwerable. The 
ſame aſſertion he was ſure he might make for an honourable gen- 
tleman, of whom, though he had not ſeen him for ſome time, he 
ſhould never ſpeak without the higheſt reſpect, and for whom he 
felt the warmeſt friendſhip. For that honourable gentleman he 


[ Commong, 


could fay as much, and he was ſure that whatever he had ſaid be 
But it was really placing gentlemen - 


would be ready to anſwer for. 
in a hard ſituation, to throw out accuſations againſt them for words 
uſed fix monihs back, and thoſe words taken upon the report of a 
newſpaper. If the right honourable gentleman had confined him- 
felf generally to the miſchiefs of miſrepreſentation of the debates of 
the Houſe, no man would be more ready to join him than he 
ſhould ; but he could not agree in the idea, that there ought to be 
no repreſentations of what paſſed in the Houſe at all. He was 


ſure it would be ſeen that the right honourable gentleman had 


availed himſelf of an opportunity of bringing forward a charge 
which he could not now anſwer ; but if that gentleman would in- 
ſtitute any proceedings which he might think fit with reſpect to any 
thing that he might have ſaid, he ſhould thank him for it. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that he introduced what he ſald 
as the foundation of the opinion which he ſhould give. What he 
ſtated was, that he was glad the motion had been made, becauſe he 
ſhould be forry to puniſh ſuch men after the opportunity of noticing 
ſo much greater offences had been let go. In ordinary caſes, per- 
ſons were anſwerable for what they did; but he contended, that the 
law was not adequate tothe particular bead he had alluded to, Let 
common libellers be left to the law of the land; but ſome meaſures 
were neceſſary to be taken, and ſome powers ſhould, be veſted ir the 
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the difficulty of aſeertaining what ought to be done with reference to 
the ſcandalous libels that were publiſhed upon the Houſe. The 
learned gentleman proceeded to notice a paper of the 22d of june 
laſt, which contained the report of a ſpeech ſtated to have been 
ſpoken by the honourable gentleman ; but which he would fairly 
fay he did not think he had ſpoken. If the Houſe of Commons, 
he ſaid, knowing what had paſt, would not vindicate their own 
honour and character, willing as he was to do it, they would re- 
member that, whatever he might do, he ſhould be placed in the 
ſituation of making an experiment; it would be faid to him, that à 
the Houſe felt nothing about what he was complaining ; that he 
was the only Member who had made the complaint ; and that no 
other Member had thought fit to do it. He, therefore, would ſay, 
diſtinctly and fairly, that he hoped the duties of the office which he 
poſſeſſed would be entruſted to other hands than to his own, if 
every branch of the Magiſtracy in the country did not join with 
him in putting an end to that ſyſtem which had been at work for 
four years to deſtroy the Conſtitution, and to do it by means of de- 
grading the Houſe. Why did he ſtate this? Could it be a ſource 
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| of ſatisfaction to him to preſs individuals with proſecutions, if he 

| were not ſatisfied that his public duty required him to do fo ? iT 
| Could it be a ſource of comfort to him, that many men, who 3 
x wiſhed well to him, ſhould complain of the tardineſs and inaQtivity 1 
of the Attorney General in proſecuting, when they themſelves were it 
| reading the moſt ſcandalous libels on the Houſe, and yet not an | 

| individual ſtepped forward to puniſh them? He went into Courts 
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of Juſtice, and though he could not regularly allude to what had 
been (aid to Juries, he found the firſt obſtacle to proſecution was, 
what do you mean by hunting down theſe perſons? . He would 
venture therefore to ſay, that if one out of a hundred failed, it was 


— 


g upon this ground, that the twelve men who were bound to ſay what 

; was the character of the paper brought before them, recollected that 

not one of the 558 Members of whom the Houſe of Commons 

was compoſed had ever complained of the libel in queſtion. He 

a ſtated this, becauſe he felt it as a perſonal hardſhip upon himſelf. 

: Why, then, he wiſhed gentlemen to conſider a little, and to ſay, Bl 
; what ought to be done in proſecutions with reference to what were 15 þ 
; libels upon the Houſe. He had already ſtated what he muſt con- 10 | 
: ider to be an infamous libel upon the honourable gentleman, be- ip 
= cauſe he would not believe that any man, who had ſpoken ſuch. | 
words, could come forward with any complaint ; but if the Houſe 


choſe to ſay that their Members, inſtead of doing their duty i in the 
4 Vor. VII. 40 
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Houſe, ſhould go to alehouſes in Covent garden, and tate what 
the newſpapers had repreſented them to ſtate, he would fay, fairly 
and diſtinctly, that no man ſerving His Majeſty as Attorney Gene. 
ral could ſerve him with effect, if the Houſe endured the publicarion 
of ſuch ſpeeches as the ſpeeches of their own Members. Such 
proceedings it was incumbent upon the Houſe to repreſs; for it they 
tolcrated them, it muſt not be imputed as blame to him that he was 
unable to repreſs them in ſubordinate ſituations. It was with re- 
ference to the motion which had been made that he ſtated theſe 
things. He knew he had been blamed for proſecuting tov much; 
that charge, however, he bore without the leaſt uneaſineſs, becauſe 
he had proſecuted no man until he had exerciſed a ſevere and pa- 
tient judgement before he did proſecute. But with reſpeQ to thoſe 
who blamed him for not proſecuting enough, he had to ſay to them, 
that it was their fault, and not his, that he had not proſecuted more. 
Having Rated this, he had to ſay for one, that he felt infinite fatis- 
faction in hearing that the right honourable gentleman had deter- 
mined to take into conſideration what ought to be done with refer- 
ence to theſe publications; and he felt the more ſatisfaction, be- 
cauſe it* was not for the honour and juſtice of the Houſe, that other 
perſons would be proſecuted for libels, if the Houſe would not ro- 
tice the libels upon it by its own Members. In the determination 
which the right honourable gentleman had made, he would follow 
him to the utmoſt ; and he would conclude what he had to ſay by 
obſerving, that if the Houſe would take care of the conduct of its 
Members, the ſubjects of this country, who had found out that the 
principles which the meaſures of the Houſe had reprefied tended 
only to deſtroy the happineſs of all nations— the ſubjects of this 
(4 country, he believed, if the Houſe would put an end to the pro- 
[| ceedings he had alluded to, would be moſt thankful for it, and 
| would heartily co-operate with them in producing the wiſhed-tor | 
15 | effect. 


Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed gentlemen to recolle& that he never 
* had complained of this ſtatement as a libel. He complained of it 
E as a mutilated ſtatement, the inſertion of which he verily believed 
13 had been paid for. This had nothing to do with the polidieal con- 


| duct of this or that gentleman. What he ſtated expreſsly was, 

li that it might tend to embroil individuals. He would, however, 

| i withdraw the complaint, but with one more proteſt, —that it was 

1 not with any idea of compromiſe whatever. He withdrew the 
N complaint, from a conviction that the offence, with reſpect to the 
; printer of the paper alluded to, was not intentional. 
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Mr. Secretary DUND As ſaid, that if he could conceive that 
any thing he had ſaid gave an idea of a compromiſe, he begged leave 
to diſclaim in the moſt pointed manner any ſuch ſtatement. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL affirmed that he muſt enter 
his proteſt againſt the opinion expreſſed by the honourable gentle- 
man, that the inſertion of the ſtatement had been paid for. For 
ſuch an infinuation no ground had been ſtated. Another thing 
likewiſe he wiſhed to proteſt againſt was, that there was any com- 
promiſe ; that this was a miſrepreſentation. He had read it, and 
he would aſſert it to be a fairer repreſentation than had been given 
in any other paper, and particularly in the paper alluded to in the 
ſtatement. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the learned gentleman ſeemed almoſt 
to put it out of his power to withdraw the complaint. He had 
grounds which ſatisfied his mind, that it was not the report of the 
perſons who reported regularly for The Times. - He could affure the 
learned gentleman. alſo, upon his honour, that he, had grounds, 
which led him to ſuſpect that the inſertion of the account was 
paid for. | | 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL remarked, that the Houſe 


would recollect, that an honourable Member had ſaid, it had been 


attributed to him. The honourable gentleman oppoſite him had 
not denied, that he meant it to be attributed to his honourable 
friend. Tf, he ſaid, that he did not mean to attribute it to him, in 
that caſe, he had not a word more to ſay. 

Mr. TIERNEY replied, that the learned gentleman would 
have done better to have aſked the queſtion firſt. For his own part, 
he was ſure that the honourable Member knew he did not mean to 
attribute it to him, and therefore had never aſked him the. queſtion. 

Mr. W. SMITH called the attention of the Houſe to another 
matter. What had been alluded to hitherto had been a miſrepreſen- 
tation of the proceedings of the Houfe. What he meant, how- 
ever, to allude to now was, a circumſtance which the Houſe would 
conſider as an aggravation of a breach of privilege, or, at leaſt, as 
malicious—he meant the arraigning of the conduct of gentlemen. 
Every Member knew that it was diſorderly, even in the Houſe, to 
attribute particular motives to gentlemen far more diſorderly to 


attribute baſe or bad motives. It ſo happened, that a paragraph 


appeared in a daily paper, imputing to him no other motives than 
ſelfiſn ones for his oppoſition to the bill which was now paſſing 
through the Houſe. Two or three days after it appeared, a tax- 
gatherer, for whom he ſent, called upon him. He was ſpeaking to 


him of the inconveniences that might ariſe from the exaggerations of 
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gentlemen's fortunes. The tax-gatherer had ſaid, that perhaps he 
was not aware of what had been inſerted with reſpe& to himſelf 
Though he meant to make no complaint, yet he wiſhed to ſtate 3 
few things, from a regard to what was due to his own charaQer, 
The paragraph: was as follows : 

« Mr. William Smith, who ſpoke at ſuch length, and with ſuch 
& elegant elaguence, in the Houſe of Commons, is pretty well known 
ce to poſſeſs a fortune of, at leaſt, fifteen thouſand pounds per 
« annum, acquired by commerce.” 

This exaggerated ſtatement of his fortune he conceived to be 
infamous, becauſe he was one of thoſe who believed that particular 
duties were attached to large fortunes, and becauſe, if a man had a 
larger fortune than he was thought to poſſeſs, the world would be 
induced to think that he was deficient in diſcharging thoſe duties 
which he ought to perform. The paragraph then went on: 

c The aſſeſſed taxes of this gentleman do not exceed three hun- 
“ dred pounds per annum; a ſtronger inſtance need not be named 
Ce in proof that expenditure is not the criterion of income; and 
«© that the mode (to which Mr. Smith fo ſtrongly objects) in the 
© new bill is the faireſt and moſt equal plan to obtain the ſum re- 
“ quired for the defence of the country.” 

He thought it his duty to ſtate thus publicly, that every word 
aſſerted in the paragraph was a direct falſchood, and a malicious 


one, as would appear from the inſinuation that followed. The 


writer of the paragraph, in the firſt place, choſe to aſſert a direct 
falſehood with reſpect to his fortune, the amount of which he 
could not know ; and next, a falſchood with reſpe& to the amount 
of his tax, which he might have known. The paragraph con- 


cluded as follows : | 
| « Mr. Smith is one of the moſt violent of the ſeceders: his 


«© coming to the Houſe on Friday, and exerting himſelf ſo ſtrongly 
“ in oppoſition to the bill, is of courſe to be attributed /zlely to à 
“ ſenſe of public duty.” 

The inuendo, Mr. Smith ſaid, was, that he did attend ſolely 
from a ſenſe of private intereſt. The whole of the paragraph he 
treated with too much contempt to make a formal complaint of ; 
but ill he thought it was a duty which he owed to himſelf publicly 
to contradict it. With reſpect to miſrepreſentations of what he 
had faid with reſpect to this bill, he had ſeen ſome ; but as he con- 


ſidered them to be flips from haſte, he had net thought proper to 


notice them. This, paragraph, however, he did not conſider in 
that light ; he viewed it as groſs a breach of privilege, as if words 
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hid been put into his mouth directly contrary to what he had 
ſpoken. 


The complaint was then withdrawn, and 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved the order of the day for the third 
reading of the Income Bill. . 

Mr. NICHOLS roſe to oppoſe the meaſure, as introducing a 
new mode of taxation. Ohe of the arguments which had been 
urged as a defence of this meaſure was, that the people of this 
country had been accuſtomed to taxes upon income, and the land 
tax had been mentioned as an inſtance of a tax upon income. 
There was, however, this material difference between the tax in 
queſtion and the land tax ; that the latter was a tax upon viſible in- 
come, whereas the former was upon ſuppoſed income. But there 
was another material difference between theſe two taxes. In laying 
on the land tax, great care was taken that the ſubject ſhould not be 
brought into conteſt with the Government. The ſum to be raiſed 
was laid upon the country generally, and then it was ſubdivided 
among the different diſtricts, When any diſpute aroſe, the indi- 
vidual had his fellow- ſubject and not Government to contend with. 
This was a wiſe proviſion of our anceſtors, becauſe they knew 
that ſuch conteſts were not conſiſtent with civil liberty. It appeared 
to him, that the Tribunal which was to decide upon diſputed queſ- 
tions, was one that muſt be devoted to Government. It was abſurd 
to ſuppoſe that country gentlemen could be converted into executors 
of revenue; they could not, unleſs they laid aſide their liberality 
and their friendſhip. But it appeared to him of very little conſe- 
quence how the Tribunal was now conſtituted, becauſe they had 
granted one tenth of their income, they muſt agree to the means of 
raiſing it; the Miniſter would come another year and ſay, My 
mechaniſm is not complete ; you muſt give me the means of car- 
rying the principle, to which you have agreed into execution.” This 
would be a fair demand on the part of the Miniſter, and he did not 
ſee how they could refuſe it. 

This meaſure not only expoſed individuals to a conteſt with Go- 
vernment, which, he contended, ſhould always be avoided, but it 
harzTed and ſubdued him before he entered into that conteſt : it 
made him expoſe his vulnerable parts by diſcloſing his ſituation. 
The people had a right to examine into the conduct of Govern- 
ment ; but he wiſhed to know how they could exerciſe that right 
when every individual was at the mercy of Government? What 
was the object of this bill? It had been termed à ſalvage, which 
the people were to pay for the protection of the remainder of their 
Property. It ſeemed to him to have been reſorted to merely to 
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avoid the .inconvenience of a loan. He had no heſitation in ſay. 
ing, he thought a loan would be the better way of railing the 
money; if it were Res Integra, he ſhould, perhaps, be of a dif. 
ferent opinion. The funds were now higher than when ſome of the 
former loans were made. With reſpect to the finking fund, he 
ſaid it was calculated to increaſe the public debt, which had, in fact, 
been doubled fince it was eftabliſhed. The right honouraiic gen- 
tleman did not ſeem to conſider the differe nee between the Com miſ. 
fioners of the land tax and the Commiſſioners under this bill; in 
the one caſe they acted in a friendly way between the parties why 


might happen to diſpute ; in the other, they were the extorters of | 


the taxes, and this was .an employment which countrv gentlemen 
could not condeſcend to. The Miniſter had brought in this hill 
with a great deal of art—-it appeared to ſpare the lower and higher 
orders of people; but with reſpect to the former, though in the firſt 
inſtance they were exempted, yet they would ultimately feel it. But 
the higher orders were really ſpared ; he ſaw no reaſon why a 
man of 1ool. did not pay equal to a man of 2o00l. a year, a ſum of 
2001. ſhould pay in the ſame proportion with a man of 20,000. a 
a year. The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, that his bill 
would not compel a diſcloſure. 

Mr. SPEAKER faid, the honourable gentleman was not regular 
in conſidering this bill as the meaſure of the Miniſter, it was the 
meaſure of the Houſe. | 

Mr. NICHOLS continued: he ſaid the bill would certainly 
enforce a diſcloſure, and he did not think any reliance was to be 
placed upon the promiſe of ſecrecy. He. conſidered this bill as 2 
deep wound upon the Conſtitution, and upon that ground ſhould 
give his vote againſt it. | ; 

On the queſtion being again put for the third reading of the 
bill, | 
Mr. ABBOTT roſe to declare his perfect approbation of the 
meaſure, in which opinion of it he ſaid he was happy in not ſtand- 
ing alone, as a very great majority of the people of the country had 
manifeſted their public ſpirit, and the juſt ſenſe they entertained of 
the cauſe they were embarked in, by highly approving of the prit- 
ciple of the bill, and acknowledging the found policy of railing 2 


. conſiderable part of the ſupplies within the year. Among thoſe 


perſons who ſtood foremoſt in the ſupport of the meaſure, were t0 
be reckoned a deſcription of perſons, who, from their habits and ce- 
cupations in life, ſhould be ſuppoſed to be the moſt converſant 1n 


the financial concerns of the country—he meant the leading mer- 


cantile and monied men in the metropolis. Theſe had not only 
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4 
* aſſented to the meaſure, but declared their opinions, that income f 14 
he vas one of the moſt proper objects of taxation and on the general at 
if. principle that all income ſhould be rated as it was found, without a | | 
he reference to particular caſes—and, indeed, it was on this principle bt | 
he that all modes of direct taxation whatſoever operated. As a ſtriking 45 | 
5 inſtance of this, let gentlemen conſider the principle of the Poor's 15 
n- Laws, they operated preciſely as the bill in queſtion profeſſed to do; 7 
"e and the principle of the Poor's Laws was never yet called in queſ- 9 
in tion. One of the prominent features of the meaſure was the in- 
o eresſing ſcale from a low beginning up to a certain amount, by 
of which it was to affe income ; and by the peculiar mode laid down, 
En the poorer claſſes in ſociety, were wholly exempted. To the prinei- 
il ples of the bill, ſeveral precedents in the hiſtory of the country 
er clearly applied, exeluſive of that generally adopted throughout the 
ft Poor's Laws; for inſtance, the Poll Tax in the reign of King Wil- 
ut liam, the principle was directly the ſame, though not the mode of 
8 operation, as in the latter; the tax increaſed not in proportion to 
of the incomes of individuals, but to the ſcale of rank. This laſt 1 
A principle, however, being latterly abrogated in the country, and for ji 
ll ſolid reaſons, for nothing, in his mind, tended ſo much to the well it 
being of a State, as a proper diſtinction of rank, which a principle # 
ar of taxing in a proportion, increaſed according to the elevation of f 
le rank, would tend too much to level and confound ; and no part of f 
ſociety, he obſerved, was ſo much benefited by a gradation in rank 5 
ly and an inequality of property as the very poorer orders, as it was by ul 
x perſons of extenſive properties or exalted rank that they were chiefly tl 
a employcd. | | 
0 Another peculiar feature and leading excellence in the bill was, 4 
its being more comprehenſive in its operation than former plans of mt: 
* taxation on a ſimilar principle, and leſs liable to objection than theſe ih: 
in any of its details. It afforded the beſt ſpecies of relief againſt x 
* the poſſible oppreſſion of any of thoſe who might act under its autho- 1 
K nity, and every poſſible regard was paid to the feelings of indi- 4 
d viduals. Beſides, the mode of collection preſcribed by it was eco- FM 
of nomieal beyond any former example. "The proviſions in the bill, $3 
8 Which went to implicate the property of abſentees, were deſerving 1 
l of much commendation, and calculated to render a ſpecies of pro- if 
F perty ſerviceable to the State, which hitherto had not contributed its : 1 
due ſhare. Indeed, this principle (we underſtood the honourable. ip 1 
g dentſeman to ſay) was not carried far enough; he ſaw no reaſon 1 WF 
: Why the property of foreigners reſident abroad ſhould not be taxed; 0 
s and why ſuch perſons ſhould be excmpted frum paying their quota 7 | | 
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protection, to a degree far beyond what any other country in the 
world could afford; much, he obſerved, had been faid of the un. 
conſtitutionality of this meaſure ; and this idea was grounded by 
gentlemen who advanced it in three parts of the bill, which might 
lead to a diſcloſure of property. To affert that any meaſure was 


[ Commons, 


Y unconſtitutional, created a degree of popular anxiety, and the atten. 


tion of the Public was directed to the warmeſt ſupporters and op. 
poſers of ſuch meaſures ; but it was eaſy to aſſert, that any parti. 
cular meaſure was unconſtitutional. It were not ſo eaſy, however, 
to ſtate any ſpecific grounds for ſuch afſertions. Could a ſpecific 
ſtandard be erected, whereby it could be judged what meafurcs were 
conſtitutional and what were not? A meaſure might be called un- 
conſtitutional which gave new powers to the Crown wherewith to 
oppreſs the ſubject; but were any ſuch afforded by the preſent mea. 
fore: Certainly not! Rather the contrary. In former plans of 
taxation, the Commiſſioners for levying ſuch taxes were appointed 
by the Crown. In the preſent inſtance they were in certain caſes, 


to a degree, at leaſt, appointed by Parliament; and where they 


were not, the appointment reſted in the Grand Juries, a quarter 
which could not give any juſt grounds for popular alarm. There 
were ſeveral modifications made by the Houſe in the powers to be 


granted to the Commiſſioners under this bill; all which tended to 


render the meaſure more beneficial to the ſubject. No perſon was 


compelled by the bill to an involuntary ſtatement of his income 


upon oath—neither was any individual to be refuſed a hearing upon 
his oath. The appellant juriſdiction granted by the bill, was alſo 
the theme of much reprehenfion ; but for this he ſaw no juſt 
grounds. The principle pervaded the general ſyſtem of our jurl- 
prudence, and he ſaw no reaſon why the power of appeal ſhould not 
be equally extended ; were intereſts, where the public ſafety was in- 
volved, to be leſs conſidered than thoſe of individuals? If not, then 
the regulation was perfectly right —ſuch a proviſion was necefſary 
in numberleſs points of view ; for while men were men, perpetual 
grounds of complaint would arife. However, no new power was 
afforded to the Crown by any of the proviſions of the bill. With 


reſpect to theſe parts of the bill which might lead to a diſcloſure, he 


regarded them in a very different light from gentlemen at the other 
fide ; the unneceſſary cry raiſed againſt them was founded in preju- 
dice, and might be attended with miſchievous effects; at the ſame 
time he was aware of the conſiderations deeply rooted in the minds 


of commercial men on thoſe points; theſe, certainly, oug!:t to be 


regarded with tenderneſs, and every proper precaution was wiſely 


taken on that head. With reſpect to diſcloſure in general, ee 
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proper degree of care was taken. An oath of ſecreſy was required 
from thoſe perſons who were to adminiſter that part of the bill; and 
what more ſolemn obligation could be impoſed ? Beſide, this prin- 


ciple of diſcloſure was by no means anomalous to the Britiſh law. 


Were gentlemen aware of the widely-extended ſyſtem of diſctoſure 
which prevailed in Scotland for more than two centuries paſt, and 
in Ireland for, at leaſt, one century, where every deſcription of landed 
property was regiſtered, with all its various circumſtances, and open 
to the ſpection of every individual? Jo come nearer - Was it 
not known that ,the like ſyſtem prevailed in the two richeſt and 
moſt populous counties in England, Yorkſhire and Middleſex, 


where mortgages, and the various incumbrances upon landed pro- 


perty, were regiſtered, and which any man might ſee every day 3 
Did not this principle of diſcloſure prevail generally in the Weſt 
Indies, and throughout the United States of America? Why then 
was ſuch a limited contingent and eventual expoſition of property, 
as was ordained by the bill, ſo loudly complained of? He certainly 
was not partial to a Republican form of Government, but one 
of the prevailing traits of that ſyſtem ; was, a jealouſy of the 
Executive Power in the leaſt degree interpoſing in the concerns of 
private individuals. Notwithſtanding this, the Americans thought 
proper, after two years deliberation, to eſtabliſh a general regiſtry of 
property throughout their entire itates. It was partially adopted in 
England in the preſent day, and had formerly more generally ob- 
tained in England; and he ſaw no reaſon why the practice of our 
anceſtors, and of neighbouring countries, ſhould be cavilled at in the 
preſent inſtance. With reſpect to commercial concerns, a degree 
of delicacy ſhould obtain; and in this view the trading and manu- 
facturing intereſts were entitled to ſome favour. However, in 
Ireland, by act of Parliament, perſons of thoſe deſcriptions were 
not exempt from regiſtering their ſecurities. It was the cuſtom 
of perſons in the moſt ordinary concerns to look to the right and 
left for the beſt fecurities, and to cauſe every poſſible diſcloſure to 
be made, W hy then, he would again aſk, ſhould ſuch violent 
objections be made to diſcloſure in the preſent inſtance, and in a caſe 
where every poſſible guard and ſhield was made uſe of againſt its 


being injurious to individuals? Upon a general view of the mea- 


ſure, he ſaid, he was rejoiced, and congratulated the country. upon 


the arrival of the period, at which a meaſure ſo replete with benefit 


to the public, was propoſed to Parliament; it was calculated to 


produce the happieſt effects, and to involve a progreſſive degree of 


financial benefit, ſimilar to the operations of a finking fund, which 
acts in an accelerated 7alio; it would prevent the increaſe of per- 
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manent taxation, and in that way aid the operations of the plan 
which was laid down to counteract, beyond a certain amount, the 
extenſion of the public debt. The mode of carrying the meaſyre 
into effect would neceſſarily be improved on experiment. As ; 
war tax he regarded the meaſure in the moſt favourable point of 
view; and its domeſtic effects muſt tend to increaſe the national 
energy, in bringing the war to a ſpeedy and honourable concluſion, 

Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that he agreed with an honourable 
gentleman who had ſpoken early in the debate, (Mr. Nichols), that 
the meaſure of raifing the ſupplies within the year was deſirable, as 
an abftraQ principle, inaſmuch as it would tend to prevent the peo- 
ple from being eaſily led into :xpenfive wars; the queſtion however 
at preſent, he conſidered to be a very different one It was merely 
whether the bill preſented the beſt mode of raifing part of the ſup. 
plies within the year or not? He had no heſitatiorf in deciding in 
the negative. He ſhould prefer the funding ſyſtem ; and thought 
It his duty to proteſt againſt the preſent meaſure. He was aware of 
the effect a loan muſt have on the funds; but he did not regard that 
as a ſerious objection— He knew that the national credit could be 
affected but very ſlightly by artificial means. Nothing could ma- 
terially raiſe it but public confidence, and increaſing proſperity ; 
but the miſchiefs to be apprehended by a depreciation of the funds 
of 6 or 7 per cent. could not be put into competition with the 
evils to be dreaded from a meaſure fo pregnant with miſchief 3s 
that under difcuffion : that material conſideration was not now the 
preſent queſtion, but whether or not the mode propoſed was the beſt 
poſſible practicable one of raifing part of the ſupplies within the 
year. 

With reſpect to the honourable gentleman's idea that the mode 
of taxation in queſtion did not proceed upon a new principle; he 
would contend the principle, ſtrictly ſpeaking, was new. He be- 
lieved no precedent could be found, where men were compellable 
to ſtate upon oath what they were able to pay. Something like it, 
however, had occurred during the Adminiſtration of Cardinal Wel · 
ſev ; but the meaſure was regarded by hiſtorians as a violent ſtretch 
of arbitraty power. With regard to the Poll Tax, the ſimilitude 
did not hold good ; in that caſe a perſon had a certain given ſum 
to pay, and no more—the account was arbitrarily levied, but then 
the ſum was clearly defined, and no diſcloſure was neceflary, 
Speaking of diſcloſure, he ſaid, he knew an inſtance in the affair 
of the aſſeſſed taxes laſt year, where a man paid upwards of 200l. 
more than perhaps he would be obliged, ſooner than ſwear to bis 
income—and he apprehended that many caſes of the kind would 
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ariſe under the propoſed meaſure. He quoted Lord Coke's ſenti- 


ments upon new-invented modes of taxation, or, in the language 


of that venerable lawyer, © New inventions of Subfidies.” How- 


ever, it appeared that theſe new modes of taxation gave riſe to four 
rebellions in the country, and in one of thoſe the Lord Chancellor, 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, 
were deſtroyed. The attempt to extort revenue by a diſcloſure of 
property upon oath was never made but by Wolſey. In the pre- 
ceding reign, that of Henry VIIth, a meaſure not diſſimilar was 
reſorted to. It was commonly called Lord Chancellor Mor- 
ton's dilemma.” The direction given for the levying of the tax 
generally ran to this effect — if a man lives on a ſaving plan, you 
are to conſider him as poſſeſſed of property in conſequence of his 
economy. If he lives extravagantly why then that is certainly a 
proof of his having ſomething—{ Much laughing] a conſiderable 


degree of difficulty would ariſe in eſtimating with accuracy the in- 


come of thoſe called miſers. He would ſuppoſe there were 3,000 
of theſe in the kingdom; it would be almoſt impoſlible to fatisfy 
the ſurveyor of the income of theſe perſons on account of their re- 
putation for wealth. Another difficulty would ariſe, derivable 
from the plan of laſt year, many caſes obtained where a man of not 


more than 2, oool. per ann. paid between 4 and 500l. aſſeſſed taxes; 


this would afford a plauſible reaſon to the Commiſſioners for conſi- 
dering ſuch perſon's annual income to be conſiderably greater. It 
might be alledged againſt him, that he would not have paid ſo 
much if he could not afford it, when it was in his power to have 
paid leſs; theſe were but a few among the ſerious and weighty ob- 
jections which applied to the bill. He was convinced that a leſs 
objectionable mode could eaſily be found. It was little to ſay in 
favour of the meaſure, that precedents could be found for it, and the 
worlt of times reſorted to as the periods; but he averred that no di- 
rect precedent could be found for the diſcloſure of income upon oath. 
There was a particular mode of levying money, which obtained in 
the early part of our hiſtory, and which mode he would recommend 
to the conſideration of the Manſion- houſe Committee, a ſet of gen- 
tlemen, who were ſo forward in recommending the preſent plan. 
The mode he alluded to was called the Fews' Ranſom ; it was that 
a Toth was drawn every day from certain perſons of that perſuaſion, 
until they paid the tax impoſed upon them. One Jew at Briſtol, 
was ſo obſtinate as to have fix or ſeven teeth drawn before he paid; 
at laſt his reſolution failed, and the required ſum was paid by him. 


This proceſs, he rather imagined, would ill agree with fome gentle- 
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men of the Manſion: houſe Committee—they would feel the effeds 
of i it, perhaps with peculiar ſeverity. 

With regard to the queſtion of a general tax upon income, he 
feriouſly objected to it, and on the oroind chiefly that all income 
was not diſpoſable property. The principle that every man ſhould 
contribute according to his means, he approved; but income was à 
very inadequate criterion of thoſe. The difference between incomes 
was too obvious to need contending for. A perſon poſſeſling per. 
manent and independent 1 income might ſpend what portion of it he 
' choſe, without injury to his heirs ; but that reſulting from perſonal 
Induſtry, or from profeſſions, was very different; it was neceſſary 
a part of the incomes of theſe deſcriptions ſhould be laid by to guard 
againſt the evil day, as a proviſion for old age, and to obviate the 
conſequence of perſonal accidents or infirmity. It was on this 


broad and obvious . that he objected to a general tax upon | 


income. 

It was faid, that perſons embarked in trade ſhould be favourably 
* conſidered, and yet, perhaps more than any other, ſuch perſons could 
beſt reimburſe themſelves. The neceſſaries of life muſt be had, 
What could reſtrain an advance in price upon thoſe, to a degree by 
which the dealer could repay himſelf? By ſuch practices the dea- 


ler would pay his tythe of income out of the remaining 9 1oths of 
the conſumer—ſuch would preciſely be the effect. It was repeat- 


edly faid, that a gentleman ſhould not clamorouſly object againſt a 
tax, unleſs he was provided with a better to ſubſtitute in its room. 
If this principle were puſhed to the full extent, very little objection 
could be made to the majority of ſchemes. However he thought 
that any gentleman might properly ſuggeſt an idea or throw out a 
hint on thoſe points. In this view he would ſay, that the plan of 
laſt year of increaſing the aſſeſſed taxes, might be a better expedicnt 


than the preſent. That meaſure had hardly a fair trial. It might 


be very poſſible to improve upon the plan, ſo as to make it produce 
the expected ſum ; then why not try it, modified and improved, for 
another year? He never deſpaired of the refources of the country 


" —l[t till poſſeſſed abundance. The deficiency to which the aſſeſſed 


taxes might be liable, below the ten millions required, in the pre- 
ſent year, could, he thought, be caſfily provided A tax upon cer- 
tain commoditics might be levied, particularly upon ſugar, from 
which a large revenue might be derived, and with the additional 
advantage (now that we generally ſupplied the Continent with the 
article) of drawing it from the purſes of other nations; there were 
allo a variety of aiticles of luxury which might properly be taxed 
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In ſbort, many modes might be reſorted to, free from the great 


and crying objections. to which a general tax upon income was 


liable. 

It was not only to the general principle of the meaſure that he 
was oppoſed, ſeveral of the proviſions of the bill were equally ob- 
jectionable — the mode of collecting was one of its worſt features. 
The particular direction with which the merchants of a particular 
place were treated was objectionable. Should not Miniſters en- 
deavour to put thoſe of other parts of the kingdom upon the ſame 
footing * The cafe of gentlemen of landed properties was, in 
many inſtances, peculiarly hard. Let their ſituations with reſpect 
to mortgages be. conſidered, and the various evils which might beſet 
them therefrom, in the event of a diſcloſure. Many gentlemen of 
that deſcription, in conſequence of youthful errors and extrava- 
eancies, were deeply involved, the effects of a diſcloſure on ſuch 
perſons were obvious. On the ſpur of the moment, all their cre- 
ditors might come upon them. To all this it might be objected, 
that a general diſcloſure was only neceſſary, and not a detailed ex- 


poſition—but even againſt diſcloſure of any kind, high prejudices 


obtained, and he would ſay, that popular prejudices ſhould be re- 
ſpeed where they were not injurious to the community — and at 
any rate, another mode ſhould be tried to render diſcloſure unneceſ- 
fary—that conſideration alone he thought ſhould delay the progreſs 
of the bill ; and even the feelings of a large claſs of men ſhould not 
be hurt in conſequence of a hurry in carrying the bill through the 
Houſe, He requeſted the right honourable gentleman to turn his 
attention to a leſs objectionable mode of proceeding with reſpect to 
that deſcription of gentlemen. 

When he conſidered how perſons in trade were favoured ball 
gentlemen of landed property, his anxiety was the greater : their 
diſcloſures were to be chiefly made to perſons who might be ſaid to 
be elected by themſelves, and who, of courſe, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
pofleſs a kind of fellow feeling with them. Yet even theſe perſons 
who were to decide on the cafes of men in trade, would be found to 
lie under ſome difficulties. Some of them, for inſtance, (Bank Di- 
rectors,) would have a double duty: they were to inveſtigate the 
affairs of certain commercial perſons, in the one caſe, and immedi- 


. ately after might be called upon to adviſe with their brother Direc- 


tors as td the propriety of diſcounting ſuch perſons' bills; they might 
have a derangement of the circumſtances of an individual to wit- 
neſs, and almoſt at the ſame moment to pronounce in another 
Marter, whether or not it was proper to lend money to fuch a 
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perſon. He wiſhed gentlemen to conſider of a cafe which vis 
more than poſſible. 5 
Another ſerious: objection which truck againſt certain proviſions 
of the bill was, the liability of individuals to charges of perjury, 
and the trials for that offence. It was faid, that innocence would 
be a ſutficient guard againſt theſe : this he doubted —and would 


ſuppoſe the caſe, that in tne firſt giving in of the ſchedule, a militia 


qualification of 1 001. a year, or any amount, ſhould appear therein, 
as part of a gentleman's real income, this might be done in- 


advertently; no wilful deception could be intended, and yet 
ſuch might literally ſubject the perſon to the charge of perjury, 
What muſt be the f lings of an innocent man on ſuch en 90g 
ſion?— So far the bill operated to the production of revenue by the 


dread of corporeal puniſhment ; he would again pot the cafo to.the 


conſidetation of the right honourable gentleman, hoping he would 
turn in his mind, and endeavour tc find a more lenient mode. He 
had no doubt but the right honourable gentlenan thought that now 
propoſed, the beſt poſſible one at the time he adopted it. In that 


view he would give him full credit for buncily of intention! 
He alſo diſapproved of the meafure, Keeping fill in view the 
mode of collecting the tax; not only for the power it would throw 


into the hands of the Crown, by empowering its otheers to pry into 


the ſecret affairs of individuals, but on account of the very great 
number of ſpies it muſt neceſſarily encourage, for the purpoſe of 
affording information to the Commiſſioners, &c. of the aff irs of 
individuals, and which, in many caſes, could be done only through 
the medium of clerks, confidential ſervants, and ſuch perſons. 
A certain gratuity was beſtowable, he underſtood, on the ſurveyors, 


in certain caſes, on the recommendation of the Commiſſioners, by 


the Treaſury. He aſked, whether there was a reſtriction on the 


"Treaſury from beſtowing ſuch gratuity without the recommendation 
of the Commiſſioners i—He then proceeded to detail a variety of 


objections againſt thoſe parts of the bill, and expreſſed his fears that 
one of the worſt effects of the meaſure would be, that it would de- 


ſtroy Britiſh feelings, and render their country leſs dear to Engliſh- 
men, by abridging their comforts in it. The numberleſs emigra- 


tions which muſt-enſue from a continuance of ſuch a ſyſtem, and 
which eventually muſt inſpire the enemy with freſh hopes. It would 
diffuſe, he ſaid, mutual diſtruſt among individuals in every claſs of 


ſociety, and tend to deſtroy the peculiar affection which Britons 


hitherto always poſſeſſed for their native country. 
Mr. PATTEN expreſſed his decided approbation of the mea- 
ſure. It aroſe, he ſaid, from the unanimous ſentiment of all public- 
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ſpirited men, and their wiſh to proſecute, to an honourable conclu- 
fon, a juſt and neceſſary war, originating in the aggreſſions of an 
inveterate enemy. It was no convulſive effort of expiring finance to 
carry on the war for another year; but the genuine tribute of a pa- 
triotie people in ſupport of a Conſtitution, and an order of things, 
under which they poſſeſſed ſuch ineſtimable advantages. It aroſe 
from the quick ſetiſe- of Britiſh feeling at ſeeing the national honour 
inſulted”; and. it exbibited ſuch a manifeſtation of public ſpirit 


throughout the-natiort, Which muſt chill the hopes of an inveterate 
enemy. To a certain-degree, however, he agreed with an ho- 


raarable genteman, in ſaying, that perſons of landed property were 
placed in a rather hard ſituation, and the circumſtances he thought 
worthy of the conſideration of the Houſe. But he might ſcout the 
idea 07 another honourable gentleman, who ſaid, that the Commit- 


 ſeners, previcus to their election, muſt be perſons devoted to the 


intereſts of Government. The jealouſy of the Houſe would have 
guarded againſt that, even were proviſions propoſed which could 
lead to ſuch a ſuppoſition. | | 

Mr. NICHOLS ſpoke in explanation. ; | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the general principle of the 
meaſure had been ſo frequently and fully debated, and had been fo 
ably and eloquently ſtated by his learned friend who had juſt fat 
down, that he felt it perfectly vnnecet{ary to ſay any thing to that 
point. But what he wiſhed to notice was fimply this: The bo- 
nourable gentleman, in language very flattering to him, had made a 
ſtatement vhich was not quite fo flattering. He had ſtated, that it 
remained only with him to find means which ſhould prevent the 
neceſſity of a diſcloſure, and he attributed a hardneſs of heart to him 
that he would not take that trouble. If he, however, had that apa- 
thyin him, he could not have overlooked that point, for his attention 
had been called to it by frequent diſcuſſion. If he did not, there- 
fore, attempt to find any mode, it was not becauſe he had not at- 
tended to the thing, but becauſe the arguments he then uſed had ſa- 
tisfied the Houſe that it was not fit nor right to be done. He did 
ſtate a mode for commercial men which had been adopted by the 
Houſe, There were details which required the minuteſt accuracy. 
It Was, in ſome degree, neceſſary to appoint Commiſſioners capable 
of inveſtigating ſuch minutiæ. But that could beſt he extended to 
the caſe of local Commiſſioners, fo far as to the praQicability ; but 


befides that, he ſtated as an argument, upon which he ſtrongly ro- 


lied, that reaſons there did not operate againſt publicity ; and he 
thought it was important that all the world ſhould know, that the 
rich paid the tax, and that there was no evaſion : therefore, both 
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on the grounds of its impraQicability, and ſtill more of its impro. 


priety, he was againſt it. 

Sir JAMES PULTENEY thought it very deſirable that the 
clauſe reſpecting diſcloſure in commercial men might with great 
eaſe be extended to the caſe of landed gentlemen. He thought it 
was extremely hard upon them that they ſhould be put in a worſe 
ſituation than commercial men; he thought it was making an in. 
vidious diſtinction. Whatever might be ſaid of the unwillingneſs 
of men to diſcloſe their income, it was a deep-rooted prejudice, and 
ought to be treated with reſpect, eſyecially as we were now en- 
gaged in a dreadful conflict to ſupport what many pcople called 
prejudices. 

Sir W. YOUNG ſpoke in favour of the Weſt- India merchants, 


and faid, he was ſure that they would not have objected to a dil. 


cloſure, if it had been required of them. 

Mr. PERCIVAL faid, he ſhould not ſay any thing to the ge- 
neral principle which had been univerſally approved of, but he 
could not refrain from one or two obſervations upon what had fallen 
trom others. 
bill, and therefore his objections deſerved reſpect. He ſeemed to 
be very averſe to any diſcloſure ; but ſurely the very defe of the 
meaſure of laſt year was a want of publicity, and therefore it be- 
came neceſſary to reſort to the preſent one. He felt regret, that 
fiom any circumſtances it ſhould become neceſſary to ſhelter any 
claſs of men; but where the ſame arguments did not apply, i 
could not be neceſſary to extend the indulgence. He felt that 
great advantages could reſult from publicity; it would ſhew that 
there were no evaſions, but that every man paid his due ſhare, An 
honourable gentleman had regarded the manner in which this mca- 
ſure might affect the enemy; he did not agree with him; be 
thought it would have a conſiderable effect in our favour with the 
enemy. It was well known that they built their greateſt hopes in 
being able to deſtroy our funded ſyſtem ; and this meaſure would 
ſhew them that we were able to go on without adding to our per- 
manent debt. Even admitting that the meaſure trenched upon 
our private comforts, what muſt the enemy think of us, when the 
ſaw the bill unanimouſly adopted by the country, with the excep- 
tion of five or fix gentlemen in that Houſe, and, perhaps, as many 
out of doors? There was one circumſtance of novelty in the argu- 


ment of to-night, wich he could not paſs over unnoticed, which 


was, the recommendation of a farther trial of the Aſſeſſed Taxes, 
with ſome amendments; but he could not help recolleCting, that 
the ſame arguments and the ſame warmth were urged againſt the 


The honourable Baronet had been a ſupporter of the 


nem! 
argued 
year, 
prove 


unfair 


> conſid, 


Vo 
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act of laſt year, as were now uſed againſt the preſent bill. In 
the courſe of the next year, perhaps, this meaſure might become 
the favourite. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH ſaid, if his honourable friend 
oppoſed the Aſſeſſed Taxes laſt year, there was no inconſiſtency i in 
his preferring them to the preſent meaſure, becauſe the inconveni- 
ences which they induced, though great, might be leſs. The bill, 
he admitted, was much improved by the modifications, but ſtil] the 
radical defect of inequality remained; for this reaſon, therefore, he 
muſt perſevere in his oppoſition to it. Mr. Smith then repeated 
ſeveral of his former arguments, and concluded with obſerving, 


that the preſent meaſure would throw more influence into the hands 


of the Executive Power, than any for a long time reſorted to. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL adverted to the hopes of the 
enemy to ruin us by the deſtruction of our funding ſyſtem. He 
argued from thence the neceſſity of raifing the ſupplics within the 
year, as the moſt effectual means of baniſhing ſuch hopes, and 
proved, by its compariſon with every other ſpecies, that the preſent 
mode was the leaſt objectionable. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that an equal tax on 


income was univerſally approved of laſt ſeſſion, when the Aſſeſſed 


Taxes were under conſideration. That expenditure had proved an 
unfair criterion, and that we had now reſorted to income itſelf, and 
therefore were in no danger of being miſſed by the fallacy of the 
rule which governed the act of laſt ſeſſion. - 

Mr. ELLIOTT ſpoke on the ſame fide. 

Mr. 'TYRWHITT made a neat and ſenſible ſpeech in ſupport 
of the bill. 


The Houſe divided on the third reading of the e 925 
Noes, 2. 

A number of new clauſes and amendments were gone through, 
and read a third time, when | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that as there were more clauſes 
to be conſidered, and ſome amendments in the body of the bill, 


which were not likely to occupy much of the time of the Houle ; | 


and as the night was then far advanced, it might be better poſt- 
pone them till to-morrow, when he wiſhed the Houſe would meet 


at three o'clock preciſely, to proceed farther in the third reading of 


the clauſes and amendments. He hoped the bill might then be 
paſſed in time to go up to the Lords the ſame day. 
Mr. SPEAKER put the queſtion upon adjourning the farther 


eonſideration of the bill. 
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Sir G. P. TURNER wiſhed the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to conſider of ſome abatements to ladies with ſmall incomes, ſuch 
as widows living on ſmall annuities, &c. 

Mr. W. SMITH ſuggeſted the propriety of including the 
maſters of ſchools and academies, in the deductions to be allowed 
to ſhopkeepers and retail dealers. To this Mr. Chancellor Pitt 
ſeemed to aſſent. | 

Sir James Pulteney was going to propoſe ſome verbal amend. 
ments in the body of the bill, when Mr. Speaker ſaid, that 
this was not the proper time; ſince, if any ſuch were now made, 
they would, by the rules of the Houſe, exclude other amendment 
from the preceding parts of the bill. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY wiſhed to know, wha the 
officers of the Exchequer were to forego their fees on the money 
ariſing from this bill. Such. a meaſure had been talked of on the 
Triple-aſſeſſment Bill. He alſo withed to know who were to 
aſſeſs the inſpectors and ſurveyors * The bill made no proviſion 
in this reſpect. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, there was no particular reaſon for 


the officers of the Exchequer ſurrendering their fees on the money 


ariſing from this bill, more than if it 8 in any other way. Their 
fees were not on the reecipt, but on the iſſue of the money; and it 
would make no difference to them, whether the ſum of ten millions 
were raiſed by this bill, or by a loan. With reſpect to the aſſeſſ- 
ment of ſurveyors and inſpectors, that was certainly a fit matter of 
conſideration, though they would probably be parſons of ſo ſmall 
income as to render it a ſubje of no great importance. Perhaps 
the beſt way would be, to order their aſſeſſments to be made by the 
Commiſſioners. | 

Mr. "TIERNEY thought what had fallen from Sir W. Pultency 
had nat been rightly underſtood. Under the Triple-aſſeſſment 
Bill, a proviſion was made to receive voluntary contributions, and 
certain perſons, particularly gentlemen in office, had engaged to pay 


a fifth of their income. He wiſhed to know, whether theſe _ | 


tions were ſtill to exiſt in reſpect to this bill? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that all the Triple- aſſeſſment Bill 
would ſtill exift, and he in full force, except only ſuch parts as were 
repealed by the preſent meaſure, of which the raiſing the tripic 
aſſeſſment was the principal. Gentlemen might therefore make 
voluntary contributions as formerly, and thoſe in office miglit give 
juſt as much as they pleaſed, above the ten per cent. exacted by the 


bill. But he did not conceive they were bound to pay a fifth now, 
as thcy had done formerly. Their exceſs of payment under the 


1 
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other bill was made in conſequence of the emergency of the caſe, 
and to ſupply the deficiencies that, upon a calculation, might ariſe 
by evaſions or otherwiſe of the ſum expected to be raiſed. The 
ſame circumſtances did not now exiſt ; and it would be unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that becauſe ſome gentlemen had paid a fifth 
when others paid none at all, they ſhould therefore continue the 
fame payments when an equal to ten per cent. was levied. Still, 
however, they were at liberty on this point to follow their own in- 
clinations. 

The queſtion of adjournment paſſed. 

Mr. SPEAKER gave notice, that he ſhould take the chair pre- 
ciſely at three o'clock on the following day, when he hoped there 
would be a ſufficient attendance to enable him to proceed to 
buſineſs. 


Tueſday, Fanuary 1, 1799. 


On petition for the encloſure of ſome open land, 

Sir W. DOLBEN took occaſion to obſerve, that the growth of 
timber was an object of great national importance as it regarded the 
navy. He was ſorry to obſerve, that timber was not planted in the 
grounds which had been encloſed of late years by the authority of 
Parliament, and that, in that particular, the public intereſt had 


been neglected. He wiſhed to ſce an order made in the Houſe, ' 


that when fifty acres and upwards ſhould be allowed to be ineloſed 


by Parliament, a proportionable quantity of ſuch land ſhould be 


allotted for the growth of timber for the navy. 

Honourable Mr. PLERREPOINT approved highly of the 
ſentiments juſt uttered by the honourable Baronet, and — to ſee 
them adopted by the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved the order of the day, to take 
into farther conſideration the Income Bill. 

A number of verbal amendments were propoſed by Mr. Cle 
cellor PITT, and adopted by the Houſe. 

Sir G. P. TURNER propoſed an amendment to one of the 
clauſes, for the purpoſe of providing that of the income of any 


widow or ſpinſter, up to the ſum of Zool. a year, no more than 


one-twentieth be taken by this bill. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Sir J. PUIsFENEY, after taking a general view of the bill as 
it affected landed proprietors and commercial men, maintained the 
Propriety of allowing to the landed intereſt the ſame advantage of 
lecrecy from the aſſeſſor with regard to the diſcloſure of income as 
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was allowed to commercial perſons, and for that purpoſe he moved 


an amendment in the clauſe which includes the oath, &c. 

'This amendment was ſupported by Sir W. Pulteney and Mr. 
Jones; and oppoſed by Mr. Chancellor Pitt, who retained the ob- 
jections he had formerly urged againſt it; and alſo by Mr. Simeon, 
who, although he once approved of the general principle of the 
amendment, was now convinced of its danger, if not impraQica- 
bility. 

The amendment was 7 and negatived. 

A number of other verbal amendments were then propoſed by 


Mr. Chancellor Pitt, and adopted by the Houſe. 


Wedneſday, January 2. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that having obſerved a notice was 
given that a motion would be made after the holidays to take into 
conſideration the ſtatements made reſpecting the priſon of Cold. bath 
Fields, it would be neceſſary to lay before the Houſe ſuch docu- 
ments as would give it information upon that ſubject, and prepare 
it for diſcuſſion. He therefore moved, that an humble addreſs be 
prefented to His Majeſty, praying he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 


give direQions for laying before the Houſe a copy of an affidavit 


of the keeper of the priſon in Cold-bath Fields, taken before 
Richard Ford, Eſq. on the 31ſt of December laſt, and alſo the 
letter written by his Grace the Duke of Portland by His Majeſiy's 


command, in conſequence thereof; which was ordered. 


Mr. Chancellor. Pitt moved the order of the day to take into 
farther conſideration the Income Bill, which being read, ſeveral 
verbal amendments were agreed to; and there being not a fingle 
clauſe offered as a rider to the engroſſment; the queſtion was put 
that this bill do paſs. —Ordercd, 


And that Mr. John Smith do carry it to the Lords, and deſire 
their concurrence. 


- 


Thurſday, January 3. 


Mr. SPEAKER counted the Houſe at four o'clock, and there 


being preſent only ſeventeen Members, an adjournment took place 
of courſe. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, January 4. 


Lord GRENVILLE moved the order,of the day for the third 
reeding of the bill for ſuſpending the Habeas- Corpus Act; which 
being read, £1 

The Earl of SUFFOLK ſaid, it appeared to him neceſſary that 
Miniſters ſhould have aſſigned fome reaſon for this hill before they 
propoſed it to the Houſe ; he wanted to know what they had to 
alledge in that particular? To bring forward a meaſure, at all 
times grievous, without any neceſſity for it, was highly unjuſt ; and 
of the neceſſity of it, there was no proof given by His Majeſty's 


Miniſters. At the ſame time he acknowledged, that if the State, 


was in danger, the preſent meaſure ought to be adopted ; his opinion 
of the neceſſity of it was to be guided by the evidence that might 
be adduced, or arguments urged in its favour: but he roſe chicfly 
to obſerve, that if Miniſters were to be entruſted with ſuch a power 
as this bill would confer upon them, they ought, at all events, and 
n all caſes, to uſe it with lenity and moderation ; and here his 
Lordſhip ſaid, he was led to reflect on the caſe of a gentleman who 
he had not ſeen for ſeventeen years; a man, he would venture to 
ſay, of as amiable manners and worthy diſpoſition as any he ever 
knew. The gentleman to whom he alluded was Colonel Deſpard. 
He knew that gentleman, and another officer of great merit, whom 


the noble Earl mentioned, but whoſe name we did not diſtinaly 


hear ; he knew them in the ſervice abroad, when his Lordſhip had a 
command of brigade. He had frequent occaſions to converſe with 
Colonel Deſpard, and he was convinced, from all he ſaw of him, 
that he was a man of an amiable and excellent diſpoſition, equal to 
any he ever knew in his life. Indeed, the noble Earl ſaid, it was 
not until very lately that he knew that Colonel Deſpard was in the 
itoation which he is, and he only happened to learn it a few days 
ago in converſation ; and he now really knew very little of the ſitua- 
tion of that gentleman, and that little he derived from the informa- 
tion of others ; and therefore, if he ſhould happen to ſtate any thing 
that was not corre, he hoped he ſhould be excuſed ; and, indeed, 
he hoped that ſome of the information he had received was not 
true, The information was, that Colonel Deſpard was very 


ſeverely treated in the priſon in which he is now confined ; that he 
vas kept in a cell of ſeven feet ſquare, without fire, without light, 
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and without any thing to reſt upon but a truckle bed. He did not, 
however, know this to be true; he only ſtated it upon the * 
mation of others. If true, it was a very hard caſe—a gentleman 
of ſuch rank and character to be thus treated, was that which could 
not be juſtified. There was no ſpecific charge againſt him; ang 
it was faid, that he was thus confined, and had been ſo for fs 
months. He would appeal to the humanity of the noble Secretary of 
State; and he would alſo appeal to the humanity of all their Lord. 
ſhips, and aſk, whether this was a ſituation in which a gentleman 
of the rank and character of Colonel Deſpard ſhould be placed? He 
wiſhed to know, whether this was a ſpecies of confinement fit for x 


gentleman of ſuch a character, and againſt whom there was ng 


crime alledged. His Lordſhip ſaid, he underſtood that the brother 
of Colonel Deſpard was ſome time ago taken up and kept in con- 
finement for about fix weeks. He inſiſted that he had not been 
guilty of any crime, and that he was entitled to be ſet at liberty ; after 
which he was told there was no charge againſt him, for that it was 


his brother Government wanted. "Theſe points the noble Earl 


mentioned only on the information of others, and he hoped they 
were not true to the extent they had been related to him: and if 
they were, he hoped that care would be taken to moderate them in 
future, as well as to make a mild uſe of the power which Govern- 
ment poſſeſſed in theſe particulars. 

Having faid this, he would venture to introduce . matter 
before their Lordſhips, not indeed immediately connected with the 
ſubject before the Houſc, but of ſuch a nature as to come naturally 
into view when any meaſure was conſidered that had any reference 
to conſpiracy for treaſon. Perhaps he might again be abuſed for 
what he was about to do, as he had been for what he did, in ſome 
of the newſpapers ; he alluded to the evidence he gave on the trial 
of O'Connor at Maidſtone. He wiſhed to clear himſelf from any 
impuration that had been caſt upon him upon that ſubject. He had 
indeed been wantonly and cruelly abuſed for the evidence he gave 
upon that occaſion. He was in Scotland three or four months 2g0; 
and there he ſaw a character of the Earl of Suffolk as one of the vit- 
neſſes for O'Connor, in which he was moſt wantonly and moſt 
groſsly libelled, and in which it was made to appear as if he had 
been the intimate acquaintance of O'Connor. Now he did upon 
his honour moſt folemnly declare that he never had any converſation 
with O'Connor, except that about eleven years ago, and he ſaid then 
what he ſaid now, that from that converſation he was of opinion 
that he never met with a more gentlemanlike man in his life, and 
he never heard from him a ſentiment that would not do honour t 
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any man in England. At that time he was not above twenty-one 


years of age. He believed alſo that he ſtated he ſaw him two or 
three times in company with the Duke of Nortolk, the Earl of 
Moira, and another gentleman, for whoſe name and character he 
had not loſt his reſpe& on account of the difference that of late ſub- 
ited between them upon political points—he meant the late Mr. 
Serjeant Adair ; and there he ſaw nothing that induced him to 
change his opinion reſpecting O'Connor. His evidence was after- 
wards tortured and miſrepreſented in ſome of the papers devoted to 
the intereſt of Government, and he was treated in a manner of which 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, he hoped, were aſhamed. So much was 
he from having any defire to overſtate any thing on that trial, that 
when the priſoner's attorney came to aſk him what was the ſubſtance 
of his evidence, he inſiſted on ſeeing the brief that was to contain 
the queſtions that were to be put to him by the priſoner's counſel, 
and he directed every thing to be left out of the brief except that to 
which he could depoſe as far as it regarded himſelf. He really ſtated 
theſe things becauſe he thought it neceſſary to contradict ſo many 
libels which had gone abroad againſt him on account of the evidence 
which he gave at Maidſtone. Ae ſtated to Lord Hopeton what he 
he now ſtated to their Lordſhips ; and that noble Lord had ſaid 
he was much obliged to him, for that the libels which had gone 
abroad upon this ſubject had made a very unfavourable impreſſion. 
He ſhould not trouble the Houſe any farther upon the ſubject: 
what he had ſaid he conceived to be neceſſary for the vindication 
of his own honour. He begged only to make one more obſer vation 


on the caſe of Colonel Deſpard : it was not to the confinement only 


of Colonel Deſpard that he objeQed (although that was hard, if 
there was no ſpecific charge againſt him), but alſo to the manner of 
his confinement : ſuch a meaſure was grievous to the ſubjeR : it 
might be the caſe of any other man in the kingdom. If theſe 
things were to be done without any reaſon for them, no man can 
be ſafe. | . 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, that all, or at leaſt the greater num- 
ber of the reaſons, upon which their Lordſhips had thought it neceſ- 
fary to ſuſpend the Habeas-Corpus Act laſt ſeſſion, ill exiſted, and 
would doubtleſs induce them to continue the ſuſpenfion. He 


therefore ſhould not ſay any thing more upon that ſubje& at pre- 


ſent. With regard to the newſpaper miſrepreſentation of which the 
noble Lord had complained, he could aſſure him that no one ab- 
horred more than he did thoſe libels with which private and publie 
characters of every deſcription were daily affailed. Nothing was 
more injurious in this country than the licence now taken by the 
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preſs. Indeed it was his opinion, as he underſtood it had been 
already ſtated in another place, that if the wiſdom of Parliament 
did not deviſe ſome means of preventing the circulation of the ſedi. 
tious and treaſonable writings, of the daring and atrocious libels 
which were conſtantly publithed in a multitude of ſhapes, it would 
be impoſſible to anſwer for the ſecurity of the Government, and 
the preſervation of the Conſtitution. The country might be armed, 
and its income expended, but every effort was uſeleſs if this inteſ. 
tine ulcer was ſuffered to prey upon its vitals. None regretted 
more than he did the licentiouſneſs of the preſs, and feeling theſe 
ſentiments, the noble Lord might be aſſured that he ſincerely Joined 
with him in the propriety of making his complaint of the miſre. 
preſentation to which he had been ſubjected. Indeed he was not 
ſurpriſed that the noble Lord had taken an opportunity of making 
this explanation. He did not wonder that he ſhould be anxious 
ro diſclaim all acquaintance with Mr. O'Connor's political conduct 
in this country. It was indeed very ſingular that his Lordſhip, 
who only knew Mr. O'Connor eleven years ago in Ireland, and had 
ſeen him but once in this country, in company with that reſpeQable 


character, the late Mr. Serjcant Adair, ſhould have been called upon 


to give evidence at Maidſtone in favour of that gentleman. It did 
not appear that his Lordſhip could have any knowledge of Mr, 
O'Connor's late connections; but he believed it was not unfortu- 
nate for Mr. O'Connor that ſuch perſons as his Lordſhip ſhould 
be called in that way. It had happened that his Lordſhip's evi- 
dence was a good evidence for Mr. O'Connor. There was one 
remark he ſhould make here, which was, that he did not expect to 
hear it ſtated that a gentleman might not poſſeſs the moſt agreeable 
manners, the moſt amiable diſpoſition, and the moſt extenſive in- 
formation, and yet be the worſt of criminals. He begged the noble 
Lord to reflect, whether a gentleman to whom he had alluded, might 
not poſſeſs all the good qualities he had ſtated to belong to him, and 
yet that this charaQter might not be ſufficient to conſtitute his ac- 
quittal of the charge under which he might labour. With regard 
to the treatment of the State Priſoners, he would aſſure the noble 
Lord that it was only within a few days that it had come to his 
knowledge that any complaint was made upon this ſubject either 35 


to the uſage of the priſoners in general, or the particular treatment 


of Colonel Deſpard. This ſubje& was, however, one which had 
already been before the public, and was likely to undergo farther 
diſcuſſion, and he was convinced, that whenever it ſhould be com- 
pletely inveſtigated, it would ſufficiently appear that no unneceflary 


ſeverity had been exerciſed either on the part of Government, or of 
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the perſons to whoſe care the priſoners had been entruſted. With 
regard to the bill now before the Houſe, he fhould only repeat what 
he had al feady ſaid, that the reaſons which had formerly exiſted for 
adopting a ſimilar meaſure, were not yet removed. 

Lord HOLLAND faid, it was his intention to have oppoſed this 
bill in a preceding ſtage, - but upon coming down to the Houſe he 
found it hurried forward in ſo extraordinary a manner, that, though 


he arrived at the regular time, the buſineſs was concluded. He 


ſhould have expected that their Lordſhips would not have advanced 
one ſtep in a meaſure of this kind until evidence had been pro- 
duced of its neceſſity; but he was aſtoniſhed to find that the bill 
had been read a ſecond time without one word being ſaid either fot 
or againſt it. Their Lordſhips were informed that the ſame reaſons 
exiſted now as were urged when this bill was before the Houſe on a 
former day—to which he would anfwer, that the reaſons could not 
be the ſame, for the ſituation of the country and of its enemies was 
very different now from what it was then ; to ſhew the truth of this 
he ſhould read a paſſage out of the Proclamation of April laſt : 

« Whereas it appears that the prep..ation for the embarkation 
« of troops and warlike ſtores are now carried on with conſidera- 
e ble and inereaſing activity in the ports of France, Flanders-and 
© Holland, with the avowed deſign of attempting the invaſion of 
« His Majeſty's dominions ; and that in this the enemy is encou- 
« raged by the correſpondence and communications of traitorous and 
« difaffeed perſons and ſocicties of theſe kingdoms.” 

[/ide DEBRETT's Collection of STATE PAPERs on the WAR; 
rol 7. fo. 569. | | | 

Did His Majeſty's Miniſters mean to aſſume that it was noto- 
rious there were traitorous deſigns now carrying on in this country, 
or that the enemy were preparing an invaſion, with conſiderable and 
increaſed activity? He ſhould think it an inſult if ſuch a reaſon 
was ſtated, Was the Habeas corpus Act to be ſuſpended for the 
4th time, though the reaſon for its ſuſpenſion had ceaſed ? Ofthe 
importance of that act he had no occaſion to ſay much ; there could 
be no man who did not perfectly know that it was fo that act of 
Parliament alone he owed his perfonal freedom ; that it was to that 
act he was indebted for the privilege of walking the ſtreets in ſafety ; 
that without it he would be liable to a priſon, to all the horrors of a 
loathſome dungeon, without any appeal to the laws, without any 
proſpeQ of the humane and beneficent trial by his equals, and all 
this at the will of an arbitrary Miniſter ; he truſted there was 
no man fo dead to his public duty as to abandon the bulwark raĩſed 
by our anceſtors for the preſervation of the country, without the 
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molt imperious neceſſity. 
proved; it would be for their Lordſhips to conſider whether any 
ſuch proof Had been adduced ; and here he begged to he allowed to 
ſtate it as his opinion, that nothing which had taken place for the 
laſt four years, was ſufficient to juſtify the ſuſpenſion of an act ſo 
valuable to the liberty of the ſubject. Probably he might be told 
to-night, that there were the ſame reaſons for ſuſpending it, as had 
ever been conſidered ſufficient. It might be ſaid, the deſigns of 
our enemies were manitcſt ; that it was neceſſary to ſacrifice ſome 
part of our Conſtitution to preſerve the reſt. He might be told 
of the deteſtable conſequences of French principles; that there 
were men in this country, who had fo rooted an averſion to its Go- 
vernment and Conſtitution, that nothing would ſerve them but 
overturning it. But even admitting all this, he could not conſider 
it as ſufficient for ſuſpending the Habeas- corpus Act. He was, 
however, ready to declare that there might be circumſtances of a 
peculiar nature which might juſtify its ſuſpenſion ; but he never 
could allow that the warlike preparations of an enemy, or the diſ- 
affeQion of the people, the natural conſequence of a war, were 
reaſons weighty enough to induce the Parliament to give up ſo im- 
portant a privilege into the hands of Miniſters. This country had 
been often at war, and Miniſters had exiſted ready to avail themſeves 
of every inſidious means to extend their power, but they had not 
made war a plea for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-corpus AQ. 
The calamities attendant upon a declaration of war were oppreſſive 
enough vf themſelves ; but loath ſhould he be to admit, in addition 
to thoſe calamities, that a declaration of war ſhould neceſſarily im- 
ply a diminution: of the liberty of the people, or an increaſe of the 
power of the crown. He was aſhamed to ſee that thoſe very men 
who were the readieſt to pronounce high-flown panegyrics upon the 
Government and Conſtitution of the Country, were -always the 
moſt eager to adopt thoſe meaſures which tended to deſtroy both. 
They praiſed the Conſtitution, and at the ſame time were impairing 
it; they admired the government, while they were rendering it op- 
He firmly believed the Conſtitution was adequate to its 
own protection. Even at periods when the vigilance of factions 
was afloat, it had always been found ſufficient to preſerve its inhe- 
rent vigour and energy ; and feeling this, he ſhould think it a de- 


{ Logys, 


ſertion of his duty, if he ever conſented to ſuſpend an act, to the 


operation of which ſo much of that vigour. and energy was owing. 
Who would have ſuppoſed, fix years ago, that the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas-corpus Act would ever have been demanded by Miniſters 5 


A mere matter of -courſe ; that a bill to ſuſpend it ſhould have 


If ſuch. neceſſity did exiſt, let it be 
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paſſed to its laſt ſtage, without an argument being urged to convince 
Parliament of the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure ; or that upon the 
aſſertion of Miniſters, that a conſpiracy exiſted, the privileges of the 
country were to be ſuſpended? In fact the exiſtence of a few men 
diſſatisfied with the Government, or tainted with what were called 
Jacobinical principles, was not ſufficient to authorize a ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas-corpus Act; neither, if French principles did prevail 
among any part of the people, was it the way to meet them, to draw 
a line of diſtinction which ſhould ſeparate the rich from the poor, 
and withdraw protection from the one while it was afforded to the 
other. The Houſe had got ſo much into the argument of ſacrifi- 
cing a part to preſerve the reſt, that they ſeemed to have forgot that 
there were laws for puniſhing treaſon, without ſuſpending the Ha- 
beas-corpus Act. There was but one ſtate of circumſtances he 
knew of which could juſtify it, and that was where a conſpiracy 
exiſted, ſo artful in its arrangement, wherein the nature, extent, and 
object of it were ſo difficult to be developed, that the diſcharging 
any one perſon who had been taken up an ſuſpicion, would neceſ- 
farily inform all the parties concerned, and give them on opportu- 
nity of eluding the juſtice of the country ; but even in that caſe he 
would be cautious to whom ſuch power was entruſted. It would be 
to thoſe who had wiſdom to underſtand the power, and reſolution not 
to abuſe it. He would tell them that by putting ſuch a power in 
their hands it was not intended they ſhould indiſeriminately arreſt all 
perſons they pleaſed, thoſe even againſt whom they had no evi- 
dence ; but merely, that they were to delay the trials of thoſe 
againſt whom they had evidence, but whom it would be imprudent 
to bring to immediate trial. Unleſs they fully underſtood this, no 
danger, however alarming, no conſpiracy, however extenſive, ſhould 
induce him to ſuſpend the Habeas- corpus Act, ſo long as there were 
tribunals in the country for the peaceful adminiſtration of juſtice, ſo 
long as there remained a ſemblance of law and government, . See 
whether it was neceſſary at this period; to prove it was, ſome docu- 
ments ſhould have been produced, if for nothing elſe, at leaſt to have 
preſerved the character of the Houſe, and to have convinced the 
people they did not wantonly wreſt from them what their anceſtors 
had confidered neceffary for their ſecurity. Even though every one 
of their Lordſhips were aſſured of the neceſſity for paſſing the bill, 
it would be preſerving a degree of decorum, that ſome proofs were 
brought to ſhew it was upon neceſſity, and not out of wantonneſs, 
they proceeded. But it was notorious to their Lordſhips, no one do- 
cument had been offered; all the materials on which the Houſe 
could proceed, conſiſted in the ſuggeſtions of Miniſters as to the 
| 32 2 
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ſtate of public affairs. But. would thoſe ſuggeſtions be now relied 
on, or could their Lordſhips entertain any doubt as to the diſpoſitions 
of the people of this country, after the events of laſt year? Would 
they not allow, that the people at the period to which he alluded, 
although they were then labouring under burdens unparalleled, had 
del to the utmoſt extent of their means, certainly beyond the 
moſt ſanguine expectations, the moment they were appriſed of dan- 
ger? Such was their regard for the perſon of His. Majeſty, ſuch 
their attachment to the country, that they cordially and generally 
came forward to defend the one and ſupport the other. However 
they might have bewailed that conduct which had reduced them to 
their preſent ſituation, they came forth with one hand, with one 
heart, to repel the enemy and aſſiſt their King. After a people had 
ſo exerted themſelves, it was inſulting their feelings to allow a bill, 
filled with calumnies and libels on them, to remain three days in 
the Houſe, and even to paſs to its laſt ſtage, without an argument 
to ſhew its neceſſity, He was ſure, from what he had repeatedly 
heard from the noble Secretary, every one muſt feel the neceſſity of 
confidence between the governors and the governed ; but what con- 
fidence could exiſt, if the enthuſiaſm diſplayed by the people was 
met with coldneſs ; if the chearfulneſs with which they paid taxes, 
unequal and oppreſſive as they were, was received with diſguſt! 
What could be expected from ſuch treatment? Would they not 
naturally argue, that thoſe perſons were unworthy of the confidence 
of the people who ſeemed to have ſo little regard for theirs! Thus, 
then, it appeared, from the comparative ſtate of public affairs, this 
year and the laſt, that the reaſon for ſuſpending the H abeas- corpus 
AR no lois.cr exiſted, the preamble of the bill no longer applied. 
Thanks to the raſhneſs of the enemy; thanks to the bravery and 
{kill of the Britiſh ſeamen ; and, above all, thanks to the victory 
obtained by Lord Nelſon ; and thanks, no leſs, to the vigour and 
activity of the Admiralty, the danger of invaſion was not only te- 
moved, but wholly deſtroyed. The plea, therefore, founded on the ap- 
prehenſion of invaſion, was at an end, and no other remained but that 
of the conſpiracies of the very people who had ſo chearfully met thc 
demands of Government. But then followed the argument, that 
the Executive Government were the beſt judges of the necellity, 
and that the Houſe muſt know they had not brought forward, nor 
ever would bring forward, a propoſition to ſuſpend the Habeas-cot- 
pus Act, unleſs they were convinced of the exiſtence of a conſpi- 
racy. With reſpe& to that argument, he wiſhed to know in what 
chapter of the Conſtitution of this country there was any thing te 
Þ be found to oblige Parliament to belicv: M:t.ifters when they wes 
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d recommending what was to place additional power in their hands. | | 4 | 
ns They might ſay, it was not their intereſt to miſuſe the power en- bit | 54 | 
Id truſted to them; but, to this he would obſerve, there were men poſ- my 
d, ſeſſed of a depraved appetite that could bear no reſtraint ; men, | F 1 
ad whoſe thirſt for power was ſuch, that they cared not how unneceſ- Mt 481 
he fary any meaſure of rigour was, provided it tended to increaſe their j 1 | 
n- power. The conſtitutional words, jealouſy of Miniſters, ſbould wh 
ch lead the Houſe to withhold confidence, and to refuſe to reſign power 1 2 
ly out of their hands, unleſs where the neceſſity was fully proved. He 110 14 
er could ſee nothing in the conduct or language of Miniſters to induce mw 
to the Houſe to wave that jealouſy in their favour. He could look bw 
ne back, and ſee that thoſe individuals who had been brought to trial 4 ; 0 
ad under every diſadvantage, with the prejudice of Miniſters againſt bl 34 
Il, them, had been proved innocent ; to the honour of the Juries who ; ö Al 
in had tried them, they had conquered every prejudice, and acquitted 1" mil 
ent them. When he conlidered the reſult of thoſe trials, he had little a 1 
A heſitation in ſaying, that far from thinking Miniſters ſnould be in- j Is 
of dulged with additional power, there never was a time when it was 1 
n. leſs neceſſary. He maintained the ſyſtem by which they governed j 3 
vas was a ſyſtem of alarm ; they knew they had no way of diverting the by b 
es people from reflecting on the miſeries of the war, and their own 1 
lt * incapacity, but by raiſing an alarm, that all who oppoſed the war 1 3 | 
not were Jacobins, and leagued with the French to deſtroy the country. . == 
nee This was the way in which the Government had been ſupported, | i 
V5, and Miniiters enabled to paſs this and bills of a fimilar tendency ; ; 1k 
this but he believed the juggle would not continue long: he did not \ 
pus think the people would be long inclined to believe them on that WW: | 
ed, ſubject : he believed the cry of Jacobiniſm would not long take 1 
and hold ; but that the people of this country would enter into a ſerious 1 

ory examination of the conduct of Miniſters. They ſeem to him to 

and have overſhat their mark. Their ſignal for alarm would not now 

te- raiſe an alarm; they had rung the alarm bell ſo long in the people's 

ap- cars, that it would no longer awaken them. Neither the failure of 

that the object of the war, or the diſtreſſes of the people, had prevented 

the them from evincing a line of conduct laſt year, when the country 

that was threatened, that reflected the higheſt degree of honour on them- 
Iity, ſelves—the ungenerous treatment they had received from Miniſters 

nor in return aſtoniſhed him. So far from recanting their former aſ- 
cor- ſertion of diſaffection among the people, they had obliquely ad- 
\ſpi- ded to them, and now continued to load them with ealumnies which 
hat they knew were not deſerved. He truſted the people would, to 
g to the ſatisfaQion of Europe and of poſterity, contradict thoſe calum- 
Were 


nies; and he trulted alſo, that their aclions would ſoon contradict 
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another calumny, namely, that of their being intended by Admi. 
niftration to aſſiſt their views againſt themſelves, and through the 
medium of alarm to become a party ſupporting the attacks of Mi. 
niſters againſt their own liberty, freedom, and independence. 
Lerd GREENVILLE faid, that if the debate on this bill had 
depended on the merits of the individuals who compoſe the preſent 
Adminiſtration, he ſhould certainly have no hope, perhaps no am- 
bition, to convince the noble Lord of the propriety of any part of 
the meaſure— indeed it would, perhaps, be difficult to perſuade that 
noble Lord of the propriety of any meaſure of His Majeſty's Mi 
niſters. He had aQed uniformly, as if he thought them wrong in 
every thing; but although His Majeſty's Miniſters had not the ap- 
probation of that noble Lord, yet they had repeatedly received the 
fupport of a conſiderable part of the Houſe he had now the honour 
of addreſſing. There were ſome minds on which prejudice had fo 
ſtrong an effect, that even facts would not alter them; there were 
others on whom facts and the reaſoning and deduction that followed 
a ſeries of events had much impreſſion. He ſhould therefore rather 
aſk for the aſſent of others in the Houſe, than for the aſſent of the 
noble Lord who had juſt ſpoken. I 


As to the trial of perſons who were acquitted at the Old Bailey, 


he thought the point had been given up, and that it was never to be 
iniſted upon again, that the acquittal of theſe perſons invalidated the 
reports of the two Houfes of Parliament relative to the cxiſtence of a 
conſpiracy againft the Government of this country. Were we to 
know, at this time, after all that had happened, that the acquittal, 
the honourable acquittal, of perſons indicted for high treaſon, was a 
proof of entire innocence? Were we now to learn that it was im- 
poſſible for any man to be acquitted, and afterwards prove to be 
guilty of high treaſon? He would ſay, that, ſo far was the event 
of theſe trials from negativing the aſſertion of the reports, of the 
exiſtence of a conſpiracy, that it tended to confirm it; the manner 
in which the defence of the firſt perſon who was put upon his trial 
eftabliſhed, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, the exiſtence of a con- 
ſpiracy in this country, and the truth of all the aſſertions in the re- 
ports of the two Houſes upon that ſubject and, by the way, before 
the noble Lord ſaid any thing againſt theſe reports again, Jet him 
read the reports ; if he had read theſe reports, he would have found 
that no one perſon was named in the whole of them; that they 
were left imperfect, even rather than that they ſhould be ſuppoſed 


to inculpate any individual whatever, ſo delicate had both Houſes 
of Parliament been upon that ſubject. But it ſeemed there Was 
vo evidence of any conſpiracy. Did the noble Lord ever hear that 
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it was proved on theſe trials, or was now doubted, that there exiſted 
in this country a certain ſociety called the Correſponding Society? 
The object of that ſociety was, under the maſk of Parliamentary 
Reform, to pull down-the Government of this country, to deſtroy 
all the protection which it at preſent afforded to property, and to in- 


troduce a new ſyſtem of things in this country on the model of the 


French Government. Theſe things, his Lordſhip ſaid, were 
proved at the trials at the Old Bailey, to which the noble Lord had 
alluded, and in which acquittals he had triumphed ſo much. They 
were ſo well underſtood to be proved, even by the counſel for the 
priſoner who was firſt tried (Hardy), that the beſt defence the learned 
gentlemen could make for their client (he was not blaming them 
for it, they were right in doing every thing they could for their 
client) ; but the beſt defence they were able to ſet up was, that no 
man could be ignorant of the facts, but that the priſoner was a poor, 
harmleſs, ſimple, inoffenſive man, and that if any miſchief was in- 
tended by any body, he did not know, or was in the leaſt aware of 
it—and the acquittal of the others turned very much on the ac- 
quittal of the firſt ; but nobody ever thought of doubting the views 
entertained by ſome members of this ſociety. 

With reſpe& to another point brought forward by the noble 
Lord againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters, namely, that they repreſent 
every perſon as a Jacobin who did not agree with them in politics ; 
all he could ſay was, that he had not known of any ſuch diſpoſition 
yet ; but if there had been any ſuch diſpoſition in the Miniſters of 
Government, he knew of no Oppoſition that had ever been ſeen in 
this country to whom Miniſters owed ſuch obligations as they did to 
the preſent, if it was their deſire to call them Jacobins, or men at- 
tached to French principles. The noble Lord had talked of Mi- 
niſters having alarmed the Houſe and the public, for the pur- 
pole of paſſing the bill now before their Lordſhips ; and had alſo 
complained that the ſecond reading of it was conducted fo quietly, 
that, had it not have been for the accident of being a few minutes 
too late he ſhould have oppoſed the ſecond reading. Theſe charges 
were not very conſiſtent with each other; for if alarm was the 
foundation of the bill, or the cover for it, the paſſing it ſeeretly 
would be impoſſible. But the noble Lord had aſked, on what 
evidence Miniſters maintained the neceſſity of this bill ? He would 
refer the noble Lord to the very evidence, part of which he had re- 
ferred to already Here the noble Secretary quoted the words of 
the Proclamation in April laſt, which ſtated that our enemies were 
aded and abetted by perſons in this country, &c. &c.]—and then 
oblerved, that the evidence was laſt year deemed ſo ſatisfactory, that 
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the bill now before the Houſe then paſſed unanimouſly. But hag 
not the fact turned out as His Majeſty's Minifters had foretold it? 
Was it not confirmed in the cafe of a perſon who was acquitted, 
honourably acquitted, at Maidſtone? The Houſe need not be told 
he alluded to the cafe of O- Connor. Had not that traitor, fince 
his trial and honourable acquittal, thrown himſelf upon the mercy 
of that gracious Sovereign whom he had conſpired with other 
traitors to dethrone ? Had he not afterwards, to obtain that mercy, 
detailed upon his oath circumſtances which were afterwards con. 
firmed by a Rebellion? But was that all? Had not another 
perſon, confederate with O*Connor (O*Coigly) been convicted of 
treaſon upon the evidence of a paper, by which it appeared that a 
communication was to-be made to the French DireQory, not from 
any focicty in Ireland, but from a ſociety in England? Was not 
that paper the evidence on which the Jury convicted that traitor! 
All theſe things he ſtated to ſhew, that the aſſertion of there having 
been a conſpiracy in this country was not lightly made. What was 
the caſe at the preſent moment? That a treaſonable conſpiracy 
had exiſted in Ireland, ever fince the year 1791, he referred to 
the reports of both Houſes of Parltament in that country. By this 
it was maniteſt that the deſign had been long conceived of ſeparating 
Ireland from this country. This was planned by a ſociety. The 
very formation of that ſociety was to put forward a Parliamentary 
Reform as a cloak to the real deſign, but not to ſhew that deſign 
until they thought ſome impreſſion was made on the minds of the 
people; the maſk was afterwards partly thrown off, for inſtead of 2 
Reform in Parliament, they talked of a free Parliament. Nor was 
this plan the leſs deteſtable on account of religion being made uſe of 
as a cloak to cover its iniquity. This plan was followed up alſo 
in England. Did any man believe that the real deſign of the 
meeting at Chalk Farm was to reconcile the people of England to 
a peaceable, conſtitutional Parliamentary Reform? No man could 
think ſo who was not blinded by prejudice. This country con. 
tained a number of diſaffected men; and it had been made the 
depot of the treaſonable endeavours of many who were concerned in 
the Iriſh Rebellion. As to the idea that the people of England 
would conceive themſelves calumniated by this bill, he owned he 
did not ſee any reaſon to apprehend any ſuch thing, any more than 
they would think they were called murderers, becauſe a law W 
made againſt murder; and if. he thought the diſcontent of the 
people of England againt Government was general, he ſhould no 
propoſe this meaſure, becauſe, in ſuch a caſe, little could be done by 
the impriſonment of a few. But he was perſuaded the. people 
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gould view this bill as Minifters intended to uſe it, not for the de- 
ſtruction of their liberty, but for the continuance and protection of 
it; a meaſure which was not to bring them to miſery, bui was 
adopted in tenderneſs of their future happineſs, as well as of their 
preſent ſecurity. 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, that he never had aſſerted abſolutely 
that the verdi& of a Jury proved that ne conſpiracy did exiſt, This 
much it proved, however, that when Miniſters did come to Parlia- 
ment and aſk for extraordinary powers, that they had taken up per- 
ſons who were not guilty of that conſpiracy, or that there was no 
conſpiracy at all. This point the noble Secretary had been very 
ready to debate, but he had not touched upon ſeveral arguments 
which he had ſtated ; nor did he ſay any thing of the preſent ſtate 
of the country to juſtify the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. The 
reaſon recited in the preamble laſt-year was, that the enemy were 
about to invade this country, and that they were to be aſſiſted by 
their partiſans in the deſign. It was not afferted, however, that 
this was now the ſtate of the country. He did not think, how- 
ever, that although this might be the fact, it neceſſarily followed 
that this was ſufficient reaſon for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus. With reſpe& to the trials at Maidſtone, the paper of 
which Quigley was the bearer, did not prove that the conſpirators 
in this country were numerous or powerful. It was not ſigned ; 
and ſurely the French Government could never have been fo abſurd 
as to act upon ſuch a document as the proof that they would meet 
with co-operation. If the allegation, that there were diſcontented 
men in the community, was deemed ſuificient, the conduct of a very 
few men might, on every occaſion, be taken as the pretence for de- 
priving a whole nation of its privileges. With reſpe& to what had 


been faid of Mr. O'Connor, he ſaw no reaſon why he might not 


have been ſaid to be honourably acquitted. He had been acquitted 
of the crime for which he was tried at Maidſtone ; and though he 
was afterwards proved to be guilty of other treaſons, that did not 
infer that he had not been properly acquitted of a previous charge. 
The noble Lord had alluded to the fituation of Ireland. - Did the 
noble Lord think that diſturbances in Ireland was a good reaſon for 
ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus here? He thought not. The noble 
Lord himſelf had ſaid, that there was food and fuel for rebellion in 
Ireland. What then was to be done? Would it not be the beſt 
way to remove that fuel, rather than make laws againſt thoſe who 
are ſuppoſed to be diſpoſed to ſet fire to it? The ſyſtem purſued in 
Ireland gave us ſtrong reaſons to think that ſevere laws were not 
the remedy for ſuch an evil. Under all the attempts to repreſs it 
Vor. VII. 3U | 
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by legiſlative ſeverity, the Rebellion of Ireland had inereaſed; ang 
if it was ſuppreſſed, it was by the valour of our troops, and the gal. 
Jantry of our ſeamen. We had not much reaſon then to rely upon 
the effects of the ſyſtem acted upon by Miniſters, from the example 
of Ircland. He thought he had heard the noble Secretary ſay (and 
he begged to be underſtood, that he did not willingly miſtate), that 
the purport of the bill was to enable Miniſters to take up perſons 
on bare ſuſpicion without proot—{ Here a noble Peer cricd © No!) 
Certainly he conceived the object of ſuch a bill to be, to enable Go. 
vernment to put off the trials of perſons detained, upon ſome good 
reaſon to believe that their trials might be attended with diſadvant. 
age to the whole community. The noble Lord ſaid, that inſtead of 
being brought forward to excite alarm, the bill had hitherto paſſed 
quietly. It was not a very conſolatory reflection, however, that it 
did ſo paſs. It was a proof that the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus had now become ſo common as to be conſidered a meaſure 
nowiſe important or intereſting. The noble Lord, too, had ſaid, that 
the principles of certain perſons in Ireland and here were the 
ſame—and be alluded to the meeting at Chalk Farm. Certain!y, 
however, it was not the courſe of conſpirators which the perſons 
then aſſembling had followed; and if they had entertained the de- 
ſigns imputed to them, they probably would have taken another 
courſe. Government, however, would much better conſult the 
tranquillity of the Country, and the ſafety of the Conſtitution, by 
removing grievances, taking away colourable pretexts, and by 
leaving as little fuel as poſſible for rebellion, for inecpdiaries to 
work upon. 

The Houſe then e For the third reading of the bill, 20; 
Againſt it, 1. 

Lord GREN VILLE moved ws order of the MY for the ſccond 
reading of the Income-tax Bill. 

Lord HOLLAND objected to the bill's being then read a ſe- 
cond time, urging the neceſſity of not hurrying a meaſure of ſuch 
magnitude through the Houſe, and declaring that paſt experience 
ſhewed the impclicy of precipitately carrying bills of finance through 
both Houſes of Parliament; nay, in the very laſt ſeſſion they had 


paiticd through a finance meaſure of confiderable importance (the 
Land-tax Redemption Pill) ſo haſtily, that as foon as it came to be 


carried into execution, it was found to be ſo imperfect that it had 
been abſolutely neceiiary to bring, in a bill, as ſoon as, the preſent 


ſeſſion commenced, to amend and correct the act of laſt ſeſſion, fo 


as to give it practicability and effect; and that bill, their Lord- 


ſhips would recollect, had already ee the royal aſſent, That 
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example alone, therefore, ought to induce the Houſe to proceed now 
with more caution and more deliberation, and not almoſt the next 
day after a bill had been introduced, that went to take ten millions 
out of the pocket of the ſubject, which, if it failed, would entail 
the moſt calamitous conſequences on many valuable claſſes of the 
people, to proceed to the ſecond reading of it. Their Lordſhips 
ought to be allowed ſomewhat more time to conſider of the principle 
of the bill, before they were called upon to give it their ſanction, 
He hoped, therefore, there would be no objeQion to poſtponing the 
ſecond reading to Monday next ; and with that view te moved, 
that the Houſe do now adjourn. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that where a meaſure was of great 
importance, and the principle of it, from its nature, was not elecarly 
to be conceived without much previous examination, he ſhould ever 
hold it his duty to give ample time for due deliberation, and above 
all things to avoid the indecent office of preſſing it upon their Lord- 
ſhips with unbecoming haſte and precipitancy ; but in the preſent 
inſtance he ſaw no reaſon whatever to warrant the delay of a day or 
two before the Houſe proceeded to read the bill a ſecond time. 


That Houſe had already recognized the principle of the bill, which 


was extremely fimple, and had nothing complicated or difficult in 
it. They had ated upon it laſt year, when they agreed to the Af- 
leſſed- taxes Bill, which was founded preciſely on the ſame prinei- 
ple, viz. the principle of raifing a large portion of the ſupplies of 
the year by the exertions of the ſubjeas, and their conſenting to 
ſubmit to a contribution adequate to that objeR, rather than the 
money ſhould be raiſed as heretofore, by loan, which would neceſ- 
larily entail a load of taxes on them in perpetuity. So univerſally 
admitted was the wiſdom and policy of adopting that principle, that 
he had not conceived there could have been one noble Lord found, or 
one individual capable of judging upon ſuch ſubjeEts, who would have 
expected or deemed it in the ſmalleſt degree neceffary for him to have 
ſaid a word in its recommendation. The experiment of the principle 
had been laſt year tried, and tried with ſucceſs, and the preſent bill 
was nothing more than following up tae principle by another mode of 
taxation, and ende4vouring to make it bear more equally, and with 
greater effect upon the different ranks of people. It had long been 
received and ſubmitted to as undeniable axiom, that it was im- 


polſible for the ingenuity of man to deviſe a ſpecies of taxation fo 


completely and entirely equal as to reach the ſummit of perfeQion ; - 
nor was it in meaſures of finance alone that it was impoſſible to attain 
perfection, it was inſeparable from all human efforts of every kind 
hatſoever; but becauſe abſolute perfection in the equal bearings 
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of a mode of taxation could not be hoped for, there was no reaſon 
why an obvious improvement on a mode already tried, and an en- 
deavour to bring it ſomewhat nearer to perfection, ſhould be objeQeg 
to; he was not a little ſurpriſed at the noble Lord's wiſhing to put 
oti the ſecond reading of the bill, which they were not called upon 
to read a ſecond time the next day after it came into the Houle, 
but which had been two days before their Lordſhips, and the prints 
of which lay upon the table. If the derailed parts of it were liable 
to objection, the noble Lord would recollect that the bill muſt de 
read a ſecond time before the Houſe could go into the diſcuſſion of 
the enacting clauſes, and therefore the ſooner the bill was read 2 
ſecond time the better; or of thoſe who meant to oppoſe the bill 
intended to reject it, that was a reafon likewiſe for proceeding to 
read it, as the ſooner it was rejected the more time would of 
courſe remain for the introduQion of a new one in its room. His 
Lordthip repeated, that the excellence of the principle of the bil, 
ard the preference which every conſide rate man gave to it over the 
cultom of raiſing the ſupplies by loan, were fo well known, that he 


could not fee any juſt reaſon for delaying the ſecond reading of the 


bill that evening, and therefore he muſi object to the noble Lords 
motion to adjourn. e 

The Earl of SUFFOLK ſaid, ſo far from objecting to the prin- 
ciple of the bill, it was a principle which he had always con{.dered 
as the only wiſe principle of taxation in time of expenſive war, and 
which their Lordſhips might recolled he had himſelf recommended 
laſt year in that Houſe, as a principle more equal and more juſt than 
the mode then adopted but though that was decidedly his opinicn, 
yet when he conſidered the great object of the bill, which bore im- 
mediately and with a heavier preſſure upon their Lordthips than any 
other order of the people, for their Lordſhip's property, he would 
venture to declare, was ten times greater in amount than all the pro- 
perty of the other branch of the Legiſlature, he could not but object 
to the indecent haſte that His Majeſty's Miniſters wanted to lead that 
Houſe into; and to ſay that the poſtponing the ſecond reading of the 
bill till Monday was a poor delay indeed, and much ſhorter than ought 
to be allowed. He muſt alſo alledge as a reaſon why the Houle 
ought to proceed more deliberately with a bill of ſo much impot- 
tance, and which was calculated to take ten millions out of the pockets 


of the people at once, that the proper attention had not been paid to 
it elſewhere, and he thought he had a right to ſay, that the Houſe of 


Commons had hurricd it through with great precipitancy, and had 
afforded ground for complaint by paſſing the clauſes lately rs, 
duced in very thin Houſes. Thoſe clauſes were by no means in'g: 
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nificant, and ſhould have been attended to in another manner.— 
The words Order! Order!“ were uttered by ſeveral Lords. 
Lord Suffolk, therefore, after a few more correſponding remarks on 
the neceſſity of farther delay, ſat down. | 

Lord GRENVILLE roſe again to aſſure the noble Earl that 
he had been extremely miſinformed as to the ſuppoſed precipitate 
treatment of the bill in another place. So far from it, he could take 
upon him to aſſert that no preceding bill of finance had ever expe- 
rienced ſo full or ſo frequent a diſcuſſion of all its parts: neither had 
any bill whatever been more ſcrupulouſly examined and argued upon 
than that then under their Lordſhips' conſideration. With regard 
to the debates upon it, it was true they had not been occupied by 
long ſpeeches, but the Members had been much more uſefully em- 
ployed in modelling, ſhaping and finiſhing, the ſeveral clauſes, ſo as 
to render them practicable, and as little objeQionable as poſſible ; 
and in order to effect this no time or pains had been ſpared. Even 
the clauſes laterly introduced had been all fully opened, and the 
view of them explained in the cleareſt manner—not perhaps to 
very full attendances, but to ſuch gentlemen as had turned their 
minds moſt to the ſubject, and had taken a leading ſhare in every 
proceeding upon the bill. He thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much 
to ſatisfy the noble Earl, although to do this he had fallen into fome 
little irregularity, as it was not the province of that Houſe to inter- 
fere with what paſſed in another place, or into any diſeuſſion of the 
manner in which it had conducted itfelf. He had, however, heard 
nothing to induce him to withdraw his motion, that the bill be read 
a ſecond time that evening. 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, the Houſe might be ſatisfied that he 
never would act ſo diſorderly as to allude improperly to what paſſed 
in another Houſe of Parliament, but he till thought that more 
time ought to be allowed before the bill was read a ſecond time. It 
was very true the prints of it lay upon the table, and the bill had 
deen three days in the Houſe ; but yet it was not poſſible for noble 
Lords to have read it, or to be prepared to ſay, that they agreed to 
the principle on the naked ſtaternent of it in the abſtract. Laſt 
year, upon the ſame principle, an experiment had been tried in the 
triple aſſeſſment of the taxes, and that experiment had failed; and 
the pretence for the preſent. bill was, that it would operate more 
equally, and to a larger extent; that was at preſent merely a ſpecu- 
lation, and before noble Lords committed themſelves to it, they 
ought to have time for conſideration, and to atk themſelves how far 
they thought it wiſe to take it for granted? He owned for one he 
had maintained converſations on the ſubject with men competent to 
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ſpeak of it, and was not therefore altogether a ſtranger to the nature 
of the bill. Latterly, however, he had not ſo much attended to jt, 
and had rather thought it right to reſerve the making up of his ming 
upon it, till the bill came regularly before the Houſe ; nor was it à 
ſatisfactory argument to his mind, that the principle ought to be 
adopted, becauſe abſolute perfection, in point of equality in taxation, 
was admitted to be utterly unattainable, but that this bill attempted, 
what it was right to attempt, namely, to approach nearer to that 


perfection than the Legiſlature had done before. That argument 


might be urged with equal advantage in favour of any other bill, 
upon the ſubject of taxation. Another reaſon which he muſt again 
urge, for more time before the Houſe proceeded farther with the 
bill, was the conſideration of the calamitous effect the bill would 
have, if it failed. In that caſe it would drive hundreds and thou- 
ſands to diſtreſs, and from diſtreſs to deſpair. That conſideration 
alone, in his mind, was an unanſwerable argument, and would 
make it a matter of conſcience with him to perſiſt in his motion to 
aCjourn. | 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack, and ex- 
preſſed nis ſurpriſe that there ſh0u!d have arifen a ſingle difficulty 
about reading the bill a ſecond time, when their ſole object in fo 
doing was the adoption of the principle of ita principle which the 
Houſe had adopted and acied upon fo lately. That principle 
relied upon two clear and diſtinct propoſitions the one propoſition 


was, Whether it was wiſer to raiſe a conſiderable portion of the 


ſupplies of the year within the year, by a larger contribution on the 
part of the people, than by the mode of a loan, which would make 
more taxes neceſſary to pay the intereſt, and that in perpetuity ! 
The other propoſition was, How far, if the firſt propoſition were 
admitted, the means provided by the bill were calculated to carry 
that propoſition into practicable effect? With regard to the firſt, 
it was no new ſubject of diſcuſſion. The wiſdom and the principle 
of railing a large ſhare of the ſupplies within the year had been con- 
ſidered at a period to which the memory of the noble Lord, at leaſt, 


would not go ſo long ſince as the year 1778, when it was a topic 


treated by various writers who examincd it with conſiderable powers 
of reſearch, and the arguments on both ſides were brought forward, 
and the objections it was liable to, as well as the reaſons in its fa- 
vour, were fairly ſtated. That a wiſh to have the principle of 
raiſing a conſiderable part of the ſupplies within the year, by the 
mode provided by the preſent bill, was felt, and deemed the moſt 


preferable mode, he could eaſily prove by producing copies of the 


 etitions ſent 1p luft fellion by populous trading towns and corpore- 
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tions in different parts of the kingdom, in which that mode was ex- 
reſsly recommended, and defired to be adopted inſtead of the mea- 
ſure of the triple aſſeſſment. With regard to the {econd propoſition, 
viz. how far the means of rendering the principle praQicable, and 
carrying it into effect, were to be found in the provilions of the bill, 

that was a matter to be diſcuſſed in conſidering the detail of the 
bill, and conſequently could not be got at till after the bill had been 
read a ſecond time, and was referred to a Committee. Why, there- 
fore, the noble Lord ſhould object to the man reading the 
bill a ſecond time, he could not imagine. 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, the noble and learned Lord had, by 
ſtating the two propoſitions diſtinctly, given himſelf additional 
ground for wiſhing for more time, becauſe every noble Lord muſt 
aſk himſelf, whether he could fo haſtily adopt the ſecond propo- 
ſition, that the bill was a praQticable means of railing the ſup- 
plies, or, at leaſt, a great part of them, within the year? — 
Miniſters had, laſt ſeſſion, brought forward the triple aſſeſſment 
as a fit means to effect that purpoſe, and now they owned it had failed, 
and they came forward with another meaſure to effect it. It did 
then behove their Lordſhips to conſider well of the better practica- 
bility of the preſent propoſition before they adopted it: at any rate 
he was extremely glad that the converſation that had paſſed had 
taken place, becauſe when they did come into the Committee, it 
would not, as uſual, be objected to him, that by not having oppoſed 
the ſecond reading, he ſtood committed to the whole of, the prin- 
ple—a mode of argument which it was the general practice of 
Miniſters to avail themſelves of, after they had perſuaded the Houſe 
to paſs the ſtage of the ſecond reading. With regard to the noble 
dceretary on the croſs bench ſaying, that if it was meant to reject 


the bill, the ſooner it was read a ſecond time the better; he could 


only confider that as an argument addreſſed to thoſe noble Lords 
who meant to ſupport it, and not to him who oppoſed it. As to 
the uſe of the delay he preſſed for, how did he know, if the bill 
were rejected, but that a loan might be reſorted to? At any rate he 
thought farther time might be uſeful. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack and ſaid, 
that the noble Lord had himſelf ſuggeſted a reaſon for reading the 
bill a ſecond time directly, which had not occurred to him as appli- 
cable to the preſent queſtion, viz. that it was highly neceſſary to ex- 


amine how far the firſt propoſition was rendered practicable by the 


proviſions of the bill: if ſo, undoubtedly it was fit to read the bill 
a ſecond time without farther delay, as it was impoſſible to judge of 
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[ Loxns, 


the praQicability of effecting the aim of the firſt propoſition, that 
the proviſions of the bill promiſed, before thoſe proviſions came re. 
gularly under diſcuſſion, which could only be in the Committee. 
Lord HOLLAND repeated his former argument, and ſaid, he 
meant to attend to the future conſideration of the bill; but he pro- 
miſed the Houſe, that as he was aware of the peculiar regulations 


adopted and acted upon by the ott.er Houſe, in reſpect to bills of |} 


that nature, he never would wantonly, and without ſerious and 
weighty cauſe, move an alteration which ſhould endanger the fate 


| of a bill of importance. 


Lord AUCKLAND ſaid, he would detain the Houſe but a very 
few minutes; he roſe merely to contradi& an affertion that had 
been made more than once in che courſe of the debate, viz. that the 
meaſure of the triple aſſeſſment of the taxes had failed. He denied 
the truth of that affertion moſt decidedly, the fact being direQly the 
reverſe. The aſſeſſed taxes were, he believed, given for ſeven 
millions, and the money that had come in from them and the 
public ſpirit of the country, amounted to half a million more. 
What he meant to have ſaid farther on the ſubje of the bill, he 
would reſerve to a more convenient opportunity ; and if he under- 
ſtood the noble Lord (Lord Holland) rightly, that noble Lord meant 
the oppoſe the bill in the Committee, and to have what he had ſaid, 
conſidered as a notice of ſuch his intention. He wiſhed to know, 
if he meant to give ſuch a notice ? 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, he had expreſsly declared that it was 
not his intention to move any alteration in any particular clauſe, 
for the reaſons he had ſtated ; but he ſhould examine and diſcuß 
the proviſions of a bill, which, if it failed, muſt, as he had be. 
fore ſaid, be productive of very calamiteus 2 to many 
claſſes of people. 

The queſtion was put, and the bill was read a ſecond time, ans 
committed for Monday next. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, „ POE 4. 


Mr, STEELE acquainted the Houſe, that His Majeſty had been 
waited upon with an addreſs of that Houſe, requeſting the affidavit 
of the Keeper of the Cold- bath- field priſon reſpecting the treat- 
ment of the State Priſoners ; with which requeſt His Majeſty was 
moſt graciouſly pleaſed to comply. | 

Mr. Long then brought up copies of letters from the Duke of 
Portland ; alſo affidavits, &c. of the Keeper of the Houſe of Cor- 
tection, Cold-bath Fields, purſuant to the addreſs of the Houſe to 
His Majeſty. 
for the peruſal of the Members. 

Honourable Mr. BRODERICK moved for the production of 
ſundry accounts and eſtimates of expences attending the Eaſt- India 
eſtabliſhments, and the production of ſundry duties in the various 
Provinces. | 9 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that the clerk had, in 
compliance with the directions of the act, made out a liſt of Mem- 
vers to compole the Eaſt-India Judicature, : 


Monday, January 7. 


Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that he had received 
notice from the Court of Directors of the Bank, that on and after the 
14th inſtant, the Bank would pay in caſh, ducing the uſual hours 
of buſineſs, all fractional ſums under five pounds; and that on and 
after the 1ſt of F ebruary next, the Bank would pay in caſh for all 
notes of one and. two pounds value, that are dated prior to the iſt 


of July, 1798; or exchange them for new notes of the ſame 
value, at the option of the holders. 


to an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for continuing the reſtriction on the 


caſh payments, cauſed the above notice to be inſerted in the London 
azette. | | 


The liſts prepared by the clerk, agreeably to the proviſions of 
the India Judicature bills, were referred to a Committee to ex- 
"mine and report the names of ſuch Members of that Houſe as 


ſhould oecur more than twenty times in thoſe liſts. 
Vol. VII. 3 
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The papers were directed to be laid upon the table 


Mr. Speaker alſo acquainted the Houſe, that he had, agreeably | 
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5 Jaw 
| i | cauſes 
la HOUSE OF LORDS. ſuſper 
1 del 
1 Tueſday, January 8. ner Þ 
N f | | ceded 
. The Earl of SUFFOLK roſe, and addreſſed the Houſe to nex!; order 
#: the following purport. —I ſhould be ſorry, my Lords, to r:cfpai. 1 WY be a 
3 the time of your Lordſhips, by introducing at this time any mats; that v 
Fl not immediately before your Lordfhips ; but, I flatter mutet, fore, | 
. ſhall ſtand excuſed for fo doing, when J inform the He 1} { was 
4 | what I have now to ſay is for the purpoſe of correcting a mitt:;e. motiv 
1. i ment which I was involuntarily led into on the other night of :; perfor 
11% meeting of your Lordſhips. What I then mentioned relate t viatin 
{3 Colonel Deſpard, I informed your Lordſhips, I did in a great m. ſonal 
0 ſure on reports. I was induced to do ſo from having former Le 
1 known that gentleman in His Majeſty's ſervice, though J have nc upon. 
434 ſeen him for ſeventeen or eighteen years; but at the time I was ac- Lord 
. . quainted with him, it was impoſſible for any gentleman to poſſcſs Earl 
184 fairer or more amiable charaQer. I have, however, ſince that tine tives 
447 received a letter, which induces me to believe that in what I ſtated huma 
x: on a former night, I was in fome particular circumſtances by no count 
34H means correct; and as it has never been my intention to interfere in kingd 
. this buſineſs, farther than the dictates of humanity led me to attempt the f 
4 the alleviation of the ſufferings of a gentleman, circumſtanced as of the 
* Colonel Deſpard is, I hope I ſhall be allowed to ſay a few words attend 
{9 by way of correcting what I then, it ſeems, erroneouſly ſtated, as | letter. 
4 would not wiſh, on any acccunt, that any thing I have ſaid reſpedl- when 
142 ing the treatment of perſons impriſoned by the order of Government, of thi 
5 ſhould in any reſpect be miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood by the pub- impre 
| lic. I will therefore beg leave to read to your Lordſhips the letter, had | 
5 or at leaſt part of it, which I have received Here his Lordſſip caſe « 
[i read a part of the letter, which aſſerted the truth of the letter writ- plain 
| 1 | ten by Mrs. Deſpard, ſetting forth the confinement of the Colonel cumfi 
1 & c.] But, proceeded his Lordſhip, I find, my Lords, the follon- .T 
„ ing is the material point in which I have been miſtaken relative to denta 
. the brother of Colonel Deſpard having been arreſted and impriſondd thoug 
121} for ſix weeks inſtead of the Colonel His Lordſhip then read far- one 0 
1 ther from the letter, nearly to the following purport] :—** That be rally, 
1 was miſtaken or miſinformed as to the confinement of the brother upon 
of Colonel Deſpard; for that it was the Colonel himſelf that bad That 

been apprehended and detained in cuſtody during that time; at the N 

tes 


end of which, either for want of any charge againſt him, or for other 
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| cauſes, he had been diſcharged, and continued at liberty till the 


{uſpention of the N abeas corpus AR took place, when he was imme- 
diately again arreſted, and had been confined and treated in the man- 
ner before ſtated.” I have thought it my duty, my Lords, pro- 
ceeded the noble Earl, to ſtate thus much to your Lordſhips, in 
order to ſhew my readineſs and deſire to correct what appeared to 
be a miſtatement on my part, though I acknowledged at the time 
that what I ſaid was founded chiefly on report. I will not, there- 
fore, trouble the Houſe farther at preſent than to aſſure them that 
{ was, in the whole of my conduct in this buſineſs, influenced by 


motives of humanity, and a ſincere wiſh that the confin:ment of 


perſons on ſuſpicion of crimes ſhould be attended with every alle- 
viating circumſtance, which did not tend to riſque their actual per- 
ſonal eſcape. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that ſo much had already been ſaid 
upon this ſubject, it would not be neceſſary for him to trouble their 
Lordſhips with more than a very few words indeed, The noble 
Earl who ſpoke laſt, had declared, that he was influenced by mo- 
tives of humanity alone. He was bold to ſay, that in reſpe& to 
humanity, priſoners of every denomination were treated in this 
country, not only in the priſon alluded to, but every other in the 
kingdom, with a far greater degree of humanity, than perſons in 
the ſame ſituation were in any other nation or country on the face 


of the globe. It was impoſſible that their Lordſhips could ſeriouſly 


attend to the information conveyed by anonymous letters, or at leaſt 


letters to which no name was affixed ; but he had no doubt, that 


when real documents relative to the general ſtate and government 
of the priſon alluded to came to be laid before their Lordſhips, the 
impreſſion would be very different indeed. From every thing he 
had heard on the ſubjeR, it appeared to him, that in the particular 
ale of Colonel Deſpard, every attention had been paid to his com- 
plaints as ſoon as made, and ſuch alleviations as the nature of cir- 
cumſtances would admit, had been inſtantly made in his favour. 
The Earl of SUFFOLK aid, that he had yeſterday dined acci- 
dentally with Mr. Courtenay, at the houſe of a friend of his own, 
though when he went he did not known that gentleman was to be 


one of the company. That after dinner the converſation, natu- 


rally, after what had paſſed in that Houſe and elſewhere, turned 
upon Colonel Deſpard's ſituation, and what had been ſaid upon it. 
That Mr. Courtenay ſhewed his Lordſhip copies of letters which 
had been addrefſed to the Duke of Portland, and the particular 
Utes of applications which had been -made from time to time, to 
his Grace, and Mr. Wickham ; and from theſe it appeared, that 
+ 4 | | 
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ſo far from Colonel Deſpard having received any alleviation to his 
ſufferings on his firſt application, it was nearly ſeven months before 
any notice had been taken of them at all. That it was not only 
by letters, that the noble. Duke had been applied to, but Mrs. Def. 
pard had more than once or twice waited on Mr. Wickham for the 
ſame purpole, without obtaining any favourable anſwer, or any alter. 
ation in the Colonel's en NE That it was not till after 
Mr. Reeves went to pay a viſit to the Colonel, that any alteration 
had taken place as to his treatment or ſituation ; and, (much to th: 
honour of that gentleman), he was informed, and believed, that it 
was entirely owing to his humane interference that any alteration 
had taken place. His Lordſhip then mentioned that, in addition 
to the ſeverity of the Colonel's confinement, it appeared by the pa- 
pers ſhewed to him by Mr. Courtenay, that the Colonel had been 
ſtinted to the general jail allowance of that priſon, which was a cer- 
tain portion of coarſe beef and broth twice a week, and other parti. 
cular meſſes ſtill more homely. That Mrs. Deſpard had, indeed, been 
ſuffered to bring him, when ſhe was permitted to viſit him, twice a 
week, any additional comforts in the way of eatables, but was not 
allowed to furniſh him with the ſmalleſt quantity of wine, or any 
other liquor. His Lordſhip then alluded to the great humanity 
which had been urged by the noble Secretary of State, as being uſed 
towards the priſoners of this country, far beyond that extended to 
thoſe of any other nation on the face of the globe, and aſked if the 
fare allotted to Colonel Deſpard was to be regarded as a ſpecimen 
of it? When I knew him, (faid his Lordſhip,) he was uſed to all 
the good cheer that the beſt tables could poſſibly afford ; tables 
equal to thoſe kept by myſelf, and moſt of the noble Lords in this 
Houfe : for he was every day at the tables of two gentlemen, who, 
from their high rank and ſituation in life, were obliged to keep up 
that dignified ſhew and ſplendour which might vie with that of any 
noble Lord; and from every thing I was able to perceive in Co- 
lonel Deſpard at that time, I thought him a man of ſuch amiable 
manners and excellent character, as to be highly deſerving of any 
mark of reſpect and eſteem which the proudeſt man could ſhew him. 
Surely, then, (ſaid his Lordſhip), there appears to be an uncommon 
ſeverity, not only in the confinement, but in the fare of the Colonel, 
conſidering that he is only confined on ſuſpicion, and has had nv 
trial; and it is an alarming conſideration, that no man knows, (0 
long as the Habeas-corpus Act continucs ſuſpended, how ſoon hi 
fare may condu&t him to the ſame melancholy ſituation as that of 
Colonel Deſpard. 
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The Duke of PORTLAND ſaid, that after what had fallen 
from the noble Earl who had juſt ſat down, he muſt beg leave to 
trouble their Lordſhips with a few words, and they ſhould be very 
few indeed. He felt much ſurpriſed at hearing this matter once 
more brought forward, and imagined, after what had paſſed a few 
nights ago, it had been done with. With reſpe& to what had been 
{aid about Colonel Deſpard, he could aſſure their Lordſhips, every 
attention had been paid to his complaints ; but indeed the Colonel 
himſelf had not made any. Had he had the ſmalleſt idea, that the 


matter would again have been touched upon this evening, he would 


have brought the neceffary documents in his pocket, to convince 
their Lordſhips of the truth of what he had then ſaid. 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, that he did not riſe to trouble their 
Loxdſhips on any thing perſonally relative to the ſituation or treat- 


ment of Colonel Deſpard in priſon, not having the honour of know» - 


ing him, or being particularly acquainted with the circumſtances 
attending his caſe, except what he had heard in their. Lordſhips 
Houſe. There were ſome few words, however, which had this 
nicht fallen from the noble Secretary of State, on which he ſhould 


beg leave to make a few obſervations. The noble Secretary had 


ſai, „that priſoners of all denominations were treated in this 
country with a degree of humanity far beyond that of any other na- 
tion on the face of the globe.” It might be that in many caſea they 
were ſo; but he would aſk the noble Secretary in what country on 
the face of the globe priſoners were treated with the ſeverity which 
had been ſtated, who were confined merely on ſuſpicion? ' He 


knew of none. There was one thing, however, which the noble 


Secretary had paſſed by without the ſlighteſt notice, though it was 
the leading feature of what had been brought forward this night by 
his noble friend, and which in his mind deſerved the moſt atten- 
tive conſideration. This was the circumſtance on which were 
tounded the miſtake ard the miſtatement which his noble friend had 
Jult before acknowledged and cleared up, viz. that Colonel Deſ- 
pard himſelf had been arreſted and confined fix weeks and then diſ- 
charged, immediately antecedent to the time of paſſing the ſuſpen- 
tion of the Habeas-corpus Act, and then very ſoon after that ſuſpen- 


lion took place he had been again arreſted, and confined with that 


degree of ſeverity which had been repreſented. His Lordſhip con- 
feſſed that he was ſorry he did not know of this cireumſtance be- 
fore the farther extenſion of that act came before their Lordſhips, 
as it would have been with him very ſtrong and convincing argu- 


ment and reaſon for ſtill more ſtrenuouſly- oppoſing it. He ſhould 


have liked to hear what the noble Lord on the croſs bench had te 
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ſay reſpecting this point, and could not but lament that a power 
ſhould be placed in the hands of any ſet of men to impriſon and 
confine the ſubjects of this country, arreſted merely on ſuſpicion, 
with a degree of ſeverity which ought only to attach to thoſe who, 
after 2 fair trial, had been convicted. 

Lord GRENVILLE roſe, but obſerving the Lord Chancellor 
had left the woolſack, his Lordſhip gave place accordingly. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR began by informing their 
Lordfhips, that he had quitted the woolſack for the purpoſe of put- 
ting an end to the preſent converſation, which was in itſelf not only 
very irregular, but would be made the means of giving an extenſive 
circulation to what was ſaid there, which, publiſhed as proceeding 
from any other place, would be highly reprehenſible. If any noble 
Lord in that Houſe had any motion to bring forward reſpecting the 
treatment of the prifoners in the jail alluded to, he could affure them 
that the noble Lords who had the honour to compoſe in part the 
government of the country, would be glad to receive and attend to 
ſuch motion, with every degree of frankneſs arid candour that any 
noble Lord could poſſibly defire. It was certainly the duty of that 
Houſe to attend moſt ſeriouſly to any charge which might be brought 
againſt thoſe who were entruſted with the care arid confinement of 
priſoners, whenever ſuch charge ſhould be gravely and properly 
brouget forward in a regular courſe of proceeding ; and he could 
aſſure their Lordſhips, that Government were anxioufly deſirous of 
ſuch a legal inveſtigation taking place; but it was idle to ſuppoſe 
their Lordſhips ought to ſuffer their minds to be impreſſed with 
anonymous reports, or ſcraps of letters written they Knew not 
where, and ſent by they knew not whom—or to converſations of 
gentlemen who' may have brought any ſuch matters forward in any 
other place. With regard to the priſon alluded' to, he had reaſon to 
believe, from the information he had received, that the diſcipline of 
it was and had been ſuch as to conduce very much, by the proper 
treatment of thoſe confined' in it, to the advancement of their moral 
good, and very much to the benefit of ſociety. That ſince certain 
ſteps had been taken, however, the place had become very diſor- 
derly. This priſon was, his Lordſhip ſaid; regulated by rules 
highly beneficial to the intereſts of thoſe who were confined in it. 
Viſiting Magiſtrates, compoſed of ſome of the moſt reſpectable 
characters in the country, went over the priſon at ſtated periods in 
order to make inquiries, and liſten to the complaints of every pri- 
ſoner who had any to make reſpeQing his treatment. One of thoſe 
viſiting Magiſtrates—a gentleman to whoſe worthy and amiabls 
character every man who knew him would moſt readily ſubſcribe ; 
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he had no wiſh to conceal his name; it was the Rev. Dr. Glaſſe, 
a clergyman of the greateſt worth and humanity had informed 
him, that the place had lately become very diſorderly, and he was 
apprehenſive that more ſtrict diſcipline, with reſpe& to thoſe who 
were admitted to viſit it, muſt be hereafter obſerved, otherwiſe the 
good effets which had previouſly reſulted from the regulations 
adopted, and which had proved of the greateſt benefit to ſeveral 
who had been confined there, would be rendered of little or no 
avail, The rules and regulations of the priſon, his Lordſhip 1aid, 
were printed, and might be ſeen and read by every one; and if 
people would attentively read and contider them, it would effectu- 
ally do away the filly, idle, ridiculous nicknames which had been fo 
readily given to the prifon in Clerxenwell by hackney coachmen, 
and, perhaps, ſome gentlemen who may have choſen to uſe them in 
ſpeaking of it in other places. Nothing, his Lordſhip ſaid, could 
be more contradictory than many of the reports which had been 
circulated reſpecting the perſons confined there. One gentleman 
had afferted, that Mrs. Deſpard was only allowed to ſpeak to her 
huſband through a grate ; another, no leſs reſpectable, had declared, 
that when he went there, he ſaw Mr. and Mrs. Deſpard fitting to- 
gether very comfortably before the fire in the Lodge. All theſe 
things, his Lordſhip obſerved, evinced that matters, thus looſely 
brought forward, ought not to make any impreſſion on their Lord- 
ſhips' minds. When gravely and regularly entered upon, Govern- 
ment would be ready to give the buſineſs the moſt ample and de- 
uberate inveſtigation. There was one thing which a noble Lord 
(Holland) had particularly dwelt upon as not being taken notice of 
by the noble Secretary of State, which was, that of Colonel Deſpard's 
being liberated, and after the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus again 
arreſted, His Lordſhip ſaid he could take upon him to affure the 
noble Lord, that it was on freſh information, and new circumſtances, 
which had ariſen and been received ſubſequent to the paſſing the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-corpus Act, that Colonel Deſpard had 
been arreſted again. | 

The order of the day for the third reading of the Income Bill 
being read, | 

The Earl of SUFFOLK ſaid: — ] rife, my Lords, to give my 
Oppoſing voice to the third reading of this bill, and, at the ſame 
time, to ſtate to your Lordſhips the reaſons which influence my 
conduct in ſo doing. No man, my Lords, is more willing than E 
am, and I have declared the ſame ſentiment during the two laft 
leſnons, to ſubmit to a fair, equal, and equitable tax upon income. 


But the preſent I can by no means allow to be a meaſure. of that 
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nature; I conceive that it is neither equal nor equitable ; and that 


if it be carried into effect, it ill be productive of conſequences ve 

miſchievous to the country at large. My Lords, I contend that the 
operation of this bill will be peculiarly heavy and oppreſſive on the 
gentlemen of landed property —ſo much ſo, indeed, that the land 


will never be able to bear it. This tax, my Lords, is calculated 


and aſſerted to affix no more than a tenth upon income; but I think, 
my Lords, I ſhall be able to ſhew your Lordſhips, that it 
will, in fact, be found to amount to nearly, if not full, twenty 
per cent. I ſhall not quote to your Lordſhips any very high 
authority for what I am about to ſtate, but ſhall content myſelf 
with laying before your Lordſhips the ſituation in which I ftand 
with regard to my own property. It is ſaid, that this tax is only 
ten per cent. upon my income; but, my Lords, I beg leave to 
remind your Lordſhips, that laſt ſeſſion a tax upon ſalt took place, 
which, in Glouceſterſhire, Wiltſhire, and other counties, upon what 


is called the dairy,farms in particular, will, in its operation, be 


equal to 4 per cent. There is alfo a very heavy article, which, in 
many places, and particularly on eſtates adjoining to mine, the 


poor rates, fall uncommonly heavy. This, my Lords, is owing to 


a very extenſive eommon which adjoins ſome eſtates I have, as will 
as thoſe of a noble Lord near, in the pariſh of Brinkſworth; and! 
can appeal to many noble Lords, that where there are thoſe extenſive 
commons, the poor naturally flock to them; and in the particular 
place which I have juſt mentioned, I believe, Þ am within bounds 
when I ſtate the poor rates at 3 per cent. This added to the other 
makes with the tax impoſed by the preſent bill 17 per cent. When 
we caſt our eye to the neceſſary expences of bailiffs, ſtewards, and 
other numerous incidentals to landed property, we cannot reaſonably 
place les than 8 per cent.” to that account, which makes the whole 
nearly 20 per cent., and which, when applied to every part of the 
kingdom, is a prodigious hardſhip; which threatens the moſt per- 
nicious effects to the landed property, and which, I am thoroughly 
convinced, is far more than it can or ought to bear. Having ſtated 
thus much, my Lords, as to the operation of the tax on my land, [ 
will beg leave to ſay a few words as to the ſyſtem I have purſued in 


improvements. Few men, I believe, have paid more attention 


to agricultural improvements than myſelf. | I have, in the courſe 
of the laſt fe years, expended in impovements more than 1 5,000l.; ; 
in doing which, my Lords, I have of courfe ſubmitted to the pri- 
vation of a great many of thoſe comforts which perſons of my rank 
in life may very naturally and fairly be allowed to be indulged in. 


It muſtche evident, my Lords, that 1 have not done this for my 


- 


Jax. 8.] DEBATES. 529 


own perſonal gratification, No, my Lords; I was induced to 
ſuch a line of conduct, in order that I might tranſmit to my ſon an 
eſtate as independent as the principles which I have endeavoured to 
inſtill into his mind, and which might always prove the means of 
enabling him to act up to them. Many other noble Lords, I dare 
ſay, there are, who have acted upon the ſame ſyſtem with myſelf, 
] now call upon ſuch noble Lords, and caution them to beware 
how they give their ſanction to a meaſure which falls fo peculiarly 
heavy and oppreſſive on the landed intereſt in particular. Very dif- 
ferent indeed is the fituation of the noble Lords upon the croſs 
bench, and ather parts of the Houſe, whoſe fituations bring them 
in very large emoluments, which they no doubt well deſerve, for the 
high, important, and arduous ſtations they fill in the adminiſtration 
of the Government of the country. "Theſe noble Lords, however, 
have only to pay their ten per cent. out of the ſeven, eight, or ten 
thouſand a year, which they receive. They have no ſalt duties, 
amounting to four per cent. no poor. rates, bailiffs, ſtewards, broken 
farmers, and other unavoidable incidentals of that nature to affect 
them. They have beſide a rich field of patronage open to them, 
where with to gratify the blooming hopes and riſing ambition of their 
younger ſons and neareſt relatives, in the extenſive and luerative 
branches of the navy, the army, and the church. Theſe are eir- 
cumſtances which may make noble Lords look lightly on a tax of 
ten per cent. upon income ; but when it falls in ſo oppreſſive a man- 
ner upon land, it becomes very hard indeed to thoſe who have only 
their land, and what they can ſave from it, to ſupport the younger 
branches of their ſeveral families. For my own part, my Lords, 
I have ever prided myſelf in the independence of my principles. 
[ never was, nor am ever likely to be, conneRed with any party, or 
head of a party; and when my ſecond fon ſome time ago expreſſed 
a wiſh to go into the army, I ſtrenuouſly adviſed him againſt it, 
though I have ever entertained the higheſt reſpect for it. But 1 
well knew, and endeavoured to convince him of it, that he might 
remain for years a ſubaltern, if he had not miniſterial intereſt, or 
money ſufficĩent to purchaſe the neceſſary ſteps of preferment. He 
has, therefore, embraced a profeſſion, in which, if he has talents, 
he will be able by them to. acquire both honour and emoluments. 
Before I fit down, my Lords, I hope I may be permitted to ſay a 
word or two about Franee, without being ſuppoſed to make any in- 
vidious diſtinction in favour of that country. Whenever this war 
may be terminated, her commerce may perhaps be deſtroyed, but if 


Lam rightly informed, ſhe has made very great improvements in 
Yi(Culture, which cannot fail to be highly beneficial to her future 
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agricultural improvements than tithes, and an amelioration of their 


your Lordſhips. I will not longer treſpaſs on your Lordfhips, but 


he attentively peruſed the bill, his Lordſhip would ſee that many of 
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intereſts ; and this ſhe has been enabled to do by a meaſure which 
no perſon can look upon with more abhorrence, or view as a more 
atrocious meaſure than myſelf —I mean, my Lords, the means b 
which they got rid of their tithes - Men who have dedicated their 
lives and ſtudies to the improvement of the morality, and the gif. 
charge of the religious functions of a country, certainly ought to he 


ought alſo to be attended to. Whatever alterations they might 
deem neceſſary to adopt in the ſyſtem of tithes, the then poſſeſſotz 
were entitled to the emoluments during their lives, and their im. 
provements ſhould have commenced with the ſucceſſors. Atrociols, 
however, as the act of at once ſeizing on the tithes of the count 

muſt be allowed to be, they are likely to reap the moſt incalculable 
advantages from it. This, my Lords, induces me to ſay a fey 
words relative to the ſubje of tithes in the country, and to ſuggeſt 
to your Lordſhips how much for the general good it muſt turn out 
if ſomething were ſeriouſly thought of, and brought forward on that 
ſubjedt. There is nothing which has long laid more heavily on all 


weight is moſt deſirable. Tt is a very miſtaken notion that they 
amount only to a tenth ; taking in all the improvements, they cer- 
tainly contain a fifth of the property of the kingdom. I am aſſured from 
the beſt authority, that tithes, and their oppreſſive weight, firſt gave 
riſe to the diſcontents, and afterwards brought about the late inſur- 
rection and rebellion in Ireland. The people of this country arc 
every day feeling their preſſure more and more: and the alleviation 
of that preſſure will be a conſideration well worth the attention of 


will conclude by giving my decided diflent to the third reading of 
the preſent bill. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL faid, he differed widely from the 
noble Lord with reſpe to his calculations, that the bill would go 
to deduct more than 10 per cent. from the landed intereſt. Had 


the peculiar expences attached to land were allowed to be deducted 
previous to the operations of the bill taking effect. In ſhort, that 
it would operate merely a little more than net landed income. The 
noble Earl laid much ſtreſs upon the effects of the additional falt 
duties—they certainly bore with additional weight on. thoſe parts of 
the country where cheeſe was manufactured — but was it not noto- 
rious that the maker repaid himſelf by the advanced. price of his 
cheeſe? A ſimilar argument would apply in other caſes where the 


produce of land became peculiarly liable to the effect of taxation. 


1 
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ore He reverted to the noble Earl's recollection the large ſums that were 
by raiſed in the reigns of King William and Queen Ann, through the 
heir medium of landed property, reſpecting which the then proprietors 
dif. made no particular complaint. 
) be The Earl of Suffolk ſpoke ſhortly in explanation. 
unt Lord HOLLAND roſe.— When the preſent bill was brought 
ipht up from the Commons, he ſhould have attended in his place for 
Tors the purpoſe of calling their Lordſhips' attention to it, and have 
im. attempted to perſuade them, if not to reject it altogether, at leaſt to 
ous, grant ſome delay for its conſideration. He ſhould have hoped that 
ntry their Lordſhips would have ſeen the impropriety of placing the large 
able ſum which this bill propoſed to raiſe at the diſpoſal of His Majeſty's 
few preſent adviſers—that they would have manifeſſed ſome of the an- 
reſt cient jealouſy which belonged to the Conſtitution, and not have 
out truſted ten millions more to thoſe men who had already ſquandered 
that ſums that had added two hundred millions to our debt, without any 
v all permanent advantage to the country - but recollecting how fruitleſs 
heir were the endeavours of all thoſe who had attempted to ſtem that 
they profuſion — not his endeavours, for that they ſhould fail was not 
cer- wonderful, but thoſe of men who added to their efforts all the. 
from weight that talents and character could give—recolleRing this, he 
gave had little reaſon to hope that even this much would be yielded. He 


had, however, ſaid thus much, becauſe he was anxious to ſhew that 
he had not altered any opinion he had formerly held on this ſubject: 
he was anxious that his real ſentiments ſhould be diſtinctly under- 
ſtood, left it ſhould be ſuppoſed that he repoſed any confidence in 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, the whole of whoſe conduct had been in- 


humiliation in the hour of diſtreſs, and their arrogance and ambition 
in the hour of proſperity. 3 n 

In the courſe of what he had to ſay, he ſhould take the liberty of 
referring to ſome arguments which had been uſed upon the ſecond 
reading of the bill. The ſupporters of the meaſure had attempted 
to eſtabliſh two different propoſitions : Firſt, that the abſtract prin- 
ciple of the bill was the firſt point to be diſcuſſed in that Houſe ; 
and next, that this principle had been admitted by the triple afſeſſ- 
ment of laſt year. This doctrine of admiſſion of principles in 
nine, without examination of the practicability or expediency of 
the meaſure, upon which the juſtneſs or fallacy of ſuch principle 
muſt depend, ſeemed to him a kind of Parliamentary jargon, which, 
it it was not introduced with the deſign, had, at leaſt, anſwered the 
purpoſe of keeping the real merit of the queſtion out of fight. 
What was the meaning of the abſtract principle of a tax bill? He 
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jurious to the country, and who were only diſtinguiſhed for their 
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could ſee no advantage (nor, indeed, could he find a poſſibility of 
ſo doing) in deciding on the propriety of a nation raifing her ſupplies 
within the year, without any circumſtances given to judge of the 
expediency. of ſuch a meaſure, without any mode propoſed, or ma. 
terials granted for forming an opinion of the practicability of ſuch x 
project: at beſt, it was a ſpeculation for the political oœconomiſt; it 
could not be part of the duty of a Member of the Legiſlature. The 
principle could only be admitted, from a conviction of its expedi. 
ency and practicability — the pracicability could only be aſcertained 
by an examination of the modes propoſed for carrying it into exec. 
tion, and the expediency only eſtabliſhed by a compariſon of the 
advantages and diſadvantages likely to reſult from its adoption. 
If, upon an examination of the advantages and diſadvantages likely 
to accrue, the latter were found to prevail, the bill ought to be re- 
jected without any regard to its principle. It did not, however, 
appear, that what had been done laſt year was an adwiſſion of the 
principle ; it was true-an experiment had been tried, but it had com- 
pletely failed: but ſuppoſing the Legiſlature had admitted the prin- 
ciple, he hoped thev + ere at liberty to change their opinions on that 
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 ſubjeR as their Lordſhips might have occafion to obſerve in the 


courſe of that debate, that perſons of great financial knowledge 
might have very different notions, at different times, on ſubjeds 
like the preſent. 8 
He ſhould now proceed to the conſideration of the advantages 
and difadvantages which this ſcheme for raiſing ten millions within 
He had no heſitation, in ſaying that the diſad- 
vantages were fo numerous and ſo palpable, that it appeared to him 
there could be no doubt as to the deciſion which their Lordſkips 
ought to make, which was to give it their negative. The argu- 
ments in favour of the meaſure, he believed, had been reduced to 
three, which were, firſt, That it prevented all idea of deluſion with 
regard to our ſituation, and made the people underſtand at once, the 
nature and extent of the burden they had to bear. Second, That 
the country faved by railing the money at once, inſtead of raifing it 
by loans, the intereſt, whatever it was. The third reaſon was 
rather more political than financial : it was that this proceeding was 
calculated to intimidate the enemy, who had placed their hope of 
our deſtruction on the increaſe of our debt. 
Wich regard to the firſt of theſe arguments, the prineiple upon 
which it was founded met his fincereft approbation. He ſhould 
be very happy to ſee any meafure adopted to prevent the deluſion 


of the people, but he muſt ſay, that if he were aſked what was the 


greateſt deluſion that had marked the career of theſe deluſive Mi- 
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niſters, he ſhould ſtate it to be, that meaſure which was now under 
the diſcuſſion of their Lordſhips. For certain reaſons, whether 
right or wrong, Miniſters had procured the repeal of the Aſſeſſed- 
tax AR paſſed laſt ſeſſion ; and from the preamble of the preſent 
pill, it ſhould ſeem that this mcaſure was intended as a ſubſtitute. 
The aſſeſſed taxes were intended to raiſe a certain ſum for laſt year, 
and were pledged to the payment of eight millions raiſed by loan. 
Thoſe eight millions were to be paid this year by that bill - but 
this ſubſtitute for that bill did not pretend to pay them this year, 
but deferred the payment of them, together with ten millions raifed 
this year, till the end of the war. In paſling this aQ, their Lord- 
ſhips ought not only to conſider, whether it was praQticable at the 
preſent moment, but whether its continuance all the time neceſ- 
fary for its operation, would be praQticable : at preſent there were 
eight millions, for which the payment of the aſſeſſed taxes was to 
have been applied. There was alſo ten millions to be raiſed by 
the preſent bill; ſo that the total amount, as the account now 
ſtood, was eigh:cen millions, to be redeemed by the operation of 
this bill after the concluſion of peace : now the people might be 
led to conceive, that theſe eighteen millions would be paid off in, 
at leaſt, two years after the termination of the war. 
It was, however, eaſy to ſhew that this could not be the caſe. 
If ten millions were funded in the 3 per cents. during the war, and 
the price of ſtocks had been 50, it was evident, that the ſum to 
be raiſed muſt increaſe in proportion as the ſtocks roſe ; for to redeem 
theſe ten millions, were the ſtocks at par, twenty millions would 
be neceflary : the moſt ſanguine calculator for peace could not aſſign 
leſs than two years for the continuance of the war ; and if, during 
that time, ten millions was continued to be raiſed within the year, 
and ten millions by way of loan, it would be neceſſary that this tax 
ſhould laſt five years after a peace. Now he would ſubmit it to the 
conſideration of their Lordſhips, whether they thought it poſſible 
that the people of this country were able to pay one-tenth of their 
income for the ſpace of ſeven or eight years? He would recall to 
their attention- the ſum which was raiſed laſt year. He believed it 
amounted to about thirty-three millions. Now the taxable income 
of the country had been eſtimated at one hundred and ten millions. 
It therefore appeared, that the people of this country had alreadv 
paid, independently of the tax which ;was.now. propoſed,, one-third 
of their income to Government. Did their Lordſhips imagine that 
the people could continue to do, this long without being obliged to 
reſort to. their capital ? And if they were once, to draw. upon their 
Capital it needed no argument for him to ſhew how fatal the effects 
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of this tax would prove to the country. With regard to what he 


bad faid as to the payment of the debt, ſome of their Lordſhips 


would, perhaps, anſwer that argument by ſaying, that it would be 


eaſily paid off, if the funds ſhould continue at their preſent price; 


but he believed this would not be much urged, as it was evident 
that the country would be in a wretched fituation indeed if the 
funds did not riſe upon a peace ; and even in that ſuppoſition, at the 
end of two years, Parliament was pledged to pay off the Loyalty 
Loan at the choice of the holders; and were the ſtocks low, the 
holders would certainly call upon them. 

He ſhould illuſtrate his own ſ:ntiments on this ſubject, by refer. 
ring to a book which was -aſcribed to a noble Lord (Lord Auck- 
land's Letter to Lord Carliſle). The author, in putting the ſuppo- 
fition of one-thirteenth of the income of the country being to be 
raiſed, either voluntary or by force, laid it down as a maxim, that 
ſuch a tax could not take place without diminiſhing the capital of 
the country, which would prove very injurious to trade and agricul- 
ture—the ſuperior ranks, he obſerved, would retrench their ex- 
pences, which would cauſe a defalcation in the revenue, which muſt 
either be made up by taking from the ſinking fund, or by freſh 
taxes. 

He came now to confider the ſecond advantage that was alledged 
to belong to the propoſed tax. It was ſaid that the nation would 
fave in conſequence of having no intereſt to pay upon the money 
which was raiſed for the public expenditure. Tt appeared to him, 
that when money was raiſed by loan, it was the capital, and not the 
intereſt, which was loſt. It made, in his opinion, no eſſential dif- 
ference, whether intereſt was paid or not, (to the wealth of the nation, 
though much in a political point of view,) as the great loſs aroſe 
from the capital being taken from productive, and ſquandered in 
unproductive labour. But if borrowing was inexpedient for the 
Government, it was equally ſo for private perſons ; and this argu- 
ment would apply in the preſent caſe ; for nothing could be ſaid to 
ſhew the difficulties of the Government in raiſing money, which 
might not be urged with regard to individuals. 

He had heard an argument in favour of the meaſure of laſt 
year from a noble Lord (Liverpool), who, he was ſorry to ob- 
ſerve, had left the Houſe. He had ſtated, that it was nothing more 
than taking the money out of one pocket and putting it into another. 


But let it be ſuppoſed, that a great part of the ſavings which might 


enable people to pay the preſent tax ſhould be taken from conſump- 
tion, what then would be the refult? A reduction of the revenue 


muſt be expected to follow a diminution of conſumption. But if 
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they ſhould pay the tax out of their capital, the evil, as he had al- 
ready obſerved, would ſtill be greater, as that would prove a reduc- 
tion of the real ſtrength of the country. It certainly was the opera- 
tion of many taxes to take money out of one pocket, and put it 
into another; and if this effect was to be aſcribed to the preſent, it 
was not unworthy of their Lordſhips' attention to confider from 
whoſe pockets it was to be taken, and into whoſe pockets it was to 
be put. Could their Lordſhips look coolly forward to the proſpect 
of their poſterity becoming titled beggars? Their property was 
eaſily known, and they could not, if they were inclined, evade the 
tax Now, if it was true that this meaſure tranſported money 
from one pocket to another, it was evident that its object was to 
take from thoſe that had wealth, and to give to thoſe that had none. 
Nothing, however, was more clear, than that the tax, the tendency 


cf which was to ſhift property, by impoveriſhing the Members of 


that Houſe, would tend alſo to render them ſtill more and more de- 
pendent on the Crown ; and if their Lordſhips inherited the public 
ſpirit of their anceſtors, they would not heſitate a moment in reject- 
ing the bill on that ſcore. As this meaſure muſt continue for many 
years, the whole weight of the tax muſt fall on thoſe who ſhould not 
be able to eſcape, in fact, on land-owners ; or as the noble Lord, 
- whoſe book he had quoted, expreſſed it, on thoſe who had oſten- 
ble poſſeſſions.” | 

Among the many other diſadvantages of the preſent tax was that 
its inequality. It had, no doubt, been very juſtly obſerved by 
2 noble Secretary of State, that in taxation, as well as every thing 

elſe, it was impoſſible to reach perfection; but the inequalities of 
this meaſure would be much more ſeverely felt than thoſe of any 
other tax, as it was more extenſive. Inequalities in ſmaller taxes 
fell generally upon ſome particular branch of trade, from which it 
would often be contrived to ſhift the burden, at leaſt a part of it ; 
but the caſe was very different in the inequalities of a tax which af- 
fected the whole income of the country. For his part, if he thought 
it neceſſary to raiſe ten million by direct taxation, he ſhould be of 
opinion that the ſum had better be raiſed by ten different taxes than 
by one. It was true, indeed, that this mode of collection would 
prove expenſive; but if this was a diſadvantage which could not be 
aoided, it might be compenſated by other advantages. The in- 
qualities of each tax, in ſuch a caſe, would fall on perſons of dif- 
ferent deſcriptions, and on none, therefore, very heavily; ſo that it 
might produce a ſort of. irregular equality—but not ſo with a great 
Ax. The lighteſt inequality, then, was ſufficient to ruin whole 

Claſſes and deſcriptions of people; and as it muſt all fall on a 
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certain deſcription of perſons, muſt be more heavy in its operation, 
and more ruinous in its conſequences—the evident tendency of this 


was to ſweep away all the middle elaſſes, and to annihilate the moſt 


valuable part of ſociety. The injuſtice of the ſcheme was parti. 
eularly ſtriking in its making no diſtinQion as to the different kinds 
of income which fell under its operation. He could not ſee upon 
what principle it was that a gradation ſhould be made from Gol. up 
to 200l., and that after the latter ſum there ſhould be no increaſe 
whatever, but that one-tenth ſhould be alike taken from the man 
of ' 200]. and the man of 5, oool. a year. This was another 
proof of what he had already aſſerted, that it was the tendency of 
the tax to annihilate the middle claſſes. He was afraid that it 
would give too great an opportunity to the circulation of thoſe ca. 
lumnies which often repreſented ſome of their Lordſhips to act from 
the worſt of motives. It might, perhaps, be ſaid, that the lower 
and higher claſſes were ſheltered from the tax, and thus a compre- 
miſe was made with them to cruſh the middle. He heard it 
whifpered, why do not the perſons of the latter claſs petition againft 
the bill? He was afraid that this circumſtance might be eaſily ac. 
counted for, but by a conſideration which was truly melancholy. 
There were comparatively few, he believed, in that fituation of life, 
but had ſome dependence, either directly or indirectly, on the Mi. 
niſter : it was, therefore, not to be wondered at that ſcarce any 
public meetings had been held in oppoſition to.the bill ; but he had 
never ſeen any perſon of that claſs in ſociety who did not ſtate his 
fentiments to be hoſtile to the bill. 

On the third argument in favour of the tax, much need not be 
ſaid. He was far from thinking that the meaſure would have the 
effect upon the enemy which was expected from it: on the contrary, 
perſevering in the funding ſyſtem was much more likely to give 
them a great idea of our reſources, becauſe that ſyſtem was not un- 


- derſtood upon the Continent. Their ignorance of its nature made 


perſons abroad magnify its effects, and they were inclined to conſi 
der it an inexhauſtible ſource to which the Britiſh Government 
could always with confidence reſort. It was, therefore, far from 
being good policy to declare to the world, that we had at laſt ar- 
rived at the end of the funding ſyſtem. 

There was one objeQion, which had been urged with much force 
againft the bill in another place : he meant the evil ariſing from the 
diſcloſure of property. The book from which he had read ſo much, 
confidered this as one of the greateſt difficulties that would 4. 
tend the carrying a tax upon income into effect.. In this cou 
try there was certainly a very great reluctance to any meaſure that 


Fan. 


ſhoul. 
their 

but t! 
guing 
wrong 
neſs « 


interc 


Was C 
deſeri 
very 1 
ſon, 1 
the ef 
and en 
injuri 
diſclo 
ought 
of inc 
in cot 


ſhould lay open the ſituation of individuals, and in enforcing this 
their Lordſhips ought to recolle& that they had not oniy the 1ntere (ig 
but the prejudices of the people to combat. He was not nov ar- 
guing whether this genera! defire of concealment was righi or 
wrong; it was ſufficient for him that it exiſſed. It was the buf - 
neſs of a wiſe Legiſlature to conſult the prejudices as weil 1s the 
intereſts of a nation, and to be as careful that the former ſhould not 
be violated, as that the latter ſhould not be injured. 

The diſcloſure of property was particularly dreaded by perſons in 
trade, and ſome proviſions had been made in their favour ; but it 
was obvious that it might alſo prove very 1njurious to many other 
deſcriptions of perſons. It might happen that a father ſhould be 
very unwilling to have the ſtate of his affairs made known to his 
ſon, leſt the knowledge of the wealth he was to inherit might damp 
the efforts of the youth in the purſuits he might with him to engage, 
and make him neglect to exerciſe his talents. It might alſo be very 
injurious to other men, that their circumſtances ſhould be completely 
diſcloſed to perſons on whom they have a dependence. And it 
ought not to be overlooked, that in order to procure this diſcloſure 
of income, the horrid ſyſtem of multiplying oaths was reſorted to, 
in conſequence of which that ſacred bond upon which life and pro- 
perty depends, muſt become daily .more and more looſened. At 
the ſame time ſon was ſet againſt father, and father againſt ſon. 
Nay, it even went ſo far as to bring forward, in ſpite of the uniform 
maxims of our law on that ſubject, the wife againſt her huſband, 


as would be ſeen updn referring to the 41K clauſe in the act. Thus 


it appeared that every ſocial tie was diſregarded. 

Could he get over theſe objetions—could he be brought to 
concur in theſe preliminary injuſtices, he ſhould, at leaſt, ſay, let the 
arbitrary diſcloſure of property, and the imprudent multiplication of 
oaths, lead to an equal tax. The difficulty and cruelty of aſcer- 
taining the real value of a man's property inſtead of his income, 
would not be ſo great as the comparative advantage and equality of 
the tax upon all property. Much, in point of profit and quality, 
might be gained, and little loſt, in point of juſtice and principle, 
multum eſt in vota, in crimina parvum.—Now nothing could be 
more unjuſt than the preſent ſcheme ; according to which, the 
man whoſe property and income were as ſixty to ſixteen paid 
the ſame as he whoſe property and income were as ſixteen to 
lixty : yet their Lordſhips had heard this praiſed as an equal 
mode of taxation, Indeed the inequalities of the tax were ſo 
glaring and ſo obvious, that it was almoſt unneceſſary to ſay 
4 word upon that part of the ſubject. It was ridiculous that 

Vor. VII. — 32 | | 
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perſons whoſe income was permanent, and defended to their 
heirs, ſhould pay no more than thoſe whoſe income aroſe from a 
profeſſion or an annuity. As the tax applied to funded property 
after a dividend ſhould be drawn, it was evidently a tax upon the 
ſtocks, and of courſe a violation of faith with the public creditor, It 
would certainly bear hard upon the funds in another, way, and tend 
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: to lower them conſiderably. The reaſon of this was evident. The 
1 public funds were that deſcription of perſonal property which was 


the leaſt capable of being concealed ; perſons, therefore, who were 
anxious to evade this tax would fell out of the funds, and lay out 
their money in ſome other way. This was an effect that might 
very naturally be expected to take place. It was a filly argument 
to ſay, that the tax was not to extend to the funds, becauſe the 
tenth of the dividend was not withheld in the payment, but only 
taken away when paid. This was like the ſtory of. the Golden 
Farmer. The man was allowed to have the money in his pocket, 
but was afterwards followed and knocked down for it. It re- 
minded him of a tranſaction of the French Government, which, 
from his own knowledge, he knew to be true. Upon the conclu- 
ſion of the treaty with Spain in 1794, it was ſtipulated by France, 
that all the Portugueſe priſoners taken in the Spaniſh ſervice ſhould 
be returned to Spain. France fulfilled this article of the treaty, 
by ſending the Portugueſe priſoners to Barcelona ; but on their 


3 — b * ! 2. oy iy Sen 2 


of war. The priſoners remonſtrated againſt being carried back to 
France, and ſtated, that they had juſt been ſet at liberty by the 
French Government. Their remonſtrance, however, was anſwered 
with this obſervation “ We releaſed you as Spaniſh allies; we now 
retake you as Portugueſe.” — This ſtory he thought might ſerve 
hereafter to illuſtrate the faith of Government with reſpe& to the 

funds. If he had no other objection to the bill than this violation 
of a public engagement, that alone would be a ſufficient reaſon with 
him to oppoſe it. He concluded by declaring, that he gave the 
motion for the third reading his decided negatiye. 

Lord AUCK LAND roſe, and ſpoke as follows : — My Lords, 
the ſpeech of the noble Baron (Lord Holland) would have com- 
pelled me, in juſtice to myſelf, to ſolicit your attention for a few 
minutes, even if I had not already intended to ſubmit ſome obſer- 
vations on the meaſure now before us. | 

The noble Earl (Earl of Suffolk) who os firſt in the debate 
reminded me of his having expreſſed, in a former ſeſſion, his wiſh, 
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voyage from thence to Liſbon, they were captured by a French ſhip 


that the expence of every war might be principally ſuſtained, during 
ſuch war, by a fair and equal tax. I perfectly recolle the fact 
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ceive, oppoſition or objection from any other quarter. 
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And the noble Earl admits, with becoming candour, that he is not 
adverſe to the preſent hill: he is only diſſatisfied with ſome of its 
proviſions, the purport of which (I ſay it with all due deference) 
appears to me to be much miſconceived by him. 

The bill has not received, nor can I learn that it is likely to re- 
I accord- 
ingly feel myſelf warranted in aſſerting that, with the exception of 
the noble Baron's ſolitary negative, the meaſure in queſtion has the 
concurrenice of the Houſe. And I firmly believe it to have, nearly 
in a fimilar proportion, the general aſſent of the kingdom. 


But the noble Baron has been pleaſed ſo infinuate, that I cannot 


give my individual concurrence, as a Peer of Parliament, “ with- 
out an inconſiſtericy of reaſoning and a change of ſyſtem.” | 

I feel it incumbent on me, my Lords, to repel ſuch an inſinua- 
tion, if it were meant to imply any verſatility or dereliction of princi- 
ple. The noble Lord has done me the honour to ſelect and read 
certain paſſages from a ſmall work which was publiſned by me in 
the year 1779. [Letters to the Earl of Carliſle from William 
Eden, Eſy. See page 111 to page 118, in the 3d Edition.] I 
might admit the full conſtruQtion given by the noble Lord to thoſe 
paſſages, and might amſwer, that, in the lapſe of time, many ſpecula- 
tive opinions (and perſonal opinions alſo) are liable fairly and ho- 
nourably to be varied by events, by change of circumſtances, by 
better information, and by more mature judgement. And ſurely, 
after an interval of twenty moſt eventful years, an opinion, of the 
kind alluded to, might be changed or abandoned without any cauſe 
of ſelf. reproach. In the courſe of the next twenty years it may 
happen to the noble Lord (and I truſt and Hope, without implying 
any diſreſpeQ, that it will happen) to change ſome of his political 


opinions with much ſelf. ſatis faction, and with benefit to his 


country, + | 
If, however, the noble Lord had adverted with his uſual accu- 
racy to the context of the paſſages which he thought proper to eite, 
he would have found that they related to a voluntary contribution 
to be dependant on the enthuſiaſm of the contributors ; or if to a 
forced and general contribution, then to be dependant- on a mere 
voluntary diſctoſure of income. At the period of which I ſpeak, 
1 never entered into the minds of the moſt enlightened ſtateſmen 
(and appeal to a noble and learned friend, the Lord Chancellor, 
Who now hears me, and was converſant in the diſcuſſions to which 
[ refer) that it could be practicable to eſtabliſh a forced and general 
"> a on the only juſt and efficient ſyſtem of a forced dif- 
ure. , 
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But I am not ſolicitous to avail myſelf of this explanation, eyen 
if J have been fo fortunate as to ſatisfy your Lordſhips that it is 
ſolid and ſufficient. I now freely confeſs, that in 1779 I did not 
foreſee either the enthuſiaſm, or the proſperity and reſources, which 
diſtinguiſh the actual epoch of our hiſtory above all others; and 
which have given to our countrymen both the diſpoſition and ability 
to adopt the preſent meaſure, without any probable inconvenience 
ſufficient to counterbalance the advantages to be obtained. 

Your Lordfſhips will permit me here to make one farther re. 
mark; and ſeveral of you can bear teſtimony to its truth. What. 


ever my opinion may be, it is not formed ſuddenly and for the pur. 


puſes of the preſent day. It is an opinion which I publicly avowed 
and made known in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. It then hay- 
pened to me, and to others, in diſcuſſing the plan of the additional 


aſleſſments, to ſtate and admit its incqualities and imperfections (for 


they are not new diſcoveries). And we repeatedly added a with for 
a meaſure ſomewhat ſimilar to the bill now before us. I well re- 
member to have deſcribed it as the grand deſideratum in finance. 
But we at the ſame time expreſſed our fears that ſuch a meaſure 
would be found impracticable. 5 5 

It now appears that the difficulties, which we feared, were not 
inſurmountable. The ſucccſsful attempt to ſurmount them was 
well worthy of that great and energetie mind which directs our 


councils. It was well worthy of that mind, which ſeems to have 


been created, by a beneficent Providence, for the preſervation of this 
kingdom — for the preſervation of an adjoining kingdom, whoſe 
permanent proſperity and ſecurity (in deſpite of her ill-judged jea- 
louſies) we cordially feck to equalize with our own proſperity and 
fecurity ; and, perhaps, alſo for the reſtoration of Europe. Nothing 
inferior to the force of ſuch a mind could have accompliſhed a pro- 


jiect, which, in its actual effect and probable conſequences, is of 3 


nature ſo gigantic, that it is well calculated to rank with the other 
events of 1798. I annex no epithet to thoſe events, for no lan- 
guage can do juſtice to their glory, or to their importance. 

But if the adoption of this meaſure will be really ſo advantageous 
to the public, is it not (ſays one of the noble Lords) an admiſſion 
that the ſyſtem, which you have ſo long purſued; was wrong! Is 
it not an implied cenſure on that ſyſtem? In other words, if the 
new ſyſtem is ſo clearly the beſt, why was it not ſooner brought 
forward? Perhaps it might be a ſufficient anſwer, that till the 
funds began to be depreſſed by the accumulated weight of new loans 
the expediency - of raiſing a conſiderable part of the ſupply within 
the year was leſs evident and leſs urgent. But there was another 
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reaſon,' paramount to all reaſons. It was impoſſible, at an * 1 
is period, to procure the adoption of the large and ſalutary yu now IF 
ot offered to us. bs i 4 
ch Our countrymen in general have been well and wiſely diſpoſed, vet 
nd during the whole of the tremendous ſtruggle in which we are en- 38: 
it WW g2oed, from its commencement to the preſent hour. Still, how- "4H 
ce ever, there were many, too many, among us, to whom the progreſs #? 
of the French Revolution, and the events of the war, had not yet FS 
e. developed the infernal views and tendeney of Jacobiniſm, or the 1 
it. principles and practices of thoſe, who, both ſecretly and openly, 1 
Ir- were ſupporting its cauſe. oe. 
ed It muſt be remembered that, in the firſt exploſion of thoſe 17 
p. crimes and calamities, which have ſinee brought deſolation on many I 
al nations, and extreme danger upon all, there were men (and Engliſh- bi 
or men too) of leading and enlightened talents, who believed or affected 1% 
or to believe, and who perſuaded themſelves and others, that the 1 
e. French Revolution was the moſt glorious fabrie of human integrity El. 
ce, WE and wiſdom; that it was the victory of eternal truth over preju- 1s 
re dices; and that the atrocious acts of the revolutioniſts were only 135 
the firſt exceſſes and tranſient ebullitions of a new liberty, calculated * 
of to become the epoch and conſummation of human happineſs. The i] 
25 wretched deluſion extended itſelf, and prevailed with much force, IF 
ur and with many perilous conſequences, to the period of the Liſle ne- 1 
e gotiation: and even then, a great part of the nation was diſpoſed to Ef 
is abandon the whole Continent of Europe to ſubjugation and deſtrue- hi 
le tion, and to make other ruinous ſacrifices, in order to purchaſe a [i 
a. nominal peace, more fatal than any war. 1 
nd When I look back to that period, I have all the painful ſenſa- | 1 ff li 
ng tions of a feveriſh and frightful dream. 1 
0- Almighty God was pleaſed, for our preſervation, to deſtroy our 7 
a ſhort-ſighted hopes. The Lifle conferences were broken off in a 1 
er manner which removed the film from the eyes of many. France ol 
n- avowed the inveterate deſign to deſtroy and extirpate the Britiſh | 4 
empire! She proclaimed her deſign with oftentation, and made | 
us the moſt extravagant preparations to execute it. Every doubt now 
on eeaſed, and it became moſt manifeſt, that a Ready and vigorous pro- 
Is ſeeution of the war was indiſpenſable to our exiſtence as an indepen- 
he dent people. In a criſis, ſo awfully intereſting, the whole ſpirit 
ht and good ſenſe of the nation burſt forth. The militia, the yeo- 
he manry, the army, the navy, were all animated by the ſame zeal, 
5 and vied with each other in activity, promptitude, diſcipline, and 
in bravery, The ſame enthuſiaſm warmed the heart of every Engliſh» 
er man in N part of the globe. | 
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The wiſdom of Parliament went hand in hand with the right 
diſpoſition of the people; and towards the cloſe of 179, brought 
forward the meaſure of the additional aſſeſſed taxes, which was 4. 
companied by a voluntary contribution, promoted by all ranks with 
a generoſity unexampled, and amounting at this hour to a ſum lit: 
ſhott of two. millions ſterling. Thoſe exertions, which laid the 
foundation of the: great ſyſtem mow under diſcuſſion, were farther 
aided by a War Tax (the Convoy Tax) on our imports and ex. 
ports. And here I muſt digreſs for a moment to remark, that the 


amount of thoſe imports and exports, by a moſt happy peculiarity ih 


the ſeventh year of a war, was in 1798, fo far as the accounts ar 
completed, greater than ever. | See the Appendix, No. 1 and 2, « 
the end of his Lordſhip's Speech]. 

It was ſeen and acknowledged, that the tneafure of the addi 
tional aſſeſſments bore unequally, and that its inequalities affected 
thoſe who came forward with public ſpirit, and who were incapable 
of evaſions; at the ſame time, that the comparative means of others, 
in many cafes, evaded a fair contribution, and in many more were 
exempted from all charge. The meafure nevertheleſs went forward, 
and with all its imperfections was of ſuch evident utility, as to ex- 
eite a general with to improve and extend it. 

It was highly encouraging to that extenſion to have dſerved, i 
the progreſs of the experiment, that the defalcations made from the 
incomes or capitals of individuals, had not occafioned any diſſreſs or 
embarrafiment. On the contrary, there has been a general and 
progreſhve increaſe in the proſperity of the kingdom. Your Lord- 
ſhips will find ample proofs of this affertion in the comparative 
ſtatements of our trade; in the favourable courſe of exchange with 
the Continent ; in the net produce of the permanent revenue, which 
for the year ending the 5th of January 1798 was 17,960,000]. 
and for the year ending January 5, 1799, 21,049,000]. : but 

more eſpecially in the net produce of the permanent taxes which 


. exiſted antecedent to the war. That produce for the year ending 


the 5th of this month was 1,070,000]. higher than in the preced- 
ing year :—2,021,000l. higher than what I once ſtated in this 
Houſe to have been the average produce of the three years ending the 
5th of January 1796 : and 118, oool. higher than in the moſt 
productive year of peace, I mean the year ending the 5th of Janu- 
ary 1793. In mentioning the exports, I ovght to have remarked 
that the value of Britiſh manufaQures, exported in 1798, ſo fat 
as can be inferred from the amount of the three quarters ending the 
Loth of October, was conſiderably greater than ever. 
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All theſe evidences of proſperity [See the Appendix, No. 2, and 3. 
of the end of his Lordſbip't Speech] are now much ſtronger than the 
tatements and eſtimates. which I ſubmitted. to your Lordſhips in 
May 1796. And yet. thoſe. eſtimates were at the time attacked, 
and diſputed, and oppoſed, as fanciful and extravagant; not indeed 
with much ſucceſs, but certainly with much vehemence, bath in 
ſpecehes and publications. I may now be permitted to reply, with 
a reaſonable exultation, that our actual proſperity (independently of 
the incalculable advantages to be derived from our late victories, 
and from the opening of new ſources of commerce) far exceeds what. 
| ventured, in 1796, to promiſe, or even to think probable. 

The war ſupply, thus eſtabliſhed, has been paid without a mur- 
mur. It has been accompanied by the aſtoniſhing ſucceſſes, by 
which the year 1798 will be-rendered ever memorable in hiſtory. 


Nor will the impreſſion, eſtimation, and value, of thoſe ſucceſſes, 


be diminiſhed by the aſſertion of the noble Baron, that Two 
hundred millions have been ſquandered without attaining any per- 
manent advantage.” : 4 

That aſſertion, my Lords, provokes me to requeſt your attention 
for a moment to the ſingular contraſt exhibited by the enemy. 
Bankrupt in finance; ruined in manufaQures ; deprived of all 
commerce ; baffled in all project of invaſion ; diſgraced and de- 
feated in every attempt to injure this country, which has been the 
peculiar object of hoſtility ; groaning under the loſs of large fleets 
and large armies ; ſtruggling againſt the hatred, and horror, and 
deipair, of enſlaved nations; and. expoſed to new hoſtilities from 
other ſtates at laſt ſenſible of the general danger; France neverthe- 
leſs continues to purſue her wild and wicked career ! cheating one. 
ally, extorting money from a ſecond, and plundering a third, in 


| Order to collect means to invade a fourth, without provocation or. 


pretext ; fomenting and purchaſing rebellions and revolutions ; car- 
Tying or threatening devaſtation indiſeriminately to republics and 
to monarchies ; ſhe ſtill continues to ſet at defiance all the princi- 
ples and duties of religion, and all the laws of nature and of na- 
tions. And this extremity of perſevering wickedneſs is blended 
with a preſumptuous raſhneſs, and with a cold and calculating 
cruelty, beyond any example at which we have ſhuddered in the 
moſt degrading records of human depravity. F | 
It is not eaſy in private life for the braveſt man to defend him- 
ſelf againſt a mad and deſperate ruffian. There is ſomething ana- 
logous in the ſtruggles between nations. Nor can there be a doubt 
that this country would have fallen, and would have involved in 
er ruin all the other exiſting governments, if our countrymen had 
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not been awakened to a timely ſenſe of their danger, and if they 
had not been animated by a well founded confidence in their oyn 
reſources, and by a wiſe and characteriſtie courage. We feel and 
know that our only road to peace and ſecurity is by reſiſtance and 
energy. We are driven, and we univerſally acknowledge, that ve 
are driven to provide for another year, with the ſame vigour to which 
we owe our preſent ſafety and proſperity, and the unparalleled glory 
with which they are accompanied. | 

Happily we have means and reſources ſtill adequate to the trial; 
and it only remains to be conſidered, whether thoſe reſources can 
be brought into activity and effect better than by the meaſure now 
before us. bs 

What then, my Lords, are the nature and objects of this 
meaſure ? 

Its leading principle, as in the meaſure of the laſt year, is, to 
raiſe a conſiderable portion of the ſupplies of the year within the 
year; and to liquidate, within a ſhort time, what may be farther 
raiſed by loan. 

The ſum raiſed laſt year, by the different modes of what may 
be called a War Supply, will probably amount to about ſeven mil- 
lions and a half. The ſum eſtimated to be raiſed, towards the 
ſervice of the preſent year, by this bill, and by the War Tax on 
imports and exports, is about twelve millions. 

With theſe views, it is propoſed to tax in equal proportions all 
the deſcriptions and claſſes of income, except thoſe only which be. 
long to the poor and Jabouring part of the community ; and allo 
except that ſmall amount of income which may be preſumed to 
furniſh a mere ſubſiſtence. | | 

The ſum expected to be thus raiſed has been ſtated at ten mil- 
lions, being the tenth of the calculated amount ¶ See the Appendix, 
No. 4, at the end of his Lordſhip's ſpeech j—of that part of the na- 
tional income, which is made liable to the propoſed contribution. 
I have reaſon to believe, that this calculation is moderate, and that 
by a commendable caution it is given below the truth. I farther 
incline to think, that the general income of the claſs exempted 
from all contribution might be ſhewn to be, at leaſt, as great as that 
part of the national income on which this bill will operate. . 

The plan has been introduced, framed, and completed, vith 
every modification and indulgence compatible with its principle. 
Large allowances have been made to families and to individuals 


in proportion to the number of their children, and by a ſcale highly 


favourable to incomes not exceeding 1,0001. upon the prineiple, 
that the expence of maintaining and educating children bears pro- 
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portionably more heavily on ſmall incomes than it does on larger 
incomes. The rules for eſtimating the incomes of farmers, and 
lefſees of land, and more eſpecially of farmers under 3ool. a year, 
have alſo been ſtated with moſt liberal modifications and abate- 
ments. And there appear in the bill many other indulgences, 
proceeding certainly from juſt and wiſe motives, but tending to 
diminiſh the eſtimated produce. Still, however, when we recollect 
that the additional aſſeſſments, with the voluntary contributions, are 
producing above ſix millions, it is not unreaſonable to preſume, that 
the meaſure now in queſtion may produce ten millions. | 

The meaſure of the laſt ſeſſion, by the nature of its operation, 
forced upon ſome only (and in that, as well as in other reſpects, it 
was partial) the neceſſity of declaring their incomes. The preſent 
meaſure requires from all, the ſtatement of an income, not inferior 
to the income actually poſſeſſed and enjoyed; allowing, however, 
a veil of ſecrecy to be thrown over ſuch ſtatements in every caſe 
where the publication may be thought by the individual to be con- 
trary to his commercial intereſts, it will reſult from theſe pro- 
viſions, that the hoarders of income muſt now pay their full pro- 
portion for the protection which they enjoy. Nor will it any 
longer happen, that the conſcientious contributor will pay his quota, 
or more than his quota, whilſt the cold hearted and the fraudulent, 
with equal or greater means, pay little or nothing. In theſe re- 
ſpecs, the ſyſtem is now as juit towards individuals as it will be 
found to be expedient with regard to the Public. 

Keeping theſe ſeveral objects in view, the preſent bill appears 
to me to have been anxiouſly calculated, and ably and accurately 
framed to prevent inequality, fraud, embarraſſment, and injury. 
And thus it is, my Lords, that we are accompliſhing the beſt ope- 
ration of finance, the practicability of obtaining by a national effort, 
to be made for a time only, without national inconvenience, any 
ſupply that the national exigencies may require. 

That in a meaſure ſo extenſive, unforeſeen caſes may occur, 
which may hereafter call for parliamentary interference, relief, or 
explanation, is probable, and more than probable. Undoubtedly 
many ſuch caſes may, and will, cecur. On the other hand, occa- 
ons may ariſe in which it will be neceſſary to apply ſtrict and 


more effectual proviſions, to obviate unforeſeen evaſions and 


frauds. 


1 ſhall now, my Lords, take a ſummary view of the principal 
advantages to be derived from the vote which, I truſt, we are about 
to give. Some of thoſe advantages were entirely overlooked by 
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the noble Baran, and others ſeem to me to have been under, rated 


by him. 


The conſideration which firſt preſents itſelf is that of economy. 
I will not fatigue your Loxdſhips with minute calculations. But 
in comparing the prompt levy and payment of twenty millions, with 
the value of the annuity which muſt have been created, if Parlia- 
ment had borrowed the ſame ſum by loan, I am moderate in 
aſſuming, that ſuch a loan could not have been obtained at a beiter 
price than 501. for the 3 per cents., or at an interelt of 6 per cent., 
which with the proviſion of 2 per cent. towards the redemption of 
the capital fo created, would have amounted to a charge of 8 per 
cent., or 1,600,000]. | 
And here let me remark, incidentally, that 1,600,000. a ver 
mult have been impoſed in new and permanent taxes; to which 
might be added, the great expence of collecting. Theſe conſidera- 
tions muſt not be overlooked in comparing the 10 per cent. upon 
income payable only for two years to produce the amount of the 
ſum ſtated. | 
The 1,600,000]. a year fo created for the intereſt and gradual 
extinction of the twenty millions fo borrowed, or, in other words, 
for the extinction of forty millions capital 3 per cents., may be eſti- 
mated to extinguiſh the whole, at thic probable average price of the 
funds, in about forty years. What, then, is the preſent value of 
ſuch an annuity for forty years? Your Lordſhips will find it to 
be about twenty vears' purchaſe, taking the average intereſt of 
money at 4 per cent. And certainly, though, from the experience 
of this century, there have been wars during nearly ſixteen years in 
every forty years, 4 per cent. may now be conſidered, under the 
actual proſperity and proſpects of this country, as a fair average in- 
tereſt. - The reſult then will be, that, inſtead of creating an annuity 
in taxes bearing heavily on the people in general, the value of which 
would be thirty-two millions, you raiſe twenty millions in two 
years and gain the difference. 5 
But the farther rcſulting advantages are infinitely more im- 
portant. It. is not among the leaſt of thoſe advantages, that by the 
preſent plan the ſalutary effects of the ſinking fund are greatly ac- 
cclerated. The ſums of different deſcriptions to be reſerved and 
applied by the commiſſioners for the redemption of the national 
debt, will, in the firſt year of peace, be not leſs than fifteen millions, 
or nearly 50,0001. a day, for three hundred days in the year. The 
operation of ſuch a ſum, brought daily into the market to purchaſe 
ſtocks, which is to be extinguiſhed, and not to return to thc market, 
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cannot fail to have an effect in favour of publie credit, as much be- 
nd all caleulation as it will be beyond all experience. 

It is a farther conſolation and encouragement under our actual 
exertions, that we are now approaching faſt towards that period, 
when the original ſinking fund will have reached its max; mum; 
and when, by the addition of the 1 per cent. which has been appro- 


preſent war, the permanent ſinking fund will amount to eight mil- 
lions ſterling a year. 5 

When I ſaid, that the plan propoſed will prevent the increaſe 
of permanent taxes, which otherwiſe muſt have been levied on 
articles of conſumption, I ought to have added, that by avoiding 
ſuch an addition to the permanent taxes, we accelerate our ar- 
rival at the period when a part of the taxes already ſubſiſting may 
be aboliſhed. | 

But the advantages of the meaſure are not confined to the queſ- 
tion of economy, however important ; nor to the operations of the 
ſinking fund, however ſalutary; nor to the avoiding of new taxes, 
however defirable to the people at large; nor to the maintenance 
of our public credit, however eſſential to our proſperity : they are 
calculated to demonſtrate to our enemies, and to the world at large, 
that we poſſeſs inexhauſtible reſources, together. with the diſpoſition 
to uſe them; and that we are determined to aſſert and to ſecure 
that proud poſition which we hold, and which, I truſt, we ſhall long 
continue to hold, among nations, 
| ſhall now avail myſelf of your Lordſhips' indulgence, to take a 
ſhort notice of the principal objections to which this bill has been 
thought liable. 

It has been ſaid by the noble Baron, and has been ſuggeſted to 
me by others, for whoſe opinions alſo I feel a fincere reſpect, that 
the bill having exempted all incomes below 6ol., and having im- 
poſed the payment in a progreſſive ſcale, from 60l. to 200l., the 
Principle of gradual riſe is admitted, and ought to have been pur- 
ſued through all the higher claſſes of income. I contend, with 
all due deference, that ſuch a riſe would be contrary to all the ſafety 
and rights of property ; that it” is worthy only of the F rench 
Council of Five Hundred, and conſequently would be diſgraceful to 
Britiſh Parliament ; and that it would amount to neither more 
nor leſs than the introduction of a plan for equalizing fortunes ; 
and to the implied inference, that becauſe a man poſſeſſes much, 
therefore more ſhall be taken from him than is proportionably taken 
from others. | ; 

Nor, when the matter is fairly conſidercd, is there any incon- 
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ſiſteney in the exemption given to incomes below 60l. That ex. 
emption 1s only a liberal conſtruction and exerciſe of the principle, 
that, in levying a tax upon income, we ought not to extend it to in- 
comes which may be neceſſary to actual ſubſiſtence ; and having 
eſtabliſhed that point at 0ol. a year, there muſt be ſome gradations 
beyond it, in order to arrive at the one-tenth : —otherwiſe, it would 


happen, that the man of 651. a year would, by the payment of l.. 


I os. become poorer than the man of 60l. a year, and ſo in propor. 
tion in advancing higher. | 

Perhaps it might have been more ſtrictly conformable to the pro- 
poſed ſyſtem, to have confincd the ſcale within 1001. a year. But] 
give no opinion contrary to the more liberal ſentiment which has 
been exerciſed by the framers of the bill, I am only ſolicitous to 
eitabliſh the conſiſtency of the principle, by which the inequalities 
of income remain as they were found ; and by which the pri- 
vations of the year bear, within the year, in an equal proportion 
upon all. 8 | 

The notion of requiring a higher proportion from the higner 
elaſſes, excluſive of its levelling tendency, would imply, that in all 
taxes upon conſumption alſo, every individual ſhould be rated in 
proportion to his income; and that when a man of 400l. a year 
pays a duty of five ſhillings for a buſhel of ſalt, or for any given 
quantity of tea or wine, the poſſeſſor of 4, oool. a year ought to 
pay fifty ſhillings. It is no anſwer to this, that the uſe of ſuch 
articles is, in ſome degree, voluntary. Happily, ſuch a ſyſtem, 
which certainly would be unjuſt and moſt miſchievous, is as cer- 
tainly impracticable. 

There is another objection, which is equally unſound, though 
more plauſible. We are told, that one ſpecies of income is more 
valuable than another ; and therefore, as a fair price for its protec- 
tion, that it ought to pay in proportion to its value : for example; 
that an annuity for life being worth only ten years purchaſe, and 
an income reſulting from an eſtate in fee being worth thirty years 
purchaſe, the latter ought to pay three times as much as the 
former. 

J confeſs that, for a moment, and when this notion firſt occurred 
in the debates of the laſt ſeſſion, J conceived it to have ſome ſo- 


lidity ; but a little reflection will ſhew, that the whole difficult) 


ariſes from a confuſion in terms, and from blending together the 
ideas of income and of capital. Income, as income, cannot be 
diſtinguiſhed, and brought into a ſcale of taxation, whatever may 
be the nature and value of the fund from which it 1s derived. 
The moment that income is rated by its valuc in the market, i“ 
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ceaſes to have the properties of income, and becomes capital. And 
then a new queſtion preſents itſelf: will you impoſe your contri- 
bution upon capital? I conceive that a tax on capital would be 
unattainable, How would it be poſſible to value the different 
eſtates of the owners and occupiers of land, and all the dif- 
ferent modifications, conditions, ſettlements, remainders, and. re- 
verſions, to which real property is liable? Still more, at how 
many years purchaſe, and by what rules, will you value the varying 
incomes of artiſts, manufacturers, and mercantile and profeſſional 
men? They are in the nature of incomes, for life or for years, 
and generally with the advantage of being in a courſe of increaſe 
and improvement. It is true that they are ſubject to innumerable 
accidents and changes; but they cannot be diſtinguiſhed in their 


average from other annuities, no more than thoſe annuities can be 


diſtinguiſhed from incomes which are nominally for ever. 

Will it be contended, that, in point of real value, an unſettled 
eſtate, which its owner will leave to his children, is of more worth 
to him, than if the ſame eſtate were for his life only, and already 
ſettled on his ſon and his deſcendants* Would an eſtate ſo ſettled 
on him for life with remainder to his heirs male, be more valuable 
to him than it would be, if he had no ſon, and it were ſettled on 
ſome diſtant relation or on a ſtranger? And if on a ſtranger, how 


is it more valuable to the poſſeſſor than any other annuity for life? 


The income ariſing from commerce or a profeſſion becomes, on the 
retreat or demiſe of its preſent owner, the property of another, juſt 
as much as the income ariſing from an eſtate or from an annuity 


for life or years. In ſhort, we cannot look to income, as liable to 


a different valuation in every ſpecific caſe ; nor as a property fairly 
to be deemed an object of taxation, with a reference to a longer in- 
tereſt than the life of its poſſeſſor: 


Tanquam 
Sit proprium cui-quam, puncto quad mobilis hare 
Nunc prece, nunc pretio, nunc vi, nunc ſorte ſupremd, 
Permutet dominos et cedat in altera jura. | 


And therefore it is, that by this bill, in all caſes indiſeriminately 
(and if it were not indiſcriminately it would be unjuſtly) the accru- 
Ing income of the year is made liable, for the year, to a deduction 
in a rated proportion which equally affects all. 


ouch then, my Lords, is the plan before us; eſtabliſhing a ſyſ- 


tem of ſupply, eſſentially important in the preſent ſtruggle, eſſen- 
ually beneficial on the eventual return of peace, and ſuch as will 
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hereafter induce all nations to pauſe, before they bring upon us the 
necefiity of engaging in war with them. | 
I muſt once more repeat, my Lords, that this meaſure has been 
accompliſhed by the union of opinions reſpeQing the nature of the 
French hoſtility ; by the affectionate and grateful attachment which 
is felt by all for a Sovereign who is juſtly conſidered as the father 
of his people; and by the confidence which is repoſed in the Coun- 
cils of that Sovereign, and in the wiſdom of Parliament ; or in 
other words, by the general conviction of men's minds, under which 
(as a noble Marquis pointedly exprefled himſelf on the firſi day of 
the ſeſſion) „all oppoſition is dead and buried,” I may add with. 
out any want of candour, that the public opinion is unequivocally 
marked, when public men, in a period of uncxampled anxiety, can 
retire into obſcurity without exciting, in a great and enlightened em- 
pire, even a whiſper of public regret. 
My Lords, I have repeatedly ſtood in this place, during the laſt 
five years, a foreboder of increafing difficulties ahd dangers ; nor 


ſhall I ever be diſpoſed to flatter either your Lordſhips or myſelf, 


or the country at large. But I now luok forwards and with good 
hopes to the chearing approach of better proſpects. And at this 
hour, if we could conſider ourſelves merely as a maritime fate, 
fingly oppoſed to France and to the naval powers who are ſo unfor- 
tunate as to be compelled to act with France, and to ſubmit to be 
called her allies, the conteſt would be at an end. For what objed 


af conteſt could there be between naval antagoniſts ; the one of 


which has loft to the other, all its commerce, all its colonies, all 
its external poſſeſſions, all its ſeas, and nearly all its fleets ; a loſs 
including, when the Spaniſh and Dutch prizes are added to the 
lift, above threeſcore ſhips of the line, and more than double that 
number of frigates? I cannot heſitate to ſay that a naval power, 
fo circumſtanced, and fo blocked up in all its coaſts and ports, is de- 


feated and beaten. Her inhabitants may collect in crowds upon the 


ſhore, and call hard names, and uſe approbrious language; but 
they are beaten, and have ceaſed to be a maritime people for a long 
period of time. So far as our infular intereſts are in queſtion, the 
war is brought to a predicament, in which a man may place his 
maps before him, and rack his information and ingenuity to find 
new objects of conqueſt and acquiſition. 
But in ſtating this, let me not be underſtood to give, or to con. 
vey, any opinion relative, either to the weakneſs or ſtability of the 
monſtrous government which has eſtabliſhed itſelf in France. It 
would be preſumption to fay what may be the permanence of 
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power, which ſeizes and appropriates, without ſeruple or remorſe, 
the reſources of other nations. No man can foretel how long a 
lawleſs horde of robbers and murderers may ſubſiſt by pillage and 
by crimes, before they are overtaken by human or divine juſtice, 
But one truth at leaſt is obvious and certain. So long as the French 
leaders ſhall appear to have no means of exiſtence, but in prolong- 
ing the miſeries and calamities which they have cauſed ; and vhilſt 
they retain the appetite and power of miſcief and deſtruction; i 
would be madneſs and folly, on our part, to ſuppoſe that we can re- 
vert in ſafety to the bleſſings of peace. We ought not to hope for 
peace ſo long as the revolutionizing ſyſtem maintains its activity. 
That activity is ſtill exerting itſelf, with all the agonies of fatigued 


but inſatiate malignity, and amidſt ſcenes of depopulation, bank- 
ruptcy, diſcontent and revolt. 


So far as the mere ſafety of theſe iſlands is in queſtion, we are 


fafe in our own courage and reſources, But in looking towards the 
wiſhed-for period of pacification, we muſt never forget, that the 
ſecurity of Europe is eſſential to the ſecurity of the Britiſh empire. 
We cannot ſeparate them. | | 
Permit me, my Lords, before I fit down, to advert to a eircum- 
ſtance, which, if left unexplained, might ſubje& me to the imputa- 
tion of ſpeaking with an illiberal warmth and prejudice. On the 
preſent and on other occaſions, I have uſed harſh language reſpect- 
ing the French as a nation: and ſurely they have been, during 
nine vears, the moſt deteſtable people that ever diſgraced the globe 
on which we live, and breathe, and have our being. They have 
been, and ſtill continue to be, the ſcourge and peſt of afflicted huma- 
nity. But I wiſh, once for all, to be underſtood not to ſpeak of 
the French ſuch as I ſaw and knew them twelve years ago; nor of 
the French ſuch as I hope, one day, again to ſee them. I ſpeak of 
them as they are, a credulous, ſubjugated, irreligious, immoral, and 
cruel people; blind inſtruments of the corruptions, caprices, and 
crimes of a few deſperate regicides. I ſpeak of them as they are, 
and will continue ſo to ſpeak of them on every occafion that may 
preſent itſelf ; becauſe I feel and know, that we cannot be too often 
and too ftrorply impreſſed with a true opinion of our enemy, and 
with a true ſenſe of our danger. ; 
But, God forbid that I ſhould apply ſuch expreſſions to the na- 
tion which I ſaw, compoſed of a brave and generous nobility, and a 


cood-tempered and ingenious people; even then, however, follow- 


ing falſe lights, and tending towards the precipice down which they 
have lince fallen. It is among the bitter misfortunes of that. no- 
bility, and of the other reſpectable claſſes, forced into exile and 
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laden with diſtreſſes of many kinds, to feel aſhamed of the country 
which gave them birth, and to carry about with them the ſentiment, 
that the very name of a Frenchman will, for ages to come, ſound 
gratingly to the ears of Mankind. The contraſt, my Lords, is 
obvious and offers itſelf to our attention. I ſee it with compla- 
cency and with pride. It is a pardonable pride, and of a good 


and moral tendency. Engliſhmen derive from their conſeiouſneſs 


of being Engliſhmen, an elevation of mind, which, both to the pre. 
ſent race and to poſterity, will operate as an inceſſant encouragement 
to national virtue and to right exertions. Vera gloria radices agi, 
alque etiam propagatur. 


— 


APPENDIX, referred to by Lord AuckLAxb i: 
the courſe of his ſpeech. 


No. 1. 


An ACCOUNT of the Total Value of the IMPORTS into and 
EXPORTS from GREAT BRITAINS in the following Years, 


VIZ. : oy 


** 


Pe . {Total Value of 
Value of Value of Britiſn Value of foreign gritiſh and Fo- 


Vears. Merchandize | Merchandize 


Imports, reign Merchan- 
P exported, exported. Jie exported, 


L Le Le + 
1790 19,130,886 | 14,921,084 $6,199,037 | 20,120,121 
1791 19,669,782 | 16,810,020 | 5,921,976 | 22,731,996 
1792 | 19,659,358 | 18,336,851 | 6,568,348 | 24,905,200 
1793 18,690,593 | 13,892,268 6,497,911 | 20,390,179 
1794 | 22,288,894 | 16,725,492 | 10,023,504 | 26,748,900 
I795 21,859,256 | 16,527,213 | 10,785,125 | 273124327 
1796 22,749,476 | 19,102,220 | 11,416,693 | 30,518,913 
1 222. 21,013,596 | 17,268,807 | 11,948,234 29,217,041 
179 — * - — — = = I 


This account cannot yet be made up to a later period than to the 


roth of October. But it appears that the amount of the value of Britiſh 
and foreign merchandize exported from England, in the three firſt quat - 
ters, ending on that day, was 22,977,000, „ 


Con 
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Comparative Value of certain principal Articles of Britiſh Manu- 
factures exported from England in the Three Quarters, ending 
the 1 oth October, 1797, and the roth October, 1798. 


% 
* 


Three Quarters Three Quarters 
ending ending 
OR. 10, 1797., OR. 10, 1798 


| —— — ————————r—. 


L. 4. 


1,583, 00] 1,725,000 


Cottons . — — = 


Iron, wrought = 3 631,000 678, oo 


Linens = - - 5 493,000 | 880,000 


Woollen goods = - - 23.977, 000 4,078, ooe 


Total comparative Value of Britiſh Manufactures and Foreign 
Merchandize exported from England in the Three Quarters 
as above. 


Three C———_ Quarters 
ending ending 


Oct. 10, 1797. Oct. 10, 1798. 
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No. 3. 


Amount of the permanent taxes, on a three- years average, 5 
to the 5th of Januaiy, 1784 — — 9.876, oo0 


Amount of the ſame, as eſtimated by the Committee on 
a threc- years average to the 5th of January, 


1791 i Es * — I 3,472,000 


Amount for the year ending the 5th of January, 1793 14,284,000 


Amount cf the ſame taxes, after making all allowances 
for the intermediate changes and arrange- 
ments of the revenue, on a three- cars ave- | 
rage, to the ;th of January, 1796 — 12,381,000 


Amount of the ſame, on the average of five years war, to 
the 5th of January, 1798 — — 1 3,806,000 


Amount of the ſame, for the year ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1798 — — — 13,332,009 


Amount of the ſame, for the year ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1799 — — — 14,492,000 


——— — 


— 


* Part of this comparative increaſe undoubtedly ariſes from particular 


branches of the revenue having been cepretied in the preceding year by 
eircumſtances which have now nearly ccaſed to operate ; ſuch a> the dufte 
on wine, &c. At the ſame time the actual payment of . large ar in« i-aie, 
from whatever cauſe it proceeds, is an undoubted proof of the reſources 
and ſufficiency of the country under all its burdens, 
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Lord CLIFFORD (Earl of Darnley in Ireland) apologized for 
troubling the Houſe after the very able ſpeech which had been de- 
livered in ſupport of the bill by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, but 
ſo fully convinced was he of its propricty, that he could not loſe the 
preſent opportunity of joining his voice in favour of the meaſure to 
that of both Houſes of Parliament, and of the country at large. 
Though his noble friend had entered into a great variety of topics 
ſuggeſted: by the conſideration of the propoſed tax, two or three 
points had eſcaped his notice, to which he felt himſelf called upon 
to ſpeak, Among the objections made by a noble Lord (Lord 
Holland) to the bill, was one in particular, that it went to a difclo- 
ſure of the circumſtances of the parties. Had the noble Lord care- 
fully peruſed the whole of the bill, he would have found, that the 
objection fo advanced did not apply to the landed intereſt, and that 
commercial property was as completely guarded from any dangers 
tikely to reſult from a diſcloſure, as the nature of the caſe could 
poſſibly admit of. It ſhould alſo be remembered, that the bill had 
not been hurried through in the way imputed to it, but had under- 
gone the moſt ſerious and minute inveſtigation. He would under- 
take to ſay, that the previous inveſtigation had been fo ſtric, as to 
render it at preſent unneceſſary to go into a detail of thoſe objections 
which had been fully refuted in the other Houſe. With reſpect to 
the probability which had been urged of the meaſure affecting the 
funds, he would aſk, if it were likely to do fo, why that effect had 
not been already produced? The noble Lord had declared, that 
he was averſe to abſtract propoſitions on poiltical ſubjects, yet, after 


making that declaration, he made no difficulty of reading extracts 


from a work of the very nature he condemned. Lord Darnley 
concluded with obſerving, that the preſent meaſure was one which 
their Lordſhips were called upon by the moſt powerful motives to 
ſanction, as, excluſively of the great and ſalutary principle on which 
it proceeded, it was alſo calculated in every point of view to defeat 
the deſigns, and ruin.the power of the enemy. 5 

Lord HOLLAND roſe to explain. He was perfectly ſenſible 
that any diſcuſſion he was able to promote would be wholly without 
effect: but his duty, however, called upon him to ſtate the objec- 
tions he had urged againſt the meaſure. With regard to the obſer- 
vations he had made on the work of a noble Lord (Auckland), he 
could aſſure that noble Lord that he by no means quoted the book 
with an intention to throw any ſlur upon its author, but, on the con- 
trary, to ſtrengthen his argument by what he conceived to be 4 
weiglity and reſpectable authority. He could not, however, refrain 


from animadverting upon the mannæ in which his arguments againſt 
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the bill had been treated: inſtead of urging any ſound arguments 
in reply to them, he was only told that his oppoſition was a ſolitary 
one, and that the general ſenſe of the Houſe was againſt him; he 
vas Moreover given to underſtand that no ambition was felt to con- 
vince him, or to conciliate his approbation of the meaſure. This 
ſurely was rather a ſtrange way of treating a Member of that Houſe, 
who was placed in it by the Conſtitution in order to deliver his 
opinion upon every topick according to his conſcience and the beſt 
of his judgement. Had he made uſe of ſuch unparliamentary lan- 
guage, he, no doubt, would have been accuſed of libelling the Houſe. 
The noble Lord (Auckland) had alſo been pleaſed to expreſs a hope 
that age and experience might teach him to alter his opinions, as 
the noble Lord himſelf had done. He would not ſay that he felt 
diſpoſed to imitate the example of the noble Lord in that reſpeQ, 
who had ſo egregiouſly changed his opinions both of men and mea- 
ſures ; but, whenever he was induced to alter his political ſenti- 
ments, he truſted the change would be the reſult of fair inveſtigation 
and unbiaſſed judgement, and that it ſhould be the work of his rea- 
ſon as far as it could guide him, not the ſuggeſtion of private intereſt 
or prejudiced partiality. It might be natural for the noble Lord 
to have made ſome change in his opinions on a ſubject like the pre- 
ſent after the lapſe of twenty years, nor could a fair conſtruction of 
the words he quoted vindicate him from the imputation of that 
charge, The words of the book were not confined to voluntary 
contributions. They alſo admitted the impropriety of a diſcloſure 
of private circumſtances, and likewiſe the hardſhips to which a 
meaſure like the preſent would expoſe the landholder. The noble 
Lord is loud in the praiſe of the ſpirit and enthußaſm of the country 
manifeſted in the voluntary contributions and the payment of the 
triple aſſeſſment of laſt year, yet unfortunately this panegyric is 
broadly denied by the bill now before the Houſe, the preamble of 
Which tells the world, that the reaſon for introducing it was the 
ſhameful evaſions practiſed laſt year. The noble Lord had alſo 
brought forward obſervations not very cloſely conneQed with the 
ſubje&t, but ſuch as the Miniſters and their adherents knew well 
how to introduce into every debate. To prepare their Lordſhips' 
minds for the adoption of their unconſtitutional meaſures, ſome 
rant upon French atrocities muſt always be introduced. Tf he 
told them the bill was unjuſt, he was anſwered by the tyranny of 
the Directory; if he told them it was unequal and impolitic, they 
muſt hear a philippic againſt Jacobiniſm. The noble Lord ob- 
ſerved upon ſome expreſſions which were made uſe of in another 
Place, where the French Revolution was tiled a glorious fabric of 


r 
- 
* 


_ PARLIAMENTARY [Lord, II. 8 


— — 

* n 222% A 
= — - , r 
e * 


S 


n 
* 


wiſdom and integrity. He did not take up this with a vien of 
blaming or defending it: he was ſeldom tempted to defend a man 
who was ſo much better able to defend himſelf. His intenting 
only was to ſay, that if from a meaſure well intended evil conſe. 
quences might afterwards ariſe, this bald not be fairly imputeq az 
a fault to the framers of the meaſure. If it were our nutions of 
human guilt, all diſtinQions between right and wrong ate at ap 
end, and the extenſion of the principle might lead us to the con. 
demnation of all that was noble, honeſt, or diſintereſted. Would 
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4 it be juſt to impute to the manly oppoſition of Hampden, the faul but to 
349 | cataſtrophe that afterwards enſued? If the Admiralty embark and ab 
1 | in ſome great expedition, which afterwards terminated in ſome ſyſtem 
| 1 great calamite, would it be fair to impute the failure to the noble of the 
1 I Lord, who ſo ably ſuperintends that department, and about the in- contra 
ut | i tegrity of whoſe intentions no man could entertain a doubt ? Where contri 
5 1 = there was no evil intention, there could, therefore, be no fault ; and have | 
1 here he would not hefitate to ſay, that had he been a Frenchman, with » 

4 he would have felt it the pride of his life to have been concerned in of Jac 
\ that great event ; but, though he felt that ſuch would have been his priety 
3 ambition in ſuch a ſituation of his country as that of France then prope: 
4 was, he was far from thinking that there could be any juſtice in ſome 
4 making him anſwerable for the conſequences that might enſue, fleets 
l Would their Lordſhips now contend, that even His Majeſty's Mi- garde 
4 niſters, whom they have ſo generally ſupported, ſhould be made re- their 
43 ſponſible for all the diſaſtrous conſequences of the war into which name 
4 | they have unfortunately plunged the nation? Surely not; and ill Hou 
1 and inauſpiciouſly as the war has actually been proſecuted, God as ab 
1 forbid that he ſhould ſay, that Miniſters ſhould be made reſponſible The 
Þ for all the moral guilt of its concomitant calamities. Indeed, the , Inace 

1 firſt avowed. object of the war was to reſiſt the unprovoked ag- he cc 
bl greſſion of the French, and to fruſtrate their ſchemes of aggrandize- adve 
4 ment; would Miniſters have perſiſted in embarking in it, were they ſent 
4 | told all that has ſince enſued from it; had they been told that the 1 
I France would be in poſſeſſion of all Italy; that ſhe would exert 2 . 
q commanding influence over Spain ; that ſhe would invade Holland, For 
4 and make herſelf maſter of all its reſources : but eſpecially had the) linu 
Þ been told, that England ſhould be obliged to ſend Miniſters to ne- quei 
4 gotiate with thoſe very men, whoſe hands were ſtill reeking with the 4 
a 1 blood of their Sovereign, or that we who haughtily refuſed an aſylum ure 
5 to any, directly or indirectly, concerned in the King's murdet, wel 
A ; ſhould be now expreſſing an anxiety for the only man in the Direc- - 
Ib tory who had a hand in that atrocious deed ? For his part he was, * 
5 and he truſted he ſhould ever be, a fincere and firm friend af "P 
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Liberty, and as ſuch he muſt feel with keener regret, and deeper 
horror at the crimes and atrocities that might be committed in her 
name, than thoſe who never were conſcious of any fervour in her 
cauſe, Under ſuch impreflions, it could not, therefore, be ſug- 
noſed, that he was inclined to extenuate, much leſs to palliate or 
juſtify theſe atrocities. But he could not help remarking, that the 
only object of the war that ſeemed to be accompliſhed, (for he could 
not doubt but that ſuch an object had been in view) was the ren- 
dering the name of liberty odious.to the world, in which France has 
but too ably conſpired, as we unfortunately ſee from the pernicious 
and abominable conſequences that have flowed from ſome of her 
ſyſtems. But great and ſhocking as moſt undoubtedly is the guilt 
of the French, yet the effect of the war has as yet been the direct 
contrary of its avowed object; it has extended the dominions and , 
contributed to the aggrandizement of the enemy. He would not 
have been induced to ſay much on this ſubject, had he not obſerved 
with what triumph the crimes of France and the deplorable effeQs 
of ſacobiniſm are every moment introduced, even to prove the pro- 
priety and neceſſity of a tax bill. The noble Lord has alſo thought 
proper to enter into a compariſon of this country with France. In 
ſome points of view, no doubt this was a ſubje& of exultation. The 
flects of France had diſappeared. France could no longer be re- 
garded as a naval power. Her inhabitants could now only ſtand on 
their ſhores, and vent the impotence of their rage in calling us hard 
names, though not harder, perhaps, than had been called here in the 
Houſe of Lords, where ſome perſons might be charaQerized as being 
3 abject in diſgrace, as they were loud and arrogant in proſperity. 
The noble Lord was alſo pleaſed to tell him, that he could find no 
inaecuracies in the bill. This was not the caſe ; on the contrary, 
he could ſhew it to be exceedingly inaccurate, which he then did by 
adverting to a variety of clauſes. He was told beſides, that the pre- 
ſent meaſure was particularly calculated to raiſe the funds. But if 
the uſual mode of raifing money by loan was to be abandoned, 
much of the neceſſity for keeping up the funds exiſted no longer. 
For his part, he principally maintained that the tax, by being con- 
inued for any length of time, would produce the worſt conſe- 
quences, and that it would be impoſſible for the people to bear it. 
e felt it, therefore, his duty to continue his oppoſition to a mea- 
lure, which he was confident muſt be finally productive of ſuch 
melancholy effects. | | | 
Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that after the able arguments which 
the Houſe had heard from his noble friend (Lord Auckland), in 
port of the bill, it might perhaps be ſuppoſed that there was no 


» 


. 469 „ 
— "A. Pe 
. 
ee F ed iS, Ky 7 
— * * 4 _ 3-4 5 - « 
n * — — - — — 4 — 


2 
r —— 


r £ 
* 
Ep af * 
6 Ä— — — 


> 


FT" > 3 An") 4. 4 = 
ee. 


D ICI PIE r . 


7 * —_— wy * + A 5 yp 
PR 7 3 * * R . * 


N 
" 
* 


* 2 
IE . 


7 8 ® W * 374 
2 3 * 9 ” 
X SE ty. — c 4 4 
F — — N 7 * = OS. 
L SF. + 22 * 4 — * _ 
* 4 — 2 2 — * o ”y- . 


2 


, YC 17 
N 
WN 
2 n « 7 * 
. —ͤ—. 5 aft bag are th, 


1 4 — - 4 « ' — 1 7 
5 b „ Fa 
8 ee A d * de- wy 2 26 
e * x 2 
* 3 9 * ee = + A * 


r — Ir p 2 3 
12 2 2 rie " - og + $4 1 
* = # Fo . 
— . e n 3 g 8 — "4 
: F * — 2 * = Me» 


7 2 446 Fog 26 » 
oe ERIE CE ds 8 
y „ 7 I 1 * 
4 = 9 * 2 


4 * n — = 


2 
3 * * o — * 
* Sages a * Pay 8 1 - M4 
K e *“ 1 L EY * 2 
Te * 


R 
— 
. 


ere e 


a bz 


”_— © * 

* 4 F 

Kr AA 
— 4 — — 21 


— 5 
* 


— 


8 
2 | 


F. #0 ; ; lp, oe] . WOES . - 
2 e 22 . e * n 3 * "a 
n 9979779797 — 2 eee n A en nba F — gprees : r - 
_— n= rang 7] OO 3 
; 


. I 
5 * N * 4 v. * 3 

8 92 ae dere * bye N ay” 

.. N , * 1 I DAE 


8 
3 


„ 


r 


2 
2 
1 


2 - - * N. * ET ? 
2 . 3 > nee . * * ye - 
: . ry F4 
e rr 
FP 
r 1 a r „ 
* Kt, , , A” 


ok A 
6 


— 


RN rere ere 


566 PARLIAMENTARY Lords 


neceſſity for his troubling them with his ſentiments upon the ſub- 
jet. It was not his intention to have done fo, had it not been fv 
the extraordinary conduct of the noble Lord who had juſt ſat down, 
He believed their Lordihips would agree with him that the noble 
Lord was the firſt perſon who had ſet the example of riſing a ſecone 
time in that Houſe, not for the purpoſe of explanation, but of re.dif. 
cnüng the queſtion before them in a regular and detailed ſpeech, 
had, however, preſerved filence hitherto reſpecting the uſual 
-1:-tice of the noble Lord, nor would he have noticed it even en 
dhe preſent-occaſion, had he not heard ſome very improper reflec. 
dens caſt upon the conduct of the Houſe, He was not in the ha. 

* of precluding the Members of that Houſe from the moſt ample 
indulgence in the delivery of their ſentiments, by rigorouſly enforcing 
tze Canding orders. But when he found them ſo frequently and 
tyitematically violated, he thought it highly neceſſary to call the at. 


* 
* 
„ 


* 
— 
21 


tention of the Houſe to their ſtrit execution moribus anliguis fit | 


Rama. The noble Lord, beſides, by his obſervations on the ſup- 


poſed conduct of Miniſters under certain circumſtances, ſeemed to 


intend to call upon him perſonally ; and, however unwilling he 
was to occupy their Lordſhips' time on a ſubjeA not immediately 
connected with the queſtion before them, he ſhould be ſorry if it 
were for a moment thought that His Majeſty's Miniſters would have 
acted under thoſe ſuppoſed circumſtances in the manner repreſented, 
The ſentiments of a certain perſon upon the French Revolution 
had been alluded to, and his Lordſhip had expreſſed his coincidence 
in thoſe ſentiments. This was a ſubje& which he could not ima- 
gine to be introduced for any other purpoſe than that of calling away 
the attention of the Houſe from the unanſwerable arguments of hi 
noble friend. As it had, however, been introduced, he would again 
ſtate the opinion which he had uniformly profeſſed reſpeQing it 
from its commencement to the preſent moment. He had alwajs 
conſidered the Conſtitution of 1791, which ſome men had 6 
loudly extolled, as a wretched, weak, and flimſy production in itſelf, 
but at the ſame time as very artfully contrived to effect the wicked 
and abominable purpoſes of. the deep tragedy which it uſhered il. 
It was not the preſent ſtage only of the French Revolution, which 
no man could contemplate without horror, that he conſidered à 
deſerving the execration of every friend to humanity ; but through 


all its ſtages, which had been ſo copiouſiy drenched with torrents of 


blood, he had always viewed it as a ſcene of unparalleled atroclh, 
madneſs, and deluſion. He was aſked, whether if His Majeſty's 
Miniſters had foreſeen the preſent poſture of affairs, and had Kron 
that the courſe of events would have led to the extenſion of ths 
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dominion of France, they would have adviſed His Majeſty to com- 
mence hoſtilities againſt the Government of that country * He 
would for himſelf repeat it a hundred times over, that had he been 
perfectly aſſured beforehand of all the events which had happened, 
the ſubjugation and pillage of Ttaly, the conqueſt of Holland, or 
even the murder of the King of France, he would have recom- 
mended the adoption of the ſame ſyſtem which this country had 
purſued, and which he ſhould conſider as deriving additional 
urgency from thoſe very circumſtances. Nay, when he reflected on 
the ravages committed in the whole civilized community of the 
world by that wild and wicked domination ; by a Revolution which 


no man could think of, much more approach in diſcuſſion, without 


horror; when he beheld the face of Europe diſtorted to every fea- 
ture, disfigured with the blood of Kings, or the violation of per- 
ſonal liberty and perſonal rights, what muſt be his feelings, what 
his indignation at the authors of ſo many crimes, and ſuch a com- 
plication of black and hideous miſchief ? Was not Italy polluted ? 
Was not Switzerland plundered, ſacked, enſlaved, the ſcene of 
general devaſtation and of maſſacre? Theſe things had all hap- 
pened in their ſucceſſion ; yet could he have foreſeen that ſuch 
would be the ifſue of that monſtrous Revolution, thoſe, aye, ten 
times more, he would have ſacrificed to ſtem the tide of thoſe 
vicious and falſe principles, to keep out from the human mind that 
glare of delufive light, fantaſtically called philoſophy, but which, 
in truth, was no other than the inflammable effuſion of revolu- 
tionary madneſs. This country had honourably, and, thank God, 
as yet ſucceſsfully refiſted that power which ſought not only to over- 
throw every State in its vicinity, but our own. And, (concluded. 
the noble Secretary) we ſhall continue our exertions ; we ſhall ar- 
dently maintain the ſtruggle ; we ſhall give to Europe the awful 
but animating example of a nation combating irreligion, injuſ- 
tice, oppreſſion, tyranny ; and not for ourſelves alone, but for the 
world. nh 72 _ | 

Lord HOLLAND faid, he had not ſo much ſpoken againſt the 
meaſures themſelves, as he had animadverted upon the inefficacy of 
thoſe meaſures which His Majeſty's Miniſters had purſued. 

Earl of FAUCONBERG in general terms approved of the 
Meaſure ; he gave it as his opinion, that the thanks of the country 
vere due to Government for having had the wiſdom, the juſtice, 
and the firmneſs to bring forward, at a period eminently portentous, 
a meaſure of finance which was to convince the enemy that our re- 
eurces were equal to our neceſſities, and that the ſpirit of the na- 
uon, far from being repreſſed by it, will, under its influence, b 

Vox. VII. e 
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ſtimulated to higher enterprize, and raiſed to a higher pitch of force 
than ever it eſſayed or attained in any known period of our hiſtory, 
He ſhould therefore moſt cordially ſupport the bill. | 

The Duke of BEDFORD roſe, and begged their Lordſhips' 
indulgence while he ſtated his ſentiments on a bill which he thought 
of the laſt degree, of importance to all the various intereſts of the 
country. In ſtating his ſentiments, however, he would treſpaſs as 
ſhort a time as poſſible on the time of the Houſe. | 

The bill turned upon two great and leading principles, befides 
comprehending a large variety of other ſubordinate points and con- 
fiderations. The firſt of the two principles was, how far it was 
wiſe and expedient to raiſe a great portion of the ſupplies within the 
year, rather than by the uſual way of loan? It was impoſſible to 
diſcuſs this principle by arguments drawn from experience or com- 
parative effect, becauſe it was a mere ſpeculative queſtion, and there- 
fore could not be treated ,in the ſame manner as that which had 
ſtood the teſt of trial in repeated inſtances ever ſince the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the funding ſyſtem. There was, however, the conſtant 
and uniform practice of our anceſtors againſt it; nay more, there 
was the practice of the preſent Miniſter himſelf, who had, during 
five years of expenſive war—for he would not call it ruinous, or 


uſe any expreſſion that might lead to the diſcuſſion of ſubjects that | 


had been again and again agitated within thoſe walls— But during 


five years of expenſive war, the preſent Miniſter had himſelf fol- 


lowed the ancient plan of raiſing the ſupplies by loans; and, inaſ- 
much as that amounted to, it was to be taken into conſideration, as 
warranting the inference that the preſent Miniſter had hitherto 
thought that mode of raiſing the ſupplies preferable to an attempt to 
raiſe them within the year. If, then, we were now to adopt the 
mode recommended by this bill, it would be an admiſſion that the 
author of it had been for that ſpace of time in the wrong, and that 
the preſent was preferable to that which he had hitherto purſued, 
No noble Lord, he believed, would ſupport it as poſitively good ; but 
would merely argue for it as expedient, and adapted to our preſent 
circumſtances : but yet his Grace thought it would not be difficult 
to prove that, even comparatively, it was a more injurious mode of 
raiſing the ſupplies than that which had been ſo long purſued. In 
the outſet of a war, indeed, the noble Duke admitted that this 
method might have one good effect, it might make a people cautious 
how they plunged themſelves giddily and without due conſideration 
into war. But, whether being actually engaged in war — whether, 


after having in five years created a debt greater in its amount than 


the whole of what had been incurred during the hundred years pre- 
. , 
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ceding, we ſhould adopt this mode now? was a queſtion of extreme 
doubt. The ſecond principle of the bill for their Lordſhips' diſ- 
cuſſion was, Whether, if the propriety of raiſing a great part of the 
ſupplies within the year were admitted, the propoſition now offered 
of raiſing thoſe ſupplies by a tax on income was the deſirable 
means? This was a queſtion of material importance in the view 


in which the meaſures of the laſt year were conſidered ; for, as by 


raiſing 7,000.000l. within the year, it was contended that the ge- 
neral principle of raibng the ſupplies within the year was recog- 


niſed, it might hereafter be contended that, by adopting the preſent 


bill, they recogniſed the principle of taxing income. In this view 
it required their Lordſhips' moſt ſerious conſideration ; for nothing 
could be more injurious to the Community, nor more fatal to the 
State, than to aſſume this as a principle recogniſed, and to act upon 
it. It had been the general practice of taxation, to levy as great a 
portion as poſſible of the ſum wanted upon articles of luxury and of 
conſumption ; and, ſo long as that practice could be continued, it 
would never be conſidered as materially unjuſt in its operation, 
though one deſcription might for the moment be more immediately 


touched than others ; and although the whole community might not 


pay towards it in equal proportions, till, as it was optional, it could 
not be deemed fundamentally wrong. If, therefore, it was aban- 
doned, it was a confeſſion that we could not go on in the moſt 
Qquitable courſe of taxation; for on no other ground could that 
courſe be abandoned, but that the taxes would be ſo oppreſſive that 
people, in order to avoid them, would diſuſe the articles taxed. 
This, then, muſt be conſidered as a forced contribution; and as 
luch it would be confidered. If the ſum could be raiſed by a tax 
on conſumption, every body muſt acknowledge that it would be a 
preferable mode. But if the ſtate of the realm was ſuch that a 
forced contribution muſt be the means of ſupporting the Govern- 
ment, then it became their Lordſhips to confider well, whether the 
general principle of taxation, which required that every man ſhould 
Pay in proportion to the protection he received, which protection 
vas commenſurate with his property, was conſulted and acted upon 
in this bill. In his mind the criterion was extremely falſe and er- 
In one caſe it would be a tax, as it profeſſed to be, upon 
meome; in another, it would be a tax upon capital. A temporary 
ax upon income muſt in its nature be, in many inſtances, a tax 
"pon capital. The preſent tax was aid to be for three years. Thus, 
"en, a perſon poſſeſſed of 1,000). a year, and expending the whole 
7 it, cannot, ſaid his Grace, without conſiderable inconvenience to 


limſelf, abridge his expenditure to 90ol. ; whereas, by taking from 
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his capital tool., he will diminiſh his income but 51. a year for 


each ycar, and with comparatively a trifling inconvenience, he will 


be thus enabled to pay his tax. Perſons, on the other hand, who 
poſſeſs greater incomes than they annually expend, convert their ſur. 
plus into capital. In both caſes, therefore, the tax, in truth, takes 
from their capital, and not from their income. Yet poſſeſſing this 
clear character of being, in moſt inſtances, a tax upon capital, it 
would not be difficult to ſhew how unequal it would be in its opera- 
tion; for if the annuitant is obliged to have recourſe to his capital, 
you take from him a fiftieth part of his property, as the average 
value of exiſting annuities cannot be ſaid to be more than five years 
purchaſe. You take trom the ſtock holder little more than a two hun- 
dredth part, and from the land-owner only a three-hundredth part. 
This may be ſufficient to ſhew its inequality; but, perhaps, it will be 
more clearly illuſtrated in the ſituation of a perſon having property 
in the ſhort annuitics, compared with that of another who has in- 
veſted the ſame ſum in the 3 per cents. 

Two. perſons have inveſted the ſame ſum in the ſame ſecurity, 
that is, in the public funds, and conſequently with the faith of 
Government cqually pledged to them. The one receives an in- 
come for his money ot 200l. a year; the other receives about 75l.; 
yet relatively both theſe perſons receive the ſame valuc for their 
money according to the funds they have choſen ; fur, in the one 
caſe, the public repay, as it were, the principal, together with in- 
tereſt upon it, by inſtalments, becauſe in nine years the whole 1s to 
terminate: whereas, in the other caſe, the public pay only the in- 
tereſt, becauſe the annuity is perpetual. Now the proportion, con- 
tinued the noble Duke, is juſt, becauſe the perſon poſſeſſed of the 
ſhort annuity, may, by inveſting all the ſurplus above 7 51. in ſtock, 
re-create his principal by the time that the annuity expires. It is 
manifeſt, therefore, that all which he receives above 7 51. a year is 
part of his capital repaid him, and cannot be conſidered as income. 
Yet upon his 200]. a year he is to pay 20l. a year to this tax, 
while the other is to pay a little more than one pound. In this 
view it is impoſſible to reconcile it with the principles of equity, and 
innumerable caſes might be quoted in which the hardſhip of the tax 
would be felt in the ſame unequal way. 

If the tax ſhould endure fo long as to make it inconvenient for 
a perſon to diſcharge it by diſpoſing of a part of his capital, then in 
its effect, it will have all the conſequences of a permanent tax; in 
which caſe it will not only prove more injurious to individuals, but 
to the general welfare of the State ; for there is a moſt effential 
diſtinction between taking a ſum from the public upon articles as 
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they are conſumed, and taking a ſum from the means by which pro- 
duce is to be obtained. The latter ſtrikes directly at the vital prin- 
ciple of all national proſperity, for it operates as a check upon im- 
provement. At a time when every writer upon political economy 
—every practitioner in huſbandry, is of opinion, that tithe operates 
382 general check to the advancement of agriculture, and the meli- 
oration of the country, you are about, my Lords, to adopt a mea- 
ſure which will eſtabliſh a new tithe over the whole kingdom; and 
that which in its partial operation is deemed to be ſo injurious, you 
are about to generalize and extend to all the arts and manufactures, 
as well as to add it to the exiſting tithe upon agriculture. Now 
when it is agreed upon all hands that the tithe which is derived 
from annual profits, ought to be converted into principal, if it could 
be done without affecting the intereſts of thoſe who derive their in- 
come from it, you are about to eſtabliſh a more enlarged tythe, and 
that in the heavieſt way; for it not only propoſes to take a tenth 
of every man's induſtry, but in many caſes a tenth of the capital 
neceſſary to be employed in order to make that induſtry productive. 
In the mixed and uncertain tendency of the tax, the moſt ſtriking 
Inequalities would impede even its ſucceſs as a meaſure of finance, 
whereas, if it had been directed at capital, it would have been leſs 
complicated, and leſs unequal. It is a pretty general opinion that 
capital cannot be got at nor aſcertained ; but if the principle be once 
admitted, that capital or property is to be charged in proportion to 
ihe protection it derives from the Government, ſurely it may be 
diſcovered. I do not feel it to be my duty, continued the noble 
Duke, becauſe I ſtate my objections to one tax, or to one mode of 
taxation, that I ſhould ſuggeſt another in its ſtead ; but yet I think 
that a tax might be found equal to the exigency of the moment, and 
not liable to any of the objections which are juſtly advanced againſt 
this bill I mean a tax upon ſucceſſions, not merely collateral, but 
lineal, This is not my idea, but is the ſuggeſtion of a noble 
friend of mine, whoſe abilities this Houſe has often had occaſion to 
witneſs, particularly on points of finance (the Earl of Lauderdale). 
It will be needleſs now to enter into the details, as I hope that my 
noble friend will digeſt and give to the public his ideas on the ſub- 
kt, I entertain no doubt of the advantage to be derived from it. 
I ſpeak more confidently on the ſubject, becauſe I can Claim no 
merit from having thrown it out ; and yet, if it ſhould be found 
to be impracticable, I muſt incur ſome blame for having men- 
tioned it. : 
Having ſtated my objections to the principle of the bill, I come 
nit, my Lords, to its particular proviſions. "The profeſſed object 
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of the bill is to take a tenth of that income of which every perſon is 
poſſeſſed ; but, in many inſtances, it will operate in a far greater 
proportion, and, in my opinion, it is highly unjuſt and impolitie 
that it ſhould take even the tenth in a variety of caſes. I have no 
heſitation in ſaying, that the profits derived from the practice of 
ſcience, ought in no caſe to be taxed. It ſhould be the policy of 
every ſtate to cheriſh, cultivate, and protect the arts, and to give 
ſuch encouragement to profeſſional men of every deſcription, as 
ſhould engage their ſettlement in the country ; and therefore, it is 
not until their profits ſhall be turned into capital, that they ought 
to be made the objects of taxation, beyond the articles of mere con- 
ſumption incident to all the community. Then they may be the 
ſubject of taxation, inaſmuch as that capital is protected. But lay. 
ing general principles aſide, I contend, that by the preſent bill, a 
greater proportion, or more than a tenth in many inſtances, is taken 
from them; and if I recur to the Aſſeſſed-tax Act for laſt year, I 
find there enough to warrant me in this aſſertion. When that bill 
paſſed laſt year, there were introduced into it in the courſe of its 


progreſs through the other Houſe, a variety of exceptions calculated 


to relieve particular claſſes of men, and to make allowances in their 
favour, to which they were well entitled in reaſon and in juſtice, but 
no ſuch exceptions are made for them in the preſent bill. Why 
they ſhould not have occurred to thoſe who were concerned in the 
framing of the bill now, or why they have not been attended to, I 
am at a loſs to imagine. I mean allowances in favour -of pro- 
feſſional men, whoſe income cannot be conſidered as a clear profit, 
a large portion of it being neceſſarily expended, in order to enable 
them to exerciſe their profeſſion. A medical man, for inſtance; 
can any noble Lord imagine that the whole income of a medical 
man is clear gain? Much the contrary ; every man knows that a 
phyſician who goes in his carriage to viſit his patients, will have more 
buſineſs than a phyſician who walks on foot. His carriage and his 
horſes, therefore, are to be conſidered as implements of his buſineſs, 
and ought to be allowed for as they were in the former bill. Other 
proſeſſional men ought to have been in like manner conſidered. Did 
not every man know that it coſt a lawyer a conſiderable ſum yearly 
to enable him to purſue his profeſſion ; and it was the ſame with va- 
rious other deſcriptions of perſons employed in ſcientific purſuits. 
His Grace then came to an argument which, he ſaid, he almoſt 
hefitated to ſtate, becauſe he was aware of the obloquy which was 
too frequently thrown upon perſons who might be ſuppoſed to ſtate 
a caſe that in any way affected themſelves ; yet, however, he mult 


ineur the hazard of this obloquy in the diſcharge of his duty. He 
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alluded to the ſituation of land owners under the operation of this 
bill. It was obvious that every perſon poſſeſſed of eſtates muſt in- 
cur the expence of agents in order to manage thoſe eſtates, to collect 


their rents, and to ſuperintend and inſpe& them. No allowance 


was made for their expences, and yet the ſums thus paid in ſalaries 
would again come to be aſſeſſed and paid to the tax by the agents 
themſelves ; for though in many inſtances land-owners did not give 
falaries ſufficient to bring their agents within the full charges of the 
proviſions of the bill, yet in no caſe perhaps was an agent for an 
eſtate employed whoſe whole income did not amount to 2001. a year. 
Here then was an inſtance in which the amount of the ſums thus 
paid to agents would be taxed twice—firſt, by the land-owner, who 
was not allowed to deduct it from his income; and, ſecondly, by 
the agent who received it. If, again, the falary given to an agent 
were but a juſt remuneration for his ſervices, his employer muſt diſ- 
charge the tax for him, and conſequently muſt pay 20 per cent. on 
that part of his income. The next ground of inequality was, that 
he found it eſtabliſhed in many inſtances that income was not to be 
aſcertained exactly by what a perſon received in the year preceding, 
but by an average of three, five, or more years, according to the par- 
ticular circumſtances of the caſe. A trader was to decide for him- 
ſelf. This option was clearly given to him as an advantage, and 
meant to operate as an alleviation from the too great preſſure of the 
tax This was clearly the ground of the option given, and upon 
no other principle, he conceived, could it be reſorted to; why not 
then make the proviſion general? The principle of the bill was 
to take from each man a tenth, and no more, of that which he has 
to diſpoſe of. He found, however, that in the caſe of land-owners, 
and of the occupiers of land, that it was left in the power of the 
commiſſioners to decide on the manner in which this ſhall be com- 
puted. It would not be difficult to ſhew that this proviſion muſt 


be exceedingly injurious to the intereſts of land- owners, and to the 


Ccupters of land, as in many inſtances they would be obliged to pay 
afar preater proportion than one tenth. In the cafe of income ari- 
ing from woods, fines, &c. it frequently happened that a much 
larger ſum than ordinary was received in one year. The money ſo 
acquired was either expended at the time, and therefore ought not to 
be taxable now, or, which was a ſtronger caſe, it might be converted 
into capital, and the profits ariſing from it were now to come an- 
nually under the charge of this bill. Or ſuppoſe, which alſo fre- 
quently happened, that the ſum thus received was laid out in the 
improvement of the lands, then the increaſed rental was ſubject to 


(ts tax, while by the diſcretion thus given to the commiſſioners, 
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they could go back, and tax the principal ſum itſelf. This, the 
noble Duke ſaid, was clearly and manifeſtly unjuſt. 

And now, he ſaid, that he was upon averages, he would remark 
on an extraordinary clauſe in the bill, which ſays-—that no perſon 
ſhall deduct from income the whole of what he had expended in 
repairs either of his houſe, or of utenſis employed in trade the year 


preceding, but his expenditure muſt be taken on an average of the | 
three years precedings Any perſon who knew how houſes were let 


in London, muſt be aware that beſides the common ordinary and 
trifling repairs, once in fourteen years, or in twenty-one years, or at 
the period of the renewal of his leaſe, the tenant was obliged to ex- 
pend a conſiderable ſum in the repairing or refitting, under cove- 
nants with his landlord. By the preſent bill a perſon poſſeſſed of 
8ool. a year, will, if he happens to have expended, ſaid his Grace, 
Gool. on his houſe, two years preceding the paſſing of this act, be 
allowed a deduQtion of 2001. for repairs, and conſequently will be 
taxed only upon 6ool. Bur if he has expended the 600l. in re- 
pairs one year before the paſſing of this bill, he will be allowed 
2001. a year, for the two firſt years of the operation of the bill, 
And if he ſhall expend the 6061. in the actual year of the paſſing 
of the act, and that the act ſhall laſt three years, he will be allowed 
by the bill to deduct for the whole of the 6001. at the rate of 200], 
a year, which he ought in truth to be, for his income the firſt year 
will be only 200l. having laid out the 6ool. in repairs. The eaſe 
will be very different with the man who lays out 600l. in repairs 
the year before this act expires ; he, though his income will be only 
2001. will be taxed upon 600l., a thing which is very unequal. 

Another caſe in which land-owners will have to pay more than 

a tenth, is from the neceſſary expence of repairs. By the bill a 

fixed ſum is allowed, and in many inſtances the allowance is cer- 

tainly ſufficient ; but in others, it will not. Landlords often con- 

tract with their tenants upon renewal of leaſes, to expend large ſums 

of money either in repairs, or the erection of new buildings in the 

three, four or five firſt years of the leaſe, and they derive increaſed 
rents from the ſums thus laid out. You now tax them on thoſe 

increaſed rents, without allowing them for the ſums expended by 

which they were obtained. In many countries landlords contract 

with their tenants to make them an allowance in proportion to the 


ſums expended in manuring and improving the ſoil ; yet no dedue. 


tion is allowed; and here, inſtead of a 1oth, you take perhaps 3 
5th. The noble Duke ſtated a variety of other caſes to illuſtrate 
bis poſition, and concluded this part of his ſubject with ſaying, that 
in many of theſe inſtances, unleſs the landlord ſhould take 
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upon himſelf the paying of the tax, the farm would certainly be 
thrown up. 
He came now, he ſaid, to a more material, and indeed to the 


| moſt material objection. The landlords might be ruined, without 


perhaps involving the country in their fall; but, my Lords, ſaid his 
Grace, if you ruin the farmers, you ruin the nation. Every thing 
depends upon them. I conſider them as peculiarly opprefied by 
this meaſure, and it will be found that you muſt give them an alle- 
viation of the burdens you impoſe, or you will deſtroy them. Mer- 
chants and traders are charged one-tenth on the clear amount of 
their profits. They have the option of calculating thoſe profits 
either on an average of three years, or of taking them on the amount 
of the laſt, They are forced to no diſcloſure ; but farmers are 
obliged to render an account of the exact rents they pay, and upon 
thoſe rents the tax is laid; and even here you aſſume a diſcretion 
which is moſt injurious to this valuable claſs of the community. 

You ſay that a farmer renting under 300l. a year, ſhall pay upon 
at leaſt one-half, and not more than two-thirds of his rack rent, a 
tax of ten per cent. A farmer renting above 3ool. a year mall 
pay upon three- fifths, and not more than three-fourths, the fame 
tax of ten per cent. Hete you make no allowance for extraordinary 
loffes : nor do you give him the option of an average, by which he 


may cover one year with another, though nothing is ſo variable as 


the income of a farmer. But you fay that the profits are fixed fo 
low that it can be no hardſhip to him. To this I might be diſpoſed 
to aſſent, though in ſome caſes I could prove it to be injurious and 
unfounded. But what will your Lordſhips ſay to a clauſe in the 
body of the bill, which evidently takes from the farmer all the pro- 
tection he enjoys from the moderation of this charge? There is 
a Clauſe empowering the commiſſioners, or the ſurveyor, or the in- 
{peQor, if to any of them it ſhall appear that the farmer makes a 
greater profit than that which he will be called upon by the above 
proviſion to pay, then it ſhall be lawful for them to direct the far- 
mer to give in an account of his gains and profits; and it appears 
to me that it is entirely left to the diſcretion of the commiſſioners 
Whether they will charge him upon an average of three years, of 
upon the one preceding year. At all events het is to pay a tenth of 
his profits, be they what they may, if, by ſo charging him, they can 


take more than by the proportion of his rent. You firſt eſtabliſh a 


minimum and a maximum, but depart from it the moment that a ſur- 


veyor or inſpector may think his profits exceed the maximum; you 
ay down your rule; Gly to depart from it whenever it ſhall ſuit 


Jour purpoſe. | 
Vor. VII. 4 D 
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I would aſk, if the bad faith of farmers is proverbial? if he has 
not as great a claim to be truſted as the merchant or trader? J 
hope and believe they are both to be truſted; yet to the one you give 
an alleviation which to the other you refuſe. I need hardly, I am 
ſure, detain your Lordſhips for an inſtant in detailing caſes. to ſhew 
the hardſhip which this mode of taxing the farmer will bring on the 
moſt ſkilful and the moſt induſtrious. A grazier muſt neceffarily, 
in the common courſe of ſeaſons and of markets, have now and 
then a loſing year ; which either follows a year of gain, or is fol- 
lowed by one ſufficient to make up his loſs. By this bill you charge 
him upon the year he loſes, no matter what his loſs may be, in pro- 
portion to his rent ; and in the year he gains, juſt ſufhcient to make 
up his loſs, you charge him upon the whole of his profits, in that par- 
ticular year, without making any allowance for his bad year. Can 
vou call this juſt or equitable? Is this protection to the farmer: 
And this does not hold good of the grazier only, but is in fact ap- 
plicable to all the varieties of farming. Every perſon who is con- 
verſant with the beſt manner of managing a tillage farm, knows 
that a man entering upon a leaſe for twenty-one years, endeavours 
to expend the whole of the capital he means to employ in the buſi- 
neſs in improvements in the firſt ycars of that leaſe—he is content 
himſelf with a mere ſubſiſtence, until he ſhall have brought his farm 
into heart; and he does not look for, nor expect his returns, until 
he has done ſo. I wiſh. your Lordſhips to conſider how the tax 
mult operate upon him. You charge him at the beginning of his 
leaſe upon a rent which he does not make; but the moment his 
profits begin, you quit his rent, and take from him a tenth of his 
profits, whatever they may be. "Theſe profits are clearly, to a con- 
ſiderable degree, the return of a part of his capital; and here, there- 
fore, you not only charge him upon the profits derived from his 
capital and his induſtry, but a part of his capital itſelf. I could 
illuſtrate the evil tendency of this proviſion by a variety of other in. 
ſtances equally ſtriking ; but I am ſure that from your own local 
knowledge, they muſt occur to your Lordſhips. 

On theſe grounds, his Grace ſaid, he thought it his duty to re- 
monſtrate againſt the preſent meaſure ; he thought it injurious, ini 
politic, and unjuſt—injurious, inaſmuch as it not only deviated 


from that principle, which alone ought to govern ſtates in their y 


tem of taxation, particularly when they were obliged to reſort to 

forced contributions — namely, that of taking from each individual, 

in proportion as he had property protected by that ſtate—but that 

it went to eſtabliſh over the whole kingdom, that which in its now 

partial operation was deemed moſt injurious to the proſperity of the 
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nation, namely, the taking a tythe from the profits of a man, with- 
out contributing either to the exertions or expence neceſſary to pro- 
duce thoſe profits : impolitic, from its being a continued ſource of 
vexation, and by haraſing the people, likely to make them diſcon- 
tented with their Government :.. unjuſt, becauſe, pretending, as it 
does, to take a tenth of that which each individual has annually to 
diſpoſe of, in many inſtances it takes a far greater proportion. Per- 


ſons deriving their income from profeſſions are not allowed the 


drawbacks they are entitled to; the land-owners, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, will have to pay twenty per cent. and the farmers, as he 
before. ſtated, were ſhamefully oppreſſed in compariſon with the 
merchants and traders. He was aware, from the manner in which 
he had argued the queſtion, he might by ſome be ſuppoſed to have 
been pleading the cauſe of the land-owners, but it muſt be recol- 
lected that he had argued their caſe only on the principle laid down 
in the preamble of the bill, namely, the taking from every one an 
exact tenth of that which he had annually to diſpoſe of; whereas, 
if his plan were adopted, viz. that of taking an equal proportion of 
every ,man's property, then it would fail more heavily, as it 
ought, on the land-owners. Theſe were the perſons who derived 
the greateſt benefit from the protection afforded by the State; they 
were, in deſpite of themſelves, fixed to the country, and they ought 
to pay accordingly. He concluded by ſaying, that he had fo far 
ſtated his objections, not with a view of debating the queſtion, or of 
oppoling the meaſure, for he had, in the courſe of the laſt five years, 
often debated many queſtions without, in his opinion, any good 
having reſulted from it. He had, within the ſame period, often 
oppoſed acts of the Miniſters, which he had conceived to be highly 
mjurious to the welfare of the nation; he had alſo propoſed many 
meaſures of importance, as he believed, to the happineſs of the 
country, but he did not flatter himſelf that it had produced even the 
ſighteſt advantage. He might be aſked then, why had he troubled 
the Houſe with his opinion on this occaſion ? it was from per- 
civing a clauſe in the bill, empowering the Legiſlature to alter 
T amend the ad in the preſent ſeſſion ; from feeling convinced 
that the framers of the preſent bill muſt avail themſelves of that 
pivilege, and bring in an act to amend and explain it: in that 
cle his remarks might poſſibly be of uſe. If they were trivial, 
ine would, of courſe, fall to the ground; but if any of them were 
bounded, then, as he muſt in fairneſs ſuppoſe, that either they had 
not oecurred, or that they muſt have been overlooked in the hurry 
cf paſſing the bill, he might, perhaps, be juſtified in entertaining a 
taint hope that though they might not affect the deeiſion of the queſ- 
5 92 
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tion that night, they might hereafter be found uſeful in removing 
the inperfeQions under which the bill laboured in its preſent 
ſhape. 

His Grace then ſaid, he had nothing more to add than his thanks 
to their Lordſhips for the indulgence they had ſhewn him. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack, not, he 
faid, to follow the noble Duke through all the detail of the bill that 
he had gone into, becauſe the diſcuſſion of the particular clauſes of 
the bill could only have been of uſe or advantage in that ſtage of the 
bill, that the Houſe had paſſed, viz. when the bill was in a Com- 
mittee, and when alterations might have been made, if the ſuggeſ- 
tions of the noble Duke had impreſſed the Committee ſufficiently 
to have induced them to think them as important and as neceſſary to 
be attended to, as the noble Duke appeared to have thought them, 
He roſe merely to take ſome notice of thoſe general aſſertions of the 
noble Duke, in which he placed ſo much confidence. The preſent 
bill was profeſſedly a bill which had for its object the taxation of 
income; and the noble Duke had ſaid, it embraced two important 
principles, the one, the principle of raiſing à conſiderable part of the 
ſupplies of the year within the year; the other, the principle of ef. 
fecting that meaſure by the means of a tax on income. In 6 
ſtating them the noble Duke had deſcribed the two principles cor. 
rely and accurately. With regard to the firſt, the noble Duke 
does not appear to have completely made up his mind ; but he 
termed it a mere ſpeculative queſtion, and a mere ſpeculative quel- 
tion it was, inaſmuch, as it was new in the practice of finance; 
but although former financiers had not taken ſuch bold and compre- 
henſive views of the poſlibility of ſucceſsfully enforcing meaſures of 
finance of a far greater extent, and upon a more enlarged ſcale, than 
had ever hitherto been attempted, or as theſe of the meaſure pro- 
poſed by the bill, it did not follow that the meaſure now under con- 
fideration was not likely to be eminently ſucceſsful, . and it ws 
agreed on all hands, that for a variety of great and important conli- 
derations, which had been ably diſcuſſed by a noble friend of bis io 
the courſe of the debate, if a large portion of the ſupplies of the year 
could be raifed within the year, it was moſt deſirable to carry that 
principle into effect. It ought, however, to be recollected that the 
Tight honourable gentleman, the preſent Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, who had propoſed the bill, was the very perſon who had ad. 
viſed and effectually ſupported the plan of annually ſetting a part of 
the ſupplics of the year aſide for the uſeful purpoſe of applying it 
to the reduction of the national debt—a plan which had now beef 
for ſome years continued, and from whi ich the public had derived, 
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and till continued ta derive, advantages fo extremely and obviouſly 
important that the country could not already have forgotten the gra- 
titude that was due to the man whoſe ſuperior ſagacity and genius, 
had prompted him to ſuggeſt and carry into execution a deſign ſo 
noble and ſo uſeful. It was reaſonable, therefore, to infer that the 
preſent meaſure of raiſing a tax amounting to ten millions upon in- 
come, would be found prafticable, and would: anſwer the end pro- 
poſed. The noble Duke indeed has told the Houſe that a tax on 
capital directly would be far preferable, to which it is a ſufficient 
anſwer to ſtate, not the difficulty merely, but the abſolute impoſſibi- 
lity of aſcertaining what the capital of individuals reſpectively 
amounts to. The noble Duke has laid great ſtreſs upon what he 
is pleaſed to term the incqualities of the bill, but moſt of his. argu- 
ments on that head ſeem to have ariſen from net having kept the 
real object of the bill, viz. to raiſe a tax from income, diſtin and 
clear from conſiderations that apply ſolely to a tax on capital. No 
perſon ever pretended that in the operations of a meaſure of the 
magnitude of that which the bill propoſes, it can be wholly free from 


the imputation of ſome inequalities. - All large taxes muſt be liable 


to ſuch impurations more or leſs, but as much attention has been 
paid to avoid that effect, as ever was paid to any meaſure of finance. 
The noble Duke has inſiſted on the hardſhip of taking ten per 
cent. from the incomes of men of but moderate income; a matter 
that called to his mind a fact that had been told him by a noble 
friend of his, who would have related it with much better effe& 
himſelf, if he could have prevailed upon himſelf to ſurmount the 
embarraſſment he always feels in addreſſing this Houſe. That 
noble perſon had a converſation with a tradeſman on the ſubject of 
the bill, who ſaid his income might, he believed, amount to 3ool. 


a year, and he declared he thought it hard to have to pay thirty. 


pounds out of it for this tax. The tradefman was a barber and 
hair. dreſſer, and upon a little reflection upon the tax ſaid, -“ But 
perhaps if I did not pay the thirty pounds, ſo many of my preſent 
cuſtomers would not have their heads upon their ſhoulders for me 
to ſhave and dreſs.” That was, his Lordſhip faid, the true de- 


ence of the bill; for let a man's income be what it may, little or 


large, he muſt pay for its protection, or it will be ſtill leſs, and 
perhaps be loſt entirely. The noble Duke had told the Houſe that 


lomebody or other had rere a tax that would anſwer the wigs 


11 


tax must be in its individual inſtances ſo enormous as to be ruinous 
to the laſt degree. Hitherto taxes on articles of conſumption had 
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been ſelected by Miniſters ; and it was evident they were wiſe in 
fo doing, as the learned and ingenious author who wrote on the tax 
on collateral ſucceſſions, that had been in agitation ſome few years 
fince, had proved in his books. Imports and exports might poſſi- 
bly be ſelected; but it could only be for a ſingle year, as the pub. 
lic could not ftand the unexpected demand of ſo large a ſum 28 
muſt be made on exports and imports to raiſe the neceſſary money 
more than once. With regard to tythes, about the abolition of 
which the noble Duke had ſaid there were but two opinions, as all 
men were agreed that if a fit ſubſtitute could be found to be given to 
the clergy in lieu of tythes, he begged leave utterly to deny that 
aſſertion ; there was perhaps no one queſtion upon which ſuch a 
variety of opinions prevailed. Nor was it the clergy alone who 
held tythes, though a clergyman was always invidiouſly mentioned 
when tythes were touched upon; many of the laity held tythes, 
and held them by as good a tenure as the freeholder held his eſtate, 
His Lordſhip added a variety of farther obſervations, all tending to 
reſcue the bill from the charges urged againſt it by the noble 
Duke. 

The queſtion was put, and the contents had it without a divi- 
fion. The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. | 


[Logos. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| Tueſday, Fanuary 8. 


At four o'clock there not being a ſufficient number of Members 
preſent to conſtitute a Houſe, an adjournment took place of courſe. 


— — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, Fanuary 9. 


The Volunteer Exemption Bill, the Habeas-corpus Suſpenſicn 
Bill, the Newfoundland Judicature Bill, the Income-duty Bill, 
and nine Naturalization Bills, received the royal aſſent by com- 
miſſion. | | 

The Houſe adjourned to the 2 2d inſtant,. 
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PROTEST againſt the bill enabling His Majeſty to arreſt and detain 
perſons ſuſpected of conſpiring againſt his perſon and government. 
« DISSENTIENT, 

« 1ſt, Becauſe the exiſtence of a conſpiracy, of an extent ſo 
formidable, and of a nature ſo complicated, that the public diſclo- 
ſures of the evidence neceffary to the conviction of one confpirator 
might enable his accomplices to aſcertain the information of Go- 
vernment, and to elude the juſtice of the country, can alone conſti- 
tute a neceſſity ſufficient to juſtify a Peer of Parliament in a 
to any ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. 

« 2dly, Becauſe no meaſures have been taken to make ſuch ne- 
ceſſity apparent. 

« 32dly, Becauſe if, from private information, or from the gene- 
ral circumſtances of the country, the Houſe were convinced that 
ſach neceſſity did actually exiſt, it would, nevertheleſs, be more 
conſonant with the uſages, and lefs derogatory to the dignity of 
Parliament, to produce ſubſtantial documents, rather than the ſug- 
geſtions of Miniſters, or the vague ſuſpicions of individuals, in n Jul 
tifieation of ſo extraordinary a meaſure. | 

« 4thlv, Becauſe the alarms of Miniſters are always to be re- 


ceired with miſtruſt by the Legiſlature, when the remedy propoſed 


is an extenſion of their power, and a diminution of the liberty of 
the ſubject. 

« 5thly, Becauſe theſe principles of jealouſy, applicable to all 
times, appear to me to be peculiarly ſo to the preſent, when a ſyſtem 
of Government by alarm has been reſorted to year after year, and 
powers ſimilar to thoſe required by this bill been obtained on the 
ſeore of allegations which ſubſequent events have refuted ; a me- 
morable example of which occurred in the years 1794 and 1795, 
when a number of perſons detained under the proviſions of a bill 
imilar to this, were all either liberated without trial, or * 
by a verdict of their country. 

** 6thly, Becauſe the danger of an invaſion (the oretence for 
(uhending the Habeas Corpus laſt ſeſſion) exiſts no longer. And 
it is ſubverſive of that mutual confidence which ſhould ſubſiſt be- 
teen the government and the governed, to requite with diſtruſt 
in their diſpoſitions, and a continual ſuſpenſion of one of the moſt 
eſſential fafeguards of their liberty, the affections of the people, 
manifeſted in their late exertions at the moment of alarm, and in 
the chearfulneſs with which they have ſubmitted to burdens unpa- 
nlleled in their . and now confeſſedly uncqual in their 
operation. 


(Signed) HOLLAND.” 


= 


— 


Vc 


N 2 2 | 


_ 


Ir ISLES _—_ 99 © * 
= 1 * EIS 2 5 ＋ 

1 Dr Soo 4, "=. 
+ p * 0 


2 
ts 8 — „. F — 
. — err A: ew _ —— ——  —— —  — 

2 7 ba I IE - —— — 

- —_ 4 Aa 8 5 a —— 8 — ug” hl 
—— 1 aaa > : * = 
< —_— Ap, AS 
h & B 


ee 
D 


med, — 
** 


be eee — 2 
0 \ — 
= — "= A At, OW - "= e > as = — 
—— ß CITE RET ITT 
— — — —— ** * 79 — - 2 
* — its 
A _ — 5 — on Fo 4 2 . - 


OD WI oe Wy r § , e —˙w⅛?q)np . K et 
; 4 £4 P94 - 23 Sir af Cie * . 7 


l 
1 
* 
3 
ö 
5 
5 


| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 


cc ure 


r 


[Lonps, 


$76 PARLIAMENTARY 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wedneſday, January 9. 


A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe that their Lord. 
ſhips had agreed to the Income Bill without any amendment, and 
to the bill for exempting certain perſons ſerving in volunteer corps 
from.being balloted in the militia, with ſeveral amendments, to 
which they defired the concurrence of the Houſe. 

Thefe amendments were read and agreed to. 

Mr. ABBOTT moved that there be laid before the Houſe ac- 
counts of the income and charges on the conſolidated fund for the 
year, commencing in January 1798, and ending in January 
1799, &c. | 

And alſo of the ordinary and extraordinary produce of the ir- 
venue for the ſame period, diſtinguiſhing England from Scot. 
land, &c. &c. 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the Houſe that he had been in the 


Houſe of Peers, where the royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to 


the Income Bill, the Habeas-corpus Suſpenſion Bill, and ſeveral 
other public and private bills. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved, that this Houſe do now 
adjourn to Tueſday the 2 2d day, January inſtant. 


" 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, Fanuary 22. 
Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, he had a meſſfage from His Majef, 


which he had it in command to deliver, and begged that it might 
be read to the Houſe—. e | 


[ For a Copy of which ſee the Proceedings of the Commons. | 
It was immediately read by the Lord Chancellor, and afterwars* 
by Mr. Arnott, the reading clerk. | 
Lord GRENVILLE then ſaid, he ſhould move that the mel- 


ſage from His Majeſty be taken into conſideration to-morrow, and 


the Lords to be ſummoned, His Lordſhip ſaid, for the ſake of 
convenience, he would add, that his inteation was to move an ad- 
dreſs to-morrow to His Majeſty, to thank His Majeſty for his 87 
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eious communication, and to aſſure His Majeſty that the Houſe 
would proceed to take into confideration the important ſubject of 
His Majeſty's meſſage, and apply ſuch means as ſhould appear to 
them moſt applicable to the oecaſion. His Lordſhip obſerved, that 
the addreſs he meant to propoſe would be ſo drawn, that it would 
confine itſelf to its profeſſed object, without pledging any of their 
Lordſhips to a particular mode of proceeding, but leave the whole 
ſubje& open to their Lordſhipsꝰ deliberate judgement: 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tueſday, January 22. 


At four o'clock the Houſe met purſuant to adjournment: 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought up a meflage from His Mas 


ieſty, of which the following is a copy. 


GEORGE R. 

« His Majeſiy is perſuaded that the unremitting indufiry with 
wich our enemies perſevere in their avawed deſign of effefling the 
ſeparation of Ireland from this kingdom, cannot fail to engage the parti- 
ular attention of Parliament; and His Majeſiy recommends it 10 this 
Houſe to confider of the moſt effeftual means counteracting, and finally 
defeating, this deſign ; and he truſts that a review of all the circum- 
flances which have recently occurred (joined 4s the ſentiment of mutual 
affeftion and common intereſt } will diſpoſe the Parliaments of bath king- 


doms to provide in the manner which they ſhall judge moſt expedient, for . 


ſettling ſuch a complete and final adjuſtment as may beſt tend to improve 
and perpetuate a connection eſſential for their common ſecurity, and to 


augment and conſolidate the ſtrength, power, and reſcurces of the Britiſh . 


empire, Ge. 


On the motion of Mr. Secretary Dundas, © that this meſſage 


be taken into conſideration to-morrow,” 

Mr. SHERIDAN roſe and ſaid—Sir, when His Majeſty's 
meſſage is taken into conſideration to-morrow, I take it for granted 
that the addreſs, which will then be propoſed to be voted, will con- 
tain an afſurance that we ſhall proceed to an early conſideration of 
the ſubject. I therefore think it fair to give this early notice, that 
I view the bringing forward of this queſtion, at this time, as a mea- 
ſure replete with ſo much miſchief, that I hold it my duty to take the 

Vor. VII. — 41 | 
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[ Commons, 


firſt opportunity to do every thing in my power to arreſt the farther 
progreſs of it. I am convinced, Sir, that it is the common feeling 


of all perſons in this Houſe, as well as of thoſe out of it, to adopt 


every meaſure that may tend to perpetuate and ſtrengthen the con- 
neQion between the two countries; becauſe they muſt be convinced 
that a ſeparation would not only injure, but would be fatal to the 
intereſts and the exiſtence of both. What ] point at particularly 
is, the time of bringing forward this queſtion. Sir, I ſhall certainly 
Join in returning His Majeſty our thanks for his communication ; 
bur inſtead of engaging to proceed to an early conſideration of the 
fubject, I ſhall feel it to be my duty to endeavour to perſuade the 
Houſe not to proceed to ſuch a confideration. 


Mr. Chancellor PIUT — The honourable gentleman has cer. 


tainly dealt with fairneſs and candour, in announcing his intention 
of oppoſing the motion ; an intention which, if he had not an- 
nounced, no man, I believe, would have anticipated. What 
underſtand is, that the honourable Member will object to the ad- 
dreſs, which does no more than convev to His Majeſty the aſſur- 
ance that we will take into our conſideration a ſubjeQ of ſuch great 
magnitude, and of ſuch tranſcendant importance. What the argu- 


ments will be by which the honourable gentleman will attempt to 
ſatisfy the Houfe that we ought not to proceed to the conſideration 
of the meaſure ; and that what His Majeſty, from his paternal 


regard to the intereſts of the empire, has thought proper to recom- 
mend, ought to be rejected without conſideration ; I fay, Sir, what 


the arguments of the honourable gentleman will be, I am at a loſs 


to gueſs, At the ſame time, Sir, I with to inform the Houſe, that 
my intention is only to propoſe an addreſs to His Majeſty to-mor- 
row; and then, after a ſufficient intereal, to proceed to the farther 
diſcuſſion of the ſubject. The day which I ſhould propoſe would 
be Thurſday ſe'nnight. Sir, it is not my wiſh even then to prels 
the Houſe to come to a vote, until the outline has been opened; upon 
that day the general outline and principles will be ſubmitted, and 
it will be propoſed to have the reſolutions printed. It is then my 
wiſh to allow a farther interval, for the purpoſe of enabling gentie- 
men to be properly prepared for the diſcuſſion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN. I wiſh, Sir, only to ſay a ſingle word— 
The right honourable gentleman ſpeaks as if it would be diſte- 
fpectful to His Majeſty to oppoſe the addreſs. That right honour- 
able gentleman muſt give me leave to ſay, that though he ſpeaks of 
His Majeſty, and of his paternal regard for the intereſts of the 1 
pire, I have a right to confider the meaſure as the counſcl of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters. Sir, I deprecate the miſchievous conſequences 
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of any diſcuſſion at all ; and therefore I am not to wait for a diſcuſ- 


ſion when J deprecate the conſequences of it. With reſpect to the 


arguments by which I may attempt to perſuade the Houſe, I hope, 
at leaſt, that the right honourable gentleman will wait till he hears 
them. | 

The motion for taking His Majeſty's meſſage into conſideration 
to-morrow, was agreed to. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, Fanuary 23. 


Lord GRENVILLE moved, That the order of the day for 
taking His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage into conſideration be 
read ; after which his Lordſhip moved an addreſs to His Majeſty 
to the following effect: — The Houſe returned their thanks to His 
Majeſty, for his moſt gracious communication, and expreſſed their 
conviction of His Majeſty's paternal regard for, and attention to, 
the welfare of his Iriſh ſubjects; and alſo expreſſed their readineſs 
to concur in any-meaſures which, on due examination, might be 
found neceſſary or expedient towards the conſolidation of the gene- 
ral intereſts of the Britiſh empire. | 

Lord Grenville then obſerved, that the addreſs was obviouſly of 
that nature as to render it unneceſſary for him to trouble their 
Lordſhips with any arguments in favour of its adoption. 

The queſtion being put, the addreſs was voted, nem. diſ. and the 


Houſe, on the motion of Lord Grenville, adjourned till Thurſday | 


the 3 iſt inſtant. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, January 23. 


Mr. Secretary DUN DAs brought up ſeveral papers relative to 
the proceedings of certain ſoeieties in Ireland, and the Rebellion in 
that country, which were ordered to be laid on the table. 


The order of the day for the conſideration of His Majeſty's 
meſſage being read, | | 


4 E 2 


o_ hl Ya 2 3 8223 3 * — 
2 „ 1 4 


1 5 1 HE 1 ” 2 Fa 
5 I M : r N 8 
1 Wo -_ * D 


LOS 
2 - 


= 


I _ — 


22 7 * 8 : x 
5 — St 
— 


— e - tn co — . 
CET a," * 1 
£ . a 


2 2 3 dd 
PPP 
3 * — — = 2 


T LEO 


. „ Ty — " n N * : 4 —— — Sr 0 - - hs ERS 0 
1 . —_ — — 0 5 0 N hs] . —— — na RS _— * 2. (9 . 8 
X — - — — 3. = « p F == & . > : * LT — — 8 E 2 , 
. © S — — — 2 = — 4 4 * 2 * — Is r 
— * — tree — — 2 — r 2 : = . 2 W £ yd 2 e 2 "= Ta, 
th 4 — +> —— — — - —— = > = * ö — — . La" , OPT * 5 FEE tc. << a er = oe. Y — — — — jo. JOS - 
— CTP 24 RSS. I" TO 1 = RS . — — ———_—— 8 — ESI EET — — 2 = = * 23 S * 5 _— 
5 : 2 — * E = : Ex 2 = SS _ — . 5 — Fw 1 2. A — - — — — 
4 F N , — — — PR — — * * E - * . Sp os. "i < 
— = — — RW a * e — 
a — — I 2 — Tag 4 L at a TEES ba ap ES 
8 — 2 _ 2 — — mY _ —_ — 2 5 I T 7 - c £ SED F K . Ten 2 
+ 4 = SING 2 4 . — 3 5 — - — — 1 — N — pls ns = - * m__—_ 2 _— . — ———— — -- #54 ---6 hen — 222 2 
- n JO . 2 x 2 — 2 . 2 ct 
— * pe 2 — be: — 24 a d. 4 "_ — > = 
— _ * — 1 — — 2 FIR" 0 - P 
n 7 f < * — - 3 . 
act g 8 n 2 
— 3 
8 . . 


BY 3 
„ anno Io, CORES 


- 8 4 = 22 
— 2 ln 4 „ ; 4 * 2 EL 
— * by eG CR — — — 
e 2 S Son: Freire 2 
II TS ²˙ ˙Ä— — 1 A Fs 3 — — 


„ 2 


9 
5 * r 
— = — 
. YT 3 A 4” 


* 9 OD > AA A2 — 


CO 22 


2 n — 2 
8 ˙ oy ry be neon 


5 
it 
3 
Ll 
5 
k 
4 
: 
12 
I 


—— — 89 
* 
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Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe. He ſaid, he thought it almoſt 


unncceſſary to ſay one word more than ſimply to move an addreſs 
to His Majeſty, thanking him for his gracious communication. His 
right honourable friend had yeſterday ſtated to the Houfe, that it 
was not intended to move the immediate conſideration of the topics 
in the meſſage, but only to move an addreſs ſignify ing the readineſs 
of the Houſe to take them into their ſerious conſideration ; and to 
move a farther day for reſuming the ſubject; and even after it has 
been reſumed, to appoint ſuch a day for the farther difcuſlion of it, as 


_ would give every gentleman an opportunity fully and diſpaſſionately 


to examine the whole of the queſtion, both as it might affect this 
country and the ſiſter kingdom. He ſhould juſt add, that as it had 
happened to him yeſterday, he was that evening not able to conjec- 


ture what ſort of oppoſition it was which the honourable gentleman 


meant to ſuch an addreſs as that he propoſed. Here the right ho- 
nourable Secretary moved the addreſs, which was in ſubſtance, that 
the Houſe would procced with all due diſpatch to the conſideration 
of the ſeveral intereſts recommended to their ſerious atteiition in the 
meſſage. | 
Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, and ſpoke to the following effect: — dit, 
I muſt frankly declare that I am not of the ſame opinion with the 
right honourable gentleman, who thinks that there is nothing more 
neceſſary on the part of His Majeſty's Minifters than to move a 
mere addreſs, returning the thanks of this Houſe for His Majeſtys 
moſt gracious communication. The ſubjeQ is too important _Iightly 
to be paſſed over in any ſtage of its progreſs, and the intereſts that 
will naturally come into diſcuſſion too vaſt to be bounded over with 
an unxeflecting rapidity. Not one man in the country would be 
free from reproach, if he could regard with apathy or with an calc 
of temper approaching to indifference, a queſtion that at once in- 
volves every thing dear to Iriſhmen, and which ought to be deat 
to every ſubject of the Britiſh empire. As I cannot view theſe 
matters wholly with unconcern, I muſt think that more is neceffary 
on the part of His Majeſty's Miniſters than merely to move an ad. 
dreſs of thanks. I ſay, Sir, I cannot be of this opinion, becauſe 
when I find it ſtated that it is the principal object of the meſſage 
from the Crown to invite the Commons of Great Britain to tit 
conſideration of means of finally adjuſting the intereſts in common 
between Great Britain and Ireland, I am naturally led to Inquire 
how the terms of the final adjuſiment made and agreed to by it 
Parliaments of the two countries, in 178 2, came to fail of that 
object. In that year there was an adjuſtment ; and no man i 
quainted with the hiſtory of that period, no man whoſe ſtudy has 
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not been confined to mere local occurrences, can have forgotten in 

what kind of circumſtances that adjuſtment aroſe, and under what 

kind of auſpices it was made final. Nothing can be more obvious 

than the propriety of inquiring at this time how that adjuſtment 

failed of its object. The right honourable gentleman, adopting the 

language of the meſſage, has aſſumed that the Houſe is already in 

polleſſion of the facts and arguments on which are to be founded the 
policy, juſtice, and expediency of agitating at this time ſuch a diſ- 

cuſſion ; in this way telling the whole world that the final adjuſt- 
ment ratified in 1782 was not a final adjuſtment in point of fact, 
but an adjuſtment to be held final at the pleaſure of the Engliſh 
Government. But there are no ſuch things in the poſſeſſion of 
the Houſe as the materials from whence to reaſon that it 1s now 
cither politic, expedient, or juſt, to come to the diſcuſſion of this 
queſtion of final adjuſtment. Hence before Miniſters recom- 
mended to the Houſe of Commons to take meaſures that lead in- 
evitably to the diſcuſſion of ſome plan of Union, it was incumbent 
upon them to have ſhewn us that the laſt pledge of the Engliſh Par- 
liament to the people of Ireland, by which their independence was 
recopnized and their rights acknowledged, has not produced that una- 
nimity, that concord of ſentiment, and earneſt exertion to promote 
their own welfare, while they cordially and fincerely manifeſted their 
zeal for the happineſs and proſperity of this country, which that 
people were expected to diſplay, and which the Parliaments of the 
two countries ſought to cheriſh. Put more than the effect imme- 
diately upon the people, it is fit to inquire whether that final adjuſt- 


ment led to the meaſures of mutual confidence, and proqgiced that 


unanimity of ſentiment and object in the two Parliaments, which, 
tor the happineſs and honour of both kingdoms, every man wiſhed 
might be its permanent effect. Sir, I think ir impoſſible for any 
man clearly to ſhew that there has been any want of this unanimity 
on any important occaſion. I am the more ſtrongly imprefied with 
chis belief, becauſe a ſolemn declaration of the Iriſh Parliament, 
ſanctioned by all Ireland, is now on record, wherein we have it 
emphatically ſtated that the independence of Ireland will be aſſerted 
by the people of Ireland, and that their Parliament is an indepen- 
dent Legiſlature. The recollection of this declaration brings to my 


mind the ſtrong apprehenſion of the danger, the peril of agitating 


a- new the queſtion of Iriſh independence. What has that decla- 
ration ſtated? Sir, it is a manly, firm, and honourable teſtimony 
to all time, of the proud, noble ſpirit of a nation riſing into diſtinction 
and mounting up to freedom. They there ſay, that “ there is no 
Power whatever competent to make laws for Ireland but the Parlia- 
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ment of Ireland; © and among other things equally ſtrong and juſt, 
we find them aſſert this“ as their birth right, and which they are ge. 
termined in every ſituation to defend and maintain gainſt whatcyer 
kind of enemy.” When I find this declaration of the Iriſh Parlia. 
ment, and acquieſced in by the Engliſh, that they did come to a 
final adjuſtment is obvious; yet the words © a folid, permanent 
baſis,” convey ſome reflections on the proceedings of the Parliament 
ſince that period, and it might fairly be ſuppoſed, that only its delin- 
quency would have inſtigated His Majeſty's Miniſters to adopt a 
courſe of conduct, by which, if they ſucceed in the enterprize, they 
ſhal] accompliſh for ever the ſubjugation of Ireland, and the ſlavery 
of its inhabitants. But, Sir, I muſt think the people in that coun. 
try who really cheriſh a love of rational liberty, who have dwelt 
with delight on the recollection of that, till now, auſpicious period, 
when independence came upon them as it were by furprize, when 
the Genius of Freedom reſted upon their iſland—the whole peo- 
ple, in ſhort, will come to this ſecond adjuſtment with a temper 
which I am afraid, Sir, will augur not tranquillity but diſquietude, 
not proſperity but calaniity, not the ſuppreſſion of treaſon but the 
extenſion, and increaſc of plots to multiply and enſanguine its hor- 
rors. Nevertheleſs, I muſt own that there is ſomething informal 
in this way of treating the queſtion immediately before the Houſe, 
But much as I reſpect your forms, Sir, I own to you thoſe are 
things, and this is a queſtion, which I cannot permit myſelf lightly 
to diſcuſs, and which cugzht not to be ſhrunk from on light grounds. 
I am aware that the grounds I ſtand on are at once tickliſh and 
dangeroys ; that my motives are liable both to miſrepreſentation 
and miſapprchenſion ; that a licentious few, and an ignorant many, 
will diſtort or not perceive the grounds of my arguments, and the 
uſe I am deſirous to make of them. But there are topics, on the 
diſcuſſion of which a man muſt not wholly conſult the degree of 
ſafety to his reputation among the unrefleQing portions f mankind 
—on which he muſt forget what he owes to his own dignity, if 
fearful of the inſidious miſinterpretation of his ſentiments, or the 
more inſidious miſrepreſentation of his motives, he ſhrink from the 
ſubject, and fail to do that which is peremptorily his duty. I feel 
that to be ſilent on the preſent oceaſion were to act from terror 1B 
a way unworthy of the majeſty of truth; unbecoming a man ene 
moured of free diſcuſſion ; unlike the friend and ſupporter of ge- 
neral liberty, I cannot do this. My country has claims upon me 
which I am not more proud to acknowledge than ready to liquidate, 
"to the full meaſure of my ability. Is there any man who can wiſh 
to do leſs—or have the whole ſvitem of human connection and the 
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economy of human paſſions been changed and perverted. with thoſe 
changes in the political world, from which ſome men derive rank 
and emolument by the proſtitution of integrity and all the virtues 2? 
But, Sir, there was a time when I ſhould have been told that to 
agitate any queſtion in this Houſe relative to the affairs of Ireland, 
were to retrench upon the rights of the Iriſh Parliament. That the 
independence of one Legiſlature was not to be infringed upon by 
the diſcuſſion . of queſtions which belonged to it exclufively to diſ- 
cuſs upon and decide. That we could not agitate the affairs of 
Ireland in any manner without groſsly inſulting the dignity, and 
making a queſtion of the conſtitutional competence of the Parlia- 
ment of that country to legiſlate for themſelves. That, in ſhort, 
it would be to arouſe and inflame that quick ſpirit of independence, 
which the ſiſter kingdom knew how to expreſs, and had ever ap- 
peared both able and ready to infuſe into a ſyſtem of ardent, intre- 
pid oppoſition to every kind of ulterior domination. But, ſurely, 
when now the queſtion is the independence of the Parliament of 
Ireland, when it is attempted to introduce meaſures which have in 14 
their iſſues not merely the independence but the exiſtence of this | 
Parliament, honourable gentlemen will not reſort to that argument. 


Probably I ſhall be told, that I ought not to draw into diſcuſſion I 1 Fi 
topics that in their very nature tend to excite diſcontent, by being FB . 
cloſely interwoven with the events of a recent period of diſtraction 1 
and dangef: that I cannot dwell long on theſe topics without re- N 


lapſing into warmth ; that I am liable to uſe inflammatory lan- | 
guage ; that in particular I ought to conſider the preſent ſtate of 
Ireland before 1 effay the diſcuſſion of ſuch intricate and delicate 
intereſts as thoſe embraced by the King's meſſage. The right 
honourable gentleman oppoſite me, ought to have done all this, he 
ought to have conſidered the ſtate of Ireland before he introduced 
in this Houſe, as the chief ſervant of the Crown, a ſubject that, to 
be met fairly at any time requires much previous preparation, and 
which at this moment is to put every thing to hazard. Sir, I can 
{ce the poſſible danger of adding to the diſcontents of the people of 
Ireland. An intriguing, ambitious enemy, may take advantage of 
the eriſis, and deſperate factious ſpirits at home may ſeize upon it 
as an opportunity favourable to the ſucceſs of their wild and viſi- 
nary projects. But theſe dangers are only to be apprehended from 
te innovation of the rights of the people of Ireland, as forming an 
independent nation ; and he who merely ſeeks to arreſt the arm of 
dhe invader, to check his ſpirit of aggreſſion and uſurpation, fo far f 
from juſtly incurring reproach, is in fairneſs entitled to the praife 
of honourable and virtuous enterpriſe. I ſhall ſpeak out manfully 
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on an occaſion which eminently invites every friend to conſtitu. 


tional liberty to the utmoſt exertion of his powers. The preſent 
moment is our's, the next may be the enemy's. I am perfedly 


ready, however, to give credit to Miniſters for purity of intention, | 


On my word, I think they would not propoſe here a meaſure which 
they believed would ultimately cauſe a ſeparation of this country 
from Ireland. With them, I fay, it is neceſſary to the happineſs 
of the empire, that it is eſſentially a ſource of wealth and power to 
continue that connection with Ireland. It is a connection which 
as much as any man I wiſh ever to preſerve, and I do not think it 
neceſſary to claim the indulgeance of the right honourable gentle. 
man and the Houſe, when I declare I believe I am equally averſe 
as they are to ſedition and revolt adopted in the filter kingdom ; that 
I equally abhor and deteſt the conduct of an ambitious and rapacious 
toe in the whole career of his acts of unjuſt and unprovoked aggteſ. 
fion of the rights of the weak or unſuſpecting, or indolent ſtates, 
But am I, therefore, to vote for meaſures which but too ſtrongly ex- 
preſs the character of that ſyſtem which this enemy had ſo wickedly 
and flagrantly purſued? God forbid ! Perhaps we are to be told, 
that the enemy {till perſeveres in his intention of invading Ireland, 
and, if that were poſſible, to ſever from the empire one of its mot 
uſeful! and ornamental branches. That he lays in wait for an op- 
portunity to carry deciſively into effect theſe his ambitious views 
I do not, Sir, at all doubt but that France now anxiouſly looks on, 
cager to come in for a ſhare of the plunder of the liberties of Ireland, 
The enemy with whom we have to contend 1s as vigilant as dextrous, 
and it is in the conſtitution of his ſyſtem of univerſal pillage, 2nd 
the indiſcriminate abuſe of every maxim of honourable policy, on al 
occaſions to profit by the diſtreſſes or the agitations of other powers. 
To invite and encourage France, it was enough that His Majeſys 
Miniſters ſhould have brought forward the preſent meaſure. There 
have been nations, who aſter aſſerting by their arms their indepen- 
dence, have, by ti Sr improvident uſe of victory, ſown the ſceds of 
future degradation and ruin tov deep and too diffuſive ever to be able 
again to reſiſt their enemies. So true is it, that external dangers 
will unite communities, while the moment of triumph uſhers in all 
thoſe recollections of jealouſy, of diſtruſt, of uneaſincſs at the mes 
ſures of a Government or a Miniſter, which had laid dormant in the 
hour of united exertion. I have told you, Sir, that J do not doubt but 
that France waits with impatience for an opportunity effectuallhg de 


ſtrike her long-meditated blow againſt Ireland. She has marc feſted 


this ſpirit from time to time, and I muſt aſfume it as a fair 2 
of argument againſt the preſent meaſure, that its tendency is Tate 
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to encourage the enemy than drive them from their ſettled purpoſe. 
Not only do I believe that they have agreed on ſome new expedi- 
tion and attack, but have increaſed their exertions from the time the 
ſcheme of Union was firſt agitated by Miniſters. But I ſhall be 
told this meaſure will have the effect of defeating the enemy, by 
ſhewing them how vain it will be in future to attempt any thing 
againſt united Ireland. Now I had hoped that our ſplendid naval 
victories, that the diſcovery of the plots, the poſſeſſion of the papers, 
the diſcomfiture of the projects of the internal and external enemies 
of Ireland, would have ſatisfied the minds of all that no new pro- 
ject of invaſion can be carried into effect. Sir, I do fay, it is the 


conduct of Miniſters towards the Iriſh nation from which only we 


can have any reaſon to apprehend danger. By dividing the native 
and conſtitutional defenders of Ireland, they ſow among them the 
ſceds of treaſon, and encourage the attempts of the enemy on that 
unfortunate country. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
told us yeſterday, that without hearing the notice I then gave, he 
could not have expected ſuch an oppoſition as the preſent to the 
motion, becauſe the word Union was not to be found in the meſſage. 
That I ought to have known that the deſcribed object is Adjuſtment, 
not Union. But I muſt take it for granted the right honourable 
gentleman will not fly to ſuch a ſubterfuge on ſo important a queſ- 
tion. Indeed I perſuade myſelf he will admit at once that it is a 
queſtion of terms and not of fact. If, however, it ſhould be con- 
tended, that I am borne out in the inference by the meſſage, look to 
Ireland. The recent changes in that country, the diſmiſſals of 
ſome very reſpectable characters from office, diſtinAly points to the 
project of the Union. I grieve to ſee ſuch a name as that of Lord 


Cornwallis to ſuch letters and papers as have within theſe few weeks 


been publiſhed at the caſtle. It is painful to read in a letter from 
this man the diſmiſſal from office of ſuch a character as Sir J. Par- 
nell. With theſe facts before us, it is perfectly fair to aſſume that 
Union is the object, and it being no longer a queſtion of terms, I 


know I am perfectly in order in arguing againſt the meaſure. I 


will not now enter into a detailed view of the ſubject, but I am 


glad the right honourable gentleman has given us an opportunity to 


know when we may regularly expect to meet it in that way. Nei- 
ther do I mean to ſay any thing of the advantages of the meaſure. 
Lean admit that this is a fair diſcuſſion always, and may at this 
moment ſafely go forward to the public. But I do not know how 
to admit, that not to adopt the meaſure of an Union were to invite 
the ſeparation of the two countries by a French force. Nay, my 
Opinion is directly the reverſe of this; and I muſt fay, that ſituated 
Vol. VII. © | 
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as Ireland is, without having in one inſtance manifeſted a wiſh to 
unite, but, on the contrary, having unequivocally declared herſelf 
hoſtile to the propoſition of a Union, that if it be effected, it will be 
a Union accompliſhed by ſurprize, fraud, corruption, and intimida- 
tion, and which muſt place the people of Ireland in a worſe condi. 
tion than they were before. I think there are two propoſitions 
which I have now eſtabliſhed : the firſt, that it is decidedly an in. 
fraction and violation of her acknowledged right of independent le- 
giflation ; and the ſecond, that Union cannot prevent the ſeparation 
of Ireland from this country by France. The third propoſition [ 
have to offer to the conſideration of the Houſe is, that it is not poſſi. 
ble that, in the preſent ſtate of Ireland, the people can declare and 
act upon their genuine ſentiments ; and let any man who has a head 
to conceive, and a heart to feel for the miteries of Ireland, put this 
memorable queſtion to himſelf—Is it poſſible that the free, fair, and 
unbiaſſed ſenſe of the people of Ireland, can be collected at this time 
on this queſtion? The Engliſh force in that country is at once an 
anſwer to this queſtion. I am not to be told, that, if even the peo- 
ple ſhould be cheated and tricked into Union, and out of indepen- 
dence, it is of no conſequence, as the meaſure is intended ſolely for 
their good, and that we ought to adopt it now, and convince them 
afterwards. This will not be argued by any man; or if it is, let 
gentlemen look to Union under all its circumſtances, and ſtrange in- 
deed muſt be their mode of reaſoning, it they do not agree with me, 
that in the preſcnt conjunture of affairs Union will lead to ſepa- 


. 


rate and not to perpetuate the connedion. If any man ſhould fay, 


6 Yes, we have a force in Ireland; there may be an oppoſition 
there to Union, but now is our time to play their own game of 1782 
back upan themſelves ;” it there be a man in this Houſe capable 
of ſuch mean and contemptible conduct, I leave it to gentlemen to 
conſider what will be the effect of ſuch an example. With re- 
ſpect to the conſpiracies which happily have been defeated, I own 
they were ſuch as ought to be carefully guarded againſt, and I de- 
plore as much as many that the means of combining inſurrection 


were fo various and melancholy. There might have been much 


of the cauſe of revolt concealed under the meaſures of the Govern- 
ment; but if the Iriſh ſhould at any future period awake from the 


Numbers of that ſloth which the ſlavery of Union is to occaſion, how 


are they to be replied to if they ſhould ſay © You offered us your 
aſſiſtance againſt domeſtic and foreign enemies, we accepted oi it, 
and gave you affection and gratitude, and the irreproachable pledge 
of all the ſupport in our power in return. But having enabled us 
to repel invaſion and ſuppreſs rebellion, you took from us our Par- 
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liament with your 40,000 ſoldiers, and diſſipating our indepen- 
dence, you inflicted on us a Union, to which our fellow ſubjects, 
famiſhed and fled, could give no oppoſition, and this not by force, 
but by an act of negative intimidation.” Said Mr. Sheridan, thoſe 
who underſtand what it is to acquire negative ſueceſſes, will be at 
no loſs to comprehend what I mean by negative intimidation—* If 
the people of Ireland ſhould ſay, that by your forces you deprived 
them of the means of defending themſelves ; that you wrung from 
their independence, what influenced the Parliament not to return 
to them, the people, the right of ſuffrage, but to give the Iriſh peo- 
ple up to foreign domination ?”-—Confider, I conjure you, theſe 
matters, and aſk yourſelves what would be the character of any fu- 
ture inſurrection? I will not fay that thoſe grievances would juſ- 
tify inſurrection, but I will fay, that in all its great and intereſting 
features it would be quite different from that recently ſubdued, and 
there would be nothing in it of which they need be aſhamed. They 
need not ſkulk from the queſtion, for the ſtruggle would be to reſent 
the plunder of their rights, and not the differences ſubſiſting between 
Proteſtant and Catholic, not for ſchemes of wild and fooliſh Repub- 
licaniſm, not from ill- humour towards one ſet of men, or one ſet 
of meaſures. Inſtead of an union of ſentiment, I maintain, that if 
| you adopt the meaſure unfolded by: the meſſage, you would create 
an union of diſſatisfaction. It is impoſſible to conceive that the 
meaſure 1s palatable in Ireland, unleſs we can ſuppoſe, that having 
for 300 years endured the moſt inhuman inſults, that at laſt, when 
they had wrung from this country that which it was a ſhame to have 
deprived them of, they would freely, and without bias, give it up 
1h years afterwards ; that they would ſurrender their rights, becauſe 
it was the pleaſure of a Britiſh Miniſter to propoſe that the Iriſh 
Parliament ſhould no longer exiſt. This is a propoſition which 
cannot be entertained. Undoubtedly, if I had been told that the 
whole people of Ireland had declared that they would ſhake cff all 
allegiance ; that the Parliament had violated the rights of the Peo- 
ple; that the country did not proſper under its conftitution ; I ſee 
{trong reaſons for · agreeing to the propoſition of Union. But on the 
contrary, we have been told upon high authority that the comforts 
of the people, that the proſperity of Ireland have progreſſively in- 
creaſed with time ever ſince the independence of her Parliament 
was recognized. | N $7 

The Iriſh Commons have been thanked in ſpeeches from the 

hrone for their patriotic, vigilance in defcating the internal enemies 
of the country: and are the People of Ireland now to be told, that, 
en the eve of new inſurreQions, the Parliament of Great Britaing 
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ſitting in Weſtminſter, can better provide means of ſecurity and de. 
fence for Ireland, than could the Parliament of Ireland fitting in 
Dublin? After the example we have had of the great wiſdom 
and profound powers of minute reſearch of our own Parliament on 


a memorable occafion, after the report of the celebrated Committee 


of Conſpiracy, whoſe reports ſtand contradicted by the verdicts of 
Britiſh Juries, and whoſe accuſations have been falfified by verdids 
of acquittal—[A cry of Hear! HEar!” ]—-Gentlemen may, if 
they pleaſe, deny me this concluſion from the premiſes, but I pe- 
remptorily repeat it— They may talk as diſreſpectfully as they pleaſe 
of Engliſh Juries, but I maintain, that the Juries of Ireland, to ſay 
the leaſt, have returned verdicts of conviction more contrary to 
Juſtice, and much more diſnhonorable to them as men, than thoſe 
acquittals of the Juries of England could poſſibly be. But to retum 
to the queſtion; are we to be told that the meaſure of an Union 
will not wholly diffolve the Legiſlature of Ireland ; that Inde- 
pendence will furvive Union, though in a modified ſtate ; that 
Parliament will be left to judge of the local affairs of Ireland! 
Really, Sir, this ſeems almoſt too much for men's feelings A Par- 
liament !—a fort of National Veſtry for the Pariſh of Ireland, 
fitting in a kind of mock legiſlative capacity, after being ignobly de- 


graded from the rank of Repreſentatives of an Independent People; 


and deprived of the functions of an Inquiſitorial Power, exerciſing 


and enjoying the greateſt authority that any Parliament can poſſes. 


From theſe propoſitions, and having merits to plead, the preſump. 
tion fairly is, that it is impoſſible the Members of the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment, no more than their conſtituents, can come to the queſtion of 
Union with unbĩaſſed minds, or agree to it under any other eireum- 
ſtance except of great force. Conſider the queſtion in another 
point of view. Is the Parliament of England competent te legil- 
late for the Parliament of Ircland?* Impoſſible. Every advantage 
of ſituation favours the one, the other is unfitted for governing, or 


giving law, by every diſadvantage of ſituation, and every diflimilarity 


of temper and habit. An high authority of the ſiſter nation, no le 
an. authority than the Chancellor Clare, has faid, that the 
Engliſh Parliament is leſs acquainted with the ſtate of Ireland than 
any other body of men in the world. How can it be, that, in this 
ſtate of recorded ignorance, the Parliament of England i is better 
fitted to legiſlate for Iriſhmen, than that of Ireland with its experi- 
ence? To aſſume this, were to advance the moſt monſtrous and 
prepoſterous. propoſition that ever fell from man. Or is the ſyſtem 


of Miniſters to be, to embody their hoards, and, after- 1 5 
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hatched, to read the Riot Ac to the Parliament of Ireland? With 
reſpe& to intimidation, would it not be to intimidate the Iriſh, were 
they told England would not in future be induced to ſend troops, 
or furniſh money to Ireland, and that they would be left in a ſtate 


of nakedneſs and poverty, at the mercy of thoſe who once diſtracted | 
| the country? 


It would be enough to arouſe their indignation, that 
theſe hints would be conveyed to them by a ſecretary or a clerk, and 
ſome men who are diſguſted with acts of. Iriſh Government, would, 
perhaps, give up Parliament in their heart, whilſt others, who will 
view the queſtion with more calmneſs, but not more honeſty, will 
infer from the diſmiſſal of ſuch great characters as I have men- 
tioned, that the Government of this country will intimidate thoſe 
whom they cannot perſuade. They will fee to what extent the 
ſame ſyſtem muſt be carried in the military and every other depart- 
ment. And can they, after this, be expected to ſay, that the fair 
opinion of the people of Ireland was collected on this ſubject ? 
Under all theſe circumſtances, 1 think, Sir, I may aſſume that 
[ have made out my propoſition, that if you effect an Union 
now, no man can ſay that Ireland was a party to it; if ſo, ultimate 


| ſeparation muſt follow. Were it of conſequence to ſpeak of this 


meaſure in another manner, I would aſk, What would the ho- 
nourable gentleman oppoſite to me ſay if France acted in a ſimilar 
manner, and this not to a country in alliance with her not ſo to a 
mere neutral country, but to a country dear to her on every account, 
to that country whoſe ſons were fighting her battles in every quarter 
of the globe ? What would they ſay if, after all, France annexed the 
territory of her Friend and Siſter to France as one and indiviſible, 
with forty thouſand French defenders at their gates, & ? Would 
it not be ſaid, that it was the greateſt perfidy? The King of Sar- 
dnia gave his conſent that the French ſhould take poſſeſſion of his 
capital and territory, but it was the effect of force. And now we 
were to adopt a fimilar ſyſtem in Ireland. I hear much of French 
principles, but I wiſh gentlemen would not fo eloſely follow 
French practices. Let us abſtrain from French corruption, French 


uſurpation, French perfidy. Let us leave no ground for ſaying, 


that we have made uſe of corruption to acquire aſcendaney or fubju- 


gate the rights of any people. Let our Union be a Union of mind 
and ſpirit, as well as of intereſt and power — not that ſort of mar- 
rage in which fraud is the ſuitor, and force the ratifier of the ſolemn 
contract, Let me eonjure you not to commit a violent rape on 


your iter Ireland; for you may, by well- timed overtures, get her 
8 a comfort at your fide, full of love, full of fidelity, and full of 
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confidence. You muſt be convinced that ſhe will be in a deplorabj 
fituation indeed, if the bans are to be publiſhed from the trumpets 
of forty thouſand Britiſh troops. | 

I think, Sir, I have endeavoured to ſhew— ] may fay, without 
vanity, I have ſhewn, that there would be great danger even if yy 
carry the meaſurc ; and I thould like to know what are the dan. 
gers of delay, and waat_the neeeſſity for diſpatch. I gid expe 
that Miniſters would fet out by ſhewing us this; but probably 
they have reſerved themielves for a farther opportunity —[ Here Mr, 
Sheridan apologized for any warmth he might have diſplayed in the 
courſe of his ſpeech, and obſerved, that if the queſtion had been 
fairly taken up, inſtead of by intimidation and corruption, the Houſe 
might have expected to have ſeen leſs warmth of manner.] — The 
only arguments I have ſeen for the meaſure that J can ſuppoſe 
come from Miniſters, are thoſe contained in a book written, as l 
underſtand, by two gentlemen in office in Ireland, and « hich con- 
tains a ſtatement that is nov circulated as the terms of the Union. 
A more offenſive or more flimſy production I have never read. In 
this pamphlet I find fume arguments for diſpatch, and thoſe tie. 
mendous arguments are the dread of the power of the Pope, and. 
the Engliſh Oppoſition ; the probability tiat the Parliaments of the 
two countries may alter their opinions by change of Miniſters ; and 
laſtly, one that is highly indecent, the ſuppoſition that we may loſe 
our virtuous Suvereign—| Here Mr. Sheridan commented on thoſe 
different- points, and ſaid, he thought it a ſtrange way of counter- 
acting the inflammatory effect of the ſpecches of the Engliſh Oppo- 
fition on the proccedings of the Engliſh Parliament to bring a 
batch of Iriſh Members into that Houſe to partake of the fedition 
of the Minority. But it is imputed tv Oppoſition that they are 
liable to change their opinions; now the only example of this is 
the Regency, when the Parliament of Ircland agreed with a great 
Minority in the Engliſh Parliament in the principle, objecting 
merely to the powers to be given to the Regent]. But, Sir, I wiſh 
Miniſters to give fair play to Ireland. I have ſtated three of the 
arguments for diſpatch ; and the fourth for the meaſure is onc that. 
muſt every where excite indjgnation. This is, that the Iriſh took 
advantage in 1782 of the war, and that therefore England may 
now take advantage of the force of the country for the extinction of 


the independence of Ireland. This is the creed of the Caſtle ;: 
but the Engliſh are not to be inſulted in this way, nor their cha- 


racter traduced. Having in a general way thus combated the at- 
guments of that pamphlet, Mr. Sheridan next touk a view of the 
ſubje as a conſtitutional queſtion, and contended, that as well 


[Commogg, | 


Jan. 23. 


might the 
power in 
this Par li- 
vote itſelf 
ter even 


without tl 
ents ; but 
aſſerted k 
once the! 
their repr 
dangerous 
ceedings. 
whom th 
rinly if 
it my dut 
General 
by the co 
this Hou 
a book v 
even tho 
effect wi 
Houſe. 
by Parli 
the exiſt 
ſecond. 
to the m 
ficht to 
vigorous 
this: þ 
would k 
that Hi 
though 
Wit 
two en 
can be 
vent thy 
When tl 
Qut of 
their \- 
correct 
people 
their o 
the ea 


Jan. 2 3-] DEBATES. 591 


might the Engliſh Parliament vote the Crown abſolute, perpetuate a 
power in the King to control the grants of Parliaments, and give to 
this Parliament a right to exerciſe a vigour beyond the law, and 
vote itſelf not at all reſponſible to the people. It is no light mat- 
ex even to have one hundred Members coming here from Ireland 
without the means of being regularly inſtructed by their conſtitu- 
ents ; but, perhaps, I am to be told, as I underſtand has been 
afferted by an honourable gentleman oppoſite to me, that when 
once the Parliament meets the people have no right to hear of what 
their repreſentatives are about, and that, therefore, it is not merely 
dangerous, but unconſtitutional, to publith an account of our pro- 
ceedings. Sir, I muſt ſuppoſe the right honourable gentleman to 
whom this doQtrine is imputed, never uſed it in argument; for cer- 
ninly if J found ſuch doctrine urged in a pamphlet, I ſhould think 
it my duty to move, that the Houſe might inſtruct the Attorney 
General to proſecute the author, and that the book ſhould be burnt 
by the common hangman. I onee recommended a proſecution in 
this Houſe, and once only in my life ; it was againſt the author of 
a book where it had been ſtated, that the tree might remain ſound, 
even though the branches were lopped off. Now I think the ſame 
effect would follow, were that meaſure of reſtraint adopted by the 
Houſe. But if it is ſaid that the principle of Union was adoptel 
by Parliament in the inſtance of Scotland, I cannot admit that 
the exiſtence of one bad precedent is any argument for adopting a 


krond, With reſpec to the power of the Iriſh Parliament to agree 


tothe meaſure, I will ſay, that I think no power on earth has a 
night to proſeribe the independence of the people. I have heard 2 
vigorous Stateſman (Lord Grenville) uſe an argument that enforces 
this: He ſaid, that to alter the chartered rights of any Company, 
would be to change the power and preroga:ive of the Crown, and 
tht His Majeſty could not aſſent to a bill for ſuch a purpoſe 
tough it ſhould even paſs the two Houſes of Parliament. 

With reſpect to the enemies of the Briciſh Government, it had 
wo enemies in Ireland, “ Poverty and Ignorance,” and unleſs it 
an be ſhewn that the preſent meaſure will remove theſe—will pre- 
rent the repetition of thoſe ſcenes of diſtreſs which paſſed in Ireland 
When there were in the city of Dublin alone 1 2,000 labourers, &e. 
wt of employment, living on raſpings of bread, or ſtarving with 
ter ſfamilies—unleſs theſe evils can be ameliorated, if not wholly 
vrrected by a Union, I muſt be unfriendly to the meaſure. If the 


1 . . . . - 
| Opie of Ireland be active and induſtrious in every country but 


t 8 . „ - 
"Y own, it muſt be the effect of their Government. Firſt remove 
e Cauſes of their miſery, and then invite them, if you will, to a 
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exactions and impoſts of their overgrown Lords. | Here My, 
Sheridan reſumed his arguments and comments on the ary. 
ment in the pamphlet above alluded to, which relates to Oy. 
poſition ; obſerving that no apprehenſions of miſchief need ſurely 
be entertained from it, eſpecially if a noble Marquis in another 
place was right in ſaying that Oppoſition is no more.] Sj] 
muſt ſay I think that noble perſon might as well have ſpared or 
feelings, and not have cut his clumſy capers on our grave. He h 
ſaid he is no party man, Sir, I blame no man for not being: 
party man, but I reſpet too well the memory of a Marquis a 
Rockingham ; I reſpect too well the memory of a Mr. Burke; 
J alfo reſpe& too well the memory of thoſe principles which ſome of 
the preſent members of Adminiſtration once were proud to avow= 
I think I ought to reſpect myſelf, though not of much importance; 
but particularly the great and virtuous characters with whom I hat 
the honour to be connected ] ought to reſpeR all thoſe, and each 
of them, too much to join with the noble Marquis in his death ſong 
over the Manes of Party. And, Sir, I hope, though at preſent the 
banners of Oppoſition be furled in ſeceſſion, they will again be di- 
played, and that its Members will come forward and rally round 
the Conſtitution when danger menaces its ſacred foundations; that 
they will prove worthy of their principles, and of that liberty they 
Value dear, by aſſerting and defending the independence of ever 
legitimate, conſtitutional Parliament, and the rights and liberties of 
every people. He concluded with moving the following amend- 
ment: 

At the ſame time to expreſs the ſurpriſe and deep regret with 
which this Houſe now, for the firſt time, learns from His Majeliy, 
that the final adjuſtment which, upon His Majeſty's gracious recon- 


mendation, took place between the two kingdoms in the year 175% } 


and which, by the declaration of the Parliaments of both countries, 
placed the connection between them upon a ſolid and permanent 
baſis, has not produced the effects expected from that ſolemn ſettle 
ment ; and farther, humbly to expreſs to His Majeſty, that His 
Majeſty's faithful Commons having ſtrong reaſon to believe that ! 
is in-the contemplation of His Majeſty's Miniſters to propoſe - 
Union of the Legiſlatures of the two kingdoms, notwithſtanding the 
ſaid final and ſolemn adjuſtment, feel it to be their bounden dug, 
impreſſed as they are with the moſt ſerious apprehenſions of the con. 


[Couuom 


cloſer Union. Mr. Arthur Young has attributed the growth of the 
evils that render miſerable the poor of Ireland to the progreſs « 
French principles, but I am quite convinced the miſery of that yy. 
fortunate claſs has had its origin and continues to increaſe with the 
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ſequences of ſuch a proceeding at this time, to take the earlieſt op- 
portunity humbly to implore His Majeſty not to liſten to the 
counſel of thoſe who ſhall adviſe or promote ſuch a meaſure at 
the preſent criſis, and under the preſent circumſtances of the 
empire.” : 

Mr. CANNING roſe and faid: —If, Sir, my honourable friend, 
who propoſed this amendment, had confined himſelf in his ſpeech 
to the fingle topic which he announced as the main foundation of 
his objections to the addreſs, that of the impropriety of the time at 
which the ſubject of the King's meſſage has been brought forward, 
| ſhould have felt that upon that topic alone I muſt have differed 
widely from him. But I confeſs that the oppoſition which J feel 
myſelf bound to give to the amendinent, reſts equally on the more 
general grounds which my honourable friend has ſtated in the courſe 
of his ſpeech ; through which I ſhall endeavour, to the beſt of my 
ability, to follow him, aſſigning the reaſons which induce me to take 
a view of the ſubject ſo different from that which he has taken. 

Before, however, I procced to notice the arguments upon which 
the amendment is ſupported, I will firſt advert to the principal 
ground upon which is reſted the oppoſition to the addreſs, namely, 
the reſolution entered upon the Journals of the Houſe in 173 2. To 
the ame Journals I beg leave to refer for the refutation of the argu- 
ments urged by my honourable friend; and that reference will, I 
truſt, completely do away the ground upon which thoſe arguments 
have been built. It is true, indeed, that the words ** final adjuſt- 
ment,” were made uſe of in thoſe reſolutions ; but if the Houſe will 
but attend to what followed in the ſame Journals, they will ſee that 
the reſolutions there recorded were immediately followed by ano- 
ther reſolution evidently of a perſpective nature, which declared the 
neceſſity of eſtabliſhing ſome more permanent ſyſtem, by which 
done the tranquillity and proſperity of Ireland could remain unin- 
terrupted, and continue to be improved. A due attention to this 


laſt reſolution muſt undoubtedly remove all imputation of impro- 


priety from the meaſure now propoſed, and all charge of incon- 


| iency with the former proceedings of the Houſe. The Adjuſt- 


ment which my honourable friend contends to have been ſo ** final,” 
3 to preclude all views of farther arrangement, appears, at the very 


moment that it was recorded on the Journals of Parliament, to have 


been accompanied by a declaration of the opinion of Parliament, that 
ſomething farther was abſolutely neceffary, 


But my honourable friend has laid great ſtreſs on the impropriety 


and danger of ſtiring ſuch a queſtion at a moment when Ireland is 


Uiſrated and convulſed, and when the fate of the whole Britiſh | 
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[ CoMmoxs, 


empire is expoſed to a criſis of the moſt trying and perilous nature, 


The Houſe muſt ſurely remember, and my honourable friend ſhoulg 
recolleR, that for theſe three years paſt, thoſe who are in the habit 
of oppoſing His Majeſty's Miniſters, have repeatedly been calling 
for inquiries into the ſtate of affairs in Ireland, though ſuch inquiries 
were not then brought within the view of the Houſe in any regula- 
mode, nor did they come ſupported by any recommendation from the 
Throne. Nay; in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament it was ſtated as a 
high contempt ſhewn to the Houſe, that when His Majeſty was ſend. 
ing down a meſſage to require of Parliament to enable His Majeſh 
to avail himſelf of the offers of the Engliſh Militia regiments to ex. 
tend their ſervices to Ireland for the purpoſe of quelling the rebellion 
then raging in that country, —it was then ſtated as a high contempt 
of the Houſe of Commons that His Majeſty's meſſage, while it re. 
quired this new power from Parliament, contained no account of the 
general ſtate of Ireland, no detail of the rife and progreſs of the Re- 
bellion, no call upon Parliament to inquire how the miſchiets in 


Ireland had been occaſioned, and how they might beſt be cured, 


Gentlemen then inſiſted on the propriety of an inquiry into Iriſh 


affairs, and into the cauſes of the Rebellion. Now, it ſcems, they 


have no wiſh for any inveſtigation, and all their curioſity has fub- 
fided. Perhaps the propoſal of ſuch an inquiry might then be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from an innocent curioſity ; for it may be recol- 
lected, that it was then ſtated in this Houſe as a doubtful queſtion, 
«© Which were the Rebels in Ireland?“ But ſurely it is unfair to 
call for a meſſage at one time as proper and neceſſary, and at anv- 


ther time, when it comes, to object to the moment as highly unſea- 


ſonable, and not even ſo much as condeſeend to take the ſubjed of 


the meſſage into conſideration. 


And now, Sir, with regard to the poſture of affairs in Ireland, 
into an examination of which, though I am not at preſent diſpoled 
minutely to enter, I muſt nevertheleſs place it in a very different point 
of view from that in which it has been pictured by my honourable 
friend. Has my honourable friend inquired into the ſtate of lie. 
land fince late events have taken place - events which are now no 
rious, and cannot poſſibly be diſputed? Is it not notorious that? 


Rebellion has cxiſted, and that it is now checked, though, perhaps 


not effectually quelled? Is it not notorious that the object of the 
traitorous mackiaations which gave rife to that Rebellion was not 
any partial change of men cr meaſures, but a total ſubverſion of the 
exiſting Government and Conſtitution of the country, and the com- 
plete deſtruction of all connection between the Siſter Kingdom and 
Great Britain? And, finally, is it not notorious, not only from 
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the verdict of the Iriſh Juries (into a compariſon between the autho- 
rity of whoſe verdict, with that of the verdicts of acquittal of Englith 
Juries ſo emphatically commended by my honourable friend, I will 
not enter—but will rather refer to other authorities, which will, 
perhaps, but ſhow what authority theſe verdicts of acquittal] can 
claim) authorities which can leave no doubt in the mind of any 
impartial man—which may, perhaps, ſhow that legal acquittal is 
not always a proof of moral innocence, not only, Sir, from the 
verdicts of Iriſh Juries, but from the avowals and confeſſions of the 
traitors themſelves ; is it not notorious that conſpiracies have ex- 
iſted in Ireland, which not only went to ſap the foundations of the 
Conſtitution in Ireland, but which were moſt pointedly diſtinguiſhed 
by an attempt to effect a total ſeparation of that country from the 
Britiſh empire? Conſpiracies, not for Catholic Emancipation — 


not for Parliamentary Reform—but for the total ſubverſion of all 


Government, and for the complete ſeparation of the two countries ? 
Is it then poſſible to know all theſe circumſtanecs, and not to fcel 
how deeply intereſted Great Britain is in the fate of Ireland ; or, 
is it poſſible that to avowals thus made by the ſelf- convicted traĩ- 
ters, not in recantation of paſt errors, but with a determination to 
perfiſt in them—avowals made, not in inireaty for pardon for the 
evils they have done, but in regret for what they have left undone ; 
to avowals of a deſign that would have laid in aſhes the pride of that 
capital, for whoſe proſperity and pre-eminence ſuch anxious alarms 
are now expreſſed : to avowals, that though their abominable 
ſchemes have been detected, they are not as yet defeated ; to avow- 
als that, though the firſt fruits of their labours were loſt, their hope 
ſtill ſurvived that loſs ; to ſuch avowals I muſt afk, is it poſſible to 
rctuſe credit? After the detection, therefore, of theſe deep and 
camned plots, is it not expedient, nay a thing of urgent neceſſity, to 
examine into and adopt the moſt cffeQual means of counteraQing 
the pernicious conſequences that may ſtill flow from them—conſe- 
quences that not only affect the continuance of the connetiion be- 
tween the two countries, but which deeply ſtrike at the proſperity 
and very exiſtence of both * When ſuch ſtrong and obvious rea- 
ſons evidently exiſt for entering into an inveſtigation of theſe means, 
vere that inveſtigation even to be propoſed only by a fimple indivi- 
dual of this Houſe, would it not have been more proper and decorous 
to point out ſome other plan that might appear equally feaſible and 
effectual, or, at leaſt, to hear what was the nature of the plan to be 
propoſed, rather than paſs it over with contempt ? and coming, as 


t now does, from the higheſt authority, can we reject it in a man- 
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to pronounce it by far the leaſt objectionable that could be deviſed; 
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ner which could ſcarcely be practiſed with regard to the moſt trivia! 
and ordinary motion that could be made in this Houſe ? 

I am, however, far from being diſpoſed to deny that the condu8 
of my honourable friend proceeds from the dictates of true patrio- 
tiſm, from a ſincere and anxious regard for what he conceives to be 


the intereſt of Ireland. I, Sir, though not ſo nearly connected 


with that country, ſtill feel the moſt ardent zcal for its interefs 
and happineſs : but, in my opinion it would have been more con- 
ſiſtent, not only with the love which my honourable friend profeſſes 
for his native country, but alſo more reconcileable with the dur 
which he owes both to that and to this country, to point out what 
might have eſcaped His Majeſty's Miniſters in their earneſt endes. 
vours to hit upon fome effectual remedy for the evils that con- 
feſſedly exiſt in Ireland, or, at leaſt, to have waited in the firſt in- 
ſtance, to know what are the particulars of that meaſure, which he is 
fo anxious the Houſe ſhould regret without hearing. My honourable 
friend and the Houſe muſt ſurely feel-with how much anxiety they 
ought to look towards Ireland. The object is, indeed, moſt im- 
portant ; it is not the making of a provincial regulation, not the ad- 
juſting an internal difference, not the arrangement of a plan for the 
balancing of parties—the object is nothing leſs than to ſecure Irr- 
land to us and to herſclf, and thereby to promote the happineſs and 
ſecurity of the whole empire. 

In default, then, of any plan which mv honourable friend's ſage- 
city might deviſe, I muſt look to the collected ſenſe of Ireland it- 
ſelf, and ſee what are the opinions on this important ſubjeQ, enter- 
tained by thoſe of that country who are acknowledged to be the mol 
enlightened and beſt inſtructed, and who are moſt thoroughly a- 
quainted with all its intereſts, both local and general. If theſe 
opinions were conſulted and colleQed, I do not heſitate to aſſert that 
they will be found to favour the meaſure now in contemplation, and 


and here, Sir, I beg leave to diſclaim any intention of availing my- 
ſelf of what my honourable friend has repreſented to be the ambi- 
guous and equivocal wording of His Majeſty's meſſage—and to &- 
clare plainly and fairly, that the meaſure, which I underſtand to be 
recommended for your conſideration, is no other than an Incorport- 
ting Legiſlative Union between the two kingdoms. In recommend 
ing then to the Houſe to take this meaſure of an Union into theit 
moſt ſerious conſideration, I ſhould even be willing to put the Re- 
bellion out of the queſtion. Rebellion can only be put down bj 
force. But by what means are the agitations to be allayed, and the 


diſcords that rend that unhappy country to be filenced or reconciled! 
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Theſe party diſcords are well deſcribed in a pamphlet which my ho- 
nourable friend has thought proper to treat with much harſhneſs, 
and which he attributes to an honourable Member of the Iriſh Ad- 
miniſtration. My honourable friend has treated as abſurd the argu- 
ments contained in this work that the Union might be advantageous 
in an equal degree to oppoſite ſeats, and hoſtile intereſts. For my 
part, Sir, I confeſs I can ſee nothing abſurd in the argument. It 
ſeems to me not only poſſible, but highly probable that both Proteſtant 
and Catholic might gain by an arrangement which would gratify 
the ambition of the one, without endangering the ſafety of the 
other. That ſuch could be the effect of an Union, or rather that 
ſuch is expected and acknowledged to be the probable effect of it, 
I am warranted in concluding by reference to the different claims 
and objections upon which the Catholics and Proteſtants ſtand op- 
poſed to each other at preſent. I prefer arguing from what each 
party has ſaid ſor itſelf, to ſtating any opinion of my own, as to the 
prepriety or expediency of giving or withholding what remains to be 


given to the Catholics, while Ireland continues ſeparate from Great 


Britain. For the opinion of the Proteſtant party on this head, I 
will beg permiſſion to quote a gentleman, a warm advocate for the 
Proteſtant Aſcendancy, whoſe book I have lately read with more 
pleaſur@ and more inſtruction than any other that has been pub- 
liſhed upon the ſubjeR of Ireland. I ſpeak, Sir, of the ability and 
ingenuity of the work. I beg to be underſtood as giving no opi- 
nion upon the queſtions argued in it. The gentleman to whom I 
refer, is Dr. Duigenan. This gentleman's book, in anſwer to Mr. 
Grattan, contains, in my mind, the moſt complete ſtatement of the 
cauſes and nature of the preſent diſtractions of Ireland. It is not 
only a very ingenious but a very learned work, (if that were any 
farther recommendation to it), it more completely demoliſhes his 
antagoniſt, than any controverſial work that J remember ever to have 


read. I quote Dr. Duigenan's work with the leſs prejudice, as he 


1s one of the few perſons who had written upon the ſubje& of Iriſh 
_ of late without giving a diſtinct opinion for or againſt an 
nion. 24 | 

Dr. Duigenan is well known to be decidedly hoſtile to the pre- 
tenſions of the Catholics ; he inſiſts upon the neceſſity of their con- 
tinued excluſion from a ſhare in the Legiſlature, or in any of the 
great offices of the State from which they are at preſent excluded, but 
confeſſes at the ſame time that that neceſſity of excluſion would be 
done away by the adoption of ſome plan ſimilar to that propoſed in 
His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage. He ſtates it as an unavoid- 
able alternative, either that ſuch a plan—that is, a plan of Union 
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muſt be adopted, or that ſome other muſt be deviſed for the fortif. 
cation of the Proteſtant aſcendancy. 

This fortification Dr. Duigenan would fain build on the re. 
enactment of the Popery Code; but he admits that this would be 
unneceſſary in caſe of an Union between the two countries. Ae. 
cording to him one or other of theſe alternatives muſt be adopted, 
Here, therefore, we have the creed of the Proteſtant party; it ap- 
pears that they are willing to adopt an Union, or in failure of it, to 
continue a ſtruggle for every thing that was dear to them in rights 
and pre-eminence, and in religion. | 

Aſk now the other, the Catholic party, and what is their anſwer! 
Why, © let us have a Union, or a continued ſtruggle for that which 
you have hitherto denied us, viz. a repeal of the remainder of the 

| Penal Code.” Here, then, are two parties in oppoſition to each 
other, who agree in one common opinion. And ſurely it any mid- 
dle term can be found to aſſuage their animoſities and to heal their 
diſcords, and reconcile their jarring intereſts, it ſhould be eagerly 
and inftantly ſeized and applied. That an Union is that middle 
term, appears the more probable when we recollc that the Popery 
Code took its riſe after a propoſal for an Union; which propofal 
came from Ircland, but which was rejected by the Britiſh Govern- 
ment. This rejection produced the Popery Code. If àn Union 
were therefore acceded to, the re- adoption of the Popery Code would 
be unneceſſary. If it was in conſequence of the rejection of an 
Union, at a former period, that the laws againſt Popery were 
enacted, it is fair to conclude, that an Union would render a 
fimilar code unneceſfary ; that an Union would fatisfy the friends 
of the Proteſtant aſcendancy, without paſſing laws againſt the Ca- 
tholics, and without maintaining thoſe which are yet in force. 
Unleſs, then, ſome plan leſs liable to theſe objections is ſuggeſted, 
and better calculated to remedy the exiſting diſeaſes of Ireland, there 
is a preſumption in favour of that which perſons beſt acquainted 
with the intereſts of Ireland, and beſt informed reſpeQing the con- 
tentions that now diſturb its internal tranquillity, are inclined to 
countenance and adopt. 

But then it is contended, there is ſomething in the preſent criſis 
which render this an improper period to propoſe this meaſure. This 
furely is ſtrange reaſoning. If an Union would quiet the agitation 
of that country, and reſtore it to reſt, why ſhould we wait till the 
ſtruggle was over before we adminiſter the remedy ? Surely, if 
two combatants could be parted, it would be wrong to poſtpone the 
interference till the battle was over. Some gentlemen, indeed, ate 
fo fond of a boxing match, that they had rather ſee it fought out, 
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than that the parties ſhould be ſeparated ; but when it is recollected 
that the parties 1n this conteſt are two great national diviſions, and 
that the prize they are contending for is the exiſtence of the Govern- 
ment and the connection between the two Countries, it ſurely muſt 
be a raſh fondneſs for the ſport, that would delay for a moment the 
plan of interference and reconciliation, What elſe is there in the 
circumſtances of the preſent time which renders the meaſure im- 
proper? It cannot be that the continued efforts of France for the 
ſubjugation of Ireland have been detected and defeated; — becauſe 
whatever delicacy there might exiſt in interfering between two 
national parties, there can be none in preſerving Ireland from 
France. 

It is till the avowed deſign of France to attempt an invaſion of 
Ireland, and to complete a ſeparation of it from Great Britain; and 
ſurely my honourable friend is not diſpoſed to bar any thing that 
may e7-ually interfere between France and her intended prey? Is 


he for waiting til! France ſhall fit out another fleet, and diſembark 


another army in Ireland, to meet with the lame fate that attended 
her former raſhneſs and audacity, before he would endeavour to re- 
concile ang unite all parties; and thus conſolidate the intereſts and 
the reſources, and the ſtrength of the whole empite ? But ſomething 
is infinuated of the deliberations of Ireland being influenced and 
intimidated by the armed force now in the country. 

My honovrable friend has ſtrongly inſiſted upon the intimidation 
which the preſence of that armed force is likely to impreſs on the 
public mind in Ireland. It is by promoting ſuch an Union of in- 
tereſts and affections, as this meaſure will enſure that we may hope 
to remove the neceſſity of keeping a large armed force in Ireland; 
and by removing that neceſſity, my honourable friend would remove 
one of the objects of his own cenſure and complaint. 

But, in truth, the effects of that intimidation which my honour- 
able friend ſo much apprehend, are not eaſy to diſcover ; it ſurely 
does not ſeem to affect either the liberty of ſpeech, or the liberty of 
the preſs ; both of which have been pretty freely indulged in on the 
preſent ſubject. Every gentleman, I believe, is acquainted with the 


circumſtance of ſeveral perſons in Ireland having declared their ſen- 


timents on the ſubject freely, and without any appearance of being 
intimidated by an armed force. A very reſpectable gentleman in 
Ireland, who fills the ſame fituation which you, Sir, fill in this 
country with ſo much eredit, and ſo much advantage to this Houſe 
and to the Public, has availed himſelf of the opportunity of deliver- 
ing thoſe ſentiments out of dobrs which he could not do within, in a 


manner that does not, ſavour of intimidation on one ſide of the 
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queſtion at leaſt. But God forbid that ſuch intimidation ſhoulg 
prevail. It is natural, indeed, that Dublin, under the influence of 
the firſt impreſſion, and of the firſt ardour that has been kindled by 
the agitation of a queſtion ſo materially involving its peculiar in. 
tereſts, ſhould be warm, if not intemperate, in the expreſſion of its 
ſentiments. Dublin is as yet loud in its reprobation of the mes. 
fure ; but other places of note and celebrity in Ireland, places that 
ſtand as high in commercial importance, are on the contrary as for. 
ward in beſtowing upon it their moſt marked and decided ap. 
probation. : | 
There is one topic in the ſpeech of my honourable friend which 
has ſtruck me with no ſmall ſurpriſe, and that is, the panegyre 
which he delivered upon the vigilance and reſolution evinced by the 
Iriſh Parliament in detecting the late conſpiracy, and in cruſhing 
the late Rebellion. Such, compliments to the Iriſh Parliament, 
from that fide of the Houſe, I was not prepared to expect, much 


{| Commons, 


leſs was prepared to hear that the armed force in Ireland was to be 
employed to overawe the proceedings of a Parliament, to whoſe vigi- 


lance and activity co operating with, and watching over the em- 
ployment of that very force, for ſome months paſt, I am ready to 
ſay that the ſalvation of Ireland is to be aſcribed. Is it then the Par- 
liament in Ireland that Engliſh ſoldiers are to coerce and refrain * 


A Parliament fully armed with every conſtitutional power to control 


that or any other army? Theſe, Sir, are infinuations againſt which | 
muſt loudly and pointedly proteſt. They are infinuations which, 
if not timely met and refuted, when they get abroad, would aſſume 
the form of broad aſſertions; and I ſhould be now glad to hear if 
there is any man in this Houſe, or out of it, who will take upon him- 
ſelf to aſſert, that the Iriſh Parliament is to debate under the imme- 
diate intimidation of Engliſh troops? 

Is there a man in exiſtence who believes, that if ſuch an intimi- 
dation was attempted, the Iriſh Parliament, with the powers which 
the Conſtitution has veſted in their hands, would proceed to diſcuſs 
a queſtion under the terror of an armed force. 

But, Sir, my honourable friend wandered from the limits to 
which he promiſed to confine his obſervations, when he thought 
himſelf at liberty to compare the incorporation of the two Legiſla- 
tures, with the incorporations made by France for the farther àg- 
grandiſement of her already gigantic dominions. In what poſſible 
point of view can ſuch a coniparifon be inſtituted between the con- 
duct of the two countries? Does France attempt to incorporate 
other countries for the purpoſe of extending their common commer- 
cial intereſts ? Or have the French been the authors, not of contri · 
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butions and confiſcations, but of means of wealth and proſperity to 
the incorporated countries? And have they only required of them to 
bear a common ſhare in common terms, for the defence and ad- 
vancement of a common cauſe? Do the countries which they en- 
deavour to incorporate, reſemble France in conſtitution and in law ? 
Do they contain perſons who ſpeak the ſame language, who are 
attached to the ſame cuſtoms, who are linked together by the ties of 
affinity and blood? It not, where is the compariſon between the 
ſtate of the countries which France has choſe to incorporate, and that 
which exiſts between Great Britain and Ireland? Where is the 
analogy between ſuch diſcordant connections, and one between two 
countries united already by the cloſeſt ties of friendſhip, by blood, 
by the ſame ſpecies of Government, both obeying the ſame Sovereign, 
and enjoying the ſame Conſtitution ? 

Is there any Itiſh Proteſtant, however anxious and apprehenſive 
of any interference on the part of Great Britain, which might ſhake 
what they conſidered as the only ſure foundations of the Proteſtant 
aſcendancy ;—1s there any Iriſh Catholic, —however galled and 
angry at the excluſion of his ſeat from Parliament, and from a few 
offices of public truſt, — however anxious for Catholic Emancipa- 
tion (as it is called) —who found on theſe, their partial grievances 
and general diſlike to the Britiſh Conſtitution? Have we as yet 
found thoſe who would tell us, Take away your boaſted Conſtitu- 
« tion? It does not ſpeak our language; it is not congenial to our 
« inveterate- habits ; it does not accord with the uſual tone of our 
« feelings?” No; none, undoubtedly, except thoſe of whom 1 
am loath to ſpeak as part of the People of Ireland, the traitors, who 
have attempted the ſubverſion of that Conſtitution which we 
cheriſh, and a diſſolution of that connection on which depend the 
ſafety, the intereſts, the proſperity, and the exiſtence of the two 
kingdoms. : EE 

The moſt ſtrenuous friends of reform in Ireland have frequently 
ſaid, that they wanted only to be brought ncarer to the perfection of 
England; and deſired that they might enjoy the ſubſtantial bleſſings 
of the Conſtitution ; that they might be bleſt, not with a mock 
Iplendor under which they could neither enjoy ſecurity, nor thrive 


in proſperity, but the real, inſpiriting, and enlivening ſun-ſhine of 


Engliſh liberty. Ireland, they know and teel, would, indeed, be 
the paradiſe of real bleſſings, if Britiſh connection could be ex- 
tended there in a manner which might bring about a reſemblance 
between the ſituation of the people there and in this country. 

But among all theſe people whom tie French had ſucked into 


ths vortex of their deſpotiſm, was there one who wiſhed. for the 
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Conſtitution offered to them? Did the people of Piedmont, ſo: 


inſtance, tell them, We love your liberty and your conſtitution ; 
let us ſhare the bleſſings of both; did they ſay, We are tired of 
a King; give us your Five Directors - we diſlike the enſigns ef 


Royalty — give us a tri-coloured cockade ; we diſlike our Govern. | 


ment; take away our King, his family, and thoſe friends who have 
ſupported him, and who would have prompted him to exertion ;” 
No; the People of Piedmont have ſaid no ſuch thing. Let the 
Houſe but recolle& what paſſed in Piedmont, in the laſt act of the 
dreadful tragedy the French had performed in that country—a he. 
loved Monarch, for no crime againſt his People (to uſe the cant cf 
modern Republicaniſm), for no breach of faith with his new Allies, 
was ignominiouſly driven from his dominions, for no other reaſon 
than becauſe the French wanted Piedmont for a retreat for thei: 
army in caſe it ſhould be compelled to retreat from Italy. The 
unhappy Monarch, as the laſt degradation of human infamv, was 
obliged, an his knees, to beg the French to let him take his Brother 
[the Due d'Aofte; with him, whom the French wanted to keep asa 
pledge for his good conduct. Good God! to aſk a pledge for his 
good conduct, after they had driven. him from his dominions, and 
forced him, poor, powerleſs, and degraded, to ſeek refuge in Sardinia 
to compel a Sovereign who had been guilty of no offence, to 
God or man, to grovel on his knees, and ſupplicate for mercy and 
compaſſion at the bloody hands of the Agents of the Directory! Let 
the Houſe confider of this ſcene, and then let them pronounce whe- 
ther, whatever be the reſult of this queſtion, it was candid to treat 


it in ſuch a manner, to compare the diſeuſſion of two free and in- 
dependent States, upon a plan calculated for their mutual benefit, 


with the unprecedented tyranny of France. 
In one view, indeed, Sir, the incorporations of France ought 


be wholly out of our conſideration. It is upon a-juſt and founded 


apprehenfion of the deſigns of France upon Ireland, that His Ma: 
jeſty has called upon the Parliament of both kingdoms to devi 
the means of giving additional firength and ſolidity to that part of 
the empire, which at preſent is moſt open to attack, and of commu- 
nicating to Ireland in the fulleſt manner, the power, the vigour, 
and the ſtability of Great Britain. If Ireland obvioufly is not in a 
condition to defend itſelf againſt the threatened attacks of foreign 
power, and conſequently ſtands in need of the aſſiſtance of Great 
Britain, it is a queſtion certainly of ferious importance, whether 
that aſſiſtance may not be beſt given by an incorporation of the t 
countries. The meaſure, however, is not forced—-God forbid that 


it ſhould be forced - upon Ireland; but given for the conſideration; 
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for the mature and deliberate judgement of the Iriſh Parliament, 
who alone are competent finally to reject or to adopt it. — Be. it, 
however, our conſolation, at leaſt, if moſt unhappily for Ireland, 
moſt unhappily for the empire, the meaſure ſhould not be adopted, 
that the Britiſh Parliament has done its part towards carrying it into 
effect the recommendation of the common Sovereign of both 
countries, towards Knitting together under this paternal Govern- 
ment, the disjointed members of this mighty empire— mighty even 
in its preſent ſtate—but when inſeparably united in all its parts, 
likely to become invincible, if not unaſſailable. 

For we are to remember, that it is not the local or military weak- 
neſs alone of Ireland that has marked her out as a prey to the arms 
and intrigues of our enemy. Do not let us think, that if we reſcue 
Ireland from ſubjugation by thoſe arms, and from ſubverſion by 
thoſe intrigues, by the meaſure at preſent under our contemplation, 
we are adopting a remedy difproportioned to the danger, or erecting 
permanent fortifications againſt an attack that is but temporary, and 
may be felt no more. 

Much as we have been in the habit of conſidering the nature of 
the French Revolution, and painfully as it has been brought home 
to our minds and feelings, by the experience of thoſe tremendous 
calamities which have been occaſioned by it throughout the nations 
which ſurround us—little, indeed, have we been benefited by the 
experience of the ſufferings of others; and imperfeR, indeed, has 
been our conſiderations of their nature and extent—if we have not 
been taught that the moral influence of the French Revolution is 
not likely ſpeedily to paſs away—that even if we could ſuppoſe 
peace to be reſtored to Europe, and the Kingdoms whofe heads have 
been bound by the ſtorm, or even the States which it has torn up 
by the roots, to be replaced in their former political fituation—even 
under this ſuppoſition (improbable enough God knows) the latent 
miſchief, the principle of future convuttions i in the moral and poli- 
tical world, would remain. Where is the country, whoſe ſtate of 
lociety is more adapted to receive and ckeriſh, and mature the prin- 
eiples of the French Revolution—principles which go to array the 
Phyſical foree of the lower orders of the people, againſt the educated 
and governing parts of the community, to arm poverty againſt pro- 
perty, labour againſt privilege, and each claſs of life againſt its ſu- 
perior, than a country like Ireland, where the inhabitants are in 
deneral poor and uncivilized, and where religious diſtinctions pre- 
all to ſuch an extent? In ſuch a country the ſeeds of the French 
Revolution muſt be ſown deep indeed! It is not, I am afraid, the 
ach of a day or a year which will deſtroy its baneful influence. The 
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Government of France know, that wherever their principles are 
ſcattered, it will be difficult to eradicate them; they know that the 
had taken root in Ireland. Is it not then likely that they will at. 
tempt to folter and ſupport them? It is to put an end to thoſe 
hopes of our enemies—1t is to put Ireland out of danger, both from 
foreign attack and domeitic diſturbance and diftrattion—it is, in 
every point of view, to ameliorate her condition that this meaſure 
is propoſed. A meaſure, the neceſſity of which, ariſing from the 
cauſes which I have ſtated, argues, however, no blame to the 
People, or to the Government of Ircland. The fault is in the 
nature of things: in the preſent diſpoſition of property, and diviſion 
of the elaſſes of ſociety in that country. They want commerce, 
they want capital, they want a generally diffuſed ſpirit of induſtry 
and order; they want thoſe claſſes of men who connect the upper 
and lower orders of fociety, and who thereby blend together and har- 
monize the whole. But it is not an act of Parliament that would 
ciieA theſe great and beneficial objects; no, it is only by a con- 
nection with a country which has capital, which has commerce, 
which has that middle claſs of men, of whom ſkill and enterprize, 
and ſober orderly habits, are the peculiar charaReriſtics ; it is by 
ſuch a connection alone, diffuſing theſe bleſſings, diffuſing the means 
of wealth, and the example and encouragement of induſtry through- 
out the Siſter Kingdom, it is by ſuch a conneRtion that ſo great and 
beneficial a change muſt be effected. We have ſeen partial reme- 
dies tried — but, as might be expected, with partial ſucceſs. We 


have ſeen Manutaciures flouriſi—but the Cottage, which borders 


on the Manufactory, remaining in wretchedneſs. There remains 
one great experiment to be tried. If from the concurrent teſtimony 
of oppoſite ſects and parties, we are warranted in believing, that it 
may be made with advantage to all, if in addition to the immediate 
ſafety of Ireland, and the ſtrengthening of the empire, it promiſe to 
produce in the interior of that country conſequences ſo beneficial to 


its internal proſperity and happineſs—ſurcly we have heard no ar- 


gumens to-nicht which ought to prevent the Houſe from entenn2 
upon a diſcuſſion of tie ſubzect. 

I rruſt that no ſuck arguments will prevent the ſpbje from being 
diſcufled with the fame temper, the ſame views, and the ſame 
anxiety, to bring it to a happy concluſion in Ireland. My honour- 


able friend has, indeed, tated, with regard to the mode of propoſing 

this ſubject in Ireland, that, beſides force, other means had been 

Government has done that which ſeems to my ho- 

noutable triend moſt alarming, moſt horrible - they have actually 

turned a gentleman out of tis office. My honourable friend preſſes 
1 


recurred to. 
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this argument very ſtrongly, and ſeems to think it muſt have a great 
effect upon us who fit on this bench to talk of turning a man out of 
office. But what, in fact, does the whole argument amount to? 
Sir John Parnell, undoubtedly a man of great worth and abilities, 
entertained an opinion hoſtile to this meaſure. "The opinion of 
ſuch a man was certainly entitled to reſpect, but to nothing more 
than thoſe of perſons of equal worth and talents. What are the 
taunts which we hear thrown againſt gentlemen on this fide of the 
Houſe, if there happens to be the ſlighteſt difference of opinion 
among them, even though it ſhould be upon an indifferent and 
unimportant ſubject. If, Sir, the Oppoſition in Ireland were as 
acute as my honourable friend, Sir John Parnell would have had a 
pleaſant time of it, if he had gone down to the Houſe a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, differing as he did from Government, upon fo im- 
portant a Gueſtion ; and would, in truth, have been an impeachment 
upon the ſincerity of Government, if they had fo riſqued the loſs of 
a queſtion on which they conceived the welfare of the two countries 
to depend. Sir John Parnell, therefore, ceaſed to be Chancellor of 
tne Exchequer. 

On what other circumſtances then, connected with the time, or 
with the manner of bringing forward this propoſition, is it contended 
that the Parliament or People of Ireland ſhould receive it with 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion ? If, indeed, this propoſition had come, after 
a ſeries of attempts on the part of Great Britain, to injure and de- 
preſs her ſiſter country, to check her progreſs in commercial proſ- 
perity, to diſcourage her advances to wealth and civilization, to 
cruſh and control her legiſlative independance, and to over-rule all 
attempts at the improvement of the Laws and Conſtitution, it might 
juſtly be entertained with diſtruſt, and proceeded upon with hefita- 
tion. If, ſeeing. and deploring the preſent ſituition of Ireland, 
Great Britain had yet ſuggeſted no remedy for th:m herſelf, and had 
thrown difficulties in the way of what had bezn ſuggeſted by Ire- 
land, and had then come forward with this s the firſt offer of her 
advice and aſſiſtance, Ireland might, perhaps, aſk where the ſpirit 
of benevolence had ſlept ſo long, and why he had never before ex- 
pertenced the anxious care of England, antil it was now extended 
to them in the firſt inſtance, accomparied by a propoſal for an 
Union? But was that the caſe? Was this the firſt remedy that 
England had propoſed, or had ſhe er refuſed aſſiſtance to Ireland? 
It has been faid, that for the ſpace of three hundred years we had 
opprefled Ireland. It is happy, nowever, for the preſent genera- 
non, that it has but little of th guilt of that oppreſſion to anſwer 

br. Surely, for the laſt twerty years, the conduct of England to- 
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wards Ireland has been a ſcries of conceſſions. Ireland defired a 
oQennial Parliament; it was granted. They wiſhed for an inde. 
pendant Legiſlature, and their wiſhes were complied with. They 
defired a free trade, and it was given to them. A very large body 
of the people of Ireland prayed for a repeal of part of the Penal 
Code, which they thought oppreſſed them. The Engliſh Govern. 
ment interpoſed, with an opinion ſtrongly pronounced in favour of 
their petition, and its interference was ſucceſsful. 

But it has been ſaid, that nothing has been done for Ireland hut 
what ſhe had extorted, and what ſhe had a right to demand : theſe 
paſt favours, therefore, are repreſented as no proof of kindneſs, 
But I would aſk, Sir, whether an independant country can demand 
to trade to the colonies of another independant country, as a matter 
of right? TI with to know whether an independant country could 
inſiſt upon ſending her linens to this country, under advantageous 
circumſtances, as a right ® Whether an independant country 
could demand the liberty of ſending her goods into this country, in 
order to be re-exported with Engliſh bountics, as a matter of right? 
It was undoubtedly proper that theſe advantages ſhould be given to 
Ireland, becauſe the proſperity of Ireland is the proſperity of Eng- 
land; but they were not privileges upon which they could inſiſt as 
matters of right. But here, Sir, let me not be miſapprchended: 
I do not ſay this as reproachfng Ireland with the gratitude which 
ſhe owes to England, but merely to ſhew the good diſpoſition with 
which England has, for a long time paſt, aded towards Ireland. 

Sir, it is not my intention to go into any detail upon the ſubje 
of this great meaſure at preſent—nor to ſtate the nature of the 
terms upon which an Union may beſt be concluded. That ſtate- 
ment, whenever it comes, it is fit that the Houſe ſhould hear from 
higher authority taan mine. And this is by no mans the ſtage of 
the buſineſs, at which it can come with effect and propriety. The 
object which I have in view, Sir, in what I have taken the liberty 
to addreſs to the Houlc, is to entreat them to recollect, that in adopt- 


[Coun Oxs. 


ing the amendment of ny honourable friend, and refuſing to go into 


a conſideration of the adirefs, they would put an end to the only 
great and comprehenſive view that had ever been taken in this 
Houſe of the affairs of Ireand. The plans propoſed reſpecting 
Ireland, except in the caſe of he Irith propofitions, were in general 
to an{wer ſome immediate purpte, to catch at a little populariiy by 
deery ing one party, and extolling another —and by echoing in this 
country the diſtractions and diſturbnces of that, whenever it has lo 
happened that the affairs of this country have furniſhed no imme- 
diate ground for popular declamation. 
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It is a little curious to conſider what was the condüct of that 
party when in Government towards Ircland, from. whom the Op- 
poſition to this meaſure comes. Did thoſe gentlemen, when they 
had the power in their hands, take a great and comprehenſive view 
of the ſtate of Ireland? No; when they were propoſing a mea- 
ſure reſpeRing Ireland, they overlooked three-fourths of its inhabi- 
tants. It was then ſaid by thoſe gentlemen, that the work was 
done, and the troubles of Ireland appeaſed ; and yet, in their plan, 
the word Catholic never once occurred. | 

Such was the wiſdom, the comprehenfion, the grandeur of con- 
ception, that marked the boaſted final adjuſtment of 1782 ! 

And now, Sir, obſerve the manner in which every thing that is 
attempted to be done for the ſafety of Ireland, and for the benefit of 
both countries, is treated — W hat are the weapons by which every 
thing that my right honourable friend propoſes, with regard to Ireland, 
is attempted to be beaten down? What are the ſubſtitutes re- 
commended for every meaſure which he would take for ſaving and 
tranquillizing Ireland? Why, Catholic Emancipation and Par- 
lamentary Reform. How came tie final Adjuſters not to think 
ſixteen years ago of Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Re- 
form? With reſpect to the latter, the honourable gentleman, 
who was then Miniſter, directed the Lord Licutenant to put down 
that queſtion at all events; and as to Catholic Emancipation, not 
one word was faid about it. | | 

Sir, it is little praiſe of the meaſure now propoſed for our con- 
bderation to ſay, that it will be more perfect and comprehenſive 
than the final adjuſtment of 19782. The queſtion, indeed, which 
L conjure the Houſe not to refuſe to conſider, is not a queſtion of 
flight importance—it is a queſticn upon which depends the fafety 
of one member of the empire, and the happineſs of the whole. 

[ conjure the Houſe to recolle&, What is the hazard in which 
Ireland ſtands, and what have been our fears and our anxiety for 
her preſervation ? If in eſtimating the ſplendid victories which 
babe illuſtrated the naval annals of this country, and ſpread through 
the world the terror of her fame, we have ranked even with 
the moſt brilliant thoſe by which Ireland has been ſaved—let the 
lame ſentiment induce us to receive with kindneſs, and to diſcuſs 
with a fincexe defire to bring it to perfection, a meaſure which is 
eileulated to perpetuate to Ireland the ſafety, which is the fruit of 
ticſe vitories, and to procure to her ſolid and permanent bleſſings 
far beyond the power of any victories to beſtow !— Sitting here as 
we do in tranquillity and ſecurity, protected by a powerful and 


energetic Government, in the boſom of a conſenting and united 
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people—with no invaſion to reſiſt, no rebellion to coerce or to Fo | 


peaſe—let us feel for the diſtractions and diſquietudes of a country, 
which the ties of nature, of friendſhip, of common language, man. 
ners, and intereſts, of laws and conſtitution ſimilar to gur own, 
bind fo indiflolubly to ourſelves, that ſeparation would be to each, 
and to both of us, deſtruction. And let us, at lcaft, not refuſe to 
conſider of a queſtion which involves in itſelt the beſt, perhaps the 
only means, which can at once and for ever remove the dan— 
gers, and quiet the diſſenſions of Ireland, while, they cement 
the connection, which it is equally eſſential to both countries to 
ſtrengthen. 

Mr. JONES would not follow the honourable gentleman through 
all the mazes and windings of his metaphorical confuſion. He 
ſaw no neceſſity for bringing forward this meaſure. He had al. 
ready declared it to be his opinion, that the Rebellion in Ireland 
ought not to be contidered as ſuppretied while there was a man in 
arms in the country againtt the Government; but inſtead of cruſh- 
ing the Rebellion, the meaſure which was now ſuggeſted would 
have the very oppoſite tendency. It would promote the diftrac- 
tions of the country, and extend that ſyſtem of horrible rapine 
which unhappily had too long prevailed. Something had been faid 
about French meaſures and French practices. To theſe it was 
well known he was no friend; and he could not help ſaying, that 
the preſent meaſure appeared to him to poſſeſs all the characteriſtic 
marks of French fraternity. He muſt beg pardon of the Houſe tor 
detaining them. Perhaps a few plain things, ſuch as he could fay, 
would not be very agreeable after the fine ſpeech of the honoura- 
ble gentleman; but he hoped he ſhould be indulged with the liberty 
of making a few obſervations. "The honourable gentleman had 
acknowledged that the Iriſh Parliament ſuppreſſed the late Rebellion 
—Nnow, if the Iriſh Parliament was capable of this, why disfran- 
chiſe that Parliament? Why ſay, you ſhall fit no longer; but 
you may ſend 100 Members here? Was it likely that ſuch a 
repreſentation could manage the affairs of Ireland better than its 
own Parliament? The next point he ſhould take notice of was, 
what has been ſaid about military coercion, He was far from ſup- 
poſing that troops were ſent to Ireland for the purpoſe of over-awing 
the deliberations of the Parliament of the country ; but certainly 
while they were there, they might be conſidered as having the eflect 
of an intimidation with regard to the people at large. Indeed, 
whether a Union was a good or bad meaſure, the preſent & as 2 


moſt unfavourable moment for propoſing it; and being firmly of ts 


opinion, he felt it his duty to ſupport the amendment. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN faid, the honourable gentleman (Mr. Can- 
ning) had made a very eloquent ſpeech, which he confeſſed he had 
heard with much ſatisfaction, becauſe it applied fo little to the queſ- 
tion. Much had been faid with regard to his determination to ſhut 
his ears to the King's meſſage, and to go into no inquiry upon the 
ſtate of Ireland. He had not ſtated that the Iriſh Parliament deli- 
berated under intimidation ; but he had ſaid that there was a kind 
of negative intimidation, while ſo great a military force cxiſted in the 
country; and that Ireland was placed in a ſituation in which ſhe 
could not help herſclf. Offence had been taken at the term French 
Incorporation, and it was ſaid that the countries which the French 
compelled to unite with them, were not admitted to the participa- 
tion of ſuch advantages as Ireland would be with Great Britain ; 
but the queſtion was not a compariſon of bleſſings, but of the mode 
in which the meaſure was to be carried into effect; would it be 
aid that this country was to compel Ireland to agree to an Union, 
becauſe we were certain that it was for her advantage? He ſhould 
ſtill contend that the influence uſed by Government in diſmiſſing 
perſons who held public ſituations from the ſervice of the public, 
was an intimidation which would operate powerfully over the 
country. While ſuch conduct was adopted, the inference was 
plain, that the meaſure could not be fairly and impartially conſi- 
dered ; and that if it were carried, it would prove the foundation 
of future diſcord and contention. | 

Mr. CANNING ſpoke in explanation. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid —Sir, after the inclination which 
has been manifeſted by the Houſe to come to a decifion on the 
queſtion before them, I ſhould feel it my duty to offer ſome apo- 
logy for riſing to delay that deciſion, but as ſome difference of opi- 
nion is likely to take place in the minds of gentlemen, and the 
point under confideration is ſo intimately connected with the ſafety 
and proſperity of the Britiſh empire, though I do not think it ne- 
ceſſary to enter fully into the important details which the ſubject 
naturally ſuggeſts, I cannot paſs over with indifference ſeveral to- 
pics which have been alluded to in the courſe of the honourable 
gentleman's ſpeech. The honourable gentleman, in bring forward 
his amendment, has appeared to me to furniſh but one argument 
in ſupport of the concluſion which he labours to eſtabliſh, namely, 
that there is no power which can make the reſult of the deliberation 
for adjuſting the reciprocal intereſts of both countries effectual. He 
bas taken upon himſelf the taſk of denying to the Parliament of 
either kingdom the right of incorporating one country with another. 
With reſpe& to the publication which he has undertaken to refute, 
Vol. VII. 4 1 1 
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that is a ſubject to which the Houſe cannot attend; but how does 
the honourable gentleman's denial of the right of the Parliaments of 
both kingdoms ſtand? If the Parliament of Ireland has no right 
to incorporate itſelf with the Legiſlature of this country, without the 
| ſenſe of the people of Ireland, as little has the Parliament of Great 
Britain a right to follow the ſame meaſure with that of Ireland, as 
little had the Parliament of Scotland a right to agree to the terms of 
the Union which had been effected, as little had the Parliament of 
England a right to ratity that Union, under which England has ſo 
eminently flouriſhed, under which our laws and liberties have prof. 
pered, have been extended and confirmed, in defiance of every 
check and obſtacle ; under which Great Britain has increaſed in 
opulence, in power, and glory, and has become at once the admi- 
ration and envy of the world. If there be any truth, or any con- 
ſiſtency in the honourable gentleman's denial of the right which he 
challenges, then all the ſolid and beneficial eſtabliſhments which 
have been carried into effect ſinee the period of the Union, muſt 
give way and fall to the ground. Even the honourable gentleman 
would, according to his own argument, ſtand here unauthoriſed, 
unqualified to deliver his ſentiments in this Houſe. For it ve 
admit his poſition to be juſt, it evidently follows, that there is no 
one act which has been performed by us for theſe 90 years paſt, in 
which we have aQted legitimately and conſtitutionally ; and, in 
fact, we could not at this moment fit here as a legiſlative body. I 
cannot deviſe by what means, or by what ingenious reſources, the 
honourable gentleman can ſupport his ſtatement, and it fecrns that 
his allies arc hitherto unknown. I have, however, learned from 
the newſpapers, that the honourable gentleman has at leaſt one ally 
in his very extraordinary propoſition. A certain perſon has pub- 
licly declared, that every citizen of boch countries ſhould come 
forward and deliver his opinion on the preſent occaſion ; and that 
without the ſenſe of the aggregate bodies of the kingdom, the Par. 
liament of Great Britain could not diſcuſs nor: determine the preſent 
momentous queſiion. According to this plan, which appears to 
coincide with the ſentiments of the honourable gentleman, every 
citizen was to ſtand forth with his reaſons, and vote in numerical 
progreſſion, and the Legiſlature were, in the mean time, patient!y 
to wait ſor the reſult of the whole. If we are to go back to the 
elements of Jacobiniſm, I muſt admit the argument of the honout- 
able gentleman to be juſt ; and we are conſequently no longer a Par- 
liament. But I muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, that I am perſuaded 
he entertains no ſuch opinion ; and if he does not, there is of courſe 
an end to that topic. With reſpe& to the competence of Parlia- 
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ment to carry the meaſure into effect, there does not exiſt a doubt; 
and if the competence of either or both Parliaments be fully ad- 
mitted, let us ſee how ſtands the queſtion in your hands, as well 
as the amendment of the honourable gentleman. He complains, 
Sir, that the addreſs of thanks to His Majeſty was moved by my 
right honourable friend near me, and feconded by me as a matter 
of courſe. But why did we purſue that condut? Was it becauſe 
we were not aware of the difficulties atrending it ; becauſe we were 
not appriſed of the indiſpenſable neceſſity of mature and minute in- 
veſtigation? No, Sir! but becauſe we did not think it right to 
agitate a queſtion of ſuch tranſcendent importance on the bare men- 
tion of it; becauſe we conceived that it would be premature to 
bring forward for diſcuſſion, a topic, the outlines of which were un- 
known ; becauſe we could not, conſiſtently with our duties to the 
public, agree to ſubmit to conſideration, a ſubje ſo deeply intereſt- 
ing in its relation and operations, until it was ſtated fairly and 
openly, in all its various details, to the Houſe. But the honoura- 
ble gentleman has gone farther, and talked of a wiſh to carry it by 
ſurpriſe. I do not heſitate to ſay, that if any blame be imputable 
to us, it is that of having ated with too much caution. It has 
been diſtinctly recommended from the Throne, to adopt ſuch falu- 
tary meaſures as might improve and perpetuate a connection eſſen- 
tial to the common ſecurity and intereſts of both countries. We only 
ſtated, in conformity to that communication, the time of laying be- 
fore the Houſe the materials neceflary for forming an opinion, and 
added, that a proper interval would take place before we took the 
ſenſe of Parliament. I certainty thought that the honourable gen- 
leman would have candidly allowed the fairneſs of our conduct, and 
have done juſtice to our deſire, ſo clearly aſcertained, of treating the 
ſubjet with all the importance and deliberation to which it is ſo 
peculiarly entitled. In ſhort, the queſtion now is, ſhall we, after 
the expiration of a proper interval, diſcuſs and come to a determi- 
nation upon the ſubject ; or ſhall we in the firſt inſtance, and in the 
mere outſet of the buſineſs, without taking a juſt review of the con- 
iderations on both ſides, without entcring into the effential points 
that are connected with, and muſt influence our decifion, poſitively 
Keclare, that the meaſure is either unneceſſary to the ſecurity and 
bappineſs of Ireland, or ſo impracticable in its operation, as to pre- 
zent any hopes of realizing it? With regard to the amendment, 

(hall ſay a few words preſently. It is enough for us ts ſay, we 
bring forward a propoſition in our opinion ſuitable to the preſent 
ſte of Ireland. Woe do no more. We do not aſk for immediate 
| Wſcuſſion, But, Sir, what is the honourable gentleman's condu& ? 
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He ſays, without confidering the ſubje& in any point of view as it 
relates to this country or to Ireland, “ will enter upon no in- 
quiry whatever.” Now, Sir, he is bound, according to this ſyſtem, 
of acting, to make out to our conviction, either that the ſtate of 
Ireland is ſo completely ſatisfaclory, that we may repoſe with fafety, 
and that, conſequently the propoſed arrangement is ſuperfluous, or 
it is incumbent on him to point out ſome other mode of a more ſalu- 
tary and more efficacious nature. Has he then, I am authoriſed to 
demand, made out any ſuch caſe? I anſwer, no! Does Ireland 
ſtand in need of a remedy * I have heard nothing but complaints 
of the miſerable and diſtreſſed fituation of Ireland from the ho- 
nourable gentleman and his party for a long time paſt. They have 
reiterated and ſtudiouſly expatiated upon the wretched condition to 
which that countty was reduced : they have bitterly inveighed 
againſt the miſtakes and errors of its Government ; they have de- 
ſcribed in the moſt alarming terms the horrors which it was con- 
demned to ſaffer; they have anxiouſly ſtarted difficulties and raiſed 
objections againſt every word that went to extenuate the painful diſ- 
treſſes which they related. What has the honourable gentleman 
ſcen in the condition of Ireland fince that day, to cauſe ſo material 
an alteration in his opinion? What has he diſcovered fince that 
day to induce him to retract his declarations, and impreſs him with 
a conviction that Ireland is ſo ſecure, ſo happy, and ſo proſperous, 
as to render every kind of remedy unneceflary * He has ſeen a 
Rebellion raging. with inveterate fury, and aiming a deadly blow at 
the connection between that country and Great Britain. He has 
ſeen that Rebellion cruſhed, and the Government of Ireland left 
ſanding in ſecurity. The honourable gentleman ſeems to forget 
that he found no difficulty then in blaming the Parliament of Ire- 
land, yet he comes forward now, and is as profuſe of his praiſe on 
it, as he was before laviſh in his cenſures. He cannot, therefore, 
have ſeen anv thing ſince that period to juſtify this extraordinary 
and unaccountable dercliQion of ſentiment. The evils and calami- 
tics with which Ireland is afflicted lie deep in the ſituation of the 
country. They are to be attributed to the manners of its inhabi- 
tants, to the ſtate of ſociety, to the habits of the people at large, t 
the unequal diſtribution of property, to the want of civilized inter- 
courſe, to the jarring diſcord of party, and above all, to the preju- 
dices of religious ſeas. The honourable gentleman ſays, we can. 
not cure them all in a day. If they could be cured fo, they might 
be cured by the Parliament of Ireland, by Parliamentary Reform, 
or Catholic Emancipation. But if the deplorable fituation of the 
country can only be cured by gradual, ſober, and diſpaſſionate im- 
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provement and civilization ; if much of it that is unjuſtly com- 
plained of can only be remedied by the circulation of capital, by 
the ſocial intercourſe naturally flowing from improved trade and 
commerce, by the diffuſion of ſocial habits, by the diſcrimination 
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ol liberal ſentiment, by removing party diſtractions, by ſuppreſſing 


ious aſſociations, by allaying hereditary feuds ſubſiſting between 
two nations living in the ſame iſland, and by the extinion* of re- 
ligious prejudices, we muſt look to it in the proviſions of an inde- 
pendent Legiſlature removed from the immediate ſcat of theſe evils, 
which ſhall not be partial to either party, but the fair arbiter and 
kind parent of both ; which ſhall not be liable to local influence, 
nor be ſubje& to popular incitement, and which ſhall be fully com- 


petent to make head againſt the lawleſs inroads of deſtructi ve inno- 


vation and anarchy. Where then, Sir, is this gradual and effec- 
wal remedy to be found, while the Legiſlature remains in that 
country, and muſt, from the parts which compoſe it, partake of the 
ſpirit of either party? If, therefore, the honourable gentleman 
looks to Ireland for a Legiſlature calculated to apply a radical cure 
to the calamities which are manifeſt, he will not find it there. If he 
looks to the imperfection of the Conſtitution of Ireland as I admit, 


does he contend that the Parliament of Ireland is as well adapted 
to have that degree of connection and Union with the great maſs 


of the people as the Parliament of Great Britain? Will he ſeriouſly 
maintain that the deſired remedy is to be hazarded in that country? 
The wildeſt ſpeculation, the moſt extravagant flight of modern poli- 
tical theory in all its new-fangled doctrines, attempted in any other 
country, would be more likely to be crowned. with ſucceſs, and 
more reconcileable to reaſon than ſuch a propoſition. It would upon 
every principle of common ſenſe be ſuperior to it. I do not deny 


that even the deformed reſemblance of the Britiſh Conſtitution is 


ſuperior to any proceeding from the new ſyſtem ; but the imperfec- 
tion of the Triſh Conſtitution is admitted, and to that muſt be added 
the complicated grievances and defects in the ſtate of the country 
at large. With reſpect to the want of a diffuſion of property, to 
the extraordinary diſparity of rank, and to the ſcanty means of ſocial 
improvement, all producing in a proportionate degree miſery in one 


extreme and oppreſſion in the other, how can theſe grievances be 


remedied but by a cloſer connection with Great Britain, which is 
ſuperior to every other nation in every thing that conſtitutes the in- 
dependence, wealth, and civilization of a ſtate? The ſituation 
Ireland muſt alſo be remedied by the influx of capital and the 
arculation of wealth, and whence are theſe neceſſary ingredients to 
be ſupplied but by aſſimilating it with Great Britain, which enjoys 
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a portion of praQtical bleſſings ſuperior to any other country in the 
world? Tf theſe ſtatements be correct, I am authorized in main. 
taining, that according to the principles advanced by the honourable 
gentleman himſelf, nothing can tend more completely to redreſs the 


unhappy and diſtracted ſtate of Ireland, than uniting, blending, ang | 


conſolidating its intereſts and views with thoſe of Great Britain, 
Therefore, Sir, upon the honourable gentleman's principles it is not 


only a meaſure worthy of conſideration, but a ſpecific remedy for 


the ſpecitic evils of which he complains. He does not ſeruple to 
tell us, and withes Parliament to record, that the final adjuſtment 
with Ireland in 1782, has been found incompetent to fettle every 
difference; and he told us yeſterday, that he wiſhed to perpetuate 
the connection between Great Britain and Ireland; but I am nat 
content with ſaying, that the «onnection ſhall be perpetuated, and 
that Ireland ſhall form a part of the Britiſh empire, but J wiſh ſhe 
ſhould participate in all the bleſſings, enjoy her juſt ſhare of all the 
diſtinguiſhed happineſs of every part of the Britiſh empire, and con- 
ſolidate the ſtrength and energy of the whole. I do not merely fay 


let Ireland be united, let her be blended with us, but let her partake 


of every ſolid benefit, of every eminent advantage that can reſult 
from ſuch an incorporation. 


pire at large. 


moſt fatal conſequences to both kingdoms. 


wiſhed the connection might be drawn cloſer. 


tual and permanent. 


[Commoxs, | 


The queſtion then is, how are theſe 
great objects to be obtained; when the connection with Trelard 
was ſomething more than a name, when that connection was aſcer— 
tained, and the Imperial Parliament of this country exerciled a ſu- 
premacy over Ireland, it cid happen that during that period the nar- 
row policy of Great Britain, influenced with views of trade and 
commercial advantages, tainted and perverted with ſelfiſh motives, 
treated Ireland with partiality and neglect, and never looked upon 
her growth and proſperity as the growth and proſperity of the em- 
I reprobated, as much as the honourable gentleman 
that narrow-minded policy as miſchicvous and pregnant with the 
Thus a ſyſtem radi- 
cally defective exiſted, but another was ſubſtituted in its place. One 
branch, that of the Exccutive Power, was left the fame in both 
countries; but there were alſo left two independent Parliaments 
without any permanent tic between them, and that at a time when 
every honeſt Engliſhman and every honeſt Iriſhman fincerely 
The countries were 
left in a ſituation of intimacy which the breath of accident might at 
all times deſtroy. They were liable to be ſeparated by a thouſand 
accidents, which no human forefight or wiſdom could prevent. It 
is now the duty of both Legiſlatures to render their happineſs mu- 
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Jam now, Sir, about to notice that which has been alluded to 
by the honourable gentleman as a final adjuſtment ; and I can un- 
dertake to ſtate, that this final adjuſtment was made under the pre- 
tence of redreſſing exiſting grievances, without looking to future 
conſequences, or taking a general and neceſſary view of eireum- 
ſances—it was dictated by the ſpirit of momentary popularity, and 
was not founded in the folid intereſts of the country, Having cre- 
ated two diſtin Parliaments equally able and competent to decide 
and dictate on queſtions of peace and war, on all points of trade 
and commerce—it left them as divided in all material points, 
about which nations may conteſt, as any two Powers on the Conti- 
nent. That ſuch was the iſſue of that arrangement cannot now be 
denied, and J can therefore maintain, without incurring the riſque 
of eontradiction, that there is no reaſon whatever for calling it a 
final adjuſtment. Such, however, was the boaſted achievement of 
the great patriots who took the lead in the emancipation of Ireland. 
The fabric which they had raiſed was popular ; but the very men 
who raiſed it knew it was not ſound. They looked at their work, 
and they ſaw that it was imperfect. One of theſe great patriots 
was gratified with a large donation from his country, and the other 
was celebrated in the publications of the day. When the act was 
palſed, which gave independance to Ireland, I think it neceſſary to 
obſerve, that it was accompanied by a refolution which contained 
a nlutary proviſion. The reſolution ſtated, that it was the opi- 
non of the Houſe, that the connection between both kingdoms 
ſhould be conſolidated by future meaſures or regulations founded 


upon the baſis of mutual conſent. The following Extracts were 
rad from the Journals of the Houſe. 


r > eta 


MESSAGE PRESENTED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BY 


MR. FOX, SECRETARY OF STATE, ON THE OTH OF APRIL, 
1782, 1 


© GEORGE R. 


“Hi Majeſiy being concerned to find that diſcontents and jealoufies 
we prevailing among his loyal ſubects in Ireland, upon matters of 
beat werght and importance, earneſtly recommends to this Houſe, tz 
ale the fame into their moſt ſerious conſideration, in order tg ſuch a 
Ling] adjuſtment as may give mutual ſati faction to both kingdoms. 


8 * 


n 


- 11 ” q [Ot - 
D * m. rem J 1 on FW "I - 1 5 _ 
: "2 p 1 K po - — 5 — — — 
8 x ES . — . "IS ** — = - 

* 8 — TS Pa . a — ” - — : —I* — A 

OTE 8 . der $ = tc — — i: 1 
2 . - tho” > = = - — Ky 2 — 
4: — 4 20 ——̃ ͤU—n * — — 3 — — a — * x : 2 
- ——— 5 * _— - L — os PX * ——— —— 

1 _ * 9 _—_ . * ee 
"nd . n — * = fs 9 Bey — — 9 — 
K Sc wo — oo CES == — T2; 2 . 5 — — — = =—V SI. 6 
— — + — — — > — — 


Þ4 4 - - OY 
- 4 2. 2 = 
AYE I, — 


—_—_ 


148 7 

4 i} 
2 
— 

54 
15 

+3 4 
8 © 
9 
9 
7 # 
[5 27 1 

9 
4 
4 ? 
A 

1 
7 
{ag 
$3.5 
ve. 

KN. 
{| #44 
iy y 

$ 
. 
14 

- 145 
[ 

ME 134 

1 

1 
149 
Fi 
'% 
| 
1 
few? 

P 
4 . 
A. : 
8 

4 4 

1 77 5 

3 

f 13 

4 

[ X. 

5 4 
6 tl 
HR 

- It 

iT if 

oF ©: iP 

N. 

5 
* 

9 $ 

a 11 

1 
1 
1 

10 
7 
bs 
| 
1 
14 

2 y 

+ % 

: 

li 
G 


paw Abe 
- * = 
| —ů—j—ç—— 
— * —— 4 = ge IS 


© 2Y 
WAY 
1 
2 
4 
33 
1 
. 
1 L 
£3 
* 
» 
KIB 
7 7 BY 
23 
£ by 
' 2 
1 
7 


616 PARLIAMENTARY 


[Commoxg, 


1/t May, 1782. 

Mr. Secretary Fox preſented to the Houſe, by His Majesty; 
command, Os | 

Copy of the meſſage to the Houſes of Lords and Commons in 
Ireland, from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, delivered 
the 16th of April, 1782: and alſo, 

Copy of a reſolution of the Houſe of Lords in Ireland, Mer. 
curii, 17 die Aprilis, 1782: and alſo, 

Copy of a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons in Ireland, 
Martis, 16* die Aprilis, 1782. 

And the titles of the ſaid copies were read. 

The ſaid copies are as follow, viz. 


Cepy of the Meſſage to the Houſes of Lords and Commons in Irelaul, 
from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, delivered the 106th of Axl, 
1782. | 


PoRTLANPD, 


I have it in command from His Majeſty to inform this Houſe, that 
His Majeſty being concerned to find that diſcontents and jealouſte 
are prevailing among his loyal ſubjects of this country, upon mat. 
ters of great weight and importance, His Majeſty recommends to 
this Houſe to take the ſame into their moſt ſerious conſideration, in 
order to ſuch a final adjuſtment as may give mutual fatisfa&tion to 


his kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. 
P. 


Copy of a Reſelution of the H.-iſe of Lords in Ireland, Mercr, 
| I7* die Aprilis, 1782. 


Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
aſſembled, nemine diſſentiente, That an humble addreſs be p: cſented 
to His Majeſty, to return him our thanks for the moſt gracious mel- 
ſage ſent to this Houſe by His Majeſty's command, through ti 
medium of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and to aſſure him d 
our moſt unſhaken loyalty and-attachment to His Majeſty's perk 
and government, and of the lively ſenſe we entertain of his paterra 
care of his people in Ireland, in thus inquiring into the diſconten? 
and jealouſies that ſubſiſt amongſt them, in order to ſuch final ad 


juſtment as may give mutual ſatisfaQion to his kingdoms of Great 


Britain and Ireland. ; 

That, thus encouraged by his royal interpoſition, we hal! bee 
leave, with all duty and affection, to lay before His Majeſty d 
cauſe of ſuch diſeontents and jealouſies. 
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Te repreſent to His Majeſty, that his ſubjects of Ireland are 
entitled to a free conſtitution ; that the Imperial Crown of Ireland 
is inſeparably annexed to the Crown of Great Britain, on which 
connection the happineſs of both nations eſſentially depends; but 
that the kingdom of Ireland is a diſtinct dominion, having a Par- 
liament of her own, the ſole Legiſlature thereof. 

That there is no power whatſoever competent to make laws to 
bind this nation, except the -King, Lords, and Commons, of Ire- 
land; upon which excluſive right of legiſlation we conſider the very 
eſſence of our liberties to depend, a right which we claim as the 
birth-right of the people of Ireland, and which we are determined, 
in every ſituation of life, to aſſert and maintain. 

To repreſent to His Majeſty, that we have feen with concern 
certain claims, both of legiſlature and judicature, afferted by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, in an act paſſed in Great Britain in 
the ſixth year of George the Firſt, intituled, © An Act for the 
better ſecuring the Dependancy of Ireland upon the Crown of 
Great Britain :” _— 

That we conceive the faid act, and the powers thereby claimed, 
to be the great and principal cauſes of the diſcontents and jealouſies 
that ſubſiſt in this kingdom : 

To aſſure His Majeſty, that this Houſe conſiders it as a matter 
of conſtitutional right and protection, that all bills which become 
law ſhould receive the approbation of His Majeſty, under the ſeal 
of Great Britain; but we conſider the practice of ſuppreſſing our 
bills in the Council of Ireland, or altering them any where, to be a 
matter which calls for redreſs : 

To repreſent to His Majeſty, that an act intituled, An Act for 
the better Accommodation of His Majeſty's Forces,” being un- 
limited in duration, but which, from the particular circumſtances of 
the times, paſſed into a law, has been the cauſe of much jealouſy and 
diſcontent in this kingdom: 
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ke That we have thought it our duty to lay-before His Majeſty theſe, 
of the principal cauſes of the diſcontents and jealouſies ſubſiſting in 
an this kingdom : . 


That we have the greateſt reliance on His Majeſty's wiſdom, 
ne moſt ſanguine expectations from his virtuous choice of a Chief 
Governor, and the greateſt confidence in the wiſe and conſtitutional 
Council His Majeſty has adopted : 1 

That we have, moreover, a high ſenſe and veneration for the 
Britiſh character, and do therefore conceive, that the proceedings of 
this country, founded as they are in right, and ſupported by conſti- 
tutional liberty, muſt have excited the approbation and eſteem of 
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the Britiſh nation: That we are the more confirmed in this hope, 
inaſmuch as the people of this kingdom have never expreſſed a de. 
ſire to ſnare the freedom of Great Pritain, without at the ſame time 
declaring their determination to ſhare her fate, ſtanding or falling 
with the Britiſh nation. | 
Wm. Watts Gayer Cler. 

Edw. Gayer | 1 
Copy of a Reſolutian of the Fuſe of Cimmons in Ireland, Marti, 

16* die Aprilis, 1782. 


Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, 
to return His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gra. 
cious meſſage to, this Houſe, ſignified by his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant: To aſſure His Majeſty of our unſhaken attachment to His 
Majeſty's perſon and government, and of our lively ſenſe of his pa- 
ternal care, in thus taking the lead to adminiſter content to His 
Majeſty's ſubjeRs of Ireland; that thus encouraged by his royal in- 
terpoſition, we ſhall beg leave, with all duty and affection, to lay 
before His Majeſty the cauſes of our diſcontents and jcalouſies: 
To aſſure His Majeſty, that his ſubjects of Ireland are a free 
people; that the Crown of Ireland is an Imperial Crown, inſepa- 
rably annexcd to the Crown of Great Britain, on which conteddion 
the intereſts and happineſs of both nations eſſentially depend; but 
that the kingdom of Ireland is a diſtinct kingdom, with a Par- 
liament of her own, the ſole Legiſlature thercof; that there ts no 
body of men competent to make Jaws to bind this nation, except the 
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, nor any other Parliament 
which hath any authority, or power of any fort whatſoever, in this 
country, fave only the Parliament of Ireland: To affure His Ma. 
jeſty, that we humbly conceive, that in this right the very effence of 
our liberties exiſt; a right which we, on the part of all the people 
of Ireland, do claim as their birth-right, and which we cannot yield 
but with our lives: To aſſure His Majeſty, that we have ſeen with 
concern certain claims advanced by the Parliament of Great Britain, 


in an act, intituled, © An Act for the better ſecuring the Depen- 


dancy of Ireland; an act containing matter entirely irreconcilcable 
to the fundamental rights of this nation; that we conſider this ad, 
and the claims it advances, to be the great and principle cauſe of the 
diſcontents and jealouſies in this kingdom: To aſſure His Mzjelty, 
that His Majeſty's Commons of Ireland do moſt ſincerely wiſh, tat 


All bills which become law in Ireland ſhould receive the approbe- 
tion of His Majeſty, under the ſeal of Great Britain; but that Je 
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we do conſider the praQice of ſuppreſſing our bills in the Council of 
Ireland, or altering the ſame any where, to be another juſt cauſe of 
diſcontent and jealouſy : To aſſure His Majeſty, that an act, inti- 
tuled, An Act for the better Accommodation of His Majeſty's 
Forces,” being unlimited in duration, and defective in other in- 
ſtances (but paſſed in that ſhape from the particular circumſtances of 
the times) is another juſt cauſe of diſcontent and jealouſy in this 
kingdom : That we have ſubmitted theſe, the principal cauſes of 
the preſent diſcontent and jealouſy in Ireland, and remain in hum- 
ble expectation of redreſs ; that we have the greateſt reliance on 
His Majeſty's wiſdom, the moſt ſanguine expectations from his 
virtuous choice of a Chief Governor, and great confidence in the 
viſe, auſpicious, and conſtitutional Councils which we ſee with 
ſatisfaction His Majeſty has adopted; that we have moreover a 
high ſenſe and veneration for the Britiſh character, and do there- 
fore conceive, that the proceedings of this country, founded as they 
are in right, and tempered by duty, muſt have excited the approba- 
tion and eſteem, inſtead of wounding the pride, of the Britiſh 
nation; and we beg leave to aſſure His Majeſty, that we are the 
more confirmed in this hope, inaſmuch as the people of this king- 
dom have never expreſſed a deſire to ſhare the freedom of England, 
without declaring a determination to ſhare her fate likewiſe, ſtand- 
ing and falling with the Britiſh nation. 


TBO. ELt1s, Cler. Parl. Dem. Com. 


Ordered, That the ſaid copics do lie upon the table, to be peruſed 
by the Members of the Houſe. 


17th May, 1782. 

Reſolved, "That this Houſe will, immediately, reſolve itſelf into 
a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take into confideration His 
Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage, of the gth day of April laſt, rela- 
ive to the ſtate of Ireland. 3 

Ordered, That the ſeveral papers which were preſented to the 
Houſe, by Mr. Secretary Fox, upon the 1 ſt day of this inſtant May, 
be referred to the ſaid Committee. 

That the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the faid Committee. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. | 

Mr. Powys took the chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair. 

Mr. Powys reported from the Committee, that they had come to 
ſeveral reſolutions, which they had directed him to report, when the 
Houſe will pleaſe to receive the ſame. 
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Ordered, That the report be now received. 


Mr. Powys accordingly reported, from the ſaid Committee, the 


reſolutions which the Committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in 2t 
the clerk's table, where the ſame were read, and are as follow, 
viz. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that an aq, 
made in the ſixth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the Firſt, intitled, ( An AQ for the better ſecuring the Dependancy 
of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain,” ought 
to be repealed. - | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is 
indiſpenſable to the intereſts and happineſs of both kingdoms, that 
the connection between them ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by mutual con- 
ſent, upon a ſolid and permanent baſis. 

The ſaid reſolutions, being ſeverally read a ſecond time, were, 
upon the queition ſeverally put thereupon, agrecd to by thc Houſe, 
nemini contradicenti. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for repealing an 
act made in the ſixth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King 
George the Firſt, intituled, An Act for the better ſecuring the 
Dependancy of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great 
Britain ;” and that Mr. Secretary Fox, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. 
Powys, and Lord John Cavendiſh, do prepare and bring in the 
fame. 

Reſolved, That an humble addrefs be preſented to His Majeſty, 
that His Majeſty will be gracioufly pleaſed to take ſuch meaſures as 
His Majeſty in his royal wiſdom thall think moſt conducive to 
the eſtabliſhing, by mutual conſent, the connection between this 
kingdom and the kingdom of Ireland upon a ſolid and permanent 
baſis. . | 

_ Ordered, That the addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, by ſuch 
Members of this Houſe as are of His Majeſty's moſt honourable 
Privy Council, 


22d May, 1792. 


Mr. Secretary Fox reported tq the Houſe, That His Majeſty 
had been attended with the addreſs of this Houſe of Friday lat, 
which His Majeſty had been pleaſed to receive very graciouſly; 
and that His Majcity-had commanded him to acquaint this Houſe, 
that he will immediately take ſuch meaſures as may be moſt 
likely to conduce to the eſtabliſhment of a connection betwet? 
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this kingdom and the kingdom of Ireland upon a ſolid and per- 
manent baſis. 


Mr. Chancellor Pitt then proeceded I have therefore, Sir, the 
authority of that reſolution to prove, that no final adjuſtment was 
chen made, and nothing has been ſince attempted to provide tor that 
defective ſettlement but the partial and inadequate meaſure of the 
Iriſh propoſitions, which were defeated by the perſons who framed 
the reſolution, and who found no ſubſtitute in their room. The 
ans of ſhewing that it was not a final adjuſtment, lies with thoſe who 
framed that refolution—I mean with the honourable gentleman and 
his friends. "The onns lay with the honourable gentleman to ſtate 
what means and what refources he had in lis mind to anſwer the 
pledge given to the country. 
which the Legiſlatures of both kingdoms may differ? Has the 
honourable gentleman forgotten that one caſe did ariſe, and that 
within the ſhort ſpace of tixteen years? With that experience be- 
fore my eyes which we foreſaw, no arguments can at preſent be ne- 
ceflary to ſhew that the poſſible recurrence of ſuch a caſe ſhould be 
precluded. The caſe to which I allude, is one which has been 
noticed by the honourable gentleman, but noticed only to be gloſſed 
over—T mean the Regency. The difference of principle was evi- 
dent, for the Iriſh Parliament decided upon one principle, and the 
Britiſh Parliament upon another. They both led to the appoint- 
ment of the ſame perſon, but that was accidental, for that perſon 
muſt have governed Ireland upon one principle, and England upon 
another. He would have been Regent in one capacity in one 
country, and in a capacity directly the reverſe in the other. It 
therefore followed, that the office might, upon grounds equally juſ- 
tifable, have been veſted in two diſtin& perſons. Will any man, 
with ſo inſtructive an example before his eyes, talk with fincerity 
ot a final adjuſtment? Will any man tells us, that the ſecurity of 
the empire is, in its preſent view, founded on a permanent baſis ? 
In the only war which has taken place ſince the eſtabliſhment of 
Iriſh independence, the queſtion of mutual intereſt has been ſo ex- 
adly the ſame, that I cannot quote any difference of opinion on 
that head, Fortunately, the only great inſtance in which two 
countries could act in oppoſition had not then occurred ; and the 
vcal intereſt of Ireland has, in the preſent war, been ſo intimately 
connected with this kingdom, and her exiſtence and welfare has fo 
much depended upon us, that there is no opportunity of citing a caſe 
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of diſpute between both nations on the great queſtions of peace and 
war. But will the honourable gentleman pretend to maintain, that 
when the habit of diſcuſſing the foreign relations of the empire ſhall 
take place, the Parliament of Ireland, may not, as it might naty. 
rally think itſelf entitled to do, proceed to inquire into treaties and 
alliances * —On a ſuppoſed difference of local intereſt, will the 
honourable gentleman tell me, it is impoſſible that the Parliament 
of Ireland ſhould take one ſtep in giving advice to the Sovereign, 
If, in the preſent 
conteſt, the Oppoſition were to have as much influence in Ireland 
as they formerly poticſied, a vote for peace might be paſſed, and the 
efforts of Great Britair paralized. Will the honourablegentleman 
tell me, that the Parliament of Ireland might not, in fuch a caſe, 
neutralize its ports, prevent the raiſing of recruits for the army and 
navy, and ſtrike a fatal blow at the power, and endanger the ex- 
iſtence of the empire? Let any man maturely reflect on the dan- 
gers that may poſſibly reſult from the preſent ſituation of both coun- 
tries, and he will tremble at the perils to which they are expoſed, 
Even with regard to the conteſt in which we are now ſtruggling for 
the deareſt and moſt valuable conſiderations, is there not ground for 
juſt alarm? It is true, that the influence of the Oppoſition party 
in Ireland has been leſs predominant than ever. The influence of 
the great Patriot is extinct in Ireland, nearly in the ſame way that 
the reputation of the other great patriots here in England has ex- 
pircd. But if we wiſh to render the connection perpetual, and to 
make the ties indifloluble, ſhall we do our duty to either country if 
we neglect to bring forward this propoſition? I have, Sir, been 
arguing to provide for the proſperity and ſafety of Ireland, and to 
remedy the miſerable imperfeQions of the arrangement made in 
1782. But how does it ſtand at preſent? The ſituation of the 
country is, indeed, deplorable. Rent by party diſtraction, torn by 
the diviſion of ſects, ſubject to the revival of inflamed hoſtility, a 
prey to the hercditary animoſity of the old Triſh and Engliſh ſettlers, 
the ſcene of conſtant prejudices proceeding fom ſuperſtition and ig- 
Add, Sir, to this true colouring, the infuſion of the lait 
deadly poifon, Jacobiniſm, and they will altogether produce a pie- 
ture of the moſt horrible kind. There we may clearly difiinguiſh 
a miſerable ſtate of ccaſeleſs contention, of perpetual diftraciion, of 
the moſt rooted animoſity, which, however great the exertions of the 
Legiſlature of Ireland may be, and I heartily give them. all the 
praiſe which they have received from the tardy panegyric of the ho- 
nourable gentleman, they can never ſucceed in removing. Theſe 
eondcrations, without entering into any minute details, which, 3 
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] have before obſerved, are, in this ſtage of the buſineſs, unneceſſary, 
are, I truſt, ſufficient to induce the Houſe to agree to the inveſtiga- 
tion of means that may be deemed adequate to eſtabliſh the internal 
tranquillity of that country, add to the ſtore of our common re- 
ſources, and conſolidate and ſtrengthen the general intereſts of the 
empire. If any inſtitution be inadequate to provide an effectual 
remedy for theſe evils, it is, Sir, I do not hefitate to fay, the Iriſh 
Legiſlature ; not from any defect of intention, not from any want of 
talent, but from its own nature; and it is, and muſt be, incapable 
of reſtoring the internal happineſs of the country, and fixing the 
proſperity of the people on a firm and permanent baſis, as long as 
the preſent ſtate of that kingdom, with reſpect to its relation to 
Great Britain, continues. That Legiſlature, formed as it is, muſt 
continue ever radically defective. I have, Sir, ſpoken an honeſt 
and a fair opinion. I have not been deterred from it by any appre- 
henſion that it may not prove acceptable to any ſet of men on this 
or on the other ſide of the water ; but there is no circumſtance of 
probable difficulty, no idea of the loſs of popularity, no perſonal con- 
lderation, however weighty, can prevent me from uſing every exer- 
tion and every effort in my power to accompliſh a meaſure which, 
in my firm conviction, directly tends to promote the happineſs of the 
people of Ireland, to eſtabliſh the mutual relations of both coun- 
tries on the moſt ſolid and advantageous bats, and to conſolidate, 
in the moſt permanent manner, the genuine intereſts of the Britiſh 
empire. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he ſhould trouble the Houſe for only a 
few moments, in which he would endeavour to ſet the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Pitt) right with regard to ſome points upon 
which he ſeemed to have entirely miſunderſtood him. The right 


= 


e honourable gentleman had aſſerted, that he had given an unqualified 
y opinion that the Parliament of Ircland was not competent to agree 
a to an Union between the two kingdoms, and inſinuated that he en- 
55 tertained ſentiments on this ſubje& which he had not choſen to ex- 
5 pres. What right had the right honourable gentleman to ſay that 
it he ſpoke not what he thought, or that he had in his heart ſenti- 
” ments which he durſt not ſpeak in that Houſe? He thought the 
h right honourable gentleman had known him too long and too well 
of to make an inſinuation of this kirid ; but he did not give that un- 
he qualißed opinion which was attributed to him. He had merely la- 
he mented that he was to be put into a dilemma when he ſhould be 
0- obliged to decide upon that delicate queſtion : when the time came, 
ſe Wever, that he muſt give his opinion, he would not ſhrink from 
as &claring it. With regard to the reſolution of the Houſe to which 
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the right honourable gentleman had referred, he had one obſervation 
to make. He muſt know, that a propoſition to conſolidate the con. 
neQion between the two countries upon a baſis agreeable to both, 
could net mean the reſeinding the independance of Ireland. Was 
it to be believed, that his honourable friend (Mr. Fox) had ſuch an 
object in view? This was a charge which had been often brought 
forward, but which never was made without being anſwered. The 
inlinuation that had been thrown out, that his honourable friend hag 
now no authority, was not the molt decent: he pretended to ng 
power, but he poſſeited an influence of which he could not be deprived, 
tne moſt honourable of all influence, ariſing from the gratitude ang 
the reſpect of every independant mind in Great Britain. Could it he 
thought that his honourable friend, with all that nobleneſs of nature 
for which he was diſtinguiſhed, thould entertain a ſeeret purpoſe 
contrary to that which he openly avowed ? Such conduct might 
become the crooked policy of ſome men, but it was totally incon- 
ſiſtent with the candour and reQitude which marked all the aRions 
of the great character to whom this alluſion had been made. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that the honourable gentleman 
had ſaid he ought to have known him too well to imagine that he 
entertained any opinion he dared not to ſtate to the Houſe. He be- 
lieved the honourable gentleman had alſo had opportunities of know- 
ing him, and he did not ſuppoſe it would be thought that he would 
retra& any opinion he had intended to convey. He had tated, tha: 
if it was argued that the Parliament of Ireland had no right to de- 
cide upon the queſtion of an Union; the ſame incompetence applied 
to the Parliament of England. This was a conſequence which tu: 
honourable gentleman did not attempt to deny. In reſpe& to the 
reſolution of the Houſe in the year 1782, and the great Stateſman 
who brought it forward, of whom the honourable gentleman hat 
ſpoken in a manner rather extraordinary, but which, as proceeding 
from the warmth of friendſhip, carried with it its excuſe. Wi 
regard to that reſolution, it had been ſaid it was impoſſible that 
great Stateſman could bring forward a propoſition different from 
what he really wiſhed to be carried into effect. Upon this be 
ſhould only obſerve, that he had had frequent opportunities of di. 
euſſing that point in the preſence of the honourable gentleman al 
juded to, and on all theſe occafions he was fully as ill ſatisficd with 
the anſwer he had obtained from him, as he was with that which he 
had now received. He certainly could not ſuppoſe that honourable 
gentleman intended to take away the independance of Ireland, but 
from the words of the reſolution he had a right to preſume that i 
was not meant to leave the connection between the two countrie 
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exactly as it was, and that conſequently the meaſures then adopted 
could not be conſidered as an arrangement which was never to be 
altered. It was impoſſible for him to know what was intended; 
but though there might be no deſign of changing the form, or abridg- 
ing the independance of the Legiſlature of Ireland, it was evident 
there was ſome ulterior meaſure in contemplation, and therefore the 


argument ſo much urged, of a ſinal adjuſtment having been made 


muſt fall to the ground. Having brought the queſtion to this 
point, he ſhould leave it there, and would not detain the Houſe any 
tarther. | 

Mr. MARTIN thought, that if upori the future diſcuſſion of 
the ſubje& before the Houſe, it ſhould appear that a Union with Ire- 
land was a meaſure which would contribute to the advantage cf both 
countries, it ought to be agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan withdrew his amendment, and the original motion 
was put and carried. | 

The papers brought down by Mr. Secretary Dundas were or- 
dered to be referred to a Sele&t Committee, which was ordered to be 
balloted for to-morrow. 


Thurſday, January 24. 


Mr. Secretary DUN DAs moved, that the Houſe do proceed to 
ballot for a Secret Committee to confider of the papers relative to 
certain ſuppoſed conſpiracies, &c. delivered veſterday to the Houſe. 
The Houſe proceeded to ballot accordingly, and the following 
thirteen names were returned for the Committee: 


The right honourable William Pitt, 

The right honourable Henry Dundas, 

The right honourable Lord Hawkeſbury, 

Edward Wilbraham Bootle; Eſq. 

Charles Yorke, Eſq. 

I”ac Hawkins Browne, Eſq. . > 
The right honourable the Maſter of the Rolls (Sir R. P. Arden), 
Mr. Attorney General (Sir John Scott}, 
Mr. Solicitor General (Sir John Mitford), 

The honourable Spencer Percival, 

The right honourable Dudley Ryder, 

Rowland Burdon, Eh : 

The Lord Mayor of London (Sir R. Carr Glyn). 
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The foregoing Committce to have full power to call for per-. 


fons, papers, and records, and to fit notwithſtanding any adjaurn. 


ment of the Houſe. 
The Houſe then adjourned to Thurſday the 31 inſtant. 


T hurſday, Fanuary 31. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS delivered the copy of a letter from 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to his Grace the 
Duke of Portland, dated 29th November, 1798, including the 
meſſage ſent by his Excellency to both Houſes of Parliament, with 
their addreſſes in conſequence thereof; and allo the reports of the 
Secret Committees of both Houſes of Parliament in Ircland. 
The titles of the papers being read, Mr. Secretary Dundas moved 
that they ſhould be referred to the Committee of Secrecy appointed 
on "Thurſday laſt, which was ordered. 

Te order of the day being rcad for taking His Majeſty's meſ- 
ſage into conſideration, the fame was read by Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT then roſe, and ſpoke as follows:. — 
Sir, when I propoſed to the Houſe, the laſt time this ſubject was 
before them, to fix this day for the tarther conſideration of His Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage, I certainly indulged the hope that the reſult « a 
ſimilar communication to the Parliament of Ireland would have 
opened a more favourable proſpect, than at preſent exiſts, of the 
ſpeedy accompliſhment of a meaſure which I then ſtated, and which 
I ſtill conſider, to be of the greateſt importance to the power, the 
ſtability, and the general welfare of the empire; to the immediate 
intereſts of both Kingdoms ; and more particularly to the peace, 
the tranquillity, and the ſafety of Ireland: in this hope, I am forty 
to ſay, I have for the preſent been diſappointed, by the proceedings 
of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, of which we have been informed 
ſince this ſubject was laſt under conſideration. 

I feel and know that the Parliament of Ireland poſſeſſes the 
power, the intire competence, on the behalf of that country, alike 
to accept or reje a propoſition of this nature—a power which ] 
am by no mcans inclined to diſpute. I ſee that at the preſent mo- 
ment one Houſe of Parliament in Ireland has expreſſed a repug- 
nance, even to the conſideration of this meaſure. Feeling, Sir, 28 


I have already ſtated, that it is important, not only as it tends to 

the general proſperity of the empire of Great Britain, but (what, 

under every fituation, muſt always be to me an object of the greateſt 

moment) feeling that it was deſigned and calculated to increalc the 
| 1 
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proſperity and enſure the ſafety of Ireland, I muſt have feen with 
the deepeſt regret that, ar the very firſt moment, and before the na- 
ture of the meaſure could be known, it was fo received. 

But whatever may have been my feelings upon this ſubject, 
knowing that it is the undoubted right of the Legiſlature of Ire- 


land to reject or to adopt ſuch meaſures as may appear to them in- 
jurious or beneficial, far be it from me to ſpeak of its determination 


in any other terms but thoſe of reſpect. Let it not, therefore, be 
imagined that I am inclined to preſs any ſentiment, however cal- 
culated it may appear to me to benefit every member of the empire, 
in any manner which may lead to hoſtile diſcuſſion between two 
kingdoms, whoſe mutual happineſs and ſafety depend upon their 
being ſtrictly and cordially united. But while I admit and reſpect 
the rights of the Parliament of Ireland, I feel that, as a Member 
of the Parliament of Great Britain, I alſo have a right to exerciſe, 
and a duty to perform. That duty is to expreſs, as diſtinctly as 
I can, the general nature and outline of the plan, which, in my 
conſcience, I think would tend in the ſtrongeſt manner to enſure the 
latety and the happineſs of both kingdoms. 

While I feel, therefore, that as long as the Houſe of Commons 
of Ireland view the ſubject in the light they do at preſent, there is 
nu chance of its adoption, I do not think that I ought on that ac- 
count to abſtain from ſubmitting it to the conſideration of this Par- 
liament; on the contrary, I think it only the more neceſſary to 
explain diſtinctly the principles of the meaſure, and to ſtate the 
grounds upon which it appears to me to be entitled to the approba- 
tion of the Legiſlature. 

If Parliament, when it is in poſſeſſion of the baſis upon which 
this plan is founded, and of its general outline, ſhould be of opinion 
with me, that it is founded upon fair, juſt, and equitable principles, 
calculated to produce mutual advantages to the two kingdoms—if 
Parliament, I ſay, upon full explanation, and after mature delibera- 
tion, ſhould be of that opinion, I ſhould propoſe that its determina- 
non ſhould remain recorded as that by which the Parliament of 
Great Britain were ready to abide, leaving to the Legiſlature of Ire- 
land to reject or to adopt it hereafter, upon a full conſideration of 
the ſubjeck. | 

There is no man who will deny that in a great queſtion of this 
natute, involving in its objects which, in the firſt inſtance, are more 


likely to be decided upon by paſſion than by judgement ; in a queſ- 


tion in which an honeſt, but, I muſt be allowed to ſay, a miſtaken, 

ſenſe al national pride is ſo likely to operate, that much miſcon- 

druction and miſconception muſt inevitably happen. It therefore 
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becomes the more neceſſary that the intentions of the Government may be 
1 which propoſes the meaſure, and the principles of the meaſure ir. among o 
— 1 ſelf, ſhould be diſtinctly underſtood. But, Sir, in ſtating that in- not to g. 
14 tention and thoſe principles, I look to ſomething more than a mere ſhould 1 
— vindication of Government for having propoſed the meaſure. I de become 
1 entertain a confidence, even under the apparent diſcoura ment of general! 
5 the opinion expreſſed by the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, that this Houſe t 
5 i meaſure is founded upon ſuch clcar, fuch demonſtrable grounds cf I tha 
— utility, is ſo calculated to add to the ſtrength and power of the em- ſtring o. 
4 pire, (in which the ſafety of Ireland is ineluded, and from which it It will & 
1 never can be ſeparated) and is attended with ſo many advantages to lutions 
9 Ireland in particular, that all that can be neceſſary for its ultimate ſhould r 
4 adoption is, that it ſhould be ſtated diſtincly, temperately, and fully, that it i. 
18 and that it ſhould be left to the unprejudiced, the diſpaſſionate, the an imme 
* ſober judgement of the Parliament of Ireland. I wiſh that the: liberate 
1 whoſe intereſts are involved in this meaſure ſhould have time for its to propo 
44 conlideration—T wiſh that time ſhould be given to the landed, to tlie of the pl 
1 mercantile, and manufacturing intereſt, that they ſhould look at it tribute 1 
if 


in all its bearings, and that they ſhould ccolly examine and ſift the exilt, th 


ah A - 


8 2 3 — — 
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Bi popular arguments by which it has been oppoted, and that then they it ſhould 
; 5 ſhould give their deliberate and final judgement. it to His 
1-30 I am the more ancouraged in this hope of the ultimate ſucces of of Irelat 
5 this meaſure, when I fee, notwithſtanding all the prejudices which a meaiun 
(8. it has excited, that barcly more than one half of the Members that ſtate to 
. attended the Houſe of Commons were adverſe to it; and that in the which [ 
+3 other Houſe of Parliament in Ireland, containing, as it foes, 10 jure of t 
"ay large a portion of the property of that kingdom, it was approved of Havit 
1 by a large majority, When J have rraſon to believe that the parſue, 
| | {ſentiments of a large party of the people of that country are favours ſtances, 
i ble to it; and that much of the manufacturing, and of the com- ment, I 
mercial intereſt of Ireland are alrcady ſenitble how much it is cal- rets, th 

culated to promote their advantage, I think, when it is more deli give a ft 

berately examined, and when it is ſeen in what temper it is here AS to 

propoſed and diſcuiſed, thai it will {11 te: winate iir that which can lure is f. 

alone be a fortunate reſult. | former © 

It would be vain indeed to hope that a propofition upon whici opinion. 

prejudices are fo lik-ly to operate, and u Hñich is fo liable to miſcon- perfectly 

ception, ſhould be unanimouſly approved. But the approbation! britain 

hope for is, that of the Parliament of Ireland, and of the intelligent honuural 

part of the public of that country. Tt is with a view to this object on a for 

that I titink it my duty to bring this meaſure- forwarg at preſent; ftated, ir 


not for the ſake of urging its immediate adoption, but that it may be 
known and recorded ; that the intention of the Britiſh Parliament 


the ſtri 
agree wi 
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may be known, in the hope that it will produce ſimilar ſentiments 
among our countrymen in Ireland. With this view, it is my intention 
not to go at preſent into any detailed ſtatement of the plan, becauſe 
ſhould it ultunately be adopted, the minuter parts mult neceffarily 
become the Objects of much diſtin diſcuſſion ; but to give ſuch a 
general ſtatement of the nature of the meaſure as will enable the 
Houſe to form a correct judgement upon it. 

I ſhall therefore, Sir, before I fit down, open to the Houſe a 
ſtring of reſolutions, compriſing the general heads of this plan. 
It will be neceſſary for me, for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing thoſe reſo- 
lutions with regularity and convenience, to move that the Houſe 


ſhould reſolve itfelf into a Committce. And I have already ſtated, 
intention then to preſs the Committee to come to 


that it is not my 
an immediate decinon upon the reſolutions; but if, upon full and de- 
liberate examination the reſolutions which I thail have the honour 
to propoſe, and which contain as much as is neceſſary for an outline 
of the plan, mall be approved, my opinion is, that nothing can con- 
tribute more to obviate any doubts and ditfatisfaction which may 
eniſt, than that Parliament ſhould adopt thoſe reſolutions, and that 
it ſhould then humbly lay them at the foot of the Throne, leaving 
it to His NMlajeſty's wiſdom to communicate them to the Parliament 
of Ireland, whenever circumſtances ſhould appear favourable to ſuch 
a meaiure. I ſhall therefore, Sir, proceed as ſhortly as I can to 
ſlate to the Houſe the nature of the reſolutions, and of the addreſs 
wich I ſhall propoſe to accompany them, if ic ſhould be the plea- 
ure of the Houſe to adopt them. | 

Having now, Sir, explained to the Houſe the mode I mean to 
purſue, and my reaſons for perſiſting, under the preſent circum- 
ances, in ſubmitting this meaſure to the conſideration of Parlia- 
ment, T witl endeavour to ſtate the general grounds on which it 
reit, the general arguments by which it is recommended, and to 
ave a ſhort view of the outline of the plan. . 

As to the general principle upon which the whole of this : mea- 
lure is founded, I am happy to obſerve, from what paſſed upon a 
former occaſion, that there is not a probability of any difference of 
opinion. The general principle, to which both fides of the Houſe 
perfectly acceded, is, that a perpetual connection between Great 
Zritain and Ireland is eſſential to the intereſts of both. The only 


honourable gentleman, who, when. this ſubjeQ was before the Houſe | 


a former day, oppoſed the conſideration of the plan altogether, 
frated, in terms as ſtrong as I could wiſh, the neecſſity of preſerving 
the ſtriteſt eonnection between the two countries. I moſt cordially 
agree with him in that opinion; but I then ſtated, hat T do not 
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barely wiſh for the maintenance of that connection as tending to add 
to the general ſtrength of the empire, but 1 wiſh for the mainte. 
nance of it with a peculiar regard to the local intereſts of Ireland, 
with a regard to every thing that can give to Ireland its due weight 
and importance, as a great member of the empiie. I with for it 
with a view of giving to that country the means of improving all 
its great natural reſources, and of giving it a full participation of 
all thoſe bleſſings which this country ſo eminently enjoys. 
Conſidering the ſubject in this point of view, and aſſuming it as 
2 propoſition not to be controverted, that it is the duty cf thoſe who 
with to promote the intereſt and proſperity of both countries, to 
maintain the ſtrongeſt connection between them, let me aſk, what 
is the ſituation of affairs that has called vs to the diſcuſſion of this 
ſubject? This very connection, the neceſſity of which has been ad- 
mitted on all hands, has been attacked by foreign enemies, and 
by domeſtic traitors. The diſſolution of this connection is the 
great object of the hoſtility of the common enemies of both coun- 
tries; it is almoſt the only remaining hope with which they now 
continue the conteſt. Baffled and defeated as they have hitherto 
been, they ſtill retain the hope, they are ſtill meditating attempts, 
to diflolve that connection. In how many inſtances already the 
defeat of their hoſtile deſigns has been turned to the confirmation 
of our ſtrength and ſecurity, I need not enumerate. God grant tha 
in this inſtance the ſame favour of Divine Providence, which has 
in ſo many inſtances protected this empire, may again interpuſe in 
our favour, and that the attempts of the enemy to ſeparate the tuo 
countries, may tend ultimately to knit them more cloſely together, 
to ſtrengthen a connection, the beſt pledge for the happineſs of both, 
and fo add to that power which forms the chief barrier to the civt- 
lized world, againſt the deſtructive principles, the dangerous pro- 
jects, and the unexampled uſurpation of France. This connection 
has been attacked not only by the avowed enemies of both countrics, 
but by internal treaſon, acting in concert with the detigns of the 
enemy. Internal treaſon, which ingrafted Jacobiniſm on thoſe 
diſcaſes which neceſſarily grew out of the ſtate and condition of 
Ireland. | | | 
Thinking, then, as we all muſt think, that a cloſe conneQion 
with Ireland is eſſential to the intereſts of both countries, and ſeeing 
how much this connection is attacked, let it not be infinuated that 
It is unneceſſary, much leſs improper, at this arduous and impor- 


fant criſis, to ſce whether fume new arrangements, ſome fundamental 


regulations, are not neceſſary, to guard, againſt the threatened dange'- 
Ihe forcign and domeſtie enemics of theſe kingdoms have ſhew!» 
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that they think this the vulnerable point in which we may be moſt 


| ſucceſsfully attacked ; let us derive advantage, if we can, from the 


hoſtility of our enemies let us profit by the deſigns of thoſe who, 
if their conduct diſplays no true wiſdom, at leaſt poſſeſs in an emi- 
nent degree that ſpecies of wiſdom which is calculated tor the pro- 


motion of miſchief. They know upon what footing that connec- 


tion reſts at this moment between the two countries; and they feel 
the moſt ardent hope, that the two Parliaments will be infatuated 
enough not to render their deſigns abortive, by fixing that connection 
upon a more ſolid bats, 

Theſe circumſtances I am ſure will not be denied. And if upon 
other grounds we had any doubt, theſe circumſtances alone ought to 
induce us, deliberately and diſpaſſionately, to review the ſituation 
of the two countries, and to endeavour to find out a proper remedy 
for aa evil, the exiſtence of which is but too apparent. It requires 
but a moment's reflection, for any man who has marked the pro- 
greſs of events, to decide upon the true ſtate and character of this 
conneQion. It is evidently one which does not afford that ſecurity 
which, even in times leſs dangerous and leſs critical than the preſent, 
would have been neceſſary, to enable the empire to avail itſelf of its 
ſtrength and its reſources. | 

When I laſt addreſſed the Houſe on this ſubject, I ſtated that 
the ſettlement, which was made in 1782, ſo far from deſerving 
the name of a final adjuſtment, was one that left the connection be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland expoſed to all the attacks of party, 
and all the effects of accident. That ſettlement conſiſted in the 
demolition of the ſyſtem which before held the two countries toge- 
ther, Let me not be underſtood as expreſſing any regret at the 
termination of that ſyſtem. I diſapproved of it, becauſe I thought 
it was one unworthy the liberality of Great Britain, and injurious 
to the intereſts of Ireland. But to call that a ſyſtem in itſelf to 
call that a glorious fabric of human wiſdom — which is no more 
than the mere demolition of another ſyſtem—is a perverſion of 
terms which, however prevalent of late, can only be the effect of 
groſs miſconception, or of great hypocriſy. 

We boaſt that we have done every thing, when we have merely 
deſtroyed all that before exiſted, without ſubſtituting any thing in 
us place. Such was the final adjuſtment of 178 2; and I can 
prove it to be ſo, not only from the plaineſt reaſoning, but I can 


prove it by the opinion expreſſed by the Britiſh Parliament at that 


ery time. I can prove it by the opinion expreſſed by thoſe very 
Minifters by whom it was propoſed and conducted. I can prove it 
by the opinion of that very Government who boaſt of having. 
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[ Commoxs 


effected a final adjuſtment. I refer, for what I have ſaid, to proofs 
which they will find it very difficult io anſwer I mean their own 
acts, which will plainly ſhew that they were of opinion that a ney 
ſyſtem would be neceſſary. 

But, Sir, I will go farther —I will alſo produce the authority of 
one of thoſe whoſe influence, on the preſent occaſion, has been pe. 
euliarly exerted to prevent the diſeuſſion of the queltion in Ireland 
— of one, of whom I do not with to ſpeak but with reſpect, but for 
whom, nevertheleſs, I ſhould convey an idea of more reſpect than 
I can now feel to be due to him, if I were merely to deſcribe him 
as che perſon who fills the ſame ſituation, in the Houſe of Com. 
mons of Ireland, which you, Sir, hold among us, and of which, on 
all oecaſions, yr diſcharge the duties with a dignity and impartiality 
which reflects ſo much credit on yourſelf, and fo well ſupports the 
character and authority of the Houſe. | 

On a former night, I read an exttad from the Journals, to ſhew 
what was the opinion even of thoſe by whom the final adjuſtment 
was propoſed on that meaſure. It would there apprar, that the 
meſſage was ſent to the Parliament of Ireland, recommending to 
them the adoption of ſome plan for a final adjuſtment between the 
two countries, and wiſhing to know what were the grounds of the 
grievances of which they complained. In anſwer to this metlage, 
the Parliament of Ircland ſtated certain grievances, the principal of 
which was, the power claimed by the Parliament of Great Britain 
of making laws to bind Ireland; but, with reſpect to that part of 
the meſſage which related to the propriety of adopting ſome meaſures 
for a final adjuſtment between the two countries, they were wholly 
filent. This addreſs was laid before the Parliament of Great Bi 
tain, to whom a fimilar meſſage had been previouſly ſent, and on 
that ground was moved the repeal of what was called the Declan- 
tory Act; which motion was aſſented to by the Britiſh Parliament. 
This ſatisfaQion was complete in Ireland, as far as related to the 
grievance of which her Parliament had complained, viz. the power 
of the Britiſh Parliament of making laws for Ireland, becauſe, by 
the repeal of the Declaratory Act, that power was given up. But 
ſo far was the Miniſter of that day from conſidering that the repeal 
of that law finally terminatcd ail differences, and eltabliſhed the con- 


nection between the two countries upon à ſolid bats, that he thought, 


it neceſſary to move that a farther ſettlement was indiſpenſable tor 
the maintenance of that connection. 

Mr. Sheridan acroſs the table, deſired that that part of the 
Journals to which Mr. Pitt alluded, might be read. | 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt, continued. Sir, I have ſtated the ſubſtance 
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of the Journals correctly; they were read on a former night, and 
the honourable gentleman may, if he chuſes, have them read again; 
if he does, he will find that they fully juſtify the ſtatement I have 
made; but I beg that at preſent I may not be interrupted. I do 
maintain, that, upon a reference to the ſournals of the period to 
which I have alluded, it will appear that a farther agreement be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland is there ſtated, in the opinion of 
the Adminiſtration of the day, to be adſolutely neceflary. 

I beg farther to ſtate, that after the motion for the bill, of which 
ſo much has been ſaid, was paſſed, an addreſs to His Majeſty was 
moved and carried, praying him to take ſuch farther meaſures as to 
him ſeemed proper, to ſtrengthen the conneQion between the two 
countries. His Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer, ſtating, that in 
compliance with the addreſs, he would immediately take ſuch mea- 
ſurcs as might be neceſſary for that purpoſe, was delivered to the 
Houſe by an honourable gentleman who then filled the office of Se- 
cretary of State, and whom we have not lately ſeen in the Houſe, 
though he ſtill continues fo be a Member of it. I do affert, with- 
out the leaſt fear of contradiction from any gentleman whatever, 
that it was in the contemplation of the Government of that day, to 
adopt fome meaſures of the nature alluded to in the addreſs ; ſince 
that period, however, no ſuch meaſure has been taken. I do alſo 
maintain, that that very ſyſtem which by theſe very Miniſters who 
brought it forward was found to be imperfect, even for the purpoſe 
of maintaining the connection between the two countries, remains 
at this moment in the ſame imperfect ſtate. It leaves the two 
countries with ſeparate and independent Legiſlatures, conneRed 
only with this tie, that the Third Eftate in both countries is the 
ſame— that the Executive Government is the ſame—that the Crown 
exerciſes its power of aſſenting to Iriſh acts of Parliament, under 
the Great Seal of Great Britain, and by the advice of Britiſh 
Miniſters, | 

This is the only principle of connection which is left by the final 
adjuſtment of 1782. Whether this is a ſufficient tie to unite 
them in time of peace ; whether in time of war it is ſufficient to 
conſolidate their ſtrength againſt a common enemy? whether it is 
ſufficient to guard againſt thoſe local jealouſies which muſt neceflarily 
ſometimes exiſt between countries ſo connected ; Whether it is cal- 
eulated to give to Ireland all the important commercial and political 
advantages which ſhe would derive from a cloſer connection with 
Great Britain; whether it can give to both nations that degree of 
frength and proſperity which muſt be the reſult of ſuch a meaſure 
3 the preſent, I believe needs only to be Rated to be decided. 

Vol. VII. 4 M 
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But I have already ſaid, that I have, upon this point, the ay. 
thority of an opinion to which I before alluded—an opinion deli 
vered upon a very important meaſure, very ſoon after the final ad. 
juſtment of 1782. Tbe meaſure to which I refer, was that of 
the commercial propoſitions which were brought forward in 17835. 
I am not now going to enter into a diſcuſſion of the merits of that 
meaſure. The beſt, perhaps, that can be ſaid of it is, that it went 
as far as circumſtances would then permit, to draw the two coun- 
tries to a cloſer connection. But thoſe who think that the adjuſt. 
ment of 1782 was final, and that it contained all that was neceflary 
for the eſtabliſhment of the connection between the two countries 
upon a firm baſis, can hardly contend that the commercial propoſi- 
tions of 178 5 were neceſſary to prevent the danger of ſeparation 
between the two countries, and to prevent the conflicting operation 
of independent Legiſlatures. Yet, if I am not miſtaken, there 
will be found, upon a reference to better records than thoſe in 
which Parliamentary Debates are uſually ſtated (I mean a ſtate- 
ment of what paſſed in the diſcuſſion upon thoſe propoſitions four- 
teen years ago, made, as I have underſtood, by ſome of the prin- 
cipal parties themſelves}, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
that day in Ireland, in a debate upon the Iriſh propoſitions, held 
this language—** If this infatuated country gives up the preſent 
« offer, ſhe may look for it again in vain.” Here the right ho- 
nourable gentleman was happily miſtaken ; Ireland has again had 
the offer of the ſame advantages, but more compleat, and in all re- 
ſpeRs better calculated to attain their object; and this offer the right 
honourable gentleman has exerted all his influence to reject. hut 
he goes on to ſay —*© THINGS CANNOT REMAIN AS THEY ARE— 
„Commercial jealouſy is rouſed—it will increaſe with two inde- 
« pendent Legiflatures—and without an united intereſt in com- 
merce, in a commercial empire, political Union will receive 
« many ſhocks, and ſeparation of intereſt muſt threaten ſeparatim i 
& connection, which every honeſt Iriſhman muſt ſhudder to look at, as 
“ a poſſible event.“ | 

Gentlemen will have the goodneſs to obſerve, that I am not no# 
quoting theſe expreſſions as pledges given by that right honourable 
gentleman that he would ſupport a propoſal for a Union between 
the two countries; but I am adducing them to prove, that the ſitu- 
ation of the two countries after the final adjuſtment of 178 2, $3 
ſuch, in his opinion, as led to the danger of a ſeparation between 
them. I am not now arguing, that a legiſlative Union is the 
only meaſure which can poſſibly be adopted ; but I am contend- 
ing, that the adjuſtment of 178 2 was never conſidered as final, by 
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thoſe who now ſtate it to be ſo as an argument againſt the conſidera- 


the other fide of the Houſe will evade this authority I do not know 
—an authority too, which, I muſt obſerve, he ſeems much more 
inclined to treat with reſpect than he was formerly. ä 
But. Sir, it does not ſtop there. What is the evil to which he 
alludes * Commercial jealouſies between two countries acting upon 
the laws of two independent Legiſlatures, and from the danger of 
thoſe Legiſlatures acting in oppoſition to each other. How can this 
evil be remedied ? By two mcans only ; either by ſome compact 
entered into by the Legiſlatures of the two countries reſpecting the 
mode of torming their commercial regulations, or elſe by blending 
the two Legiſlatures together; theſe are the only two means. I 
defy the wit of man to point out a third. The mode of compact 
was propoſed in 1785 ; but unfortunately, in ſpite of that right 
honourable gentleman's eloquence. and authority, who then ſtated 
the importance of guarding againſt the evil, it ſo happened that 
doctrines, derived chiefly from this fide of the water, ſucceeded in 
convincing the Parliament of Ireland, that it would be inconſiſtent 
with their independence, to enter into any compact whatever. We 
have then the authority of that right honourable gentleman to whom 


: | have fo often alluded, that the unſettled ſtate in which the matter 
: was left, would give “ Political Union many ſhocks, and lead to a 
ſeparation of connection.“ The experiment of a mutual compact 
. has been tried without ſucceſs ; the arrangement of that ſort, which 
b was propoſed in 1785, in order to obviate the INCONVENIENCES ſtated 
4 by the right honourable gentleman, was then attacked with the ſame 
5 lucreſs ↄgainſt his authority, as another and more effectual remedy | 
7 has recently experienced under his auſpices. The reſult then is— 
you muſt remain in the ſtate which that right honourable gentleman 


bliſhed, and with the connection, on which the mutual proſperity 
of both countries depends, in danger of being hourly diſſolved, or 
You muſt again recur to the propoſal of a compact fimilar to that 
refed in 1785, or you muſt reſort to the beſt and moſt effectual 
Imedy=— 4 Legiſlative Union. 

| have dwelt longer, perhaps, upon this part of the ſubject than 
vas abſolutely necet! 1-7, becauſe I believe there is ſcarcely any man 
ho has ever aſked himſelf, whether there is a ſolid, permanent 
ſyſtem of eonnection between the two countries,, who could, upon 
efl-Qion, anſwer the queſtion in the affirmative. But beſides the 
authorities of the perſons-who made the arrangement in 1782, and 
%thoſe-who have ſinee treated of it, to ſhew that it Was not 
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tion of the preſent meaſure. How the honourable gentleman on 


las deſcribed, with the ſeeds of ſeparation in the ſyſtem now eſta- 
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deemed to be final and complete ; J have farther the teſt of expe. 


rience to ſhew how imperfeR it was, and how inadequate in prac. 
tice to the great object of cementing the connection, and placing it 
beyond the danger of being diſſolved. In the fingle inſtance which 
has occurred, (and that a melancholy one which all of us deplored,) 
in which we could feel the effects of two jarring Legiſlatures, we 
did feel it. On that occaſion, it might have produced the moſt 
ſignal calamities, had we not been reſcued from its danger by an 
event, to which no man can now look back without feeling the ut. 
moſt joy and exultation ; feelings, which ſubſequent circumſtances 
have ſerved to heighten and confirm. Every gentleman will knoy, 
that I muſt allude to the Regency. With two independent Legiſla- 
tures, acting upon different principles, it was accident alone that 
preſerved the idenity of the Executive Power, which is the bond and 
ſecurity of the connection: and even then the Executive Authority, 
though veſted in one perſon, would have been held by two different 


tenures, by one tenure in England, by another in Ireland, had net 


the interpoſition of Providence prevented a circumſtance pregnant 
with the moſt imminent perils, and which might have operated to 
a ſeparation of the two kingdoms. 

After ſeeing the recorded opinion of Parliament, of thoſe who 
made the arrangement of 1782, and after the decided teſtimony of 
experience on the ſubject, within the ſhort period of ſixteen years, 
perhaps, it is hardly neceſſary to appeal to farther proofs of its in- 
adequacy, or to defire gentlemen to look forward to poſſible caſes, 
which I could eaſily put, and which will naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves to the minds of all, who chuſe to turn their attention to the 
ſubjeR. | 
But when we confider the diſtinct powers poſſeſſed by the tuo 
Legiſlatures on all the great queſtions of peace and war, of alliances 
and confederacies (for they each have in principle, a right to di- 
cuſs them and decide upon them, though one of them has hitherto 
been wiſely reſtrained by diſcretion, from the exerciſe of that right) 
have we not ſeen circumſtances to induce us to think it poſſible, 
at leaſt, that on ſome of theſe important queſtions the opinions and 
deciſions of the two Parliaments might have been at variance ! 
Are we talking of an indiſſol uble connection, when we ſee it thus 
perpetually liable to be endangered? Can we really think that the 
intereſts of the empire, or of its different branches, reſt upon 3 ſafe 
and ſolid baſis at preſent? I am anxious to diſcuſs this point cloſely 
with any man, either here, or in Ireland. Will it be. ſaid, that 
the Parliament of thę latter country is bound by our deciſion on the 


queſtion of peace or war? And if not ſo bound, will any man, 
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looking at human nature as it is, contend, that there is a ſufficient 
certainty that the decifion on that important ſubje& will always be 
| th: ſame in both countries? I ſhould be glad to receive a diſtinct 
anſwer to this queſtion, from the honourable gentleman who has de- 
dared himſelf to be as warm a friend to the connection between the 
two countries as I am. | 
- Suppoſe, for inſtance, that the preſent war, which the Parliament 
of Great Britain conſiders to be juſt and neceſſary, had been voted 
by the Iriſh Parliament, to be unjuſt, unneceflary, extravagant, and 
hoſtile to the principles of humanity and freedom. Would that 
Parliament have been bound by this country? If not ;— what ſecu- 
rity have we, at a moment the moſt important to our common in- 
tereſt and common falvation, that the two kingdoms ſhould have 
but one friend and one foe? I repeat it; I am eager to hear what 
can be ſaid in juſtification of a baſis ſo imperfect and unſound, and 
liable to be ſhaken by ſo many acccidents. I have already obſerved 
that in the peculiar circumſtances of the preſent moment, we may 
find ſtronger reaſons to prove the neceſſity of correcting the ſyſtem 
of connection between this country and Ireland, of ſupplying its 
imperfections, and ſtrengthening its weakneſs, than are to be found 
at any former period. | 

Having thus ſtated, Sir, and I think ſufficiently proved, that the 
ſettlement of 1782, in every point of view in which it can be con- 
ſidered, is imperfect, and inadequate to the object of maintaining the 
connection between the two kingdoms, I proceed next to the cir- 
cumſtances which peculiarly call upon us at the preſent moment to 
remedy that imperfection. 

This country is at this time engaged in the moſt important, and 
momentous conflict that ever occurred in the hiſtory of the world; 
a conflict in which Great Britain is diſtinguiſhed for having made 
the only manly and ſucceſsful ſtand againſt the common enemies of 
avilized ſociety. We fee the point in which that enemy thinks us 
the moſt aflailable—Are we not then bound in policy and prudence, 
to ſtrengthen that vulnerable point, involved as we are in a conteſt 
of Liberty againſt Deſpotiſm of Property againſt Plunder and Ra- 
pine—of Religion and Order againſt Impiety and Anarchy? There 
us was a time when this would have been termed declamation ; but, 


. 
—— — 


— a 
CC * 


— 
PPP. ˙ m ˙ U If RET: 


222 
— — 22 


hr 2 8 
= — 
— o 


— 
£ 


— 


— = r 
__, 7 Via. 4 

— — RS; — 
— — I — — 


— a ——— — ** 
E r PE 5, 


r 
L —— = ICE 74 


FF 
{ GB 
74 
Y a a4 
» * 
{ 
53 2 
1 el 
"Ml | 0 
3 
4 i Wh 
4 
' 
4 . 
If \ — 
" 
1 
% 
1 
''1: 38 
1 
* ©" 
+1 
*$ a 
* 
2 9 
"<p g 
P 14 
* 
4 
q 
"- 
t + 
*Y 
þ LM 
LP 7 
: 
= * 
1 
7 
#55 
k 
& 
1 
7 
7 
1 
1 
7 
4 We 
6 1 
MM 
ws £3 
1 of $4 
* 
£4.69 
15s 
# «of 
t 
5 1 
E 
1 
1 
* 
1 þ 
£ 
: 
1 
| bit 
n 
7 
1 9 
© £2 
l * 
EF 4 
i 4% y 
14 » 
131 . 
* 77 
5 41 
0 3 
IF » 8! 
- 
1 
q 1 
fi 1 
: ! 
X's 14 7 
8 
{ 1 
4 4 
l [ 
nn 
1 4 178 {748 
* 
I , . 
1 
4 j 
We at! 
1 
* 1% 
1 
4 17 
1 1 
4 
”£ 
3 : 
* vi 
: 
1 
11 
ih 
} : 
FF "1 
— 1 157 
14 
a 
” : 
1. F 
4 5 l 
: 8; 
, 8 
„ 
7 
1 
, 
1 
6 IVY 
1 
f l 
5: 77 
[1 p 
1 
g f 
v0... 
: l 
7: 
i 
[4 FI 
* * 
£ it 
4 
+9 : : 
l . 
| N 
- 
ef | | 
"4 \ 
* C 
** : bf 
— 
2 
* 
1 by 
, $5" 
. #4 
= 7... $f o 
N 1 
1 HE © 2 
l ! q 
4 . 1 
£ : 
& ? : 
: 0 ! 
7 75 MH 
£ ' 
: 1 
{bj 
. 
4 1 74 
1 
ds 4 N 
"NJ : 
a : 1 
* . 7 
1 
0 
5 = 
N . 
: : 
10 
1 * F t 
53. 1 1 
L 
1 & 
14 1 
| Ii i 
2 ti 4 
2 4 t 14 
. TY IJ 
$708 4 
THIT 4 
© \ * 
ts Y 
| * 
: G 4 
z 3 
3. = 
bo 4 
4 


he unfortunately, long and bitter experience has taught us to feel that 
fe it is only the feeble and imperfe& repreſentation of thoſe calamities 
af (the reſult of French principles and French arms), which are at- 
at teſted by the wounds of a bleeding world. | BK 
he Is there a man who does not admit the importance of a meaſure 1 
n, which, at ſuch a eriſis, may augment the ſtrength of the empire, and 4 | 
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may belong to either. If we were to aſk the Miniſters of our allies, 
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thereby enſure its ſafety? Would not that benefit to Ireland be of 


itſelf ſo ſolid, fo ineſtimable, that, in compariſon with it, all com. 


mercial intereſts, and the preſervation of local habits and manner, 
would be trifling, even if they were endangered by the preſent mea. 
ſure ; which they undoubtedly are not? The people of Ireland 
are proud, I believe, of being aſſociated with us in the great conteſt 
in which we are engaged, and muſt feel the advantage of augmcnt. 
ing the general force of the empire. T hat the preſent meaſure i; 
calculated to produce that effect, is a propoſition which I think can. 
not be diſputed. There is not in any Court of Europe a Stateſman 
fo ill informed as not to know, that the general power of the em. 
pire would be increaſed to a very great extent indeed, by ſuch a con- 
ſolidation of the ſtrength of the two kingdoms. In the courſe of 
the century every writer of any information on the ſubject has held 
the ſame language, and in the general ſtrength of the empire both 
kingdoms are more concerned than in any particular intereſts which 


what meaſure they thought the moſt likely to augment the power 
of the Britiſh empire, and conſequently increaſe that ſtrength by 
which they were now protected if we were to aſk the agent of 
our enemies, what meaſure would be the moſt likely to render their 
defigns abortive—the anſwer would be the ſame in both caſes, viz. 
the firm conſolidation of every part of the empire. 

There is another conſideration well worth attention. Recolle& 
what are the peculiar means by which we have been enabled to 
reſiſt the unequalled and eccentric efforts of France, without any 
diminution, nay, with an increaſe, of our general proſperity—what, 
but the great commercial reſources which we poſicis* A meaſure, 
then, which muſt communicate to ſuch a mighty limb of the empire 
as Ireland, all the commercial advantages which Great Pritain 
poſſeſſes, which will open the markets of the one country to the 
other, which will give them both the common uſe of their capital, 
muſt, by diffafing a large portion of wealth into Ireland, conlider- 
ably increaſe the reſources, and conſequently .the ſtrength, of the 
whole empire. | 

But it is not merely in this general view, that I think the quel- 
tion ought to be confidered. We ought to look to it with a view 
peculiarly to the permanent intereſt and ſecurity of Ireland. When 
that country was threatened with the double danger of hoſtile at- 
tacks by enemies without, and of treaſon within, from what quarter 
did me derive the means of her deliverance : from the naval 
force o Great Britain from the voluntary exextions of her mil 


ary of every deſcription, not called for by law—and from her pe- 
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euniary reſources, added to the loyalty and energy of the inhabi- 
rants of Ireland itſelf ; of which it is impoſſible to ſpeak with too 
much praiſe, and which ſhews how well they deſerve to be called 
the brethren of Britons. Their own courage might, perhaps, have 
ultimately ſucceeded, in repelling the dangers by which they were 
threatened, but ir would have been after a long conteſt, and after 
having waded through ſeas of blood. Are we ſure that the ſame 
ready and effectual aſſiſtance which we have happily afforded, on 
the preſent occaſion, will be always equally within our power? 
Great Britain has always felt a common intereſt in the ſafety of 
Ireland; but that common intereſt was never ſo obvious and ur- 


Britain, through the medium of Ireland, and when their attack 
upon Ireland went to deprive her of her connection with Great 
Britain, and to ſubſtitute in its ſtead, the new Government of the 
French Republic. When that danger threatened Ireland, the 
purſe of Great Britain was as open for the wants of Ireland, as for 
the neceſſities of England. | 

I do not, Sir, ſtate theſe circumſtances, as upbraiding Ireland 
for the benefits we have conferred ; far from it; but I ſtate them 


ir with pleaſure, as ſhewing the friendſhip and good will with which 
1. this country has aced towards her. But if ſtruggles of this ſort 
may and muſt return again, if the worſt dangers are thoſe which 
& are yet to come, dangers which may be greater from being more 
10 liſpuifed —if thoſe fituations may ariſe when the ſame means of 
oy relief are not in our power, what is the remedy that reaſon and 
at, policy point out? It is to identify them with us—it is to make 
re, them part of the ſame community, by giving them a full ſhare of 
re thoſe accumulated bleſſings which are diffuſed throughout Great 
ain Britain ; it is, in a word, by giving them a full participation of the 
the wealth, the power, and the glory of the Britiſh empire. If then 
tal this meaſure comes recommended not only by the obvious defects 
Jer- of the ſyſtem which now exiſts, but that it has alſo the pre-eminent 
the recommendation of increaſing the general power of the empire, and 
or guarding againſt future danger from the common enemy, we 
I ae next to conſider it as to its effects upon the internal condition 
iew of Ireland, | 
hen | know perfectly well, that as long as Ireland is ſeparated from 
at- Crest Britain, any attempt on our part to provide meaſures which 


arter e wight think ſalutary, as reſpecting queſtions of contending ſects 

7 parties, of the claimed rights of the Catholics, or of the precau- 
ans necetfary for the ſecurity of the Proteſtants—1I know that all 
theſe, though they may have been brought forward by the very per- 


gent as when the common enemy made her attack upon Great 
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fons who are the advocates of the final adjuſtment in 1782, were, 
in fact, attacks upon the independence of the Iriſh Parliament, ang 
attempts to uſurp the right of deciding on points which can only he 
brought within our province by compact. Until the kingdoms are 
united, any attempt to make regulations here for the internal ſtate 
of Ireland muſt certainly be a violation of her independence. But 
feeling as I do, for their intereſts and their welfare, I cannot be 
inattentive to the events that are paſſing before me; I muſt there. 
fore repeat, that whoever looks at the circumſtances to which! 
have alluded—whoever conſiders that the enemy have ſhewn hy 
their conduct, that they conſidered Ireland as the weakeſt and ml 
vulnerable part of the empire; whoever refleAs upon thoſe dread. 
ful and inexcufable cruclties inſtigated by the ene mies of both coun- 


tries, and upon thoſe lamentabie ſeverities by which the exertions far 


the defence of Ireland were unhappily, but unavoidably, attended, 
and the neceſſity of which is itſelf one great aggravation of the 
crimes and treaſons which led to them, muſt feel that, as it noy 
ſtands compoſed, in the hoſtile diviſion of its ſes, in the animoſ- 
ties exiſting between ancient ſettlers and original inhabitants, in tte 
ignorance and want of civilization, which marks that country more 
than almoſt any other country in Europe, in the unfortunate preva- 
lence of Jacobin principles, ariſing from theſe cauſes, and auy- 
menting thcir malignity, and which have produced that diſirefied 
ſtate which we now deplore ; every one, I ſay, who reflects upon 
all theſe circumſtances, muſt agree with me in thinking, that there 
is no cure but inthe formation of a General Imperial Legiſlature, free 
alike from terror and from reſentment, removed from the danger 
and agitation, and uninfluenced by the prejudices, and uninflamed 
by the paſſions of that diſtracted country. | | 
I know that it is impoſſible, if we wiſh to confider this ſubject 
properly, to conſider it in any other point of view than as it affeds 
the empire in general. I know that the intereſts of the two cour- 
tries muſt be taken together, and that a man cannot ſpeak as 2 ti 
Engliſhman, unleſs he ſpeaks as a true Iriſhman, nor as a true [riſh- 
man, unleſs he ſpeaks as a true Engliſhman: but if it were poſſible to 
ſeparate them, and I could conſider myſelf as addreſſing you, not 
intereſted for the empire at large, but for Ireland alone, I ſhould 
fay, that it would be indiſpenfably neceſſary, for the ſake of that 
country, to compoſe its preſent diſtractions, by the adoption 
another fyſtem—-I ſhould ſay, that the eſtabliſhment of an Impe- 
rial Legiſlature was the only means of healing its wounds, and 
reſtoring it to tranquillity. ' I muſt here take the liberty of alluding 
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former night. 

Among the great and known defects of Ireland, one of the moſt 
prominent features is, its want of induſtry and a capital ; how are 
thoſe wants to be ſupplied, but by blending more cloſely with Ire- 
land, the induſtry and the capital of this country. But, above all, 
in the great leading diſtinction between the people of Ireland, (I 
mean their religious diſtinctions,) what is their ſituation? — The 
proteſtant feels that the claims of the Catholies threaten the ex- 
itence of the Proteſtant afcendaney ; while, on the other hand, the 
ercat body of Catholics feel the eſtabliſhment of the National 
Church, and their excluſion from the exerciſe of certain rights and 
privileges, a grievance. Between the two, it becomes a matter of 
dificulty in the minds of many perſons, whether it would be 
better to liſten only to the fears of the former, or to grant the claims 
of the latter. | 
00 Jam well aware that the ſubject of religious diſtinction is a dan- 
of. gerous and delicate topic, eſpecially when applied to a country ſuch 
the s Ireland; the fituation of which is different in this reſpe& from 


ore that of every other, Where the eſtabliſhed religion of the State is 
-va* the ſame as the general religion of the empire, and where the pro- 
ug: perty of the country is in the hands of a comparatively ſmall num- 


fied der of perſons profeſſing that eſtabliſhed religion, while the religion 
pon of a great majority of the people is different, it is not eaſy to ſay, on 
here general principles, what ſyſtem of Church Eſtabliſnment in ſuch a 
free WW country would be free from difficulty and inconvenience. By many 
nger WW | know it will be contended, that the religion profeſſed by the ma- 
med Wl jority of the people, would, at leaſt, be entitled to an equality of 

privileges. IJ have heard ſuch an argument urged in this Houſe ; 
beck but thoſe who apply it without qualification to the caſe of Ireland, 
Feds MW forget ſurely the principles on which Engliſh intereſt and Engliſh 
connection has been eſtabliſhed in that country, and on which its 
preſent Legiſlature is formed. No man can ſay, that, in the preſent 
late of things, and while Ireland remains a ſeparate kingdom, 
full conec{fions could be made to the Catholics, without endan- 
gering the State, and ſhaking the Conſtitution of Ireland to its 


hould WM ccatre. | 

that On the other hand, without anticipating the diſcuſſion, or the 
on of propriety of agitating tie queſtion, or ſaying how ſoon or how late 
| mpe- may be fit to diſcuſs it; two propoſitions are indiſputable « Firſt, 
and of WW When the conduct of the Catholics ſhall be ſuch as to make it ſafe 


r the Government to admit them to the participation of the privi- 
gs granted to thoſo of the eſtabliſhed religion, and. when the 
Vor. VII. 4 N 


to ome topics which were touched upon during the diſcuſſion of the 
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temper of the times ſhall be favourable to ſuch a meaſure— When 
theſe events take place, it is obvious that ſuch a queſtion may be agi. 
tated in an United, Imperial Parliament, with much greater ſafety 
than it could be in a ſeparate Legiſlature. In the ſecond place, ] 
think it certain that, even for whatever period it may be thought 
neceſſary, after the Union, to withhold from the Catholics the en. 


[ CoMmoxs, 


joyment of thoſe advantages, many of the objections which at pre. 


ſent ariſe out of their ſituation would be removed, if the Proteſtant 
Legiſlature were no longer ſeparate and local, but general and 
imperial; and the Catholics themſelves would at once feel a mit. 
gation of the moſt goading and irritating of their preſent cauſes of 
complaint. TS 

How far, in addition to this great and leading conſideration, i 
may alſo be wiſe and praRicable to accompany the meaſure by ſome 
mode of relieving the lower orders from the preſſure of tithes 
which, in many inſtances, operate at preſent as a great pradiical 
evil, or to make, under proper regulations, and without breakingin 
on the ſecurity of the preſent Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, an effectul 
and adequate proviſion for the Catholic Clergy, it is not now necel- 
ſary to diſcuſs. It is ſufficient to ſay, that theſe and all other ſub. 
ordinate points connected with the ſame ſubject, are more likely to 
be permanently and ſatisfaQorily ſettled by an United Legiſlature, 
than by any local arrangements. On theſe grounds I contend, that 


with a view to providing an effeQual remedy for the diſtraRions 


which have unhappily prevailed in Ireland, with a view of removing 
thoſe cauſes which have endangered, and ſtill endanger its ſecurity, 
the meaſure which I am now propoſing promiſes to be more effee- 
tual than any other which can be deviſed ; and on theſe ground 
alone, if there exiſted no other, I ſhould feel it my duty to ſubmit i 
to the Houſe. | 

But, Sir, though what I have thus ſtated relates moſt immediately 
to the great object of healing the diſſentions, and providing for tic 
internal tranquillity of Ireland; there are alſo other objects which, 
though comparatively with this of inferior importance, are yet 1 
themſelves highly material, and in a ſecondary view, well worthy a 
attention. 

I have heard it aſked, when I preſſed the meaſure, what are thc 
poſitive advantages that Ireland is to derive from it? To this ve!) 
queſtion I preſume the conſiderations which I have already urge 
afford a ſufficient anſwer. But, in fact, the queſtion itſelf is to be 
conſidered in another view; and it will be found to bear ſome . 


ſemblance to a queſtion which has been repeatedly put, by ſome af 


the gentlemen oppoſite to me, during the laſt fix years. W hat ate 
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the advantages which Great Britain has gained by the preſent war 
with France ? 

To this, the brilliant ſucceſſes of the Britiſh arms by ſea and 
land, our unexampled naval victories over all our enemies, the 
ſolid acquiſition of valuable territory, the general increaſe of our 
power, the progreſſive extenſion of our commerce, and a ſeries of 
events more glorious than any that ever adorned the page of our hiſ- 
tory, afford at once an ample and a ſatisfactory anſwer. But there is 
another general anſwer which we have uniformly given, and which 
would alone be ſufficient : it is, that we did not enter into this war 
for any purpoſe of ambition; our object was not to acquire, but to 
preſerve; and in this ſenſe, what we have gained by the war is, in 
one word, ALL that we ſhould have loſt without it: it is, the pre- 
ſervation of our conſtitution, our independence, our honour, our ex- 
iſtance as a nation. 

In the ſame manner I might anſwer the queſtion with reſpect to 
Ireland; I might enumerate the general advantages which Ireland 
would derive from the effects of the arrangement to which I have 
already referred the protection which ſhe will ſecure to herſelf in 
the hour of danger. The moſt effectual means of increaſing her 
commerce and improving her agriculture, the command of Engliſh 
capital, the infuſion of Engliſh manners and Engliſh induſtry, 
neceſſarily tending to ameliorate her condition, to accelerate the 
progreſs of internal civilization, and to terminate thoſe feuds and 
diſſentions which now diſtract the country, and which ſhe does not 
poſſeſs, within herſelf, the power either to control or to extinguiſh. 
She would ſee the avenue to honours, to diſtinctions, and exalted 
ſituations in the general ſeat of empire, opened to all thoſe whoſe 
abilities and talents enable them to indulge an honourable and 
laudable ambition. 

But, independent of all theſe advantages, I might alſo anſwer, 
that the queſtion is not what Ireland is to gain, but what ſhe is to 
preſerve : not merely how ſhe may beſt improve her ſituation, but 
how ſhe is to avert a preſſing and immediate danger. In this view, 
what ſhe gains is the preſervation of all thoſe bleſſings ariſing from 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, and which are inſeparable from her connec- 
tion with Great Britain. Thoſe bleſſings, of which it has long been 


4 


the aim of France, in conjunction with domeſtic traitors,. to de- 


prive her, and on their ruins to eſtabliſh (with all its attendant miſe- 
ries and horrors) a Jacobin Republic, founded on French nn 
and exiſting only in ſubſervieney to France. 


Such, Sir, would be the anſwer, if we direct our attention-enly to 
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the queſtion of general advantage. And here I ſhould be inclined 


to ſtop ; but ſince it has alſo been more particularly aſked, what are 


the advantages which ſhe is to gain, in point of commerce and ma. 


nufactures, I am deſirous of applying my anſwer more immediately 
and diſtinctly to that part of the ſubject: and, as I know that the 
ſtatement will carry more convidtion with it, to thoſe who nuke the 
inquiry, if given in the words of the right honourable gentleman, tg 
whom, and to whoſe opinions, I have had more than one occaſion to 
advert in the courſe of this night, I will read you an extract from 
his recorded ſentiments on the ſubject, in the vear 1785, on this 
ſame memorable occaſion of the commercial propoſitions. Speaking 
of a ſolid and unalterable compact between the two countries, ſpeak. 
ing expreſsly of che peculiar importance of inſuring the continuance 
of thoſe commercial benefits, which ſhe at that time held only at the 


* diſcretion of this country, he fays—* The exportation of Irih 


« products, to England, amounts to two millions and a halt annu. 
« ally; and the exportation of Britiſh produas, to Ireland, 
« amounts to but one million.” 

He then proceeds to reaſon upon the advantage which Trcland 
would derive, under ſuch circumſtances, from guarding againft 
mutual prohibitions ; and he accompanies the ſtatement, which ] 
have juſt read, with this obſer vation — 

If, indecd, the adjuſtment were to take away the beneki 
« from Ireland; it would be a good cauſe for rejecting it; but, as 
eit for ever confirms all the ad antages we derived from our linen 
© trade, and binds England from making any law that can be in- 
„ rivus to it, ſurely gemlemen who regard that trade, and We 
« firiunes and rents depend on its pre perity, will not ei Hertuin a m. 
& ment's doubt avout embracing the ffer.” 

Such was the reaſoning of the Iriſh Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, which I conſider to have been perfectly juſt. With re- 
ference to his late opinions, I do not think I can more forcibly re- 
p:y, to a perſon wito ſigns his name to propofitions which declare, 
that the ruin of the linen trade of Ireland is likely to be the conſe- 
quence of an Union, than by oppoſing to him his own opinion. [ 
ſnali be able to * the former opinion of that gentleman, i 
ſtating, that the progrets that has been made in commercial ad- 
vantages to Ireland fince 1785, has been ſuch as to render his ar- 
gument ſtill more applicable. What is the nature of that com- 
nicree, explained by the fame perſon in ſo conciſe and forcible 2 
manner, that I am happy to uſe his own ſtatement? He docs 
not confine himſelf to the groſs amount, but give the articles in 
detaĩi 
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« Britain,” he ſays, © imports annually from us two million 
« five hundred thouſand pounds of our produas, all, or very nearly 
« all, duty free, and covenants never to lay a duty on them. We 
« import about a million of her's, and raiſe a revenue on almoſt 
« every article of it, and reſerve the power of continuing that re- 


« venue. She exports to us ſalt for our fiſheries and proviſions ; 


« hops, which we cannot grow; coals, which we cannot raiſe ; tin, 
« which we have not; and bark, which we cannot get elſewhere : 
« and all theſe without reſerving any duty.“ 

I will not tire the patience of the Houſe by reading farther ex- 
tracts; but the right honourable gentleman's whole ſpeecn, in like 
manner, points out the advantages of the commercial propoſitions 
at that time under conſideration) as a ground-work of a compact be- 
tween the two countries, in 1785, on commercial ſubjeas. But 
how ſtands the caſe now? The trade is at this time infinitely more 
advantageous to Ireland. It will be proved, from the documents 
which I hold in my hand, as far as relates to the mere interchange 
of manufactures, that the manufaRures, exported to Ireland from 
Great Britain, in 1797, very little exceeded a million ſterling (the 
articles of produce amount to nearly the fame ſum) while Great 
Britain, on the other hand, imported from Ireland to the amount of 
near three millions in the manufactured articles of linen and linen 
yarn, and between two and three millions in proviſions and cattle, 
beſides corn and other artieles of produce. 

In addition to theſe articles, there are other circumſtances of ad- 
vantage to Ireland. Articles which are eſſential to her trade and to 


her ſubſiſtence, or ſerve as raw materials for her manufactures, are 


ſent from hence free of duty. It is expreſsly ſtated on the ſame 
authority, that all that we take back from Ireland was liable to a 
duty in that country on their exports: the inereaſing produce of the 
chief article of their manufacture, and four-fifths of her whole ex- 
port trade, are to be aſcribed, not to that Independent Legiſlature, but 
to the liberality of the Britiſh Parliament. It is by the free ad- 
miſſion of linens for our market, and the bounties granted by the 
Pritiſh Parliament on its re export, that the linen trade has been 
brought to the height at which we now ſee it. To the Parliament 
of this country, then, it is now owing, that a market has been opened 
for her linen to the amount of three millions. By the bounty we 
ave to Ireland, we afford her a double market for that article, and 


What is ſtill more ſtriking and important) we have prevented a 


competition againſt her, ariſing from the ſuperior cheapacts of the 
linen manufactures of the Continent, by ſubjecting their importation 
to a duty of thirty per cent. Nothing would more clearly ſhew 
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what would be the danger to Ireland from the competition in all its 
principal branches of the linen trade, than the ſimple fact, that we 
even now import foreign linens, under this heavy duty, to an amourt 
equal to a ſeventh part of all that Ireland is able to ſend us, with 
the preference that has been ſtated. By this arrangement alone, we 
muſt therefore be conſidered, either as foregoing between ſeven and 
eight hundred thouſand pounds per annum in revenue, which ve 
ſhould collect if we choſe to levy the ſame duty on all linens, Irjfh 
as well as foreign, or on the other hand, as ſacrificing, perhaps, at 
leaſt, a million ſterling in the price paid for thoſe articles, by the 
ſubjects of this country, which might be ſaved, if we allowed the 
Importation of all linen, foreign as well as Iriſh, equally free 
from duty. 

The preſent meaſure is, however, in its effects, calculated not 
merely for a confirmation of the advantages on which the perſon to 
whom J have alluded has inſiſted. It is obvious that a fuller and 
more perfect connection of the two countries, from whatever cauſe it 
may ariſe, muſt produce a greater facility and freedom of commercial 
intercourſe, and ultimately 'tend to the advantage of both. The 
benefits to be derived to cither country from: ſuch an arrangement 
muſt indeed, in a great meaſure, be gradual ; but they are not on 
that account the leſs certain, and they cannot be ſtated in more 
forcible language than in that uſed in the ſpecch to which I have 
rcterred 

Gentlemen undervalue the reduction of Britiſh duties on our 
« manufacturcs. I agree with them it may not operate ſoon, but 
« we are to look forward to a final ſettlement, and it is impoſſible 
„ but that in time, with as good climate, equal natural powers, 
cheaper food, and ſewer taxes, we muſt be able to ſell to them. 
«© When commercial jealouſy ſhall be baniſhed by final ſettlement, 
&« and trade take its natural and ſteady courſe, the kingdoms vil 
&« ceaſe to look to rivalſhip, each will make that fabrick which i 
de can do cheapeſt, and buy from the other what it cannot make 0 
« advantageouſly. Labour will be then truly employed to profit, 
ce not diverted by bountics, jealouſics, or legiſlative interference, 
& from its natural and bencficial courſe. This ſyſtem will attain 
< its real object, conſolidating the ſtrength of the remaining parts 

of the empire, by encouraging the communications of theit 
« market among themſelves, with prefercnce to every part againſt 
all ſtrangers!” 

am, at leaſt, therefore, ſecure from the deſign of appearing te 
deliver any partial or commercial opinion of my own, when I thus 
Rate, on the authority of a perſon the beſt informed, and who then 
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judged diſpaſſionately, both the infinite importance to Ireland of ſe- 
curing permanently the great commercial advantages which ſhe now 
holds at the diſcretion of Great Britain, and the additional benefit 
which ſhe wou!d derive from any ſettlement which opened to her 
gradually a ſtill more free and complete commercial intercourſe with 
this country. 
vantages to the ſiſter kingdom, I have no alarm leſt I ſhould excite 
any ſentiment of jealouſy here. I know that the inhabitants of 
Great Britain wiſh well to the proſperity of Ireland; that, if the 
kingdoms are really and ſolidly united, they feel that to increaſe the 
commercial wealth of one country is not to diminiſh that of the 
other, but to increaſe the ſtrength and power of both. But to juſtify 
that ſentiment, we mult be ſatisfied that the wealth we are pouring 
into the lap of Ireland is not every day liable to be ſnatched from 
us, and thrown into the ſcale of the enemy. If, therefore, Ireland 
is to continue, as I truſt it will for ever, an eſſential part of the in- 
tegral ſtrength of the Britiſh empire; if her ſtrength is to be perma- 
nently ours, and our ſtrength to be hers, neither I, nor any Engliſh 
Miniſter, can ever be deterred, by the fear of creating jealouſy 
in the hearts of Engliſhmen, from ſtating the advantages of a 
cloſer connection, or from giving any aſliſtance to the commercial 
proſperity of that kingdom. | ; 

If ever, indeed, I ſhould have the misfortune to witneſs the 
melancholy moment when ſuch principles muſt be abandoned, when 
all hope of ſeeing Ireland permanently and ſecurely connected with 
this country ſhall be at an end, I ſhall, at leaſt, have the confola- 
tion of knowing, that it will not be the want of temper or forbear- 
ance, of conciliation, of kindneſs, or of full explanatio.y on our part, 
which will have produced an event fo fatal to Ireland, and fo dan- 
gerous to Great Britain. If ever the over-bearing power of preju- 


dice and paſſion ſhall produce that fatal conſequence, it will too late 
be perceived and acknowledged, that all the great commercial ads: 


vantages which Ireland at prefeat enjoys, and which are continu- 
ally increaſing, are to be aſcribed to the liberal conduct, the foſter- 
ing care, of the Britiſh empire, extended to the fiſter kingdom as to 
a part of ourſelves, and not (as has been fallacioufly and vainly pre- 
tended) to any thing which has becn done or can be done by the in- 
dependent power of her own ſeparate Legiſlature. | 

1 have thus, Sir, endeavoured to ſtate to you the reaſons, why I 
think this meaſure adviſable ; why I wiſh it to be propoſed to the 
Parliament of Ireland, with temper and fairneſs; and why it ap- 


pears to me entitled, at leaſt, to a calm and diſpaſſionate diſcuſſion 


in that kingdom. I am aware, however, that obje&tions have been 


And while I ſtate thus ſtrongly the commercial ad- 
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urged againſt the meaſure, ſome of which are undoubtedly Sang, 


and have been but too ſucceſsful in their influence on the Irich Par. 
liament. Of theſe objections I ſhall now proceed, as cc iCicly as 
poſſible, to take ſome notice. | 

The firſt is, what I heard alluded to by the honourable gentle. 
man oppoſite to me, when His Majeſty's mef{:;;e was brought: down; 
namely — That the Parliament of Ireland is incompetent to enter. 
tain and diſcuſs the queſtion, or rather, to act upon the meaſure pro- 
poſed, without having previouſly obtained the conſent of the people of 
Ireland, their conſtituents. But, Sir, I am led to ſuppoſe from what 
the honourable gentleman afterwards ſtated, that he made this objee. 
tion, rather by way of deprecating the diſeuſſion of the queſtion, than 
as entertaining the ſmalleſt doubt upon it himfelf, If, however, 
the honourable gentleman, or any other gentleman on the other ſide 
of the Houſe, ſhould ſeriouſly entertain a doubt on the ſubjeR, ] 
ſhall be ready to diſcuſs it with him diſtinaly, either this night or 
at any future opportunity. For the preſent I will aſſume, that no 
man can deny the competency of the Parliament of Ireland {repre- 
ſenting as it does, in the language of our Conſtitution, ** lawfully, 
fully, and freely, all the eſtates of the people of the realm,” ) to make 
laws to bind that people, unlets he is diſpofed to diſtinguiſh that 
Parliament from the Parliament of Great Britain; and, while he 
maintains the independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature, yet denies to 
it the lawful and effential powers of Parliament. No man, who 
maintains the Parliament of Ireland to be co-equal with our own, 
can deny its competency on this queſtion, unleſs he means to go the 
length of denying, at the ſame moment, the whole of the authority 
of the Parlian tent of Great Britain — to ſhake every principle of le- 
giflation—and to maintain, that all the ads paſſed, and every thing 
done by Parliament, or ſandtioned by its authority, however fzcred, 
however beneficial, is neither more nor leſs than an act of uſurpa- 
tion. He muſt not only deny the validity of the Union between 
Scotland and England, but he muſt deny the authority of evciy one 
of the proceedings of the limited Legitliture fince the Union; nay, 
Sir, he muſt po ſtill farther, and deny the authority under which 
we now fit and deliberate here, as a Houſe of Parliament. Of 
courſe, he muit deny the validity of the adjuſtment of 178 2, and 
call in queſtion every meaſure which he has himſelf been the molt 
forward to have cnforced. - This point, Sir, is of ſo much impor- 
dance, that I think 1 ought not to ſulfer the opportunity ko Pais, 
without illuſtrating more fully what I mean. If tis principle 6 
the incompeteney of Parlizment to the decifion of the meaſure be 


admitted, or if it be contended, that Parliament has no legitimate 
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authority to diſcuſs and decide upon it, you will be driven to the 
neceſſity of recognizing a principle, the moſt dangerous that ever 
was adopted in any civilized ſtate. I mean the principle, that 
Parliament cannot adopt any meaſure new in its nature, and of great 
importance, without appealing to the conſtituent and delegating au- 
thority for directions. If that doctrine be true, look to what an 


extent it will carry you. If ſuch an argument could be fer up and 


maintained, you acted without any legitimate authority when you 
created the repreſentation of the principality of W ales, or of either of 
the counties Palatine of England. Every law that Parliament 
ever made, without that appeal, either as to its own frame and 
Conſtitution, as to the qualification of the electors or the elected, as 
to the great and fundamental point of the ſucceſſion to the Crown, 
was made without due authority. 


If we turn to Ireland itſelf, what do gentlemen think of the 


power of that Parliament, which, without any freſh delegation 
from its Proteſtant*conſtituents, aſſociates to itſelf all the Catholic 
eleQors, and thus diſtroys a fundamental diſtinction on which it 
was formed? God forbid that I ſhould object to or blame any of 
theſe meaſures! TI am only ſtating the extent to which the princi- 
ple (that Parliament has no authority to decide upon the preſent 
meaſure) will lead; and, if it be admitted in one caſe, it muſt be 
admitted in all. Will any man ſay, that (although a Proteſtant 
Parliament in Ireland, choſen excluſively by Proteſtant conſtituents, 
has by its own inherent power, and without conſulting thoſe conſti- 
tuents, admitted and comprehended the Catholics who were till 
then, in fact, a ſeparate community) that Parliament cannot aſſo- 
cate itſelf with another Proteſtant community, repreſented by a 
Proteſtant Parliament, having one intereſt with itſelf, and fimilar 
in its Laws, its Conſtitution, and its cflabliſhed Religion? What 
mult be ſaid by thoſe who have at any time been friends to any plan 
of Parliamentary Reform, and particularly ſuch as have been moſt 
recently brought forward, either in Great Britain or Ireland? 
Whatever may have been thought of the propriety of the meaſure, 
never heard any doubt of the competency of Parliament to con- 
der and diſcuſs it. Yet I defy any man to maintain the princi- 
ple of thoſe plans, without contending that, as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, he poſſeſſes a right to concur in disfranchiſing thoſe who ſent 
him to Parliament, and to ſelect others, by whom he was not elected, 
in their ſtead. I am ſure that no ſufficient diſtinction, in point of 
principle, can be ſucceſsfully maintained for a fingle moment; nor 
ſhould I deem it neceſſary to dwell on this point, in the manner L 
eo, were I not convinced that it is connected in part with all thoſe 
Vol, VII. 40 | 
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falſe and dangerous notions on the ſubject of Government which 


have lately become too prevalent in the world. It map, in fac, be 
traced to that groſs perverſion of the principles of all political fo. 
ciety, which reſts on the ſuppoſition that there exiſts continually in 
every Government a Sovereignty in abeyance (as it were) on the part 
of the people, ready to be called forth on every occaſion, or rather, 
on every pretence, when it may ſuit the purpoſes of the party or 
faction who are the advocates of this doctrine to ſuppoſe an occaſion 
for its exertion. It is in thefe falſe principles that are contained 
the ſeeds cf all the miſery, deſolation, and ruin, which in the preſent 
day have ſpread themſclves over ſo large a proportion of the habi- 
table globe. 

Theſe principles, Sir, are, at length, ſo well known and under- 
ſtood in their practical effects, that they can no longer hope for on: 


enlightened or intelligent advocate, when they appear in their tive 


colours. Yet, with all the horror we all feel, in common with the 
reſt of the world, at the effect of them, with all the confirmed and 
increaſing love and veneration which we feel towards the Conſtitu— 
tion of our Country, founded as it is, both in theory and expeti- 
ence, on principles directly the reverſe; yet, there are too many 
among us, who, while they abhor and reject ſuch opinions, when 
preſented to them in their naked deformity, ſuffer them in a more 
diſguiſed ſhape to be gradually infuſed into their minds, and inſen- 
ſibly to influence and bias their ſentiments and arguments on the 
greateſt and moſt important diſcuſſions. This concealed poiſon 1s 
now more to be dreaded than any open attempt to ſupport ſuch prin- 
ciples by argument or to enforce them by arms. No ſociety, what- 
ever be its particular form, can long ſubſiſt, if this principle is once 
admitted. In every Government, there muſt reſide ſomewhere à 
ſupreme, abſolute, and unlimited authority. This is equally true 
of every lawful Monarchy—of every Ariſtocracy—of every pute 

emocracy (if indeed ſuch a form of Government ever has exiſted, 
or ever can exiſt)—and of thoſe mixed Conſtitutions formed and 
compounded from the others, which we are juſtly inclined to prefer 
to any of them. In all theſe Governments, indeed alike, that 
power may by poſſibility be abuſed, but whether the abuſe is fuci 
as to juſtify and call for the interference of the people colledively, 
or, more properly ſpeaking, of any portion of it, muſt always be an 
extreme caſe, and a queſtion of the greateſt and moſt periluus reipon- 
ſibility, not in law only, but in conſcicnce and in duty, to all thoſe 
who either act upon it themſclves, or perſuade others to do fo. 
But no proviſion for ſuch a caſe ever has been or can be made be- 
forchand ; it forms no chapter in any known code of laws, it can 
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þ find no place in any ſyſtem of human juriſprudence. But, above 
de all, if ſuch a principle can make no part of any eſtabliſhed Conſti- 


\. W tition, not even of thoſe where the Government is ſo framed as to be 
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in moſt liable to the abuſe of its powers, it will be prepoſterous indeed 
rt to ſuppoſe that it can be admitted in one where thoſe powers are ſo 
T, diſtributed and balanced as ro furniſh the belt ſecurity againſt the 
or probability of ſuch an abuſe. Shall that principle be ſanctioned as 
on a neceſſary part of the beſt Government, which cannot be admitted 
ed to exiſt even as an eſtabliſhed check upon the worſt! Pregnant as 
nt it is with danger and confuſion, ſhall it be received and authorized 
Nis in proportion as every reaſon which can ever make it necefiary to 

recur to it is not likely to exiſt * Yet, Sir, I Enow not how it is, 
er- that, in proportion as we are leſs likely to have occaſion for ſo deſ- 
ne perate a remedy, in proportion as a Government is ſo framed as to 
be provide within itſelf the beſt guard and control on the exereiſe of 
the every branch of authority, to furniſh the means of preventing or 
Fl correcting every abuſe of power, and to ſecure by its own natural 
tu- operation, a due attention to the intereſt and feelings of every part 
i- of the community, in that very proportion perſons have been found 
my perverſe enough to imagine, that ſuch a Conſtitution admits and 


recognizes, as a part of it, that which is inconſiſtent with the nature 


ore of any Government, and, above all, inapplicable to our own. 
en- I have ſaid more, Sir, upon this ſubje& than I ſhould have 
the thought neceſſary, if I had not felt that this falſe and dangerous 
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mockery of the Scoerergnly of the Pecple is in truth one of the chief 
tements of Jacobiniſm, one of the favourite impoſtures to miſlead 
ne underſtanding, and to flatter and inflame the paſſions of the 
maſs of mankind, who have not the opportunity of examining and 
expoſing it, and that, as ſuch, on every occaſion, and in every ſhape 


true In which it appears, it ought to be combated and reſiſted by every 
pure fiend to civil order, and to the peace and happineſs of mankind. 
ſted, Ar, the next and not the leaſt prevalent objection, is one which 
and w contained in words which are an appeal to a natural and lauda- 
refer le, but what I muſt call an erroneous and miſtaken, ſenſe of na- 
that wnal pride. It is an appeal to the generous and noble paſſions of 
ſuch ination eaſily inflamed under any ſuppoſed attack upon its honour, I 
ve, wean the attempt to repreſent the queſtion of a Union by compact 
Je an benen the Parliaments of the two kingdoms as a queſtion involv- 
on s the independence of Ireland. It has been ſaid, that no com- 
thoſe benſation could be made to any country for the ſurrender of its na- 
10 ſo. nal independence. Sir, on this, as well as on every part of the 
e be- Ultion, Jam deſirous gentlemen ſhould come cloſely to the point, 
it can 


they ſhould fift it to the bottom, and aſcertain upon what 
40 2 


—_—_ 
be lt dies of 
— 


＋* 


r 
— 


— < - * 2 : dad 
Rn 3 = 


* 1 2 £ — 9 4 - ä 2 - 3 2 4 = — 

* F 8 r - < 2. * . 3 I MEE TH no * &© il + 7 ; 7 22 ES - - 

5 MIT. 833 ä n — 5, POO 2 r N 8 5 * 1 = — 

ne . * — ef "I S # 1 wy. 0c - : 5 r - <3. r 
So r F > 2 8 * o - enn r * 7 * 142. , 1 
2 TI CES. OT ne — S 25 A 8 - : I d 2 n —__ 
* * 1 s : i —_ . * — hb „ 2 5 — me 8 * WI, * 1 * 

„ __ bh 2 _ 4 
— —— —— > oY 


—— 


— 
— 


— 


a © > - SI -— Sc, 
: 2 , ＋ 
0 - . a 7 
1 antes — 4 = * 


3 
Tx 


5 * D 
2 ä n 
— 


PO <3” 
= 4 6 USES 7 
F 


I 3 DET BIG 
© £7 . 


—— — — 


* — 
22 * 


3 * 


— "a = 


S : * — we 
= > — — —— ᷑ — 
—— . —— 
f—— — — 
. — 8 * ... 


2 _— 1 
a = — 2 8 = 
. ——ꝛ—ↄ 2 ES 7 — 0 & * 62 
4 3 


n 
i rret ne 


o 4, oe Z "I —— — i 
Sd . . . ” — 

1 2 1 3 2 WY . + - 2: N - 4 
2 wo EG OOTY ILY bd — E =, 
— * 3 2 —— 5 ay - 2 8 4 

bs - 1 N 


du 
n 2x2 * 
— 
— 
— 
— * 


— = 


— — 


92 2 


8 


— 3 


— — — 
— — 
2 n - y 7 


PC — 


_ 
Ara 


4 


. 


2 ˖ 9 A528 — mr * 4 
- — r N I . * + : - 0 hey n — 2 
bo — 2 : C f 8 FS. e bo - — — * = A 4 r — 1 * — 4 * mem 3 
. It IF > SES : 5 k W Ig 3 bn be a a — © 8 — 
— of : 12 — 2 -—- a ? 2 — ah 4 — * " = 2 . — — = 
. 3 1 7 A — - = — 3 < 1 = — 5 R ED — 


3 * 
* 4 — — — rn * CE 
— » 


— — 
rr 
a Cote ie - een Ap ore er 


- 


„ r — ” — — — 
— — — - ws n — — 
— 41 —_— _ 
> r 


= 
— — — 


2 


. 
AEDs 
— 


2 — 
RX py 


— 3 > 


2 = 
. 


* 


2 
1 
E 
7 
1 N 
1 
q 
24; 
„* 5 a D 
. 5 * 
7 
* 
BE. 8 
. * 
*. 
1 
: ©. 
'Y 
i] * = 
4 = EY a 
31333 
5 . 
* > 
* i 
© *s 
42% 
1 n 
9 . 
4 
4 
+ 1 
9 3 
"*» 20 
14 
10 71 
17 Ly : 
7 y By 
3 © 5 
1 li 
EM 
* 
. 1 
24 
: 
1 
* 
. 


tories of all the countries, the moſt proud of their preſent exiſting 
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grounds and principles their opinion really reſts. Do they mean 
to maintain that in any humiliating, in any degrading ſenſe of the 
word which can be ated upon practically as a rule, and which can 
lead to any uſeful coneluſion, that at any time when the government 
of any two ſeparate countries unite in forming one more cxtenſve 
empire, that the individuals who compoſcd either of the former par- 
row ſocieties are afterwards leſs members of an independent country, 
or to any valuable and uſetul purpoſe leſs poſſeſſed of political free. 
dom or civil happineſs than they were before? It muſt be cbvicus 
to every gentleman who will look at the ſubject, in tracing the hif. 


independence, of all the nations in Europe, there is not one that 
could exiſt in the ſtate in which it now ſtands, if that principle had 
been acted upon by our forefathers ; and Europe muſt have re- 
mained to this hour in a ſtate of ignorance and barbariſm, from the 
perpetual warfare of independent and petty ſtates. In the inftance 
of our own country, it would be a ſuperfluqus waſte of time to enu- 
merate the ſteps by which all its parts were formed into one king- 
dom; but will any man in general aflert, that in all the different 
Unicns which have formed the principal ſtates of Europe, their 
inhabitants have become leſs tree, that they have had leſs ot which 
to be proud, leſs ſcope for their own exertions, than they had in 
their former ſituation ? If this doctrine is to be generally main- 
tained, what becomes of the ſituation at this hour of any one county 
of England, or of any one county of Ireland, now united unser the 
independent Parliament of that kingdom? If it be puſhed to is 
full extent, it is obviouſly incompatible with all civil ſuciety. As 
the former principle of the ſovereignty of the people ſtrikes at tie 
foundation of all governments, ſo this is equally hoſiile to al! poli 
tical confederacy, and mankind muſt be driven back to what is called 
the ſtate of nature. 

But while I combat this general and abſtract principle, which 
would operate as an objection to every Union between ſeparate 
ſtates, on the ground of the ſacrifice of independence, do I mil 
to contend that chere is in no catc juſt ground for ſuch a ſentiment! 
Far from it: it may become, cn many occaſions, the firſt duty ola 
free and generous people. If there exiſts a country which conti 
within itſelf the means of military protection, the naval force fe- 
ceflary for its defence, which furniſhes objects of induitry jufficicht 
for the ſubſiſtence of its inhabitants, and pecuniary refources adt- 
quate to maintaining, with dignity, the rank which it has atraincd 
among the nations of the world; if, above all, it enjoys the bleſſing 
of internal content and rranquillity, and poſſeſſes a diſtinct conktityy 
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tion of its own, the defects of which, if any, it is within itſelf capa- 
ble of correcting, and if that conſtitution be equal, if not ſuperior, 
to that of any other in the world, or (which is nearly the ſame thing) 
if thoſe who live under it believe it to be ſo, and fondly cheriſh that 
opinion, I can indeed well underſtand that ſuch a country muſt be 
jealous of any meature, which, even by its own conſent, under the 
authority of its own lawful government, is to aſſociate it as a part 
of a larger and more extenſive empire. 

But, Sir, if, on the other hand, it ſhould happen that there be a 
country which, againſt the greateſt of all dangers that threaten its 
peace and ſecurity, has not adequate means of protecting itſelf with- 
cut the aid of another nation ; if that other be a neighbouring and 
kindred nation, ſpeaking the ſame language, whoſe laws, whoſe cuſ- 
toms and habits are the ſame in principle, but carried to a greater 
degree of perfection, with a more extenſive commerce, and more 
abundarit means of acquiring and diffuſing national wealth; the 
ſtability of whoſe government—the excellence of whoſe conſtitution 
—is more than ever the admiratiun and envy of Europe, and of 
which the very country of which we are ſpeaking can only boaſt an 
inadequate and imperfect reſemblance ; — under ſuch circumſtances, 
| would aſk, what conduct woulò be preſcribed by every raticnal 
principle of dignity, of honour, or of intereſt? I would aſk, whe- 
ther this is not a faithful deſcription of the circumſtances which 

ought to diſpoſe Ireland to a Union? Whether Great Britain is 
not preciſely the nation with which, on theſe principles, a country, 
ſituated as Ireland is, would defire to unite? Does a Union, under 
ſuch circumſtances, by free conſent, and on juſt and equal terms, 
deſerve to be branded as a propoſal for ſubjecting Ireland to a 
foreign yoke © Is it not rather the free and valid aſſociation 
of two great countries, which Join, for their common benefit, 
one empire, Where cach will retain its proportional weight py 
importance, under the ſecurity of equal laws, reciprocal affection, 
and infeparible intereſts, and which want nothing but that indiſſolu- 
ble connection to render both invincible ? 


Non ego nec 7 ucris Ilalos parere jubebo 
Nec nova regaa peto ; paribus fe legibus ambe 
Indiclæ gentes erna in fedora mittunt. 


"Y I have nearly ſtated a!l that is neceflary for me to trouble 
the Houſe with : ; there are, however, one or two other obJeQions 
which I wiſh not entirely to pais over: one of them is, a general 
notion that a Union with Great Britain muſt neceſſarily increaſe 
one of the great evils of Ireland, by producing depopulation in 
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many parts of the country, and by inereaſing greatly the number gf 
abſentees. I do not mean to deny that this effect would, to a 
limited extent, take place during a part of the vear ; but I think i 
will not be difficult for me to prove, that chis circumſtance will be 


more than counterbalanced by the operatiun os the ſyſtem in other 
reſpects. 


If it be true that this meaſure has an inevitable tendency to ad. 
mit the introduction of that Britiſh ca; vival which is molt likely t9 
give life to all. the operations of commerce, and to all tlie i prore- 
ments of agriculture; if it be that which above all cher confidcra- 
tions is molti likely to give fecuriiv, quiet, and a r:Poſe to 
Ireland; if it is likely to remove the chief bar to the internal ad 
vancement of wealth and of civilization, by a more intimate inter- 
courſe with England; if it is more likely to communicate from 
hence thoſe habits which difiinguiih this country, and which, by a 
continued gradation, unite the higheſt and the loweſt orders of the 
community without a chaſm in any part of the ſyſtem; if it is not 
only likely to invite (as I have already ſaid) Engliſh capital to ſet 
commerce in motion, but to offer it the uſe of new markets, to open 
freſh reſources of wealth and induſtry ; can wealth, can indutiry, 
can civilization increaſe among the whole bulk of the people with- 
out much more than eounterbalaneing the partial effect of the re- 
moval of the few individuals who, for a ſmal! part of the vear, 
would follow the ſeat of legiſlation; If, notwithſtanding the ab 
ſence of Parliament from Dublin, it would ſtill remain the centre 
of education and of the internal commerce of a country inciealing 


in improvement; if it would till remain the ſeat of legal diſcufftion, 


which muſt always increaſe with an increaſe of property and occupa- 
tion, will it be ſuppoſed, with a view even to the intereſts of thoſe 
whoſe partial intereſts have been moſt ſucceſsfully appealed to; 
With a view either to the reſpectable body of the bar, to the mer- 
chant, or ſnopkceper, of Dublin (if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe that 
a tranſaction of this ſort ought to be referred to that ſingle eritcrion) 
that they would not find their proportionate ſhare of advantage in 
the general advantage of the ſtate * L. et it be remembered allo, 
that if the transſer of the ſcat of Leoiflicure may call from Ireland 
to England the Members of the United F n vet, after the 
Union, property, influence and conſideration in Ireland will lead, 
as much as in Great Britain, to all the objects of imperial arabition; 
and ti:cre muſt, conſequently, exiſt a new 
acquire property in that country, and to thoſe who poſſeſs it, to fe- 
ſide there, and to cultivate the good opirion of tlioſe with whom they 


live, and to extend and improve ticker] infiuence and connections. 
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But, Sir, I need not dwell longer on argument, however it may 
{xy my own mind, becauſe we can on this queſtion refer to expe- 
nence. I fee every gentleman anticipates that I allude to Scotland. 
What has been the reſult of the Union there? A Union, give me 
leave to ſay, as much oppoſed, and by much the ſame arguments, 
prejuchecs, and miſconceptions, as are urged, at this moment, ere- 
ating too the ſame alarms, and provoking the ſame outrages, as have 
latcly taken place in Dublin. Look at the metropolis of Scotland : 
the population of Edinburgh has been more than doubled fince the 
Union, and a new city added to the old. But we may be told, that 
Edinburgh has engroſſed all the commerce of that country, and has 
thoſe advantages which Dublin cannot expect. Yet while Edin- 
burgh, deprived of its Parliament, but retaining, as Dublin would 
retain, its Courts of Juſtice ; continuing, as Dublin would con- 
tinue, the reſort of thoſe whoſe circumſtances would not permit them 
to viſit a diſtant metropolis ; continuing, as Dublin would con- 
tinue, the ſeat of national education, while Edinburgh has baffled 


all the predictions of that period, what has been the ſituation of 


Glaſgow ? The population of Glaſgow, ſince the Union, has in- 
creaſed in the proportion of between five and ſix to one: look at 
its progreſs in manufaQuures ; look at its general advantages, and 
tell me what ground there is, judging by experience in aid of 
theory, for thoſe gloomy apprchenſions which have been fo induſ- 
triouſly excited. 

There remains, Sir, another general line of argument, which I 
have already anticipated, and I hope anſwered, that the commercial 
privileges now enjoyed by Ireland, and to which it owes fo much of 
its proſperity, would be leſs ſecure than at preſent, I have given 
an anſwer to that already, by ftating, that they are falſely imputed 
to the independence of the Irith Parliament, for that they are, in 
fact, owing to the exerciſe of the voluntary diſcretion of the Britiſh 
Parliament, unbound by compact, prompted only by its natural diſ- 
poſition to conſider the interefts of Ireland the ſame as its own; 
and if that has been done while Ircland is only united to us in the 
imperfect and precarious manner in which it is, while it has a ſepa- 
ate Parliament, notwithſtanding the commercial jealouſies of our 
own manufacturers; if under theſe circumſtances we have done fo, 
if we have done ſo with no other connection than that which now 
ſubliſts, and while Ireland has no ſhare in our repreſentation ; what 
freſh ground can there be for apprehenſion, when ſhe will have her 
proportionate weight in the Legiflature, and will be united with 
us as cloſely as Lancaſhire or Yorkſhire, or any other county in 
Great Britain ? | 


Su, J have ſcen it under the ſame authority to which I am forry 
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ſo often to advert, that the linen trade would be injured, and thy 
there will be no ſecurity for its retaining its preſent advantages. | 
have already ſtated to you (and with that very authority in my ff 
vour) that thoſe advantages are at preſent precarious, and that their 
ſecurity can only ariſe from compact with Great Britain. Such 3 
compact this meaſure would eſtabliſh in the moſt ſolemn mann; 
but beſides this, Sir, the natural policy of this country, not mech 
its experienced liberality, but the identity of intereſts after a Union, 
would offer a ſecurity worth a thouſand compacts. 

Sir, the only other general topic of objection is that upon which 
great pains have been taken to raiſe an alarm in Ireland the ide 
that the main principle of the meaſure was to ſubject Ireland 10 2 
load of debt and an increaſe of taxes, and to expoſe her to the 
conſequences of all our alledged difiiculties and ſupputed neceſſities, 

Sir, I hope the zeal, the ſpirit, and the liberal and enlarged po- 
licy of this country, has given ample proof that it is not trom a 
pecuniary motive that we ſeck a Union. If it is not deſirable on 


the grounds I have ſtated, it cannot be recommended for the mere 


purpoſe of taxation ; but to quiet any jealouſy on this ſubject, here 
again let us look to Scotland : Is there any inftance where, with 45 
Members on her part and 512% on ours, that part of the united 
kingdom has paid more than its proportion to the general burdens: 
Is it then, Sir, any ground of apprehenſion, that we are likdy to 


tax Ircland more heavily when ſhe becomes aſſociated with out- 


ſelves !—To tax in its due proportion the whole of the empire, to 
the utter excluſion of the idea of the predominence of one part of 
ſociety over another, is the great charaQeriſtic of Britiſh finance, 
equality of laws is of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 

But, Sir, in addition to this, if we come to the details of this pro- 


be thought fit, the proportion by which the contribution of Ireland, 
to the expences of the State, ſhall be regulated; that theſe propor- 
tions ſhall not be ſuch as would make a contribution greater tha 
the neceſſary amount of its own preſent neceſſary expences of a ſept 
rate kingdom; and, even after that limited period, the proportion 
of the whole contribution, from time to time, might be made to 
depend on the comparative produce, in each kingdom, of ſuch g 
neral taxes as might be thought to afford the beſt criterion of thel 
reſpective wealth. Or, what I ſhould hope would be found pfae 
ticable, the ſyſtem of internal taxation in each county might gradu- 
ally be fo equalized and aſſimilated, on the leading articles, 33 {0 
make all rules of ſpecific proportion unneceffary, and to ſecurG 
that Ireland ſhall never be taxed but in proportion as we tax out 
ſclves. 
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i The application of theſe principles, however, will form watter 

of future diſcuſſion—T mention them only as ftrongly ſhew:ng, 
6 from the miſrepreſentation which has taken place on this part of 
1 the ſubject, how incumbent it is upon the Honſe to receive theſe 
3 propoſitions, and to adopt, after due deliberation, ſuch reſolutions as 
bo: may record to Ireland the terms upon which we are ready to meet 
= her: and, in the mean time, let us wait, not without impatience, 
200; but without diſſatisfaction, for that moment, when the effect of 


reaſon and diſcuſſion may reconcile the minds of men in that king- 
7 dom, to a meaſure which I am ſure will be fond as neccffary for 
their peace and happineſs, as it will be conducive to the general ſe- 
curity and advantage of the Britiſh empire. 
"the Sir, it remains to be my duty to lay theſe reſolutions before the 


8 Houſe, wiſhing that the more detailed diſcuſſion of them may be 
reſerved to a future day. 

pe a 

2 RESOLUTIONS. 

mere « Firſt, That in order to promote and ſecure the eſſential in- 

here tereſts of Great Britain and Ireland, and to conſolidate the ſtrength, 

h 45 power, and reſources of the Britiſh empire, it will be adviſeable to 

nited concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt tend to unite the two kingdoms 

ens? of Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom, in ſuch manner, 

y to and on ſuch terms and conditions as may be eſtabliſhed by acts of the 

Out- reſpective Parliaments of His Majeſty's ſaid kingdoms. 

&, {0 « Second, That it appears to this Committee that it would be 

rt of fit to propoſe as the firſt article to ſerve as a baſis of the ſaid Union, 

„ 48 that the ſaid kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, upon a 
day to be agreed upon, be united into one kingdom, by the naine of 

16 the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. - 

\ ſhall “Third, That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this 

eland, Committee, that it would be fit to propoſe that the ſucceſſion to the 

ropor- Monarchy and the Imperial Crown of the ſaid United kingdoms 

r than ſhall continue limited and ſettled, in the ſame manner as the Im- 


ſepa· 
Ort;00 
ade t0 


perial Crown of the ſaid kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland 
now ftands limited and ſettled, according to the exiſting laws, and to 
the terms of the Union between England and Scotland. 


h ger * Fourth, That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this 
F thell Committee, that it would be fit to propoſe that the faid united 
| prace kingdom be preſented in one and the ſame Parliament, to be ſtiled 
grado the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
as o land, and that ſuch a number of Lords Spiritual and "Temporal, and 
ſecu%s BW duch a number of Members of the Houſe of Commons as ſhall be 
N ul 
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hereafter agreed upon by as of the reſpeQive Parliaments as afore. 
faid, ſhall fit and vote in the ſaid Parliament on the part of Ireland, 
and ſhall be ſummoned, choſen, and returned, in ſuch manner as 
ſhall be fixed by an act of the Parliament of Ireland previous to the 
ſail Union ; and that every Member hereafter to fit and vote in the 
ſaid Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall, until the ſaid Parlia. 
ment ſhall otherwiſe provide, take, and ſubſcribe the ſame oaths, 
and make the ſame declaration as are by law required to be taken, 
ſubſcribed, and made, by the Members of the Parliaments of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

Fifth, That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alfo to this Com- 
mittee, that it would be fit to propoſe that the churches of England 
and Ireland, and the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 
thereof, ſhall be preſerved as now by law eſtabliſhed. 

« Sixth, That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this Com- 
mittee, that it would be fit to propoſe that His Majeſty's ſubicRs in 
Ireland ſhall at all times hereafter be entitled to the ſame privileges, 
and be on the ſame tovting in reſpect of trade and navigation, in all 
ports and places belonging to Great Britain, and in all caſes with 
reſpect to which treaties fhall be made by His Majeſty, bis heirs or 
ſuccefſors, with any foreign power, as His Majeſty's ſubjeQs in 
Great Britain; that no duty (hall be impoſed on the import or ex- 
port between Gruit Britain and Ireland of any articles now duty 
free; and that on other articles there tha!l be eſtabliſhed, tor a time 
to be limited, ſuch a moderate rate of equal duties as ſha}l, previous 
to the Union, be agreed upon and approved by the reſpective Parli- 
aments, ſubjcA, after the expiration vi ſuch limited time, to be di- 
miniſhed equaliy with reſpect to both kingdoms, but in no caſe to 
te increaſed ; that all articles which may at any time hereafter be 
imported into Great Britain from foreign parts, ſhall be importable 
through either kingdom into the other, ſ:bject to the like duties and 
regulations as if ine ſame were imported directly from foreign parts; 
that where any articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
either kingdom, arc ſubje& to any internal duty in one kingdom, 
ſuch countervailing duties (over and above any Cutics on import t 
be fixed as aforeſaid) ſhall be impoſed as Nall be necetlary to pre- 
vent any inequality in that reſpect: and that all other matters of 
trade and commerce other than oy foregoing, and than ſuch others 
as may before the Union be ſpecially agreed upon for the due ei- 
couragement of the agriculture and manufactures of the reſpective 
kingdoms, ſhall remain to be regulated from time to time by thc 
United Parliament. 

« Seventh, That for the like purpoſe it would be fit to propoſe 
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> that the charge ariſing from the payment of the intereſt or ſinking 
, fund for the reduction of the principal of the debt incurred in either 
$ kingdom before the Union, ſhall continue to be ſeparately defrayed 
e by Great Britain and Ireland reſpectively. That for a number of 
ie years to be limited, the future ordinary expences of the United King- 
is dom, in peace or war, ſhall be defrayed by Great Britain and Ire- 
8, land jointly, according to ſuch proportions as ſhall be eſtabliſhed by 
n, the reſpective Parliaments previous to the Union; and that after 
at the expiration of the time to be ſo limited, the proportions ſhall not 

be liable to be varied, except according to ſuch rates and principles 
n. as ſhall be in like manner agreed upon previous to the Union. 
nd « Fighth, That for the like purpoſe it would be fit to propoſe, 
nt that all laws in force at the time of the Union, and that all the Courts 

of Civil or Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdidion within the reſpeclive king- N 
N- doms, ſhall remain as now by law eſtabliſhed within the ſame, "M4 
in ſubject only to ſuch alterations or regulations from time to time 4 
0s as circumſtances may appear to the Parliament of the United King- + 
al dom to require. | | *h 
ih « That the foregoing Reſolutions be laid before His Majeſty 4 5 
or with an humble Addreſs, aſſuring His Majeſty that we have pro- 1 
in ceeded with the utmoſt attention to the conſideration of the im- 1 
en- portant objects recommended to us in His Majeſty's gracious Wi 
uty Meſſage : 515 
me 


{3 


by 
P 23 
<> wu 


That we entertain a firm perſuaſion that a complete and entire 
Union between Great Britain and Ireland, founded on equal and 
li- liberal principles, on the ſimĩlarity of Laws, Conſtitution, and Go- 
di- vermaent, and on a ſenſe of mutual intereſts and affections, by pro- 
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: t0 moting the ſecurity, wealth, and commerce of the reſpective king- 'F 
be doms, and by allaving the diſtractions which have unhappily pre- 1 
able vailed in Ireland, muſt afford freſ means of oppoſing at all times 1 
and an effectual reſiſtance to the deſtructive projeRs of our foreign and 15 
ts; domeſtic enemies, and muſt tend to confirm and augment the ſta- 4 
e of bility, power, and reſources of the empire. . 
om, Impreſſed with theſe conſiderations, we feel it our duty hum- i 
% iy to lay before His Majeſty ſuch propoſitions as appear to us beſt * 
pre- ealeulated to form the baſis of ſuch a ſettlement, leaving it to His q 
rs of Majeſty's wiſdom, at ſuch time and in ſuch manner as His Majeſty, 6 
the in his parental ſolicitude for the happineſs of his People, ſhall 
. judge fir, to communicate theſe Propoſitions to his Parliament of 
Give lreland, with whom we ſhall be at all times ready to concur in all 
y the ſuch meaſures as may be found moſt conducive to the accompliſh- | 
ment of this great and ſalutary work. And we truſt that, after full 
poi; Wh and mature confideration, ſuch a ſettlement may be framed and 
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eſtabliſhed, by the deliberative conſent of the Parliaments of both 
kingdoms, as may be conformable to the ſentiments, wiſhes, and 
real intereſts of His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and may unite them inſeparably in the full enjoyment of 
the celſins of our free and invaluable Conſtitution, in the. ſup. 
por? © the onour and dignity of His Majeſty's Crown, and in the 
preſerva ion ad advancement of tne welfare and proſperity of the 
whole Britiſh erpirc.” 


[Commons, 


Mr. SI2EKIDAN roſe, and ſpoke to the following effeQt ;— 
Sir, I know how iticult it always is to make any impreſſion on 
men's minds, even by argument and obvious fad, if the imagination 
has been dwelling wita delight on great or difhcult ſubjeRs, or the 
attention detained by aaimated and flowery declamation. The 
right tLon-ourable gentleman, who has juſt ſat down, with a great 
dlipizy of ehequence, introduced this queſtion, and only talents great 
as, on could be ex; ected to produce that effect in their exertion, 
wich it is to be apprihendcd the ſpeech the Houſe has juſt heard 
ver sens y produced. It is, however, eaſy on ſome queſtions 
to arouſe thoſe feelings, in the fullneſs of which the moſt vigilant 
may be deceived, and the moſt cautious miſled. But much as! 


adinire the right hon»urable gentleman's talents in debate—indeed, 


in the ſame proportion that I do admire thoſe talents, I muſt criti- 
cally purtue him in the mazes of his dextrous declamation  [ 


mutt narrowly watch him from the avenues to national prejudice, 


up to the ſource and fountain of national paſſion. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman yields to no man in charms of diction, and 3s 
beauty captivates ſometimes to ſueli a degree that reaſon is ſuperſeded, 
and the ſober calculations of prudence abandoned for the more dat- 
Zling though airy ſpcculations of a romantic but fer ile fancy. Thus the 
power of his mind in the ſelection and application of epithets faſci- 
nate the thoughtleſs, and may ſeduce the unſuſpecting. There are 
ſome queſtions on the ditcufſion of which it becomes the Members 
of this Houſe to be ſuſpicious of talents and cloquence, whatever 
may be the weight of phraſe in which declarations of rectitude of 
intention may be conceived, and in ſpite of every appearance of 
hon-Ry of purpoſe. I hope, Sir, the Houſe will not be led aw} 
by the ſeductions of eloquence and the attraQive force of talent; 
but bat every man who hears me, every, man who cieriſhes in 
ſincerity a love of freedom, and a genuine reſpect for the prineiples 
of that Conſtitution which in the purity of its operations is free 
dom, that every wcll-wiſher of the Britiſh empire, that thoſc who 
entertain not enmity but friendſhip towards Ireland, will this night 
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diſtinguiſh between the flowing and rapid elocution of an admired 
Orator, and the ſteady and well-tempered voice of unaffected Rea- 
ſon. The whole world knows that never was there a period when 


| fine ſpeeches more powerfully affected the public, and never a time 
| hen, from fancied ſecurity or habitual indifference, the public 


appeared leſs eager profoundly to examine any queſtion. 'T hoſe 
who cannot be hurried along with the torrent of that impetuous de- 
clamation, which more or leſs excites the aſtoniſhment of us all, 
witl, however, pauſe to recolle& the arguments, and purſue the 
ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman in its elaborate detail. 
But, conceiving, as I do, that the Houſe is not free from the influ- 
ence ever attained over eaſy tempers by bold and ingenious ſophiſtry, 
apprehenſive that we are in the fituation of men who juſt begin to 
free themſelves, by a collected vigorous effort, from the chains im- 
poſed by beauty, or the ſeductive allurements of an amorous ſportive 
imagination, I muſt adjure the Houſe not to diſpoſe of a queſtion 
that is perhaps to decide for ever whether a great and generous na- 


tion is to retain its independence, and by implication, to determine 


whether a ſet of repreſentatives, choſen by a free people, muſt vote 
themſelves out of exiſtence, and give up the liberties, the property, 
the acknowledged conſtitutional rights of their conitituents, to, the 
domination of a power, that, under the maſk of iriendſhip, has in- 
troduced among them a force, originally faid to be intended ſolely 
for their defence againſt a daring inſidious enemy, whom all depre- 
cate, but who is not more to be deteſted than the pretended friend 
who aſſiſts only that he may acquire confidence enough to delude, 
and ffrength enough to deſtroy, I muſt think the Houſe has been 
hurried along by the right honourable gentleman from one degree of 
tranſport to another, until, in tae groves of his elyſium, they have 
been elated with ſcenes of grandeur, and fatigued with that variety, 
or enfeebled with that richneſs of proſpect, which is to render inquiry 
l-athſome, and which will inevitably prepare the human mind for 
the reception of any doctrines, however wild; and any aſſurance 
of future advantage, however iliufory. I took an opportunity laſt 
week of oppoſing the meaſure of Legiſlative Union with Ireland, 
in the firſt ſtage of the diſcuſſion, which, as matter of courſe, was 
to lead to that queſtion. I did fo then, as well from a conviction 
that meaſures of ſuch magnitude and of ſuch noveliy ſhould always 
be oppoſed in the infancy of their progreſs, as in the contemplation 
of what J naturally anticipated would be the effect of the elo- 
quence of the right honourable gentleman. I then ſaid, what I 
am at this moment prepared to repcat, after mi:ch conſidering the 
ſubject, that under the preſent circumſtances of Ireland, in this 
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criſis of her convulſed and neceſſarily diſordered ſyſtem of policy 
and general government, it is not only impolitic, but unſafe to 
urge, nay, even to agitate, the diſcuſſion of topics, in the iſſues of 
which are to be ſeen developing themſelves, the poiſon and the 
horrors which are to lay the moſt hardy and ſtout of heart proſtrate 
at the feet of a Britiſh Minitter—that are to intimidate and appal 
the moſt heroic ſpirits. Ireland, in her preſent temper, muſt be 
beaten into this mcaſure, and that Miniſter who ſhall make the 
bold experiment of flogging a whole nation into ſtupid beings, in- 
ſenſible alike to the duty the may owe to herfelt, inſenſible to the 
rights of the preſent generation, and the intereſts of the race yet 
unborn, as much as to the arrogance and cupidity of thofe who ſhall 
inflict the blow, or direct the torture ſuch a Miniſter may have 
ſecured his minions, but it may not be altogether unbecoming him, 
it he be deſirous ultimately to prevail, to meaſure his power by the 
force of his antagoniſts, and in the eſtimation of his means of victory, 
to ſeck an antidote againſt national pride and local attachments. It 
was after very folemnly and very fully conſidering theſe, and matters 
ſuch as theſe, that I oppoſcd on the evening to which J have al- 
luded, the meaſure at preſent under diſeuſſion; but the right ho- 
nourable gentleman appeared at that time, as he continues to do this 
evening, to think differently. But, except the right honourable 
gentieman, and a few who fit near him, I ſcarce ſuppoſe there are 
many perſons in the country, I hope but very few Members in this 
Houſe, who have not ſeen good reaſon within this day or two, en- 
tircly to change their opinions of this great conſtitutional queſtion, 
Sceing the manner in which the ſubject was brought forward in 
Ireland, and in the recollection of the fate of the queſtion in the 
Parliament of that kingdom, it might be doubted whether the right 
honourable gentleman would perſevere in the meaſure; but when ve 
conſider how ſolemnly he has pledged himſelf that it ſhould be the 
favourite object of the remainder of his political life to effect a Le- 
giſlative Union of the tuo kingdoms, that no weight of perſonal he- 
bour, that no loſs of popularity, that no oppolition of friends, and no 
clamour of opponents on this, or on the other tide of the water, 
ſhould deter him from purſuing that object, from doing that which he 
held to be neceſſary to the preſervation of Ireland; necellary, in. 
deed, to the cxiftence of the two countries; we are not to wonder if 
to this hour he continues to ſet all experience at defiance, and, in the 
face of the Iriſh nation, to ſpurn the aſſertion ct her rights, to fawn 
and fatter her guilcleſs mind, and by ſeeming to reſpect ner declared 
unequivocal opinion, to lull her into inactivity, the more ſucceſsfully 
to enſlavc her for ever. But let not the right honourable gentleman 
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icy Ml deceive himſelf whilſt he is exerting his ingenuity to deceive Ireland. 
o Let him remember, Sir, that ſome plots have been ſo cloſely wrought, 
of W fome meaſures of ſurpriſe and delufion fo intricately planned, and 
the WM attempted to be carried into effect with ſuch novelty of means, that 


ate the authors, the actors, even the ſubordinate characters in the 
pal drama, have been themſelves entangled in the mazes they have con- 
be trived for innocence, and overwhelmed under the ruins of that fa- 
the brie, which they have erected to overawe the independent. The 
in. naht honourable gentleman has this day not quite given us the ſame 
the rong pledge of his determination to perſevere in the preſent mea- 
yet ſure, which on a former day the Houſe received from him. We 


hall are even now to take for granted that he will perſiſt in it,; but 
ave although he may perſevere, thank God the Houſe has not given a 
im, pledge to ſupport him; and I hope and truſt they will not enter- 
the WW tain it at all. Sir, the right honourable gentleman has ſet England 
ory, ind Ireland in a perilous ſituation. He aſſumes in argument, and 

It we are to infer that he thinks ſo in fact, that his power muſt be 
ters committed againſt the force of opinion in Ireland, and that the ex- 
 al- MW ilcence of Ireland as an independent nation is incompatible with his 
exiſtence as a Miniſter. I hope the Houſe will check his raſnneſs: 
| hope we are not to be precipitated into a war againſt the feelings, 
the prejudices, the paſſions, and againſt the ſecurity of the people of 
Ireland ! The right honour.ble gentleman has ſown already the 
moſt frightful diſſentions in that unfortunate country. He has di- 


en- WW iced its Parliament againſt itſelf. He has held it up to ſcorn by 
tion, WWW iibelling its meaſures and traducing its wiſdom, and he has yet ts 
d in Wray the Britiſh Parliament againſt it with all that pertinacity which 
\ the diinguiches ignorance, and with the fierceneſs of men who are to 
right be told that a country ſtruggling for its liberties, only wages the war 
n we cf faction, only wields the weapons of diſaffection and treaſon. I 
e the Wii come to that part of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech, 
Le- in which he has commented with ſuch freedom of manner, has com- 
1l la- ted with ſuch aſperity of tone, a ſpeech made ſome time or other 
1d 10 WY a right honourable perſon of the ſiſter kingdom Mr. Foſter. 
cater, ad, Sir, if, without breach of order, I could ſuppoſe that there is 
ch he bur gallery a ſtranger, who has been a Member of the Legiſla- 
55 in. ne of Ireland, or in the habits of hearing its debates, I am per- 


der it uded he would at once imagine the right honourable gentleman 
n the Ir. Pitt) has detained you and the Houſe almoſt half an hour to 
fawn err him in reply to the ſpeech of that gentleman. Now, Sir, I 
lared, Nick I can ſhew you, that the arguments drawn by the right ho- 
sfully erable gentleman oppoſite to me, from the topics in the ſpeech of 
em r honourable Member of the fiſter kingdom, do net in any one 
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tittle apply to the preſent queſtion. He has attempted, indeed, 
ſhew the inconſiſtency of ſentiment by which he tells us the con. 


duct of Mr. Foſter is to be diſtinguiſhed. Mr. Foſter's opini| 


was, that the adoption of the commercial propoſitions was neceſſin 
to the exiſtence of Ireland, and that they could not be rejected 
without incurring the certain riſk of ſowing diſſentions, and of ex. 
citing commercial jealouſies. This, according to the right honour. 
ble gentleman, was that Stateſman's opinion in 1785, and the in. 
conſiſteney conſiſts, as he has this night told us, in his having in. 
ſiſted in his publiſhed letters, that the adjuſtment in 1782 wx 
final. Now, Sir, the right honourable gentleman himſelf enter. 
tained the ſame opinion at the period alluded to, and inſtead of the 
tame language of Mr. Foſter, that the rei-Rtion of thoſe propel. 
tions would lead to commercial jealoufies—we then had the daſhing 
periods of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of Great Britain ring. 
ing in our ears—that if thoſe propoſitions were not adopted, he 
could not continue to hold his fituation. Yet neither had any ill 
conſequences ariſen to Ireland from the rejection of them, nor hai 
that, which would have been a ſtill greater calamity, befellen the 
country - the reſignation of the right honourable gentleman. Nox, 
how does the argument ſtand as it really aſfects Mr. Foſter? Why, 
he imagined that the commercial proſperity of Ireland would be 
advantaged, if thoſe propoſitions were adopted; and certainly there 
was no inconſiſtency of ſentiment in his preſent oppoſition to Legil 
lative Union, becauſe the queition of the propoſitions was purely 
commercial, whilſt that of the preſent period is one which is to de- 
cide the independence of the Iriſh Parliament. But, Sir, the prin- 
ctpal reaſon why I take up this queſtion now is, that the right bo- 
nourable gentleman has this evening developed his plan of intimid- 
tion and corruption. He ſays, that the commercial advantages de- 
rived by Ireland from her connection with this country, are necelſay 
to her exiſtence ; and fince, in the ſame breath, he adds, that to 
have thoſe advantages continued to her, Union is indiſpenſable; the 
inference obviouſly is, that ſhe muſt abandon all her commercid 
advantages, if ſhe reject the proffered alliance with Great Brita. 
Hence I do contend, Sir, that the people of Ireland cannot come 


with unbiaſſed minds to this diſcuſſion ; and it is impoſſible to fup 


poſe that a free choice is left to the Parliament of that country. it 


we wanted additional corroboration of the evidence, that ſuch is b 


ſyſtem, we had it amply afforded us in thoſe parts of his detail 
which followed. He tells vou Ireland ought to conſent to © 
Union, becauſe ſhe is incapable of defending hericlf againſt her i. 
ternal and external enemies without the alliſtance of her powerful 
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neighbour—[A cry of © Hear! hear!” ] — Mr. Sheridan infiſted 
that the inference was irrefiſtible—-that unleſs ſhe conſented to a 
Union, Ireland was to be deprived of all her commercial advantages 
Is this generous : is it fit to hold out ſuch language to Ireland; 
is it wiſe to preſs the diſcuſſion at this moment, and force all Ire- 
land loudly to aſk, not indeed free from anger, Why have not we 
had thoſe advantages yielded to us, on which, according to the opi- 
nion of the Britiſh Miniſter, our proſperity depends * We muſt 
owe it to the injurious policy of Great Britain, exerciſed in various 
acts of reſtraint and privation theſe three hundred years paſt, that 
we have been deprived of thoſe advantages which God and Na- 
ture ſo eminently adapts our country to afford us. But, Sir, let 
His Majeſty's Miniſters grant to Ireland thoſe advantages of which 
they boaſt—they may be conceded to her without Union—they can 
be improved by her without abjealy ſurrendering her independence. 
Thus much with regard to her means of acquiring diſtindion as a 
commercial nation. And as to her power of defending herſelf, does 
not the right honourable gentleman know that her volunteers have 
defended Ireland ? and what they were equal to in a period of con- 
ſiderable danger, during the American war, when the enemy rode 
triumphant on their coaſts, and in our channel, ſurely they are at 
preſent as capable of achieving in the zenith of our envied ſupe- 
nority as a naval power. It is a moſt cruel taunt uttered in the 
face of the whole people of Ireland, to ſay, that while you have 
40,000 Britiſh troops in the heart of their country, you will awe 
them by the preſence of ſuch a force ; reproach them with weak- 
neſs, notwithſtanding that you have had 200,000 of her beſt inha- 
bitants to ſupport you in the preſent war, while 100,000 fighting 
men of their natlon have fallen in your battles in the Weſt Indies 
and elſewhere, What is this but to ſay, it is true you have aſ- 
liſted us; but you are now naked; you are ignorant; you are un- 
avilized ; you are weak; and if you do not accept from us the 
benefits we offer you, we will proceed to confer them upon you by 


force. 


Look to what the right honourable gentleman ſays, when 


he tells you he will leave it to the unbiaſſed judgement of tHe Iriſh 


people and the independent diſcretion of the Iriſh Parliameat finally - 


to decide on the preſent queſtion. Are the recent diſmiſſals from 
office in that kingdom the proofs he would exhibit to us of his ſettled 
purpoſe to leave it to that Parliament to adopt or reject the mea- 


{ure ? 


It is truly a mockery to tell the Parliament this : Parlia- 


ment muſt fee that what has been done in the caſe of individuals 
may alſo be acted over again in the inſtance of the Legiſlature ; and 
bat the ſame power which effected the diſmiſſal of dir John Par» 
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nell, may- be ſucceſsfully employed to diflolve the Parliament, 
Will gentlemen only be ſo kind to themſelves as to reflect for 3 
moment on the tendency of ſuch proceedings? If in the Parlia. 
ment of the ſiſter kingdom thoſe meaſures are to be adopted, the 
ſame and a worſe tyranny may be acted in our own. Sir, I am 
afraid the political ereed of the adherents of the Miniſter in Ireland 
has been adopted by his ſupporters in the Britiſh Senate. I do fin- 
cerely believe, that if any one perſon who now ſupports His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters were to vote with me this night, he would de dif. 
miſſed to-morrow from all his places. We are to reflect on theſe 
things, Sir, waile we carry along our minds to that part of the right 
honourable gentle man's ſpcecl., where he peremptorily ſays, “ I do 
think ee meaſure goud for Ireland and good for this country, but 
tim ſhall be given to the people to examine it, time ſhall be given 
for rien heats to ſub" le, time ſhall be given to the Parliament of 
th- two countries fully and deliberatcly to diſcuſs it.” 

Nou, Sir, whic do theſe fine limbs of a ſcntence colleQively 
mean? Why that time is to be given for the operation of cor- 
ruption, time to intimidate the people of Ireland, time for the pe- 
reniptory diſmiſſal of the oppoſers of the meaſures, time for the diſ- 
ſolution of Parliament. But the right tionourable gentleman, in 
order to conciliate our aſſent, aflures us, that ſufficient time ſhall be 
allowed to examine his propoſal with cool and diſpaſſionate judge- 
ment, and that the farther diſcuſſion of it in Ireland will not be 
enforced until the heats and animoſities, to which it has already 
given riſe, ſhall have completely. ſubſided ; but what is this in re- 
ality but to give more time for the renewed operation of corruption, 
and for a more general diſplay of intimidating meaſures in the form 
of new diſmiſſals, againſt which the Iriſh Parliament may proteſt in 
vain? Nor was it the right honourable gentleman alone who at- 
tempted to juſtify theſe meaſures. I have heard them alſo juſtified 
by an honourable friend (Mr. Canning), and never did I hear any 
thing with more poignant regret ; for what ſenſation but that of 
ſorrow and regret could ariſe in my mind, when J heard that ho- 
nourable friend plead the cauſe of bold and barefaced corruption, 
and thus cloud and contaminate with its foal fog and baneful breath 
the pure and early morning of his political life? Would he now 
tell us that the right honourable gentleman had given a determined 
pledge, and could not now recede? Why did he? Who called 
upon him to ſpeak? Was it to encourage his friends in Ireland 
by a diſplay of his reſolution? But that was unavailing, as the diſ- 
cuſſion and deciſion took place there before that encouragement could 
reach them; but as to the charge of urging intimidation, neither 
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the right honourable gentleman nor his honourable friend, who an- 
ſwered me on a former occaſion, had thought proper to ſay a word. 
His honourable friend (Mr. Canning), from his parliamentary 
ſtanding, could not, indeed, have taken any part in the violation of 
the compact in 1782 ; and therefore his right honourable friend 
ſtepped generouſly forward and claimed all the ſhame, guilt, and 
treachery of it to himſelf. Like another Niſus he threw his broad 
ſhield over his beloved Euryclus to protect him from the vengeful 
reſentment of the Iriſh nation, calling out to them Ae, me, I, 
I am the man; wreak all your vengeance upon me 


Me, me, adſum qui feci, in me convertite ferrum, 
O Rutul: ; mea fraus omnis ; nthil iſte nec auſus, 


Nec potuit 


My honourable friend's abilities might, however, prove that potuzt ; 
and as to his courage, he was ſatisfied the Houſe had no reaſon to 
call in queſtion. The generous ardour of the right honourable 


gentleman to proteA his honourable friend, was therefore only the 
impulſe of affection. 5 


Tantum infelicem nimium diletit amicum. 


But the right honourable gentleman again repeats, that a Union is 
the only remedy that can heal the evils that afflict Ireland, or that 
can ſecure the ſalvation of both countries. He muſt, therefore, 
perſiſt in it, and call on Parliament to aſſiſt him in the execution of 
the meaſure ; he is willing, however, to wait for a more favourable 
opportunity, and until the Iriſh Parliament is convinced of its ne- 
ceſſity. And what is that opportunity he pretends to wait for? Is 
it not the day and hour when Ireland ſhall be in a greater degree of 
neakneſs? Does he wait until he can again reproach her with her 
inability to defend herſelf, and threaten her with withdrawing thoſe 
commercial favours ſhe receives from England, and from which, he 
contends, are derived all the fources from which her proſperity 
zriſes? Alas! it is but too much in his power to .create that 
moment! | 

Mr. Sheridan then recalled to the recollection of the Houſe the 
ſhameful manner in which Lord Fitzwilliam was recalled from 
Ireland at a moment when he was ſuppoſed to have been ſent over 
to grant to the Roman Catholics the rights and privileges which 
they claimed. The cup of conceſſion was juſt preſented to their 
lips, but inſtead of permitting them to taſte of it, it was daſhed-in 
their faces. Was this the proof of a ſincere deſire to reconeile the 
Roman Catholic body? And if he is acquainted, as, ſurcly he is, 
4Q 2 = 


— * r 
— 8 — bt art — < > 


4 x 
es * 'P : . * N 1 5 2 r 8 
Y a KID: be 2222 1 : M4 2 2 7 55 * 
2 1 — — rr f ol - E 1 * 7x0 ICs & ” 
- 74 < » ; A : ——= = DR” = TAE 7 ” * 
E a e * ado —- 7 . r FS a, : 8 — 
2 — 22 — < 4 — . 2 - — = 2 - 6 XD Aa. * 2 — =4 . 4 
N 2 Wh * £ 5 5 - - _—_ 
+ 3% — r 


2 2 0 7 "IEF" 4 
— — 3 — ———ä ͤ l yy — dE- — „ 


— A : 


* — 2 


LIE = 
3 — — ** 2 * ZW — 
— —— == 


[ CoMmoxs. 


668 PARLIAMENTARY 


with the workings of the human heart, muſt he not be well aware of 
what men will do when ſo provoked? We all agree, continued 
Mr. Sheridan, reſpecting the neceſſity of a connection between tte 
two countries, and that nothing could be more fatal to either than 
that Ireland ſhould be poſſeſſed by the French. Should we na 
then ſeriouſly conſider how far the enforcing of this meaſure may 
tend to favour what the right honourable gentleman calls the fa. 
vourite object of the enemy, and which J really believe to be their 
earneſt wiſh, namely, the invaſion of Ireland. Sceing it, as I do, 
in this light, have I not every reaſon and motive for imploring the 
Houſe not to give it any farther countenance? Indeed, in every 
view I can take of it, it appears to me not only to be dangerous, but 
as childiſh a ſcheme as that which the right honourable gentleman 
has choſen to ſtigmatize ſo frequently with that epithet. 

Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to vindicate Mr. Fox from the ae. 
cuſation of not having followed up the reſolution of 1782. He 
ſhewed that that honourable gentleman remained but two months 
after in office, and therefore could give it no effect; but did the 
right honourable gentleman himſelf, when he came afterwards into 
power, attempt to bring forward the &bjections which he had this 
night ſo triumphantly urged? Had he not now been fifteen vears 
a Miniſter without ever endeavouring to do that which from the 
firſt he deemed to be indiſpenſably neceſſary? 

He has alſo affirmed, that an equal proportion of the Triſh Houſe 
of Commons, a large majority of the Iriſh Peers, and an equally 
large proportion of the people out of doors, were friendly to the 
mcaſure of a Union; but it he would but look of what that di 
viſion againſt it in the Commons was compoſed, he would diſcover 
that it contained almoſt all the country gentlemen ; while, if he 
examined who compoſed that on the other ſide of the queſtion, they 
would be almoſt all found to be under the influence of the Crown: 
if, beſides this, the diſmiſſals that had taken place in ſpite of the fair 
character of thoſe who were removed, thus unjuſtly removed from 
office, it was a ſhame to ſpeak of any thing like an equality between 
thoſe who oppoſed and thoſe who ſupported the propoſed Union. 
Now as to the large proportion of the people out of doors, who als 
ſaid to be favourable to it, where were they to be found? He 
knew of no place but Cork that expreſſed any thing like approba- 
tion of it, and, perhaps, Limerick alſo—but was therc not a ure 
thrown out to the former, that they ſhould have a dock-yard built 
there? and, on the other hand, was not the linen trade menaced 
with being deprived of ſome of the means that tended to encourage 
it? Thus, to gain his ends, he held out a bribe to the South, ang 
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of threw out a threat againſt the North—ſome inducements are alſo 1 i 
1d held out to the Roman Catholics ; a diminution of tithes, and an 1000 
tte eſtabliſhment for their Clergy. But what prevents theſe promiſes 4 alt 
nan from being now realized? If it be right to do it, ought it not to +} 
noi be done whether a Union is to take place or not, and Parliament Y: bi 
Nay be enabled, inſtead of holding out bribes and barter, to win by A 
fa theſe conceſſions the affections and confidence of the Iriſh people "136 
it Another argument ſtrongly urged in favour of the Union, is the af x48 
do, proſperity which Scotland is faid to have enjoyed fince it has been | E N 
the united with England: but might not Scotland have attained this | pf 40 
ery increaſe of wealth and proſperity merely by the dint of her own 10 
but induſtry? Beſides, Scotland cannot well be compared with Ire- $1 6 
nan land. In Scotland the gentlemen of property are fond to refide, tt 
and to encourage trade, &c. ; in Ireland it is the reverſe. It is 15 0 
ac. alſo ſaid, that two independent Legiſlatures may ſeldom agree; and | i 
He from this want of concurrence and co-operation, the moſt ſerious ca- 448 
ths lamities may ariſe : as well ſay that two independent Houſes of 448 
the Parliament may not co-operate ; becauſe the Lords, for example, 414 
into may throw out a money bill ſent from the Commons, or the Com- 1 
this mons may refuſe to concur in the amendments made by the Lords. 1 
cars The whole of theſe objections are completely refuted by experience [4 


the and to inſiſt upon ſuch objeQions, would be a libel on the Conſti- 
tution. French principles and Jacobiniſm were, as uſual, intro- 
duced in the debate, and made the ſubject of ſplendid invective.— 
But what was Jacobiniſm? Was it not Jacobi niſm that pretended 


the to make other States more free, independent, and: proſperous, than it yi: 41 
di- found them? Was it not Jacobiniſm that called on other countries Hl | 

over t reſign their freedom, their independence, and their Conſtitutions, with * 4's 

* he a promiſe to ſubftitute ſomething better in their place? If ſo, was [10h | 

they not the right honourable gentleman, in propoſing the preſent mea- 4 

n: ure, acting the part of an ARCH-JACOBIN ? i 

fait 0 


It is not my intention, Sir, to oppoſe going into a Committee, [i 1 
but ] ſhall certainly object to your leaving the chair, for the purpoſe 0 1 
of moving two Reſolutions, which I ſhall, in caſc the propoſitions 4 


P 
> . N 
af 4 — 4 ? 


ion. ſhould be carried, wiſh to have placed before them, for the purpoſe 1 
) ale of taking off, in ſome degree, that jealouſy which the Iriſh Parlia- 4 
He ment, I am afraid, will be apt to entertain of their paſſing this Wh 
oba- Houſe, after the meaſure of Union having been fo decidedly re- | 9 1 
lure {ted in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland. Mr. Sheridan then Ml | 
built read the following Reſolutions : ; 97 
aced “That no meaſures can have a tendency to improve and per- 1 1 
. petuate the ties of amity and connection now exiſting between Great Wk} 
ang 1 


Eritain and Ireland, which have not for their baſis the manifcli, 
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terms by the ſame honourable gentleman. The honourable gentle. 
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fair, and free conſent and approbation of the Parliaments of he {MWlriſh Par 
two countries. 2 nourable | 

„ That whoever ſhall endeavour to obtain the appearane: {Wpoſitions | 
of ſuch conſent and approbation in either country, by employ. {Wand delib 
ing the influence of Government for the purpoſes of corrup. ¶ ing moi 
tion or intimidation, is an enemy to His Majeſty and to the ¶ the meaſi 
Conſtitution.” aſked on 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that uſed as he was to the invz. people of 
riable oppoſition of the honourable gentleman to every meaſure pro. ſfsvour of 
poſed by His Majeſty's Miniſters, he was by nc means ſurprized Neonſiderec 
that he ſhould object to the preſent propoſitions. There were, Wination w 
however, ſeveral parts of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech which there oug 
had rouſed his attention, and made ſuch an impreſſion on his mind, It firit f 
that he could not but requeſt the attention of the Houſe till he made Nh are 
a few comments on them. And here he would beg leave to E. Nich to! 
mind the Houſe of the motion which the honourable gentleman had {Wight hon 


brought forward laſt ſeſſion relative to an inquiry into the condud iſſeccafions, 
of the Iriſh Government. In that buſineſs this Houſe was defired Nad mad 
by the honourable gentleman to interpoſe its authority reſpeQing Nell as ir 
meaſures which were reſolved on, and carried into execution, in {iſiimillal 
conſequence of acts paſſed by the Iriſh Legiſlature ; and cerainy Mohn Par 
there appeared a conſiderable degree of inconſiſteney with the mo- etance 

tion then made by the honourable gentleman, and the oppoſition he Nueſtion 

gave to the meaſure now before the Houſe, as that oppoſition was, BWW omento 
in a great degree, founded on the interference of the Britiſh Parlia- Nets of 
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man had alſo made uſe-of the word intimidation, but for what purpok i on 
he could not conceive, for his right honourable friend, in the very outlet % lire 
of the bufineſs, had expreſsly avowed the reverſe, and had Rated, in ik 
the moſt poſitive manner, that he would on no account wiſh to puſh x = 
the preſent meaſure, but with entire conſent and approbation of the um 


ment in what had ſo recently been rejected by one of the branches 
of the Iriſh Legiſlature. There was ſomething very extraordinary 
too in the ſituation of that country at the time the motion he al- 
luded to had been made, and what it happens to be when the ho- 
nourable gentleman objects to the meaſure now under the con. 
ſideration of the Houſe. He begged gentlemen to recollect, that at 
the time the honourable gentleman made his motion for an inquiry, 
the country of Ireland was in the very height of a moſt daring fe- 
bellion, and the interference of this Houſe was then required. Now 
Ireland, comparatively ſpeaking, might be ſaid to be at peace. The 
ſame interference, though intended, in his opinion, to operate 
greatly for the benefit of Ireland, was condemned in the ſeverelt 
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the Iich Parliament. He himſelf perfectly coincided with his right ho- 

nourable friend; and his firſt and only wiſh was, that the preſent pro- 
mer poſitions might paſs in order that they might be fairly conſidered 
or. and deliberately diſcuſſed, The honourable gentleman had ſome- 
up. thing more than infinuated that the people of Ireland were againſt 
the ne meaſure of a Union; but this he begged leave to deny; and 

aſked on what ground ſuch an aſſumption could be taken up? The 
wa. people of Cork and thoſe of Limerick had expreſſed themſelves in 
oro. f2vour of it; and if it once came to be duly and diſpaſſionately 
ized Miconfidered, he had no doubt but the great majority of the whole 
ere, nation would view it in the ſame favourable light. Certainly 
there ought to be great allowances made for the prejudices which 
at firſt ſight muſt inevitably operate on the minds of the people, 
who are allowed on all hands to have a great ſenſibility in matters 
which touched their national pride, though he thought with his 


) re- 
had Wright honourable friend that this national pride might, on many 
aug Wlſeccafions, be erroneous and miſtaken. The honourable gentleman 


fired Mad made uſe of the expreſſion of corruption being reſorted to as 
Ring well 2s intimidation ; and in ſupport of this had adverted to the 
„ in {diſmiſſal of a gentleman high in character as well as in office (Sir 
ainly ohn Parnell). But he could by no means fee there was any ap- 
mo- earance of either in that diſmiſſal. He ſhould certainly call in 
n he ſuction the fincerity of any Miniſter, who, having a great and 
ws, romentous meaſure to propoſe, in which the moſt important in- 
wiz. aeſis of the empire were deeply involved, would ſuffer any gentle- 


1ohes an to remain in ſo eminent a ſituation in the Executive Govern- 
inary ent as that honourable gentleman filled in Ireland, after he 
e al- ad declared that he could not, or would not, give the meaſure his 


upport. He could have no reliance on a Miniſter who, having a 
oft important meaſure to propoſe for the welfare of the leading in- 


con- 
wat at ereſt of the empire, would content himſelf with giving his own 
juin, rlonal ſupport and exertions in favour of ſuch meaſure ; but he 


'0uld leave his friends to vote in ſuch a manner as to them ſhould 


g re- 
Now cſpectively ſeem beſt. This ſeemed to him to be a conduct which 
The old militate againſt the fincerity of any Miniſter ; and therefore 


perate e Was clearly of opinion, the diſmiſſal alluded to was of that nature 

vereſt hat ĩt eould not be poſſibly avoided. The honourable gentleman was, 

entle· owever, one of the laſt men whom he ſhould have expected to have 
urpoſ tra bring forward an argument of that nature, as he had been ſo 
outer e ſtrenuous in condemning the recal of a Lord Lieutenant of the 
ed, in rx, who had acted expreſsly on the ſame principle. Finding 
o puſh © meaſures which he propoſed. were objected to by gentlemen high 


n official ſituations there, he diſmiſſed them immediately; and 
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when he was recalled from that high office, perhaps in ſome reſpeq Ml the ind 
for thoſe very diſmiſſals, the ſubje& ef his recal was, by the honour. may ha 
able gentleman, and thoſe with whom he acted, made. a matter of Ml taken pl 
ſcrious and grievous complaint againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters, M that the! 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that he coincided with his right honourable WM tion of 1 
friend, and he joined alſo in opinion with the honourable gentle. vere fo 
man in deprecating the ſyſtem which had ſo long been purſued to. jealouſy, 
wards the Iriſn nation, and which he confeſſed, had for a ſeries of would e 
years held them in a ſtate of the greateſt degradation, till the yea Wl Hitherts 
1782. But till he contended, that the ſettlement of 1782 v], elective 
not final. Conceſſions had been made one after another. The re. Ml allowed 
peal of the Declaratory Act did not give ſufhcient ſatisfaction, and If [rela 
he begged leave to call the recollection of the Houſe to the proceed. hould ! 
ings of Lord Northington's Adminiſtration, and the act of the renun. ¶ be ſecur: 
ciation of the power of the Britiſh Parliament over that of Ireland. night: 
After theſe came the Iriſh propoſitions, which, on ſome ſlight idea of WM tent had 
dictating a compact to the Iriſh Parliament, had cauſed it to reject: ¶ fouleſt a 
meaſure which was actually a boon from this country, and which a Wi been pre 
the time was objected to by the honourable gentleman, or at leaſt WW ned on 
by thoſe who aRed with him, on the ground of their being highly in- WM the hon: 
jurious to the manufacturing and commercial intereſts of this country. be had 
Petitions were likewiſe ſent from every manufacturing town in the nature, 
kingdom to the ſame effect but, thank Heaven! that narrov- Wi fr his f 
minded policy has now ſubſided, and was altogether done away. Wi take a f 
The honourable gentleman had attempted to weaken the remarks had, an 
made by his right honourable friend on the conduct of the Iriſh WM ith thi 
Parliament on the queſtion of the Regency—but what was that equal en 
queſtion? It was the integrity of the empire, and certainly the WW Union o 
conduct of the Iriſh Parliament in that proceeding might have been Wi vides, 
productive of the moſt injurious conſequences, and have altogether ¶ ¶ uoſe da 
interrupted and diſunited that integrity; for had it not been for an WM ſure, ha, 
accident, the Iriſh Parliament would have conferred the Regency WMWeree of t 
upon one perſon, and the Engliſh Parliament upon another; fo that Wn doub 
inſtead of being two Legiſlatures acting under one Executive Head, None bro 
as by the ſettlement of 1782 they were to do, they would have been Bi ſures. 
acting under two Executive Heads; and he thought the inference face, h 
on this point drawn by his right honourable friend were conclulive N rſalt to 


and unanſwerable. His Lordſhip obferved, that much diſadvan- BWrrearly i. 
tage aroſe to this country from ſo large a part of our army being Imperia! 
obliged to be ſent to, and remain in Ireland; for thereby our cx reans ſ. 
tions in the Weſt Indies, and other parts abroad, were very conſi· vas con; 
derably crippled. Much had been ſaid by the honourable gentle- of a pre 
man as to the commercial proſperity of Ireland, in conſequenee wourſe ta 


Vol 
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peds the independence of her Parliament; but whatever that proſperity 
wur. MI may have been, the courſe of events which had for ſome years paſt 
er of taken place in that country, had firmly riveted him in the opinion 
ters, that there muſt be ſomething radically wrong in the internal ſitua- 
rable tion of that country. The intereſts of the Proteſtant and Catholic 
ntle. were fo diſtinct and different, and formed ſuch continual food for 
to- jcalouſy, that he was afraid nothing but a grand Legiſlative Union 
es of Ml would ever be able effeQually to reconcile them one to the other. 
jet I Hitherto the conceſſions that had been made to the Catholics of the 

was WW elective franchiſe, and other extenſions of favour, had not, it was 
le . i allowed by the honourable genticman, produced the deſired effect. 
» and If Ireland had continued profperous and tranquil ſince 1782, he 
ceed. Wil ſhould have entertained hopes that the intereſt of the empire might 
nun. be ſecured, without recurring to the meaſure under conſideration this 
land. nicht: but the reverſe had been, the caſe, and one ſubject of diſcon- 
ſea of WW tent had alternately riſen after another, till it had terminated in the 
ject a WH fouleſt and moſt unnatural rebellion. This he was convinced had 
ch u been produced by a ſcandalous Jacobin conſpiracy, headed and car- 
lea BMW ned on by perſons, one of whom had ſormerly been the friend of 
ly in. he honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, though he had no doubt 
antry. be had been deluded as to his intentions. In all queſtions of this 
n the Bi nature, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould always wiſh to take experience 
row. for his guide; and in fo doing in the preſent caſe, he could not 
away. cke a ſtronger ground, than by adverting to the ſituation of Scot- 
marks Wh land, and the ſtriking benefits which ſhe had derived from a Union 
Trim WM with this country, though the ſame arguments had been uſed with 
s that WWW equal energy, and with a proportionate zeal by the oppoſers of a 
y the BW Union on that occafion ; but till that beſt and moſt. unerring of 
been E eides, experience, had clearly ſhewn that all the predictions of 
gether E thoſe days, as to the ruinous and impulitic conſequences of the mea- 
for an WW lure, had been altogether ſatisfied, and Scotland was enjoying a de- 
gene) see of the moſt flattering and daily increafing proſperity. He had 
o that WW no doubt but Ireland would reap the ſame advantages, if ſhe was 


* once brought to a fair and full adoption of the ſame beneficial mea- 
> been 


crence E dace, had laid conſiderable ſtreſs on the diſadvantage that would 
Jufive A rſult to Ireland from the number of abſentces, which would be 
dan. veatly increaſed by the removal of ſo many men of fortune to the 
being i imperial Parliament. This argument, however, he could by no 
cle I weans ſee in the fame point of view. At all events, however, he 
conſi· vas convinced that it would be counterbalanced by the introduction 
bu 0 a great deal of active capital into the country, which would of 


wurſe take over many perſons from this kingdom to reſide in Ire- 
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land. The bringing the whole of the two nations under one fove. 


reign, independent Legiſlature, would alſo make the people of pro. 


perty in Ireland more ſtudious and defirous to cultivate the welfare | 


of the country ; and the proſperity of it muſt be greatly advanced 
by the certainty that the great maſs of property in Great Britain 
would become pledged for the ſecurity of property in Ireland; 2 
guarantee which could not fail of producing the beſt and moſt ineſti- 
mable effects. The proſperity and tranquillity of this country were 
owing to the great value every man ſet upon the Conſtitution ; and 
when this Conſtitution became the property of the Iriſh people, it 
could not fail to operate the ſame bleſſings in their favour, in ſpite 
of the machinations of every, Jacobin wiſh to the contrary, It 
would be my deſire, Sir, ſaid his Lordſhip, to extend the bleſſings 
of this Conſtitution to all my fellow creatures ; it is my particular 
with that the people of Ireland ſhould derive every benefit from it 
that reſults to us: I am defirous to pledge my own property in 
Great Britain, as well as the property of Britons in general, for the 
ſecurity of property in Ireland ; but, Sir, I beg leave to repeat, that 
I wiſh this matter to be fairly and fully diſcuſſed, chiefly that the 


people of Ireland may ſee what we are willing to do in ſupport of | 


their intereſts; and I would not wiſh the meaſure to be adopted 


but by the wiſh and voice of the people and of the Parliament of 


both countries; and I deprecate the idea of uſing either corruption 
or intimidation as much as the honourable Member, or any one elle 
can do. Theſe, Sir, are the reaſons which actuate me to vote for 
the preſent propoſitions being ſubmitted to a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, by way of recording what we were willing to do in 
adrancement of the intereſts of Ireland. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſpoke in explanation, and denied that he had 
yoted on the Iriſh propoſitions, as ſtated by his Lordſhip. 

Dr. LAWRENCE contended, that the inference drawn by the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, as to the inconſiſtency of the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) having made a motion for an inquin 
laſt ſeſſion, and now oppoſing the preſent meaſure, was not vell 
founded. The difference of the time, as well as of the ſituation 
of the two countries, was, in his opinion, the reverſe of what tht 
noble Lord had conceived them to be. When the meaſure was firl 
introduced in the Houſe, he was not clearly decided that he ſhould 
vote againſt it ; but ſince that time, circumſtances relative to it had 
taken place elſewhere, which made him deeply regret that the me 
ſure had ever been brought forward at all. One branch of the Legil- 
lature of Ireland had, in the moſt decided manner rejected it, and he 


vas therefore extremely ſorry that any farther attempt ſhould be 
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Ve- | 
o- made to revive it here at the preſent moment. Ireland ſeemed at 
are preſent to be in a ſtate of conſiderable irritation ; and it was cer- 


ced tainly of the higheſt importance that ſuch a diſpoſition ſhould not 
ain be aggravated by the ſtimulation of any jealouſy which they may 


; a have conceived of an intended attempt on the independence of their 
ſti- Parliament. 

ere Before he proceeded any farther, however, he found it neceſſary 
ind to make ſome few obſervations on what had fallen from the noble 
it Lord relative to the ſubject of diſmiſſals. He could not conceive 
ite that the two caſes alluded to, and endeavoured to be aſſimilated by 
It the noble Lord, were in any degree analogous. There was a great 
Ng8 difference between one individual having an objection to a ſingle 
lar ſpecific meaſure like the preſent, and ſeveral individuals who com- 
1 It poſe part of the Councils of a Lord Lieutenant, with whom he is 
in to carry on the buſineſs of the Government, thwarting his meaſures 
the on all occaſions, and preventing him from carrying into effect the 
hat duties of the high official ſituation to which he was appointed. Such 
the was the caſe in the inſtance alluded to, and to act otherwiſe than 


of Wi that noble Perſonage had done, was impoſſible. Much had been 
ted laid by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, as well as by the right ho- 


t of WW nourable mover of the preſent meaſure, on the ſubject of the ſettle- 
ion ment made in 1782, not being final or complete. Something, it 
elſe was aſſerted, was left to be done, in order to fulfil what was only 
for in part executed. He had not heard the ſentiments of the gentle- 
the men who compoſed the Adminiſtration of that day, with whom the 
1 meaſure had originated, and by whom. it had been carried to the 

length it had proceeded ; but he had received an explanation of it 
had from one gentleman who formed a part of that Adminiſtration (Mr. 

Burke); a gentleman whoſe pre-eminent abilities had been for 
the many years the admiration, not only of that Houſe, but of the 
able country at large—whoſe great endowments yielded to nothing but 
uy the goodneſs of his heart, and the love of his country. This 
11 gentleman had aſſured him, that what remained to be done by way 
tion of forming the completion of that ſettlement made in 178 2 was 
the 10 more than a mere additional arrangement reſpecting the com- 
firſt mercial intereſts of the two countries, which was intended at ſome 
a7 future favourable opportunity to be ſettled, by way of compact, be- 


deen the reſpective Parliaments ; and that, as to every conſtitu- 


concluſive, 

DoQtor Lawrence then adverted to the circumſtance of the pre- 
ſent meaſure being introduced this night under the name of a 
Union, after one of the parties which was to give its — to the 
| 4R 2 1 


tional purpoſe, the ſettlement. was held to be perfectly final and 
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might in the iflue prove ſo truly diſaſtrous. 
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marriage had abſolutely and unequivocally rejected it. How could 
that be called a marriage or union to which the conſent of one af 


nature, that if the parties eentracting it were not agreeable to each 
other, the cloſer they were drawn together by the bond, the farther, 
in fact, they were put aſunder as to every beneficial and happy con. 
ſequence which might be cxpectcd to reſult from ſo tender and inti- 
mate a connection. To preſs forward, therefore, a matter of ſo 
much moment and importance to the general intereſts of the em. 
pire, by the Parliament of this country, while it is objected to in 
the ſirongeſt manner, and in the moſt ſevere terms, by the party 
who ought to form the other part of the contract, ſeemed to him 
ſo pregnant with alarm and impending evils, that he felt he could 
not too warmly deprecate an event, the conſequences of which 
Amongſt the various 
arguments which have been urged in favour of a Union in the 
Houſe of Commons in Ireland, there was one which ſtruck him as 
extremely curious and novel. The gentleman who advances it 
aſſigns as his principal reaſon, that there were ONE HUNDRED AND 
SIXTEEN Placcmen in that Houſe, and therefore the independence 
of the Parliament was far more expenſive than the country could 
bear. | | | 
Doctor Lawrence then obſerved, that it deſerves to be attentiveh 
conſidered how far ſuch a meaſure as the preſent, if carried into 
effect, would operate upon the repreſentation of the People when 
brought into that Houſe. He had frequently, he ſaid, conſidered 
the ſubject as the repreſentation now ſtood, and he was of opinion, 
that let parties prevail as they may from time to time, the general 
reſult of the votes of that Houſe would be nearly the fame. In 
ſpeaking as he now did, he begged to be underſtood as ſpeaking of 
repreſentation of England and Wales. Where any body of men 
were ſent from a particular place or part of the empire with local 
intereſts and local prejudices, he would not pretend to calculate how 
far they might influec:ce the determinations of the Houſe on all fuel 
points as they might chuſe to exert their influence in ſupport of, 
A body of men delegated from any particular place or part of thc 
empire, eſpecially if that body was numerous — might, if they ad- 
hered ſtrongly together, create a very great influence in that Houle 
—and as the number propoſed to be introduced from Ireland Wis 
really a very extenſive one, he could not help thinking that it might 
produce a confiderable degree of embarraſſment in the buſineſs and 
debates of that Houſe. How, indeed, they were to diſpoſe of them 
he was ata loſs to gueſs. In the courſe of the laſt debate in lie- 


A marriage was a matter of that delicate 
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land on the prefent queſtion, it had laſted for twenty-two hours. If 
the majority of them ſhould bring over their inclination for public 
ſpeaking, and theſe came to be added to the fpecches of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman and others, who are in the habits of ſpeaking 
here already, he could not avoid foreſecing many: embarratiments 
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the numbers already poſſeſſed of feats in that Houſe. 


which would neceflarily attend ſo very conſiderable an addition to 
Be that as it 
may, ſaid he, it is of the utmoſt conſequence, that no ſubje& of ſo 
important a nature ſhould be put forward, if it runs a riſque of en- 
dangering the peace and tranquillity of the country, it is intended 
ſhould derive a benefit from it. By what I can perceive of the ſtate 
of the public mind in that country, there is too much reaſon to fear 
it is very ſore, and ill-inclined to receive propoſitions of this nature. 
| am the more averſe from putting it to the ſlighteſt riſque, begauſe 
] conceive there is no neceſſity for taking the matter up at the pre- 
ſent moment. If at any future period the ſtate of the public mind 
ſhunld appear to be more favourable to ſuch a meaſure, and there 
ſhould ſeem to be a proſpe& of their receiving it well; it is in the 


power of the King, with the advice of his Council, to take it vp 


whenever he pleaſes ; and the adoption of the meaſure will at all 
times be as complete and efficacious as if grafted on the ſtem of the 
preſent propoſitions. My dread is, that in the preſent ſeeming 
temper of that country, they ſhould add inflammation to a diſpo- 
ſition at preſent teeming with far too much irritability. At any 
rae, it may have the appearance of hanging vp theſe propoſitions 
over their heads as an object zz ferrerem; and thus by adding to a 
jeaiouſy of which ths right honourable gentleman himſelf admits 
they are but too ſuſceptible in matters which concern their national 
pride, a ſtimulus may be added to the preſent diſorder, the evil ef- 
fects of which it may be impoſſible to counteract, There is nothing 
therefore which I more feelingly deprecate, than proceeding with 
theſe propoſitions, It ſeems clear to me they can do no good, and 
may produce a great deal of harm. I have been happy to give my 
ſupport to the generality of the meaſures adopted by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, and ſhuuld with to do fo while he continues to 
proſecute the preſent tremendous conteſt. In proportion, however, 
It is tremendous, it became the more neceflary that we ſhould be 
on the beſt poſſible terms with Ireland; and in order to do ſo, I 
ſhould be happy to think the preſent propoſitions had never been 
brought forward, ] beg pardon, Sir, for having fo long treſpaſſed 
on the time and attention of the Houſe, but I deemed it my duty to 
ſpeak my apprehenſions on the cafe, I ſhall certainly vote, Sir, for 
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your not leaving the chair; but if it is carried that you ſhould q 
fo, I do not ſay that I ſhall vote againſt the reſolutions. 
The Houſe then divided on the queſtion of the Speaker, 
leaving the chair— 
Ayes, 140; Noes, 15. 
Mr. GREY faid, he knew of no meaſure more calculated t 
inflame Ireland, and to produce the moſt alarming conſcquenee, 


than that which had been propoſed ; and he perfectly agreed with 


gentlemen who had ſpoken before, that the recording the reſolutions 
on the Journals, and ſuſpending them over the Iriſh Parliament, 
with a threat of attempting to adopt them the firſt favourable Oppor. 
tunity, was a ſtep of great impolicy, which would tend to excite 


Jealouſy and diſſatisfaction on the part of the ſiſter kingdom. But | 


it was not his intention to enter into the ſubject. He only wilted 
to give notice, that if the plan was perſevered in, and a bill brought 


in as the reſolutions expreſſed, for the introduction of Lords 8 Piritunl 


and Temporal, and Commons, from Ireland into the Britich Par- 
liament, he ſhould follow that meaſure with a propoſition to guard 


thoſe new Members againſt the undue influence of the Crown, par- | 


ticularly in the mode of their election; and that he ſhould alſo 
bring forward a propoſition for amending the mode of election ge- 
nerally of all Members of that Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY agreed with Mr. Grey as to the dangerous con- 
ſequences of preſſing farther the preſent meaſure. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he would move his reſolutions on 
Thurſday next; and as he had heard nothing advanced again 
them, he concluded they were unobjectionable, and he made no 
doubt they would be adopted. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that nothing had been objeded 
againſt the reſolutions, becauſe they had not been before the Houſe; 
they had not been moved, and conſequently no obſervations had 
been made upon them ; but whenever they were brought forward, 
there was ſufficient on the face of them to ſhew the impropriety of 
ſuffering them to be adopted. 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſpoke in explanation. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, the noble Lord's ſpeech went ſtrongly 
for their adoption. He had expreſſed his determination not to 
ſupport the project of Union, unleſs it was fairly ſanctioned by a 
majority in the reſpeQive Parliaments of each kingdom; and he 
had alſo expreſſed his abhorrence of any corrupt or undue influ- 
ence being exerciſed to produce a majority in its favour. Now 


ſaid Mr. Sheridan, theſe are the very points my reſolutions 80 (9 


eſtabliſh. 
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The reſolutions having been read in the Committee, the Houſe 


| was reſumed, and the Committee aſked leave to fit again on Thurſ- 
day next. At half paſt eleven o'clock, the Houſe adjourned to 


Thurſday next. - 


Thurſday, February 7. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee in order to take into far- 
ther conſideration His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage reſpecting 
the propoſed Union with Ireland. 4 

Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that according to the rules and or- 
dinary proceedings of the Houſe, the right honourable genzleman 
moſt undoubtedly could claim the privilege of moving the order of 
the day, before he (Mr. Sheridan) could attempt to move the reſolu- 
tions of which he had thrown out an idea, and his intention of 
moving them, upon a former occaſion ; -if, therefore, that privilege 
was inſiſted on, he muſt poſtpone his motion for the preſent. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that though he had waited ſome 
time in expectation of the honourable gentleman's expected mo- 
tion, he was nevertheleſs ready to wave his privilege, and to give 
the precedence to the honourable gentleman. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then proceeded in nearly the following 
terms: Having on the two former occaſions, in which the preſent 
ſubject was under diſcuſſion, treſpaſſed a good deal on the attention 
of the Houſe, I feel it incumbent upon me to take up as little of 
their time as poſſible now. I ſhall therefore only urge a few of 
the many reaſons which might be advanced in ſupport of the reſo- 
lutions I intended to move. Indeed I think it the more incum- 
dent on me to ſay leſs at preſent than I otherwiſe ſhould, becauſe, 
though at the commencement of the debates on this meaſure I had 
the ſingularity of ſtanding alone in oppoſition to the right honourable 
gentleman's project, yet ſeveral gentlemen, knowing what the ſtate 
df Ireland now is knowing the irritation produced in the public 
mind by the agitation of this queſtion—and knowing the marked 
diſapprobation the mere ſuggeſtion of the meaſure has received 
from the Iriſh Parliament, are now as much convinced as I am of 
the impropriety of continuing to diſcuſs it here. This conſideration 
I ſhould have hoped would have had ſome weight -with the right 
bonourable gentleman, and have taught him not to perſiſt in that 

pledge which he ſo boldly gave in the courſe of the firſt debate on 
this ſubject. The right honourable gentleman had declared, that 
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his life; not his political life, as on former occaſions he hy 
pledged, but his natural life. Happily, however, this Houſe was 
as yet pledged to nothing, and I truſt the y will not join che right 
honourable gentleman in this. They canno he miflaken with re. 
gard to his object, for he has fairly and canciuly acknowledge it. 
The Houſe will, however, do well to pauſe before they advance 
farther. As yet they have done no more than to refer t 2 Com- 
mittee His Majeſty's meſſage, recommending it to the Hout to eon. 
ſider of the means of ſtrengthening the connection between the tyo 
countries. The reſolutions which the right honourable gentleman 
has moved are not yct ordered to be printed. Here the Houſe have 
it in their power to ſtop : but the caſe is different if they proceed 
farther. The queſtion now before us is, whether we are willing to 
ſecond the pledge which the right honourable gentleman has given 
of devoting his lite to carry this favourite project; a pledge, as ! 
have already obſerved, not of his political, but of his natural life— 
Here Mr. Pitt ſmiled|— Ves, the right honourable gentleman may 
ſmile at his pledges! Does he ſmile that they ſhould be thought 
ſincere? I know that he has before now pledged himſelf to per- 
form many things which he has not yet found it convenient to ac- 
compliſh. When the Iriſh propoſitions were brought forward, the 
right honourable gentleman declared, that unleſs they were agreed to, 
he could not continue in office, becauſe he could no longer be an 
uſeful Miniſter. Theſe propoſitions were, however, rejected, and 
the right honourable gentleman ſmiled at the pledge. He ſtill re- 
mained in office, and had of courſe diſcovered that there was no fe- 
ceſſity for keeping his pledge, fince he could be an uſeful Miniſter 
without the Irifh propoſitions. I know not how he means to di- 
poſe of his preſent pledge. He may ſmile at it if he pleaſe ; but 
will the people of Ireland ſmile with him? The right honourable 
gentleman has before now often duped the people with his pledges, 
and he may, perhaps, think proper at laſt to abandon this: be this 
as-it may, however, nothing could have worſe conſequences, nothing 
could ſo much tend to increaſc the evils which at preſent exiſt in 
Ireland, as this Houſe ſanctioning the preſent reaps of the right 
honourable gentleman: 

The effeR of the pledge which the right Wett gentleman 


has given, muſt, however, be conſiderable on the people of Ireland. 


It will produce much irritation, and inflame all thoſe di ſcontents 
which have already occaſioned ſo much miſery in that count!y- 
Were it adopted by this Houſe, the miſchief would ſtill be greater, 
It is, indeed, very difficult to conceive what object he propoſes to 
himſelf by proceeding in this meaſure. 


What advantage will his 
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argument of the neceſſity of a Union receive from the Houſe 
joining in his pledge, when the Iriſh Houſe of Commons has al- 
ready decided againſt it? If, the Houſe ſanctions the project of the 
right honourable gentleman, the two Houſes of Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland will be placed in oppoſition to each other, and 
the ſituation of theſe nations will be more alarming and frightful 
than that in which any two countries profeſſing amity for each other 
ever before ſtood. 

Does the right honourable gentleman not know, that while he 
declares his determination to perſiſt in this meaſure, the Iriſh 
people will fancy they can ealily penetrate the means to which he 
will reſort to carry it? On this point, indetd, they cannot be ea- 
fily deceived : the right honourable gentleman has declared himfelf 
openly, and the meaſures to which he has already had recourſe ſo 
plainly indicate his intentions, that there is little room for doubt or 
miſtake on this head. If he do not ſucceed on the preſent occa- 
ſion, the people of Ireland muſt be convinced that he only waits for 
a more favourable opportunity: they mutt know that he only waits 
for a moment when Ireland ſhall be more weak to carry his fa- 
vourite project, and that intimidation and corruption are the en- 
eines he propoſes to uſe. The means to which he would reſort 
muſt be known the moment that he declares he will perſevere. 


DEBATES. 681 


But it ought to be recollected, that the Iriſh Parliament do not look 


upon their connection with us as a boon they claim to be inde- 
pendent. If, then, the right honourable gentleman has ſincerely 
pledged himſelf, there is no other courſe left for Ireland to take, 
but to guard againſt the influence and the power of the Britiih, 
Parliament. It has been obſerved, that Ireland cannor exiſt with- 
out the ſupport of this country ; and a noble friend of the right ho- 


nourable gentleman has held out a threat of withdrawing from 


Ireland that protection to which the is indebted for her fafetv, and 
without which ſhe neither could defend hericlf againſt a foreign 
enemy, nor ſurvive inteſtine warfare. Thus the people of Ireland 
were plainly told what was to be the conſequence of their retuting 
to ſurrender their independent Legiſlature. The Houſe then were 
to put the two countries in this ſitaation, the moſt perilous and 
frightful in which it is poſſible they could be placed! Such, how- 
ever, muſt be the conſequenee of the Houſe | Joining in the picdge of 
the right honourable g gentleman. 

It is curious to obſerve the arguments which the right hanour- 
able gentleman and his friends have on this cccation uicd in * 
port of the meaſure they wiſh to carry into effect. One we be 
tempted to think, that the right honourable gentleman had cd 
Vor. VII. 48 
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a coalition with the party he has long been accuſtomed to reprobate 
a party which lately attempted to accomplith, by the force of arms, 
what is now endeavoured to be brought about by intrigue—T mean 
the United Iriihmen, with whom the right honourable gentleman 
ſeems to be perfectly agreed in five or fix of their leading principles, 
The United Iriſhmen wiſhed to deſtroy the preſent Conſtitution of 


PARLIAMENTARY 
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Ireland; this is alſo the object of the right honourable gentleman. 
The United Iriſhmen declared the Parliament of Ireland to be the 
cauſe of all the evils and of all the miſeries with which that country 


had been afflicted. 


forward the ſame accuſation againſt them. 
charged the Legiſlature of their country with being the dupe of the 
Engliſh party : the right honourable gentleman, following their ex- 
ample on this point, alſo aſeribes every miſrule, every error of Go- 
vernment, a!l the diſtractions and all the misfortunes of Ireland, to 


The right honourable gentieman has brought 
The United Iriſhmen 


| the influence of a Britiſh faction over the Parliament of Ireland. It 


is not, indeed, to the faction which he heads there, he aſeribes this 
influence, but he has aſſerted, that it wzs exerted by one, af the head 
of which the Duke of Portland ſtood, and of which his honour- 


able friend (Mr. Windham) ncar him was. a Member. 


He has 


told us, that that faction made a tool of the Iriſh Parliament to an- 
ſwer its own purpoſes ; and the United Iriſhmen have repeatedly 


made the ſame aſſertion: thus they are agreed as to the evil. They 


are alſo agrecd as to the remcdy ; for they both preſcribe a Revolu- 
tion — Delanda &ft Carthago is the maxim of both: the Iriſh Par- 
lament, they agree, muſt be deſtroyed, and this is made the grand 
cure. The United Iriſhmen and the right honourable gentleman 
have propoſed to apply their remedy, however, in ſomewhat a dif- 


ferent manner. 


He would incorporate a few of the repreſentatives 


of the people of Ireland in the Britiſh Parliament. With reſpect 


to the means by which theſe meaſures were to be carried into effed, 


they are alſo verv much alike. 


The United Iriſhmen faid, they 


knew better what was good for Ireland than all the reſt of the people 
of Ireland did: the right honourable gentleman has ſaid the fame 


thing of himſelf : like him too, the United Iriſhmen did not ſerupe 


to make uſe of corruption to gain their object: they reſorted to 
force and intimidation ; the right honourable gentleman has done 
The only difference between the two was, that the 
United Iriſhmen conceiving their Parliament to be the mere tools 
of England, were for depoſing it, and ſetting up a Republican form 
of Government with foreign aſſiſtance; while the right honourable 


the ſame. 


gentleman was for merging down the Iriſh repreſentation into that of 
Wngland: his plan, as well as theirs, prepoſes the extinguiſhing 
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the Parliament of Ireland, and the means he uſes to inſure himſelf 
ſucceſs, are the ſame as thoſe to which they reſorted. The queſtion, 
then, which we have now to confider is, whether a Britiſh Parlia- 
ment will ſecond the right honourable gentleman in his projeR, and 
ſanction this ſimilarity between him and the leaders of that Rebel- 
lion, which the Houſe lately ſo much deplored. 

It was once obſerved by an honourable friend of mine, in ſpeak» 
ing of an honourable gentleman in this Houſe, that he had a tem- 
per ſo pugnacious and ſo obſtinate, that if he ſaw two perſons fight- 
ing in the ſtreets he would never think of ſeparating them, but 
would rather inſiſt that they ſhould go on and fight it out. This 
was ſaid by an amateur of the art of pugiliſm, at a time when that 
honourable ſcience was held in greater repute than it is now. But 
with whatever truth it may have been ſaid, I ſhould hope that no 
Secretary at War would wiſh to ſee a legiſlative battle of the kind, 
with which we are now threatened, but that he would rather wiſh to 
ſeparate 1 the cambatants when he ſhould know that they were the 
Triſh Parliament and the Britiſh Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Let the battle, however, be fought when it may, it will not be un- 
intereſting. Each party is well ſeconded. "The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has two allies—corruption and intimidation. The people 
of Ireland have two allies alſo—honour and reſolution — honour to 
reſiſt the corruption, and reſolution to laugh at the intimidation of 
the right honourable gentleman. 

We have been told, that the exiſtence of Ireland depend: pon 
this project being carried. This I certainly do deny. The pro- 
poſition has not, and never can be made out; but it is a melan- 
choly confideration that the right honourable gentleman ſhould ſtill 
obſtinately perfiſt in his ſcheme, after the ſolemn manner in which 
it has been rejected by the Parliament of Ireland, and after he 
knows in what deteſtation it has been held by the great majority of 
the people of that country. If the right honourable gentleman 
continue ſtill in the ſame temper, and if this Houſe adopt his plan, 
the people of Ireland may naturally be expected to reſort, and they 
ought to reſort to every method of precaution, calculated to defeat 
the right honourable gentlemar''s ſcheme, and to oppoſe the influence 
which he would exerciſe over them by the weight and example of 
the Britiſh: Parliament. 

Much has been ſaid upon the corruption and mĩſgovernment of 
the Iriſh Parliament; and it is not a little extravidiinnry that theſe 
imputations, ſo congenial to the ſentiments of United Iriſhmen, 
ſhould come from thoſe mouths which not long fince poured forth 

euloziums on that very Parliament, which they now ſo groſsly 
+8 A 
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libel, I am far from pretending that the Iriſh Parliament is free 
from all blame. I do not mean to to ſay that it has never ne. 
glected its duty, nor over-ſtretched its power. I aſeribe to it no infal- 
Iibility : but when the right honourable gentleman has fo lately pro. 
nounced that Parliament he now cenſures the Saviour of Ireland— 
when he has, through the medium of the Viceroy, congratulated 
them on the ſuppreſſion of an inſurrection, and on the defeat of an 
invading enemy, I may be allowed to ſtate it as an argument againſt 
the right honourable gentleman, that, after giving the Parliament of 
Ireland credit for doing ſo much good to the country, he has ng 
right, and indeed he cannot with conſiſteney, charge them with cor- 
ruption and miſrule, and pretend that this new charge of his 
ſhews the ncceſlity of the meaſure he wiſhes the Houſe to agree 
to. I muſt fav, however, that were I aſked whether the Parliz 
ment of Ireland may not ſometimes have fallen into errors; whe— 
ther many of the evils which exiſt in the preſent ſituation of Ire. 
land, and much of the diſtreſs of the people, might not have been 
remedied by them ? theſe are propoſitions which I perhaps ſhould 
not be inclined to deny; but I ſhall always contend, that a Union 
is not the cure for the evils that are complained of, and that a Britiſh 
Legiſlature can never correct the political defects, or remove the 
diſtreſſes of Ireland, fo well and fo effectually as its own Legiſlature. 
'To maintain his poſition, the right honourable gentleman is con- 


demned to ſhew that the ſtate of Ireland would have this day been 


better than it now is, if a Union had taken place at a former 
period : he muſt prove to us, that the adoption of his meaſure would 
have prevented inſurrection, filenced all diſcontents, united all the 
diſcordant intcreſis, and conciliated all the exaſperated feelings and 
irritable paſſions of the country; unleſs he do this, his cafe is not 
made out, and upon mis ground Jam willing to reſt the merits of 
the diſceuſſion. . 
Doubtleſs there is much to be done in the way of reform and 
improvement in Ireland; but to do this it ſurely is not neceſſaty to 


pull down the credit and authority of Parliament. I ſhould not have 


expected this conduct from the right honourable gentleman, whom ! 
have ſo often heard declaim againſt all haſty alterations in forms of 
Government, and that ſpirit of innovation which is proved to over- 
throw inſtead of propping and repairing ancient inſtitutions : | 
ihou}d not have expected that he would be the firſt to lay violent 
hands upon the Iriſh Parliament. Bad as he has repreſented that 
Parliament, and however blameable it may have been, it has cer- 
tainly recovered much of its credit and character by the noble ſtan! 
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it has made in the defence of the liberties and independence of the 
country. | | 

The argument that the right honourable gentleman and his friend 
uſed when they aticrted that a Union was indiſpenſable to the con- 
tinuati+:3 of the conneQion between the two countries, I cannot ad- 
mit, I deny what has been ſo poſitively aflerted, that we have no 
alternative but diviſion and ſeparation or Union. The real alternative 
is, that the Iriſh Government ſhouldno longer continue tobe a corrupt 
Enzlith job. Is it meant to be afferted that there is ſome innate 
depravity in the Iriſh character which renders them unfit to have 
a Parliament of. their own? No, the cauſe of the corruption 
which has been complained of is obvious. The Government of 
Ireland has been made a job of for the advantage of Engliſh Mi- 
niſters; this is the corruption, this is the will that has pervaded it 
from firſt to laſt; but before Ireland be required to ſurrender her 
independence, let at leaſt a trial be made of what can be done by an 
honeſt Iriſh Parliament; by a Parliament uninfluenced by a Bri- 
tin Miniſter, by *a Parliament having the intereſt and the happineſs 
of Ireland for its object; and looking to Iiith proſperity and Iriſh 
gratitude for its reward, Let it not be a Parliament looking to St. 
James's only, but one that ſhall have the advantage of the ee 
conſtantly in view. , Let this experiment at leaſt be tried before the 
annihilation of the Irith Parliament be propoſed. I am certain that 
nothing can be done in this way which would not tend to ſtrengthen. 
the bonds that unite the two countries: and I deny Mat we are 
drieen to the alternatives ſtated by the right honourable gentlenaz. 
In the poſition in which the two countries are now imprudently 
placed, if there were a diſpoſition to ſeparation, that diſpoſition mult 
be greatly increaſed. The right honourable gentleman holds out 
that Ireland is helpleſs and dependent : he threatens the country 
with a meaſure it deteſts, and drives the people to take every pre- 
caution againſt the corruption and the intimidation with which he 
menaces them. The right honourable gentleman has diſplayed 
much eloquence in deſcribing the political defects of the Govern- 
ment of Ireland, but he will not ſucceed in purſuading the people 
that all the advantages he promiſes them from a Union cannot be 
as fully enjoyed under a Parliament in their own country. It ſeems 
to be a favourite maxim with the right honourable gentleman and 


his friends, that it is not poſſible there can be a goed Government 


in Ireland. The abſurd ity of this aſſertion is too Obvious to require 
any refutation. On a former occaſion I obſerved that the character 
and habits of the people of Ireland were ſuch as would render the 
reaval of their Legiſlature fatal to their induſtry and N to 
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the nation. Indeed it is my confirmed opinion that if ever there 
was a country in which a tangible, viſible, and reſident Govern. 
ment was neceſſary, that country is Ireland. The right honourable 
gentleman has told us, that Ireland will obtain great commercial 
advantages in conſequence of a Union Why not give Ireland 
theſe advantages without a Union? He has told us that the ſitus. 
tion of the Catholics and the Diſſenters will be improved; but he 
has not ſaid why theſe ameliorations muſt not take place without a 
Union. If, indeed, Ircland is to be regarded as a conquered 
country, then there is an end to all arguments of this kind. If 
gentlemen proceed upon this principle, they ſhould come boldly 
torward and ſtate it. 

I have already ſaid ſo much on this ſubje& that it is not neceſ- 
fary for me now to detain the Houſe by any farther argument 
againſt the project of the right honourable gentleman ; but I can- 
not help noticing a very ſingular anſwer which was given to one of 
the moſt important objections againſt a Union, It is generally 
admitted that the diſtreſs and poverty of the lower orders in Ire— 
land is in a great meaſure owing to the number of abſentees. This 
evil, it was obſerved, would be increaſed by a Union. A noble 
Lord has, however, aſſerted that a Union would not increaſe the 
number of abſentees, but that, on the contrary, it would make them 
refide more on their eſtates than they now do. He contends that 
the importance of a ſeat in the Imperial Legiſlature will make the 
Triſh landloyes anxious to cultivate the affections of their tenants. 
Tuts, inftead of conciliating, ſeems rather calculated to inſult the 
feelings of the people. They were to be told when the abſentee 
came to canvas, that he was not now ſoliciting a ſeat in the puny 
and miſerable Houſe of Commons of their own country, but in the 
Imperial Legiſlature : this is, however, a very fingular argument, 
hace the object of it is to prove, that men become kinder landlords 
in proportion as their Legiſlative duty places them at a greater diſ- 
tance from their tenants ; that they will be better neighbours, in 
conſequence of only viſiting their eſtates once in twelve months, 
and that they will all at once become humane, generous and bene- 
volent, from the worſt of motives. It is ſurcly no great compli- 
ment to the gentlemen of Ireland, to ſtate that they are only likely 
to do good from motives ſuch as theſe. 
certainly have a very high idea of the impreſſion that will be made 
upon the Iriſh Members when they enter this Imperial Houſe. 
He, perhaps, pictures to himſelf, the hundred Iriſh Knights ſtruck 
dumb with aftoniſhment and awe : he, doubtleſs, imagines that 
they will all poſſeſs the kind of diflidence which uſed to diſtinguiſh 


The noble Lord muſt. 
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former Speakers of this Houſe, who were always forced into the 


chair, until you, Sir, ſet another example. The noble Lord poſſi- 
bly expects that it will be neceſſary to order the Serjeant at Arms 
to force the Iriſh Members into the Imperial Houſe, and that they 
will be confounded, that they will actually crawl in upon all fours ; 
and all this the noble Lord tells us will make them kinder landlords 
and better neighbours. This ſort of argument is not very well 
calculated to conciliate the good will of the Iriſh ; it would rather 
irritate and provoke them; but it is needleſs to dwell longer on 
this, the Iriſh are not ſo dull and ſtupid a race as not to ſee its ten- 
dency, although it were not pointed out to them. I ſhall therefore 
take up the time of the Houſe no longer, but proceed to make the 
motion of which I have given notice. I believe there are few that 
vill not agree to the firſt part of the reſolution. It contains a 
truiſm, which, if the right honourable gentleman had not already 
declared he would oppoſe, I ſhould not have expected to have been 
objected to by any one, whether their ſentiments be for or againſt 
the meaſure. The right honourable gentleman has obſerved that 
the reſolution was unneceffary ; I truſt the Houſe will be of a dif- 
ferevt opinion. The right honourable gentleman cannot but 
know, that it tae always been the practice of Parliament, when 
ey expected any intraQon of the Conſtitution, to mark by a 


hlemn reſolution their diſapprobatien of the attempt, following up 
the reſolution with a pledge, that if the attenup« ſhould be perſiſted 


in, puniſhment would be inflicted on thoſe who ſhowa c found 
gullty. | : 
Mr. Sheridan then moved the following reſolution: 

„% That no meaſures can have a tendency to improve and perpe- 
tuate the ties of amity and connection now exiſting between Great 
Britain and Ireland, which have not for their baſis the manifeſt, 
fair, and free conſent of the two countries, ; 

{© That whoever ſhall endeavour to obtain the appearance of 
ſuch conſent and approbation in either country, by employing the 
influence of Government, for the purpoſes of corruption and inti- 
midation, is an enemy to His Majeſty and the Conſtitution.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid :—Sir, I was for ſome time in 
doubt whether it was neceflary to ſay any thing in reply to what 
tas fallen from the honourable gentleman. His only diſcuſſion 
has been upon general principles, and they are not now before the 
Houſe. They have already been amply debated, and the Houſe 
has decided upon them. If therefore they were now before us, I 
Would not deem it neceſſary to ſay any thing to confirm the Houſe 
u an opinion they have already expreſſed, and which ſtands re- 
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corded. Although I ſhall not reply to his general topics, yet I 
ſhall fay a very few words to his particular motion; it ſtands di. 
vided into two parts: the firſt is, that no meaſure of Union {auld 
be purfued without the full, free, and unbiafled conſent of the Par. 
lament of both countries. Ius, Sir, as the honourable gentieman 
has himſelf ſtated, is a truiſm. It was not ever attacked, it can- 
not be controverted, and mult immediately be atlented to as ſoon 
as ſtated. But that argument which the honourable gentleman has 
adduced as deciſive in favour of his motion, is a dectlive argument 
againit it. If a thing be true, there requires no declaration to give 
it effect, and all ſuch attempts are uſeleſs and nugatory ; but more 
particularly ought it to be an argument againit it, when actual truth 
includes practical falſchood : upon this point it is not neceffary 
that I ſhould ſay more. The ſecond part of the motion ſtates, 
that whoever ſhould, by corruption or intimidation, attempt to 
carry the queſtion, is an enemy to his country. This unqueſtion- 
ably has a reference to what has paſſed upon former details: it 
goes the length to infinuate that ſuch conduct has been purſued: 
it undoubtedly alludes to the caſe of a high officer in the ſiſter king- 
dom, who has quitted his fituation on account of his diſagreement 
with his colleagues in an important fundamental meaſure vt Govern- 
ment. If many gentlemen are eonnected cogether with the ho- 


nourable fair intention of ating for the ſervice of their country, it 
is neceſſary, in order & preſerve a unity of action, that they ſhould 


agree in tho. iyſtem; and it is an error to ſuppoſe that either the 
--gnment, or even the diſmiſſal, of any one, is a ſymptom of corrup- 
tion. The honourable gentleman himſelf well knows the neceſſity of 
ſuch a conneQion and ſimilitude of ſentiments, that there might be a 
harmony of conduct among the ſeveral Members of Adminiſtra— 
tion. The honourable gentleman will not deny it in any place but 
this Houſe ; at any other place he will not maintain it with a gra- 
vity of face, though he does it here. If upon any occaſion there 
chanced to exiſt any difference of opinion among the Members of 
the Government, it has always been ſeized upon with avidity, and 
quoted as a mark of the inſincerity of Adminiſtration, I have 
heard it ſtated from the gentlemen on the other fide, that perniltting 
a Lord Licutenant to diſmiſs all the ſervants of the Crown at his 
will, was fettering his hands in an unprecedented manner, and de- 
priving him of his legal and conſtitutional authority. It is impoſ- 
fible, therefore, for the honourable gentleman to aſſert that doctrine, 
unleſs he means to apply it to the particular inſtances to which [ 
have alluded ; and if he docs not mean to apply it to thoſe inſtances, 
it is then open to the objeRions which applied againſt the firlt part 
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of his motion. The inftance which honourable gentlemen have 
particularly fixed their attention upon, is not one of any extraor- 
dinary nature ; it reſults from the neceſſary conſequences of an 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtem ; it grows out of the very nature of all Govern- 
ments, where there exiſts the neceſſity of all the Members acting 
together. The honourable gentleman ſteps forth as the defender of 
the independence of the Iriſh Parliament, and reprehends me, as 
having ſpoken in terms of diſreſpect of that body. He thinks it 
neceſſary to call in the aid of the Britiſh Parliament to ſtep in and 
vindicate them ; but upon the grounds which I have ſtated, as 
applying ſpecifically to his motion, I ſhall move the order of 
the day. | | 

Mr. GREY could not ſee why the right honourable gentleman 
ſhould cavil ſo long upon the word truiſm, upon which, he aſſerted, 
that his honourable friend had grounded his reſolutions. It was a 
truiſm, if he pleaſed ſo to call it, but it was one which contained a 
propoſition that was truly ſtated, and which he felt to be a ſufficient 
ground for his aſſenting to the firſt part of the reſolutions, if not alſo 
to the ſecond. The right honourable gentleman ſays, they are di- 
vided into two parts, and they are fo—the one ſays, that no meaſure 
of force or intimidation ſhould be uſed to bring about that which 
ſhould be the reſult only of a fair and free conſent of the Parlia- 
ment of the two countries ; this might appear a truiſm to the right 
honourable gentleman, but it contained ſufficient motives to induce 
him to vote for it. He could fee nothing but danger in the diſeuſ- 
hon of the queſtion, particularly as it would affect the public mind 
in Ireland. The Houſe, in his humble opinion, ſhould have re- 
liſted it in the firſt ſtage ; but above all they ſhould not now leave it 
in the power of Miniſters to bring forward the meaſure whenever 


they pleaſed, and thus hold out a proſpect to Ireland that muſt keep 


that country in continual alarm, and in perpetual dread, that force, 
ntimidation, or corruption, may continue to attempt the introdue- 
tion of a meaſure which her Parliament has already decided againſt. 
duch muſt be the opinion created in the public mind of Ireland, 
not merely by the moving of ſuch a meaſure, but the avowed reſo- 
lution of the right honourable gentleman to perſevere in it. It 
Was therefore in order to do away that opinion, and to relieve Ire- 
land from theſe vexing apprehenfions, and to let the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment know that the Britiſh Houſe of Commons would entertain no 
idea of countenancing any meaſure that did not meet their fair and 
free conſent and approbation. | | 
Intimidation and corruption were at all times a crime ; and, if 


he had grounds to ſuppoſe the right honourable gentleman had been 
Vor. VII. 41 


— 


ant S725 e 2 


- 


_ = wa mg 8 
— W 1 * - 1 * 
4 _ . # 4 E * IL - 5 
* 2 * — — — iz gd * 5 
23. wm «-—— 2 — * — —— — 1 "2g 3 SM + » — 22 
> — man —g St 8 Done i TE 
8 65 - - 
23> 4 ” — - — 
T7 2 4 — — = — 


— 
2 N - — * — * 
— - * — 25 — — 
— - — S a Ce EIS... wa EIA 2. 2 9 EVE 
DR NOT IO RAR 
TF; ³ Ä ˙ A xx KZ 
— — as 7 
— — — - - 


Ki 

#1 380 
\ 54 
i q 1 
„ a 
124 7. 
11 f #1 
1 1 
1 
1 1 
1 
1 
1 1 
i; 438 
4 1 

#4 4 
4 ts v7 1 
*;" 
1 
1 
10 1 
1 J wo 
+$ | 2 \4 
1 
1 
7 4 411 
tit oy 
41; he W's 
: | F308 
+} 044] 
F f 
2 | | 


N . —— | _- f 
F — — 
* r N — — — ——— 8 
£ E — — 2 
N 3 — 4 


EN 


Y N. 
823222 ů —— — 
* 32 


690 PARLIAMENTARY [Comune 


guilty of it in the preſent buſineſs (he confeſſed, however, he had 
none), he moſt certainly would impeach him. But, though he had 
no proof that could authorize him to inſtitute ſuch a charge, he 
could not, however, help ſaying, that his conduct during the preſent 
tranſaction rendered him very liable to that ſuſpicion. The right 
honourable gentleman ſpeaks of the differenee of opinion which may 
ariſe on certain occaſions between the Members of the Executive 
Government, on fundamental points of policy, which, if permitted 
to be perſiſted in, muſt arreſt the progreſs of public buſineſs : but, 
undoubtedly, though that may be true as to the general concurrence 
of the Members of Adminiſtration on the general policy of public mea- 
ſures, yet it was a principle which by no means went to juſtify mak- 
ing the vote of a Member of Parliament on a particular queſtion, 
a ſufficient reaſon for his diſmiſſal from office, while he agrees, per- 
haps, with his colleagues on all other points ; that ſurely was not 
within the rule which the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to 
preſcribe to himſelf. The cafe, adduced ſo triumphantly by the 
right honourable gentleman, was very different from that now in 
diſpute. The Lord Lieutenant, whom he had alluded to, was to 
carry a ſyſtem of Goverament wholly different from that which was 
purſued before his entrance into office—that Lord Lieutenant was 
inſtructed to carry certain meaſures, to which he knew that moſt of 
the Members of the then exiſting Adminiſtration in Ireland, were 
decidedly hoſtile—if therefore he made ſuch arrangements as were 
neceſſary for the accempliſhment of that general plan, he was juſti- 
fied in doing ſo, and his conduct on ſuch an occafion would be 
widely different from that now purſued by the right honourable gen- 
tleman, who, according to his own principle, might be juſtified in 
removing a perſon high in office, who differed from his colleagues 


on ſome fundamental point, as in the caſe of the Chancellor of the | 


Exchequer in Ireland; for ſhould it fairly authorize him to remove 
the Prime Serjeant, who adminiſtered an office that ſhould ſtand 
aloof from the influence of Government, as all law offices ſhould 
do, merely becauſe he would not vote as the right honourable gen- 
fleman wiſhed on the queſtion of the Union? this ſurely was mak- 
ing Parliament the inſtrument of corruption. But the right ho- 
nourable geutleman has ſaid, that the diſmiſſals complained of, aroſe 
ſolely from the fair, fincere and honourable intentions of Govern- 
ment, who for the ſecurity of the public good could not continue to 
act with thoſe who differed from them on great and eſſential points 
of policy : was this the uniform and unvaried opinion which ruled 
the public conduct of that right honourable gentleman ? If fo, he 
would beg leave to aſk, if there was not a time when a queſtion 35 
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important as the Union with Ireland, and as effential in the then 
opinion of that right honourable gentleman, to the intereſts and well 
being of good Government, (he meant Parliamentary Reform) which 
that right honourable gentleman had brought forward, and 
which he pledged to exert all his influence as a Miniſter and Man, 
ultimately to bring into effect? As a man indeed he has done much 
for that meaſure ; for he once ſupported it with an eloquence which 


no man could equal; but as a Miniſter, it is well known how he has 


fince ated with reſpect to the ſame meaſure? Where then are 
his fair, ſincere and honourable intentions? has he ſince manifeſted 
them in the removal of thoſe who oppoſed that meaſure ; or ano- 
ther meaſure, the ſlave trade, to the abolition of which he had ſo 


warmly profeſſed himſelf to be a determined friend? by no means; 


they ſtill continue in office, and may be reckoned among his moſt 
confidential friends—in vain did he exert all his eloquence to per- 
ſuade them—they reſolutely determined to differ from him on what 
he then aſſerted to be a fundamental point of policy - where then 
was the proof of that ſincerity which now prompts him to diſmiſs 
thoſe who will not agree with him on the preſent meaſure? Does 
not this ſuffice to ſhew that he cannot juſtify his former eonduct by 
his preſent aſſertions, and that all muſt now agree with him on all 
occaſions, or forfeit their places and his favour, while the right ho- 
nourable gentleman attempts to ſtyle the diſcuſſion of the preſent 
great queſtion, a free, fair, and unbiaſſed diſcuſſion ? 

Mr. JONES faid he had rather have been adviſed by the abili- 
ties of others, than evinced his own want of them ; but he felt 
himſelf called upon to do his duty. The queſtion at preſent, as it 
ſtruckx him, and which called ſo loud for the interference of the 
Houſe, was, whether or no three-fourths of the people of Ireland 
were to be cut out from the fair and equal benefits of the Conſti- 
tution ? 

Here Mr. SPEAKER called the honourable gentleman to order. 
He told him he was not ſpeaking to the queſtion, but that in a fu- 
ture ſtage he would have an opportunity of expreſſing himſelf on the 
general view of the ſubject. | : 

Mr. SHERIDAN roſe to explain. He ſaid, the Houſe now 
knew the Iriſh Houſe of Commons were adverſe to the meaſure ; 
but that the difficulty arifing from that circumſtance was not his 
whole inducement to oppoſing the meaſure. He faid, if that had 
not been the caſe, his ſentiments of it would have been the ſame. 
He had ſtated, that Ireland was in that ſituation, that it was inca- 
pable of giving its conſent. He conſidered the majority of five on 

ene ſide, ar of five on the other, as of no importance to the queſtion 
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His argument had taken a different ground. He had contendeg, 
that Irgland, with 40,000 men in the heart of her empire, relying 
upon this country for commercia! advantages, and thoſe threatened 
to be withdrawn, was not in a fituation to give her free conſent to 2 
meaſure of this kind. The Parliament of Ireland had ſhewn their 
difſent to the ſyſtem of an Union, and the people had nnanifeſted 
their indignation at it, in a manner which, from his knowledge of 
their diſpoſitions, he had been led to expect, yet this had not, in the 
ſlighteſt degree, altered the principle on which he. ſet out, namely, 
that under the preſent fituation of affairs, the full and free concur- 


rence of the Iriſh Parliament could not be obtained. The refolu- 


tions came to this, they ſtated a meaſure as neceſſary to the ex- 
iſtence of the conn: tion between the two countries; he had, there- 
fore, a right to conclude he was fincere in his pledge, that he 
would exert his power, when a proper opportunity preſented itſelf, of 
carrying that meaſure into effect. His motion had been ſiated to 
be a truiſm. Admitted : but was that to be conſidered an object? 
Would the right honourable gentleman ſay, that it was not true that 
the Parliament of Ireland could not give a free and fair con'ent, 
when he held out, that thoſe who voted n the meaſure would 


be turned out of their places? Did the rig honourable gentleman \ 


not know there were one hundred and fixteen placemen in the Iriſh 


Houſe of Commons; and that having made two great examples, 


by diſmiſſing the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Prime Ser- 
jeant, che others would be ſure to remain ſtaunch and true out of 
tcar? The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, it was incum- 
bent on the Houſe to adopt the meaſure. He denied it ; it was 
falſe: on the contrary, the Houſe ought to trace out thoſe who had 


adviſed His Majeſty to it, and bring them to condign puniſhment. 


Let the people of Ireland, if 'a Union was defirable, know on 
what principle it was to be carried—not deceived by falſe appear- 
ances, not dazzled by the ſplendor of the Imperial Parliament. Let 
the Parliament of Great Britain preſent itſelf to the people of Ireland 
in their beſt and proudeſt attitude, and convince them they were 
above carrying the meaſure of a Union by corruption and intimi- 
dation. Theſe would be the beſt ſteps to conciliate the people of 
Ireland — he expreſſed himſelf pleaſed that his honourable friend 
intended to vote with him. He ſhould certainly divide the Houſe. 
He faid, he ſhould have thought it his duty to have ſubmitted his 
propoſitions, even if the meaſure had been altogether abandoned ; for 
it was in the power of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons to put the 
queſtion in a very different fituation. When the Houſe had given 
the Miniſter the power of carrying the meaſure, they might be told, 


fs 8.7. 


the next t 
in the Iri 
timidatior 
fortnight, 
Houſe of 
2s this v 
cauſe to 

lion; an 
terms. 


Mr. C 


nation; 


motion — 
Strang 
admiſſion 
The ! 
queſtion 
had beer 
of Irelan 
lay, ſine 
ment; 2 
more ou 
than me 
duce to 1 
The 
ſolutions 
this nor 
preſent 
made it 
to the ce 
now poſ 
effect of 
Union v 
tual ſtre 
for it di 
land mi 
and ſup 
had tak 
the ſam 
that ſuc 
the Uni 
that thi 
not cal! 
take of 


Fes. 7.] DEBATES. 693 


the next time they met, that the objection of the majority againſt it 
in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons was obviated by his means of in- 
timidation and corruption : he might be enabled, in the courſe of a 
fortnight, to tell the Houſe he had a majority of five or fix in the 
Houſe of Commons of Ireland. He added, that if ſuch a meaſure 
as this was carried by threats, this country would have ample 


lion ; and he therefore deprecated the idea of a Union on ſuch 
terms, | | 
Mr. GREY and Mr. JONES faid each a few words in expla- 
nation; after which the Houſe divided on Mr. Chancellor Pitt's 
motion— For the previous queſtion, 141 ; Againſt it, 25. 
Strangers were then excluded the pallery ; and on their re- 
admiſſion, | 
The honourable ST. A. ST. JOHN was ſpeaking againſt the 
queſtion for the Speaker leaving the chair. He obſerved, that it 
had been admitted, he believed pretty generally, that the proſperity 
of Ireland had increaſed in the courſe of late years ;, that was to 
ay, ſince the declaration of the independence of the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment ; and therefore it was fair for him to preſume that ſomething 
more ought to be adduced in ſupport of the meaſure of a Union, 
than merely to alledge the neceſſity of it, or to fay that it will con- 
duce to the farther proſperity of that country, _ =O. 
The right honourable gentleman who came forward with his re- 
ſolutions upon this ſubject, ſtated on a former occaſion, that neither 
2 this nor the other country could be placed in ſuch a condition, as the 
$ preſent criſis of affairs demanded, with the Union of both. That 
made it neceſſary to confider how far Legiſlative Union would bring 


MR to the common ſervice of the empire a greater degree of force than it 
n now poſſeſſes; many compariſons were made between the probable 
effect of this, and the certain effect of another Union he meant the 
t Union with Scotland; it was ſtated, that Union had produced mu- 
d tual ſtrength— this did not appear to him to be a concluſive reaſon ; 
e for it did not appear, nor had any body attempted to ſnew, that Scot- 
- land might not have improved if the Union had not taken place: 
f and ſuppoſe a Legiſlative Union between this Country and Ireland 
d had taken place, and the ſtate of the proſperity of Ireland had been 


the ſame as it is at this moment, it would then/be juſt as fair to ſay, 
that ſuch ſtate of proſperity was owing to the Union, as now to ſay, 
he Union produced all the proſperity now felt in Scotland, or to ſay, 
that the Union now propoſed will have that effect. But he was 
not called upon to diſcuſs this point; the view which he wiſhed to 


L 


* 


cauſe to repent it. It would give a perpetual pretence to rebel- 


ake of the queſtion was ſimply this: Whether, in the preſent 


, N — — a — 
EEA 8 


— 4 * * — E. — 2 2 * 
3 — — 3 E 
- 2 = - _ ; — 
— — — — 


3 — 
— 1 


—— 
— 8 


r w- 


"3 G8" nr I LT 
> — . — 


694 PARLIAMENTARY [Cornoxs, 


ſituation of affairs, the Houſe of Commons in Ireland having de. 
clared its ſenſe againſt conſidering the meaſure at all, any good could 
reſult from the agitation of ir at this moment in the Parliament of 
England? Whether, ſuppoſing that the Union was, in itſelf, of 
the greateſt of all poſſible advantages to Ireland, it could produce 
any good to agitate the queſtion now ? In his opinion, as the Iriſh 
Houſe of Commons had exprefſed an opinion unfavourable to the 
meaſure, it was unwiſe to enter at this time upon the diſcuſſion in 
this country. He was of opinion it would irritate the Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland, for it was not likely to have any other effect 
upon that Houſe than that of irritating them, to find, that although 
they had expreſsly decided againſt it, yet the Parliament of this 
country were proceeding without any regard to their determination, 
or as if no ſuch determination had taken place. This might in. 
duce them to adopt ſome meaſure to manifeſt their reſentment at 
ſuch a conduct as this. Was it not therefore a matter to be wiſhed, 
that a meaſure, which, inſtead of. uniting, tended to diſunite the two 
countries, ſhould be avoided? Was it not better to let the whole 
queſtion reſt for the preſent calmly, and the parties left to cool upon 
the ſubject, and brought forward hereafter, if it ſhould appear to be 


neceſſary, at a ſeaſon adapted for that purpoſe ? 


The right honourable gentleman had ſtated grounds why he 
wiſhed the Houſe to adopt this meaſure. He ſtated ſeveral grounds. 
He took up the ground of objections to the meaſure, and proceeded 


to anſwer thoſe objections. The firſt was, to the competency of the | 


Iriſh Parliament ; the ſecond was, the ſuppoſed attack which this 
meaſure made upon the honour of that Parliament ; the third was, to 
the effect it was alledged to be likely to produce on that country with 
regard to abſentees. Of the firſt it was needleſs for him to ſay any 
thing now in anſwer to the obſervations of the right honourable gen- 
tleman : he had maintained the competency of the Iriſh Houſe of 


Commons, and they had decided againſt it. The ſecond was 


purely a queſtion of feeling, and, as ſuch, more likely to irritate the 
people of Ireland than any other queſtion at the preſent moment; 
and as the Houſe of Commons there had decided againſt it, the 


diſcuſſion of it here was peculiarly improper, for, in their preſent 


ſtate of mind, it was likely to drive them to take ſome ſtep that 
might be hoſtile to reconciliation. This was, in his opinion, a point 
to be much attended to in the preſent critical condition of the whole 
empire. We were told there was no Stateſman in Europe, nor any 
Miniſter among our Allies, who would not regard this Union 25 4 
proof of the conſolidation of the ſtrength of the Britiſh empire; and 
we were told that the Allies of the French Republic would alſo feel 
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the force of this Union. Granting thoſe arguments to be ſound in 
the view of a Union, what would they lead to, if the meaſure was 
attempted, but failed in the progreſs of it? When it appeared that 
one branch of the Parliament of one of the two countries had ex- 
preſsly and diſtinctly negatived even the conſideration of it, he would 
alk what conclufion was likely to be drawn, as well by our own 
Allies as by the Allies of the French Republic ?— Nothing, ſurely, 


but that the attempt had weakened, inſtead of ſtrengthening the 


Britiſh empire. 0 | 

But it was ſaid that the bad ſtate of Ireland required this mea- 
ſure, as a remedy to its evils. He admitted, that, indeed, there 
were evils exiſting in Ireland, but he was not yet convinced that ſome 
other remedy might not be deviſed for thoſe evils. He had heard 
there were religious and other feuds in Ireland; but before this 


meaſure was canicd, it was neceſſary, in his opinion, to ſhew that 
there was no other remedy for the cvil. Tr had been ſtated, that 


the Roman Catholics in Ireland, poſſibly if the Unis n place, 
might have ſome liberties-which they do not at preſent enjoy. It 
was therefore cautiouſly thrown out, and accompanied by ſome hints, 
that it is to be a thing that may at ſome diſtance of time happen ; it 
was ſtated rather as a thing in proſpect, than a thing now to be 
adopted. This was only exaſperating the Iriſh Catholics ; for by 
telling them that a favour may or may not be granted to them in the 
event of Union, they would regard it rather as a lure to induce 
them to afſent to the Union, than as any ſerious intention to re- 
lieve them, and therefore they were likely the more to oppoſe the 
meaſure on account of that ſort of half promiſe of relief. 

Much had been faid with regard to the danger of innovation. 
When Parliamentary Reform had been talked of, its opponents had 
always diſcovered that the time was improper for it. If any time 
was ever improper for ſuch a meaſure, the preſent time was highly 
improper for the preſent meaſure. Beſides, if this plan of altering 
the repreſentation of the people was to take place in Ireland, upon 
what principle was it to be contended that a Reform was not appli- 
cable to the Parliament of England? It was impoſſible to ſay that 
the one muſt be reformed, and the other muſt not be reformed, with 
any degree of conſiſtency. The argument, in point of ſeaſon, was 
equally applicable to both, whatever might be the comparative merits 
of the repreſentation of the two countries. If it was ſaid that the 
people of Ireland were not duly repreſented, he was ready to aſſent 
to that afſertion. He was ready to ſay, that inſtead of the people 
being duly repreſented there, only the corrupt wiſhes of a party were 
repreſented there; but the argument upon the queſtion of time was 
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$96 PARLIAMENTARY 


[ Commons, 
now ſtronger than it ever was. He therefore called on all thoſe 


who had always found the time improper for innovation, now to 


oppoſe this meaſure ; for if any time was improper, this was cer. 
tainly ſo ; and ſome gentlemen had held the danger of innovation 
to be ſo great, that it were better for all the corruptions of a State 
to be allowed to remain, than that they ſhould be made ſubje& to 
any plan of general Reform, and on that account had always re- 
garded thoſe who called for Reform as little better than abettors of 
our enemies. All ſuch perſons ought moſt ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe 
the meaſure now before them ; for, indeed, it was a dangerous 
meaſure, if any innovation could be deemed fo, and might poſſibly 
produce, inſtead of preventing, rebellion in that country. He was 


not in the habit of beſtowing praiſe upon the Houſe of Commons of 


Ireland, but he would ſay what he thought of them: he was of 
opinion that that Houſe of Commons. hy «hc iteps they had lately 
taken upon this meaſure had 1hewn themſelves much more worthy 
of heing <atied the Repreſentatives of the People of Ireland, than 
he thought they were. They had ſpoken their ſentiments boldly, 
and had plainly ſhewn that they are not to be dictated to by Go- 
vernment. That, in point of prineiple, was in itſclf good, be the 
determination upon the meaſure wiſe or otherwiſe. Having ſaid 
this, he would frankly own that the queſtion itſe}f was doubtful to 
him at preſent. His opinion upon the Union was not yet very diſ- 
tinctly formed: it was not neceſſary for the preſent purpofe that it 
ſhould be diſtinctly formed upon that queſtion ; it was ſufficient for 
this caſe, that the agitation of the point was, at this time, highly 
dangerous. If Ireland had agreed to the diſcuſſion of the ſubject, 


he ſhould then have been called upon to deliver his opinion upon 


the meaſure; but here they had negatived even the idea of diſ- 
cuſſion; and that being the caſe, he foreſaw danger in perſiſting 
any farther now. Upon theſe grounds he found it to be his duty 
to oppoſe the motion that the Speaker do now leave the chair. 
Mr. GREY ſaid— Having heard what was ſtated by my ho- 
nourable friends in the courſe of their arguments on this and 2 


former night, upon the ſubject before you, without having heard 


any anſwer to any one of their arguments, I confeſs it was my wiſh 


to hear ſome arguments in favour of this proceeding, rather than 


deliver any of my own againſt it; a procceding in itſelf, as well as 
in the ſeaſon in which it is propoſed, the moſt extraordinary which 
any Britiſh Parliament was ever called upon to inveſtigate. I fay, 
I ſhould have wiſhed rather to hear ſome arguments in favour of 


the meaſure, than deliver any of my own upon it, that I might, 


perhaps, the better be able to form a judgement upon its merits 
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than I at preſent profeſs to be. Woe are now called upon, under 
circumſtances the moſt extraordinary, to agitate a queſtion the moſt 
momentous that ever came before any Parliament, either in point of 
conſtitutional right or public policy. I ſay we are called upon to 
diſcuſs a bargain which we have not the power to conclude, and on 
the merits of which, one of the parties, whoſe confent is abſolutely 
neceſſary to give it effect, has declared diſtinaly they will not liſten 
to the very preliminary of the propoſal ; but to which, upon the 
inſtant they object, as containing a principle which is inconſiſtent 
with their moſt ſacred rights, at variance with the very eſſence of 
that ſyſtem of Government, under which, they ſay, they have al- 
ready thriven. Under ſuch circumſtances, I was in hopes the right 
honourable gentleman would have ſpared a debate, which in its beſt 
effect can be but uſeleſs; but which may become the moſt cala- 
mitous by inflaming diſcontents, and increaſing jealouſies, which 
have already produced but too much evil. It is under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances that I come forward to join my voice to thoſe who have 
already, but in vain, deprecated the right honourable gentleman's 
unſeaſonable and il]-adviſed determination to preſs forward a mea- 
ſure which the very firſt principle of all policy, namely, the tranquil- 
lity of a great part of the empire, ſhould have induced him at all 
events to have ſuſpended at leaſt. I am the more entitled to ſay 
this, becauſe that right honourable gentleman himſelf has always 
ſhewn ſuch readineſs to queſtion the conduct of others upon any 
meaſure that had any tendency to oppoſe his wiſhes. A little re- 
flection upon that point ought to have induced the right honourable 
gentleman to abandon this meaſure for the preſent at leaſt. 

We have a fincere deſire to carry into effect one part of the 
meſſage from His Majeſty—we all profcſs, as the right honourable 
gentleman would ſay, to be friendly to a ſyſtem that tends to con- 
ſolidate the two kingdoms ; and I will add, that to which, I ſup- 
poſe, he has no objection, to any thing that is conſiſtent with the ſe- 
curity of our Conſtitution But I will ſay, that although every true 
Iriſhman, every true Engliſhman muſt be a friend to any ſuch mea- 
fure, and muſt hope that it will be adopted; and if I may, without 
egotiſm, ſay ſo, I will add, that not only from my feelings for the 


Britiſh empire at large, but alſo from local circumſtances, much of 


my happineſs depends upon preſerving inviolate a cordiality between 
the two countries, a cordiality which, in my conſcience, I believe to 
be ſuch, that nothing but ſuch a meaſure as this can poſſibly deſtroy, 
or pollibly endanger z yet I would have it underſtood, that the very 
diſeuſſion of ſuch a meaſure as this is highly dangerous. What 1 
moſt heartily wiſh for is, a Union between the two countries ; by 
Vol. VII. . 4 U | 
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a Union I mean ſomething more than a mere word—a Union 
not of Parliaments, but of hearts, affections, and intereſts—an 
Union of vigour, of ardour, of zeal for the general welfare of the 


Britiſh empire. It is this ſpecies of Union, and this only, that can 


tend to increaſe the real ſtrength of the empire, and give it ſeeu- 
rity againſt any danger. But if any meaſure with the name of 
Unicn only be propoſed, and the tendency of which would be to dif- 
unite us, to create diſaffection, and diſtruſt and jealouſy, it can only 
tend to weaken the whole of the Britiſh empire. Of this nature do 
I take the preſent meaſure to be. I fay diſcontent, diſtruſt, jea- 
louſy, ſuſpicion, are the viſible fruits of it in Ireland already; if 
you perſiſt in it, reſentment will follow; and even although vou 
might be able, which I doubt, to obtain a ſeeming conſent of the 
Parliament of Ireland to the meaſure, yet the people of that country 
would wait for an opportunity of recovering their rights, which they 
will ſay were taken from them by force. Let us here apply this 
principle to the caſe now before us, and let us not be miſled by 
mere words, and by the {kill of the right honourable gentleman in 
putting them together, and by his telling us it is neceſſary. The 
right honourable gentleman has aſſerted that this meaſure is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and well adapted for the ſafety of Ireland under its 
preſent circumſtances. This is an aſſertion which, I think, he has 
failed to prove. Great evils undoubtedly exiſt in Ircland— but, do 
they owe their origin to the Legiſlature of Ireland? Or are they 
likely to be removed by this propoſed Union? "Theſe are the two 
queſtions on which I will own the right honourable gentleman has 
fairly put the matter, and on which depend the whole merits of the 
meaſure before us, and in that light do I mean to argue it. —To 
begin then; I would aſk, are the evils ef which the right honour- 
able gentleman complains as exiſting in Ireland, and which call for 
remedy, ariſing from the circumſtance of Ireland poſſeſſing a ſcparate 
Legiſlature? That Ireland has an independent Legiſlature, is true. 
That with that Legiſlature great calamities have happened in Ire- 
land, is alſo true; but I know that the right honourable gentleman 
is much too good a reaſoner, that becauſe theſe two things are co- 
exiſtent, that therefore the one of them muſt be conſidered as the 
cauſe, and the other the effect; they may poſſibly have refer- 
ence to, or dependance on one another. The right honourable 
gentleman has ſtated, that we, on this ſide the Houſe, have ſeldom 
expreſſed much friendſhip for the Parliament of Ireland, and that it 
is a little odd that we ſhould diſcover ſo much propriety in their de- 


- termination. now. [I ſhall endeavour to diſcharge myſelf from any _ 


imputation upon that particular. When I have ſaid in this Houſe 
: 2 
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that the Parliament of Ireland was governed by corruption—when 
I have ſaid, and others have ſaid with me, that there was ſo much 
corruption in the Parliament of Ireland, that Peerages were granted 
to men who poſſeſſed Boroughs, the Members for which voted for 
Government—when we alledged theſe things, and what was a great 
deal more ſerious than alledging, offered to prove them at your bar, 
ſhould the Houſe give us leave to inſtitute the inquiry; and when 
we found that, by the advice of the right honourable gentleman, this 
Houſe refuſed to enter upon that inquiry, we proteſted againſt his 
advice, although the Houſe adopted it—but TI think it is a little 


| fingular that he who accuſes others of the trick of changing their 


ſentiments for the purpoſes of the moment, ſhould on the ſudden 
himſelf turn round and change the whole of his tone upon this 
ſame ſubject; that he whoſe ſuppoſed influence is ſaid to have di- 
reed the majority of that Legiſlature, but who certainly never did 
uſe any influence with that Legiſlature, but who happened to concur 
with him, ſhould now ſuddenly turn round, and not only ſpeak with 
contempt of them, but alſo appear to be angry with any perſon who 
can poſſibly ſee any virtue in any one of their efforts, is certainly mat- 
ter of aſtoniſhment even to thoſe who are moſt accuſtomed to ſudden 
changes of political opinions. But how does the right honourable 
gentleman. prove both the corruption of the Iriſh Parliament as a 
general propoſition ; and yet their pure virtue, in every meaſure in 
which they have ſupported him, is a point which I muſt leave to 
the ſuperior tajents of that right honourable gentleman to explain. 
I fay, that before he proves the Parliament of Ireland, although 
they have virtuouſly ſupported all his meaſures for years together, 
are yet in their very nature ſo corrupt as to be incapable of amend- 
ment, he has made out no caſe that entitles him to a hearing. L. 


 fay, however, that although the conduQ of the Parliament is cen- 


ſurable in many reſpects, we muſt look to other cauſes than that of 
the independence of their Legiſlature for the cauſes of the evils 
which the Iriſh people fecl. It has been owing to the conduct of 
Government, and for which I ſay the right honourable gentleman 
is reſponſible, unleſs he can ſhew me that all the meaſures of Ire- 
land were forced upon him by the ſturdy diſpoſition of the Iriſh Par- 
lament, which he had no means of preventing, and which nothing 
an prevent but a Union. Nothing ſhort of proof to this effect 
an juſtify the meaſure which is now before us. But is it true that 
any of the evils of which the people of Ireland complain, have ori- 
dinated from the obſtinacy of their Parliament? Have they not 
rather originated from the obſtinacy of Government; from the 


| %ſtinacy and crooked ſyſtem of the right honourable gentleman 
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\ himſelf, and, indeed, of too many of his predeceſſors? Look at the 
. Hiſtory of Ireland, and, I ſay, you will find, that if it had not been 
for the interference of the Britiſh Councils, and of Britiſh intrigue, 
none, or, at leaſt, but few of the evils which are now ſo much felt 
there, would ever have taken place—evils of which Government 
is the parent, and yet which are now, made the reaſon for taking 
away all the ſemblance of liberty among the Iriſh people. There 
are feuds and religious animoſities, and heats and diffenſions, now 
in Ireland, and they diſtract that country. Who has excited them: 
Who has creatcd theſe feuds and religious animoſities* Who has 
created theſe difſenſfiuns * Who has endeavoured to ſet up one party 
in that country againſt another, and which has brought it into ſuch 
a ſtate of diſtraction? Government has cauſed all theſe evils, and 
Government is now making uſe of all theſe evils as a pretext for 
taking away the liberty of the people of Ireland. They have raiſed 
hopes, they have diſappointed theſe hopes—they have excited 
alarms— they have created diſcontents—they have foſtered ani- 
moſities—all theſe things produce miſchief, and that miſchief is 
then given as the rcaton for taking away all the liberty of, the 
people. | 
Is this the fault of the people themſelves ? 
any truſt or confidence? Did they abuſe it when it was repoſed in 
them? Look at their conduct in 178 2. Look at the behaviour 
of the Volunteers that met at Dungannon—Did they bchave with 
any turbulence or riot? Did they not, on the contrary, cater into 
a reſolution expreſſive of their attachment, not merely to the inde- 
pendence which they themſelves were allowed to enjoy, but allo of 
general toleration to all thoſe who differed from them in opinion! 
| [Here he read an extract of a reſolution to that effect at the meeting 
at Dungannon. ] Theſe, ſaid he, were the genuine feelings of men 
who were declared independent, and always will be, when they arc 
left to themſelves. But this good and happy temper has been 
ſpoiled—other feelings have been artfully excited in that country. 
But, perhaps, the right honourable gentleman means to ſay, that all 
the contentment that was expreſſed time after time in Ireland, was 
only from a feeling that prevailed in conſequence of the relaxation 
of ſome rigour which till then a certain claſs of the people felt: that 
all they did was only approving that relaxation. I fay, the ſyſtem 
which they at that time had in view was much more comprehenſive. 
But to come to a time more recent—to the year 1794. Lord 
Fitzwilliam went to Ireland, not inſtructed indeed, that is a phraſe 
to which the right honourable gentleman would object but cer- 
tainly authoriſed to grant emancipation to the Catholics, How Was 


Are they unfit for 
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that received? By a diſunion among the Proteſtants? No! with 
chearfulneſs. But there was then in Ireland a ſmall party, con- 
fiderable neither in talents nor conſequence of any worthy kind, to 
whom the right honourable gentleman liſtened : the ſvſtem was al- 
tered the gleam of hope held out to the Catholics was deſtroyed. 
Lord Fitzwilliam, who was authoriſed to hold it out, and had taken 
delight in a taſk ſo agreeable to his feelings, was ſuddenly recalled. 
From that moment every thing became gloomy. Diſappointment 
begot diſcontent —diſcontent, averfion—averſion, hatred all this 
afterwards broke out in thoſe acts of violence which occaſioned 
what the right honourable gentleman, the other night, was pleaſed 
to call a lamentable but neceſſary ſeverity. I fay, I was ſorry to 
hear the right honourable gentleman” juſtify the acts of ſeverity 
which have been uſed in that country —I ſay, that nothing can 
render torture neceſſary in the preſent ſtate of civilization in Eu- 


rope, Wall the right honourable gentleman, or will any man, 


juſtify the practice of torture for the purpoſe of gaining political 
information? Nor has any thing which the right honourable gen- 
tleman has ſaid about connection with the enemy juſtified a practice 
ſo abhorrent to humanity. 

Having ſaid this, I am now led to take a ſhort view of the final 


adjuſtnent of 1782; and here the right honourable gentleman 


plays off the trick of a debater upon us, inſtead of arguing the mat- 
ter fairly. He ſays there could be no final ſettlement or adjuſtment 
at this time becauſe it was even then expreſſed that ſomething was 


left to be done. But he knows well enough, and he ought to have 


the candour to acknowledge, that there may be a final adjuſtment, 
and yet ſomething be left to be done; that is, that there may be a 
inal adjuſtment of one thing, and another be left to be ſettled, and 
which indeed was the caſe. The final adjuſtment referred to the 
political independence of the Irith Legiſlature ;, but the point to be 
ſettled was one that related to trade. Before that adjuſtment, I will 
ay that J think no country was leſs indebted to another, itfelf a 
friend, than Ireland was to Great Britain. The repeal of the ſixth 
of George the Firſt was the firſt meaſure of liberality from this 


country towards Ireland. After this, a plan was adopted and a 


bill brought in by my right honourable friend, (Mr. Fox), and that 
was con ſidered as all that was necefiary upon the ſubject; and Mr. 
Grattan, after the declaration of the independence of the Iriſh Par- 
lament, obſerved, very properly in the Irith Houſe of Commons, 
that this was all they wanted from Great Britain upon the Conſti- 
tutional point that having done away the obnoxious act of Parlia- 
ment which ſtood in the way of their independence, they would not 
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receive any thing more upon the Conſtitutional Rights of the Trig 
People from the Parliament of England, for that they were then. 
ſelves competent to the management of their own Rights. Afi 
this, a deciſion took place in one of our Courts of Law which «. 
cited the jealouſy of the People of Ireland, and Mr. Grenville came 
over by command of the Lord Lieutenant to make a complaint, and 
to ſtate that to preſerve harmony between the two countries, the 
claims ſet up in conſequence of that deciſion of the Court of Lay 
thould be abandoned ; it was abandoned accordingly ; and for the 
purpoſe of clearing up all doubts upon it, Mr. Townſhend, now 
Lord Sydney, a particular friend of the right honourable gentleman, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for removing all doubts which 
have ariſen, or which may ariſe, concerning decifions, &c. and for 
quieting all diſputes between the two countries. This was when 
the right hunourable gentleman was Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Then we come to what the right honourable gentleman calls 
more authentic record of the debates of Parliament than are uſually 
given to the public under that title; and here it appears that the 
gentleman who is at the head of the Oppoſition in Ireland to the 
Union (Mr. Foſter), is introduced by the right honourable gente. 
man; a gentleman whom we are ſaid, on thts fide of the Huvſe, to 
be diſpoſed to treat with more reſpect than formerly—more reſped! 
an invidious expreſſion, by which the right honourable gentl-man 
would infinuate that he is entitled to treat him with leſs reſpect. 1 
confeſs I have not forgotten the (hare which that gentleman has had 
in ſupporting the meaſures of the Miniſter of this country in lie- 
land, nor have I changed my opinion of their deſtructive tendency. 
I think of them now as I have always thought of them, that many 
of them are moſt unjuſt and odious ; yet when I ſee a man, in di- 
reQ oppoſition to what may be called his own perſonal intereſt, do 
that which appears to be right; when I ſee him oppoſe the mea- 
ſures of the right honourable gentleman with whom he has acted (0 
long, and that not upon any doubt that the power of the right bo- 
nourable gentleman is declining ; but when it is as high as evet, 
and when I refle& that, from his knowledge of the temper of the 
right honourable gentleman, he muſt be aware of the effect of dif- 
fering from him; I ſay, when I ſee all this, I own I am induced 
to treat a man who thus ſhews an independent ſpirit, I am induced 
to treat him with ore reſpect than I did formerly; and I think his 
conduct entitles him to the eſteem and gratitude of his country. The 
right honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to quote ſome paſſages 
from the ſpeech of that gentleman upon the debates upon the Iriſh 
; propoſitions. —{ Here Mr. Grey read the extract formerly taken by 
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he Miniſter out of Mr. Foſter's ſpeech. ]—This the right honoura- 
ble gentleman quotes to prove there was at that time no ſuch thing 
in contemplation as a final adjuſtment. Now, having read this 
part, I will refer to another from the ſame authority, to ſhew that 
the adjuſtment was entire with regard to the conſtitutional point, 


me | 
in; Wand that all that remained to be adjuſted between the two coun- 
the Mtrics related to points of commerce. -[ Here he read part of the 


ſpeech of Mr. Foſter, in which that getitleman ſaid, upon the Iriſh 
propoſitions, he could not remain filent when he heard any thing 
ſaid that was unworthy of the independence of the Iriſh Parliament, 
and that he ſhould be unworthy of the name of an Iriſhman, if for 


ien the commerce in the world he could aſſent to part from an atom 
{r of their Conſtitution. He had ſaid that“ If Liberty was the 


rice of Commerce, take back your Commerce.” Rut the right 
honourable gentleman may ſay that the Liberties of Ireland will be 
as ſafe under the joint Engliſh and Iriſh Parliament, as under the 
ly lim Parliament only; to which I anſwer, that Mr. Foſter, whoſe 
the MW opinion the right honourable gentleman is ſo fond of quoting, is of 
the MW nother opinion, for he ſays he will ſtand or fall by the indepen- 
tle. Lence of the Iriſh Conſtitution.” I ftate all theſe things as the 
| to MW cpinions of Mr. Foſter, whoſe opinion the right honourable gentle- 
al nan has been ſo fond of quoting. But what is the opinion of Mr. 
nan Toter to me? he may change his opinion; and if I was to argue 

von the change of opinion, the hiftory of the right honourable gen- 
had WM fleman + 1f would furnifh debates for this Houſe for the remain- 
re- er of our lives. Let us turn to other perſons—Mr. Foſter, and 
cy. e Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Prime Serjeant, have all 
any WM "it their places for changing opinions, or rather for retaining them 
di- ben the right honourable gentleman differed from them. "Theſe 
do blaces will be filled up, I dare ſay, by men of abilities and integrity, 
ca- WT but I muſt obſerve that the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
% leland was a great enemy to the Iriſh propoſitions. Here I take 
ho- my information from the ſame authentic account which the right 
ver, bonourable gentleman has made evidence upon the ſubject. [ Here 
the be read part of the ſpeech of Mr. Corry on the Iriſh propoſitions, 
dif- WM hich that gentleman violently oppoſed, and inſiſted on the inde- 
iced WW kendence of the Iriſh Parliament. ]—I have given you the 
ed WM Pinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of Ireland; I will now 
his WWE Þfte the opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of England. 
The (Here he read part of the ſpeech of Mr. Pitt on the 4th reſolu- 


ages WW don of the Iriſh propoſitions, ending with'an expreſſion that he had 
riſh nher abandon the propoſition than excite any alarm about the re- 


Wal of any claim of ſuperiority of this country over the Parliament 
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of Ireland. ]-—All this I ſtate merely to ſhew that the arrangement, 
between this country and Ireland were final with regard to all con. 
ſtitutignal points. 

The next point to which J am led in the conſideration of this 
ſubject is the objection which the right honourable gentleman ſiated 
to two independent Parliaments ; to ſhew the inconvenience of it 
he quotes the cafe of the Regency. What was the caſe of the 
Regency? The Parliament of Ireland veſted in the heir apparent 
the full power of a Regent without any reſtriction. The Parlia- 
ment of this country voted the ſame perſon, but with certain limita- 
tions and reſtrictions. But were the ſituation of the two countries 
alike ?—By no means. In this country there is a vaſt deal of 
power and influence which attaches to the fovereighty independent 
of that which is properly to be called Government : in Ireland 
there is none. When therefore they voted a Regent, they had 
nothing but the power of Government to give. The caſe was 
otherwiſe in this country, and therefore the one having given the 
whole without reftraint, and the other reſtraining, did not in reality 
differ, as might have been thought upon the firſt view of the matter. 
But the right honourable gentleman ſays that the principle is the 
whole thing to be conſidered ; that they might as well have differci 
on the perſon as the power of the Regent: — To which I anſwer, 
that this is an extreme caſe ; and that for all the uſual and common 
purpoſes of Government, there is not the leaſt probability of ans 


[Commoxs, 


material difference arifing between the two Legiſlatures upon any 


practical meaſure ; and ſo deeply do we find this idea imprefled 
upon the Parliament of Ireland, thar we find Mr. Grattan adviſing 
the Houſe of Commons in Ireland to aſſent to ſome meaſures upon 
the war, on account of the danger which might reſult to the empire 
if the two Parliaments ſhould differ upon that important meaſure. 

| [Here Mr. Grey took notice of the conduct of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, and ob- 
ſerved that, although he had of late years oppoſed every thing that 
had any t-ndeney to that effect, and branded every ſpecies of inno- 


vation with every epithet of reproach, he himſelf was at the ſame 


time the greateſt innovator in this country. ] | 
Having ſaid thus much, ſaid Mr. Grey, I have only to repeat 
that the evils under which Ireland labours have not theiy root in 


the Parliament of Ireland; that the remedy which the right ho- 


nourable genrleman propoſes will not meet the evil, nor be any 
remedy for it; that the agitation of the queſtion cannot by poſli- 
bility be of any ſervice to the empire. All the utility of the publi- 
cation of the reſolutions and the ſpeech of the right honourable gen- 
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tleman is in its progreſs already, and cannot be aided by any vote of 
this Houſe, for the meaſure then will be of no more authority than 
it is now, without the concurrence of the Parliament of Ireland. 
Now is there no danger on the other fide? I fay the dangers of 
producing diſtraction in Ireland by this diſcuſſion are fo great, that 
there can be no excuſe for bringing this matter forward for diſcuſſion 
now. The wit of, man cannot deviſe any good which this diſcuſſion 
can produce, and the miſchief may be incalculable. I did not 
hear the firſt ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman upon this 
meaſure, I have heard it was as eloquent as any that ever fell 
from the lips of man; but what has been the effect of it in Ireland, 
where, I underſtand, a report of it is circulated with great eager- 
neſs? It has tended to inflame the Parliament there inſtead of 
reconciling them. 
for the purpoſe to be all on the watch againſt the farther progreſs of 
this meaſure. I fay then you will only increaſe the miſchief if you 
proceed in this buſineſs. | 
Mr. Grey concluded with ſome general obſervations upon the 
ſituation of affairs on the Continent, in the courſe of which, he ob- 
ſerved, that although the right honourable gentleman was not an 
enemy to any propoſition for any negotiation for peace, yet he was 
ready to confeſs, in the preſent ſituation of Europe, there was no 
hope of it. He was, however, for renewing all endeavours to ne- 
gotiate for it whenever there was a proſpe& of obtaining it on ho- 
nourable terms, but of which he ſaw no proſpect while the French 
followed their preſent principles of aggrandizement. All that we 


could do was to unite all our affections and force together; not a. 


union in words but a union ef hearts; but this Union would, in- 
ſtead of being any ſtrength, be the cauſe of weakneſs to the empire. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſpoke as folloks:— Mr. Speaker, 
notwithſtanding the arguments ſo ſtrenuouſly advanced on the other 
ide of the Houſe, I have no heſitation, Sir, in declaring, that I riſe 
vith a conſiderable degree of ſatisfaction to refute the objections 
urged againſt the Union with Ireland. Having followed the laſt 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Grey) with the greateſt attention, I 
flatter myſelf, that, from my knowledge of the ſubject, I am fully 
able to convince the Houſe, that rhe reaſons urged againſt the mea- 
ſure are totally groundleſs. 
vith much minuteneſs on the diſcuſſions of the year 1782, and on 
the commercial and political ſituation in which Ireland was then 
Placed, and has fince continued, in conſequence of thoſe aiſeuſſions; 
but I beg leave to obſerve, that every deduQion from thoſe eireum- 
ſtances, and every grant made to Ireland at that period, have 
Vor. VII. | 4 X 


They have agreed to have a call of the Houſe 


The laſt honourable Speaker has dwelt | 
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nothing to do with the queſtion now before the Houſe. The preſent 
propoſition contains in it no ſuggeſtion derogatory to the acknow. 


ledged independence of the Iriſh Parliament. It is a propoſition 


for the incorporation of the two Legiſlatures into one, without in- 
fringing on the liberty or independence of either. 

In addreſſing itſelf to the judgement and decilion of the Triſh 
Parliament, this country explicitly acknowledges its independence; 
and to put an end to all cavil on that part of the argument, I am 
ready to admit, that by the tranſactions of 1782, the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment is placed on the fame footing of independence, in relation to 
Great Britain, as Scotland was with regard to England before the 
Union of the two kingdoms ; and certainly I have never heard 


that the propoſal made in 1707 for the Union of England and Scot: 
land has, at any period, been treated by the moſt captious opponents 


of the meaſure, as an attack on the independence of the Parliament 
of Scotland. . 

With regard to the meaſure itſelf, fo far from operating inju- 
riouſly on Ireland, I can prove, before I fit down, by a reference 
to the affairs of Scotland, at and after the Union, that a ſimilar 


meaſure would be attended with ſimilar benefits to Ireland, by im. 


proving and increaſing the political and commercial advantages of 
the latter country in the ſame proportion as thoſe of the former 
have been improved and increaſed ; and that the latter country 
would experience an equal increaſe of commercial and political ad- 
vantages. 4 | 

I had entertained an opinion, that the queſtion would have been 
argued in a different ſtage of the bulineſs, and that there would not 
ariſe any debate on leaving the Chair. Had the motion for the 
Committee been allowed to paſs, Sir, both ſides of the Houſe would 
have had better opportunities of underſtanding each other by mutual 
explanation. That mode, however, meeting with oppoſition, | 
and my friends are reduced to the neceſſity of debating the meaſure 
on the particular point of your leaving the Chair. The diſcuſſion 
of the grand queſtion, in this ſtage, is ſo far an inconvenience to 
me, as it leaves me leſs lciſure to arrange and methodiſe the various 
ſtatements I have collected on the ſubject. TI am, however, ready 
to meet the opponents of the meaſure in any way they pleaſe, con- 
vinced that I am armed with ſuch authorities, and ſuch arguments, 
as will overturn every objection that can be offered. Since the 
Union was firſt in contemplation, I have endeavoured to make 


. myſelf as converſant. with the ſubje& as poſſible, by every reſearch 


of hiſtory, and by a very careful examination of the documents cn 
which were grounded the articles of the Union with Scotland. 


Fes. 


For tt 
well 2 
accura 
In 
ſaying, 
circun 
no ma 
time 1 
treaſor 
Conſp 
fuſed 
betwee 
out th 
reſult, 
a total 
in this 
to ext 
ſerving 


libert 
pity} 
aſpe& 
vell- 


Fes. 7.] DEBATES. 


707 


For this reſearch I claim no particular praiſe, it being my duty, as 
wel! as that of every other Member of Parliament, to acquire as 
accurate a knowledge as poſſible of the ſubject under diſcuſſion. 


In vindication of myſelf and friends, I have no heſitation in 


ſaying, that the affairs of Ireland demand at this period particular 
eireumſpection. I will aſſume, as a propoſition, which I believe 
no man will have the boldneſs to deny, that there does exiſt at this 
time in Ireland a ſpirit of clamour and difſention, of treachery and 
treaſon, which menaces the overthrow of the preſent Government, 
Conſpiracies are ſo widely extended, their influence is ſo deeply in- 
fuſed into the minds of the people of Ireland, and the connection 
between the two countries is thereby ſo much endangered, that with- 
out the active and immediate interference of the Government, the 
reſult, in the opinion of the moſt intelligent men, might have been 
a total ſeparation of Ireland from this kingdom. Viewing Ireland 
in this perilous ſituation, it was the duty of His Majeſty's ſervants 
to extricate her from the intrigues of the common enemy, by pre- 
ſerving and improving the connection which has ſo long and ſo 
happily ſiubſiſted between that country and Great Britain. 

Now the queſtion is, Whether or not the political diſeaſes alluded 
to were not likely to be removed by incorporating the two Parlia- 
ments into one? 

In the obſervations which naturally ariſe from the ſubject, I 
beg leave to aſſure the Houſe, that I mean nothing diſreſpectful to 
the Parliament or People of Ireland, when I affirm, that the evil 
machinations of the enemies of both countries have been too ſuc- 
ceſsful in moſt inſtances, and that the check or control of the En- 
gliſh Government is abſolutely neceſſary for the ſalvation of Ire- 
land. In my animadverſions, I am not about to throw out any re- 
flections injurious to the gentlemen who conſtitute the Legiſlature of 
the ſiſter kingdom ; and I hope I ſhall not be accuſed of illiberal 
motives when I give it as my opinion, that a very great part of 
the people have been corrupted by the new doctrines, ſo dangerous 
to the exiſtence of all regular Governments, conſequently fo: dange- 
rous to that of the empire. Every good man, who had ſeen or 
heard of the influence of thoſe deſtructive doctrines on the Conti- 
nent, would wiſh well on the preſent occaſion to the active exertions 
of the Government of Great Britain, endeavouring to preſerve the 
liberty, the - independence, and the happineſs of Ireland. The 
picture which I draw of Ireland is of a gloomy and lamentable 
aſpect; but in proportion as it is ſo, it becomes the duty of every 

well-wiſher to both countries to deviſe ſome remedy by which he 
| | 4X 2 : 
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may deſtroy the hopes of the enemy, and give new life and vigour to 
the ſiſter kingdom. 

If any political maxim can be held more generally true than anc. 
ther, it is, that in order to regulate well the affairs of any nation, it 
is neceſſary that there ſhould ſubſiſt a mutual confidence between 
the governors and the governed. But it is a melancholy truth, 
that there does not exiſt in the great body of the people of Ireland, 
that confidence in the Parliament of Ireland which is effential to 
its utility. I nced not go far to ſearch for the reaſons of this eſſen- 
tial defect. It grew out of the frame and conſtitution of the Parlia. 
ment of Ireland. 

If the whole power of the country were veſted in one-fourth of 
the people, and that fourth was ſeparated from the other three-fourths 
by religious diſtinctions. heightened and envenomed by ancient and 
hereditary animoſities, it was impoſſible that there could exiſt 2 
mutual confidence between them. This, however, was certainly 
the ſituation of the Parliament and People of Ireland. If there 
were ſuch diſſentions and animoſitics in Ireland, the interference of 
a Britiſh Parliament was admirably calculated to reſtore peace and 


confidence, by granting to the people of Ireland a free participation | 


of all the priviliges enjoyed by their fellow ſubjets of Great 
Britain. 

It is impoſſible to imagine a remedy more appropriate to the radi- 
cal cauſe. of the diſeaſe which poiſons the peace and happineſs 
of Ireland, than the meaſure of an incorporating Union of the Le- 
giſlatures of the two kingdoms. The Proteſtants would, of courſe, 
lay aſide their jealouſies and diſtruſt, being certain that againſt aoy 
attempt to endanger the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment in Ireland, the 
whole ſtrength of the united Parliament muſt be exerted ; and, on the 
other hand, every Catholic who is a friend to the connection with 
| Great Britain, but is deſirous to obtain every indulgence, and be 
admitted into a participation of every privilege and benefit con- 
ſiſtent with that connection, would be confident that their cauſe 
would be candidly and impartially confidered by a united Parlia- 
ment, the great body of which would be relieved from thoſe ap- 
prehenfions, jealouſies, and inveterate animoſities, interwoven into 
the frame and conſtitution of the ſeparate parliament of Ireland. 

When gentlemen talk ſo much of the Parliament of Ireland, 
and infiſt that a conſent, to the preſent meaſure would * totally de- 
ſtroy the liberty and independence of the Iriſh Parliament, I am 
certain they bewilder themſelves in a miſunderſianding of the terms 
which they uſe. How could it have that effect? Would not 

there be, by the incorporated Parliaments, the three eſtates of King, 
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Lords, and Commons? And if there be a ſufficiency of the ariſto- 
cracy, and a ſufficiency of the democracy of the different conntries, 
how would either the independence of the Parliament, or the liberty 
of the people of Ireland, ſuffer? I have no heſitation, Sir, in 
maintaining, that an incorporated Parliament, partly Engliſh, partly 
Scotch, and partly Iriſh, is much better culculated for the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the Britiſh empire, than ſeparate Parliaments 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The powers of a Parliament, 
ſo conſtituted, would be more extenſive and effectual than when 
ating ſeparately in different places. It ought alſo to be recol- 
lected, that with all the boaſted independence of the Parliament of 
Ireland, it could not give vigour or effect to its acts, till approved 
by the third eſtate, whoſe refidence was in England. The con- 
trolling power was properly veſted in the Sovereign of this country, 
who was alſo the Sovereign of Scotland and Ireland. Then the 
Parliament of Ireland is not entirely independent. And if it be 
true, that the Parliament of Ireland, as now conſtituted, be de- 


pendent on the third eſtate of this country, it is evident that the 


Parliament of Ireland is not that independent ſtate which this argu- 
ment ſeems always to take for granted. | 


The more this part of the argument is probed, the more falla- 


cious the reaſoning of its authors will appear. One of the moſt. 


valuable privileges which the Britiſh Parliament enjoys, is, the 
right it claims to watch over and control the conduct of the Execu- 
tive Government, even in the exerciſe of thoſe powers which are 
juſtly conſidered as the cleareſt and moſt undoubted prerogatives of 


the Crown. There is not one of thoſe prerogatives in the exerciſe 


of which the ſervants of the King are not reſponſible, and to the 
control of which, in that ſhape, the power of Parliament does not 
extend; and that power is bounded only by its own wiſdom and 
diſeretion. The Parliament of Ireland, in its ſeparate tate, is de- 
barred from this important privilege, which it would obtain by an in- 
corporation with the Parliament of Great Britain. This obſerva- 
tion is the more ſtriking, when it is conſidered that this power of 


the Britiſh Parliament extends, in the manner I have ſtated, to the 


control of the Third Eſtate of the Iriſh Parliament, even in its legiſ- 
lative capacity, and that exclufively of the other branches. of the 
Iriſh Legiſlature. It is impoſſible candidly and diſpaſſionately to 
examine thoſe confiderations, and not feel how extenſively the cha- 
Cer and importance of the Iriſh Parliament would be exalted by 
the Union of the two Legiſlatures. 

In ſupport of theſe propoſitions, if they are diſputed, I refer to 
the authority of Mr. Grattan, the champion of Iriſh independence, 
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who ſays, © the Parliament of Ireland cannot act independently 


for in all queſtions of peace or war, it muſt implicitly follow the | 


Parliament of Great Britain.” If the Parliament of Ireland were 
as independent as its advocates now inſiſt, why thould it be obliged 
to adopt the meaſures of the Parliament of Great Britain, on all 
occaſions of peace or war? The incorporated Parliament of Tre. 
land would have all the privileges of the incorporated Parliament 
of Scotland. To corroborate theſe facts, Sir, I, as one of the 
forty-five Scotch Members, can, in the face of the five hundred and 
thirteen Engliſh Members, freely diſeuſs and watch the intereſts of 
Scotland. The Parliament, thus conſtituted by the Union, had 
not deprived Scotland of any of the privileges enjoyed previouſly tg 
its incorporation with England. The Union had increaſed the 
privilege of the Scottiſh Members; for, inſtead of confining 
their deliberations to the affairs of Scotland, they were empowered 
to take part in diſcuſſions reſpecting the affairs, not only of Eng. 
land, but of the whole Britiſh empire; and ſo far as regarded the 
Third Eſtate, had even an interference in the affairs of Ireland. 
Tf the Parliament of Scotland, Sir, thus incorporated, has all 
the rights now deſcribed, the Parliament of Ireland, incorporated 
on ſimilar principles, would have the ſame privileges. The deli- 
berations of the Parliament of Ireland, thus conſtituted, would alſo 
operate ſucceſsfully in all queſtions reſpecting the affairs, not only ef 
Ireland, Scotland, and England, but of the whole Britiſh dominions, 
It would enlarge its powers, and give greater vigour and effect to is 
operations. But now the Parliament of Ireland has nc right to 
diſcuſs queſtions in which Great Britain only is intereſted. It is 2 
miſtatement of terms to talk of deſtroying the Parliament of lie 
land, for the Union would place the Iriſh Members in the fame 
ſituation as the Members of the Parliament of Great Britain.— 
I condemn, Sir, the operations of perſonal vanity, which, in this 
inſtance at leaſt, run riot againſt the principles of common ſenſe. 
I wiſh gentlemen would direct their pride and honour to aQs of 
laudable ambition —I wiſh they would evince greater patriotiſm, by 
a due attention to the intereſts of both countries. If conſiderations 
of perſanal vanity and ſelf independence are to be allowed to operate 
on this ſubject, let gentlemen recolleR, that if their genius be ever {0 
acute, their talents ever fo tranſcendent, their eloquence ever ſo 
ſplendid, all theſe wonderful powers are confined to one little 
ifland. All their genius is limited to their own internal regula- 
tions, and reduced to their own ſmall territory. Independence 
and liberty are fine founding words; but can it be ſeriouſly 
maintained, that for the preſervation of theſe, it is neceſſary to habe 
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tly; a ſeparate and local Legiſlature ? The ſoil and ſpot where the Par- 
the lament fat do not conſtitute its value, but its adaptation to preſerve 
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the general intereſts of the community at large. This is the only 
true and valuable object of independence. I addreſs myſelf there- 
fore to the true pride of Ireland, which ought not to be biaſſed by 
falſe principles of honour. A mind thus aQuated is governed by 
a childiſh, not a manly ambition. Let, however, the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment accept of a participation of all the rights of the Parliament of 
Great Britain, and they would find, that their eloquence would 
not be confined to England, or to any other country, but their voices 
would extend to every corner of the world. They would be heard, 
not only in Europe, but in Alia, Africa, and America. The Par- 
lament of Ireland would then become Members of the Britiſh 
Parliament, which had enabled this proud country to exalt its head 
amidſt the wreck of ſurrounding nations; had given it energy and 
vicour to reſiſt the pernicious doctrines of the French Republic; 
and held us up as a monument of admiration and envy to the re- 
moteſt corners of the world. They would then be the advocates, 
nut only of Ireland and Great Britain, but advocates for the rights 
and liberties of the human race. 

A Parliament thus conſtituted would be worthy of true ambition. 
t would be a more reſpeRable body than what had been deſcribed 
by a gentleman, who, in talking of the limitations of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, compared it. to a Great Veſtry or Pariſh Meeting. 
[ with, Sir, to give efficacy to the Parliament of Ircland—to bring 
It from that narrow and confined ſituation, to ad in a more enlarged 
ſphere to explore new ſources of true greatneſs to participate 
and enjoy all the benefits and advantages of the Parliament of 
Great Britain. Whether, therefore, I conſider the. ſtate of the 
Iriſh Parliament in its collective or individual capacity, I am 
equally decided it will gain extenſively by the ſucceſs of the preſent 
meaſure, | 


An objection has been taken that we ought not to have proceeded 


on the bufineſs in this country till the propoſitions had been made 
to us by the Parliament and People of Ireland. I confeſs I do 
not underſtand the objection. In the progreſs of this important 
buſineſs, it was intended to follow, ſtep by ſtep, the manner of re- 
commending and adopting the Union between Scotland and Eng- 
land, When the Queen of England ſent a meſſage to the Parlia- 
ment of England on the ſubje& of the Union, Her Majeſty ſent alſo 
a fimilar meſſage to the Parliament of Scotland. But we have 
many records, by which we may direct our proceedings.) The 
meaſure of a Union with Scotland had been fo often in contem pla- 
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tion, that the general plan required little amendment. It had been 
propoſed in the days of James the Firſt, in thoſe of Charles the | 


. Firſt, in thoſe of the Uſurper Cromwell, afterwards by Willian, 
and laſtly by Anne. It never was offered in the one Parliament, 


without at the ſame time recommending it to the other. | 

In confidering the queſtion of an incorporating Union of the tyo 
Legiſlatures of Great Britain and Ireland, it is impoſſible, in even 
view of the ſubjeR, not to turn one's eyes to the ſtate of Scotland 
before and fince the Union, and to contemplate the advantages 
which have reſulted from it to that part of the united kingdom. 


This part of the ſubject would lead into ſuch a length of detail, i 


is impoſſible to purſue it fully, without wearing out the attention 
and patience of the Houſe. I muſt, therefore, content myſelf with 


referring to a few general heads, which will ſtrike more forcibly 


by putting them in a comparative view of what they were at the 
Union, and what they are now. 


COMPARATIVE VIEW. 


Shipping in 1692 - 8,618 tons, value - L. 25,854 
Ditto - in 1792 - 162,274 tons, value C. 1,298,192 
Leith - - in 1692 <- 1,702 tons 
Ditto - in 1792 - 18,468 tons f 
Scotch Linen 1700 1, ooo, ooo yards for ſale 
Ditto - in 1796 23, 102, 404 
Cuſtoms at the Union /. 34, ooo 
Ditto in 1798 284,577 
Exciſe at the Union - 33, 500 
Ditto — in 1798 851,775 
Population in 1755 1, 265, ooo 
Ditto in 1795 1,534,000 
Glaſgow population 
from 1701 to 1710 1 
Ditto - in 1798 77.042 


From this ſtatement the happy effects of the Union are evident. 
I-with particularly to impreſs upom the minds of thoſe who oppoſe 
the meaſure, the wonderful inereaſe of the Scots Linen Trade. This 
I am the more eager to notice, as the Linen is the preſent ſtaple 
manufacture of Ireland; and a celebrated character in that country 
has thought himſelf warranted to deſcend ſo far as to endeavour te 
ereate an alarm on that ſubject. At the time of the Union, that 
trade in Scotland amounted to about one million yards; but by the 
foſtering eare of the United Parliaments, and from a benign conſoli- 
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dation of the intereſts of both kingdoms, it had increaſed to the 
quantity of twenty-three millions, manufactured in che year 1796. 

Theſe improvements and increaſe of trade were not confined to 
They were experienced in every 
corner of it; and there is not now an inhabitant of any ſpot in all 
Scotland who has riot cauſe to rejoice at the event. 

Many melancholy pictures, in the ſhape of prophecies, were pre- 
ſented to the public view on that memorable occaſion. Among 
other falſe prophecies, permit me to make a few remarks on that 
celebrated ſpeech of Lord Belhaven : 

I think I ſee,* exclaimed his Lordſhip, © a national church 
voluntarily deſcending upon an equal level with Jews, Papiſts, &c. 
Now to prove his Lordhip a falſe prophet in this, I not only think 
I ſee, but I actually do ſee, that very National Church, founded 
upon a firm foundation, at the diſtance of ninety years from the 
paſſing of the Act of Union; and that very National Church ſo 
firmly ſecured in all her privileges, that it 1s very likely ſhe will 
continue to poſſeſs them, unimpaired, for ever! In truth, her 
ſimplicity and her poverty will remain to her an impregnable ſecu- 
rity againſt the plunder and rapine of all ruffian hands! ; 

© T think I ſee, continues his Lordſhip, the noble and ho- 
© nourable Peerage of Scotland, now diveſted of their followers and 
© vaſſalages, and put even on an equal footing with their own very 
If the Union has had a tendency to break aſunder the 
bands of feudal vaſſalage, which prevailed to too great an exceſs in 
that country, wiſe and virtuous men will not be diſpoſed to confider 
this as one of the evil conſequences to be lamented in the formation 
of a Legiſlative Union of the two kingdoms. As to the Peerage of 
Scotland, conſidered as a body in the State, it may be true they ſuf- 
fered ſome tranſitory mortifications in conſequence of the Union; 
but I believe there is no candid or good man in that whole reſpee- 
table body who would wifh to change their preſent ſituation for all 
the pomp and poverty they enjoved previous to the Union. 

© I think I ſee,” adds his Lordſhip, the Royal State of Bo- 
* roughs walking their deſolate ſtreets, &e. On the contrary, I 
ſee that the Boroughs, inſtead of being deſolated, are moſt of them 
ten times improved in population, in induſtry, and in wealth! To 
prove this, it is only neceſſary to mention the names of Edinburgh, 
Glaſpow, Aderdeen, Perth, Montroſe, Dundee; and, in ſhort, every 
other town of any name or conſequenee in that part of the united 
kingdom. 5 

© I think I ſee our learned Judges, continues Lord Belhaven, 
* laying aſide their practices and deeiſions, ſtudying the common 
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© law of England, &. Now [I ſee no ſuch violation er alteration 


of the municipal law of Scotland, which is as purely adminiſters 


now as it was before the Union took place. But although the 
Scotch Judges do not ſtudy the common law of England, by way af 
introducing it into their courts, I certainly muſt do my Lord Bel. 
haven the juſtice to acknowledge, that at all times the northern 
part of the iſland has produced ſome of the brighteſt luminaries of 
the law of England, who never would have emblazoned Weſt. 
minſter-hall with their tranſcendant talents, had not the Union 
taken place between England and Scotland. 

I think I ſee, adds his Lordſhip, * the valiant and gallant 
© ſoldiery of Scotland, all their old corps broke up, the common ſol- 
© diers left to beg, and the youngeſt Engliſh corps kept ſtanding, 
Now I do ſee, that the natives of Scotland, both in the army and 


the navy, from the common ſoldier, and the man before the maſt, 


to the General in the field, and the Admiral on the occan, inſtead of 
being worſe treated than the Engliſh, are put upon the moſt equit- 
able footing with the ſoldiers and the ſailors of this part of the united 
kingdom, according to their reſpective merits! I do ſee nothing 
but the moſt liberal rewards and proviſions made for the Scotiſh, 
as well as the Engliſh hero; both of whom have conſolidated their 


ſtrength, by a politic and glorious Union, for the general benefit of 
every part of the Britiſh empire! 


II think I ſee, continues this noble falſe prophet, © the honeſt 
« induſtrious tradeſman drinking water in place of ale; eating his 
© faltleſs pottage, and petitioning in vain for encouragement to his 
manufactories! — The increaſe of exciſe, in Scotland, fince the 
time of the Union, is certainly no proof that this part of the pro- 
phecy has been fulfilled ; or that water has become the beverage of 
the people of Seotland. But I need not enlarge on this topic. 
The reverſe of the prophecy is notoriouſly the truth, in every 
reſpect. 
I think I ſee the laborious ploughman,' adds this viſionary, 
' with his corn ſpoiling upon his hands, for want of fale, curſing 
© the day of his birth, &c. — Now I do ſee, on the contrary, the 
mere ploughman enjoying treble wages, and treble comforts ; while 
his maſter, the farmer, inſtead of his corn ſpoiling upon his hands, 
for want of ſale, reaps ſuch profits from its immediate fale, 28 
enables him to live almoſt upon an equal footing, in point of every 
ſocial enjoyment, with even the hereditary landed gentleman, the 
poſſeſſor of the ſoil itſelf ! 
« I think I ſee, continues his Lordſhip, the pretty daughter: 
v of our landed gentlemen, petitioning for want of huſbands, and 
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their ſons for want of employment. Now I do ſee, and I be- 
lieve every one in this Houſe ſees, that the pretty daughters of the 
Scotch nobility and gentry, fo far from petitioning for huſbands, 
bear, at the preſent moment, a very high premium in the hymeneal 
market of the Engliſh ariſtocracy ! 

I need not enlarge on a topic which is proved to every man's ob- 


| ſervation, by the examples daily paſſihg before them. In truth, 


nothing, has tended more to accelerate the happy conneRtion which 
now ſubſiſts between the two parts of the iſland, than the intercourſe 
of friendſhip, habits, and affeRion, ariſing from the union of the 
beauty, wealth, and talents, produced by the intermarriage of the 
inhabitants of the oppoſite fides of the Tweed. And as to their ſons 
petitioning for want of employment, let me do juſtiee to this liberal 
nation by declaring, that we need only look into every profeſſion in 
life, from the Scotch gardener, baker, and hair-dreilcr ; up to the 


Scotch merchant, the Scotch phyſician, the Scorch general, the 


Scotch admiral, and the Scotch lawyer ; to prove, that, ſinte the 
Union, merit has been 'equally rewarded throughout the whole 
iſland, whether its poſſeſſor was rocked in his cradle on the ſouth, or 
on the north ſide of the Tweed! 

The noble Lord concludes this prophetic reverie, with an allu- 
ſion to the death of Julius Cæſar, which he compares to the murder 
of Mother Caledonia, by her own ſons in the Scotith Parliament. 


| The compariſon is ſo wild and inapt in all its parts, that it would 


be a waſte of time to purſue it. If the Scotch Parliament had 
been ſuch a tyrant as the compariſon would ſuppoſe, there was real 
patriotiſm in her inſtant annihilation. But in juſtice to the memory 
of my anceſtors, I diſclaim any ſuch charge, as imputable to the an- 
cient Scotiſh Legiſlature, Whoever will take the trouble of pe- 
ruſing the acts and regulations of the Scotch Parliament, will find a 
fund of much wiſdom and good policy to admire. But the Union 
of the two kingdoms is ill underſtood, and ill defended, by thoſe 
who conceive that it proceeded either from want of wiſdom, or want 
of virtue in the Scotch Parliament : it proceeded from a principle 
of rendering the exertions of its Members more extenſively uſeful, 
by enlarging its functions; and making them, as they now are, 
ſharers in the deliberations of that Legiſlature, which is the only 
truly exalted Aſſembly, for the rational and praQtical freedom, for 
the ſecurity and the felicity of man, on the whole ſurface of the 
habitable globe 

Conſidering theſe hiſtorical facts, the people of Scotland ſaeri- 
ficed much more than what is now required from Ireland; and 1 
believe the honourable gentleman (Mr. Grey) will admit, that the 
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people of his northern neighbourhood had alſo experienced the 
happy effects of the Union. It was certainly within his recollee. 
tin, as faithfully recorded in hiſtory, that the two nations had 
thought it neceſſary to ſuffer a vaſt waſte of territory, near the 
river which ſeparated England from Scotland, to ſerve as a boun. 
dary ; and that all this deſert, antiently a land of neutrality, was im- 
mediately cultivated and adorned, and, beſides its excellent agricul. 
tural qualities, had produced men of talents, capable of taking a 
diſtinguiſhed part in the debates of the Britiſh Parliament, and ca- 
pale alſo of defending the liberties and privileges of Northumber- 
land ! —By the Union with Scotland, and the cultivation of this 
walte land, England got alſo the co-operation of a race of gallant 
men, who aided her in the moſt perilous ſituations, and were fre- 
quenuy the foremoſt to fight her battles ! 

Againſt all the prophecies of Lord Belhaven, and the other op- 
poſers of the Union, I will take the liberty of bringing under the 
recollection of the Houſe a paſſage in a letter from Queen Anne to 
the Scotiſn Parliament, recommending to them to take the articles 
which had been agreed upon at London under their confideration : 
it was in theſe words: 

© The Union has been long deſired by both nations, and ve ſhall 
* eljeem it as the greateſt glory of our reign to have it now per- 
* feed, being fully perſuaded that it muſt prove the greateſt hap- 
* pineſs of our people. An entire and perfect Union will be the 
* ſolid foundation of latling peace; it will ſecure your religion, 


liberty, and property, remove the animoſities among yourſelves, 


© and the jealouſies and differences betwixt our two kingdoms ; it 
* muſt increaſe your ſtrength, riches, and trade, and by this Union, 
© the whole iſland being joined in affection, and free from all ap- 
© prehenſions of different intereſts, will be enabled to reſiſt all its 
enemies, ſupport its intereſt IVY and maintain the liberties 
of Europe.” 

From this remarkable lin it was evident, that Her Majeſty 
was a true Propheteſs, for not one ſyilable of her predictions has 
failed. 

It has been aſked, what right have we to impute all thoſe ad- 
vantages to the Union of the two kingdoms, and why it is not to be 
ſuppoſed that Scotland, like other nations, would have advanced in 
proſperity from the various cauſes which have contributed to the 
modern wealth of other ſtates ? 

There are a multitude of anſwers that might be given to this 
queſtion, founded on the local ſituation of Scotland, her internal 
policy, and her relation to other nations, which muſt for ever have 
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| 
1 
" 
the WE dcbarred that kingdom, in a ſeparate ſtate, from participating in that | 9 [i 
ec. WM proſperity which has marked the progreſs of other ſtates in Europe. 110 
had But in place of conſuming the time of the Houſe by reaſoning, to 1 
the vhich it may juſtly be imputed that it is influenced by events that | 4 
un. WE have fince occurred, I think I ſhall give them more ſatisfaction by "BY. 
m- uſing the words of a contemporary Stateſman, who ſhews himſelf a 8 
ul. maſter of the ſubject, who was one of the Commiſſioners for treat- 10 
2 ing with England for an Union, and who, upon the firſt article 128 
ca- being brought under the conſideration of the Scotch Parliament, th i 
er. gave his ſentiments in the following words: 149 
his My Lord, this article is the foundation of the whole treaty, and 144 
ant the approving or rejecting of it muſt determine Union, or no if | 
re- Union, betwixt both kingdoms. : 4H 
| How far the approving this article conduces to our happineſs 4 
p- appears evidently, by conſidering the three different ways propoſed | | 1 
he for retrieving the languiſhing condition of this nation; which are, j4 i 
to that we continue under the ſame Sovereign with England, with he | 


les limitations on his prerogative, as King of Scotland; that the 
n: two kingdoms be incorporated into one, or that they be entirely 


( ſeparated. 

all That the Union of Crowns, with limitations on the ſucceffor, 
r- is not ſufficient to rectify the bad ſtate of this nation, appears from 
p- * theſe poſitions, founded on reaſon and experience. 

he Two kingdoms, ſubje& to one Sovereign, having different in- 
n, * tereſts, the nearer theſe are one to another, the greater jealouſy 
es, * and emulation will be betwixt them. 

it Every Monarch, having two or more kingdoms, will be obliged 
n, * to prefer the council and intereſt of the ſironger to that of the 
p- * weaker, and the greater diſparity of power and riches there is be- 


its * twixt theſe kingdoms, the greater influence the more powerful 
es ' nation will have on the Sovereign. Notwithſtanding theſe poſi- 

tions, I ſhall ſuppoſe the Parliament of Scotland is veſted with 
iy the power of making peace and war, of rewarding and puniſh- 
as ing perſons of all ranks, of levying troops, and of the negative 


* it{elf, | 
d- * I could ſhow the inconveniences that muſt attend ſuch a ſtate 
be of government, in diſpoſal of places, and managing public affairs. 
in L could likewiſe ſhow the improbability of attaining ſuch condi- 
ne tions, or in keeping them if attained. But laying aſide ſuch con- 
* iderations, my humble opinion is, that we cannot reap any benetit 
1s from theſe conditions of government, without the aſſiſtance of 
al England, and the pcople thereof will never be convinced, to pro- 
'e 


' Mivte the intereſt of Scotland, till both Kingdoms are incorporated 
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© into one; ſo that, I conceive, ſuch a ſtate of limitations to be » 
© better for Scotland than if it were entirely ſeparated from Eng. 
* land ; in which ſtate, there is little appearance of procuring ay 
< remedy to our preſent circumſtances ; which appears from the{ 
© uncontroverted poſitions : | 

© The people and government of Scotland muſt be richer « 
© Poorer, as they have plenty or ſcarcity of money, the comma 
© meaſure of trade. | | 

No money or things of value can be purchaſed in the courſe oſ 
© commerce, but where there is a force to protect it. 

* This nation is behind all other nations of Europe, for man 
© years, with reſpect to the effects of an extended trade. 

© This nation being poor, and without force to protect its com- 
* merce, cannot reap great advantages by it, till it partake of the 
© trade and protection of ſome powerful neighbour nation, that can 
communicate both theſe. | | 

Io illuftrate this laſt poſition, I ſhall give a ſhort view of the 
© ſtate of commerce we muſt needs be in with reſpe& to our neigh- 
© bour nations, ſuppoſing an entire ſeparation from England. 

* The ordinary mean whereby we can flouriſh in wealth, is that 
balance which ariſes from the exchange of our natural or artificial 
product with other places; but we have no valuable branch of ex. 
© port which does not interfere with the like commodity, in ſome 
© more powerful neighbour nation, whoſe intereſt it is to ſuppreſs or 
s diſcourage our commodity, for raiſing the value of its own; 6 
that there is no demonſtrable ſecurity for the vent and encourage- 
ment of any branch of our export. 

© Can it be expected that Holland will ſuffer us to improve our 
* fiſhery, which is to them a nurſery for ſeamen, a livelihood to many 
families, and an immenſe treaſure to the public? 

If we traffic with England, our linen cloth, cattle, and coals, 
© will be diſcouraged, at leaſt after the ſame manner that we diſcou- 
© rage export from thence. If we traffic with Muſcovy, Sweden, 
© Denmark, Poland, Germany, France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, 
© the fale of our commoditics will be of ſmall value in thoſe places, 
© ſeeing the Dutch or Engliſh, by their increaſe of trade, are capa- 
© ble to ſerve them with moſt of the like goods, cheaper and better 
than we. 

Leet us look to any other part of the world for vent to our pro. 
duct, and we will find other nations have prevented us. 

If we attempt the Eaſt-India trade, that is already enhanced 
© by the Dutch, Engliſh, French, Spaniards, or Portugueſe, fron 
* whom we muſt expect oppoſition ; they themſelves oppoſing ons 
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another daily, and we of no foree to debate Fn ſame with the moſt 
« inconfiderable of them. 

The trade of Africa is for the moſt part of ſmall value, and 
© every province of America is claimed as property by ſome power- 
ful European nation. 

« Tf it be ſaid, that Scotland may make alan with one of its 
© neighbour nations for protection; that alliance muſt be with Hol- 
land, England, or France: other countries being ſo remote, or 

« poor, that their friendſhips can be of little uſe to us. 


rle o With Holland we can have no advantageous alliance, becauſe 

© its chicf branch of trade is the ſame with ours; with the Engliſh 
mim BY « we can expect no profitable friendſhip, for they being our near 
| * neighbours will be jealous of our increaſe in power; and from 


France few advantages can be reaped till the old offenſive and de- 
 fenfive league be revived betwixt France and Scotland, which 
would give umbrage to the Engliſh, and occafion a war betwixt 
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them and us. And allowing the Scots, in ſuch a junQure, with ; 


of the BN « the aſſiſtance of F rance, to. conquer England, Scotland, by that 
eight © conqueſt, could not hope to better its preſent ſtate; for it is more 
than probable, the conqueror would make his refidence in Eng- 
$ (hit land, as formerly the northern people uſed to do in their ſouthern 
1 expeditions. 
5 From theſe conſiderations, I conceive, that this nation, by an 
ON * entire ſeparation from England, cannot extend its trade, fo as to 
; : p * raiſe its power in proportion to other trafficking nations in Europe: 
"3 2 WM © but that hereby we may be in danger of returning to that Gothie 
abe: © Conſtitution of Government, wherein our forefathers were, which 
W was frequently attended with feuds, murders, depredations, and 
* rebellions. 
man My Lord, I am ſorry, that in place of things, we amuſe our- 
1 elves with words: for my part, I comprehend no durable Union 
3 © betwixt Scotland and England but that expreſſed in this article by 
a one kingdom; that is to ſay, one people, one civil government, 
Ita, and one intereſt. | 
"ks © It is true the words Fœderal Union are become very faſhiona- 
wah "ble, and may be handſomely fitted to delude unthinking people; 


better 
| pro * 


anced 
from 
4 ons 


* but if any Member of this Houſe will give himſelf the trouble to 
examine what conditions or articles are underſtood by theſe words, 
'and reduce them into any kind of fœderal compact, whereby diſ- 
"tin& nations have been united, I will preſume to ſay, theſe will 
be found impraQticable, or of very little uſe to us. 

But to put that matter in a clear light, theſe queries ought to 
* be duly examined, whether a ſœderal union be praQicable betwixt 
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© two nations accuſtomed to a monarchical government? Whe. 
© ther there can be any ſure guaranty projected, for the obſervance «| 
< the articles of a fœderal compact ſtipulated betwixt two nations, 
© whereof the one is much ſuperior to the other in riches, number, 
© of people, and an extended commerce? Whether the advantage 
of fœderal union do balance its difadvantages * Whether the Fn. 
© gliſh will accept a fœderal union, ſuppoſing it to be for the true in. 
© tereſt of both nations? Whether any fœderal compact between 
Scotland and England is ſuſficient to ſecure the peace of this 
« iſland, to fortify it againſt the intrigues and invaſions of its foreign 
enemies? And whether England, in prudence, ought to commu. 
© nicate its trade and protection to this nation, till both kingdoms 
© are incorporated into one? | 

Thus ſpoke Mr. Seton, of Pitmedden, at the time when he ha 
no refources, from which to draw his concluſions, but thofe of his 
own enlightened underſtanding, and the view he could take of the 
exiſting ſtate of the other nations of the world. But his reaſoning 
was ſolid, and I would injure it by adding more to the particular 
points he has fo ably treated of. I ſhall, however, add one fad, 
which, in my conception, proves, beyond a doubt, that the rapid 
progreſs of proſperity in Scotland aroſe from the Union of the two 
kingdoms. Where did the proſperity of Scotland make its firſt 
appearance, and its moſt early progreſs? It was in the weſtem 
parts of the kingdom, owing clearly to the circumſtance of thoſe 
ports being locally beſt ſituated to take the benefit of the colonial 
trade, then opened to the enterprize of Scotland. 

A queſtion has been triumphantly aſked by an honourable gentle- 
man? Why not give all thoſe advantages to Ireland without a 
* Union?” The beſt way I can anſwer this, is, by another queſtion 
If Great Britain ſhould communicate theſe indulgeneies or op- 
portunities to Ireland, could ſhe, under her prefent Conftitution 
or Government, take the advantage of them ? -I am convinced ſhe 
could not, and that in her preſent ſituation ſuch conceſſions would 
not be productive of advantage. Without an incorporated Union, 
they would be of no avail; for the ſtrength and reſourees of both 
countries muſt be conſolidated, in order to enable Ireland to reap 
the full advantage from ſuch conceſſions. 

It is from the confidence in the ſtrength of Government, that a 
communication of capital and other advantages can alone ariſe 
And this eonſideration recals to my mind a proceeding, which took 
place before the Union with Scotland, which put the intereſts of 
that kingdom and Ireland in a fort of iſſue. It happened early i 
the reign of Charles II. From the period of the crowns of boi 
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Vhe. BB kingdoms being united in the perſon of James I. Scotland enjoyed 
ee of WM {everal important commercial advantages derived from England, 
ions until the reign of Charles IT. when they were done away by the 
hes proviſions of the Navigation Ad: the Scots remonſtrated againſt 
kapes what they called an injuſtice, and Commiſſioners were appointed to 
Fn take cognizance of, the matter. In the courſe of theſe proceedings, 
e in. the Scots, as already ſtated, loudly complained that they were 
ween treated with leſs indulgence than the Iriſh. 


this This complaint was anſwered by the Engliſh Commiſſioners as 


reign WI follows :— | -” 

mu- And whereas your lop'ps (lordſhips) doe in ſeverall places give 
loms hints at Ireland, and ſeeme to make it a ground why this and other 
privileges ſhould be granted to Scotland, becauſe granted to Ire- 
land, the anſwere is moſt cleare and obvious, (viz.) that Ireland is 


© his not onely under one king with us as Scotland, but belongs to, and 
" the is an appendix of the crown of England, and laws made in the 
ning Il © Parliament of England doe bind them; and no law can be enacted 
culat WM by the Parliament of Ireland, but what paſſe:h the Piivy Coun- 
faq, cell of England, and orders of the Councell of England, and the 
rapid © Greate Seale of England, doe take place in Ireland; yea, the 
two Ml © treaſurer and other great officers of State in England, have juriſ- 
firſt WI © diction and ſuperintendency in Ireland; by all which it is abſo- 
tern WM lutely in our power, when we grant privileges to them, to compell 


and keepe them up to the reſtrictions of them; all which is quite 


onial Wl © otherwiſe in relation to Scotland.” 

Theſe were aſſigned as reaſons to the Scotch Commiſſioners, 
ntle- hy Ireland, in its then exiſting eonnedtion with England, was con- 
t idered as entitled to a degree of indulgence ſuperior to that allowed 
tion their nation; matters are now totally reverſed, and in the preſent. 
r op⸗ very much altered ſtate of the relation between Great Britain and 
fon leland, a ſimilar anſwer may be given to the queſtion, «+ Why 
1 ſhe not give theſe advantages to Ireland without a Union!“ 
ould In addition to this it might be obſervd, that the Engliſh Govern- 


ment, eonſiſtent with the duty they owe to their Britiſh fellow- ſub- 
jets, could not make ſuch conceſſions to Ireland under its preſent 
Conſtitution and ſeparate Legiſlature ; ſo that the very circumſtance 
Ireland enjoving what is called an Independent Legiſlature is the 
means of depriving her of a participation in thoſe commercial be- 
fits. Conceſſions of ſuch a nature, I contend, cannot be ſafely 
took panted until the ſuperintendance of an Imperial Parliament poſ- 
ts of Ms the control over the reſources of the empire at large, and the 
ly in Per of applying them to Imperial purpoſes. Inded, the anſwer 


both Ml © we Englith Commillioners, as I have juſt recited, is one of the 
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beſt that can be given to the repeated queſtyzon 1 have already 
mentioned. 

With reſpect, Sir, to the fate of the propoſitions in 1785, ſo 
much ſpoken of, the commercial benefits then tendered to Ireland 
were rejected on the ſame miſtaken grous ds that the Houfe of Com- 
mons ſet their face againſt the N meaſure — They thought that 
the fourth propoſition cncroached upon their independence, and in 
conſequence refuſed great commercial advantages. This confiderg- 
tion, I think, brings tne queſtion between the two countries to a 
fair iſſue. Is Ireland to be conlidered in a better ſituation with 
her preſent ſeparate Legiſlature, and deprived of thefe manifold 


commercial advantages; or with her Legiſlature incorporated with 


that of Great Britain, with the full enjoyment of all thoſe commer. 
cial benefits, and the various other advantages in a view of power, 
conſequence, and reſpectability, as muſt refule to Ircland, when 
thoroughly united with Great Britain? This is the true queſtion 
to be conſidered by the Iriſh : for my part, I have not a doubt upon 
the point the latter ſituation would be decidedly to the advantage 
of Ireland. | 

Great ſtreſs, Sir, has alſo been laid, by an honourable gentleman 
on the ſettlement in 1782, which has been called a Final Adjutt- 
ment. I ſhall not cavil about words, but I contend that much df 
the argument founded upon that proceeding, as uſed by the honour- 
able gentleman, was thrown away, as inapplicable to the preſent 
queſtion. Indced, I might call it on his part as fighting w ich a 
ſhadow. The queſtion at iſſue, Sir, I muſt again repeat it, is be- 
tween the benefits and advantages, take them all in all, derivable to 
Ireland from her preſent ſeparate: Legiſlature, or thoſe trom an in- 
corporated Union ; and I muſt again pioteſt againſt the idca, that 
any thing in the preſent pro ceeding is anv ways hoſtile or derogt- 
tory to the acknowledged independence of Ircland. The very mod 
of putting the . queſtion to their Parliament, implics its Le- 
giſlative Independence. 

Much, if not the chief Rreſs cf the arguments urged by thoſe 
who oppoſe this meaſure, has been laid on the oppoſition which has 
been made to it in the Parliament of Ireland. Eut when circum- 
ſtances are attended to, I cannot refrain from ſtating, that this view 
of the ſubjeQ is given in very erroncous colours. 
the Parliament of Ireland, the King and the Lords, have pointedly 
expreſſed their deſire that the ſubject ſhould be entertained and col 
ſidered; and the contrary opicign has been carried only by a vel 
narrow majority in the Houſe of Commons. Under ſuch circul- 
Rances, it is idle to talk of this as a ſolemn decition of Parliament 
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But if it had been entitled to that appellation, it would not have 
altered my opinion as to the propriety of this Houſe conſidering 
the queſtion, and taking the moſt effeQual means cf bringing it 
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again and again under the conſideration of the Iriſh nation. Sound 


reaſon and good ſenſe will ultimately prevail; and I cannot help 
auguring well to the ultimate ſucceſs of the meafure, as eſſential 10 
the happineſs of Ireland, when I contemplate the clamour and vio- 
lence by which the conſideration of it has been reſiſted. Theſe are 
not the weapons by which truth and ſolid reaſoning maintain their 
empire over the hearts and underſtandings of men. Cool conſider- 
ation, and ſober reaſoning, arc the arms by which the cauſe of truth 
is ſupported, and I have not a doubt that theſe weapons, properly 
uſd, will ultimately ſuccecd againſt all the clamour and” prejudice 
that can be adduced againſt them. | 

[ believe there is no candid and rational man who is at preſent 
diſpoſed to diſpute, that a ſyſtem of exciſe is the leaſt expenſive and 
moſt effectual mode by which a great revenue can be collected in 
any country. But it is in the memory of living men, and within 
the reading of us all, with what obloquy the firlt authors of that great 
ſyſtem were loaded on its firſt introduction. But the ſolid under- 
ſtanding of mankind at laſt prevailed. | | 

In this, as in almoſt every other part of this ſubject, J muſt re- 
fer the recollection of the Houſe to what paſſed in Scotland on oeca- 
fon of the Union of that kingdom with England. 

When gentlemen pretended to think lightly of the Sacrifices of 
Sotland compared with thoſe of Ireland, let them recollect, that 
Ireland had not for many centuries been free or independent of 
England, but that Scotland never was completely ſubdued or under 
the control of England; that Scotland gave up, what Ireland cannot 
give up, an independent Parliament of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons; and that Scotland gave up, what Ireland cannot give up, an 
dependent and ſeparate CROWN | 

The Scots undoubtedly ſurrendered theſe honours at the time 
vit reluctance, and evinced the greateſt hoſtility to the Union, 
til experience had made her acquainted with its bleſſings. I can- 
not, Sir, help noticing the vaſt unpopularity of the Duke of Queenf- 
terry and other Commiſſioners in favour of the Union, white the 
zal and activity of the Duke of Hamilton and Lord Bethaven were 
ite theme of every tongue. The Duke of Queenſberry, the no- 
man who took the moſt aQive part in carrying the meaſure into 
Q, and was Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner for the purpoſe; nar- 
wy efcaped, in ſeveral inſtances, with his life. The Duke of 

ailton, the patriot of that day, the moſt violent oppoſer of the 
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meaſure, was applauded to the ſkies for his conduct by the popu. 
lace—they regularly chaired him from his apartments in Holy rod 
Houſe to the Parliament Houſe, juſt as the Dublin mob lately did 
the Speaker of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, exclaiming, in thei 
mad career: God bleſs your Grace! But thoſe who had been 
ſo much reviled, and had fo nobly withſtood the ſtorms and tem- 
peſts of the times, had the conſolation to live and witneſs the po- 
pularity of that meaſure for which they were condemned. The 
Union ſoon became fo popular, that the Pretender, having pledged 
himſelf to a repeal of the Ad of Union, excited ſuch a fermentation 
againſt him, that he was obliged te expunge this promiſe from his 
manifeſto ! 

This change of ſentiment happened in the year 1715, cight 
years after the Union; and it ought to afford a ſalutary leſſon to 
thoſe falſe patriots who chuſe to reſt their characters and fame on 
the ſhort-lived clamours of the day; and it ought to afford a heart 
felt conſolation to thoſe who have the magnanimity to diſdain ſuch 
mean and paltry arts, truſting that their real patriotiſm, founded on 


a conſideration of the true intereſts of their country, will not fail 


ultimately to ſecure to them that ſolid and permanent fame which is 
alone worthy of poſſeſſing. 

Another argument, Sir, I wiſh to ſubmit to your conſideration in 
favour of the Union. If it be true, as infiſted upon by Mr. O'Con- 
Nor, in his-evidence, that the people of England, according to their 
preſent form of Government, have no cauſe of complaint, when 
compared with the ſtate and ſufferings of the people of Ireland, then 
it conſequently follows, that a Union between the two nations, 
founded on principles of common freedom, and common intereſt, 
will at once remove every cauſe of grievance on the part of the peo- 
ple of Ircland. By the participation of the freedom of Britons, by 
the full enjoyment of all the privileges attached to a member of 
ſuch an honourable community, the Government of this country 
endeavours to deſtroy the hopes of the enemy, and to ſtrengthen and 
conſolidate the intereſts of the empire. If it be true, as generally 
acknowledged, that the poor of Ireland experience all the miſeries 
concomitant to a ſtate of want and wretchedneſs, then it follows, 
that their participation of the privileges of Britons, will rouſe and 
animate to laudable exertions that uſeful deſcription of our fellow 
ſubjects in the ſiſter kingdom. That liberty which awakened the 
commercial enterpriſe of Scotland—that liberty which expanded its 
genius in the moſt . honourable purſuits—that liberty which con- 
— Girmed eyery ſentiment which can dignify human nature, will, Sit 
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| am ſure, have the ſame happy influence on the people of Ireland, 
connected with us by the deareſt reciprocal obligations. 

There are certain gentlemen, who had the hardihood to main- 
tain, that the advocates for an Union were enemies to the peace of 
Ireland; but ſure I am, Sir, that no arguments can be more futile 
or abſurd, The introduction of that freedom into the various 
claſics of Ireland, which was the admiration, aud ſeemed the pane- 


gyrie of all Europe, was no indication of the hoſtility of the Go- 


vernment of Great Britain: it would be a partnerſhip, which 


| would diffuſe and extend its political and commercial advantages to 


the remoteſt corners of the globe—it would ſoon diſſipate all idle 
and illiberal jealouſies—it would allay the apprehenſions of the real 
friends of both countries; and, by an equality of rights, infuſe into 
the imperial ſpirit that noble emulation of. mind which is the 1 
of every excellence. 

There are no finiſter arts, as ſome malignantly infinuate, adopted 
for the attainment of the grand object of our diſcuſſion. There are 
no meaſures of compulſion, as the enemies of the meaſure affirm, in 
the contemplation of thoſe in power. I wiſh, Sir, to convince, not 
to intimidate, the people cf Ireland. The ſyſtem of terror, ſo often 
enforced by the common enemy, thank God, is no part of the policy 
of the Britiſh Government. Adopting expedients of lenity and 
perſuaſion, we addreſs ourſelves to the liberality and wiſdom of the 
Iriſh nation. They know the ſincerity of our friendſhip ; they 
know alſo the bitter malignity of that foreign power, which, like 
the rattleſnake, firſt endeavours to charm and then deſtroy. But, 
Sir, I thought that the eyes of every Britiſh ſubje& were at laſt 
opened to the treachery of the common enemy of mankind ; and 
forry am I to find, that the very enemy now ſo generally exeerated, 
compliments the people of Ireland, by alledging, that there is a 
ſpirit of eredulity in the Iriſh ſyſtem, which will admit of the 
groſſeſt deception from thoſe who have ſworn to overthrow any go- 
vernment founded in juſtice and humanity. 

With regard to the final adjuſtment of the year 1782, it was a 
miſapplication of terms to call it final. It was alſo to little purpoſe 
to recur to the opinion of Mr. Grattan, or the ſentiments he ex- 
preſſed on the ſubjeR of that arrangement, and the debates that pre- 
ceded it, Mr. Grattan, on that occaſion, was known to have been 
only the mouth-piece of the Volunteers. The whole of the buſineſs 
was evidently done in a hurry, and could only be conſidered as a 
temporary expedient to ſerve the purpoſes and exigencies of the mo- 


ment, not as a matter to which ſtability or permanency was likely to 


be attached. However that might be, the Parliament of Ircland 
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726 PARLIAMENTARY 
had afterwards ſucceeded in obtaining every thing it defired ; and 
he was ſo far from denying a particle of its independence, that he ag. 
mitted it in its fulleſt extent, and even founded upon it no ſmal 
part of his preſent arguments. Sir, had the adjuſtment in 1782 
not taken place, the ſituation in which Ireland would then ſtand 
might have afforded an argument againſt the preſent meaſure, be. 
cauſe then the Siſter Parliament could not, in ftriineſs, be ſaid to 
treat fairly ; butits independence, at the preſent time, gave it the 
fame competency to treat that was poſſeſſed by the Parliament of 
Great Britain. 

If, however, upon reflection, the Iriſh Legiſlature ſhould not be 

convinced of the utility and neceſſity of the projected Union, there 
was an end of the plan, and it muſt retain that degree of indepen- 
dence which it preferred to the numerous and important advantages 
which were held out to it. The diviſion in Ireland, I admit, was 
itherto io apparently hoſtile to the propoſal, that it was nearly de- 
cided that it ſhould not be even entertained or diſcuſſed. But gen- 
tlemen ſecmed to inſinuate an apprehention, that it was to be in- 
timidated and bullied into it. The Adminiſtration of this Country, 
in the moſt full and unqualified manner, diſclaimed the idea of any 
ſuch intentions. Whatever might be the general opinion, or the 
prejudice againſt it, now in the heat and violence of the moment, 
ariſing from national pride, and a variety of other motives, I make 
no doubt but, were the meaſure adopted, in leſs than eight years 
that country, like Scotland, would be fully reconciled and convinced 
of its utility, | | 

Among other arguments againſt the Legiſlative Union, was an 
appeal to the national pride of Ireland. By thoſe ſtrenuous oppo- 
nents of the meaſure, it was alledged, that the Parliament and 
People of Ircland would be degraded. Here again I muſt refer, 
Sir, to thoſe ſtubborn facts recorded in the page of hiſtory. By a 
happy combination of wiſdom and humanity, the Heptarchy was 
overturned, and an empire eſtabliſhed on principles of ſound policy. 

The Prince who accompliſhed this grand object certainly merits the 
higheſt encomium for the operations of juſtice and humanity. But 
I with, Sir, to put it to the conſcience and feelings of thoſe con- 
verſant with hiſtory, if they think that the various intereſts were in- 
jured or degraded by the appellation or privileges of Engliſhmen i 
The people of the Seven United States or Nations were neither de- 
baſed nor enſlaved by the conſolidation of their intereſts under one 
imperial management or direction. The Welehman, a brave and 
generous character, neither feels himſelf enſlaved nor degraded by 2 
conſolidation of intereſt and freedom; and ſure I am, Sir, that 
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the Scotehman is actuated by too noble and generous principles to 
entertain for a moment ſuch an opinion. From theſe facts, I hope, 
therefore, I may aſſume, as a natural concluſion, that as former | 
parts of the empire found neither injury nor inconvenience in a 
Union, that Ireland, as ſoon as prejudice and paſſion have ſubſided, 
will be equally harmonious to the happineſs of the community. fe 
Such a ſtate of Union would appear invincible to the common | 
enemy, who, in the carcer of his conqueſis, not only robs indi- 
viduals of their property, but perverts and deſtroys the ſalutary in- 
ſtitutions of the nation with which he pretends to fraterniſe. A na- 
tional mind, united according to the principles now recommended, 
and a public force thus concentrated, would be capable of repelling 
the attacks of the molt formidable enemy, however ſtrongly impelled 
by the new doctrines, and however animated by the fertile genius of 
innovation. | | 

[ have already had occaſion to advert, in one point of view, to 
the argument, that we ſhould proceed no farther in the buſineſs after 
the Houſe of Commons of Ireland had expreſſed its repugnance to 
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it in ſo unequivocal a manner, I have only farther to ſay, that no 10 
deciſion of tha: Houſe ſhall deter me, and tie Government of Great WR 
Britain, from telling and explaining to the People and Parliament bi 
of Ircland, in as much detail as poſſible, what the propoſals were 115 


which we were deſirous to ſubmit to their cool and diſpaſſionate con- 
ſideration. The Iriſh Houſe of Commons has expreſſed what 
they think of a Union: and it is our buſineſs to tell what we think 
of it allo: for this reaſon it is, that I ſtrenuouſly contend for going 
into the Committee, that the whole people of both kingdoms may 
know what is the real baſis on which we wiſh to treat. In this way 
only can we hope to baffle the various miſrepreſentations which are 
induſtriouſly propagated on this momentous buſineſs. J am the 
more deſirous of it, becauſe I contend, the honuurable. gentlemen, 
who lay ſo much ſtreſs on the deciſion of the Commons of Ireland, 
carry the concluſion from that circumſtance much farther than they 
are warranted, Even the Iriſh Houfe of Commons have not faid 
that they will never agitate the bufineis again; it would, indeed, 
have been ſtrange if they had done ſo. After the decifion in the 
Houſe of Commons, an attempt was made to carry a reſolution for 


ſetting the queſtion aſide altogether by an honourable Member (Mr. Fi 
G. Ponſonby), whoſe motion the Houſe thought proper to reject. . 
[Ir wes here remarked acroſs the table, that the motion *was not re- 5 
jected, but withdrawn} This difference in the term, Sir, makes A 1 


but very little alteration in the ſtate of the fact; for it is very well | lt 
known, that gentlemen, warmly embarked in ſtrong party queſtions, 
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are not very likely to withdraw them, unleſs the diſpoſition of thy 
Houſe indicates that, if preſſed, they will be rejected — ſuch, 10 
doubt, is the caſe in the inſtance alluded to. The honourable gen. 
tleman ſucceeded in his oppoſition to the addreſs, but he failed in the 
motion with which he attempted to follow it. 

All that is at preſent propoſed, I again ſtate, is to give the People 
and Parliament of Ireland time and opportunity to know and con- 
fider what the Engliſh Parliament is willing to ſhare with them, 
without attempting the ſmalleſt interference with their inde. 
pendence. 

Many objections, Sir, have been made to the time of bringing 
forward theſe propoſitions, as if it were the worſt and moſt unſeaſon- 
able that could poſſibly be ſelcded. It is, however, agreed on all 
hands, that the ſituation of Ireland is truly alarming ; that it is 
threatened with the greateſt dangers ; and that to avert them re- 
quires the fulleſt attention, and the utmoſt exertions of Govern— 
ment. The only difference of opinion, therefore, is, with reſpect 
to the means by which the evils can be remedied. The Adiminiſtn- 
tion of this Country propoſes a Union, as the only ſure and effec- 
tual means of affording it tranquillity at home and ſecurity from 
external attacks. On the other fide of the Houſe, though a Union 
was objected to, no other remedy has been offered. For my part, 
I conceive that there is a peculiar propricty in biinging forward 
the propoſal at this very critical time, when the reports of both 
Houſes of Parliament in Ireland afforded irrefragable demonſtra- 
tion, that there ſtill exiſts amongſt them a deep and formidable con- 
ſpiracy to ſeparate that kingdom from Great Britain, and totally de- 
ſtroy all friendly connection between them. What then are the 
beſt means to meet and defeat the ends of this conſpiracy, and diſ- 


appoint the hopes of thoſe by whom it is ſupported and fomented? 


I know of no mode of effeQually doing ſo, but to cement and 
conſolidate, into one powerful and irrcfiſtible body, the ſtrength of 
the whole empire, by a Union of the two Legiſlatures. 

The fimilarity of the circumſtances induces me again to recur to 
the oppoſition, ſo frequently and ſtrenuouſly given; to the propoſal 
of a Union with Scotland. In various periods of our Hiſtory at- 
tempts had been made to effectuate this favourite object, and as 
frequently fruſtrated. I ſhall ſhortly glance over the hiſtory of 
thele attempts, beginning with that of Henry the Eighth, who 
offered his daughter Mary to James the Fifth of Scotland, holding 
out ſuch inducements as the Seutiſh King was inclined to liſten to; 
but the plan was defcated by the intrigues of the French and the 
Popiſh faction. Edward tlie Sixth of England, in purſuance of his 
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the father's deſign, offered himſelf to Mary Queen of Scotland; and 
„ To though it was agreed to by the Parliament of that country, the in- 


gen. terference of the ſame faction rendered this treaty as fruitleſs as the 
1 the former. The plan was again renewed in the reign of James the 

Firſt; and though Articles of Union were agreed to by Com- 
ople miſſioners of both countries aſſembled at Weſtminſter, and ratified 
don. conditionally by the Scotch Parliament, yet the jealouſy of the High 


em, Churchmen at that time cauſed them to be rejected in England. 
ide. The plan was again brought forward in the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, but ended in ſome unavailing conferences amongſt the Com- 
ging miſſioners appointed to manage it. In the reign of William and 
ſon. Mary, the propoſition for a Union came from the Scotch Conven- 
all tion, and, on a recommendation from the Crown, the Engliſh Houſe 
t is of Peers paſſed a bill for appointing Commiſſioners for treating of 
2 a Union of the two kingdoms, which bill was thrown out by "the 
em- Commons. Thus the matter reſted till the reign of Queen Anne, 
ect at whoſe acceſſion the project alſo failed, through the High Church 
fra. influence. But ſome reverſes in the progreſs of the war, and ſome 
Re- events which took place in Scotland, made England take the 
om alarm, and be as anxious for the accompliſhment of the Union, as 
ion it was before forward in rejecting it. And here I wiſh it to be 
art, recollected, that when propoſitions to this effect failed in Scotland, 
ard it always happened through French infiuence and French intrigue. 
oth I remember a curious ſimile, which was urged as an argument 
ra- againſt the Union in the reign of James the Firſt, to ſhew that 
n- Scotland muſt be the ſufferer, „If a rich field,“ ſaid one of the 
le- Commiſſioners, © lie next to a poor field, the latter muſt be the 
he loſer, as all the cattle would not fail to go into the richer paſture.” — 
if. After the Union was effected, many, no doubt, did from time to time 
d? come into the richer field, without, however, any injury being ſuſ- 
nd tained by the fields from which they departed. It appeared then, 


of that what firſt induced the people of England to become zealous 
for, and to urge a Union with Scotland, was to prevent the bad 
to effects of party and French intrigue in that country. 
{al What was then the ſituation 4 Scotland, now became, by va- 
at- tious accidents, that of Ireland. France labours by every means 
as to form a connection in that country, and has in a great meaſure 
of ſucceeded, as recent and unfortunate events teſüfy: a Union is 
ho propoſed by Great Britain, as the ſureſt way to put an end to this 
ng dangerous conſpiracy, by a conſolidation of the whole powers of the 
05 empire. | . | 
he Thoſe who moſt admire the G1 ine which took: place in 
nis 1782, muſt admit, that no arrangement has yet ken piace ade- 
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quate to the cure of thoſe diſeaſes which threaten the deſtruction of 
Ireland ; and thoſe who were particularly concerned in the ſettle. 
ment of that degree of Iriſh independence alluded to, had uni. 
formly avowed, that ſomething farther was neceſſary, for the reci. 
procity of intereſts between the two countries ſo ardently wiſhed for 


[ CoMMmony, 


by the friends of both. If this deficiency of ſocial compact be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland be acknowledged, as a recurrence 
to the proceedings of the times will verity, then it follows, that it 
was in the contemplation of thoſe in power at that time to advance, 
as ſoon as convenient, to the completion of this grand principle. It 
is needleſs to ſtate reaſons, or conjectures, for the delay of this final 
adjuſtment of amity : a variety of circumſtances contributed to it; 
but I have no heſitation, Sir, in ſaying, that if ſuch a plan as that 
intended had been diſcuſſed and confirmed by the Parliaments of 
both countries, it is more than probable, that we ſhould not now 
have to lament the acts of outrage and rebellion which have fo re- 
cently convulſed and defpoiled our ſiſter kingdom. It was this 
lamentable defect in the compact that excited the turbulent and ob- 
noxious of Ireland - it was this lamentable defect that gave riſe to 
the moſt dangerous paſſions and animofities—it, in fact, preſented 
Ireland with more reſentments to ſatiate, and leſs authority to con- 
trol. While, then, we deplore the late abominable exceſſes, it iz 
our duty to prevent the return of the ſanguinary ſcenes, by a Union 
of national intereſt, likely to reconcile and command the aifcRions 
of the people. 

I again, Sir, affirm, that in any thing which has fallen from mo 
for the purpoſe of elucidating my arguments, I mean to caſt no im- 
putation on the Parliament of Ireland. I maintain, that with re- 
ſpe to the Catholics, they are under the influence of prejudice; [ 
know, at the ſame time, that it is a prejudice inſeparable from the 
nature of their ſituation. Attempts were made to ſhew, that tho 
excluſions under which the Catholics of this country laboured, did 
not augur well for the Catholics of Ireland, when they ſhould come 
under our legiſlation. Here again I am at iſſue with gentlemen 
who advance this hypotheſis ; and I do moſt ſincerely maintain, 
that a Union is likely to prove advantageous to the Catholics of 
both countries, as under the ſame Legiſlature there is every proba- 
bility that, after ſome time, the ſame meaſure of indulgence will be 
equally diſtributed to both. The Iriſh will ſtand a chance of 
being ſoon put upon the ſame footing with the Engliſh ; and ſhould 
it ever be found prudent wholly to improve the condition of the 
great majority of the Iriſh nation, the Engliſh Catholics might ex 
peR to be no ionger under 

| | [ 


any reſtraints. But after all, I amn of 
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opinion, there is no compariſon between the ſtate of the Catholics in 
the two kingdoms ; for if. in England conſiderations. of policy have. 
hitherto impoſed ſome reſtrictions on the Catholics, I am fully per- 
ſuaded that they do not think their intereſts neglected, or that any 
ſentiments of animoſity, jealouſy, or diſcord, are entertained againſt 
them. They may, and naturally do regret the excluſions to which 
they are ſubjected; but they never, for a moment, entertain a 
thought that there exiſts againſt them a hoſtile ſpirit, either in the 
Legiſlative or Executive Government of this country. Nobody 
will venture to aſſert, that ſuch is the feeling of the Catholics of 
Ireland. 

If any Iriſhman ſhould unfortunately prefer French fraternity to. 
Britiſh liberty, I would moſt earneſtly impreſs upon his mind the 
horrors and devaſtations of the Continent. Should he entertain a 
doubt of French rapine and murder, let him caſt his eyes on Brabant, 
Holland, Switzerland, Italy and Egypt. In theſe miſerable coun- 
tries, he would find the unparalleled effects of the fertile genius of 
innovation and reform—he would there find innumerable exam- 
ples of a violation of faith—he might there trace the agents of vil- 
lainy ſtarting from one extreme of iniquity to another, ſcoffing and 
ſcorning juſtice and humanity, and, in the very face of Heaven, de- 
tying divine vengeance. Theſe are the bitter effects of French 
fraternity, and by which its miſerable victims have been ſunk in 
agonies of confuſion and deſpair. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for having troubled the Houſe at ſo great 
length (two hours and twenty minutes); but the obſervations ad- 
vanced on the other ſide, and the circumſtances of the caſe, require 
that I ſhould take a comprehenſive view of the whole ſubject; and 
from every conſideration, I am induced, Sir, to vote for your leaving 
the chair. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that after having reſumed the queſtion . 
at ſo great length in the former part of this evening, it was not his 
intention to have troubled them again ; but that ſome parts of the 
right honourable gentleman's ſpeech, in anſwer to his honourable 
friend (Mr. Grey), required that he ſhould requeſt the attention of 
the Houſe to their fallacy, as well as the failure of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's promiſes reſpecting them. He then ſhewed 


| that the right honourable gentleman had pledged himſelf to anſwer 


Mr. Grey's ſpeech, and had but lightly touched on any part of it 

—had charged him with uttering inconſiſtencies, not one of which 

he had been able to point our. Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to 

take ſome parts of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech which 

truck him as very extraordinary, and he would begin by alluding 
5A 2 
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to the latter part of his ſpeech firſt. The right honourable gentle. 


men had laid great ſtreſs on the neceſſity of the Union, from the 


determination of the French to uſe their utmoſt exertions for the ſe. 
paration of the two countrics:; but he denied that the meaſure could 
have the deſired effect, or in the leaſt to cauſe the French to deſiſ 
or relax in their deſigns, becauſe he conrended that the French had 
never built their hopes, in the ſmalleſt degree, on the ſeparation of 
the two Legiſlatures, as had been inferred by the right honourable 
gentleman ;- but on the contrary, had all along reſted their hopes on 
the deſires and diſcontents of the great body of the people. If, 
therefore, theſe reſolutions, by being puſhed forward at the preſent 
moment, contrary to the ſenſe of the Iriſh Parliament, as well as to 
that of the people, the French would have greater cauſe than ever to 
reſume and redouble their exertions, and to irritate farther the minds 
of the Iriſh nation, as well as the Parliament, on a ſubje& to which 
they were ſo feelingly alive, muſt, he feared, be attended with the 
moſt miſchievous conſequences. The right honourable gentleman, 
he faid, had built his argument very much on the difcontents in Ire. 
land being founded on the excluded ſituation of the Catholics, and 
had held out by way cf lure, that if Ireland came under'the reg1- 
lation of an incorporated and Imperial Parliament, their fituation 
might be altered for the better. But unfortunately for the right ho. 
nourable gentleman's argument, another part of his ſpeech proved 
how little they had to expect on that head; for he had ſhewn, that 
the Britiſh Parliament had, without the ſame excuſe of that body 
in Englend, forming three fourths of the community; and there- 
fore, without the dread of their participation of cqual privileges 
with the Proteſtants, being attended with that danger to the ſupre- 
macy of the Proteſtant intereſt, had acted far more illiberally to- 
wards the Catholics than the Parliament of Ireland, under all the 
inequalities attending their Members, had ever done. He then 
alked, to what cauſe was this to be attributed? To the influence, 
ſaid he, of the Engliſh Councils Can it be attributed to the Iriſh 
Parliament? He denied that-it could; for it was evident, during 
the Vice- royalty of Lord Fitzwilliam, that the meaſure had been 
announced as intended to be carried into effect, and that the Iriſh 
Parliament had never ſhewn or cxpretled any alarm at it, nor any 
intention of oppoſing it ; 2nd he had no doubt, had not that noble 
perſonage been ſo abruptly and unaccountably recalled, the meaſure 
would have pafſed the Iriſh Parliament. The right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had faid, that all he wiſhed for was time; 
and on ſome expreſſion of countenance, or motion of body which 
had been made by him, the right honourable gentleman had in- 
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inferred that he meant to gain time for the purpoſes of corruption 
or intimidation. He confeſſed the right honourable gentleman was 
night in his conjecture ; he did mean fo ;—he did intend to ſigniſy 
by the ſhrug, or whatever other geſture he uſed, that the time wiſhed 
for by the right honourable gentleman, was meant to be uſed for 
the ſame ends and purpoſes as had been effected with the Duke of 
Hamilten, when he was brought off from his oppoſition, without 
which the Scotch Union would not have taken place. The right 
hot.ourable gentleman had ſaid, he wiſhed to treat with Ireland on 
equal terms; but he (Mr. Sheridan) denied that that was poſſible, 
in the preſent ſituation of Ireland — for, ſurrounded as they were 
with Englith troops, which were faid to be necefſary for their de- 
fence, and depending, as it had been faid, on the Britiſh Parliament 
for the continuance of their commercial advantages, they could not 
be in a fituation to give a free aſſent. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had ſaid, he made no reflection on the Iriſh Parliament, but 
he had certainly deſcribed them in a moſt confined and pitiful point 
of view. The right honourable gentleman had, however, diſ- 
covered one peculiar privilege with which Ireland had been gifted 
by nature, and that was, ſhe was ſurrounded by the ſea. With 
this extraordinary advantage, however, he would adviſe the Iriſh 
Parliament to give up the narrow and contracted ſphere in which 
they exerciſed their independence, in order to expand their views 
and enlarge their conſequence by tranſplanting themſelves into the 
Imperial Parliament, where they would derive ſo many advantages. 
Yes, Sirs, ſaid he, where they will derive the advantage of quitting 
a Parliament where their Chancellor of the Exchequer was turned 
out of his place for adding according to the diQates of his con- 
ſcience, and what he deemed rhe intereſts of his country, and be 
tranſplanted to the Imperial Parliament, where they will behold a 
Chaneellor of the Exchequer, whom no human power is likely to 
turn out of his fituation. They might, perhaps, have the farther 
advantage of being tranſplanted into the Imperial Parliament, of 
coming into an equal participation of the ſhare in four hundred 
millions of debt owing by this country - Here a cry of „No, no.“) 


Mr. Sheridan then ſaid, that after what he had many times heard of 


the competence and omnipotence of Parliament, there was no ſafe- 
guard that he knew of, after the lengths the argument had. been 


carried, that could be depended upon againſt their breaking or an- 


nulling any compact they might at any time chuſe to enter into on 
that or any other ſubject. The right honourable gentleman had 
been very diffuſe in deferibing the benefits which Seren had de- 
rived from the Union; and, indeed, on a m. eaſure which profeſſed 
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to have for its object the effeting the peace and tranquillity of x 
nation, the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman had one very 
eligible feature, as it was fraught with a conſiderable degree of 
pleaſantry and good humour. But this good humour and pleafantry 


[ Commoxy, 


might be aſſumed, for the purpoſe of deceiving the Houſe into an 


opinion, that the queſtion was not of that ſerious and important na. 
ture, which it ought, in his opinion, to be viewed in. The right 
honourable gentleman had very facetiouſly, in leaning over the table, 
favoured the Houſe with the recitals of ſeveral predictions of a 


Lord Belhaven, in one of which he ſays, that Mother Caledonia 


was ſtabbed by Julius Cæſar. Now, ſaid he, Lord Belhaven 
might have remembered that Julius Cæſar was ſtabbed by Brutus: 
and ſuppoſing that Mother Caledonia was about to be ſtabbed by her 
ſons, he might have confined her aſſaſſination to the ſtabbing of 
Julius Ceſar ;. but that he could predict that Mother Caledonia 
would be ſtabbed by Julius Czſar, was truly prepoſterous. From 
this inaccuracy, he thought he might fairly infer, that there was not 
much truth in the ſtatements of the right honourable gentleman, 
relative to the Manifeſto of the Pretender. The right honourable 
gentleman had ſaid, that he had been obliged to ſtrike out 2 part of 
it, which promiſed a repeal of the Union. On his aſking him 
acroſs the table, if it Was true? The right honourable gentleman 


had anſwered, he had read it ſomewhere. Now, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, 


I have been frequently credibly informed, that the fact was exact) 
the reverſe. However, be this as it may, ſaid he, Ireland may re- 
ceive all theſe benefits without a Union ; and to prove this, he had 
only to appeal to the rapid and incalculable growth of the proſperity 


of the Iriſh commerce ſhe had gained her political independence. 


The right honourable gentleman had aſſerted, that the majority of 
the Iriſh Parliament was trifling, as it amounted only to five ; but 
he contended, that when the nature of that majority, conſiſting of 
the men it was compoſed of, contraſted with the minority, compoſed 
of placemen, it was a prodigious and weighty majority indeed. He 
then, proceeded to notice what had fallen from Mr. Dundas relative 
to the motion made by Mr. George Ponſonby, and denicd the right 
honourable gentleman's inference, that it was rejeAed. He con- 
rended that it was only withdrawn, and that upon the argument of, 
«© Why preſs it at this moment, when it may be entirely uſeleſs? 
The Engliſh Miniſter will never think of preſſing this buſineſs, 
after he knows the decifion of the Iriſh Parliament; for the pie- 
fent, therefore, do not urge the queſtion.” On this, faid Mr. 
Sheridan, the motion was withdrawn ; but when the intention of 
the Miaiſter comes to be known, I have no doubt but it will be 


FEB. 7 


immed 
which 
mean | 
The 1 
« 4 (© 
ground 
ment, 
nullitic 
we art 
this dc 
and if 
are uſt 
force « 
the Ci 
for ſe 
the L. 
attend 
Charl 
could 
taken 
Peopl 
argun 
which 
forme 
concli 
chair. 
outlin 
more 
follox 


M 
all th 
oppol 
to im 
not 0 
tageo 


to Er 


ſeque 
mani 
for t 
what 
man 
feſſec 
that 


Fes. 7.] 


immediately reſumed. I now come, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, to a point 
which I cannot avoid taking notice of on the preſent occafion—T 
mean the competency of the Iriſh Parliament to diſcuſs the matter. 
The right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me has talked of 
« a ſovereignty in abeyance in the people,” and denied it on the 
ground that, if it was allowed, all the acts paſſed by the Parlia- 
ment, ſuch as the Septennial Ad, the Act of Union, &c. &e. are 
nullities—that you, Sir, fitting in that chair, are a uſurper; that 
we are all uſurpers who hold ſeats in this Houſe. Sir, I deny 
this doctrine; I ſay there is a ſovereignty in abeyance in the people; 
and if there is not, I contend that the preſent family on the throne 
are uſurpers—'The practice of the Revolution clearly ſhews the 
force of the argument. When King James the Second abdicated 
the Crown, the Parliament did not proceed to do any act of itſelf 
for ſettling the Crown, but expreſsly called a Convention, which 
the Lord Mayor of London and fifty Commoners were invited to 
attend. All the Members who had fat in the Parliament of 
Charles the Second were alſo ſummoned ; and every ſtep which 
could be taken in the then preſſing exigency of affairs, was actually 
taken to ſhew that the appointment to the Crown was in the 
People, and in them only.” Mr. Sheridan urged this part of the 
argument with great force and ability in ſeveral points of view, 
which the lateneſs of the hour, abridged by the length of the 
former part of the debate, will not allow us to touch upon. He 
concluded by giving his hearty negative to the Speaker's leaving the 
chair. What we have. already given is, indeed, a mere abridged 
outline; and we are ſorry the ſame cauſe will oblige us to be 


more brief with the ſpeeches of thoſe gentlemen who are to 
follow. | 


Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR did not intend to enter into 
all the topics in diſcuſſion. He thought the honourable gentleman 
oppoſite to him had all along proceeded on a miſtake, and appeared 
to imagine that Union was ſought for the advantage of England and 
not of Ireland. It was propoſed, however, becauſe it was advan- 
tageous to Ireland immediately, and to ſay the moſt, its advantages 


to England were remote and relative, ſcarce of any commercial con- 


ſequence at all. Conſidering this, ſhe felt ſome impatience at the 
manner it was diſcuſſed in Ireland, and no very great complacency 
for the oppoſers of the meaſure in this country. He did not know 


what England had to with from ſuch a connection, for ſhe com- 


manded already all the commerce of the world, and amply poſ- 
ſeſſed the means of defence. As to the conſtitutional queſtion, 
that it was an innovation, he was one of thoſe who never was an 
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enemy to the maxim of Mending what was wrong in the fvſtems d 
polity, provided the time was ſuited to the entecprize. If Irelaa 
was in a ſtate politically to require amelioration, it was right thy 
ſomething ſhould be done to correct whatever was vicious in her 
ſyſtem. He believed Union would do this. It was the only mes. 
ſure which, to his mind, ſuggeſted an adequate remedy to ſo prex 
and fo growing an evil, and it ſhould have his ſupport on other ge 
neral but juſt grounds. What in fact was the nature of the contra} 
It was a bargain, a conſolidation of intereſts by which Ireland was 
to benefit great commercial immunities, in which England had 
much to loſe and nothing to gain, and Ireland had much to gain 
and very little to loſe. He maintained that the diſorders of Ire. 
land grew chiefly out of the Conſtitution of Ireland eſtabliſhed for 
near a century and a half; and it was impoſſible that a Government 
agitated as that of the ſiſter kingdom had been, a Government dif. 
torted in every limb, could enjoy health or long ſurvive thoſe dif. 
eaſes, ſome ſlow, ſome acute—which were ſickly of aſpect, which 
had made her feeblé of heart. For a long time the turbulence of 
the people knew no reſtraint from authority, and their feroſity was 
without a correQive from reaſon. The Government was ſituated 
as it were in a garriſoned town, and regarding the people with jea- 
louſy, the people in their turn regarded the government as- an uſur- 
pation or worſe. But the ſeeds of the miſchief were in the Conſi- 
tution itſelf, for it contained not a principle by which the ignorance 
of the people could be removed, or their feroſity ſuppreſſed. The 
country, indeed might well be compared to a wolf, which it was 
neither ſafe to hold by the ears, or ſafe to let go. The proximate 
immediate evil was, however, French principles ; 
That leperous diſtillment 
Which holds ſuch enmity to the blood of man.“ 

It had withered the aged, had vitiated the youthful, had polluted the 
ſources of thought, and given to the whole ſyſtem of manners and 
of morals a malignity of character, a groſsneſs and laſſitude, which 
had rendered the obligations between men little elſe than nugatory, 
and had introduced, inſtead of religion, infidelity; inſtead of alle- 
giance, diſaffection; inſtead of loyalty, a luſt for treaſons. It had 
becn remarked by ſome ancient writers, that the Demagogues con- 
ſidered the people a Sea that might be agitated by a breath. Nov 
the Propagandiſts of France appeared to have proceeded on ſome ſuch 
principle in Ireland. They there found a people light and unrefiect- 
ing, where it was cafſy to practiſe the arts of a political ſeduction. 
They made that plea of national deluſion, which they have ever 
fince kept in a ſtate of agitation and reſtleſsnefs. Mr. Windham. 
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next vindicated the Government of Great Britain from the charge 


of corruption, and maintained, that the cure ef the diſorders with 
which Ireland was convulſed, could only be effeQually found in 
the improvement of the manners of the lower orders of the people, 
by the introduQtion of Britiſh cuſtoms and Britiſh commerce, which, 
in his opinion, the Union bid fairer to do than any other means that 
could poſſibly be deviſed. The only queſtion was, “Is a Union of 
the two countries deſirable or not?“ He took a view of the ſituation 
of the Catholics, and faid, that they were a tolerated body to a great 
degree, but there muſt be an eſtabliſhed religion, if ſociety was to be 
kept wholeſome and found. *© Where,” faid Mr. Windham, 
« you have RELIGION, at leaſt you have not PURE JACOBINISM 3 
but thoſe who are completely jacobinized, are loſt—they have ſuſ- 
tained a loſs of ſubftance which no phyſician can reſtore. But ſuch 
who have not yet been wholly depraved, ſuch who retain ſome of 
the early principles and honourabie and revered prejudices of a 
Chriſtian education, may in time be reſtored to ſoundneſs and 
health,” Having urged the arguments of Mr. Dundas reſpecting 
the Catholics, he next took up the queſtion of time, and faid, that 
in the preſent circumſtances of the country ſomething mult be 
done, and what was wanted was ſome meaſure by which we could 
ſecure the tranquillity of Ireland. It could not be intended to 
force a Union, for this would defeat the end of it. But when the 
time ſhould arrive that it would be poſſible to appeal from Philip 
drunk to Philip ſober ; from an Iriſh Parliament intoxicated with 


pride and paſſion, to an Iriſh Parliament ſobered by reflection and 


tempered by wiſdom, the propoſitions of his right honourable friend 
would, he had no doubt, meet with the general approbation of the 
Iriſh Parliament and People. With reſpect to intimidation, that 
could not be intimidation which left a choice. The honourable 
gentleman wiſhed the diſcuſſion might be deferred till paſſion ſhould 
ſubſide, and prejudice be correQed ; but, while the cauſes of irri- 
tation remained, was not this putting it off ad gracas calendas ? 
One honourable gentleman thought it impoſſible that the Iriſh could 
give a free aſſent to the meaſure in the preſent ſituation of their 


country; but did the honourable gentleman not know that where 
there is a power to diſſent, there is alſo freedom of aſſent, and the 


Parliament of Ireland having rejected the propoſition, or rather de- 
elined at all to enter into the diſcuſſion, at leaſt ſuch was the fact 
with reſpect to one branch of the Legiſlature, it proved that the peo- 
ple, by their repreſentatives, might as eaſily have given a free aſſent 
as expreſſed their diſſent. He concurred in opinion with his right 
honourable friend, Mr. Dundas, reſpeRing the general effect of the 
Vor. VII. S +; 
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Union of England with Scotland, obſerving that though with the re. 
volutions which commercial affairs had of late years experienced, 
Scotland would neceſſarily have grown into ſome importance as a 


trading nation, yet the advantages derived by her from the cloſeneſs 


of her connection, were ſuch as ſhe could in no other way have ae- 
quired. He ſaw nothing diſreſpeg ful in the language which had 
been held of the Iriſh Parliament, and although it certainly might 
be ſaid that the propaſitions of his right honourable friend would 
reach the Iriſh public through the medium of ſpeeches and pam. 
phlets, he thought it politic and reſpeAful ſolemnly to record the 


opinion of the Parliament of Great Britain of the preſent ſtate of - 


the connection between the two countries, and of the means by 
which the troubles that agitate the one are to be allayed, and the 
remedy which the other, in her ſolicitude for a ſiſter kingdom, ſeeks 
to apply to the diſeaſe. He would not then enter upon the diſcuſſion 
which the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had agitated to. 
wards the cloſe of his ſpeech. It was concerning a queſtion of ge- 
neral abſtract principles of Government, and he thought it enough 
to ſay that he moſt completely concurred in opinion with his right 
honourable friend, that the people have no political right to change 
the government, or to reſiſt it, whatever might be the moral right 
which a people would be allowed ſpeculatively to poſſeſs. The 
right of reſiſtance was not a right acknowledged by or known to 
the Britiſh Conſtitution. He concluded with expreſſing himſelf 
decidedly for the motion. 

Mr. T IERNEY. Sir, I never in my life roſe to ſpeak upon 
any queſtion with more uneaſineſs than I do upon the preſent. | 
never thought the right honourable gentleman would have brought 
forward a meaſure like this without having examined, in the firſt 
inſtance, whether or not it was likely to be acceptable; nor did! 
think, after what has paſſed, that he would have perſevered in the 
meaſure. He has, however, thought proper to perſevere, and he 
muſt take the conſequences. Sir, I expect an anſwer to this quel- 
tion, which I think deciſive upon the ſubjet : What advantages 
can be gained by a Union, which cannot be obtained without it! 
I am clearly of opinion that theſe reſolutions would produce the 
ſame effect if they were ſent over without Parliament being pledges 
to them. I was ſurpriſed to hear gentlemen declare they would not 
uſe any diſreſpectful language to that country, when one of them 
compared it to the Bahama Iſlands, and the other to a wolf. But 
it is faid that we abuſed the Iriſh Parliament ; if gentlemen allude 
to the ſtatement of there being 116 placemen in it, that aſſertion 


was made in the Parliament of Ireland. Sir, this is a queſtion of 
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the greateſt importance, and J really do not ſee that the advantages 
which it holds out are likely to compenſate the danger that may re- 
ſult from it. Even its ſtrongeſt advocates only ſtate the advantages 
as probable: Much has been ſaid of the advantages which this 
meaſure holds out to the Catholics: all that you can now give 
them is, the privilege of holding certain places, and of fitting in 
Parliament. But the latter would be a very trifling privilege ; fof 
ſuch is the diſtribution of property in that country; that in fifty 
years, fifty Catholics would not get ſeats in Parliament, If the 
Catholics in Ireland correſpond with the Difſenters in England, 
they will find that they have not much to expect from the tolera- 
ting ſpirit of the Engliſh Parliament. The great argument in fa- 
vour of this meaſure is, that it would defeat the hopes of the 
foreign and domeſtic enemies of that country. I do not think that 
it would prevent the attempts of the enemy, nor put an end to in- 
teſtine troubles ; becauſe we now ſee that its effects would be to 
create ſtil} greater diviſions than exiſt even at preſent in that un- 
happy coutttry. I am very ſorry that the queſtion of Parliamentary 
Competence has been brought into diſcuflion 3 it is a very nice 


queſtion. It has been ſaid, that there are many inſtances in which 


the competence of Parliament has been tried, and the caſe of the 
Union with Scotland has been alluded to ; but that does not ap- 
pear to me to be in point, for I think the Parliament can do every 
thing but deſtroy themſelves, and in the cafe of the Scotch Union 
the Parliament of England did not defiroy themſelves ; and this ts, 
I think, a very obvious diſtinction. Much has been faid of the 
benefits reſulting to Scotland from the Union, and the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has given ſeveral ſtatements upon that ſubject z 
but though he has proved that Scotland has increaſed in proſperity ; 
he has not attempted to prove that that proſperity has been the con- 
ſequence of the Union. It is ſaid ſomething muſt be done for Ire- 
land; and then we are told that theſe reſolutions are not to be 


acted upon: then I ſhould be glad to be informed what is to be 


done for Ireland? I have no doubt but that the people of Ireland 
will treat his reſolutions as they have treated his ſpeech, viz. that 
they will paſte them up on the walls as arguments againſt the 
Union. If this was all, I ſhould not mind it; but if you agree te 
this motion, it will not be the Miniſters, but be Parliament of Eng- 
land that is implicated. If you perſevere, every ſtep you take will 
be looked upon with ſuſpicion. If you ſend over more troops, the 
object may be miſrepreſented. I underſtand that more troops are 
to be Tent over, and that letters have been ſent to the commanders 
of ſome militia regiments to know if they are willing to go to Ire- 
| 5 B 2 
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land, and ſtating that the Government of that country muſt be main. 
tained by force. I ſhall be glad to know, Sir, why it is neceſſan 
now to ſend more troops to Ireland ? "Thoſe that are there at preſent 
were deemed ſuthcient for its defence, before the defeat of the ene. 
my's laſt attempt, and before the deſtruQion of their navy, And 
now that thoſe attempts have been fruſtrated, and that navy de. 
ſtroyed, it cannot ſurely be neceſſary to ſend more troops. With 
reſpect to the officers of thoſe regiments who volunteered their ſer- 
vice in Ireland, I do think this will put them in a very hard ſitua. 
tion. I have the higheſt reſpect for their ſpirit, and the motives 
which aQuated them, but I am very ſure that if the propoſition 
for the Union had been made before they volunteered their ſer— 
vices, they would at leaſt have pauſed before they made the offer. 
Sir, one of the ſtrongeſt reaſons which operates in my mind againſt 
this meaſure is, that there is no neceſſity which calls for its imine- 
diate adoption. I am by no means contending, that it is radically 
a bad meaſure, or that we ought to abandon it for ever, but I merely 
wiſh to convince the right honourable gentleman and the Houſe, 
that after the opinion which has been expreſſed in the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment, and throughout that country, againſt it, he ought, at leaſt for 
the preſent, to abſtain from preſſing it. It is ſaid, that it is proba- 
ble that the Parliament of Ireland may change their opinion upon 
this ſubject. I am by no means inclined to think fo; but I am 
ſure there is much leſs probability that the people of Ireland ſhould 
be brought to change an opinion which they have ſtrongly and 
almoſt unanimoufly expreſſed. Conſidering this ſubje in another 
point of view, I cannot but recolle& that I ſtand here repreſenting 
commercial people, and I think I ſhould betray their intereſts, if! 
pledged myſelf unneceſſarily to reſolutions by which» they may be 
ultimately affected. I cannot conceive upon what principle J, as 
a Britiſh Member of Parliament, ſhould pledge myſelf to certain 
reſolutions, when, on the other hand, the Parliament of Ireland 
refuſe to pledge themſclves to any thing. I cannot conceive why 
we ſhould pledge ourſelves to give up a part of our Conſtitution, 
while the Parliament of Ireland have declared they will not give 
up any of theirs. If, however, this meaſure is to paſs, and we are 
to have theſe Members from Ireland, I ſhould wiſh to ſuggeſt, as 
a preliminary meaſure, that they ought at leaſt to be purified betore 


 [Commoxs, 


they come. here. I do not mean to refer to any idea of Parliamen- 


tary Corruption, but I refer to a ſtatement of Mr. Cook's, who 
ſtates that they are choſen in Ireland merely for the purpoſe of 
keeping out the Catholics. I ſhould be glad to be informed Upon 
what principle it is, that the number of Spiritual Peers is to be in 
I 
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creaſed in the other Houſe of Parliament? Tt cannot be faid that 
the Reverend Biſhops are inattentive to the intereſts of the Church, 
and that we muſt have ſome from Ireland, in order to ſecure the 
Proteſtant aſcendancy. "Theſe, however, are points which I ſhould 
not preſs, if the two countries were cordially conſidering the queſ- 
tion of the Union; but at preſent, as Ireland has rejected all confi- 
deration of the ſubject, I do not think it wiſe that we ſhould pledge 
ourſelves to reſolutions which we might find hereafter extremely 
inconvenient. But, Sir, I am afraid the truth of all this is, that 
the right honourable gentleman's pride has been hurt. I have 
heard that he has not yet forgiven the Parliament of Ireland, for 
their conduct upon the Regency; but all I aſk of him is, that we 
ſhould not be made parties to his reſentment. If he is determined 
to play Guy Faux to the Parliament of Ireland, let him do it, if 


he pleaſes, but let us not furniſh him with a cloak and dark lan- 


tern, The right honourable Secretary of State, who had drawn 
ſo many arguments from the proſperous ſtate of Scotland, ſeemed 
to have confounded himſelf with his country, and endeavoured to 
prove the benefits which had followed to Scotland by a ſtatement 
of the proſperity which had flowed upon himſelf. Indeed the whole 
of his argument ſeemed calculated to perſuade the Iriſh Parliament 
to engage in this, as likely to turn out a gcod ſpeculation for them- 
felves. Sir, I have now ſtated a few obſervations with which I 
meant to trouble the Houſe upon this ſubje& ; deprecating, as I do, 
the farther progreſs of this meaſure, I do implore the right honour- 


do not wiſh to hurt his feelings; on the contrary, I wiſh the Houſe 
to reject the conſideration of it in any way that may be conſidered 
as not having that effect. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS explained. He did not fay that the 
Imperial Parliament would be a good field of enterpriſe and adven- 
ture to the Members of the Iriſh Parliament: what he ſaid was, 
that the Imperial Parliament would afford a wider field for the diſ- 
play of talent ; and that from the magnitude of the intereſts which 
muſt come into diſcuſſion in it, the conſequence and reſpeQability 
of the repreſentatives would be increaſed. The honourable gentle- 
man muſt permit him to ſay id was impertinent in n to put r words 
into = mouth he had never uſed. 

Vir. TIERNEY—< Does the honourable gentleman mean to 
cl! my obſervation impertinent ?” 

A cry The queſtion—the queſtion !” 

Mr. T ierney—< I conſider ſuch language unparliamentary; 
but I muſt ſay, I think the right honourable gentleman would not 


able gentleman and the Houſe not to perſevere in it at preſent. I 
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have uſed it, had he reflected for one moment on the natur 
of it.” 

Mr. GREY thought his honourable friend had been miſled by 
momentary warmth, and believed Mr. Dundas did not uſe the ex. 
preſſion. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he uſed the expreſſion ; but the 
honourable gentleman ought to reeollect, that expreſſions not wholly 
free from hatſnneſs had been uſed by him in the courſe of his ſpeech, 
and of all the Members of that Houſe, he thought the honourable 
gentleman had leaſt reaſon to be quick in his perception or prompt 
in complaining of any flight incorreQneſs of expreſſion. But the 
epithet was not, he believed, unparliamentary : it might with per. 
feat propriety, and quite within the rules of the Houſe, be ſaid at 
any time, that an argument or expreſſion is not pertinent. 

Mr. TIERNEY expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied with this engl 
nation. | 
Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that undoubtedly the expreſſion, as it had 
been uſed, did appear to him to be unparliamentary, but knowing 
that it would admit of an equivocal interpretation, he thought it bel 
to decline interfering while there remained an opportunity for ex- 
planation. 

Mr. Wm. GRANT took a conciſe view of the queſtion. He 
conſidered the arguments of the honourable gentleman oppoſite to 
him to be theſe three—1. That the preſent is not the proper time, 
becauſe the free affent of the people of Ireland cannot be obtained 
to the meaſure :—2. That the project of Union is not only nugs- 
tory now, but would be ſo at all times, becauſe the Parliament had 
no power to accede to it: and the third, that after what paſſed in 
Ireland the diſcuſſion is improper and unneceſſary; unnecefſary, 
becauſe nothing can be effected by it that can poſſibly lead to Con- 
ſtitutional Union ; improper, becauſe it would lead to irritation in 
the great body of the Iriſh people. On theſe topics Mr. Grant 
argued with much ingenunity, and purſuing the opinion of his right 
honourable friend (Mr. Windham) he contended that a free aſſent 
can be given; and as to the competency of the Parliament of Irc- 
land to deeide ſuch a queſtion, it was in fact but the treaty of tuo 
independent Parliaments who had a power to do whatever the Con. 


ſtitution had not forbidden, and that its competency was not more # 


queſtion than the competency of the electors to whom the queſtion 
muſt in fairneſs firſt be referred; from them it muſt go to the peo- 
ple at large, who muſt be afſembled i in convention on Saliſbury 
Plain ; but even when there aſſembled, every individual vote muſt 
be collected, and a majority muſt decide the queſtion, to be a con- 
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cluſive deciſion. Gentlemen would ſee to what ridiculous lengths 
their theoretical dogma might be carried, and he muſt think they 


ſaw their fallacy. He concluded with giving his hearty ſypport ta 


the motion. 

Mr. W. SMITH ſpoke ſhortly on the fubjeR. 

Te Houſe then divided— For the 3 s leaving the chair, 
149; Againſt it, 24. 

The Houſe then went into a Committee pro forma, when 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it would be improper to proceed 


| farther at that late hour, and hoped the Speaker's leaving the chair 


would not be oppoſed at any future day, the queſtion having been 
now decided. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he would not pledge himfelf to agree to 
the Speaker's leaving the chair at any time, as the intelligence from 
Ireland was of fa alarming a nature, that it would be impolitic to 
entertain the queſtion at all. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T anſwered, that of the Iriſh Parliament 
he would fay nothing, but he was confident the Iriſh people ap- 
proved the meaſure ; and we underſtand (ſtrangers being excluded), 
he intimated his determination of perſevering in the project. The 
Committee on the Union reported progreſs, and aſked leave to fit 
again on Monday, after which the Houſe adjourned. 
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The following is a more correct Report f 
The Duxs of BEDFORD's SPEECH 


IN THE 
HOUSE OF LORDS 
On the 22d of March, 1798. 


My Lokps, 


IF 1 had ever had any ſanguine hope of ſucceeding in a motion 
for the removal of the preſent Miniſters, I muſt confeſs that the 
different adjournments, which have intervened ſince I firſt gare 


notice of it, would have given me great uneaſineſs: but, entertain- 


ing no ſuch hope, I ſhould not have mentioned them, if I had not 
been anxious to return the Houſe my fincere thanks for their indul- 
gence in conſenting to the firſt adjournment : and, if I were now to 
follow my own diſpoſition and opinion, I ſhould give your Lord- 
ſhips but little trouble. I ſhould certainly content myſelf with 
ſubmitting the motion to the conſideration of the Houle, without 
attempting to argue the neceſſity of adopting it, becauſe I am too 
well aſſured by experience, that, if you do not already feel the ne- 
ceſſity of it, if the fituation of the country does not appear to you 
truly alarming, if you do not attribute our mi-fortune to the mil 
conduct of the preſent Miniſters, no argument of mine will have 
any effect, or entitle me to hope for ſucceſs. Conceiving, however, 
that you might a:tribute ſuch conduct to diſreſpect, I ſhall endeavour 
to juſtify myſelf in bringing forward this motion, by calling your 
attention to many objects of the higheſt importance, —the ſituation 
of the country with reſpect to foreign enemies; the principal events 
of the laſt five years; the conduct of Miniſters in proſecuting the 
war, as well as in their attempts to negotiate ; the ſtate of our 
finances; the ſtate of our internal government; and the deplorable 
ſituation of Ireland. 

It will not require a long detail of facts, nor a great deal of ar- 
gument to prove, that in the career which the preſent Miniſters have 
purſucd, they have been ſupported by your implicit confidence, that 
they have been ſtrengthened by all the concurrence neceſſary to give 
energy to their meaſures, and have never been thwarted by any op- 
poſition on the part of this Houſe, that could obſtruct or retard the 
ſucecſs of their operations. Whenever you have been called up® 
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to inquire into particular meaſures, or into the general conduct of 
Adminiſtration, you have uniformly refuſed to enter into any in- 
quiry. His Majeſty's Miniſters have been left at liberty to follow 


their own plans, and furniſhed with ample means to carry them 


into execution. If, therefore, I ſhall be able to ſhow that, not- 
withſtanding all the confidence they have enjoyed, and all the 


means with which they have been truſted, they have reduced the 


country to its preſent ſtate of danger and diſtreſs by abſolute miſ- 
conduct and incapacity, I think your Lordſhips will be unavoidably 
bound to conclude as I do, that no rational hope can be entertained 
of future benefit from the exertions of the ſame perſons, who have 
created the difficulty; and their diſmiſſion is indiſpenſable, and that, 
on this ground, your Lordſhips, who are the guardians of the 
public welfare, are imperioufly called upon to adopt the addreſs, 
which I ſhall have the honour of propoſing to you, or ſome other to 
the ſame effect. 

I donot mean to detain you, by entering into a diſcuſſion of the 
origin and cauſes of the war. It will not, however, be impertinent 
or unſeaſonable to remind you, that, prior to the commencement of 
the war, Miniſters were charged by thoſe who were friends to 
peace, with purſuing a line of conduct, which infallibly led to 
hoſtilities, and that the war was the natural conſequence of the 
policy, upon which Miniſters had long ated. My object now is to 
ſhow you, that the only remedy left is to diſpoſſeſs the men, who 
have done ſo much miſchief, of the power of doing more. As to 
a direct criminal accuſation againſt Miniſters, I ſhall forbear from 
it at preſent. That duty will be better ſuited to a moment of tran- 
quillity, when the abſence of danger may enable us more coolly to 
enter into the inveſtigation of guilt. | 

With whatever ſentiments Miniſters mav have been ſuppoſed to 
contemplate the proſpe&t of a war, and whatever means they may 
have employed to prevent it, yet it will be recollected, that the de- 
claration of war, on the part of the French, was received here with 
the utmoſt joy; that the Miniſters could not conceal their ſatisfac- 
tion at being furniſhed with a formal pretence for alledging that the 
French were the aggreſſors, and with an oſtenfible juſtificatign for 
entering .into the war, as if they themſelves had not provoked it. 
It was viewed, not as a matter of melancholy and regret, but of 
triumph and exultation. "Thoſe, however, who thought that greater 
excritons and a different conduct ought to have been employed to 
prevent a rupture with France, left no effort untried to avèt the 
evils, in which we were likely to be involved, or at leaſt to retard 
the progreſs of calamities, which might have been avoided. Re- 
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monſtrances were made againſt the meaſures which Miniſters pur- 
ſued. It was contended, that by a firm, a manly, and an open 
conduct, France might ſtill be turned to peace, and that every 
ground of diſpute might be removed. Parliament was called upon 
to declare that this country would not interfere in the internal affairs 
of France; and afterwards, when the hoſtile views of Miniſters 
became more ſyſtematie and leſs diſguiſed, Parliament was called 


upon to addreſs His Majeſty to enter into no treaties with forcign 


powers, which would form an argument againſt peace, and emba- 
raſs the attainment of that object. To this no other anſwer was 
made, but that, fince we were embarked in the conteſt, it was ne- 
ceſſary to go on, and that every exertion ought to be made to 
ſtrengthen the country, and to ſecure ſucceſs. 
Again, to remove all miſunderſtanding of the ob jects and views 
entertained in the proſecution of the war, Parliament was called 
upon to ſay, that the war was not undertaken for the purpoſe of ag- 
grandiſement, but on the benevolent principles expreſſed by His 
Majeſty in his ſpeech at the beginning of the ſeſſion, and that, as 
the French were then deteated and reduced within their own terti- 
tory, the moment was favourable for us to come forward with offers 
of peace. To this it was anſwered, in the exultation of proſperity, 
that being now engaged in a ſucceſsful purſuit, we were bound to 
perſevere in it, until the exiſting Government of France was rc- 


placed by a better ſyſtem, and that the moment of ſucceſs was not 


the moment to think of peacc. Such was the language, with which 
every attempt to oppoſe the progreſs of the war was reſiſted, 
Miniſters, however, my Lords, had not then avowed the whole of 
their deligns ; they did not then feel themſelves firmly ſcated on 
their war horſe ; nor did they think themſelves ſecure of continuing 
their conqueſts. If we had ſeized that opportunity for making 
peace, we ſhould ſcarcely have felt the preſſure of the war; for we 
had not then incurred a debt of more than fix millions, nor had a 
greater annual charge been fixed upon the country than 250,000): 
The ſucceeding period was more important. The next ſeſſion ws 
opened with a ſtrong ſpeect; from the Throne, expreſſing to the 
country that we were not engaged in a war merely for defence, but 
for the deſtruction of rapine, anarchy, and impicty. It was con- 
tended, that we were not to look for peace, without firſt reſtoring 
order to France. Such were the arguments advanced. Then it 
was, my Lords, that the whole ſcope and range of the Miniſters 
plans were developed. Then had we a full view of their defigns. 
Then did their wild and frantic ſchemes blaze forth in all their 
fury. Intent only on their own glory, they koped to rival by their 
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exploits the proudeſt Miniſter of the proudeſt day that England had 
ever ſeen—they hoped, miſerable men! to raiſe temples of fame, 


and trophies of victory, on the mutilated carcaſes of their fellow- | 


creatures. They were diſappointed, But you, my Lords, and the 
Nation, though actuated by better motives, ſtill by your conduct 
contributed to produce this miſchief, You, my Lords, juſtly 
ſhocked at the enormities of France, became unjuſt yourſelves ; and 
irritated at the impiety and irreligipn profeſſed by her rulers, aſſumed 
to yourſelves, without right or vocation, the exerciſe of that venge- 
ance, which a learned Prelate has ſo truly told you belongeth not to 
man. Still, my Lords, the advocates for peace attempted to induce 
Parliament to adopt a milder language. Neither diſturbed by per- 
ſonal attacks within the walls of Parliament, nor awed by the pepu- 
lar clamour directed againſt them from without, but firm in their 
country's cauſe, and as anxicus for its proſperity and glory as rhe 
proudeſt boaſter in the nation, they ſteadily purſued the meaſures 
they had recommended. They told you, that, if you hoped to de- 
ſtroyed France, it was a wild and fooliſh hope: they told you, if 
you hoped to deſtroy the rulers of France, the beſt way was by 
making peace. Other ideas prevailed, and were adopted: ſtill, 
however, thoſe, who kept the neceſſity of peace in view, perſevered. 
They heard that new alliances were formed : they endeavoured to 
adviſe His Majeſty to extricate himſelf from them whenever peace 
could be made with honour. They ſaid, that there were no hopes 
of ſucceſs in the continuance of the war; that you muſt not depend 
on your allies; for that ſome of them already began to feel the 
preſſure of the war, and that, unleſs we aſſiſted them with money, 
they muſt ſoon abandon us ; that, in proportion as the difficulties of 
the enemy became great, they increaſed their exertions, and that in 
the end our own refources mult fail us. The anſwer was, that we 
had hitherto been ſucceſsful ; that our reſources were adequate to 
every emergency ; that, though we might be ſomewhat affected, we 
were not, like the miſerable Government of France, obliged to have 
recourſe to forced. loans. | 
Towards the cloſe of that ſeſſion, I did myſelf the honour to 
move certain reſolutions to your Lordſhips. We had then been 
ſucecſsful, I wiſhed to call your Lordſhips' attention to our fitu- 
ation as it ſtood, and to ſeize that opportunity for putting an end to 
the war. I likewiſe called upon you to adviſe His Majeſty to ab- 
ſtain trom any interference in the incernal affairs of France ; or that, 
if you did mean to interfere, you ſhould ſtate ſome preciſe points. 
cid believe that ſuch a declaration would have produced ſome ad- 
vantage. In the confuſed ſtate of France at that time, it was de- 
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firable that the enemies of the exiſting Government ſhould have 
known the particular object, which you wiſhed to obtain. We 


were told, exultingly—< What! now, in the moment of ſucceſs, 


« ſhall we treat, when we have ſuch confident hopes of attaining 
4c all we wiſh? No! Jacobiniſm in France muſt be deſtroyed! 
ec not only the preſent rulers muſt be cut off, but all, who entertain 
te the ſame principles and ſentiments with them, muſt be deſtroyed, 
& We will never treat with men, who have dyed their hands in the 
4 blood of their Sovereign, and who have dared to call our King a 
« tyrant, and our Parliament uſurpers. Let us make one grand 
« effort, and die, if we muſt die, with ſwords in our hands'— 
[A cry of © Hear! hear!” from Lord Grenville. — Such was 
the proud triumphant language of Miniſters at that period, and [ 
am glad to find that the noble Secretary ſeems now to remember 
what, on other occaſions, he and his colleagues ſeemed to have for- 


gotten. In the hour of proſperity, indeed, their language was 
lofty, and their tone determined. But did they perſevere in this 
temper * Did they diſcover a firmneſs in adverſity correſponding to 


their preſumption in ſucceſs * Look at their conduct the next year, 
and ſee how theſe pretenſions were juſtified. —T he ſeſſion then 
cloſed, and if peace had been obtained, we ſhould not have experi- 
enced the financial difhculties under which we have ſince laboured, 
nor have to dread thoſe with which we are now threatened. The 
ſum then added to the capital of our debt was about twenty-two 
millions, and the annual amount of taxes one million. 

Let us contraſt this language of Miniſters with what they ſaid 
the next year. At the commencement of the following ſeſſion the 
ſituation of affairs was ſamewhat changed. Miniſters themſelves 
began to think the proſpeAs they had held out to be ſomewhat de- 
luſive, and to imagine that the continuance of conqueſt was not t 
be relied on. The people began to think it a war for the cxtermi- 
nation of government, and not to be ſo fond of the purſuit. Ihe 
perceived at laſt that it was not quite certain, which of the two go. 
vernments might be exterminated ; and, though they were delighted 
with the war as long as it ſucceeded, they were not at all comforted 
by the dilemma held out to them, of chooſing between ſucceſs and 
ruin. But, my Lords, ſome perſons in Parliament alſo had 
changed their ſentiments ; our reverſes were acknowledged; bit 
it was ſaid that the ſtate of affairs in France was ſo diſtracted, and 
their finances ſo exhauſted, that the cauſe of order, morality, and 
religion, muſt ultimately prevail. Flattering, however, as ths 
proſpe& was, it did not leſſen the wiſh for peace; in the oth 
Houſe an amendment was moved, in order to induce a declaration, 
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that it was then expedient to make peace. That amendment was 
rejected; ſoon afterwards, however, the advocates for peace, not 
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diſheartened by repeated defeats, were anxious to have the true 


meaning of Government underſtood: they gave a long notice of 
their intention; and they took care to draw up their motion ſo as to 
bring the queſtion to a direct iſſue. They were ſurpriſed to find 
that Miniſters were determined not to meet this queſtion, but to 
get rid of it by an amendment. In order to ſoften their declara- 
tion, Miniſters called upon the Houſe to ſtate that they were de- 
termined to perſevere till ſuch a government thould be eſtabliſhed 
in France, as might be capable of maintaining the accuſtomed re- 
lations of amity and peace ; they did not fay that the then Govern- 
ment was capable of maintaining them, nor did they define what 
government they would conſider ſo. The advocates for peace, 
however, ſupported their original motion. They urged Parlia- 


ment to negotiate, while they were able to proſecute the war with 
vigour ; and they reminded the Houſe that the relations of amity 


and peace had been maintained by France with other nations. At 
this time, too, Miniſters were warned of the miſchief that might 
ariſe in Ireland from the continuance of the war, and from perſe- 
vering in the ſyſtem they ſeemed inclined to adopt. But Miniſters 
were not to be convinced by ſuch arguments; though they felt that, 
if they ſtill talked of dying with arms in their hands, they ſhould 
not meet with much applauſe. On the one hund, they had to 
ſoften and ſatisfy the perſons who were deſirous of peace, while on 
the other, they had to rouſe the drooping ſpirits of the country. 
They faid, © What! will you treat when you have ſuffered re- 
„ verſes?” Laſt year they would not treat, becauſe they were ſuc- 
ceſsful ; this year they refuſed, becauſe they had been defeated, If 
you treat now, they urged, you will acknowledge the ſuperiority of 
the enemy. Had they ſaid, if you treat now, you will acknowledge 


the incapacity of Miniſters, they would have been right. Will 


you treat now, they added, with a Republic, and confeſs that that 
form of government is beſt * It will be a condemnation of your 
own ; it will amount to a confeſſion, that your King and Parlia- 
ment are unfit to govern you. They held out to us, that the French 
poſſeſſed certain territories, which it would be abſolutely ruinous to 
this country for them to keep, and which they could never be al- 
lowed to retain. They tricd then the mercantile intereſt, and put 
it to them, whether they would give up the Weſt-India iflands, re- 
linquith all hopes of indemnity —and at what time? When the 
fituation of France was ſo exhauſted and fo deſperate, that if we 


perſevered, the brighteſt hopes of ſucceſs might be entertained, 
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Nay, one perſon had been bold enough to ſay, that the finances d 
France were already exhauſted, and he always knew they would be 
ſo. Yet ſtill, my Lords, Miniſters did not talk of monarchy in 
the language they had done formerly. We do not, ſaid they, want 
a monarchy in France; we only want ſuch a government as is cz. 
pable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity; 


with ſuch a Government, whether republican or not, we will treat, 


They told us in their arguments that they had given up indemnity; 
but they ſaid, Will you ſay we can treat with the exiſting go. 
<< vernment? Surely you cannot; for you may as well ſay we 
« muſt now treat.” This proves that they were fighting for the 
eſtabliſhment of ſuch a government in France as would pleaſe them. 
ſeres. Where now, my Lords, was the lofty language, which 
talked of reſtoring the French Monarchy ; Where were the ſup. 
porters of the declaration iſſued by a noble Lord, oppoſite to me, at 
Toulon? Where were the men who ſaid, that there was no mid- 
dle line between anarchy and monarchy ? They were all ſoftened; 
they were ſoftened, becauſe they found that they could not maintain 
their principles without loſing their ſituations. They then ſhewed 
that, however lofty their language had been in the hour of proſperity, 
they were ready to lower it as their proſpeAs fell; that their mode- 
ration was progreſſive, and regularly increaſed in proportion to their 
difficulties. But their conceſſion was of no advantage to their 
country. Their original tone was too exalted ; and in their de- 
ſcending ſcale they were always too high for the occaſion, on which 

conceſſion was required; they encouraged the demands of the 
enemy, becauſe the enemy knew that Miniſters would ultimately 
accede to their demands. In this way, conceſſion only produced 
diſgrace, without promoting conciliation. Such was the ſituation, 
in which we were placed in the third year of the war. A debt of 
forty-ſeven millions had been incurred, and a permanent annual 
charge upon the country of 2,250,000]1. With this the ſeſſion 
cloſed. The opening of the next preſented a different aſpect of 
affairs. The allies had been ſucceſsful. Yet, however elated 
Miniſters might be at theſe ſucceſſes, till they did not think them 
ſufficient to warrant the reſumption of their old ſtrain of argument; 
but in anſwer to thoſe, who ſtill endeavoured for peace, they faid 

that the ſtate of things in France muſt lead to a criſis, the iſſue of 
| which no one could foreſee, but that great events might ariſe, which 
would be important to the intereſts of Europe. If the eriſis termi- 
nated favourably, they would be ready to meet any propoſition that 
might be made for peace, It was then endeavoured by the advo- 
cates for peace to be proved, that it would be better to attempt to 


MAR 


come 
the tl 
accuſt 
was C 
be hu 
ſuece 
gume 
abſol 
coulc 
fiorr 
invol 
porti 
ener; 
me ; 
tion, 
ſaid. 
failin 
Frat 
we | 
had 
ton 
whe 
oug 
gv. 
thir 
met 


ORDg, 


ces of 
uld be 
hy in 
Want 
is ez. 
mity; 


treat. 


nity; 
8 go. 
y ve 
r the 
hem. 
hich 
ſup. 
ie, at 
mid- 
ned; 
ntain 
ewed 
erity, 
10de- 
their 
their 
de- 
hich 
the 
ately 
uced 
tion, 
bt of 
nual 
fon 
t of 
lated 
hem 
ent; 
ſaid 
je of 
hich 
rmi- 
that 
dvo- 
t to 


MARCH 22.] DEBATES. 751 


come to a concluſion ; and Parliament was urged to declare, that 


the then Government of France was capable of maintaining the 
accuſtomed relations of amity and peace. No ſucceſs, however, 
was derived from that propotition. Miniſters told us, that it would 
be humiliating to make ſuch an acknowledgment when we had been 
ſucceſsful. Here again our ſituation was brought forward as an ar- 
gument againſt negotiating. But it was alſo ſaid, that France was 
abſolutely ſo exhauſted, that another campaign was more than ſhe 


could endure. Your Lordſhips may remember that on that occa- 
ſior I moved an amendment. I faid I would not enter into the 


involved queſtion ; and that all I had to obſerve was, that in pro- 


portion as theſe predictions of Miniſters were more peremptory, the 


energies of France became greater. Some compliments were paid 
me; it was ſaid, that I was perfeAly competent to argue the queſ- 
tion, but that I declined it from a conviction that little could be 
ſaid, The event has proved whether I was right or wrong. But 
failing conſtantly in our attempts to make Parliament declare that 
France was capable of maintaining the relations of amity and peace, 
we learnt, with great ſurprize, in leſs than ſix weeks, that the criſis 
had ended favourably, and that Minitiers declared themſelves ready 
to meet any offers of ncgutiation. Now, ſurely, my Lords, thoſe 
who were ſo anxious for a fixed form of government in France, 
ought to have taken more than fix weeks to decide upon the new 
government, and whether it had ſufhcient ſtability or not. But 
thinking as we did, that you might have treated with any govern- 
ment that had exiſted ſince the commencement of the war, ve had 
of courſe no objection to this offer of treating. We could not, 
however, help ſuſpecting, that Miniſters had no fincere deſire for 
peace, but were anxious to concede a little, not to us certainly, 
but to thoſe who were wavering between peace and war. This 


ſtate of affairs produced the communication of a meſſage from Mr. 


Wickham, an anſwer to it, and a note commenting upon both. 
Upon that meſſage I have had occalion to remark before, and I 
have always ſaid, and it is not my own opinion alone, but the opinion 
of men of all parties, with whom I have converſed, that that pro- 
ceeding was the molt unlikely means, that were ever adopted by 
any nation to ſecure a peace. You would have thought, at leaſt, 
that ſome civility might have been uſed to the power, with whom 
you profeſſed a wiſh to treat; that, after all the inſults offered, it 
would have been wiſe to have ſhown an inclination to acknowledge 
the Republic ; but it was ſtudiouſly avoided. At this period the 
ebt contracted was about 87, ooo, oool.; the annual charge 
mated 4,000,000. When Minitters found that this ſtep was 
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not quite ſufficient to delude the people, they brought forward ano. 


ther negotiation, with a little more ſtage trick in it. If your 
Lordfhips, however, look at the negotiation under Lord Malmef- 
bury, and can believe in your hearts that Miniſters were ſincere in 
their deſire for peace, you muſt in your hearts believe, alſo, that they 
are the moſt incapable men for conduQting a negotiation that ever 
lived. I have often, my Lords, adverted to that negotiation ; ! 
have ſaid, that there was nothing conciliatory in it ; but that the 
whole progreſs of it tended to teach the French to doubt your ſince. 


rity. They ſent a perſon with powers to conclude, but not to tfeat, 


They ſent him to treat for the Emperor, without power from the 
Emperor to treat or conclude. Look at the terms they offered, and 
then aſk if they could be fincere? I had hoped, my Lords, on 


this day, to have ſpoken with a little more information ; but even 


though the event to which I allude is ſo long paſt, J find Miniſters 
are determined to give no information on the ſubject, and therefore 
I am warranted in contending, that there is nothing in thoſe papers, 
which can prove the aſſertions that have been made by His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters. But, my Lords, there is ſtill enough, without 
recurring to farther information, to ſhow the infincerity of Minil- 
ters; or, if they were ſincere, to prove their wildneſs and their 
folly. What is it you propoſe to France? Recollect the ſituation 
in which you ſtood —recolle& that you ſet out as the avengers of in- 
nocence, as the protectors of the oppreſſed; that you deſired to-curb 
the wild aggrandizement of France, not to get by the war; and 
then look at the terms you offer. Why, that with France, and the 
three Northern Powers, you are to deſpoil the little ſtates—[ A cry 
of „Hear! hear!“ — You, the avengers of innocence, the dilin- 
tereſted protectors of the oppreſſed, allow Poland to be divided 
without a remonſtrance ; you ſuffer France to retain ſome of her 
acquiſitions ; to give the Emperor ſomething more to ſecure his 
frontier ; and you are to keep a portion of what you have got. | 
do not mean certainly that you are to have any continental poſſeſ- 
ſions, but you are to have the Cape and Trincomale, and one of 
the French iſlands, provided the French are ſuffered to keep St. Do- 
mingo. You were to have part of the poſſeſſions of your allics the 
Dutch ; the Emperor was to be left in the poſſeſſion of Poland ; fo 
was Ruſſia, ſo was Pruſſia. If peace had been concluded then, the 
parties, which had made the war to fave property and to proted it 
from invaſion, would all have been benefited by a new diſtribution 
of the property of others. The ceſſion of Belgium was demanded 
as a fine qua non, in the elcareſt and moſt intelligible language, and 


upon that the negotiation went off. I thought, and I may now ſay 
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ſo, without incurting blame, or if I do, I have His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters to participate in it with me, (for they have fince propoſed 
terms without demanding Belgium,) that Belgium ought to have 
been ceded, if France inſiſted on it; that, from her fituation, ſhe 
had a right to expect to keep it. It was the opinion of thoſe, who 
did not know the calathities that awaited us, for we did not know 
that the Bank was ſoon -to fail. They, however, who did 
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know it, who muſt for two years have foreſeen it, muſt have known 


that it was adviſeable to procure peace, not only upon thoſe terms, 


but almoſt upon any terms. They muſt have known that ſuch a 


peace would not only not have been a bad peace, but that the con- 
tinuance of the war for another year would coſt eighty millions. 
They did proſecute the war, eighty millions were ſpent, and Bel- 
gium is loſt. If I could be convinced that Miniſters were fincere 
in their firſt and ſecond negotiations, I ſhould have no right to 
doubt their ſincerity in the third. But thinking, as I do, that they 
were neither ſincere in the firſt nor the ſecond, I am warranted in 
doubting their fincerity in the third ; particularly when I find that 
they employed a ſecond time a perſon, who had failed in the firſt 
inſtance. For that perſon, my Lords, I certainly have a perſonal 
reſpect. I believe him to be perfectly fit and competent; but I 
have always thought that there is ſome objection to employing a 
man in the ſame ſituation, in which he has failed before. My 
Lords, the French thought ſo too. I lay aſide all the nonſenſe of 
ſuffering ourſelves to be dictated to; but when T find that a nego- 
tiation has been unſucceſsful with one perſon, I think it more likely 
to conciliate the power, with which you are about to treat, if you 
employ ſome other negotiator. But admitting, for the ſake of ar- 
gument, that Miniſters were ſincere, I contend they ſhowed no ta- 
lents for negotiation, and I am therefore warranted in ſaying, that 
we cannot look to them for a ſafe and equitable peace. © Subſequent 
to the ſecond negotiation, it was endeavoured by thoſe, who till 
wiſhed for peace, to induce your Lordſhips to reſort to another line 
of conduR, fince that, which Miniſters had purſued, had repeatedly 
failed. The haughty demeanour they had obſerved, the irritating 
language they had held, their conſtantly refuſing to acknowledge 
the French Republic, or endeavouring to avoid it; their refuſal to 
liſten to accommodation at the outſet : all theſe circumſtances diſ- 
qualified them for acting the part of conciliation with any credit for 
lincer ty, or any chance of ſucceſs. The inſolence, which they had 
diſplayed in proſperity, was not followed by firmneſs in adverſity ; 
and their conceſſions, though never calculated to procure peace, be- 
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trayed them to the enemy as weak and wavering ſtateſmen, from 
whom every conceſſion might ultimately be obtained. When ſuch 
was the character of Miniſters, and ſuch the light in which they 
were viewed by the enemy, how could it be expected that peace 
. would be the refult. of their. hollow negotiations ? 
| Ar. the end of. five years of war, them. let me call the attention of 
the Houſe to a compariſon of the fituation, in which we ſtood at the 
outſet, with that, which we now hold. We began the war in con— 
jundion with the greateſt confederacy ever known in Europe, and 
ue are now without a fingle ally but Portugal! It was then ſaid, 
what would. our ſituation be, if we were okliged to wage War alore 
vith France, while France was at peace with the other nations of 
Earqee; ? . How fayourable A firuation this, to that in which we 
unimpaired, and, in he ork, event, we ſhould have ſeen at ſome 
Fears diſtance the calamity we now experience. Notwithſtanding 
all the expence, which the war has heaped upon us, we ſee not 2 
ſingle effort exerted | in vigorous attack, we are reduced to a ſtate of 
inert ſelf-defence. What hope of ſucceſs have we in protracted 
war? What proſpect have we, of its termination? What prof- 
pect haxe we to cheer the gloom, or to compenſate for ſo many {a. 
erifices ? Our cxertions, my Lords, under the auſpices of the 
preſent Miniſters, are as hopeleſs as they are incalculable, When 
the aceounts of the American war were made up, the whole amount 
of intereſt was under 9, 300, ,000l. ; the charge created at the end 
of laſt ſeſſion was little leſs than 7,500,0001. ; no one will con- 
tend, that what is wanted for the preſent year will not require 
2, ooo, oool. more to pay the intereſt. 

I know, my Lords, that the ſubject of finance is irkſome to you; 
but let me entreat you to conſider the magnitude of the debt, under 
,which this country labours. hy 5 he annual charge entailed upon this 
country in the courſe of a few years war; Is equal to the amount of 
the debt at the time when the preſcnt Miniſters came into power. 
Without mentioning the different. corps of ſupplementary cavalry, 
&c. which had been raiſed at a great cxpence to the country, the 
Permanent debt of the nation was doubled in the ſhort ſpace of five 
years. Can you think, then, that no blame can attach to the men, 
who have ſquandered ſo profuſely the reſources of the nation vii. 
out fruit or advantage? Do you think, that the review of what ve 
were and what we are now, what we have ſpent and what we have 
gained, or rather loſt, affords no proof of the incapacity of the pre 
ſept Miniſters; Ls. and. that, under ou auſpices, you can have au} 
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hope that your affairs will be conducted with ability and ſucceſs? 
While we contemplate this afflicting ſituation of affairs abroad, 
there is nothing in our internal ſtate to afford us any confolation. 
While our burdens have increaſed, our privileges have been 
abridged. We are now living under laws repugnant to the beſt 
principles, which our anceſtors laboured to eſtabliſh. - But there is 
another topic, which this review ſuggeſts, on which I know not 
how to ſpeak. Conſider, my Lords, the fituation of Ireland at 
the preſent moment. It has been ſaid, that you ought not to in- 
terfere in the affairs of Ireland: but do not the Miniſters of this 
country interfere in the affairs of Ireland? Do not the Minifters 
of this country, by the ſyſtem which they purſue, alienate from 
you the affections of the ſiſter kingdom? My Lords, were I to 
enter into a detail of the horrible acts, which have been done in 
Ireland, the picture would appal the ſtouteſt heart. It could be 
proved, that the moſt ſhocking atrocities have been perpetrated; 
but indeed what could be expected, if men, kept in ſtrict diſcipline,” 
were all at once allowed to give looſe to their fury and their paſ- 
fions? To the military, then, I do not impute the blame, but to 
thoſe, by whom their exceſſes have been permitted and encouraged. 
Certain it is, that two diſtinct and oppoſite orders have been iſſued 
for regulating the conduct of the military; one, by which they 


were allowed to act without the authority of the civil power; and 


the other, by which they are reſtrained from acting without that au- 
thority. It is known, that regiments have publiſhed declarations, 
in which they ſtate, that certain perſons ſhall find, before they? are 
delivered into the hands of the civil power, that ſuch a regiment” is 
not to be trifled with. Theſe inſulting proceedings too Are ſane- 


| tioned by the countenance of Government. What then muſt be 


the conſequences of theſe meaſures, if not checked by the introduc-" 
tion of a more conciliating ſyſtem ; and what proſpect is there that 
conciliation will ever be employed with ſuccefs by men, who have 
looſened, by their miſconduct, the bands which unite the two King- 
doms? My Lords, they muſt be fatal; there can be no ptoſpeck 
of conciliation but by a change of thoſe men), who have fanctioned 
this tyranny, and under whoſe government we nad ee 

[ think I have ſtated ſufficient to juſtify my having aſſetted, that 
you are 1mperioufly called upon by the duty you owe your country, to 
adopt the addreſs I ſhall propoſe to you, or one of a ſimilar ten- 
deney. I have ſhown you, that Minifters have exhibited no vigour 
in the proſecution of the war; for; with all the means of carrying 
it on, we are reduzed to a ſtate of defence; that, by their ill: timed 
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conceſſions, they have taught the enemy to believe they may in the 
end, by perſeverance, gain all they wiſh from us ; that our internal 
government is weakened by their eonduct, and only ſupported by 
means not fit to be reſorted to in a free country; that our reſqurces, 
by their laviſh profuſion, are ncarly exhauſted ; and that they have 
not brought us into this ſituation without being aware of the proba- 
ble conſequences of their conduct -e have frequently warned them 
of their danger. I muſt confeſs I am at a loſs to know what they 
can bring forward in ſupport of their continuance in office, All 
that they can pretend to is the rectitude of their intention. Toa 
charge of guilt, the allegation of innocence may be properly oppoſed ; 

but it does not apply to the preſent queſtion. My object to-day is 
prudential and proſpective. If their plea of innocence were ever ſo 
well founded, it would be no juſtification of your Lordſhips in truſt- 
ing the government of the country to men, who in no one act have 
exalted the nation; whoſe every act has tended to degrade and diſ- 
grace it. 

Another plea, ſomewhat arrogantly urged, for continuing the pre- 
ſent Miniſters, is founded on a preſumption without argument or 
proof, that /hey are the only perſons qualified for office, of whoſe 
loyalty there could be no ſuſpicion. I think they cannot mean to 
ſay, that there are not among thoſe, whom I have now the honour 
of addrefling, and in the other Houſe too, a ſufficient number of men 
to conſtitute a Cabinet men capable of adviſing His Majeſty, of 
great talents, fair character, and adequate property. But this 
charge, though not levellcd againſt me, is directed againſt thoſe 
with whom I am proud to be intimately connected. I will atk 
what there is in our conduct to juſtify ſo arrogant an aſſertion ? 
Have we ſhown, that we are candidates for office? How would 
any of your Lordſhips deſcribe ſuch a candidate? Would you not 
deſcribe him as complying i in his diſpoſition, aſſiduouſly courting the 
ſupport of every majority, acquicſcing in the ſentiments of any ma- 
jority, bold and haughty in proſperity, and mean and conceding in 
adverfity? Would ſuch a deſcription apply to us? Have we ever 
deſerted any point, or abandoned any principle? Have we not 
preſeryed a uniform line of conduct? Does the perſeverance in 
principles juſtify ſuſpicion? We have ſaid, indeed, that a Reform 
in Parliament is neceſſary; that it is what the people have a right 
to. We have ſaid, that by the Conſtitution they have a right to à 
fair repreſentation ; we wiſh for ſomething to control the in- 
crealing power of the Crown; we want a balance to the power 
of the Ariftocracy in the creation of Peers, when Peers are made by 
dozens 
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The Earl of FAUCONBERG ſpoke to order. | 


The Duke of BEDFORD. If any noble Lord thinks I am 


diſorderly, he will proceed, I hope, ſtrictly, according to the orders 
of the Houſe, and move to have my words taken down, I ſhall 
always bow to the orders of the Houſe ; but I cannot conſent to 
pay any noble Lord that deference, if he does not abide by thoſe 
orders. After a-pauſe.] I may preſume that I was not diſor- 
derly, ſince my words have not been taken down. I was ſtating, 
and I conceive I had a perfect right ſo to do, that I wiſhed for 
a Parliamentary Reform, in order to eounteract the growing influ- 
ence of the Crown and the Ariſtocracy. I think the Commons are 
no longer likely to hold that independence, which they have hitherto 
poſſeſſed. No one has a right to ſuppoſe that I mean to ſay any 
thing againſt the particular perſons ſelected ; many of them I know 
and reſpect; but the fairer their character, the greater is the eventual 
danger to the Conſtitution ; for, if Commoners of the moſt con- 
ſiderable fortune are to be ſelected and removed from the Houſe of 
Commons, and if ne meaſures are taken to leſſen the difficulty of 
ſupplying their places with gentlemen of independent character, I 
need not ſay that the reſult muſt be fatal to the general independence 
of that Houſe. It muſt be ſo when no country gentlemen are left, 
who may be able to bear the expence of contefted elections, or to 
reſiſt the influence of Government. Theſe expences are become 
ſo great, and the power of the Crown ſo extended by the increaſe of 
influence derived from the collection and expenditure of an immenſe 
increaſing revenue, that there is little doubt, that in future the Mi- 
niſter of the day will have the nomination of moſt of the Members, 
1 fay therefore diſtinctly, that I am an advocate for Parliamentary 
Reform. If that be an objection againſt us, we wiſh it not to be 
waved ; we leave it to the country to decide. | 

The ſubje& has led me to the recollection of another point upon 
which I ſhall ſay a few words am aware that, when any perſon 


is ſtigmatized, it is competent to that perſon to reſcue himſelf from 
ſuch ſtigma; but ſtill it is diſagreeable to direct your Lordſhips to 


any individual. I entreat, therefore, your Lordſhips' indulgence, 
while I fay a few words reſpecting myſelf, which I ſhould not have 
done, if my condu had not been made the ſubject of animadver- 
fron, When I had the honour of, a ſecond time, propoſing a day 
for the diſcuſſion of the queſtion, which I am now about .to ſubmit 
to you, it was remarked that the manner in which I propoſed it, 
ſufficiently ſhewed that J thought it of no importance tu the Nation 
and your Lordſhips. I was told, that the mode of introducing it 
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juſtified the rejection of the firſt motion, particularly when it was te. 
collected, that I had abſented myſelf for fix weeks. On this ſubjed 
I ſhould not have ſaid any thing, if I had not ſeen that the remarks 


then made met with the aporodativn of moſt of your Lordſhips 


who were preſent. I did not ſtate that it was not a matter of much 
importance to the nation. I faid, that if you did not think it im- 
portant enough to induce you to put off the adjournment of the 
Houſe, I could not think it likely to meet with much ſucceſs among 
your Lordſhips. Yet I faid, that I brought it forward on the ideas 
of many perſons who conceived it might be beneficial, and I am 


anxious that it ſhould be ſo underſtood. Becauſe, though I cannot 


admit that abſenting myſelf precludes me from bringing before you“ 


any ſubject, yet it would be highly unbecoming in me to come for- 
ward, convinced that I could do no good, and arge for the pur- 
poſe of delivering a ſpeech. 

With reſpect to abſenting myſelf, I ſhould not have Gage that 
it could have been of conſequence enough to have been mentioned 
within theſe walls. I ftated my determination to do fo laſt year; 
and my reaſons. I ſaid that, finding I could do no good, I thought 
it abſurd to trouble your Lordſhips; but, if ever I ſhould think ] 
could be of ſervice, I would come forward. I did fo upon the ſub- 
ject of the Aſſeſſed Taxes ] refiſted that tax, becauſe I thought it 
moſt unequal and moſt unfair; highly oppreſſive on the middling 
clatles, and favouring the rich. I came forward again, becauſe J 
imagined that your Lordſhips, in ſuch a ſtate of affairs, might think 
that the Adminiſtration of the country ought no longer to be truſted 
to ſuch hands—1I then meant to retire, as I now do, convinced, 
that by remaining I can do no good; ready, however, to return 
whenever I can hope to be of any ſervice. 

After the ſevere puniſhment, which has to-night been infliged 
on the proprietor and printer of a newſpaper, it. may not be unfair to 
complain of the foul calumnies which are heaped by the under- 
lings, or, I know not what to call them, of Government, on every 
man who oppoſes the meaſures of Adminiſtration. The baſeſt 
aſperſions and the moſt ſcandalous infinuations are laviſhed on all, 
who have too much ſpirit to ſubmit to the acts and opinions of the 
preſent Miniſtry. From the quantity and the quality of this abuſe, 
one would think that they, who were engaged in it, were conſcious 
that the honeſt exerciſe of their talents would not entitle them to the 
pay, which they received from their employers, and that, in order to 
earn it fairly, they muſt extend their calumnies by courting and gra- 
tifving the malignity of the Public. We have been charged with 
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attempting to inflame the people by our ſpeeches; we have been 
charged with wiſhing to ſucceed the preſent Miniſters, and with 
hoſtility to the Conſtitution. "Theſe things have produced ſome 
effect. The people have been taught to believe that, which our 
accuſers themſelves know to be falſe. It may be ſaid that we 
ought not to regard theſe calumnies, and ought to perſevere in doing 
our duty. It becomes a queſtion, however, what is our duty. Such 
deſpicable calumnies certainly ought to be treated with contempt. 
But if, inſtead of counteracting the encroachments of Miniſters, our 
attendance has no other effect but to ſanction their abuſes, and teach 
the people to believe that they have no alternative but to chuſe be- 
tween the preſent Miniſters and thoſe with whom I act, I ſhould 
conſider that attendance as not only nugatory, but miſchievous. By 
publicly relinquiſhing the competition imputed to us, we ſhall prove, 
at leaſt, that this part of the general calumny is ill founded. By 
withdrawing the attention of the country from us, and fixing it 
upon Miniſters, we are deſirous that the people ſhould refle& that 
no evil can be greater than the continuance of the preſent Minifters 
in office. Then they will find men able to conduct their affairs, 
men fitted to conciliate Ireland, to obtain peace; men, in whom the 
French will have no title to think that conceſſion is weakneſs. We 


hold a Reform in Parliament to be neceſſary. We know that the 


meaſure is very unfavourably received by the majority. We are 
convinced, however, that without it the country can never be placed 
upon a good footing. We ſtand pledged to take no ſhare in any 
Adminiſtration in which this is not the leading object. In ſaying 


this, however, I am ready to confeſs, that there are ſome meaſures 


which appear to me to be more immediately urgent than Parlia- 
mentary Reform—a peace with France, the conciliation of Ireland, 
with the queſtion of Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Re- 
form in that country. While I admit this, however, I hold a 
Parliamentary Reform here to be effential to the ſalvation of the 
State. With theſe ſentiments I declare that I ſhall never make 
one of any Adminiſtration, with which Parliamentary Reform is not 
a leading object, and that, if the meaſure failed, I would not con- 
tinue in office. This I ſay merely in anſwer to the charge of being 
a candidate for office; for I ſhould be aſhamed to talk of myſelf, 
as fit for any office, in any other view. On this ſubje I likewiſe 
declare, that the ſpecific plan, propoſed laſt year in another place, 
has my concurrence. - I will ſay farther, that without a peace with 
France, .without conciliation with Ireland, Parliamentary Reform 


could be of no advantage to the country ; while the latter is neceſ- 
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' ary to ſecure and to improve the benefits of the former. There 
may be men of talents and integrity perfectly well qualified for the 
firſt offices of the State, who would not conſider Parliamentary Re. 
form as a neceſſary ingredient in their ſyſtem. Such men I ſhould 
congratulate on their boldneſs in undertaking the conduQ of public 
affairs on ſuch terms. So long, however, as they ated for the 
public advantage, they ſhould have my ſupport, though I ſhoulg 
reſerve to myſelf the right of bringing forward the queſtion of Par- 
liamentary Reform whenever the proper moment arrived. Theſe 
calumniators, not content with the charges I have already alluded 
to, have alſo dared to infinuate that I am not averſe to the ſucceſs 
of the French in their defigns againſt this country. Much as I de. 
ſpiſe the authors of theſe attacks, I think it neceſſary to repel a ca- 
lumny to flagitious to me, and ſo dangerous in another view. I 
cannot help confidering it as a diſadvantage to this country to hold 
out to the enemy that, on landing here, they would find ſupporters, 
Yet ſuch are the falſchoods, which theſe calumniators aſſert; ſuch 
are the means, by which they encourage the French to make the at- 
tempt. After they have, by their own falſchoods, induced the 
enemy to judge unfavourably of the temper of many people here, 
they turn round and impute the blame of encouragement of thoſe, 
againſt whom they forged the original calumny, and aſcribe to us 
thoſe impreiſions of. the enemy, which they have occaſioned. But, 
in caſe of invaſion, who would be the men, from whom the Direc- 
tory might flatter themſelves with aſſiſtance? Would it not be 
from thoſe mean ſycophants of power, who follow every change, 
who have alternately been the creatures of every one in authority, 
and whoſe loyalty 


Is the blind inſtinct that crouches to the rod, 
And licks the foot that treads it in the duſt *” 


Every man in the country muſt know that, if the French were to 
fucceed, we ſhould be the moſt degraded and abſolute flaves that 
ever exiſted. No rational man can believe that they, who oppoſe 


Adminiſtration, could for a moment abet the defigns of an invading 


enemy: that they, who have conftantly contended for the liberties 
of their countrymen, would join an enemy, whoſe avowed object is 
to deſtroy them. What then can we think of Miniſters, when we 
ſee them encouraging theſe baſe calumnics? What ſhall we think, 
when we ſee them holding out a noble perſon, whom no man ever 
did or ever could ſuſpeR of diſſovalty to his Sovereign, or treachery 
to his country, as unfit to be truſted with arms for their defence? 
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Of this ſubject, however, it would be irregular to ſay more on the 
preſent occalion, as it would more naturally form a ſeparate conſidera- 
tion. Vet ſuch calu:nnies as this did the creatures of Miniſters induſ- 
triouſly propagate. I mention them only to ſhow, that no man can 
take any ſhare in oppoſition to the meaſures of Aduiniſtration, wich- 
out being in this manner ſtigmatiſed. No man can place his honour 
in their hands, without being certain that, if he ventures to oppole 
their meaſures, they will uie their beſt endeavours to deſtroy it. 

My Lords, determined, as J am, never by any act of mine to 
contribute to the continuance of the p:efent war; fall, if we are 
attacked by the enemy, I will be among the toremoſt to maintain 
the liberties of my country aga'nſt all oppreftors, tyrants, and in- 


vaders. If the French ſhould appear uon the coaſt in force, I 
P ; , 


ſhall be proud and cager to receive the commands of Iiis Majeſty, 
regardleſs of ſituation, and only anxious to be placed where the 
conteſt is the hotteſt. I never will fight for the preſent Miniſters, 
for I know of no more decided enemies to their Country and their 
King, than they are. I may, for the moment, ſuſpend my oppo- 
ſition to them, but it will only be for a moment. When I return, 
J return as decided a foe to them as ever. I abhor their conduct, 
[ deteft their principles, and againſt the ſyſtem, upon which they 
have acted, I vow eternal enmity. If ever an unmanly timidity 


ſhould make me enter into an alliance with them, if ever baſe fear 


ſhould induce me to join with them in oppreſſing my country, may 
the juſt indignation of the people purſue me, may the deteſtation of 
the world be my lot, and may the Great Creator pour down his 
heavieſt curſes upon my apoſtate head ! 

I now beg leave to move your Lordſhips, © "That an humble 
Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, moſt humbly to repreſent, 
that, from the commencement of the war to the preſent moment, 
His Majeſty's Miniſters have had all the advantages, which could 
be derived from the entire confidence and ſupport of Parliament ; 
that this confidence and ſupport have given them the unlimited com- 
mand and diſpoſal of the power and revenue of theſe kingdoms ; 
that with means profuſely furniſhed to obtain ſucceſs, the councils, 
which have had the direction of this power and the application of 
theſe refources, have been attended with no effect but to exalt 
France to her preſent formidable greatneſs, and in the ſame propor- 
tion to impair the relative ſituation of Great Britain, to expoſe her, 
With reduced ſtrength and diminiſhed reſources, to all thoſe dangers, 
Which it was alledged could be averted only by an early and ſucceſs- 
ful combination to reſiſt the principles, as well as the power, of the 
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French Govornment ; and, after an unavailing expence of blood 
and treaſure, to compel His Majeſty's Miniſters to open a nego. 
tiation for peace by a total dereliction of all the principles, on which 
the war was ſaid to be unavoidable, and by ſubmitting to aban. 
don thoſe ſafeguards and defences, which, in the early period of 
hoſtilities, were inſiſted on as abſolutely indiſpenſable to the ſecu- 
rity of theſe kingdoms. 

« That, without looking back to the cauſes of the war, or in- 
quiring whether it mipht, or might not have been avoided, and re- 
ſerving for another moment all confideration of the charges, which 
may hereafter be brought againſt thoſe perſons, who originally ad- 
viſed His Majeſty not to acknowledge the Republic of France, or 
to liſten to any terms of accommodation, we think it our duty hum- 
bly to lay before His Majeſty the ſituation, in which we are now 
placed. 

„We are awed by the reſult of the war itſelf, and aſtoniſhed at 
the concluſion drawn from it by His Majeſiy's Miniſters, who with 
all the means of vigorous attack, have reduced us to a ſtate of pre- 
carious defence, yet itill have the confidence to aflert, that in the 
ſame councils, which have proved to incompetent in proſperity to 
direA with advantage the affairs of the nation, the beſt means are 
to be found of relict and ſceurity in our preſent difficulty and diſ- 
treſs, and that we are ſtill to look to them alone for the attainment 
of a ſafe and honourable peace. 

That this Houſe, and every member of it, is ready to provide 
for a vigorous defence of the country, and will not ſhrink from any 
perſonal difficulty or danger, that may attend the perturmance of 
this duty; that, whatever differences may exiſt with regard to the 
principles and policy of our internal Government, we are dcter- 
mined and unanimous in our reſolution to reſiſt all torcign interfe— 
rence. But inſtructed as we are by a long ſeries of events, and 
corrected by experience, we are bound by our duty, and compelled 
by neceſſity, to ſubmit to His Majeſty our humble opinion, that the 
ſituation of the country is too critical, and the dangers that ſurround 
it are too ſerious, to admit of any farther trial of the ſame councils, 
which have conſtantly failed, or of the ſame perſons for whoſe con- 
tinuance in office, notwithſtanding the heavy and unanſwered charges 
which have been brought againſt them, even themſelves have no- 
thing to plead but a feeble unavailing rectitude of intention con- 
ſtantly overpowered by the ſuperior policy and vigour of the enemy, 
or a pretended apprehenſion, equally falſe and malignant, of the de- 
ſigns and principles of thoſe, whom His Majeſty might appoint to 
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ſucceed them in the adminiſtration of public affairs ; as if in the 
preſent Cabinet were to be found the only efficient perſons, whoſe 
loyalty and attachment to the Conſtitution were free from all 
ſuſpicion. 

That lamenting, as we do, the failure of the late negotiations 
for peace, we beſeech His Majeſty ſeriouſly to reflect, whether, 
when conducted by his preſent Miniſters, there could be any rea- 
ſonable hope of ſucceſs. We have not forgotten their haughty and 
ſupercilious rejection of all offers of accommodation previous to the 
commencement of hoſtilities, and we too well remember the terms 
of inveterate and irreconcileable enmity, on which the conteſt was 
placed at the outſet, and on which it has ever fince been conducted, 
to hope for any conciliatory diſpoſition between the enemy and the 
original adviſers of the war. Woe cannot be ſurpriſed that any 
overture, which may now be made by His Majeſty's Miniſters, after 
having wilfully neglected or inſolently refuſed every favourable op- 
portunity of negotiation, ſhould be received as an acknowledgement 
of weakneſs and diſtreſs rather than as a proof of a ſincere diſpoſi- 
tion to peace. 

« Farther, to repreſent to His Majefty, that the ſituation of the 
country is in all reſpeRts pregnant with dangers, unknown at any 
former period ; our domeſtic diſtreſs is great, and is hourly increa- 
ſing; the principles of our free Conſtituticn have been violated, and 
ſome of the moſt eſſential ſecurities of our liberties deſtroyed ; the 
connection with our ſiſter kingdom is threatened with diſſolution, 
and all the foundations of our importance and power in Europe are 
rendered precarious and uncertain. To extricate us from ſuch dif- 
fieulties requires much fortitude and wiſdom ; for theſe qualities 
we cannot look to His Majeſty's preſent adviſers ; under hem we 
cannot hope for a ſucceſsful proſecution of the war, ſtill leſs for the 
concluſion of a ſecure and equitable peace. 

We, therefore, ſubmit this our humble repreſentation to His 
Majeſty, truſting that His Majeſty will ſee, as we do, the urgent 
and indiſpenſable neceſſity of employing other perſons, and of adopt- 
ing other councils.” 


In reply to. Lord GRENVILLE, and other Lords, * Di 7 
BEDFORD ad 


My Lords, fatigued and exhauſted as I am, I muſt content my- 
elf with ſhortly taking notice of the general conduct of thoſe, who 
SE 2 
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have ſpoken againſt the motion I have ſubmitted to you. I wiſh it 
were in my power to enter into it more fully ; for I ſhould have 
liked to have expoſed the miſerable ſhifts, which Miniſters are re- 
duced to, in the hope of averting the juſt reſentment of an injured 
people fot a few months longer. The time cannot be very diſtant, 
when they muſt feel the effects of it. My Lords, the noble Secre- 
tary of State, inſtead of anſwering arguments, is obliged to reſort, as 
uſual, to perſonalities. Inſtead of proving his merit or his inno- 
cence, he endeavours to identify himſelf with the two Houſes of Par- 
liament, to unite the country in his cauſe, and to involve it in his 
fate. He has liad recourſe to his natural talent for miſrepreſenta- 
tion. I truſt, however, the fads and arguments, which I have 
ſubmitted to your conſideration, will remain in your memory as they 
were ſtared by myfelf, and not as they have been repreſented by the 
| Secretary of State. I muſt confeſs that, if I had wanted any addi- 
tional reaſon for abſenting myſelf, what has happened this night 
would have furniſhed me with it. For as long as I remain here, 
I perceive, I ſhall enable Miniſters to elude the diſcuſſion of public 
meaſures, by diverting your attention towards my conduct, and to 
that of the perſons, with whom I have the happineſs to act. My 
Lords, the queſtion now before you relates to the conduct of Mi- 
niſters. The ſubject, that ought to employ your thoughts, is the 
ſtate of the country; and to the conſideration of theſe ſubjects I 
{hall leave you. I ſhould be. ſorry to amuſe or delude the people 
by uſcleſs debates in this Houfe. If they will ſteadily fix their 
eyes on the meaſures of Miniſters, without regard to afperſions 
thrown on this or that individual, 1 bclieve they will ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of reforting to other councils. My Lords, in the courſe of 
the debate, many calumnious infinuations have been thrown out. 
That the Secretary of State ſhould thus attack me does not ſurpriſe 
me; for I am accuſtomed to it : but that other Lords, whoſe cha- 
rater for honour and independence TI have no right to queſtion, 
' ſhould bring forward ſuch accuſations, that they ſhould charge me 
with that, which in their hearts they cannot believe to be true, I 
muſt confeſs aſtoniſnes me. My Lords, among other charges it 
has been ſaid, that I have, in bringing forward the ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, reſorted to intrigue and management, and that [ 
have formed a myſterious and ænigmatical connection with the Cor- 
reſponding Society—a ſociety who, we are told, are friends to the 
French, and traitors to their country. I know not, my Lords, 
whether you approve or whether you will cenſure me, whether it 
will cieate ſurprize, or whether you will think it the moſt natural 
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courſe for me to purſue ; but to ſuch charges J ſhall make no an- 
ſwer. There are many, my Lords, who in their earlieſt infancy 
imbibe true principles of honour ; as they grow up it is inſtilled into 
their minds, and in their riper years. it is brought to maturity. 
They, I am ſure, would deem it inconſiſtent with that honour to 
reſort to intrigue and management in any caſe, 'To form a myſte- 
rious and znigmatical connection with any ſet of men, they would 
hold to be diſgraceful. I entertain no fear of heir ſuſpicions. For 
it is the peculiar charaQeriſtic of true honour, never to ſuſpe& with- 
out foundation. There are others, who may think themſelves juſ- 
tified in reſorting to ſuch practices. By them I may indeed be ſuſ- 


peed ; for they will ever judge of others by themſelves. To the 


opinions of ſuch perſons I feel perfectly indifferent. I feel perfectly 
indifferent, becauſe I am full of confidence, that from Heir inſinua- 
tions I ſhall not ſuffer in the eſtimation of any man, whoſe good 
opinion I ſhould be anxious to preſerve. 


THE END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME. 
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